
NEIMME-JBA-4 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-1 

4th March 1890 

Letter from J B Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Murray  about closure of Glenstone Coal Company 

collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-2 

4th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Ferrier and Strain confirming the appointment of Adam 

Hunter (as the manager of?) Braidenhill Colliery in the room of Mr. James Wilson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-3 

4th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, the procurator fiscal in Alloa, on Home Office 

Service, returning police information and Mr. Johnstone's report on the death of a William Paterson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. McLaren, the inspector of mines, informing him of the death of a 

man at the Lindsay Pit and asking him  to go tomorrow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-4 

4th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to a Mr. Wishaw confirming his of the opening up of a renamed 

pit, the no.6 at Wishaw. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-5,6,7 

4th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.S. Martin concerning a pit explosion and commenting on the 

information he has been given about it (Harserch set?), questioning specifically the amount of gas 

and dust released. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-8 

4th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B.Atkinson to R. McLaren questioning his expense account and suggesting a cheaper 

route into Glasgow, asking for the expense account to be done again. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Calder regarding the annual meeting of the Board of Examiners 

and recommending the 28th March as the most convenient date, further stating he has no proposal 

to lay before the meeting. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-9 

4th/6th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The letter from the 4th from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Longbotham, replying to a request as to where 

pits were being sunk, remarking that there is none in his vicinity but there is sinking at Penicuik, 

Fairhill at Hamilton and Fife. In a postscript, he thanks Mr. Longbotham for a writing pad. 

The first letter from the 6th from J.B. Atkinson to F.L. Coats, suggesting that a claim from a Mr. 

Chisholm Robertson be rejected as he was called as a mining agent, and not a skilled witness. 

The second letter from the 6th from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir of the Fife Miners Association, 

remarking that the weighing dispute at the Hill of Beath would not be looked  into as insufficient 

clear evidence was gathered to justify proceedings. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-10 

6th March 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the colliery at Alloa, on Home Office service, informing them of his 

visit to Devon Colliery at 2.30 that afternoon and asking the manager to meet him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Darmgavil Coal Company, remarking on the violation of General 

Rule 12(e) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887 by a Mr. Robert James and his workmen under 

their employ, and asking what steps are being taken to avoid this kind of breach in future. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-11 



7th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to  the Glasgow Iron and Steel company acknowledging the 

appointment of a William Smith (to run his?) number one Pit at Berryhill Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-12 

7th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report 

into the death of Thomas Stenhouse and the injury to Robert Penman (?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, managing director of Young's Paraffin Light and Oil 

company, questioning why the company has sent him a plan tracing of a new survey the company 

has made without him requesting it, and its accuracy. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-13 

6th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, suggesting that it would save money for the company if the 

latter were to live in Glasgow instead of using the 'North British' railway line to get to Edinburgh and 

suggesting alternate cheaper routes. (See NEIMME-JBA-4-8) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-14 

7th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Alloa, regarding the death of 14 year old 

William Forrester due to water in the no. 11 Tolberth Pit. After a personal inspection on the 1st 

March Mr. Atkinson considers the cause to be a breach of general rule 13 of the Coal Mines 

Regulation act of 1857, and asks leave to prosecute. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart enclosing a report on the death of William Forrester (see 

above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-15 

7th March 1890 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.L. Coats, regarding the arbitrations of Bart and Clyde Colliery, and 

asking Mr. Coats to comply with the Home Offices' wishes that they may be (s?)tayed by the auditor 

of the Sheriff Court as provided by section 76 (7) of the Coal Mines Act and then be sent back to him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, regarding an explosion in 

Devon Colliery and the question of blame for it. Mr. Atkinson suggests that two firemen were both 

negligent, a Mr. Campbell in not examining the area of the explosion beforehand, and a Mr .Muir for 

entering before the area was examined. The author further suggests leaving the matter to a Mr. 

Roxburgh who promises to make the incident a warning to others. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-16-17-18 

7th March 1890 

Letter from J.B.Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, concerning the permission to prosecute the manager and undermanager of the 

no. 11 Polbeth  Pit for negligence leading to the death of 14 year old Robert Forrester. The pit, 

owned by Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil Company Ltd., are, according to Mr Atkinson, 

probably guilty of breaching general rule 13 of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887, concerning the 

inefficient stemming of a dangerous accumulation of water, which in this case led to the drowning of 

Mr. Forrester. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-19 

8th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, concerning drivers' use of 

hatches and stretchers on roads, the practice of which, on level roads, the author does not think 

necessarily dangerous after receiving a police report and one by a Mr. McLaren on the subject. 

Despite recognizing that it is often easier to use a hatch in the removal of an injured person from 

underground, Mr. Atkinson agrees with Mr. Henderson that a more widespread use of stretchers 

might ease a lot of unnecessary suffering. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-20 

10th/12th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren requesting  two particular types of information from 1888- 

a list of persons employed under the Metalliferous Mines Act in order of age and a list showing the 

coal, fireclay, ironstone, oil shale and other minerals wrought in the areas of Kinross, Perth and 



Sutherland. In both cases, Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. McLaren to deduct information from the 

'transferred parishes'. 

The second, dated 12th March 1890, from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding the application 

of a Mr. Thomas Fowler for an undermanagers' certificate. Mr. Atkinson questions the applicant's 

integrity having received information from his referees that are at odds with the candidate's 

statements. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-21 

12th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, regarding the taxable amounts of money agreed upon in arbitration by the 

auditor of the sheriff court for the agent of the Secretary of State in two cases- a new special rule 

affording miner's greater facilities to shared shafts and the account for the agent in the Clyde 

Colliery arbitration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-22 

12th March 1890 

Letter from J.B.Atkinson (Glasgow) to I. and M. Craig at the Lilliehill Fireclay Mine on the subject of 

Lilliehill fireclay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-23 

13th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin Light and Oil Company regarding the 

death at No. 11 pit at Polbeth  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-16) in which Mr. Atkinson responds to Mr. Fyfe's 

assertion that the distance shown on the plan that he was given was misleading. Mr. Atkinson 

responds that the information he was initially given on the subject by a Mr. Prentice may have led to 

a misinterpretation on his part. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, suggesting a meeting 

regarding the Polbeth death at the latters' office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-24 

13th March 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, requesting an oilshale plan of the Gavieside workings for the case he is working 

on, since the one he has been sent only includes undershale, and although Mr. Atkinson believes it 

may prove useful, the oilshale is to him more important. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-25 

13th/14th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of a James Smith. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Grant of Glasgow Observatory, thanking him for the 

addition of barometrical readings to his table and remarking that he hopes to visit the observatory 

soon to see his methods. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James McKillop, dated 14th March 1890,asking for the average price 

of triping coal at the pit in Stirlingshire in the last year for the compiler of mineral statistics at the 

home office. 

 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-26 

14th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, arranging a meeting at Mr. 

Stuart's office for the 17th. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman Henderson requesting the value per ton of oil shale at the 

oil shale mines in the last year to use in the preparation of a volume of mineral statistics. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow, apologetically requesting the average price of triping 

at the Fife pit in the past year for the preparation of a volume of mineral statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-27 

14th March 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, remarking on the 

complaint against the head foreman at the Hill of Beath and enclosing a report by a Mr. Johnstone 

on the subject which he wishes to be returned since he has no copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow, of the Fife coal company, remarking on reports 

from Mr. Carlow's workmen at Hill of Beath which seem to suggest the pit could be dangerous and 

could be in contravention of  general rule 38 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-28 

14th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Summerlee and Mossend Iron Company at Dykehead colliery 

requesting information from the company's manager about whether he was willing to weigh the 

quantity of coal shorn from the splint coal pit, even if it exceeded the standard weight. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull requesting information for a volume of mineral 

statistics for the Home Office, namely the average price of triping coal and ironstone in Lanarkshire 

for the past year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-29 

14th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, (Hamilton Sheriff Court), receiver unknown, remarking on a Mr. William 

London's contravention of the 87th special rule in possessing a match at the working face of the 

main coal beam at Udston Colliery suggesting (or giving) a 10 shilling fine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to a Mr. Johnstone, agreeing to a meeting before 7.30 the next night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-30 

15th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a summary of returns requested by Mr. Matthews on the subject of the 

hours worked by miners. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-31 



15th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report 

on the non-fatal accident of a Mr. Bernard Montagu. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton , procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing reports by 

Mr. Johnston on the fatal accidents of Thomas Thompson and John Dryburgh. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Grant of Glasgow Observatory asking Mr. Grant to include 

in the barometrical heights the letters R and F to indicate rising and falling for use in Mr. Atkinson's 

tables. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-32 

15th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Moore, attempting to rearrange a meeting with Mr. Moore since 

Mr. Atkinson wishes to attend a lecture on electric be(?)fiting at the City Buildings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Springbank Colliery, Airdrie, reporting on the accidents to a 

David Black and a Mr. Callum. In regards to the former, Mr. Atkinson draws attention to the alleged 

negligence of a James Reid who was supposedly informed of the unsafe condition of a road  before 

the accident, and Mr. McLaren's examination of said road confirming its unsafe state. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that special rule 50 and general rule 21 may have been contravened in these cases. As to 

the Callum accident, Mr. Atkinson suggests general rule 4 has been contravened by a Mr . Adam Kish 

who, as a fireman who neglected to report on his observation of gas at the site of the later accident, 

shows a lack of discipline which Mr. Atkinson considers might be typical of the mine in general. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-33 

17th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Gibson,  East Holywell colliery, requesting information and a sketch 

on a new arrangement preventing a reversed flow of air in a pit, which Mr. Gibson had remarked he 

had fitted. After the Mauricewood disaster, Mr. Atkinson wishes to know whether it is feasible to 

build an air box allowing air to flow in only one direction. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-34 

17th March 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Richardson, remarking on Mr Gibson's 'contrivance' to prevent the 

reversal of air direction (see NEIMME-JBA-4-33) and requesting a sketch of it and information of its 

workings. Remarking on the Mauricewood disaster 'caused by a reversal of the air pressure at a door 

in which there was an opening for a seale(sic) of air' Mr. Atkinson asks whether it is practicable to 

'provide for this change of pressure'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-35 

19th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Riddrie and Beuhar Coal company , referring to (the 

appointment of) Mr. James Hendrie (at) Beahan Collieries, in the room of a Mr. McGuire. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-36 

19th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Shawsburn Coal Company referring to Shawsburn coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-37 

19th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren requesting a report under the Metalliferous Mines Act for 

transmission to the Home Office and the Metalliferous Mines returns for the past year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone requesting a report under the Metalliferous Mines 

Act for transmission to the Home Office. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Legge of the Home Office enclosing originals and connected 

proofs about Mauriewood and asking for proofs for the author himself. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-38 

20th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Archibald Russell referring to a Thomas Gray of Hamilton and 

Fairhill Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-39 



19th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, returning papers 

concerning the complaint by Andrew Nichol and other members of Denend Colliery and a copy of 

Special Rules which he has certified. 

The second also from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

certifying that the copy of Special Rules Mr. Atkinson has received is a true copy, as mentioned in the 

previous letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-40 

20th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, referring to a meeting held to determine the practicability of a new Special Rule 

allowing miners greater facility to ascend shafts, which, according to Mr. Atkinson, lasted 7 hours. 

The author adds that he has not yet paid the Bent colliery company the sum of ten guineas to allay 

the costs of the arbitrator. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-41 

20th/21st March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Phillips, the manager of Birkinshaw colliery, requesting the return 

of a memorandum book which the author believes he has left in the office at the Colliery. 

The second, dated 21st March 1890, from J.B. Atkinson to H. Richardson, acknowledging the receipt 

of Mr. Gibson's account of the Values. Mr. Atkinson proceeds to request further information about 

the Values construction such as a  sketch giving measurements and practical queries regarding the 

water gauge, quality of air and the material from which the Values are made. He continues by 

remarking on his report on the Mauriewood accident that automatic Values allowing the flow of air 

in one direction only are in use in East Holywell Colliery and that he will send the report to Mr. 

Richardson when completed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-42 

21st March 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing the annual reports of Mine inspectors R. McLaren and H. Johnstone 

under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act of 1872. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-43 

21st March 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, providing mineral statistics for 1889 regarding the average price per ton of coal, 

fireclay, brownstone and oil shale in a table of 'rough approximations', the amount and average 

price of limestone and lead ore under the quantities, values and percentages of minerals under the 

Metalliferous Mines Act. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he cannot provide statistics as to the 

quantities and values of minerals from open works and that the returns received by him under the 

Metalliferous Mines Act are also enclosed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-44 

21st March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning Duncan Ferguson's application for the job of 

undermanager. Mr. Atkinson concludes that despite not working under a certificated manager as 

required under the C.M act, the applicant in all other respects seems to fit the bill as a candidate. 

The author also remarks that since the undermanagers post and certificate did not exist until 1888, 

any candidate who had substantially acted in a similar capacity prior to that date would probably 

prove suitable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-45 

22nd March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Thompson of Greyrigg colliery confirming the latters' 

actions in starting to open two of the old pits in the Blackbrae Coalfield. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-46 

24th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from (on behalf of?) J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, confirming the receipt of a 

letter concerning a weighing dispute at Sheardale Colliery without a signature, and confirming a visit 

to said colliery on the following Monday. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Undersecretary of the Home Office, on Home Office Service, 

confirming the production of 1821 tons of lead ore at Leadhills colliery in 1889 containing 4 to 6 

ounces of silver per ton. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-47 

25th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson,(to A.B. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-48,2nd letter below) 

concerning the tragic death of 14 year old William Gardner at Muirhead no. 19 pit. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes, after a visit to the pit, that the death was due to foolhardiness in Mr. Gardner's part, 

trying to re-enter an engine-house while the engine was running, slipping on a wooden fence while 

attempting to climb over it and being hit by the engine's crank. Mr. Atkinson shows this with a 

sketch of the position of the engine house, the wooden fence and the engine itself. He also remarks 

that Mr. Gardner had been warned that entering the engine house by climbing the fence was 

potentially dangerous. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-48 

25th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning Edgehead Colliery, suggesting that it may 

be exempt (from?) due to its being free from firedamp and coal dust in dangerous quantities. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.B. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Gardner (see NEIMME-JBA-4-47) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, inspector of mines, undated,  on Home Office Service, 

requesting that Mr. McLaren visit Mauricewood Colliery and report any progress. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-49 

26th March 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, remarking on his failure to gain tables of 

distances from the railway companies and also not having the maps from which an approximation 

might be made. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Bell acknowledging the enclosing of a letter and remarking 

that 'the' (Mauricewood) mine is now free from water and that he has written to a Mr. Johnston(e) 

with the same information. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, enclosing a letter, remarking on the water-free mine 

and remarking that he has sent Thomas Bell the same information (see above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-50 

26th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Roxburgh of Alloa collieries mentioning Henry Muir 

and the date of the 24th. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Oil company enquiring 

when the Gavieside under shale workings were discontinued, or if Mr. Fyfe might know who might 

supply him with the information. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to a Mr. Archibald expressing sympathy for his accident the day before 

and hoping it was not too serious. The author also remarks that he would like to know how he is 

doing, and expressing his surprise when he did not meet him when he arrived by train at the ( 

Sheardale?) pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-51 

26th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore enquiring as to the exact date when the West Calder Oil 

Company abandoned thick shale at the Gavieside pit which were later taken up by Youngs paraffin 

light ore company. Mr. Atkinson requests that if Mr. Moore does not know if he knows anyone who 

does, while also remarking that no plans of the previous company seem to have been deposited. 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-50, 2nd letter above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson,on Home Office Service, to Mr. Johnstone asking him to (visit?) 

Mauricewood  the following Saturday 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-52 

27th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Atkinson remarking that he has no information as to the Hartley 

Colliery accident fund, since he has no connection with the administration of it in his district. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking Mr Johnstone to visit Mauricewood Colliery 

the next day and enclosing (an?) accident( form?) from Grangemouth. Mr. Atkinson also asks Mr. 

Johnstone to enquire whether a John Weir was manager of the West Calder Oil Company and 

whether he knows when said company abandoned its workings (see NEIMME-JBA-4-51). The author 

remarks that the last survey of the companies' workings was dated the 11th November 1877. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph(?) Budge of the Wemyss castle offices concerning enclosures 

of crown coal. Although doubting his ability to help in the matter, Mr. Atkinson suggests that he 

could inspect the pit for that purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-53 

27th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to a Mr. Grant of Bog colliery mentioning a William Davidson, 

the date of the 26th and an upcoming visit to the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Bell remarking on the miners dissatisfaction with the 

Mauricewood report and suggesting an examination could be done at any time since the miners had 

appointed 2 representatives to approach the government on the matter. Mr. Atkinson also remarks 

on his presence at the mine the week before, and that the bodies were now being lifted from the 

pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore remarking that the mine in which he shows an interest was 

entered in Mr. Moore's list for the year 1878. Mr. Atkinson again enquires as to the exact date 

working ceased (see NEIMME-JBA-4-51,1st letter) and an official record of this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-54 

27th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that the Mauricewood pit has now been cleared of water, bodies 

are being recovered and that  Mr. Johnston and Mr. Bell have been informed of this, as per Mr. 

Matthews' instructions, so that an inspection may begin. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-55 

29th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Archibald expressing relief that Mr. Archibald's accident had not 

proven serious (see NEIMME-JBA-4-50, 3rd letter). Mr. Atkinson goes on to remark that he does not 



think that the fact that coal was not weighed at the pit mouth is necessarily a contravention of the 

act(?) in the grievance case at Shearmouth Colliery and would not like to interfere on these grounds, 

although it may be thought to be so if brought up in a law court. (as mentioned in NEIMME-JBA-4-

46, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-56 

29th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Broxburn Oil Company remarking on the reopening of the 

hut mine trialling the working of a seam of shale above the Broxburn seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-57 

29th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Ormiston paying him on behalf of the secretary of state for his 

arbitration for the Bent Colliery on the new special rule. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Richardson providing him with information about the ventilating 

values and enclosing a Mauricewood report and promising that he will send a further report when it 

appears with the annual reports of the inspectors. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Dixon of the Bent Colliery paying the company on behalf of the 

secretary of state for their costs in regard to the matter of the arbitrating of the new special rule. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-58 

29th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, acknowledging the receipt and sending on of two orders of payment for 

arbitration and costs to J.W. Ormiston and J.S. Dixon (see NEIMME-JBA-4-57, letters 1and 3). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-59 

29th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Morningside Coal Company mentioning James Goldie and 

the Baton and Batonrigg collieries at Shotts. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-60 

29th March 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone regretting that he will probably not be free to meet Mr. 

Johnstone on Monday night since he will be meeting men from Johnston and Bell at Mauricewood 

and will be staying in Edinburgh if things go as he expects. He suggests rearranging the meeting until 

after Tuesday night. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone explaining that no miners' agents have been informed 

of an proposed inspection since he has received no word from the recipient. Mr. Atkinson also 

mentions newspaper reports that R.E. Robertson and John Weir have been appointed to be present 

at the inspection by a miners' meeting, his proposed travel arrangements to the inspection and his 

hopes that a Mr. Purvis will do what is necessary(?) if informed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-61 

29th March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P.M. Ronaldson, informing him of his plans after leaving Edinburgh  to 

travel by train to Glencorse and his proposal to stay at the Royal Hotel at the same time as Thomas 

Bell. Mr. Atkinson also encloses a letter which he says concerns a pit in Mr. Ronaldson's district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Bell, informing him of his plans to go to Glencorse, his 

proposal to stay at the Royal Hotel at the same time as Mr. Bell (see previous letter) and his 

informing Mr. Ronaldson of same. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Love, informing him that he will be visiting Mauricewood to go 

down the pit and that the next day he, Mr Johnston and Mr. Bell (?) will be leaving by the 10.17 

train. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-62-63 

29th March 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of his opinions on the dangers of the prevalence of coal dust and 

what would be needed to alleviate such problems. Mr. Atkinson refers to a letter from a Mr. 

Galloway of Cardiff he encloses which instructs him to remark that General Rule 12 of the Coal 

Mines Regulation Act 1887 is generally observed in his district but that the dry and dusty 

specification used in the act is too vague  to be strictly observed. The author also refers to a recent 

explosion at Hanchurch (?) in which the manager's protestations that the mine was not dusty were 



contradicted by the evidence found after the fact. Mr. Atkinson concludes that before action can be 

taken to improve the situation, more information is needed on the exact conditions in which coal 

dust becomes a hazard to health, and that the recent Royal Commission on accidents in mines did 

not attend to this matter in the thorough experimental manner necessary. 

 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-64 

30th March/31st March 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir informing him that a proposed inspection of Mauricewood 

pit will be taking place by Mr. Johnstone, the commissioner of the recent enquiry and that an 

opportunity will be available for Mr. Weir to accompany him if he so wishes. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to R.C. Robertson informing him that a proposed inspection of 

Mauricewood pit will be taking place by Mr. Johnstone, the commissioner of the recent inquiry and 

that an opportunity will be available for Mr. Robertson to accompany him if he so wishes. (see above 

letter). 

The third, dated the 31st March, from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Archibald and Mr. White of Lundin Links, 

enquiring as to the availability of a house to let in July and August near Largo or Leven fully furnished 

with 2 sitting rooms and 5 bedrooms near a rail link. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-65 

31st March/3rd April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Nesbitt asking for an account for the clerical assistance work 

carried out by the latter promising a postal order upon receipt of same. 

The second, dated 3rd April, from J.B. Atkinson to F(red) R. Atkinson, commiserating with him after 

his decision to leave his job at Ellenborough and remarking that he did not believe the place was 

'ever likely to do much good'. On the question of helping him find a new job, the writer mentions 

that the manager of Garnock is leaving, and that a letter to a Mr. Gilmour about the position may 

help, but also warns that since he is a relative he will not be able to help him more directly in his 

search. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-66 

3rd April 1890 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Atkinson referring to the Hartley Relief fund and a Mr. Moore 

who he refers the receiver of the letter to since he has nothing to do with administration. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Simpson arranging a Saturday morning meeting referring to 

the plan of the West Calder Oil Company's mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-67 

3rd April 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Fife Coal Company referring to Wellsgreen Coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-68 

3rd April 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson,  (Lanark) receiver unknown, referring to plans for the Muirhouse no. 2 pit 

in Lanark at Cambusnethan, Wishaw mentioning the Glasgow Iron and Steel Company, main coal 

and splint coal and the fact that in September 1889 coal was exhausted (leading to?) two plans. Mr. 

Atkinson approves of the plans set forward, and refers to filling up the schedule with them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-69 

4th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Higgins referring to Hareshaw coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Higgins of Hareshaw colliery confirming the receipt of two 

copies of the proposed Special Rules at the Colliery promising to return one in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-70 

4th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to Alex Simpson rearranging a meeting (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-66, second letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, inspector of mines, on Home Office Service, referring 

to a fatal accident at Polkeanluet(?), Bathville and instructing Mr. McLaren to investigate. 



The third from J. B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone arranging a meeting to discuss the Mauricewood plans. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-71 

4th/5th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, inspector of mines, instructing him to call him on Monday. 

The second, dated 5th April, from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Legge of the Home Office, enclosing the 

original, the revised 1st proofs and the revised 2nd proofs of the Mauricewood plans which Mr. 

Atkinson advises can now be printed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-72 

4th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Davidson on the 20th March 1890, a sketch of the area of the accident and a verdict that the death 

was caused by carelessness on the part of the 14 year old. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-47, where deceased 

is named William Gardner?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-73 

7th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Budge of Wemyss Castle offices, remarking that he sees no danger 

in working the undersea coal in the same manner as the inland coal at the Denbeath pit as he can 

see no way in which the sea would be able to enter the workings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie replying to Mr. Smillie's concerns after the Birkenshaw 

explosion. Mr. Atkinson concludes that there was no direct breaching of the rules in this instance, 

although considers some of the precautions taken inadequate and takes Mr. Smillie's concerns 

seriously. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Smillie to bring a case against the colliery(ies) he mentions if he 

believes that such action could lead to improvement in the act concerned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-74 

7th April 1890 

Second letter NEIMME-JBA-4-73 continued. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-75 

7th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, regarding the returning of a form relating to accidents in factories, railways and 

mines. Mr. Atkinson also includes further information as to the loss of life and number of persons 

injured in the accidents in question in the form of a table. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-76 

7th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,on the matter of the 

drowning of a William Forrester, remarking that , after receiving information about the workings of 

the Gavieside mine and its condition when it had previously been abandoned in 1879, the plans 

inherited by Youngs Company from the West Calder Iron Company did not represent accurately its 

condition at that time. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that a Mr. Prentice and a Mr. Sneddon, his 

undermanager, were negligent in this case, showing a want of care and infringing general rule 13 of 

the Coal Mines Act and should therefore be prosecuted forthwith. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-77 

7th April 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J. B. Atkinson to John Atkinson, giving him the address to a Mr. R. Moore and 

forwarding letters from the recipient to him. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to R. Moore, enclosing 3 letters from John Atkinson regarding the 

Hartley Relief fund. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-66, first letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-78 

8th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on 

the fatal accident to James Beveridge. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, informing him of the 

upcoming prosecution of Thomas Prentice and Robert Sneddon, manager and undermanager at 



Gavieside for a breach of general rule 13 of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887 and hoping Mr. 

Stuart will conduct the prosecution against them. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-76) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-79 

8th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wier, Fife Miners Association, acknowledging a previous 

letter(and) enclosing reports by workmen under the 38th general rule of the Coal Miners Act of the 

Elgin and Wellwood Collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Brownlie of Thomas Spowart and Company, advising him of 

reports he has received from workmen that the pits he runs are not wholly safe, and could be 

breaching the 38th general rule of the Coal Miners Act. Mr. Atkinson continues that a copy of the 

report(s) will be sent to the inspector of the district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-80 

9th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir of Grangemouth Colliery arranging a meeting at Grangemouth 

Station. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-81 

10th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Forrester mentioning a John Donaldson (being 

appointed at?) East Roughrigg Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-82 

10th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Burntisland Oil Company mentioning the no.3 shale mine 

of a James McGill and that an Alex Marshall continues to run Mr. McGill's no. 1 and 2 mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-83 

11th April 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Drumshaugie Coal Company informing them that he is 

aware that the company has begun to work Mussellband  coal at their no.5 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-84 

11th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, concerning the Gavieside old 

workings. Mr. Atkinson agrees with Mr. Stuart that the undermanager should not be prosecuted, 

and also suggests that Mr Weir of Grangemouth Colliery should be called to prove he worked at the 

mine after the survey of 1877.  The author continues that Mr. Weir has advised him that Mr. 

Prentice (the pit manager) inspected the old workings prior to Youngs Company taking over, and the 

subsequent flooding. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-76 +78, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Smellie, acknowledging that the Birkenshaw incident showed 

'irregularity' from both the owners of the pit and the brushers, but suggesting that it would be very 

difficult to prove negligence on behalf of the owners on general rule 1 promising adequate 

ventilation since workers evidence would probably prove inconclusive to a judge. Although also 

recognising that the double shaft or outtet (outlet?) clause needs amendment, Mr Atkinson is also 

unsure of Mr. Smellie's assertion that a brusher is not a competent person to check ventilation. Mr. 

Atkinson ends by promising to enquire into the supervision of Milburn Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-85 

11th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of the second letter of NEIMME-JBA-4-84. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow, date unknown, on Home Office Service, remarking on a  

forthcoming visit to Leven to visit Durie(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-86 to NEIMME-JBA-4-104 inclusive 

Undated 

Letter, writer (Mr. H. Johnstone?) and receiver unknown, making an extensive report on the 

Mauricewood pit in the aftermath of the accident and trying to draw further light on the causes for 

it.  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-64 etc.) 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-105 

12th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Gilchrist of Garnock Colliery informing him that a Mr. 

Watson has started to sink a new shaft at Eddlewood Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-106 

12th/13th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow, reiterating his plans to visit Durie at Leven (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-85, 2nd letter) and also informing Mr. Carlow that he wishes to meet with a Mr. Kilpatrick 

during his visit regarding his application for a certificate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal,  Linlithgow, regarding the 

accident of an Alexander McMichael acknowledging receipt of police information on the matter and 

enclosing a report on same by R. McLaren. Mr. Atkinson queries Mr. Henderson's report title on Mr. 

McMichael's death since he had not heard that the accident had proved fatal in a report or from the 

police. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Fred (F.R. Atkinson-see NEIMME-JBA-4-65, 2nd letter), dated 13th 

April, remarking on a recent (house?) moving which caused some damage. The letter also touches 

upon available vacancies for 'Fred', remarking that a Mr. Gilchrist at Garnock is going to Workington 

while a  Mr. Watson has already been replaced. The author does not seem convinced that a Mr. 

Hedley's position at Morton would be suitable, and concludes that 'the Consett people' might be the 

best to approach. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-107 

12th/13th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren arranging a Tuesday meeting. 

The second, dated 13th April, from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnston agreeing that a road to Greenlaw(?) 

might have saved the men in the East Workings, but also remarking that such a consideration in 

hindsight is not particularly useful. Mr. Atkinson also apologises for not visiting him with William 

Bell. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-108 



14th/15th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Guarley, wishing to arrange a meeting to discuss his position as 

the liquidator of the West Calder Oil Company and his plan in connection with the Gavieside mine 

works. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, agreeing to possible dates 

for the Gavieside (?) case. 

The third, dated 15th April, from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Love enclosing a tracing showing the two 

stoppings built by the imprisoned miners on East Side. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-109 

15th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Baird of Leven Collieries referring to movement of a crab(?) engine 

and enclosing a tracing showing a method of fencing the top of a sinking pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to  W.H. 'Bill' Atkinson, enclosing plans of the Mauricewood pit, and 

arguing that a fire would not have spread there if a ventilating door had been placed at the bottom 

of the shifts. He continues asking for advice as to how much blame can be placed on the pit's 

manager for the doors' absence. In a postscript, Mr (J.B.) Atkinson also remarks that the air from the 

main incline had little or no movement instead of passing along the open road to the return upset  

as might be expected. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-110 

15th/16th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first, dated 15th April, from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnston informing him of a letter from 

(another?) Mr. Johnston wanting to know about stopping in (?) level at Mauricewood and wishing to 

be informed if the receiver of the letter heard about this and what he knows of the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Youngs' Paraffin and Light Company referring to 

an (accident involving?) Alex McMichael. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, about the Gavieside trial 

acknowledging its setting on the 1st May and arranging a meeting to go over the eviodence in the 

case. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-111 

16th April 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Crowe proposing a visit to his colliery and advising him to meet 

at Brora station. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Donald McLean advising of his plans to visit Brora colliery and also 

visiting Helmsdale (?) the same day, while also asking about possible accomodation and possibilities 

for salmon fishing and in a postscript arranging to meet at Brora station (at the same time as John 

Crowe, letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-112 

16th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Vogin Coal and Fireclay Company acknowledging the 

fitting and reopening of their no.2 pit to mine coal and fireclay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-113 

16th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnston returning notes of evidence from the Mauricewood case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Smillie advising that in the matter of the weight dispute at the 

Milburn and Cornsilloch collieries, Mr. Walker's plan to deduct wages if the amount of coal used to 

fill the hatches exceeds the standard weight has some basis in section 12(1) of the Coal Mines act 

and advises Mr. Smillie to act on behalf of the miners in this affair. Mr. Atkinson further advises that 

if no agreement can be reached a third person be agreed upon to do so or, in the last resort, the 

sheriff will be obliged to appoint an arbitrator. With this in mind , the author concludes that the 

miners should return to work and that any decision that is come to should be applied retrospectively 

as far as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-114 

16th/17th April 1890 

Three letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-113, second letter. 

The second, a letter from J.B. Atkinson,receiver unknown, regarding an application for Edgehead 

Colliery under section 10 (3) of the Coal Mines act for the splint coal seam only, advising that the 

application be granted under three conditions - that there is no more than 20 people employed in 

the coal seam until the 2nd outlet is completed, that this 2nd outlet is completed as quickly as 

possible and that the exemption will expire on the 31st August 1890. 

The third, dated 17th April, a letter from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnstone arranging a meeting regarding 

correspondence while Mr. Atkinson is away and informing the receiver that the Balgowie accident 

has proven fatal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-115 

18th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Simpson enquiring as to the name of Mr. Simpson's assistant 

present at the survey of the Gavieside workings  on the 1st November 1877. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Arnott of the Clyde Iron Works advising that he will be 

pleased to be present at a complementary dinner in honour of James Gilchrist. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, (Edinburgh?) enclosing a letter from R. 

McLaren on the Gavieside Inundation and informing Mr. Stuart that Mr. McLaren has been 

entrusted with finding out the name of an oversman or some official who was at the Gavieside mine 

after the 1st November 1877 and then sending the information straight to Mr. Stuart as Mr. 

Atkinson plans to be at home for most of the next week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-116 

18th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him to find the name and address of the oversman 

at the Gavieside workings from the 1st November 1877 to its abandonment or a fireman or 

roadsman if that is not possible to obtain. After finding the address, Mr. Atkinson advises getting a 

statement as to his knowledge of the mines workings after the 1st November and finally remarks on 

being at home for most of the next week (see NEIMME-JBA-4-115, 3rd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-117 

19th/20th April 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Walker and Cameron of Balbandie Colliery acknowledging the 

receipt and the sending back of a plan of the no.5 pit at Boghead which Mr. Atkinson advises should 

be sent direct to the Secretary of State.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 20th April,  returning remarks from a 

Mr. Stokes on explosions in coal mines and advising that they should be published and then 

answered by 'Bill'. Mr. Atkinson then advises that he has added his own remarks, and that he has not 

heard from Reid. He then concludes by advising that the coal mines act is probably adhered to if one 

engine draws from two shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-118 

19th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report 

on an accident to Margaret Bissett. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnston, referring to a report made by an assistant inspector at 

Mauricewood about stoppings. The assistant inspector did not observe the stopping at seam level, 

but remarked that one had been discovered at the point where the air course crossed the old slope 

road. He also observed that the imprisoned miners had built a 'fairly light' stopping and attempted 

to build another after the fire broke out, which leads the inspector to observe the miners must have 

been imprisoned for some time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-119 

19th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Herr and Mitchell remarking on their desire to open 

Knownoble Colliery in the Shotts parish and making a Mr. Thomas Dewar their manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-120 

19th April 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on William Kilpatrick's ineligibility for the 

undermanagers' certificate since he had not been active at the time of the passing of the act or for 5 

years previously. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a letter from 

Simpson and Wilson containing the name of the surveyor at Gavieside on the 1st November 1877. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-121 

19th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the 

death of Patrick Brown. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton,procurator fiscal, a report on the death of Patrick 

Brown as mentioned in the previous letter, a sinker who fell about 80 feet from an ordinary sinking 

kettle onto a scaffold at the Durie sinking shaft. Mr. Atkinson remarks he can not see any reason for 

him falling. The presence of an undermanager, Mitchell and another sinker, Clarke at the time of the 

incident was also noted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-122 

26th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of George Buchan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall remarking that the only colliery in the district that has a 

systematic watering regime is Udston and that there are only a few pits in the Hamilton district that 

are markedly dusty. Mr. Atkinson also apologises for the lateness of his reply explaining that he has 

been visiting the Brora Colliery, salmon fishing and visiting the gold diggings in Sutherland over the 

previous week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-123 

26th April 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to  J.S. Martin explaining he has sent on the letter he received from him 

to a Mr. Foster. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie promising to have the splint coal workings at Milburn 

examined for ventilation. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, explaining that he has 

heard of the death of a George Davidson from the Alloa Coal Company and expects a report from 

Mr. Johnstone shortly about the affair which he would then forward to Mr. McWatt. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-124 

26th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, concerning the employment 

of Mr. Prentice at the Gavieside mine. Mr. Atkinson remarks that Mr. Prentice's tenure as the 

manager for Youngs and Company was marked down in 1875 and has probably worked there ever 

since although a Mr. Moore's reports on the workings (which Mr. Atkinson promises to bring on a 

future visit) can only confirm that in 1878 Gavieside's no. 1 mine was working fells shale and 

employed 30 persons underground and 8 on the surface. Mr. Atkinson hopes that a Mr. Weir's 

evidence will confirm Mr. Prentice's presence in the mine during 1878. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar,Fife enclosing Mr. 

Johnstone's report on the death of George Wallace. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-125 

26th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, remarking that colliery owners will probably not object to revealing the hours of 

labour worked by miners in their mines for publication in a parliamentary return as long as the 

information did not refer to any particular mine or colliery but only to a particular district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-126 

26th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Airdrie and Ravenshall Coal Company remarking on their 

intention to work a small portion of (?) coal from their no. 41 pit at Cleland and their opening up a 

mine to work the humph coal from the surface, close to their no. 5 pit at Rochsolloch(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-127 

26th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Youngs'  Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil Company referring to a 

William S. Russell and his (appointment at?) Newliston mine in the room of the late Willliam Swann. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-128 



26th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Gavin Whitelaw of Clydesdale and Muirhouse Collieries 

remarking on the replacement of Daniel Smith by Robert Wilson from the aforementioned Collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-129 

26th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Walker and Cameron arranging a meeting to discuss an abandoned 

plan the latter have sent him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of a Peter Allan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-130 

29th April 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Morrison of Newbattle Collieries informing him/ 

affirming that the Marquis of Lothian has granted a lease of the Collieries to the Lothian Coal 

Company from the 12th March and that he continues to be agent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-131 

29th April 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him to attend the Gavieside Trial on 1st May in 

Edinburgh. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone advising him to attend the Gavieside Trial as above, 

with a postscript asking him to send a short report on the Devon sudden death to be sent on to the 

procurator fiscal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-132 

30th April 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G. Hood advising that the Whitehill, Dalhourie and Polton 

Collieries had been transferred to the Lothian Coal Company on the 12th March and would 

henceforth be worked by them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-133 

30 April/1st May 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson acknowledging the receipt of a note from R.L. Stuart, 

the Edinburgh procurator fiscal, saying that Mr. Ronaldson need not come (to the Gavieside Trial?-

see NEIMME-JBA-4-131). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr (?) Ronaldson in addition to the  note above from the receiver 

that Mr. Ronaldson has made arrangements to be in Edinburgh. (see  letter above) Mr. Atkinson 

suggests he shouldn't necessarily change these arrangements, although he should perhaps be 

appraised of the situation so he can make up his own mind. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa,dated 1st May, returning 

police information and sending Mr. Johnstone's report on the death of George Davidson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-134 

30 April/1st May 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren expressing sympathy for his ill health and advising him to 

not go down the pit.  Mr. Atkinson continues that Mr. McLaren should send a doctor's note if he is 

unable to attend a meeting arranged for the next day with R.L. Stuart, the  Edinburgh procurator 

fiscal at his office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, dated 1st May, 

enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the fatal accident of William Watson and Tom Duncan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-135 

1st May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. and I. Hamilton affirming that the company have opened an 

old shaft on the farm of Badallen at Fauldhouse. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-136 



1st May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Archibald Livingstone of Pentland Mines referring to the 

latter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-137 

2nd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, acknowledging the receipt of an amended form concerning the number of 

accidents and persons employed under the Coal and Metalliferous Mines Regulation acts and the 

return of said form. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-138 

3rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Hasmyth of Dundonald Colliery referring to (the 

appointment of?) George Blair of said Colliery in the room of George Thompson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-139 

3rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to C.C. M. Rattray of Cardenden Colliery referring to (the 

appointment of?) Hutchison Burt of said Colliery in the room of George Blair.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-140 

3rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Watson referring to Thomas Moodie of Garnock Colliery 

replacing James Gilchrist. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-141 

3rd May 1890 

Two letters-  



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police 

information on the accident to John Scott, remarking that his height of 6 foot four made him more 

liable to be 'caught' than an 'ordinary man'. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Walker and Cameron of Ballardie Colliery acknowledging the 

receipt of a letter enclosing a plan of Boghead no. 5 pit and a copy of its Bore journal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-142 

3rd May 1890 

 Plan of the no.5 pit at Bathgate signed by J.B. Atkinson  up to its concluding of working on 30th 

December 1889 remarking that the last survey of the mine was made on 8th November of that year. 

Mr. Atkinson concludes that the mine was not profitable and had been driven out by water while 

approximating the amount of coal worked and the distance gained between the survey and the 

closing of the mine. He remarks on the enclosing of a copy of the borehole whose site is included on 

the plan, and concludes that the plan of the no.5 pit at Boghead containing information on the 

Balbardie seam and china coal is in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-143 

3rd May 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, acknowledging that he has 

acceded to Mr. McWatt's request not to report the death of George Davidson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull returning tracings of the Mauricewood mine with 

thanks. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Johnstone at Edgehead colliery asking for a certificate confirming 

the posting up of a new set of special rules which Mr. Johnstone has sent to Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-144 

3rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe confirming that Young's Paraffin and Mineral Oil 

Company have reopened the no. 29 mine at Gavieside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-145 

3rd May 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

secretary of State, saying that since Mr. Atkinson could not find any evidence that petroleum 

engines were being used in the mines in his district he sees no need to make an amendment to the 

special rules on their use. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-146 

3rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe confirming that the no. 11 pit at Polbeth, the no. 30 

pit at Westwood and the no. 27 mine at Gavieside are all now owned by Young's Paraffin Light and 

Mineral Oil Company Ltd. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-147 

3rd May 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Legge of the Home Office acknowledging his sending of the annual 

report and asking Mr. Legge to send him anything that needs revising. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, on Home Office service, at Shotts Iron 

company, informing those receiving the letter that he will be visiting Calderhead no.3 (mine?) and to 

inform Graham Atkinson, the (assistant) Inspector, of the fact. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-148 

5th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Russell of Coltness Iron Works  confirming with him 

that the Coltness Iron Company have opened a new pit at Garriongill to be called the no. 10 pit with 

a Mr. John Wardlaw as its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-149 

5th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Russell of Coltness Iron Works mentioning Charles 

Russell, Blairhall Colliery and that William Swann has been appointed manager at 

Carrups(?)Limestone Workings. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-150 

5th May/6th May 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Graham concerning the Hebburn inquest and agreeing that the 

amount of coal dust involved had probably been underestimated by the witnesses who came 

forward. Mr. Atkinson puts forward his view that the explosion was probably caused by someone 

firing a shot in a dry dusty place without watering in contravention of general rule 12. Mr. Atkinson 

bemoans the lack of coroner's inquests in this case and condemns the system of private inquiry as 

unsatisfactory. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 6th May, asking him to correct any mistakes in 

a list of certificated managers. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-151 

6th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Johnstone on the subject of Edgehead coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-152 

6th May 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, asking for a copy of the 

complaint against Mr. Prentice. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Hamilton Sheriff Court) receiver unknown,  remarking on the case 

against Thomas Jackney, a miner found guilty of contravening the 87th Special Rule by having 3 

Lucifer matches in his possession at the lamp station in the main coal seam at Udston colliery and 

fined 10 shillings including expenses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-153 

9th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, returning lists of certificates of service and competency correcting the certificates 

of service for undermanagers while regretting he is not capable of correcting the rest. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-154 

10th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, forwarding the request for a leave of absence throughout June by R. McLaren, 

the assistant inspector of mines and reassuring Mr. Matthews that the work usually carried out by 

Mr. McLaren can be shared between Mr. Atkinson himself and the other assistant inspector of 

mines, Robert Johnstone during this period. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-155 

10th May 1890 

Report from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the accident and subsequent death of 

miner/shiftman John Campbell at the no.3 pit at Calderhead. The injury was caused by the falling of 

ironstone while Mr. Campbell was constructing a refuge hole, one of several he had constructed in 

previous days. After visiting the site, Mr. Atkinson includes two tracings of the accident site and 

suggests that the victim had shown insufficient care while building, neglecting to take down all loose 

stone before constructing the hole. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-156 

10th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of the details surrounding the accident and injury to the miner 

John Muller in the Corden No. 10 pit. The unexpected explosion of a shot of gelatin dynamite 

occurred when Muller and a colleague attempted to set off two shots in two shot holes. The first 

ignited too quickly, Mr. Atkinson continues, causing Muller and his companion to retreat to a place 

of safety. When the second shot appeared to have fizzled out, Mr. Muller returned only for the 

explosion to occur injuring his left eye and causing his face to be cut. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-157 

10th May 1890 

Two letters-  

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-156. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to L.Caldwell of Pumpherstone mines referring to a(n 

accident to?) Francis McWilliam and informing the receiver that he will be visiting his mines and 

arriving by train. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-158 

10th May 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing reports on the deaths 

of Hugh Goldie, John Lundie, John Campbell and James McGuinness(?).  

The second from J. B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing reports on the 

deaths on John Lundie and John Campbell. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to D.M. Mowat of the Summerlee Iron Works on the subject 

of John Goldie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-159 

10th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on the accident and subsequent death of a 

James McGuinness(?)-see above NEIMME-JBA-4-158, 1st letter-at the Drumgray seam of the 

Calderemix (?) colliery on the 6th May of that year, providing sketches of the area of the accident 

and concluding that the area should have been examined prior to the entry of Mr McGuinness, his 

brother and another miner to start work by a Mr William Roy, who acted as the mines' fireman, 

overman and loadsman. Mr Atkinson suggests that Mr. Roy, the brother and the other miner should 

be prosecuted for failing to comply with General Rule 4(1). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-160 

10th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, concerning a proposal to reduce the amount of time needed to be granted a 

certificate as manager of a mine to associates of the Royal School of Mines from 5 to 3 years and 

altering section 23 of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1889 accordingly. Mr. Atkinson expresses his 

approval of the idea, and suggests it should also apply to any college which gives instruction in 

mining. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-161-162 

10th May 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing Mr. Matthews of the charging of James Prentice, the manager of no. 11 

pit at Polbeth on behalf of the Youngs Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil Company with a breach of 

general rule 13 of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887 at the Edinburgh Sheriff Court and enclosing a 

copy of the complaint while returning a plan forwarded by the Home Office. Mr. Prentice's defence 

that the complaint was irrelevant since boring was only required within 40 yards of an area 

containing water was argued against by the procurator fiscal on Mr. Atkinson's behalf, but Mr 

Prentice was acquitted by the sheriff. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-163-166 

Date unknown (between 10th-12th May 1890?) 

A series of remarks by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on criticisms by a Mr. Stokes on the subject 

of (his book on) explosions in coal mines. The criticisms appear to have been made by Mr. Stokes in 

book form, to which Mr. Atkinson provides a series of rebuttals. The rebuttals explicitly refer to 

questions surrounding the Clay Cross explosion in 1882, Duckimfield (?), a Seaham explosion in 1880, 

Whitehaven and criticisms made by a Mr. Baimbridge and a Mr. Redmayne and an implication that 

Mr. Atkinson had been severely censured when publishing some of his findings, a criticism he finds 

offensive and untrue. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-167 

Unknown/ 12th May 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-163-166 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 12th May, remarking that he has 

returned Mr. Stokes' papers and made further criticisms. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-168 

13th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Brownlie of Elgin and Wellwood Collieries remarking on 

Robert Cook of said collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-169 

13th May 1890 



Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Lockhead Fire Clay Company confirming that they will 

cease working the Lockhead pit for fireclay and coal on that day to be replaced on the 15th of the 

month by the new proprietors, Browntreehill Coal Company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-170 

13th May 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,enclosing a report on the death 

of a William McGuire. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, confirming the 

receipt of a letter from Mr. Henderson and noting his quoted remarks from the Crown Council on 

the subject of the death of Alexander McMichael. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-171 

14th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) receiver unknown, concerning Shieldhill Coal and the Carron 

Company of Falkirk. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-172 

14th May 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow)  to William Higgins of Hareshaw Colliery on the subject of 

Hareshaw Coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-173 

14th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Torrance of Camps Lime Works remarking on the 

opening of an old pit at Forbane near Armadale by said company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-174 

14th/16th May 1890 

Three letters- 



The first from J. B. Atkinson to Dr. Foster about new forms which he has looked over and his 

suggestion for an amendment. 

The second from J.B Atkinson to James Clelland of the Carron Company confirming the receipt of 

two copies of the special rules proposed for Shieldhill colliery and promising to return one in due 

course. 

The third, dated 16th May, from J.B. Atkinson to L. Wilson, Miners secretary, Broxburn,confirming 

that the matter Mr. Wilson referred to will be inquired into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-175 

21st/22nd May 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, finding the application of a Mr. Robert Dunsmore for 

the Undermanagers Certificate ineligible due to his having no change as an oversman since 1873. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, accepting the eligibility of a Mr. James Baxter for 

the Undermanagers Certificate due to his service at Balquhatston Colliery between February 1884 

and the beginning of 1886. 

The third, dated 22nd May, from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson of Clydesdale and Muirhouse Collieries 

concerning the abandoning of plans to start 2 pits at Muirhouse and the subsequent sinking of a 

shaft on the Clydesdale Coal Field for a no.6 pit and the plans for a further sinking for a no.7 pit. Mr. 

Atkinson reminds Mr. Wilson that a duplicate copy of the special rules suggested for the no. 6 pit 

and a notice as to publication will be needed to comply with rule 52(2) of the Coal Mines Act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-176 

22nd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Black and Sons confirming their ownership of a pit 

that previously belonged to Shotts Iron Company in Brownyside in New Monkland Parish. Mr. 

Atkinson further confirms that the pit will be known as the no. 3 pit at Brownyside and will be 

managed by James Prentice with the same special rules that apply to pits 1 and 2. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-177 

22nd May 1890 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him to attend the Airdrie Sheriffs' Court to 

witness a case involving a prosecution of workers at the Lannochside Colliery for carrying naked 

lights in an area where only safety lamps are allowed since he is assumed to have some knowledge 

of the points involved in the case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood of Bathville Collieries regarding the accident of a John 

Sinclair which Mr. Atkinson understands was fatal but has not been provided with the appropriate 

notice to confirm the death. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Torrance enclosing official forms under the Coal Mines act 

and informing Mr. Torrance that as long as there is no more than 30 working at his colliery and there 

is no notice in writing served by Mr. Atkinson that requires him to appoint a manager then he is 

exempt from the acts provision requiring a manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-178 

23rd May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Henderson and Hands at Brucefield Lime Works 

confirming the surveying and subsequent abandonment of the underground workings connected to 

the limestone quarry at New Park station. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-179 

24th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Smart of Fermiegare Colliery (appointing) John Shaw to 

that colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-180 

24th May 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to James Wood of Bathville Collieries reminding Mr. Wood that notice of 

the death of an injured person must be reported in writing as per section 35(3) of the Coal Mines 

Act. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-177, second letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.G. Legge of the Home Office enclosing a corrected revision of Mr. 

Atkinson's annual report which he is now satisfied can be printed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-181 



26th May 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull advising him that if he applied for an exemption under 

section 18(3)(a) he could employ 20 persons to work the proposed seam of coal at Mauricewood 

colliery who would not be restricted from forming the communication of the second outlet. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-182 

27th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren requesting that forms regarding required hours of labour be 

completed and sent back to him. Mr. Atkinson also mentions that he suspects the Hareshaw 

collieries' methods regarding the tapping of water may prove dangerous. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-183 

29th May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal Company regarding their plans to 

open out the no.17 pit at West Beukar for Shotts' furnace coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-184 

30th May/31st May/2nd June 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Munro of the Quarter colliery regarding Samuel Reid 

and confirming a visit to the colliery arriving at Quarter Road on the following Monday. 

The second, dated 31st May, from J.B. Atkinson to James Roden acknowledging Mr. Roden's 

concerns regarding ventilation at the no.8 pit at Barblue and promising the matter will be looked 

into. 

The third, dated 2nd June, from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Reid acknowledging the receipt of plans for 

mines at Glentore, returning them and suggesting that Mr. Reid should immediately send them to 

the Secretary of State after they arrive back. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-185 

31st May 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, acknowledging the returning of forms concerning the hours of labour of persons 



employed in and about the mines located in the district. Mr. Atkinson explains that the number of 

hours  given during which minerals are drawn to the surface each day are the usual, and vary 

according to each mines' circumstance and the hours worked there and also since there is only one 

metalliferous mine in the area at Leadsville no returns have been taken from there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-186 

31st May/3rd June 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,regarding the accident 

of John Nichol.  Returning the police information on the accident, Mr. Atkinson remarks that Mr. 

Johnstone's investigation of the affair suggests no blame can be placed on anyone involved. 

The second, dated 3rd June, from J.B. Atkinson to the Imredge Coal Company acknowledging the 

receipt of, and returning, the plan provided by the company for mineral workings in Blackhill and 

suggesting the immediate sending of said plan to the Secretary of State upon return. 

The third, dated 3rd June, from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Doffell of the Home Office returning a 

corrected version of a report in which plans will be inserted at a later date. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-187 

3rd June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Charles Carlow mentioning William Mitchell of Wollagreen 

Colliery and John Campbell (being appointed to) Durie Colliery. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding an application (regarding NEIMME-JBA-

4-181?) that may be granted if not more than 20 people are employed in the seam until the 

completion of a second outlet, the second outlet to be completed as quickly as possible and the 

exemption given to expire on the 31st October 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-188 

4th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Springbank Colliery mentioning James Wilson (being 

appointed to) the aforementioned colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-189 



6th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Maxwell advising Mr. Maxwell of his forthcoming visit to 

Glamannan by train and his wish to be met at the station. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson acknowledging the receipt of two letters 

concerning Nimmo and sons' Jubilee pit and Gemmells' no.1 pit and ensuring Mr. Robertson of his 

attention to thee matters involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-190 

7th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, regarding a fatal accident to 

Thomas Blair and enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Harries on the subject of barometers. Mr. Atkinson expresses 

the belief that mercurial barometers are 'more sluggish' at measuring pressure than aneroid 

barometers, and expresses his wish of testing this belief, while acknowledging that the mercurial 

barometers are far more 'certifically accurate'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-191 

7th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron Company expressing his displeasure at 

finding that loose powder has been used in Calderhead pit in violation of General rule 12(6) of the 

Coal Mines Act and asking Mr. Turnbull to take steps to avoid this happening in the future. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. and G. Anderson of Barblues colliery reporting Mr. Johnstone's 

findings on the failings of the mine. Mr. Atkinson reports that the ventilation was found defective 

and not in accordance with General Rule 1 of the Coal Mines Act; the abstract and special rules of 

the Mine Act were not posted at the mine; no register of boys was kept; no monthly record was kept 

of the ventilation; the oversman signs for the pitheadman on the reports of the engineman and the 

pitheadman and loose powder was used in the mine. The author advises that action is taken at once 

to comply with the Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-192 



7th June 1890 

Report from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the death of collier Samuel Reid, who was crushed 

by a descending cage at the bottom of the no.7 pit at Quarter Colliery owned by Colin Dunlop and 

Company.  Mr. Atkinson's inspection revealed that the deceased had entered into the mine when his 

safety lamp went out and, while trying to avoid a 'restive' horse controlled by a John Holmes, the 

cage descended on him and killed him. The author concludes that no breach of the Coal Mines 

Regulation Act or the special rules under that act seems to have been made. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-193 

7th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Muir regarding a William John Jeffrey (being appointed 

to) Stravenhouse colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-194 

7th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Roden acknowledging the receipt of a letter concerning Mr. 

Burt's pit at Darngavil and assuring Mr. Roden of his attention to the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Russell, coal master, informing him of the failings found by 

assistant inspector Johnstone at the Cadzow section of the splint coal seam at Barmelinth no.1 pit 

which Mr. Russell runs. Mr. Atkinson reports that miners were working in places where safety lamps 

'showed a blue case(?) from a half an inch in length to the full length of the gauge' in breach of rule 

107 of the Coal Mines act, 'a highly dangerous state of things'. Another breach was the foremen's 

delay in reporting his 6am inspection until 4 or 5 in the afternoon instead of 'without delay'. The 

author advises Mr. Russell to immediately attend to these matters. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-195 

7th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's principal 

Secretary of State, asking for an interview with Mr. Matthews to put across his views of the 

unfairness of the course pursued in connection with the Mauricewood pit disaster in accordance 

with previous correspondence regarding an enquiry under section 45 of the Coal Mines Regulation 

act 1887. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-196 

7th June 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, date and receiver unknown, on the subject of train arrival times from 

Glasgow to Phillipstown. Mr. Atkinson considers that the train arrival times are either too early or 

too late for his purpose of inspecting the Phillipstown underground mine during working hours and 

so he considers stopping at Linlithgow on the express instead. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of Samuel Reid. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Benson at West Longrigg colliery  advising Mr. Benson of his 

forthcoming visit to the no. 1 pit at Longriggend and his hope to be met on his arrival. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-197 

9th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Archibald Livingstone of Pentland Mines confirming the 

appointment of Wan Powell as the under-manager of the no.1 mine at Pentland; Alexander Paterson 

as the under-manager of the no.2 mine at Pentland under certificate 1959; David Archibald as the 

(under-manager?) of no. 4 mine at Straiton under certificate 96; Walter Grant as the under-manager 

of no.7 mine at Straiton under certificate 1490 and Samuel Kilpatrick as the under-manager of 

Thortonhall Mine under certificate 2317. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-198 

10th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Hood of the Lothian Coal Company confirming that there 

are plans to reopen the old shaft at Polton colliery by the Lothian Coal company and that one or two 

shafts will then be sank for winding purposes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-199 

10th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Johnstone of Edgehead colliery on the subject of 

Edgehead coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-200 



10th June/12th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Nasmyth of Donibuitte colliery advising Mr. Nasmyth 

of his visit to the colliery the next day departing from Dunfermline in the morning. 

The second, dated 12th June, from J.B. Atkinson to James Roden acknowledging Mr. Roden's 

concerns about the ventilation of the no. 9 pit at Longriggend and assuring him it will be attended 

to. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-201 

12th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Eavin Paul and sons acknowledging their sinking of two pits on 

the Riddochhill estate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-202 

12th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Eavin Paul and sons acknowledging their abandonment of the 

no. 3 pit at Morside colliery and their enclosing of tracings of the pit's workings, advising the 

company to send the latter immediately to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-203 

14th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to John Fyfe, managing director of Young's Paraffin Light and 

Mineral Oil company on the subject of David Rankine and the no.2 pit at Muirhall and also advising 

(acknowledging?) that the whole of said company's mines in the Addiwell, West Calder, Newliston 

and Bathgate districts were now under the control of certificated managers with Mr Thomas 

Prentice appointed the General Agent for the mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-204 

14th June 1890 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Gibson of Hermand Mines advising Mr. Gibson of his 

forthcoming visit to the mines and his wish to be met at the station while also mentioning two 

persons. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, on the matter of an explosion at 

Holmes Mine, returning police information and enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the matter, and 

requesting a further meeting to discuss the matter arranging a calling time at his office in two days if 

a sooner date is not convenient. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson acknowledging the receipt of his complaints 

about the no. 1 pit at Auchengray and the no. 8 pit at Longriggend, and promising his attention on 

the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-205 

14th June 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Howie and Frain acknowledging their opening of an old coal 

mine at Machan in Larkhall and their working of the Virtuewell seam. Mr. Atkinson advises that a 

certificated manager will not be required at the mine provided not more than 30 men are found to 

be employed underground or they are not served with a notice from Mr Atkinson saying they 

require one. The letter also comments on something being enclosed, but omits details. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, commenting on the application for exemption 

from use of gunpowder at the Hall pit, the no.1 pit at Calderhead, the no.3 pit at Calderhead and the 

Hartwoodhill pit. Mr. Atkinson allows the certificates granted to reflect this, since these mines have 

been found to be free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-206-208 

14th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, on the matter of enquiries into mining accidents and disasters involving large loss 

of life in his district. With particular reference to the Mauricewood incident, Mr Atkinson argues that 

the nature of enquiries into such cases in Scotland is unsatisfactory due to their private nature, in 

contrast to the English practice of public enquiries. The procurator fiscal and inspector of mines keep 

the enquiries private, and only when there is a prosecution made does any evidence reveal itself to 

the general public. Mr. Atkinson continues that such a state of affairs leaves ordinary miners feeling 

they have no outlet for grievances which could quite properly be brought against mining companies 

under the Employers' Liability Act. Without such an outlet, Atkinson argues, miners requesting public 

enquiries will feel that the inspector of mines has been derelict in his duty. In the case of the 

Mauricewood enquiry, Mr Atkinson feels that he himself was seen as an accessory to the covering 



up of details, due to his lack of power which he would have had if such a case was brought in 

England. Mr. Atkinson concludes with the argument that all fatal accidents in mines in Scotland 

should be subject to a public enquiry, and that should this be made law he would be anxious to 

cooperate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-209 

17th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe, managing director of Young's Paraffin and Mineral 

Oil company, acknowledging their discontinuing of the no. 4 mine at Hoptown due to the virtual 

exhaustion of materials. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-210-211 

18th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of an explosion at the Holmes no.2 Oilshale mine in Linlithgow, 

owned by Holmes Oil Company. The explosion resulted in the burning of eight men and the death of 

one. A fireman was found to have previously examined the level where the accident took place and 

found fire-damp. All bar one of the night shift workmen decided not to enter, but the one who did 

was thought to have caused the explosion and was the sole fatality in the case. Mr. Atkinson argues 

that  the ventilation provided in the mine was inadequate under general rule 1,section 49 of the Coal 

Mines Regulation act 1887 with fanners being used ineffectively in a manner that Mr. Atkinson had 

not seen before. Mr. Atkinson concludes with his desire to prosecute the mines' certificated 

manager James Roberts for the breach mentioned above. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-212 

18th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, reporting on the explosion of fire-

damp and air at the Holmes no. 2 mine on the 11th June. As in the previous letter (NEIMME-JBA-4-

210-211) Mr. Atkinson argues that despite the explosion being caused by a miner (John McLachlan) 

entering an area against the orders of the fireman, the manager (John Roberts) is at least equally at 

fault for failing to provide adequate ventilation to dilute and render harmless noxious gases in the 

area concerned, as specified in General rule 1, section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-213 

18th June 1890 



Two letters-  

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-212. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, enclosing the report as 

rendered in NEIMME-JBA-4-212 and informing Mr. Henderson of his intention to prosecute John 

Roberts for negligence (as outlined in NEIMME-JBA-4-211). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-214 

18th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone informing him of his visit to Linlithgow and his meeting 

with the deputy fiscal, Mr Gamine, who has advised him that a prosecution for the breach of General 

Rule 1 in the Holmes explosion case should go ahead and in his opinion the Sheriff would convict. 

Mr. Atkinson goes on to inform Mr. Johnstone that Mr. Gamine has sent on the case papers to the 

crown counsel, and his intention to prosecute on the grounds of lack of constant ventilation as 

specified in General Rule 1. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-215 

19th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G.L. Campbell informing him that he has no connection with 

the Hartley Fund committee unlike his predecessor, Mr. R. Moore. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. 

Campbell to write to Mr. W. Laird to find the information he requires, and adds that he knows of no 

funds which could be mined to send a representative to the unnamed conference Mr. Moore has 

mentioned. Mr. Atkinson concludes that there would appear to be room to set up the establishing of 

a permanent relief fund for the benefit of wives and families of miners killed by accidents. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Roden advising him that he has received his letter 

regarding the ventilation at Barblues no. 8 pit and that the pit will again be inspected. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-216 

19th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Darling of Calderhead colliery advising that he cannot allow 

him to work his no.2 pit with only one outlet, but that Mr. Darling might be able to persuade the 

secretary of state to grant him an exemption under section 18(3)(a) of the Mines act if he applies to 

him. Mr. Atkinson argues that should he do so, the matter would then be sent back to him, and then 

either he or one of his assistant inspectors would enquire into the matter. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-217 

19th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to L.Moodie of Garnock colliery referring to a Mr. Samuel Millar 

(being made the under-manager ?) of Garnock colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-197). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-218 

21st June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Archibald advising him of a future visit regarding the 

dispute at Sheardale colliery and informing him of his acceptance of meeting with him as 

representative of the men. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson asking him for his opinion as to the 

(Holmes explosion) case and whether it is prosecutable considering the fact that it is the third 

explosion at the mine since Mr Atkinson took over as inspector of the district. The author asks for 

the report he has sent to be inspected to be returned quickly, and asks whether he has sent on his 

remarks to Stokes, as he has been expecting a response from him (an outburst of gas). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-219 

21st June 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Gilder and Cook of Netherbeath colliery acknowledging the 

opening out by the company of the old 'Burn' pit at Cuttlehill in Dunfermline for coal mining 

purposes. Mr. Atkinson also mentions the enclosing of material, but gives no details. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-220 

21st June 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Prentice acknowledging the returning of proof sheets 

regarding remarks made by Mr. Prentice on the minerals of the new Monkland parish. Mr. Atkinson 

argues that the material should be printed in the transactions of the mining institute with the 

addition of a map and section breakdown as a very valuable paper of a kind lacking in the institute's 

records. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Ritchie of Gartness colliery on thje subject of (the 

death) of Thomas Faulan. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, enclosing a report on the 

death of Thomas Faulan and the injury to Thomas Dooray. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-221 

22nd June/24th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to F.C. Hargreaves asking for the papers he has been indexing 

some time during the week and arranging a meeting some time after 9 to discuss the matter. 

The second, dated 24th June, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Murray asking for admission to 

see the original Glentore plans in Glasgow after seeing a tracing of them and wishing to compare the 

two. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-222 

24th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Archibald remarking on the weighing of hutches and 

minerals at Sheardale colliery, concluding after his visit that although rules for such weighing could 

not be entirely accurately measured the owners wish to 'call the weight of all the hutches 3 and a 

quarter cu(?)t was not quite fair'. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson returning Stokes' remarks and 

advising 'Bill' that a Mr. Bradford had visited about a fortnight ago. 'J. B.' also remarks on his wish to 

meet with Bill in September, his intention to visit Fife for two months the following Tuesday and his 

acknowledgment that his report has been released. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-223 

25th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Jackson, the liquidator of the East of Fife Coal Company 

acknowledging the discontinuation of the proving of the minerals at New Gilston and the 

abandonment of the workings. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-224 



25th June/27th June 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Weir remarking on the ineligibility of David Ditchburn 

for an undermanagers certificate due to his never working under a certificated manager whose job 

could be seen to correspond to the work of an undermanager. Mr. Atkinson argues Mr. Ditchburn 

has worked an adequate amount of time, but since he has only worked in a mine where the persons 

employed were only from 10 to 15 an undermanager was not needed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir advising him of the ineligibility of David Ditchburn for an 

undermanagers certificate, as outlined in the previous letter. 

The third, dated 27th June, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.L. Lindsay of Castlehill Iron Works 

regarding (an injury to?) David Dunlop. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-225 

26th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Clelland of the Carron Company on the subject of 

Shieldhill coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-226 

27th June 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Hobson, postmaster, enquiring about two letters from the Westings 

Coal company and the Clippens Oil company which have not reached him despite being convinced 

they have been sent correctly and asking the postmaster to look further into the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren enclosing  a copy of the special rules and 

hoping Mr. McLaren has enjoyed his holiday while alluding to a troublesome foot. Mr. Atkinson 

advises Mr. McLaren of his forthcoming trip to Largs and arranges a meeting about work. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-227 

28th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be provided with a plan from the abandoned mine registered at the 

Home Office, no. 1371, at the Mince(?)Fells shale workings, Gavieside. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-228 

28th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-229, 2nd letter 

below), a report on the death of William Dunlop on 23rd June from a fall of stone on the roof of the 

lower Drumgray seam of the no.2 pit at Westrigg colliery. Mr. Atkinson concludes, after a visit to the 

site of the accident, that there seems to be no blame to be attached to any person. He provides a 

sketch of the area involved, and concludes that the stone fell from the lipe above. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-229 

28th June 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Wilson acknowledging receipt of a letter with special rules. Mr. 

Atkinson advises that the special rules to be followed are laid down in section 52 of the Coal Mines 

Act and should be posted at his mine for 14 days along with a printed notice and then sent back with 

a letter confirming the posting of the rules. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, enclosing a report on the death of 

William Dunlop (see NEIMME-JBA-4-228 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Hobson, postmaster, advising him that one of the letters that Mr. 

Atkinson had declared missing (see NEIMME-JBA-4-226, first letter) had arrived late due to being 

incorrectly addressed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-230 

28th June/30th June 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, on the subject of the explosion at 

the Holmes Shale mine and his receiving the sanction from the Home Office to prosecute James 

Roberts for a breach of General Rule 1 section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887 (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-210/211/212 etc.) 

The second, dated 30th June, from J.B. Atkinson to R. Hobson, postmaster, apologising that the 

second letter Mr. Atkinson had considered lost in the post had been found in his house.(see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-226, first letter/NEIMME-JBA-4-229, third letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-231 



28th June 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Smith, secretary of the Holmes Oil Company confirming 

that the company has opened a trial mine in the Houston Coal (seam?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-231A 

Two letters- 

30th June/1st July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson on the subject of the Muircambus(?) Estate, apologising 

for the mislaying of his previous letter (see NEIMME-JBA-4-230, 2nd letter) and advising him to visit 

him at Largs to view the geological map of the district involved in the lower coal or limestone series. 

The second, dated 1st July, from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe acknowledging the receipt of the annual 

return from the no.4 mine at Hopetown together with a tracing of the workings, while advising Mr. 

Fyfe to forward the returned tracing to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-232 

2nd July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Bowman (Glasgow) concerning a Mr. Thomas Taylor and advising 

of a visit to Buckhaven Station the next day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Small (Glasgow) acknowledging Mr. Small's concerns on 

the weighing at Knownoble Hill colliery and the ventilation at the no.6 mine at Chapel colliery and 

assuring him of his attentions to the matters. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren asking for three forms for annual returns. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-233 

3rd July/4th July 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to F(red) R. Atkinson providing information as to which collieries 

are using coal cutting machines powered by compressed air- Springbank, Gartness, Fence, Whitehill 

and Penstone. Mr. (JB) Atkinson advises against writing to the managers of the collieries mentioned 

due to their lack of power and the possibility they might refuse to answer, proposing instead that 



'Fred' asks him what sort of information he requires. 'JB' concludes by hoping that 'Fred' will find a 

new berth soon. 

The second, dated 4th July, from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to G. Lammie and Son of the British Linen 

Banking Company enclosing a money order to the credit of his account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-234 

5th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a 

report on the death of Thomas Taylor. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Jackson acknowledging the sending of the form he 

requires and advising the sending of the plan of the workings to the Secretary of State, and 

proposing a visit to his works in the near future. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Gavin Paul and Sons acknowledging the receipt of the plan 

of the no.3 pit at Mosside, and asking for the respective depths of the level coal and main coal at 

that pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-235 

5th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, questioning the naming of a plan which purportedly 

describes an abandoned mine as the Fells shale Workings in Gavieside when Mr. Atkinson contends 

it should be in Cousland, since the Gavieside plan should be deposited at the Home Office. Mr. 

Atkinson questions whether the latter has been lost or mislaid. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report 

on the death of David Dunlop. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Small replying to requests for reports under the 

Mines act for the years 1887 and 1889. Mr. Atkinson suggests that he has no copies of either, but 

promises to forward a copy of the latter when he receives it while writing to Mr. McLaren to see if 

he has any copies of the former. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-236 

5th July 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, replying to the request for the time of day when fatal accidents in mines are 

found to occur to be added to annual reports. Mr. Atkinson replies that such details may be added 

and that they could be made more useful if the time was noted in relation to the beginning of the 

shift in which it occurred, but advises leaving the question of appropriate action up to the individual 

inspectors involved rather than providing any proscribed instruction on the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-237 

5th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on the subject of the death of a Thomas 

Taylor, an elderly pithead waggoner, crushed by a wagon of coal on the morning of the 30th June at 

the no.2 pit at Muiredge, owned by Bowman and company. After a visit to the site of the accident, 

Mr. Atkinson ascertained that the accident occurred when the deceased and a James Coulson were 

trying to remove a North British Railway truck holding 5 tons of coal from the screen (?). As Mr. 

Coulson held the brake down, the deceased tried to stop the moving truck with a wooden 

obstruction but as this was knocked off by the wagon Mr. Taylor lost control of it and he fell, with 

the wagon moving forward and crushing his left side. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that no blame 

would seem to be able to be apportioned to anyone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-238 

5th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, requesting the granting of a leave of absence for Assistant Inspector Johnstone 

from the 1st to the 13th August, assuring Mr. Matthews that the work that he would have done can 

be adequately carried out by himself and Mr. McLaren, the other Assistant Inspector of Mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-239-240 

5th July 1890 

Report from J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-241,first letter, below) 

on the subject of the death of a John Wheelan, injured by a rake of hutches on the main incline of 

the Shaiton no.4 mine owned by Clippers Oil company. After inspection of the accident site, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that the deceased had been under the influence of drink and had tried to 

descend with his fellow miners on the morning in question despite it not not being his appointed 

shift. The undermanager and a pitheadman prevented him from descending, but he then 

purportedly proceeded to walk down the incline and was then thought to be caught and dragged by 

the ascending 'rake' causing his injuries and subsequent death. Mr. Atkinson argues that the lack of  



a 'place of refuge'  or manhole as suggested by General Rule 14 of the Coal Mines act was 

regrettable, but that otherwise the safety proceedings at the pit seemed to be sufficient. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-241 

5th July/9th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal,  Edinburgh, enclosing a report 

on the death of John Wheelan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to Mr. Gair,procurator fiscal, Falkirk, dated 9th July, 

enclosing a report on the death of Robert Marshall at Grangemouth colliery on the 4th July. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 9th July,on the subject of the application for 

exemption from double shafts at the Calderhead no.2 pit under Rule 18(3) (a). Mr. Atkinson thinks 

the exemption may be granted, but only until the end of October when it might be extended 

depending on circumstances and conditions in the mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-242 

9th July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H. Johnstone, enclosing notice of (an) accident; acknowledging 

the receipt of Mr. Johnstone's report ; advising that the East of Fife coal company are sending their 

annual return and area plan for sending to the Home Office; that Mr. Atkinson has Winthank and 

Rothes limestone mines in his list for the year; that he encloses a cutting from the Scotsman 

(newspaper); asking that Mr. Johnstone has a look down Mauricewood; thanking Mr. Johnstone for 

his information about fishing; advising that he will talk about leave with Mr. Martin and asking for 

his opinion on the water problem at Gilmerton due to his experience of problems at the Edge coal 

seams. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G.L. Campbell informing him that the current secretary 

of the Blantyre Explosion Fund is a Mr. Arthur Forbes of Glasgow and supplying him with his address. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-243 

9th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Brownrigg Coal company acknowledging that the 

company has begun to sink an escape shaft to the splint coal in the no.2 pit at Brownrigg. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-244 

9th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that James Dougall and sons, have, as requested, provided 

information on the death of Robert Marshall in an accident at the Bonnyside Fireclay mine on the 

4th July as the result of an explosion caused while Mr. Marshall was 'warming' dynamite cartridges. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-245 

12th July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first, from Lanark,  a plan of the abandoned LIndridge no.2 (mine?) at Shotts, Holytown, for the 

Lindridge Coal company and Virtuewell coal with the exhaustion of the seam on 19th June 1890, 

signed off by J.B. Atkinson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the above plan of the abandoned mine 

at Lindridge colliery acknowledging it is in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-246 

12th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, (Glasgow) receiver unknown, concerning Gavin Whitelaw of Wishaw and 

the no.6 pit (at) Clydesdale coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-247 

12th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State,enclosing a report on the Bonnyside Fireclay mine accident from assistant 

inspector of mines, R. McLaren. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-244). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-248 

12th July 1890 



Plan for abandoned mine at Glentore colliery at New Monkland in Airdrie, checked by J.B. Atkinson, 

mentioning William Lunan, John Murray and Walter McDonald of Glentore Coal company and 

virtuewell(coal), (a) smithy, musselband shale and ironstone, Kiltongue and Drumgray , the reason 

for its January 1890 closure being given as its proving unprofitable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-249 

12th July 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming the plans for the abandoned mine at 

Glentore colliery are in order (see NEIMME-JBA-4-248) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, returning 

police information and enclosing R. McLaren's report on the death of John Wright. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson of Clydesdale and Muirhouse collieries 

acknowledging the receipt of two copies of the proposed Special Rules to be used at Clydesdale 

colliery, and promising the return of one of these in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-250 

12th July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Bellsdyke Coal company, suggesting that the enquiry as 

to why the application for Alex Addie to become an undermanager was refused should be addressed 

to the Secretary of State since his particular case had not been handled by Mr. Atkinson. He suggests 

that if Mr. Addie thinks he has been treated unfairly, he should reapply in which case his papers 

would come before Mr. Atkinson and he could enquire about it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Small, regretting that Mr. McLaren does not 

have a copy of Mr. Moore's report of 1887 and that he has not received copies of his own report as 

yet (see NEIMME-JBA-4-235, third letter). Mr. Atkinson suggests writing directly to the Home 

Secretary for the former, as he doesn't doubt that he will have what Mr. Small is looking for. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-251 

14th July 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, acknowledging that  Mr. Robertson, a miner's agent 

with a mine manager's certificate, gave evidence at the Mauricewood enquiry but regretting his 

inability to give any more details on the subject since the question of fees given to witnesses did not 

come before him, further suggesting the matter should be referred to the gentleman in charge of 

the enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Colonel V.D. Majendie, Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of 

Explosives, suggesting he refer to the report he had sent to the Home Office that very day for 

information he has requested on the explosion at the Bonnyside Fireclay mine and that if he 

required anything more Mr. Atkinson would be glad to provide it. Mr. Atkinson continuues that he 

believes that the explosion was caused by the separation of some nitroglycerine from dynamite that 

was being thawed and that had gathered on the bottom, exploding during the heating and agitation 

of the water. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-252 

15th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Smillie, ensuring Mr. Smillie that the matter concerning 

Fairholm collieries will be looked into. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, 

acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning 2 enclosures at the Rosehill pit at Uphall and ensuring 

the matter will be looked into. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Manuelrigg Coal company, enquiring as to why the 

company is mining the Armsdale main coal in their no. (3?) pit at Manuelrigg colliery in 

contravention of section 16(1) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887 (as Mr. McLaren has 

reported to him). Mr. Atkinson advises the company to get in touch with him about this.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-253 

16th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Watson acknowledging that the Coxrod seam in the no. 3 

pit at Judge colliery in Slamannan is exhausted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-254 

16th July 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren advising Mr. McLaren that prosecuting the 

Manuelrigg Coal company would not be a good idea, since the company had already applied for an 

exemption in a letter of the 8th and had asked for a month to to complete a 2nd outlet (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4- 252, 2nd letter). Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. McLaren if he knows of any natural condition 

he can think of that would make it inadvisable to grant the exemption that the company request. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H.Johnstone advising him to obtain and keep parcels from 

the Home Office, if they are as he suspects enclosed, and if they are Annual Reports, he asks Mr. 

Johnstone to forward him a copy. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-255 

16th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Smith, the secretary of Holmes Oil company, 

acknowledging said companies' abandonment of trial mine in the Houston coal (seam?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-256 

17th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-257, 1st letter), a 

report on the accident at the No. 13 pit at Darngavil colliery owned by Darngavil Coal company 

causing the burning of  miner Owen Heron. After examining the site where the accident took place 

with the mine manager Henry King and the overman/fireman David Burt Mr. Atkinson concluded 

that the accident had occurred at a point in the mine crossing a trouble where gas had been found 

on the morning of the accident. Mr. Burt had stated that he had fenced the area off and had told 

Heron not to enter, but that the miner had disobeyed and had entered holding a naked light which 

ignited the gas. Mr. Atkinson concludes by saying he had advised the manager to send a report of 

the incident to the procurator fiscal and to initiate proceedings based on the breach of the Coal 

Mines act that had been committed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-257 

17th July/18th July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, acknowledging the 

receipt of his letter on the accident of Owen Heron and enclosing a report on the affair (NEIMME-

JBA-4-256). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Chisholm Robertson,dated 18th July, acknowledging 

his letter concerning Auchengray colliery and promising the matter would be looked into. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-258 

18th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Ross and Company acknowledging their 

commencement of driving an incline for a new mine to be called the no.4 mine at Phillipstown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-259 

19th July 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (R.McLaren?), advising that it is not necessary to grant 

an exemption to the Manuelrigg colliery under section 18 since they have assured him that an 

escape shaft will be completed in time.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren expressing his displeasure at the attitude of the 

manager of the Manuelrigg mine who had confessed to Mr. McLaren that he would rather be 

prosecuted and fined than lose an order and pay a forfeit for it. Although he can find no grounds for 

prosecution in the manager's actions since he could have applied successfully for an exemption in 

the case concerned (apart from his delay in completing a 2nd outlet) (see letter above), his conduct 

in revealing  he was willing to contravene the Mines act to save expense has left Mr. Atkinson 

wondering whether proceedings should not be brought against him anyway under section 27, and 

asks Mr. McLaren for his opinion on the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-260 

19th July/21st July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to C.Carlow  advising him of a forthcoming visit in which he wants 

to see the Leven pits. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken (Glasgow) thanking him for the papers he received 

regarding the treatment of mining timber and the specimen of wood, which Mr. Atkinson reports did 

not burn as readily (as normal?). 

The third, dated 21st July, from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to Mr. Jamieson, asking for access to reports 

about coal at Pilten (?) which a Mr. Brown at Muiredge collieries has informed him of. Mr. Atkinson 

proposes a visit on the 24th to view the reports. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-261 

22nd July 1890 

Two letters-  

The first a plan of the abandoned  no.4 mine at Hopetown at Ecclesmachan  in Ellensburgh owned by 

Young's Paraffin and Light and Mineral Coal company where the 'Broxburn' shale was exhausted and 

closed on the 31st May 1890, checked by J.B. Atkinson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that the plan outlined in the first letter 

is in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-262 

22nd July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, informing 

him that he is returning papers relating to the Rosehill pit at Uphall and that, after an inspection, he 

has informed Sir John Pender of the unsafe condition of the top of the shaft thereby making him 

liable for any accidents should he not fence it securely. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Colonel V.D. Majendrie, Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of 

Explosives, acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning the Bonnyside explosion (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-251, second letter) and providing Mr. Majendrie with the name of the dealer of the dynamite 

involved, a Mr. Brown, a grocer from Dunipace in Stirlingshire. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Sir John Pender informing him of the unsafe fencing of the 

top of the Rosehill pit at Uphall (see 1st letter above) and advising him to fence it in accordance with 

section 37 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-263  

23rd July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Smith of the Holmes Oil company concerning John 

Galloway and (his taking over?) the Holmes Oil Shale mine during the absence of James Roberts from 

the mine for 8 to 10 days. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-264 

23rd July 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Wallace Thorneycroft of Merryton colliery concerning Mr. 

Thorneycroft himself being made manager of the colliery (?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-265 

23rd July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H. Johnstone asking for 6 copies of mineral statistics; professing 

his ignorance as to why circulars were sent out by 'Martin' concerning Cadmans' superannuation 

unless it were to prevent M.P.s getting to it first;admitting that he knows of no (M.Ps?) in Scotland, 

but asking Mr. Johnson if he does to try and get them to support the motion (concerning Cadmans?) 

and allowing Mr. Johnstone to go away on the 29th and not to come back any earlier confessing that 

he will not be leaving Largs on the last of the month to avoid crowded trains. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-266 

24th July/ 26th July/28th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Gammie, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, 

acknowledging the receipt of a letter concerning the explosion at the Holmes Oil Shale mine and 

advising him that the Home Secretary has sanctioned him to prosecute and he has informed Mr. 

Henderson of this in a letter he has enclosed (see 2nd letter below).  

The second, dated 28th July, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

informing him of obtaining sanction to prosecute James Roberts, the manager of the Holmes Shale 

mine for breaching General Rule 1 section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. 

The third, dated 26th July, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G.A. Ferguson, Home Secretary, providing 

his apologies for being unable to be present at the exhibition of mining and metallurgy luncheon on 

the 28th July. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-267 

26th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Waddell and son concerning John Dunn and Delquhandy 

colliery and acknowledging that William Morgan is the manager at Mauldslie colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-268 

27th July 1890 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson, informing him of receiving a French 

pamphlet ' notice par les moyens employes pour combattre le danger des possieres 

charbonneausses dans les mines' by V. Watteyne and A. Demeure and promising  to forward it to 

him if he has not got a copy while asking also if he knows Mr. Watteyne's address. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes by saying he has not got any of the inspectors' reports as yet, and asking 'Bill' if he is 

planning a visit to Scotland. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A. Griffiths, informing him of his sending of specimens of 

gannister (?) to ascertain their value in Mr. Griffiths' opinion while admitting he has not been to 

Lochleven since his visit with Mr. Bradford. Mr. Atkinson also writes that he hopes that next month 

tthe fishing will be better and the two of them might spend a day together indulging in the activity. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-269 

28th July 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I. Caldwell of Pumpherston  Works, acknowledging the 

opening of the mines at Seafield Works near Bathgate that were formerly owned by the Bathgate Oil 

company and the appointing of Alex Gibson, formerly a mining manager with Hermand Oil company, 

as its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-270 

28th July/29th July/30th July 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Largs) to the Caledonian Railway company asking for the delivery of 

goods rendered to Matthew Williamson, a butcher in Glasgow, enclosing stamps as payment of 

carriage and asking for a receipt for the money paid to his address. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren, dated 29th July,admitting no objection to his 

plans to visit Balgowrie and (?) collieries, and reminding him of Mr. Johnstone's leave of absence the 

next month, while warning him that he himself may be off a few days leaving Mr. McLaren with all 

the work for a time. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to James Clark of Armiston Station colliery, dated 30th July, 

regarding Gilmerston. Mr. Atkinson acknowledges receipt of a letter on the subject and suggests a 

meeting in Edinburgh to discuss the matter, which he assumes will go ahead if he does not hear any 

different from Mr. Clark. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-271 



31st July 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a certification by J.B. Atkinson for Henry King of Darngavil Coal company that the copy of 

the special rules at Darngavil is a true copy under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887, date 

unknown. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay,  procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 31st July, 

returning a copy of the special rules at Darngavil colliery certified by Mr. Atkinson (see above letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-272 

1st August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Armour of Hermand Oil company concerning William C. 

Lynn and his (being employed as manager of?) the Hermand Oil company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-273 

1st August/2nd August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Crookston of Wemyss collieries concerning Adam Harper 

and a proposed visit to the Lady Lilian pit on 2nd August. 

The second, dated 2nd August, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to L. Caldwell of Pumpherston Works 

confirming receipt of a copy of the Special Rules Mr. Caldwell proposes for his Seafield mines for 

signing off. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Caldwell that he can only do so after the rules have been 

posted at the mine for a fortnight, along with any objections there may be, and then sent back in 

duplicate with a certificate confirming the posting as described  in section 52 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-274 

3rd August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,  (Under-Secretary of State?, see NEIMME-JBA-4-276, 

1st letter) concerning the supply and use of gunpowder in mines. Mr. Atkinson sees no problem 

when the gunpowder is provided in compressed form since that means the gunpowder is provided 

in cartridges. When, however, the gunpowder is provided loose, the material has to be made up into 

cartridges. Mr. Atkinson continues that if a workshop is provided for this purpose, as is usual when 

the manufacturer or the owner of a store does the job, danger is kept to a minimum. When miners 

themselves construct the cartridges, however, a workshop is not usually available and problems may 

result. Mr. Atkinson confirms that in some large collieries the colliery owner undertakes the whole of 



the operation required, but this would be difficult to enforce everywhere without the Secretary of 

State proposing a special rule and difficulties may result, especially for small mine owners. Instead, 

Mr. Atkinson proposes a special rule from the Secretary of State for owners of stores under the 

Explosives act ensuring their provision of a workshop to construct cartridges, either by their own 

staff or the miners themselves. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-275 

4th August 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to G. Lammie and Sons confirming the enclosing of a money draft 

which he had forwarded previously, but neglected to sign. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, 

concerning the death of a Richard Smith and injury to a Mr. Alexander Simpson. Mr. Atkinson 

confirms the returning of police information on the subject, along with a report by Mr. McLaren, and 

proposes that the miners named in said report should be prosecuted for breaching Special Rule 

no.72. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Dr. C. Le Hene Foster, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, 

confirming the receipt of a letter on accident times and the new forms. Mr. Atkinson asks that the 

hour of the shift is added to the forms after occupation under 'hours worked at time of accident' 

but, otherwise, the new forms appear correct. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-276 

5th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Under-Secretary of State, undated, on Home Office Service, 

confirming the sending of papers concerning Mr. Crawford's question of enforcing the provision of a 

workshop by store owners under a Special Rule of the Explosives Act (see NEIMME-JBA-4-274) that 

will make up cartridges for miners in any manner they wish or allow the miners to make such 

cartridges themselves. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that the Craigend, Caudie and Redford 

collieries should be exempt from cartridges since these mines are shallow and damp while free from 

fire-damp. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-277 



5th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Gilder and Cook of Netherbeath colliery, advising the 

company that it is working Netherbeath Colliery in contravention of section 16 of the Coal Mines Act 

because of their lack of a second outlet or shaft. Mr. Atkinson continues that the only workers that 

can be employed underground are those which are necessary to work for the purpose of 

communicating between two outlets. Mr. Atkinson advises that the company may apply for a special 

exemption under section 18(3) (a) of the act to the Secretary of State, while outlining its plans for 

the provision of a second outlet. Mr. Atkinson also advises that if the company wishes miners to use 

or take loose gunpowder into the mines, it should apply for an exemption from the use of cartridges 

under General Rule 12 to the Secretary also. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren, advising him to make a table relating to the 

return wanted as to explosions in coal mines from the particulars included in the papers he has been 

sent, from January 1880 onwards. Mr. Atkinson also confirms the sending of an accident notice  and 

complaint from a Mr. Smillie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-278 

5th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Clark , checkweighman, acknowledging the 

seemingly justified cause for complaint about the alleged breach of section 13(2)of the Act Mr. Cook 

has brought to his attention concerning a weighing dispute at West Beuhar colliery's no. 2 pit, as the 

manager should allow the use of his weights to check the machine and afford facilities for checking 

the tareing of the tales (?). Mr. Atkinson suggests either informing the procurator fiscal of the 

problem, or allowing Mr. McLaren to look into the problem personally. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Smillie acknowledging the receipt of a letter and that 

Mr. Smillie's complaints will be looked into after Mr. McLaren's forthcoming visit to Milburn colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-279 

5th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Rowley Lex Long confirming Mr. Long's  opening of a mine at 

Little Inngray in New Monkland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-280 



7th August 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren advising him to look into the fatal accident at 

Eddlewood and enclosing a letter of complaint about the ventilation at Merryton colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver (R. McLaren, continuation of previous letter?) and date 

unknown, advising the receiver to look into the reports again and send information on any fatal 

explosions in shale mines on the explosives form despite the return only relating to coal mines. Mr. 

Atkinson encloses the returned explosives form and suggests providing the shale mines information 

on another sheet. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie acknowledging the receipt of the letter regarding the 

ventilation of the Splint coal at Merryton colliery and ensuring Mr. Smillie that the matter will be 

looked into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-281 

7th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Marshall, advising him that if he feels that as a checkweigher the 

accuracy of the weights at the Hassockrigg no. 1 pit are questionable, he should act in accordance 

with section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act. If, Mr. Atkinson continues, he is still not sure he should get 

in touch with the Inspector of Weights and Measures to examine proceedings as he is required 

under section 15 (2) so to do . If the problems persist, Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Marshall to get back 

in touch and either he or Mr. McLaren will examine the weighs. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-282 

10th August/11th August 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to C.Carlow confirming a visit to Dalbeath collliery on the 11th 

and advising Mr. Carlow to wire a Mr. Rowan. 

The second, dated 11th August, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, 

Hamilton, concerning two fatal accidents at Eddlewood- a sinking pit accident leading to the death of 

James Gowans and an accident on the Eddlewood branch Railway line to William Graham. Mr. 

Atkinson encloses reports on both deaths. 

The third, dated 11th August, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. L. Moodie of Garnock colliery 

concerning the fatal accident in the Eddlewood sinking pit and advising him that proceedings should 

be initiated against the sinker in charge of the shift for a breach of Special Rule 12 (2) in allowing five 



men on the kettle. Mr. Atkinson tells Mr. Moodie that he should inform the procurator fiscal who 

should take charge of proceedings. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-283 

11th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Fredrick Duncan confirming that Craigneuk colliery, latterly 

owned by the owners of Chapelhall, is now the property of Calderbank Steel and Coal company of 

the Monklaw works, with John Tuck and William Fanter continuing as the manager and 

undermanager of said pit respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-284 

10th August/11th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, informing him of his stay in Largs and his 

shutting of his house in Glasgow until the end of the month. Mr. Atkinson also informs 'Ash' that if 

he visits before the 15th, he will be able to stay at the house, but that on that date 'Lizzie and Julia' 

are arriving, and accomodation for 'Ash' will have to be found elsewhere. Mr. Atkinson also informs 

'Ash' that there are no coal-cutting machines in use in Fife, but that there are in Lanark and two in 

Edinburgh, and promises him that he will find out what the hashing point of paraffin oil is on his next 

visit to an oil works in connection with his examinations of shale mines. Mr. Atkinson also suggests 

that visits could be made to ascertain the  mode of working of the coal cutting machines and if 'Ash' 

visits Glasgow they could see them in action. Mr. Atkinson concludes by advising 'Ash' that there is 

little to see when visiting, apart from the Edinburgh exhibition, although a crossing of the Forth 

Bridge may be worth doing. 

The second, dated 11th August, from (on behalf of?) J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) (to Easton and 

Anderson?) apologising for his inability to attend an invitation to lunch with the pair at Erith on the 

21st or inspect their large pumping machinery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-285 

11th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Garmine, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, 

enquiring as to the date of the beginning of proceedings by the sheriff against Mr. Roberts in the 

case of the explosion at the Holmes Shale mine, since, as he reminds Mr. Garmine, they would need 

to begin before 9th September, and with Mr. Johnstone on leave until the end of August, he would 



need to be informed due to his necessary presence as a witness in the case.  Mr. Atkinson also 

enquires whether it would be necessary to sign a complaint. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to George Laing of Brewstermills colliery acknowledging 

receipt of a copy of the Special Rules he proposes,but reminding him that he needs two copies, and 

that another should be sent as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-286 

11th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, (Glasgow) receiver unknown, concerning Brewsterwells coal and Mr. 

George Laing near St. Andrews in Fife. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-287 

11th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 

State), containing a report of the number of explosions in collieries in the East of Scotland Inspection 

District.  Each explosion in the time covered (the 1880s?) is accounted for separately, showing 

Claster(?) and Clossironshaven (?) having three simultaneously and Udston having 73 on the 28th 

August 1887. Mr. Atkinson advises that the return report does not cover shale mines, covered by the 

Coal Mines regulation act, and provides a report of the explosions occurring in those separately. 

Again, all  explosions are accounted for showing Deans having  two simultaneously and Broxburn 

four on the 25th August 1882. In two instances Mr. Atkinson provides the time of the explosion(s), 

the 73 at Udston occurring at 9am in the 2nd hour of a shift and at Kirklaw shale mine in the 2nd 

hour of a shift. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-288 

11th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)  to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of the enclosing of the report on the explosions in mines in the 

district he covers (see NEIMME-JBA-4-287 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the application by Redford colliery for an 

exemption from section 16 of the Coal Mines act for their mid-coal seam. Mr. Atkinson agrees that 

such an exemption can be granted under section 18 (2) (a). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-289 

14th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery regarding John Bar 

(taking over?) at the no. 3 pit at Eddlewood colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application for exemption from 

section 16 of the Coal Mines act by Balquhatstone colliery for their no.1 pit. Mr. Atkinson believes 

that the exemption under section 18 (3) (b) can be granted providing no more than 20 people are 

employed underground at one time, the establishing contact with a 2nd outlet should be completed 

as soon as possible, and that the exemption should only last until the 31st December 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-290 

15th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Smillie, regarding Merryton colliery, in which Mr. Atkinson 

concludes that there is no necessity under the Coal Mines Act  that a checkweigher must be given a 

desk and provided shelter only that he be given every facility enabling him to fulfil the the duties for 

which he is stationed. In most cases, Mr. Atkinson reasons, the checkweigher is provided equal 

facilities to the weighmen and this is sufficient. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-291 

16th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Wallace Brothers of Halbeath and Kingseat collieries, 

acknowledging that the company has resumed working the Dean Seam in its no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-292 

18th August 1890 (see NEIMME-JBA-4-294,1st letter) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, (see NEIMME-JBA-4-294 below), on 

the death of miner Robert Stewart at the Dunfermline Splint Coal seam of the Dalbeath colliery 

owned by the Fife Coal company, caused by a fall of stone from the roof on the 9th August. After a 

visit to the site of the accident, Mr. Atkinson concludes that the deceased miner did not take enough 

care while removing and filling coal to ensure timber was set under the stone above to prevent the 

collapse of the roof. Although advising that the management should have insured such safety 

measures were followed, Mr. Atkinson further admits that since the area had been checked 

previously with no danger being foreseen, there is no lawful grounds for prosecution in the case. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-293 

17th August/18th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R.McLaren advising him to report back on an application for 

exemption from cartridges from East Baughrigg he has been sent and also to enquire about a fatal 

accident on an incline at Armiston colliery which Mr. Atkinson has received no notice of as of yet. 

The second, dated 18th August, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

Linlithgow, acknowledging receipt of a letter and draft complaint on the subject of the Holmes Mine 

explosion. Mr. Atkinson sets out the decision as to the clarifying of the rule regarding the need for 

ventilation in a former act. The rule now specifies that ventilation must be provided constantly, and 

is not to be suspended during temporary cessation of work. In the Holmes case, Mr. Atkinson argues 

that the ventilation of the no.6 level was inadequate when it was in use and was not constantly in 

operation either. While acknowledging that the explosion was probably caused by carelessness from 

the miners involved, Mr. Atkinson concludes that a prosecution  against Mr. Roberts should still be 

brought as an example of the clarification of the rule and to make him pay for the breach involved, 

therefore helping to tighten up the precautions against firedamp in shale mines which he has been 

dissatisfied with. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-294 

18th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing 

a report on the death of Robert Stewart (see NEIMME-JBA-4-290 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application for exemption from 

section 16 of the Coal Mines act by the no. 5 pit at the Muiravonside colliery. Mr. Atkinson concludes 

that this should be acceptable under section 18 (3) (a) provided that no more than 20 people are 

employed at the pit workings until communication is made with the new pit, which should be sank 

as soon as possible. If these actions are taken, the exemption could be agreed until the 30th 

November 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-295 

18th August 1890 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Clark acknowledging receipt of a letter expressing 

concern with the weighing dispute at West Beahar's no.2 pit and the ventilation and state of drawing 

roads at the pit. Mr. Atkinson promises that Mr. McLaren will visit soon to investigate further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, acknowledging receipt of a telegram 

and confirming a visit by 'all' to the Balmoral Hotel in Edinburgh on the Wednesday coming, 

returning that night if 'Bill' finds it convenient. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Smillie acknowledging receipt of a letter sharing his 

concerns about the position of checkweighers and his complaint about Fairholm colliery. Mr. 

Atkinson also confirms that an enquiry will be made into Milburn colliery and copies of his report will 

be sent to Mr. Smillie within the next fortnight. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-296 

20th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Cummings, checkweigher, acknowledging that 

checkweighers should be allowed facilities obtaining the tare of the hutches and that a letter to the 

procurator fiscal should be enough to ensure this, but that as far as he is aware, there is no law in 

place that ensures that checkweighers should be protected from the weather, although Mr. Atkinson 

contends that most mine owners do ensure it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Crookston of Wemyss collieries concerning Mrs 

Adamson and informing that Mr. Atkinson will be visiting the pit on Thursday arriving at the West 

Wemyss station at 10.44 in the morning. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-297 

20th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Ross and company, Philipstown Oil Works, confirming 

that the Phillipstown no.2 mine has been exhausted and was abandoned on the 22nd May 1890 and 

that the output of shale from 1st January 1890 to that date has been enclosed (by them?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-298 

22nd August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing three letters sent to Mr. Atkinson concerning the dispute between the 

checkweigher and the manager at Merryton colliery at Larkhall, one from the checkweigher, another 



from the Procurator Fiscal deputy and a  copy of a notice from the deputy. Mr. Atkinson confirms 

that both want him to enquire further into the matter, and he asks for Mr. Matthews' instructions 

before he proceeds. Mr. Atkinson's own opinion is that the dispute rests on the question as to the 

legality of the notice dismissing the workmen, and is therefore not an issue with which the Inspector 

of Mines should intervene. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-299 

21st August 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Weir, Procurator Fiscal Deputy, informing him he 

has received his letter and notice regarding the checkweigher complaint at Merryton colliery and has 

informed the Secretary of State of this and awaits his instructions on the matter. (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-298 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Anderson, acknowledging his letter but informing 

Mr. Anderson that the matter seems to him relating to the legality of the notice involved and not for 

Mr. Atkinson to interfere with (see also NEIMME-JBA-4-298 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren, enclosing Mr. Atkinson's letter to the Secretary of 

State and the three letters to be enclosed with it, asking Mr. McLaren to make copies of the three 

letters and then send the former to the Secretary. Mr. Atkinson also encloses a notice of an accident 

at Burghlee. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-300 

22nd August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on 

the death of George Lindsay and also informing him of the enclosed complaint made by the 

checkweigher Thomas Clark (see NEIMME-JBA-4-295,1st letter). Mr. Atkinson expresses a reluctance 

to interfere since the Home Secretary of State has made it clear that the facilities afforded to 

checkweighers are a matter to be resolved between the colliery owners and the checkweighers 

themselves, but adds that if Mr. Lindsay thinks there has been a breach he is not sure whether it 

would be incumbent upon him to provide a report on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. King of Darngavil colliery, informing that a previous 

letter from Mr.King that he refers to in the letter he has just received from him dated the 18th 

August has not been received by Mr. Atkinson and should be reported as miscarried. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-301 

22nd August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R.McLaren, wishing for further information on a fatal accident 

at Inverman (?) pit and also suggesting that his making a point about making a cover overhead in a 

sinking pit is probably not necessary since there is no special rule alluding to this although Mr. 

McLaren may wish to suggest such a rule or even better suggest that the Midlothian mine owners 

adopt the Lanarkshire rules. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Watt, solicitor, informing him that he sees no 

reason why Thomas Clark's complaint could not be brought without his intervention in the matter 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-300, 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-302 

22nd August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Ferrier and Strain confirming that the company have sank a 

small pit on the Rigg lands to be known as the no.5 pit at Rigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-303 

22nd August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Ferrier and Strain concerning (the appointment of?) John 

McKnight at Braidenhill colliery in the room of Adam Hunter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-304 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-305 

25th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,concerning the death 

of Robert McLean and enclosing a report on same. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Gardner, checkweigher, assuring Mr. Gardner that 

his concerns will be looked into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-306 

25th August 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.W. Wilson assuring Mr. Wilson that his concerns about 

Calder's no. 11 pit will be looked into. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Bellsdyke Coal company acknowledging that the 

company are opening the Under Ell coal seam in their no.5 pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal,  Linlithgow, enclosing a 

signed complaint about the Holmes explosion and acknowledging that the case will not now start 

that Wednesday, while also informing him that he will leave for Glasgow that week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-307 

25th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren enclosing a letter from Mr. Morrison, notices of 

accidents from Darngavil and Longriggans collieries and a complaint from a checkweigher at 

Woodside about the no.11 West Calder pit. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-306, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson asks 

Mr. McLaren whether he gave instructions to one of the workmen in the Morrison case and also asks 

him to enquire why the Darngavil colliery took so long to report (on their accident details?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Morrison of Newbattle collieries informing him that 

to his knowledge Mr. McLaren did not advise any of the miners involved as to how many sinkers may 

side in a kettle but did say that there was no supplementary rule under the Special Rules which 

would allow for 6 rather than 4 to be the norm in the Lanarkshire district(see letter above). Mr. 

Atkinson promises to get in touch with Mr. McLaren to further clarify the situation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-308 

25th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Hugh S. Dunn of Caprungton colliery(?) acknowledging 

information given regarding the opening of an old pit at Auchlochan colliery in Lesmahagow to be 

called Auchlochan pit no.8. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-309 

26th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Udston Coal company acknowledging that the Ell coal 

seam at Udston colliery has been abandoned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-310 

26th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Rowley Lex-Long concerning a (meeting with?) James Brown 

at Lex-Long's colliery at Little Drumgray. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-311 

27th August 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Cummings, checkweigher, acknowledging his letter and 

informing him that he has written to Mr. Robertson enquiring whether the tubs can be tared at the 

no.1 Westrigg (pit). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Morrison of Newbattle collieries informing him that 

Mr. McLaren, on a visit to the collieries, noticed that 6 people went down into the mine on a kettle 

instead of the 4 that the rules in the West allowed for and that he was further informed that this 

was  normal practice in the mines. Mr. McLean further informed Mr. Atkinson that he did not 

instruct any of the men to change their actions (see NEIMME-JBA-4-307,1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-312 

27th August/28th August/29th August 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Robertson of Bathville collieries concerning the 

apparent refusal of Mr. Robertson to allow the tubs at No.1 Westrigg pit to be tared in 

contravention of section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act, and wishing to be informed as to why this was 

the case. 

The second, dated 28th August, from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. Hobson, postmaster, advising that 

from that point forward his letters should be forwarded to 10 Foremount Terrace in Glasgow. 



The third, dated 29th August, from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, returning papers relating to the 

list of plans of abandoned mines in 1888 to be corrected- remarking that on register no.987 

Woolfords was not in the county of Edinburgh but Lanark and that on register no.1371 the Fells 

Share mines referred to were not in Gavieside but Cousland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-313 

29th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Wishart, secretary of the Oakbank Oil company, relating 

to (the appointment of) a B.Sneddon at the mines owned by the Oakbank company in the room of 

Mr. R. Calderwood. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-314 

29th August 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Anderson, checkweigher, arranging a meeting between them at 

Fermegan station on the way to a visit to Merryton colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that the forms 'Bill' 

mentions in his letter were not ordered by him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, 

acknowledging Mr. Henderson's letter in which he mentions the desire of the Sheriff to enquire 

further into the condition of a dook road at Balbardie colliery, and promising him that the matter will 

be further looked into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-315 

29th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Robert Wilson, manager at the Clydesdale and Muirhouse 

collieries regarding the no.6 pit and Clydesdale coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-316 

29th August 1890 

Two letters-  



The first a plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned no.3 pit at Mosside in Bathgate owned by 

Gavin Paul and sons. The plan remarks that the jewel and main coal seams have been abandoned 

but not the field, and that the mineral available from the no.3 pit has been exhausted.  It is also 

noted that the plan is also missing the workings of the pit from the date of the last survey on the 

30th October 1889 to the date of abandonment (1st January 1890). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, acknowledging that the above plan is in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-317 

29th August 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding the the problems at Merryton colliery 

between the manager and checkweigher employed there. Mr. Atkinson acknowledges the bad terms 

between them, and the managers' resorting to sacking all the workmen with their only recourse 

being if they signed a contract whereby the checkweigher was not reappointed. After a meeting with 

the checkweigher and the miners' agent, he ascertained their plan to bring their grievances before 

the Sheriff. Mr. Atkinson goes on to describe the normal procedure followed in Scotland for such a 

case- an application to the procurator fiscal, who then applies to the Inspector of Mines of the 

district involved (in this case, Mr. Atkinson himself) for a report which is then sent to the Home 

Office who then advise whether the Inspector should allow the procurator fiscal to go forward with 

the matter. Mr. Atkinson's own opinion is that the case should be pursued, since the managers 

actions are, to him, if not a breach of the Coal Mines act, then an evasion of it in trying to influence 

the miner's ability to have a free selection as to their checkweigher as specified under (13) (1)., and 

could lead to a manager having powers to further curb the workers ability to choose. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes that the case should be brought to at least afford the miners to ascertain the legality of 

the tactics that were used against them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-318 

1st September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery advising Mr. Hastie that the bearer 

of the letter is a Mr. Victor Firkat and that Mr. Firkat and his two fellow students, Mr. Hallem and 

Mr. Ledent are from the Royal School of Mines in Liege, Belgium and are in the country to see 

something of the mines. Mr. Atkinson asks whether Mr. Hastie can oblige them in this. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to James Prentice of Whiterigg collieries asking Mr. Prentice if it 

would be possible to show the students Mr. Firkat, Mr Hallem and Mr. Ledent from the Royal School 

of Mines in Liege around his collieries (see letter above) 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Crichton of Philipstown Oil Shale mines asking Mr. Crichton if it 

would be possible to show Victor Firkat and his fellow students, Hallem and Ledent something of 

their mines (see above two letters). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-319 

1st September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Beith of Loanhead colliery enquiring whether Mr. Beith will show 

the letter's bearer Victor Firkat and his fellow students from the Royal School of Mines in Belgium, 

Hallem and Ledent something of the mines as they wish to see something of Scottish mining 

practices (see NEIMME-JBA-4-318, passim). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Victor Firkat, enclosing four letters of recommendation for visits to 

the mines of Greenfield colliery, Whiterigg collieries, Philipstown Oil Shale mines and Loanhead 

colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-318, passim and 1st letter above) and providing snippets of information 

about each, as well as which train route will be suiable for visits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-320 

1st September/2nd September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood acknowledging receipt of his letter and advising him of 

his plan to meet with Mr. Robertson of Westrigg colliery on the following Wednesday. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, acknowledging 

receipt of a letter concerning the date of the trial concerning the explosion at the Holmes mine (10th 

September). Mr. Atkinson promises that he and Mr. Johnstone will attend if Mr. Henderson will tell 

them at what time it begins. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Hunter, dated the 2nd September, informing him that he knows 

of no law in the Coal Mines act forbidding an undermanager from also being an Inspector and a 

roadsman. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-321 

3rd September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. King of Darngavil colliery informing him that he is aware of 

the fact that the Kiltongue seam in the no. 10 pit at Darngavil has begun to be worked. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-322 

3rd September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Weir, procurator fiscal depute, Hamilton,informing him that in 

his opinion there are sufficient grounds for the checkweigher John Anderson's complaint against Mr. 

Thorneycroft at Merryton colliery to go before the Sheriff to test the legality of Mr. Thorneycroft's 

actions (see NEIMME-JBA-4-317) and arranging a meeting to discuss the matter further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Dyer enclosing a report from the previous year and asking for his 

consent to act as an assessor in mining examinations(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-323 

3rd September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Hunter of Bosebank colliery, replying to his inquiry into possible 

references to information about the North Northumberland coal fields and their relation to Scottish 

collieries. Mr. Atkinson refers him to the memoirs of the geological survey of Northumberland; 

Lebour's Geology of Northumberland and Durham; transactions of the North of England Institute of 

Mining Engineers and the papers of Mr. Lite in Alnwick. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that there is a 

large amount of coal in the district similar to that found in the lower coal measures in Scotland 

which is not being worked to any significant extent. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Cummings informing him that he has arranged with Mr. 

Robertson an opportunity for Mr. Cummings to check that tubs are being tared competently, but 

also warning him not to interfere with the everyday working of the mine, which he has been 

informed has happened in the past. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-324 

4th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Clark of the Kirkcaldy and District Railway advising him that the 

information he requests for the output of the Fife collieries can only be ascertained from the output 

of them as a whole, as he is not allowed to break down information from individual collieries. Mr. 

Atkinson provides Mr. Clark with details as to where in his report he can find such output details, as 



well as a list of the collieries in Fife and the number of fellows(?) employed in each colliery, so he can 

approximate the details he requires. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application for exemption from 

cartridges at East Roughrigg colliery. Mr. Atkinson concludes that since the colliery is free from fire-

damp and coal dust, the exemption may be granted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-325 

4th September 1890 

Report by J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-326,2nd letter below),  concerning the 

complaint of John Anderson, the checkweigher at Merryton colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-317 and 

322, above etc.) Mr. Atkinson reiterates that Mr. Thorneycroft's action in retaliation for his 

application for removal of Mr. Anderson under section 13(4) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 

1887 being refused was an evasion of section 13 (2) of the Coal Mines act. By sacking all the workers 

who were all under a day's notice and refusing to re-employ them unless they agreed not to re-

employ Mr. Anderson as checkweigher, Mr. Anderson argues that the right of workers to employ 

and pay a checkweigher of their own choice for the purpose of weighing the mineral they mined as 

provided for by the act of section 13 in 1887 was being undermined by Mr. Thorneycroft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-326 

4th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-325 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson enclosing a report on the complaint of John Anderson 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-325). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir ensuring him of paying attention to the weighing dispute 

at Blairadam colliery, and congratulating him and his congress on passing a resolution in favour of 

public enquiries into fatal (mining) accidents in Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-327-328 

6th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, regarding the Morfa colliery explosion and the subsequent suggestion of Colonel 

Blundell that the collieries that are found to have fire-damp should be marked as 'fiery' in new 

legislation. Mr. Atkinson argues that there is no convincing evidence that the Morfa explosion was 



caused by shot firing in the presence of fire-damp, and in any case Colonel Blundell's proposed new 

appellation is an unnecessary precaution which would probably be opposed by managers and 

workers equally. Mr. Atkinson proposes that a more suitable course of action would be to limit the 

use of the term 'fiery' to those pits which contained a dangerous quantity of coal dust, and especially 

so in the case of the dusty and gaseous mines in the Hamilton district where a rule to lessen the 

danger of blasting would be welcome. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-329 

7th September/9th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of David Pentland. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,enclosing a report on 

the fatal accident of William Galloway and the burning of William Whitfield . 

The third, dated 9th September, from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, 

Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of Peter McCulloch. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-330 

9th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Craigenhill Lime company confirming that the works at 

Craigenhill have been abandoned and have been fenced off. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-331 

9th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to F. Duncan of Monkland Colliery concerning the proposed 

renaming of Craigneuk colliery to Monkland colliery to ensure that all the pits leased by Monkland 

for minerals can be included in the colliery itself. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-332 

9th September 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore asking him if he can fill in the last column in an enclosed 

return relating to fatal explosions. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin on the subject of Mr. Cadmans' superannuation. Mr. 

Atkinson thanks both Mr. Martin and a Mr. Sidebottom for their efforts in getting Mr. Cadman his 

rights, while enclosing his own remuneration for expenses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-333 

10th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing Mr. 

McLaren's report on the allegations made by Richard Smith on the state of a dook road in Balbardie 

colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gavin of Udston colliery allowing Mr. Gavin to include the Ell 

coal return in the return at the end of the year.  

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister of Sheardale colliery acknowledging his visits to 

Sheardale colliery to examine the tare of the hutches on 25th March and his visit to the colliery on 

23rd June. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-334 

11th September/12th September 1890 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, (assistant inspector?) asking the receiver to find out 

the approximate hour of the shift when the explosion occurred at Fermiegare colliery on the 3rd 

April 1880 for the purpose of a Parliamentary return. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, (assistant inspector ?), relating to returns of fatal 

explosions. Mr. Atkinson confirms that Mr. Moore's reports should have all the information needed 

and a letter should be sent to the manager of the collieries in a form Mr. Atkinson has provided. A 

Monday meeting is arranged. 

The third, dated 12th September, from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons of Sheardale colliery, 

apologising for the error in his previous letter (see NEIMME-JBA-4-333, 3rd letter) as to which visit to 

the colliery concerned the tare of the hutches (23rd June) and the position of the weighing machine 

(25th March). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-335 



11th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and company providing details on the state of North 

Northumberland Coals, advising that large areas of coal bearing ground are available, and that there 

is room for new collieries providing the locality is right. According to Mr. Atkinson some of the coals 

in the area are of excellent quality, especially at Shilbottle and generally the seams are thin. The 

proximity of the Northumberland and Durham line also enables rail delivery of coal to the district at 

reasonable prices, according to Atkinson, who proceeds to advise Mr. Nimmo to arrange a meeting 

to discuss the affair further. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on Home Office Service, advising the receiver not 

to go to Blairadam colliery the next day since the pit will not be operational. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-336 

13th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Broxburn Oil company acknowledging the company's 

abandonment of a trial working of a seam of shale lying 12 feet above the Broxburn shale in the Hut 

mine. Mr. Atkinson advises the company to send the tracing of the workings which he has returned 

immediately to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-337 

13th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Broxburn Oil company acknowledging the 

commencement of working of a mine at the Crossgreen farm at Uphall in the Broxburn seam of 

shale, to be called the Crossgreen mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-338 

12th September 1890 

Report by J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal (see NEIMME-JBA-4-339,2nd letter below), 

on the death of  the 20-year old miner Patrick McDonach by a fall of topcoal at the Kiltongue seam 

of the no.5 pit at Rochsolloch colliery owned by the Airdrie Coal company. Mr. Atkinson, after 

inspecting the site of the accident a day later (the 11th September) provides a drawing of the area 

involved and concludes that no blame can be attached for the accident as the place had been 

examined by fireman Hugh McMenemy five hours before the incident and, along with P.Strachan 

the undermanager passed the place three-quarters of an hour before and still saw no problem. Mr. 



Atkinson concludes that the probable cause was a new break in the structure of the roof caused by a 

settling down of the superincumbent strata. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-339 

12th September/13th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-338 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,enclosing a report on the 

death of Patrick McDonach (see NEIMME-JBA-4-338 above) 

The third, dated 13th September, from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, 

enclosing a report on the death of William Brown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-340 

12th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing Mr. Matthews that James Roberts, the manager of the Holmes Shale 

mines, was tried and convicted for a breach of general rule 1, section 50 of the Coal Mines 

Regulation act of 1887 and fined £5. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-341 

12th September/13th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Richardson enclosing a report on the Mauricewood 

incident and explaining why he has changed his mind as to the recommendation of the special 

measures in operation at East Holywell at the High Main used by Mr. Richardson because of the 

rarity of the reversal of pressure due to a fire occurring. 

The second, dated 13th September, from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnstone enclosing two notices of an 

unnamed accident and a letter of complaint that was received in June and overlooked. Mr. Atkinson 

advises Mr. Johnstone to examine the latter complaint, and also asks for the return of a covering 

letter for the Phillipstown plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-342 



15th September/16th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nimmo of Kinneil collieries, asking to be met on his arrival at the 

Kinneil platform the next day for his visit to the colliery. 

The second, dated 16th September, from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

Linlithgow, returning a report by Mr. McLaren on Richard Smith's complaint about a dook road at 

Balbandie colliery. Mr. Atkinson expresses his agreement with the report's conclusions that there is 

no rule that such roads should not have ropes passing from one side of the road to the other nor 

that working pump rods are a danger to workmen on said roads. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-343 

16th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe acknowledging receipt of information concerning the 

reopening of the Ciddiwell Shale seam in the no.2 pit at Muirhall and the Broxburn Shale seam in the 

no.27 mine at Polbeth and the opening of a new pit to be named the no.31 pit at Polbeth using the 

Dunnett shale seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of James Mulholland. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, acknowledging the receipt of 

his letter concerning the complaint of John Anderson at Merryton colliery and suggesting a meeting 

at Mr. Wilson's office to further discuss the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-344 

16th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin Light  and Oil company 

acknowledging the placements of Walter Grant, William Gibson and William Ellis as the 

undermanagers of the Broxburn Seam section of the no.11 pit at Polbeth, the Addiwell seam of the 

no.11 pit at Polbeth and the no.27 mine at Polbeth respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-345 

16th August (?)/16th September 1890 

Two letters- 



The first an abandoned mine plan signed off by Mr. Atkinson regarding the exhausted seam of 

Broxburn Oil shale on the 22nd May at the Phillipstown no.2 pit at Ecclesmachan, Linlithgow owned 

by James Ross and company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that the plan above is in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-346 

17th September/18th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell informing the company of the correct procedure 

under section 52(2) of the Coal Mines act regarding the Special Rules they wish to invoke at 

Knownoble colliery regarding the posting of said rules and the sending of the rules in duplicate and a 

certificate stating that they have been posted in the manner proscribed. Mr. Atkinson adds that if 

the mine involved is only an extension of an already operating pit then the posting of the rules alone 

will suffice. 

The second, dated 18th September, from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, 

enclosing a report on the death of Thomas McLauchlan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-347 

18th September/20th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.C. Hargreaves asking Mr. Hargreaves to visit on Saturday and pick up 

two volumes of letters for indexing. 

The second, dated 20th September, from J.B. Atkinson to the Linridge Oil company acknowledging 

that the company have commenced working a daylight mine and shallow pit to mine Ell coal on the 

South Linridge lands. 

The third, dated 20th September, from J.B. Atkinson to the Glasgow Iron and Steel company 

acknowledging that they have reopened the pit formerly known as the no.6 pit at Sunnyside as the 

no.11 pit of Heatheryhill colliery and have appointed the certificated William Smith as its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-348 

20th September 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I.W. Liddell, secretary of the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal 

company, concerning (the appointment of ?) Charles Gibson (as the) under-manager of the Niddrie 

collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-349 

21st September/23rd September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Cassells of Springbank colliery advising of a visit to the Springbank 

colliery the next evening accompanied by his brother unless the pit is not in operation which he 

wishes to be informed of from Mr.Cassells. 

The second, dated 23rd September, from J.B. Atkinson to D.Baird of Leven collieries, informing Mr. 

Baird that, if the information he has given is correct, Robert Muir should be entitled to receive a 

certificate to become an undermanager if he fills in the enclosed form. 

The third, dated 23rd September, from J.B. Atkinson to the Hermand Oil company acknowledging 

the appointment of John Scobbie and Robert Sneddon to the position of undermanager at the no.6 

mine at Hermand and the no.1 and 2 pits at Breich respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-350 

23rd September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to George Laing of Brewsterwells colliery on the subject of 

Brewsterwells coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-351 

23rd September/24th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, relating to the appeal 

by Mr. Roberts against the outcome of the Holmes mine explosion enquiry (see NEIMME-JBA-4-293 

etc.) which Mr. Henderson has accepted on Mr. Atkinson's behalf. Mr. Atkinson rebuts Mr. Roberts' 

assertions that the sheriff could be disqualified because of his father's ownership of land containing 

minerals, since the 1869 Coal Mines act only specifies problems if there is evidence of ownership of 

any mine. Mr. Atkinson also expresses Mr. Johnstone's rejection of the charge that he told ( Mr. 

Roberts' representative?) Mr. Mackay that the accused should not have been found guilty, while 

similarly rejecting Mr. Roberts' assertion that he himself had said that the case against him was thin 



on evidence. Mr. Atkinson concludes by remarking that he did not authorise the short-hand writer to 

furnish anybody with a copy of his notes of evidence in the case. 

The second, dated 24th September, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Smillie acknowledging his 

concerns about the ventilation at Bog colliery and promising to look into the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-352 

24th September/25th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Blackadder of Banyards colliery advising Mr. Blackadder of his 

forthcoming visit and his wish to meet with him. 

The second, dated 25th September 1890, from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

Linlithgow, returning a letter from Mr. MacPherson and Mr. Mackay about the appeal (by Mr. 

Roberts? see NEIMME-JBA-4-351, 1st letter above ) and promising his thoughts upon the appeal in 

the next two days or so. Mr. Atkinson also advises Mr. Henderson to supply a copy of the shorthand 

writers' notes to Mr. Macpherson and  Mr. Mackay and ask the writer for said copy. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-353 

25th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir informing Mr. Weir of difficulties that may arise if his plan 

to appoint a practical working miner to inspect the whole of the Fife collieries under General Rule 38 

of the Coal Mines act was carried out. Mr. Atkinson foresees problems in the definition of a practical 

working miner, suggesting that as soon as such a miner was appointed to the proposed post he 

would automatically not be a practical working miner. Mr. Atkinson also reminds Mr. Weir that a 

miner who has become a checkweigher would be immediately disqualified from such an undertaking  

as has been passed as law in the English courts. Such problems, Mr. Atkinson suggests, could lead to 

any appointee being refused entry by the Coalmasters. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company advising the company that it 

is not necessary to provide a separate plan for each seam when providing a plan of an abandoned 

mine, and that they should use their own judgement as to which method to use in accordance with 

the purpose of said plans. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-354 

25th September/26th September 1890 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, advising Mr. Henderson 

on the possibility of bringing proceedings against William Skinner for the accident to George Frame. 

Mr. Atkinson concludes that the case rests on the necessity or otherwise of holing props. Mr. 

Johnstone was of the opinion that these should have been required in this instance, although Mr. 

Skinner disagrees. The manager Mr. Wood's opinion is more vague, stating that the seam as a whole 

required holing props but not the place of the accident in particular. Mr. Atkinson concludes that 

unless the manager and overman can be clearly seen to be of the opinion that holing props were 

needed in the exact location of the accident, proceedings should not go ahead. 

The second, dated 26th September, from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

Linlithgow, enclosing observations on Mr. Roberts' appeal against his conviction (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

351,1st letter etc. above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-355-359 

26th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson recording his observations on the appeal by James Roberts against his 

conviction (to W.H. Henderson, see NEIMME-JBA-4-354,2nd letter above ). Mr. Atkinson attempts to 

disprove Mr. Roberts' objections- ventilation was not constantly reduced in the no.6 level of the 

mine to dilute and render noxious gases harmless as required in General Rule 1, section 49 of the 

Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887 as was proved at the trial; all reasonable means were not taken to 

ventilate the no.6 level, with the usual means of using brattice cloth to carry forward the ventilation 

induced by the fan on the surface not adopted, which Mr. Atkinson argues would have been easy to 

implement; The brattice cloth used on the no. 6 line was rendered almost useless by its lack of 

connection with the no.5 level and the argument that that the road dividing the two levels was not 

wide enough to allow a division by brattice cloth being disproven with Mr. Atkinson providing an 

alternative method to prove this; the argument that bratticing would have rendered blasting 

impossible on the level had been disproved by assistant inspectors Johnstone and McLaren with the 

fanners equally at risk from blasting, with any damaged bratticing being easy to replace; the 

supplementary fans used on the no.6 level were 'flappers' which mixed or agitated air and gas and 

were capable of being more of a hindrance than a help, not providing a constant current as required 

by General Rule 1 and when not at use, as was the case for two hours prior to the explosion, had no 

effect at all; the fact that the miners did not complain about the conditions in no way proved that 

the law was being complied with; Inspector McLaren had previously noticed the supplementary fans 

in use and had reported the matter to the inspector in charge, who immediately called for the 

practice to be discontinued; the explosion may have partly been caused by miners' disobedience but 

the accumulation of gas caused by the flouting of General Rule 1 could not be ignored and Mr. 

Roberts had been proven to be negligent in his duty to enforce this and, finally,the allegations that 

the judge should have been disqualified due to conflict of interest were not made clear. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-360 



26th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be supplied with a number of forms under the Coal Mines Regulation 

act which Mr. Atkinson had requested from the Home Office- 100 no.5 forms, 100 no.10 forms and 

50 no.12 forms. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-361 

26th September 1890 

 Plan of an abandoned seam at the Udston mine in Hamilton containing Ell coal, signed by J.B. 

Atkinson. The plan specifies that only this seam was exhausted on the 1st August and the pillars have 

been left to support the shafts, while the mineral field continues to be worked with the main and 

splint coal seams. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-362 

26th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. King, manager of Darngavil colliery, acknowledging the 

closure of the no.12 pit at Darngavil on the 4th August and advising Mr. King to send tracings of the 

workings to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-363 

26th September 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, acknowledging that the plan of the abandoned Ell 

coal seam at Udston is in order (see NEIMME-JBA-4-361 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, advising him on a forthcoming arbitration, 

recalling his experiences when bringing one, suggesting he needs a solicitor, should ask for time off, 

get an agent to talk it through with the agent of the other side and agree on the form the procedure 

should take. Mr. Atkinson also suggests writing a memorandum and finding a mining engineer who 

supports his view, while providing a copy of Special Rule 35 for further information. 'Bill' is also 

apprised of the situation regarding the Holmes case, with the Holmes manager appealing against his 

£5 fine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-364 



27th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian coal company apologising for the inability to supply the 

company with accident forms since the Home Office do not supply them to the inspectors. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a service 

copy of the Roberts appeal (see NEIMME-JBA-4-355-359 etc.) and asking to be informed when the 

appeal will take place so he can be present. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Alex H. Smith, secretary of the Holmes Oil company, acknowledging 

the appointment of Francis John Lauder as the new manager of their mines after Mr. Roberts' 

resignation (see letter above,etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-365 

27th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John McKnight of Braidenhill colliery acknowledging the 

stopping of Springrigg colliery but admitting he has not heard from Mr. Moore about it. Mr. Atkinson 

also notes that he has heard of Mr. McKnight's appointment as the manager at Braidenhill colliery by 

Ferrier and Strain. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-366 

27th September/28th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Hood of Whitehill colliery, attempting to arrange a meeting at 

Whitehill to see their coal cutter in action accompanied by his brother Alfred if they do not object. 

The second, dated 28th September, from J.B. Atkinson to F.C. Hargreaves, asking to be given the 

books of correspondence of July and August by next day's post while charging the expenses to the 

next month's account. Mr. Atkinson also suggests that after the May and June letters are completed, 

Mr. Hargreaves should send a postcard to arrange a time to pick up the July and August letters again. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-367 

Missing 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-368 



29th September 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren, advising him to visit the Derby pit at the Wellwood colliery 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-369, 1st letter below) after Mr. Weir had sent him reports, which Mr. Atkinson 

encloses. Mr. Atkinson tells Mr. McLaren to advise the pit manager of the perceived matters that 

require remedy in the reports on the Wellwood and Wallsend pits, while finding out whether these 

problems have been reported in the owner's report book and whether he considers it necessary to 

send copies of of reports similarly stating the existence or apprehended existence of danger should 

be sent to the inspector of the district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to F. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a letter 

confirming that he has been authorised to attempt a prosecution in the matter of Wallace 

Thorneycroft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-369 

29th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir of the Fife miners association, acknowledging receipt of 

reports under General Rule 38 at Wellwood colliery. Mr. Atkinson promises that the Derby pit will be 

inspected and the owners will be informed of the 'other matters' which Weir presumably 

mentioned. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Wallace, carriage hirer, asking for a conveyance to 

be sent to meet the 11.21 train arriving at the H.B. Hamilton station the next day to drive Mr. 

Atkinson to Cadzow colliery and a wagonete holding 5 persons to meet the same train two days later 

to drive to Lanark. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Hardie of Hopetown mines informing Mr. Hardie 

that a notice confirming the injury to a Peter Devine has not 'come to hand'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-370 

30th September 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Gammie, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, 

concerning the case of Robert Frame and the perceived contravention of Mines Act. After looking at 

Mr. Gammie's letter and a police report on the matter Mr. Atkinson does not think reporting to the 

Inspector necessary since it is possible to prosecute the workers through the procurator fiscal for 

any breaches in General Rule 22 ( if the distance between sprags or holing props exceeds six feet or 



less when ordered by the owner agent or manager when they are needed) or section 50 (if the 

owner agent and manager do not publish and enforce the said rules and regulations of the mine to 

the best of their ability). Mr. Atkinson also encloses the police report on the death of William 

Galloway. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James A. Hood thanking him for allowing his brother to see his 

machine in action (see NEIMME-JBA-4-366, 1st letter) and apologising that he will not be able to 

accompany his brother on the visit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-371 

30th September 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Tweedie acknowledging his complaint that he and W.S. Logan 

were prevented from becoming checkweighers at Shawfield colliery after being elected by the 

workmen for that purpose. Mr. Atkinson responds that Mr. Telfer would seem to be wrong in 

preventing them and is writing a letter to him to see what his version of events is. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer of Shawfield collieries asking for his explanation as to his 

disallowing Mr. Logan and Mr. Tweedie from becoming elected checkweighers (see 1st letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to L.Caldwell of Pumpherston Works acknowledging the restarting of 

work at the no.3 mine and the receipt of a notice of an accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-372 

30th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Neil Ballingal acknowledging the discontinuing of the Horse pit 

on the Balburnie Estate and enclosing the completed annual returns. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-373 

30th September/ 3rd October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.S. Cunningham agreeing to visit the opening of the mining school in 

Dunfermline on the Friday of that week and enclosing a copy of a speech he would make if it was 

deemed necessary. 

The second, dated 3rd October, from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren reminding Mr. McLaren that his 

accident reports need to include the time the injured person began work and when he was injured, 



since the annual list of accidents requires the hour of the shift when the accident occurred. Mr. 

Atkinson also reports sending on Mr. McLaren's requests for expenses to the Home Office, but does 

question his habit of travelling to Fife by way of Edinburgh, suggesting he should only do so if he also 

has business in Edinburgh. Mr. Atkinson concludes by requesting Mr. McLaren to call him at 10 in the 

morning on the following Monday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-374 

3rd October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, reminding Mr. Johnstone that the time a miner 

commenced his shift and the time of the accident that occurred should be included in accident 

reports ( see NEIMME-JBA-4-373, 2nd letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,on the matter of Peter 

Henrietta and enclosing a signed copy of the Special Rules which Mr. Wilson requested. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on 

the death of Peter Devine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-375 

3rd October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson, returning three papers on proposed new Special 

Rules, with some remarks added to 'Bill's' memorandum. Mr. Atkinson confesses that he is not sure 

about a proposed new rule in which a fireman would need to visit a pit at least an hour before 

commencing work, suggesting that if a fireman was required to finish his examination within an hour 

of beginning work it would be a more stringent rule than the new rule (proposed?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of John Denison. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-376 

4th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, reporting that after 

reading the papers supplied by Mr. Henderson on the case of William Skinner and the accident of 

William Steel and the police reports, Mr. Atkinson believes that the manager's case against Mr. 

Skinner can be substantiated and he is having the Steel accident further investigated. Mr. Atkinson 



encloses the returned papers on the Skinner case and makes a request to arrange a meeting to 

discuss matters further. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-377 

4th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, remarking that his allowing checkweighers at no.1 and no.3 

colliery is acknowledged, but that his continuing refusal to allow them at the no.2 mine is in his 

opinion illegal, despite his objection that only three of the miners there want a checkweigher, since 

those that object do not have to contribute to his wages. Mr. Telfer's suggestion that one of the 

mines could be put on measuring by fathoms is also questioned since that would require an 

exemption from weighing under section 12 and sub-section 3 of the act to be made legal (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-371, 1st and 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-378-380 

4th October 1890 

Report from J.B. Atkinson on the fatal accident to Felix Oaks at Cadzow colliery (to R.Wilson, 

procurator fiscal, see NEIMME-JBA-4-382, 2nd letter). After Mr. Atkinson's visiting of the place of the 

accident , he concludes that no blame can be placed on anyone except the deceased. Mr. Oaks, 

reduced to working as an assistant pit bottomer for 5 weeks due to a sore hand which disallowed 

him from working with picks was crushed and killed at the Ell coal bottom of the no.3 pit at Cadzow 

colliery by a cage containing two empty hutches descending on him. Mr. Atkinson concludes that Mr. 

Oaks, in attempting to join his son, who also worked as an assistant pit bottomer, crossed the shaft 

during the coursing hour when he should have crossed the road which Mr. Atkinson sketches in the 

report. This road was partly blocked at the time by hutches, but Mr. Atkinson concludes that these 

would soon have been removed and it was down to Mr. Oaks's impatience that he placed himself in 

danger, despite some misgivings about the blockage of the road involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-381 

4th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, on the subject of paying miners working coal by the fathom rather than the ton. 

Mr. atkinson reminds Mr. Matthews that the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887, section 12 (1) 

requires that the miners be paid according to how much of the mineral required is mined by them 

and that to ascertain this, weighing of said mineral is required as near to the place of mining as is 

practicable, unless an exemption is requested under section 12 (3). Mr. Atkinson expresses concern 

that the new method of working coal by the fathom has been used as an excuse by some managers 

to try and rid themselves of checkweighers altogether, which he believes is unwarranted. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-382 

4th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-381. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of Felix Oakes (see NEIMME-JBA-4-378-380, above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-383 

6th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first containing two plans of abandoned mines, signed by J.B. Atkinson, the first mine being the 

Lochore Gas Coal mine in which the gas and splint coal was exhausted in both seams in June 1886, 

the second mine being the Capeldrae Gas Coal mine in which the gas coal was exhausted in February 

1889 on behalf of the Council Coal limited and Cammell Coal limited respectively. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that the two plans above covering the 

three seams are in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-384 

6th October/7th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Hood of Whitehill colliery confirming a visit to the colliery the next 

day and a desire to meet with Mr. Hood at that time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on 

the fatal accident of David Gray. 

The third,dated 7th October, from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, 

confirming that he has written to the Home Office requesting that they fund the cost of the Roberts 

appeal, which Mr. Henderson wishes to defend.(see NEIMME-JBA-4-351,1st letter; 352, 2nd letter; 

364, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-385 



7th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking for permission for the procurator fiscal (W.H. Henderson) to defend the 

Roberts appeal against his £5 fine for breaching General Rule 1 section 49 of the Coal Mines 

Regulation act 1887 at the Holmes shale mine at the expense of the Home Office (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-384,3rd letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-386 

7th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, on Home Office Service, confirming a visit 

to Hawthornden office after 5 o'clock (that day?)   

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.Stanford, requesting and sending payment for three sets of 

catalogues- 5 ordnance maps of Scotland, 6 geological maps of Scotland and 15 clearance 

catalogues. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-387 

10th October/11th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the procurator fiscal at Haddington concerning the death of James 

Stocks. After visiting the pit where the accident happened, Mr. Atkinson reports receiving evidence 

from James Fleming the engineman and three drawers at the shaft bottom named James Davidson, 

William Davidson and A.Fleming. From his primary inspection Mr. Atkinson concludes that the 

accident was probably caused by a 'misapprehension' of signals or a defect in the signalling 

apparatus involved and no prosecution against the engineman will  probably be necessary, although 

Mr. Atkinson expresses his desire to see the police reports on the case before determining for sure. 

The second, dated 11th October, from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Smith, secretary to the Holmes Oil 

company, confirming the enclosing of a return and plan relating to the no. 3 coal mine at the Holmes 

colliery. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Smith to forward the returned plan to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-388 

11th October 1890 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.Telfer informing Mr. Telfer that the Secretary of State has stated 

that paying miners by 'yardage' is not lawful unless the company has gained a specific exemption 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-377+381 concerning the checkweighers dispute and payment by fathom 

controversy). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Deans and Moore proposing a visit to Billyford colliery the next 

Monday and informing the company of his proposed time of arrival at Musselburgh Station. Mr. 

Atkinson requests that either Mr. Moore or Mr. Livingstone take him to the colliery if they are 

available while remarking that he will drive up by cab if that is not convenient. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, requesting that Mr. 

Henderson supplies evidence to the Home Office on the steps being taken to defend against the 

Roberts appeal as they have requested same before finding out the cost of defending the appeal 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-384, third letter + 385 etc. above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-389-390 

11th October 1890 

Report by J.B. Atkinson to L.I Todrick (see NEIMME-JBA-4-391, 2nd letter below) on the fatal 

accident of James Stocks (see NEIMME-JBA-4-387, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson provides two diagrams 

relating to the site of the accident in which Mr. Stocks was crushed between a cage and the side of a 

shaft. Mr. Atkinson concludes that it is impossible to determine whether the engineman James 

Fleming was negligent in not responding to a signal to the surface from Mr. Stocks. The three 

drawers Mr. Atkinson interviewed who were in the vicinity at the time (including James Fleming's 

brother, an A. Fleming) could not confirm whether Mr. Stocks followed the correct procedure to 

inform the surface of trouble. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he could see no defects in the equipment 

used by James Fleming and can only criticise the mine for only having one and not the usual two 

wires of communication- one from the bottom to the surface and one from the surface to the 

bottom- and this may well be a violation of General Rule 25 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 

which requires that there be a means whereby distinct and definite signals can be communicated 

between the surface to the bottom and the bottom to the surface, Mr. Atkinson concluding that if 

the bottomer and the engineman signalled at the same time this may not be possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-391 

11th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-389-390 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L. I. Todrick, procurator fiscal depute, Haddington, enclosing a 

report on the death of James Stocks (see NEIMME-JBA-4-389-390 above) and acknowledging a letter 

received on the subject from Mr. Todrick. Mr. Atkinson further remarks that the witnesses evidence 



to him was materially different to their statements to the police and advises Mr. Todrick that when 

he examines the witnesses he should ascertain what would occur if the engineman and the 

bottomer used the signal wires at the same time and whether this would result in one message 

obliterating the other. Mr. Atkinson concludes that he will make another visit to the scene of the 

accident, while advising Mr. Todrick that the mine's pitheadman Mr. McKinlay had said in his police 

statement that he was sure that Mr. Fleming had received  'the signal one to draw the cage at the 

time he did'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-392 

11th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State advising that he will not be needing any official supplies or services from the 

Stationary Office at the moment and enclosing a printed communication from the Stationary Office 

with regard to the supply of stationary etc. during the current year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-393 

11th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, passing on his thoughts on the rights of miners to 

ascend or descend in cages in their collieries. Mr. Atkinson notes that the custom at Borewall colliery 

is to work from 6 in the morning until 3 in the afternoon, with no one allowed to ascend before 3 

unless given special permission. A special rule in force there expressly forbids anyone from 

ascending or descending through the cage unless authorised by the bottomer or pitheadman. The 

complaint received should not be pursued any further, Mr. Atkinson argues, as he has not received 

any complaints by miners that the special rule is being abused to keep miners in the pit, and Mr. 

Hood says that it is the custom there. The question of shortening the men's hours from 9 to 8 at a 

particular colliery has not been settled, Mr. Atkinson argues, and the powers of owners to limit the 

ascending and descending of miners has yet to be settled, despite the decision made at the Bent 

colliery, and the complaint concerned does not justify further arbitration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-394-395 

11th October 1890 

A report from J.B. Atkinson on the fatal accident to John Hughes for R. L Stuart, procurator fiscal (see 

NEIMME-JBA-396, 2nd letter), Mr. Atkinson concludes that the ventilation of the shaft was adequate 

after visiting the site of the accident- the no.1 pit at Wallyford colliery owned by Deans and Moore. 

Hughes's death was caused by suffocation through stythe, although Mr. Atkinson cannot ascertain 

the reason why it built up at the area of the accident. Alex Livingstone, the undermanager, lowered 

the cage to where Mr. Hughes was working on the day of the accident (4th October 1890) and was 



told by him of the presence of black damp. Mr. Livingstone attempted to take Mr. Hughes into his 

cage but both were rendered unconscious and Livingston was only saved from death by the raising 

of the cage and the engineman noticing that he was only partway inside it and would have come in 

contact with the scaffold with probably fatal results without his swift action. Mr. Atkinson concludes 

that he can see no blame to be attached to anyone for the accident.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-396 

11th October/13th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-394/395, a diagram of the accident site of John Hughes. 

The second, dated 13th October, from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal,Edinburgh, 

enclosing reports on the fatal accidents of John Hughes and William Munro. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-397 

13th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a plan of an abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, the Virtuewell seam of the Canderside 

no.2 pit abandoned on the 23rd May 1890 due to it being no longer possible to work it to a 

profitable end. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that the above plan was in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-398 

13th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Hamilton McCulloch and company, informing them of various breaches 

of the mines act at their Bog colliery- the air currents at the Slope Road section where Splint coal is 

worked which passes over naked lights despite being worked with safety lamps, breaching general 

rule 8 of the Coal Mines act; the lack of manholes on the splint coal haulage roads, in contravention 

of general rule 14; defective ventilation at the splint coal working face and the main coal seam 

working face; the manholes on the dook road of the main coal seam not being kept clear and the 

excessive thickness of the atmosphere at the bottom of the shaft in the main coal seam caused by 

exhaust steam from the engines, which Mr. Atkinson concludes will probably cause accidents for 

those working there. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he will be glad to hear ffrom the company when 

these faults are rectified. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-399 

13th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Lockhead Fire Clay company on the subject of Adam Hunter 

(becoming the) manager of the Lockhead Coal and Fire Clay pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-400 

13th October/ 14th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company informing the company of the similarities 

between the shifters and master shifters working in the pits in Northumberland and Durham and the 

brushers at work in Scottish pits. Mr. Atkinson concludes that their duties practically correspond in 

that they are workmen who are employed during the night putting workings in order, removing 

timber, taking up the bottom, laying way and restoring of roads, as Mr. Atkinson notes is done in the 

deep Durham pits. The building of pack walls after the shooting down of stone is also done by the 

shifters on the same principle as in Scottish pits. Mr. Atkinson also notes that these shifters are 

generally under the command of a master shifter who in most cases is seen as the official in charge 

of the pit during the hours between approximately 6pm and 2 am. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnstone informing him of his visit to Perth and his intention to 

stay at the Salutation Hotel. Mr. Atkinson also notes that he has left addresses and envelopes, and 

that he wishes Mr. Johnstone to visit the Kingsland pit owned by the Walore and sons company to 

follow up on a complaint about ventilation that has been made without particulars being given. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-401 

14th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of his receipt of a letter from the procurator fiscal at Lanark which 

he encloses concerning a dispute at Shawfield colliery about the appointment of checkweighers and 

whether he should reply to it by giving his opinion on the matter. Although Mr. Atkinson believes 

that the manager of the colliery acted illegally, he also believes that in this case the dispute should 

be settled without the intervention of the Inspector of Mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-402 

14th October 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow of the Fife Coal company acknowledging that Robert 

Penman (has been/ will be made ) the under-manager of Durie colliery in the room of John 

Campbell. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-403 

14th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, about the dispute at 

Shawfield colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-401 above) informing him that he has sent on his letter and a 

copy of the complaint to the Secretary of State for an opinion. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Scott of the Mid and East Miners Association assuring him that 

his complaint which has just arrived about the ventilation at the Cookpens(?) dook road at Kingslow 

pit will be investigated. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,enclosing a report on the death 

of Robert Cheyne. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-404 

14th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first signed by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, consisting of six descending no's. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a 

returned police report and Mr. Johnstone's report on the accident to William Scott. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-405 

Date unknown 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to L.I. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, on Home Office service, on 

the matter of James Stocks' accident and his assumed culpability for it depending on the use of 

signals (see NEIMME-JBA-389-390-391 above). Mr. Atkinson does not feel he can give an opinion on 

the case without full particulars which he does not think he has got and wishes to make an 

appointment on the next Saturday to discuss it further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Addie, on Home Office Service, arranging a meeting at St. 

Vincent Street on that day. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-406 

17th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company acknowledging the process of 

their Blend coal mine Virtuewell seam being put down and the process of replacing their present 

mine at Hartwoodhill Virtuewell seam with another due to the near exhaustion of the former. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-407 

17th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Blane, procurator fiscal depute, Edinburgh, referring to the 

accident to John Young and Robert Connor at Peultaud and enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the 

matter. Mr. Atkinson sees the problem as a failure to enforce the General Rules under Section 50 of 

the Coal Mines act and through Section 51(3) enforcing the Special Rules by the owner agent and 

manager of a mine. Mr. Atkinson confirms that he has informed the agent and manager of Pentland 

mines of this, and expects one or the other to complain on this matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-408 

18th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Roden, miners' agent, promising that the no.1 pit at 

Drunshaugie will be inspected for its ventilation. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Stockman advising that, while visiting the no.2 pit 

at Beuhar, he will be happy to meet any miners to discuss the perceived fear of water at the no.10 

pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Wilson promising to attend to his concerns about the 

ventilation of the quarry mine at the Deans Oil works. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-409 

18th October/19th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren enclosing reports of accidents to investigate and 

advising him to also investigate the ventilation of the Cockpen Dook workings while visiting 

Newbattle after receiving a complaint about this. 



The second, dated 19th October 1890,  from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow), receiver unknown (Mr 

McLaren/Johnstone?), returning letters of complaint regarding Drunnshaugie colliery(?) and the 

Deans mine (see NEIMME-JBA-4-408, 1st and 3rd letters above) and also a police report about an 

explosion at the latter, which Mr. Atkinson advises the receiver to look into. Mr. Atkinson also 

informs the receiver that he will be at the Home Office on Wednesday and would like the receiver to 

look in to see his correspondence on the Wednesday night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-410 

18th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Tom Caldwell of Pumpherston Mines regarding William Ellis of Seafield 

Mines, Bathgate and (a proposed meeting in?) the room of Alex Gibson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-411 

20th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, (Linlithgow), regarding 

the Roberts appeal (see NEIMME-JBA-4-388 etc.) Mr. Atkinson encloses a returned letter from a Mr. 

McKay, another from Mr. Henderson himself, and shorthand notes with remembered corrections 

from Mr. Atkinson, Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone. Apart from instances when Mr. Atkinson has 

altered or scored out the additions of Mr. McKay, he informs Mr. Henderson that he agrees 'that 

they stand'. 

The second from J.B Atkinson and Thomas Moore on behalf of the Billyford mines owned by Deans 

and Moore to Thomas Todrick (see letter below) certifying that the Special Rules used have been a 

true copy of the Special Rules established by the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 in that mines' 

case. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a 

copy of the Special Rules certified by Mr. Atkinson that are in force at Billyford colliery in connection 

with the death of James Stocks. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-405 etc. and letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-412 

10th October/20th October 1890 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small assuring Mr. Small that his concerns about the weighing 

dispute at the Ladyland's colliery at Shotts will be looked into. 



The second, dated 20th October from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson concerning the Virtuewell 

pits, containing a diagram of the 1 and 2 pits and informing 'Bill' of the concerns of some of the 

miners that the abandonment of the second mine renders their working area vulnerable to rising 

water bursting through from the abandoned pit. Mr. Atkinson asks 'Bill' what his opinion is as to the 

danger. Mr. Atkinson also tells Bill of a forthcoming visit to the Home Office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-413 

24th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson regarding a proposed memorandum by 

Mr. Lushington on the subject of  the danger of coal dust to be sent to the Secretary of State. Mr. 

Atkinson informs 'Bill' that he has been given a draft copy of the memorandum to correct and add 

to, and that Mr. Lushington had asked him to consult  with 'Bill' on the subject on a strictly 

confidential basis. Mr. Atkinson proposes an appendix in which the question of the occurrence of 

coal dust in several  (44 in all) explosions since 1880 is explored in a table and brief abstract, and 

wishes 'Bill' to do the same to compare notes. Mr. Lushington's desire to have scientific backup from 

scientists non-committal to the question has led to him suggesting the participation of a Dr. Dewar 

while Mr. Atkinson considers H. Dixon of Owens' College another suitable candidate. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that the best plan would be to have a meeting with 'Bill' before returning the memorandum 

to discuss things further. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-414 

24th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, regarding the death of 

William Munro. Mr. Atkinson suggests that a meeting with the manager of the mine involved is 

advisable to consider the question of whether the walling of the no.8 incline should be completed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Morrison of Newbattle collieries suggesting that the accident 

of Pete Heriot was brought about by a combination of disobedience of orders and a want of 

discipline and advises Mr. Morrison to refer to sections 50 and 51(3) of the Coal Mines act on the 

subject. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson advising him that the papers he has sent 

regarding East Plean colliery have been sent to Mr. Ronaldson, whose district the colliery is in. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-415 

24th October 1890 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.W. Turnbull asking for confirmation that the 

Mauricewood compensation cases are being proceeded with. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.G. Moore returning Springrigg plans and advising Mr. 

Moore to send them directly to the Secretary of State, while noting that the Annual Return has not 

been sent in as required. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-416 

25th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Addie and sons at Langloan Ironworks clarifying that as an 

inspector Mr. Atkinson is not ordinarily expected to give a written opinion as to the safety of 

anything connected to a mine, but that he could see no danger of a sudden surge of water breaking 

from the no.10 (mines') workings into the no.2 (mines') workings through the dam at Beuhar as the 

miners had suggested and if he did foresee such a danger it was his duty to intervene. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-417 

26th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company regarding Mungs Mackay, the (future?) 

manager of Polton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-418 

24th October/25th October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking upon his informing Mr. Hood that his 

practice of keeping miners down a pit against their will could be used as an argument to strictly 

enforce an 8 hours bill. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that the Mauricewood 

compensation cases are being proceeded with. 

The third, dated 25th October, from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, 

enclosing a report on the death of Thomas Moffat. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-419 



27th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, ascertaining that the application for exemption for 

the second shaft at Netherbeath colliery can be granted provided no more than 20 people are 

allowed underground at one time, that there are no fires for ventilation purposes and that the 

providing of a 2nd outlet should occur as fast as possible. If these provisos are agreed to, the 

exemption can be granted until 30th April 1891. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, arranging a meeting the next Saturday to 

discuss the memorandum concerning the prevalence of coal dust in serious mining explosions by a 

Mr. Lushington (see NEIMME-JBA-4-413). Mr. Atkinson elucidates his view that the papers he has 

been provided by Mr. Lushington are rather rough, and lacking in detail, with several relevant 

explosions being omitted and a Mr. Hall's experiments mentioned only in passing. Since the 

previously remarked 44 or 45 cases of explosions causing 5 or more deaths have occurred since 

1880, Mr. Atkinson proposes examining those in detail only. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-420 

27th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir assuring him that attention will be paid to his concerns 

regarding the examination of Remelory colliery and the purported lacking of a 2nd outlet at the no.2 

pit at Dalbeath. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery regarding John Graham (being 

made?) under-manager of the no.3 pit at Eddlewood colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-421 

29th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Archibald of Pentland mines regarding Alexander Gibson (being 

made?) manager of the Pentland mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-422 

29th October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to C.H. Duffy, secretary of Dunsyston colliery, remarking that the placing of 

a Mr. McIlvain as the manager of Dunsyston colliery can only be for two weeks unless he holds a 1st 



class certificate. If not, he must then be replaced by a qualified man as specified under section 20(3) 

of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-423 

29th October/30th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer pointing out that in his previous letter he should have made 

it clearer that the practice of payment by yardage was unlawful in the opinion of the Secretary of 

State and his interpretation of the weighing clauses rather than a legal decision. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

403 etc. above) 

The second, dated 30th October, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Johnstone rearranging a visit 

from Saturday to Monday evening and inviting his wife to come along. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-424 

30th October 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, arranging for a visit in which 'Bill' dines 

at Preston and joins the family for tea. Mr. Atkinson also invites ' Maggie' and advises 'Bill' to bring 

Redmayne's papers with him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Grant of Greengairs colliery acknowledging his opening of a 

coal mine at Greengairs, while enclosing material that is not disclosed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-425-426 

31st October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, relaying his thoughts on the checkweighers dispute at Shawfield colliery (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-423 etc. above). Mr. Atkinson encloses letters relating to the case from himself;  

George Logan and John Tweedie, checkweighers; Mr. Telfer, the manager; the procurator fiscal and 

Mr. Johnstone, the assistant inspector as well as a precognition of the witnesses and the complaint 

itself. Mr. Atkinson also reports of his meetings with Telfer and Tweedie while visiting the colliery, as 

well as a meeting with another unnamed workman who had been dismissed from the colliery. On 

the three counts of the complaint, Mr. Atkinson remarks that he feels Mr. Telfer has contravened 

section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act but on the other counts of paying by yardage and scale by 

deductions he is more circumspect. Since Mr. Telfer has returned to paying by weight and the 



absence of any precise legal point on the payment issue Mr. Atkinson advises against proceeding on 

that point, while he feels on the deductions issue this should be decided under section 12(1) of the 

Coal Mines act rather than a criminal proceeding. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-427 

31st October 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of manager Alexander Williamson of the Deans Oil Shale mines 

neglecting to inform him as Inspector of Mines of the accident in their no.3 mine leading to the 

burning of miner Henry Kenny by fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson asks for permission to take proceedings 

against Mr. Williamson for contravention of section 35(1) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-428 

31st October 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, returning a police report and 

enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the burning of Henry Kenny (see NEIMME-JBA-4-427, 1st letter 

above). Mr. Atkinson informs Mr. Henderson that he has written to the Secretary of State for 

permission to prosecute Mr. Williamson for failing to inform him of the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, on Home Office Service, informing the 

receiver that a letter giving leave to visit Glasgow has been sent to (him) by mistake. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, approving Robert Muir's re-application for an 

undermanager's certificate due to his service as an oversman at Shat and Schoolyard (?) pit for 8 

years from August 1886(sic). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-429 

1st November 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe acknowledging a letter concerning complaints 

against miners reporting proceedings as required by section 66 of the Coal Mines act and also asking 

Mr. Fyfe to tell Mr. Prentice that he will visit the no. 11 pit (of the Gavieside old workings) on the 4th 

November. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Martin of Cults Lime Works remarking on the 

reported breaches of the rules at Remeldrie colliery that he as oversman should attend to- the lack 



of inspection of the mine before the miners go to work as required under General Rule 4 of the Coal 

Mines act and also Special Rule 35 and the lack of a bottomer at the shaft. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe rearranging the date of the visit to the no. 11 

mine as mentioned in the first letter above to the 5th November at the same time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-430 

1st November 1890 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Peter Black (to J.B. Lindsay, see NEIMME-JBA-4-431 below), 

an oversman, at the no. 9 pit at Greenhill colliery owned by Robert Young. After visiting the site of 

the fatal accident the day after it occurred (31st October) Mr. Atkinson provides a plan and a section 

of the site where Mr. Black was killed,  'almost instantaneously', by a fall of stone from the roof of a 

horse road in the Virtuewell seam of coal in the dook section of the pit involved. After interviewing 

William Black, an experienced brusher, and Joseph Potts, a cousieman who were with Mr. Black at 

the time attempting to raise the road in order to avoid having water standing on the horse road, Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that no blame would seem to be applicable to any one person. The explosion 

was caused by three shots of gelatine dynamite which caused the roof to collapse and Mr. Black fell 

with it, fracturing his skull on the debris beneath. William Black remarked to Mr. Atkinson that Peter 

Black had sounded the roof before it fell and found no problem or perceived weakness and Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that since he was an experienced man, in charge of the work and had all the 

proper appliances at hand nobody else could be blamed for the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-431 

1st November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-430 above.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing report 

on the death of Peter Black (NEIMME-JBA-4-430,431 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-432 

Date unknown 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on proceedings at Linlithgow's Sheriff Court 

and the fining of Robert Frame (on the 13th October), James McArdale and William Skinner (on the 

22nd October) of 1 shilling each for the breach of Special Rule 73, General Rule 12 section 6 and 

Special Rule 73 (again) respectively. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-433 

4th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin Light and company, informing him that 

David Rankine, the manager of the no.30 pit at Westwood as well as the no.2 pit at Muirhall, and 

Thomas Wood would be responsible for the running of the no.11 pit at Polbeth and the no.27 pit at 

Gavieside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-434 

5th November/6th November 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, asking Mr. 

Henderson to send him a copy of the complaint relating to the Roberts appeal. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

411 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Smillie acknowledging Mr. Smillie's concerns about 

the accumulation of gas at Bog colliery and the perceived breach of the rules at Longlee colliery and 

promising his attention to these problems. 

The third, dated 6th November, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Blackadder of Stand colliery, 

returning two plans sent to him by Mr. Blackadder and advising him to fill in an enclosed form 

complete with the particulars required and send it back to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-435 

Undated 

A list of Colliery explosions in Great Britain since the 1st January 1880 involving the loss of five or 

more lives, containing the name of the colliery where the accident occurred, the date, the hour, the 

lives lost, the Inspector's district involved and a note of official reports written about the accident 

other than that written by the Inspector of the district. (From J.B. Atkinson to Godfrey Lushington, 

see below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-436-437 

6th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Godfrey Lushington at the Home Office returning the 

memorandum referring to coal dust and its role in mining explosions with corrections by himself and 



W.H. Atkinson as requested. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-419 etc.) Mr. Atkinson remarks that the explosions 

mentioned in the appendix do not comprise all of the 'extensive' explosions since 1880 and are not 

necessarily as conclusive of the dangers of coal dust as other explosions not mentioned. Mr. 

Atkinson provides a table containing all of the relevant explosions since 1880 (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

435 above) along with particulars which he invites Mr. Lushington to peruse and provide comments 

on in order to approve or disapprove their addition to the memorandum while promising to prepare 

a list summarising old cases. After reiterating his willingness to look over the material again if 

needed, Mr. Atkinson provides his proposal on how the enquiry into the causes of explosions in coal 

mines and how they could be prevented should be mounted. He proposes that the 'natural shape' of 

such would include an enquiry into past explosions, an enquiry on the spot into any future 

explosions, an enquiry by means of experiment on a large scale and an enquiry into means of 

prevention. He proposes also the persons conducting the enquiry should consist of 3 mining 

engineers, 3 scientific men, a representative of the miners and a chairman. For these roles, Mr. 

Atkinson provides suggestions- the mining engineers John Daglish or William Cochrane from the 

North of England, C.G. Rhodes or G. Bainbridge from the Midlands and A. Hood or William Galloway 

from Wales and Scotland; Professor H.B. Dixon of Owens College Manchester as a scientific man and 

John Wilson an M.P. from the Miner's Offices to represent the miners. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-438 

6th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-436-437 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Telfer advising Mr. Telfer of his visit to Shawfield 

colliery the next day and his wish to have a meeting with him then. (see NEIMME-JBA-425-426 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-439 

6th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State,acknowledging his returning of a list of abandoned mines with the corrections he 

deemed necessary concerning his district as instructed by Mr. Matthews. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-440 

8th November 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, concerning 

the accident to Henry Kenny (see NEIMME-JBA-4-428, 1st letter etc.) and the Roberts appeal (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-434, 1st letter etc.) In the former case, Mr. Atkinson reveals that he has been given 

permission to prosecute Mr. Williamson for his failure to inform Mr. Atkinson of the accident and 

wishes Mr. Henderson to prepare a complaint and in the latter he asks for copies of the complaint, 

the appellant's case, the evidence at the trial and the formal finding of the Justiciary Court since the 

decision that has been made can seemingly not be reviewed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.McLaren expressing relief that Mr. McLaren's wife's 

health is improving and asking him to call him on the following Monday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-441 

8th November 1890 

Two letters- 

 The first containing plans of the abandoned mines Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray at Rochsoles 

colliery acknowledging their exhaustion of coal on 13th July 1890. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, affirming that the above plans are in order. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-442 

8th November 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State informing him of his visit to Shawfield colliery following up the checkweigher's 

dispute there. (see NEIMME-JBA-425-426, 438 etc.)  At the colliery, he found no checkweighers 

working. After his meeting with Mr. Telfer, he was informed that the miners were lukewarm to the 

idea and , after their failure to pay the remaining checkweighers, the practice was abandoned. Mr. 

Telfer's explanation  was that the checkweighers had been appointed from Larkhall, an adjoining 

district, and not from the miners themselves but in order to set up a union presence and 

representation. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the dispute was between the union and the manager, 

rather than the miners and that the manager's misunderstanding of the rules governing the 

appointing of checkweighers (a majority of miner's votes only being necessary to agree to paying the 

checkweighers rather than appointing them) and his antipathy to the union led to him initially 

opposing the appointment of the two checkweighers and unknowingly contravening the law. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-443 

8th November 1890 

Two letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-442 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning 

a police report and enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of John Denholm and the 

inquiry into Daniel Sweeny. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-444 

10th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Martin informing him that the duties of his manager 

at Remeldrie colliery would be quite sufficient if he went down the pit every day, but since he also 

seems to have taken on the inspection duties usually performed by a fireman or oversman, he may 

need to be reminded that under General Rule 4 these inspections must be carried out prior to the 

miners beginning work. The question of the mine lacking a bottomer is also a seeming contravention 

of the Special Rules but this may be treated leniently due to the lack of people presently being 

employed at the mine. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-429, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the extension of time for the 

exemption of the Calderhead no.2 pit from having double shafts or outlets under 18 (2) (a) for a 

further 6 months until the 30th April 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-445 

10th November 1890 

Plan of abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, the mine being the Holmes no.3 

mine at Uphall, Linlithgow, owned by Holmes Oil company, the mine being abandoned due to it not 

being workable for profit any longer on the 13th October 1890 for Houston coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-446 

10th November 1890 

Plan of abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, the mine being the Hut mine at 

Uphall, Linlithgow, owned by the Broxburn Oil company, the mine being abandoned due to it not 

being workable for profit any longer on the 16th September 1890 for 'curly' oil shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-447 

10th November 1890 



Plan of abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, the mine being the Darngavil 

no.12 mine at New Monkland, Airdrie in Lanark owned by Darngavil Coal Ltd., the mine being 

abandoned due to an exhaustion of Hiltongue coal and Upper Drumgray coal being no longer able to 

be worked for profit on the 23rd April 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-448 

10th November 1890 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow), receiver unknown, asking for a wagonette to be sent to meet 

a train arriving at the H.R. Hamilton station to drive to Lanark shack on Wednesday 12th to hold four 

people. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.H. Duffy, the secretary of Broughton Coal company remarking on 

Robert Miller, (being made?) manager at Dunsyston colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-449 

12th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Godfrey Lushington of the Home Office regarding the coal 

dust memorandum (see NEIMME-JBA-4-436-437 etc.) Mr. Atkinson attempts to explain why he has 

included the verdict of coroner's juries in his reports on the prevalence of coal dust in mining 

explosions, despite their lack of scientific expertise. Mr. Atkinson believes that these juries 

increasing references to coal dust in their verdicts shows the increasing awareness of the danger 

caused by it in mines, and are therefore representative of the kinds of evidence increasingly brought 

before the court. He further believes that all extensive explosions are mainly due to coal dust, but is 

unable to express such an opinion when the information he is given on such explosions does not 

refer to the question. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Wyper of Clyde collieries acknowledging his letter 

referring to the death of Archibald Ferguson and arranging a meeting to discuss the subject for the 

next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-450 

12th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking on some additions made to 

some papers sent by 'Bill', and enclosing letters from Mr. Lushington and the result of an appeal, 



both of which he wants returned, while acknowledging receipt of 'the Staffordshire paper'. In 

regards to the appeal Mr. Atkinson expresses his opinion that since the explosion involved occurred 

after 2 hours in which it was proven that the ventilation was not working, the procurator fiscal had 

been wrong in drawing up the complaint in such a manner as to disallow any action being taken 

against those responsible, and expresses a further suspicion that the judges went out of their way to 

let the manager involved off the hook. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-451 

13th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Wallace Bros. at Holbeath collieries acknowledging their acquisition of 

Mr. Gilder's colliery and their desire to rename it the Burn pit at Cuttlehill colliery which it had been 

named originally. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-452 

13th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Wallace Bros. at Holbeath collieries remarking on William W. Muir, 

(being made?) manager of their collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-453 

14th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Thornton of Crofthead collieries acknowledging that since the 20th 

August the company have been sinking an outlet shaft for their no.5 pit at Eastfield. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-454 

15th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Hunt, colliery undermanager, saying that a 

certificated undermanager is not needed by law at any mines as long as the manager of such mines 

is able to exercise 'daily personal supervision'. Mr. Atkinson expresses his unwillingness to clarify 

what this 'supervision' legally entails, or what the exact meaning of the word 'separately' refers to in 

section 19 (1) of the Coal Mines act. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Gracie acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Gracies'  

letter, forwarded by a Mr. Ronaldson, expressing concerns about the ventilation at Climpe colliery 

and assuring him that the pit will be inspected to ascertain how to improve the situation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-455 

15th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, concerning the 

complaint of Robert Taylor which he returns. Mr. Atkinson considers that the complaint concerning 

Mr. Telfer and his treatment of checkweighers (see NEIMME-JBA-4-442 etc.) should probably be 

allowed to drop, since in his opinion the checkweighers were appointed by the outside influence of 

the Miners' union and did not have the support of the body of miners at Shawfield. The flouting of 

the law by Mr. Telfer was caused, Mr. Atkinson considers, by a genuine misunderstanding of the law 

which does not specify that a majority of miners' support is needed for checkweighers to be 

appointed, as Mr. Telfer supposed and takes into account Mr. Telfer's immediate dropping of 

opposition when this was pointed out to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-456-457 

15th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Godfrey Lushington of the Home Office enclosing Mr. 

Lushington's returned memorandum on coal dust which he has corrected. Mr. Atkinson replies in 

response to a query by Mr. Lushington that he does not think it likely that an explosion would pick 

up gas liberated in consequence of the vacuum occasioned in the air by the explosion behind, and 

explains why quoting a Mr. Hall on the subject. He concludes that evidence provided at the Voston 

and Haverch explosions that seem to contradict this were assumptions 'of an improbable nature'. Mr 

Atkinson concludes that the prevailing opinion has changed and that it is now believed that 'the 

flame from an ignition at any point does not extend any considerable distance from where air and 

inflammable material exists' extending only a few yards from there rather than the hundreds of 

yards previously thought. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-458 

15th November 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Archibald of Portland Mines expressing concerns 

that the rope used to work the carriage on their no.50 Dook is not daily examined as required by 

General Rule 5 of the Coal Mines act and that the signalling arrangements in use there are also 

unsatisfactory under General Rule 14, and asking Mr. Archibald to attend to these problems. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Jackson pointing out that the plan of the New 

Gilston colliery has not yet been sent to the Secretary of State as required by section 38 of the Coal 

Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Drumshangie Coal company pointing out that the 

company only has one signal wire from the enginemen to the Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray seams 

of their no.1 pit in contravention of General Rule 25 of the Coal mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-459 

17th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews , Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, requesting a copy of the reports of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Mines for the year 

1862, and suggesting that, if, as he fears, the reports are out of print, he might loan the copy 

contained at the Home Office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-460 

19th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Russell of Coltness Iron Works concerning John Wardlow, 

(becoming?) the manager of Foulsykes and Collyshot pits in Cambusucthan and Sunnyside pit in 

Shotts and also acknowledging the appointment of Andrew Benson as the manager of Ross Colliery 

in Hamilton. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-461 

19th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I. Lancaster of Fence colliery concerning (the accident to) 

Andrew Kerr. (see letter below). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a 

report on the accident that led to the death of Andrew Kerr. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-462 

20th November 1890 

Two letters-  



The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Burntisland Oil company concerning James McGill (being made?) 

manager of the companies' no.1 and 2 mines and retaining control of the no.3 mine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H.Telfer thanking him for information about miners paid 

for by him and contractors. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-463-464 

21st November 1890 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Archibald Ferguson (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-465,2nd letter below.) Mr. Atkinson reports that the accident that led to Mr. 

Ferguson's death occurred on the 24th October when a fall of coal in the Ell coal seam of the no.2 pit 

at Backmuir colliery owned by the Clyde Coal company caused his injury.  Mr. Atkinson reports that 

at the time of the accident he was accompanied by a Mr Thomas McCartney, who in an interview 

with Mr. Atkinson revealed that he was working on the left side of the place of the accident while 

Mr. Ferguson worked on the right. After the fall of coal on his head and shoulders at 9.20 pm, Mr. 

McCartney reports that Mr. Ferguson seemed to have received an injury to his breastbone. Mr. 

McCartney also reports that he asked Mr. Ferguson whether he thought the coal was safe after the 

accident to which he replied yes. After the incident, Mr. McCartney reports walking home with 

Ferguson who was still capable of walking the half a mile to his home. Later, he was sent to the 

infirmary where he died on the 10th November. Despite the colliery manager Mr. Wyper not 

informing him of the accident until after Mr. Ferguson's death, Mr. Atkinson was prepared to believe 

his explanation that the colliery doctor had informed him that Mr. Ferguson's injuries did not seem 

serious and he was only sent to the infirmary because there was no-one at his lodgings to keep an 

eye on his condition. After examining the place of the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no 

blame would seem to be attached to anyone, despite evidence that the conditions of the scene had 

been altered after the incident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-465 

21st November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L.Stuart, procurator fiscal,  Edinburgh, replying to an 

earlier letter that, after an unspecified death occurring, the owners involved had not been asked to 

consider the advisability of completing the walling of their no.8 incline but advises that the manager 

should be apprised of this at the earliest opportunity. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report 

on the death of Archibald Ferguson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-463-464 above). Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. 

Wilson for information on the infirmary doctor's conclusion as to the cause of death and the age of 

the deceased. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-466 

22nd November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking for an opinion as to whether an Inspector of Mines can be called as a 

witness for a complainer against one of Her Majesty's Inspector's of mines under Scots law as well as 

appearing in a case for the person charged as enshrined in the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887, 

section 62 (3). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-467 

22nd November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, reporting on the overturning of the prosecution of (Mr. Roberts) the manager of 

the Holmes Oil company for negligence in ventilation (see NEIMME-JBA-4-351-354 etc.) at his 

appeal. Mr. Atkinson explains that the complaint was thought to be defective in form  by the court 

and therefore overruled the Sheriff's earlier decision. The complaint was written by the procurator 

fiscal of Linlithgow (W.H. Henderson), Mr. Atkinson continues, and confesses that despite looking at 

the complaint he was not competent to determine its relevancy. Mr. Atkinson encloses a copy of the 

complaint and a report of the decision in the Scotsman newspaper, and reiterates that despite the 

newspaper reporting that the jurors would probably have overturned the case even if it had been 

heard in full, he still believes that the manager was negligent in the providing of adequate 

ventilation by not providing it constantly as General Rule 1 requires. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-468 

22nd November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-467 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to David Ferguson concerning a letter he had received from 

Mr. Ronaldson concerning Mr. Fergusons' remarks following his brother's death ( see NEIMME-JBA-

4-464 above). Mr. Atkinson reports on the officials of the Clyde Coal company's explanations for the 

accident and subsequent death of Archibald Ferguson with none appearing to be directly informed 

except Mr. Wyper, the manager who reports hearing it from the colliery doctor. Mr. Atkinson asks 

Mr. Ferguson if he has any reason to suppose the accident was caused by neglect by any of  the 

aforementioned officials. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-469 

23rd November/25th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson confirming that Mr. Atkinson has 

compiled a list of fatal explosions caused by fire-damp or coal dust from 1st January 1861 to 31st 

December 1870 containing information concerning the number of the explosion, the date of the 

explosion, the name of the colliery involved, the lives lost and the inspection district of the colliery 

arranged in chronological order.  He then remarks that he intends to make a similar list covering the 

explosions that occurred from 1st January 1881 until the present (1890) while passing on the task of 

compiling the list from 1871 to 1880 to 'Bill' and asking for the results when completed. Mr. Atkinson 

expresses his belief that these lists should be completed before taking things further, while also 

remarking on possible problems differentiating explosions thought to be caused by gunpowder 

when small dust was more probably the cause. 

The second, dated 25th November, from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application 

for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges by the Burn pit at Cattlehill colliery which 

Atkinson grants since he believes that the mine is free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-470 

25th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a requisition from R. McLaren, the Assistant Inspector of mines, for 

reports on colliery accidents up to the year 1887, with the further particulars requested by Mr. 

Matthews supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-471 

26th November 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

secretary of State, informing him of the accident to James Irvine, a 15 year old incline boy, at the 

Rawyards colliery on the 19th November, caused by the explosion of a detonating cap used in 

conjunction with dynamite, with a report on the matter by Mr. Johnstone enclosed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-472 

26th November 1890 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Garmine, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, 

returning a police report on the accident to John Gibson, and forwarding Mr. Johnstone's opinion 

that Mr. Gibson was at fault for continually riding on the tubs, a contravention of Special Rule 72, 

despite the warnings by the oversman John Watson, the chain turner and the roadsman not to. Mr. 

Atkinson also encloses a returned police report on a fire in Dalmery pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster enclosing a copy of the minutes of 

the annual meeting. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-473 

26th November/27th November 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on 

the death of John Binnie. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife,enclosing a 

report on the death of Patrick Kelly. 

The third, dated 27th November, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McAllister of Sheardale colliery 

informing him of his visit to the colliery the next day concerning the collieries' application for 

exemption from having 2 shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-474 

28th November/29th November 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, concerning the 

death of William Munro at the no.8 incline at Niddrie, informing him of Mr. McLaren's visit to the 

colliery where the incline was being repaired and the fact there had been no meeting with the 

manager as of yet. Mr. Atkinson also informs Mr. Stuart that there was no lawful way to force mine 

owners to line an incline with brick, and that this was done only in exceptional circumstances. 

The second, dated 29th November, from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application 

for exemption from having 2 shafts at the Cherry coal seam at Sheardale colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-473,3rd letter above). Mr. Atkinson grants the exemption under exemption 18(3) (a) under the 

conditions that no more than 20 people are allowed working in the Cherry coal seam until the 2nd 

shaft is completed and that the exemption ends on 28th February 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-475-476 



1st December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, on the subject of the duties and purpose of the Inspectors of Mines. Mr. Atkinson 

reports that he and his Assistant Inspectors, Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone have been able to give 

speedy attention and early inspection of any complaints received about mines in their district since 

his duties commenced on 1st January 1889 and understands that that was also the case before he 

began. He also remarks that after he was allowed clerical assistance in April 1889, he has been able 

to visit more mines but does not think that the number of Inspectors of Mines should be increased, 

since he believes to do so would damage the impartiality of the inspectors by making it more likely 

that they would include those who work at particular mines and collieries. Mr. Atkinson also remarks 

of his concern that Inspectors are often brought as witnesses for mines under complaint on the basis 

that they had no objection to practices when they had no way of knowing these practices were in 

operation. Mr. Atkinson concludes by enclosing a list of the visits to the collieries made by him and 

his assistants since 1st January 1889, including some visits to collieries that have since changed their 

official district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-477-478-479 

1st December 1890 

Report on the death of Thomas Sharp and John King by J.B. Atkinson and H. Johnstone (to R.L. 

Stuart, see NEIMME-JBA-4-487 below). The report acknowledges the death of the two pitmen 

through suffocation by choke-damp in an old shaft called the Britannia pit they were in the process 

of clearing out at about 11.00am on the 22nd November 1890, owned by the Gilmerton Gas and 

Coal company. Mr. Atkinson reports that he visited the colliery two days after the accident and took 

evidence from the pit manager, Mr. Menzies and the pitheadman and engineman who were at the 

pithead at the time of the accident. When Mr. Atkinson descended the shaft he noticed choke-damp 

and preparations for bratticing. According to Mr. Menzies' testimony he saw the two at the bottom 

of the shaft putting in sticks across the shaft to support brattice holding ordinary miner's lamps at 

around 10.00 and noticed the ventilating roans near the bottom. After twenty minutes, Mr. Menzies 

came up and went to his office. After another twenty minutes or so, he left the office and saw the 

pitheadman John Doig who reported that the two men had asked for the kettle to be sent but had 

not come up in it. Mr. Menzies then reports he went down the shaft a couple of times but found no 

sign of lamp light. After being drawn to the surface, he and Benjamin Reid the oversman descended 

to the bottom of the shaft where they found Mr. Sharp attached to a rope fastened to a bunton. 

Sharp was then taken up to a Dr. Forbes. A further descent in the company of George Beveridge 

found Mr. King's body. Mr. Doig confirmed Mr. Menzies' story, reporting that four kettles were sent 

down and filled with dirt before Mr. King called urgently for the kettle to be sent down while also 

reporting that the lights down the shaft gradually went out, with the engineman also corroborating 

this. Mr. Atkinson concludes that ventilation was inadequate but that procedures were being put in 

place to improve matters so that he saw no need of prosecution. The report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

incident is also enclosed (see NEIMME-JBA-4-480-486 below). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-480-486 

27th November 1890 

Report on the deaths of Thomas Sharp and John King by Mr. Johnstone (see NEIMME-JBA-4-477 etc. 

above) incorporating drawings of the accident site. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-487 

1st December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing reports by 

Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Johnstone on the deaths of Thomas Sharp and John King (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

477-486 passim.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-488 

1st December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, referring to previous correspondence on the subject of the prosecution of the 

manager of the Holmes Oil Shale mine for the breach of General rule 1 Section 49 of the Coal Mines 

Regulation Act of 1887, reminding Mr. Matthews that the prosecution was greenlighted by him in a 

previous letter and enclosing a letter on the subject from the 12th September (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

467 etc. and 489 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-489 

12th September 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, confirming that the manager of the Holmes Shale mines, James Roberts was tried 

for the breach of General Rule 1, section 50 (sic) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887 on the 10th 

June, found guilty and fined £5. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-488 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-490 

2nd December/4th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enclosing his drawn up list of 

explosions, enquiring what 'Bill's ideas are on how to amplify and draft the list and requesting the 

return of his papers on the subject, as well as Bill's own. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Charles Carlow, dated 4th December, replying to his 

concerns about the care of the boilers at one of his pits by showing that the Winding Engineman is 

deemed to be in charge of the boilers under Special Rules 22,24 and 25, the furnacemen also 

deemed to be under his command under Special Rule 34. Since both the boilers and the boiler 

attendants are under his purview, Mr. Atkinson sees no reason why a furnaceman with sole charge 

of the boilers should not perform the necessary duties under the Winding Engineman. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-491 

4th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons confirming their abandonment of Falfield's no.2 

pit and confirming the consideration of the companies' comments on the plan and form of annual 

returns. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-492 

4th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the Burn pit, Cuttlehill coal and the 

Wallace brothers of Nethersheath, Fifesline. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Wallace brothers of Holbeath collieries 

acknowledging the receipt of two copies of the Special Rules proposed for the Burn pit at the 

Cuttlehill colliery and promising to return one in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-493-494 

6th December 1890 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the Billy Fairplay method of weighing coal 

and its use at the no.2 pit at Backmuir and the no. 1 pit at Townlands. The receiver is told that there 

is no such thing as a Burnbank colliery in the east of Scotland district and the two pits Mr. Atkinson 

refers to are the ones he thinks the receiver is referring to, since they are situated in the Hamilton 

district of Burbank. Mr. Atkinson reveals that the Fairplay system is used in the the Ell and Main 

seams at the Townlands pit and the Ell seam at the Backmuir. The method used is then described, 

and the rates the miners are paid for the round coal and dross are given. Mr. Atkinson's opinion is 

that there is nothing in section 12(1) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 that would render the 

Fairplay method in contravention of the law, arguing that  the two cases (Hynd vs. Spowart and 

Bourne vs. Netherseal colliery) in which the method was involved were problematic due to the non-

payment of miners for dross, rather than any problems with the method itself. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-495 

6th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to George Walker referring to the ages of the enginekeepers 

at New Park pit.  Mr. Atkinson explains that the pit is under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act 

of 1872 as a limestone mine rather than the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 so the age of 

enginekeepers must be 18 or above, rather than 22.  Mr. Atkinson confirms that the two 

enginekeepers at the pit are over 18. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren concerning a Monday visit and the annual 

returns. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-496 

7th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson referring to his list of explosions (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-490 etc), returning'Bill's list, enclosing his own, and promising to formulate a table of 

additional details and abstract the relevant explosions, suggesting that a heading referring to open 

lights on safety lamps may be useful, while mode of working and fan and furnace might not be. Mr. 

Atkinson requests a sectioning of his list and the number of 'Bill''s Civil service store ticket, while 

announcing his trip to London on the 15th. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-497 

8th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Morton of Fordell colliery, acknowledging the commencement of 

work at the 5 feet seam of coal in George pit at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-498 

8th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to C.C.M. Rattray of Cardenden colliery informing him that Mr. 

McLaren had informed him of his observation of the use of women to move railway wagons in 

contravention of section 7 subsection 18 of the Coal Mines regulation act and of the explanation 

given that horses were not available and that the clock (?) would be stopped if they did not do so. 

Since Mr. Atkinson has been led to believe that this course of action has been used frequently, he 



asks Mr. Rattray if he can think of any reason why proceedings should not be instigated against his 

company to ensure the act is followed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-499 

10th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thompson of Binniehill colliery acknowledging the 

commencement of work on the Johnstone coal seam at the no.2 pit at Lodge colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-500 

10th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Maclay, Murray and Spens referring to an incident of burst 

water at the no. 11 pit at Polbeth. Mr. Atkinson informs the company that the plan of the old 

workings of the abandoned mine involved can be seen by application at the Home office since ten 

years have passed since the mine's abandonment. He also remarks that the road through which the 

water came was not shown on the plan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to George Walker assuring him that his concerns about 

underage enginekeepers being employed at Broomfield and Machan collieries will be looked into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-501 

10th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Graham replying to Mr. Graham's letter concerning coal 

dust. Mr. Atkinson affirms that he has received Mr. Hall's report on the subject, but also replies that 

due to poor sales of the 1st edition, a 2nd edition of 'Explosions in Coal Mines' does not look likely. 

Mr. Atkinson assures Mr. Graham that should the present issue of 1000 be sold, a 2nd edition would 

be prepared with descriptions of more explosions and Mr. Hall's report and others taken into 

account. Mr. Atkinson promises to prepare some remarks on the subject for inclusion in a Newcastle 

paper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-502 

18th December 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be considered for a transfer to the Newcastle upon Tyne district should 

any vacancies arise. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-503 

18th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning Polton Coal from the Lothian coal company 

in Polton, Edinburghshire (sic). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-504 

18th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Dougall of Bonnymuir Works acknowledging the receipt 

of two copies of proposed Special Rules for the Larkert and Wooler pits and Mr. Dougall's letter from 

Mr. Ronaldson while remarking that the pits are in Mr. Atkinson's district and therefore the Rules 

will have to be reposted with his name and address inserted. Mr. Atkinson encloses the Rules and 

printed notice he was sent by Mr. Ronaldson, and reminds Mr. Dougall that when he returns the 

Rules he should send 2 copies for each pit as required by section 52(2) of the Act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report 

on the death of George Harrison. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-505 

18th December 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to George Walker replying to his letter concerning underage 

enginekeepers at Broomfield and Machan collieries(NEIMME-JBA-4-500). Mr. Atkinson confirms that 

his fears were wellfounded, and that enginekeepers of an appropriate age will be used in future, and 

that his fears of similar practices at West Longrigg will be similarly investigated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mungo Mackay of Polton colliery acknowledging receipt 

of copies of the proposed Special Rules for the colliery, and promising to return one of them to him 

in due course. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Balfour, solicitor, apologising that he has no 

information to add concerning the deaths of Thomas Sharp and William King at Gilmerton colliery, 

but will probably refer to it in his annual report published in May or June the next year. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-506 

18th December 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren replying to his request for information on 

annual returns and promising to send circulars and information on new mines. Mr. Atkinson also 

encloses 5 metalliferous returns and advises Mr. McLaren to send one form to the Aberfoyle Mining 

company rather than the open works. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Morval providing information on examinations for 

managers and undermanagers certificates, informing him that both are held on the same date and 

that successful candidates are not restricted to working in the district in which they take the 

examination, nor is there any restriction on which area the examinations can be taken. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Thompson of Binnie Hall colliery informing him 

that he will not require any new Special Rules for the Johnston seam at Lodge no. 2. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-507 

18th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Auchinstilloch Gas Coal company informing them that 

their mines fall within Mr. Atkinson's district of inspection and that no Inspectors have the power to 

exempt mines requiring a certificated manager from employing one. Mr. Atkinson continues that as 

long as not more than 30 are employed underground, exemption can be granted as long as an 

Inspector does not provide notice that a manager needs to be appointed. A meeting on the 22nd is 

arranged, and Mr. Atkinson expresses his opinion that he cannot tell from his letter whether the 

different workings the company mentions can be thought of as separate mines. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to F.C. Hargreaves asking him to call either Friday or 

Saturday with the letter book whether it's finished or not. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-508 

18th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren providing him with a list of 11 mines in addition 

to the new mines he mentioned in his letter- Burn pit of Cuttle Hill colliery, Greengairs colliery, 

Monklaw (formerly Craigneuk) colliery, Auchlochan no.8 mine, Seafield mines, Riddochhill, 



Hareshaw, Lockhead, Edgehead, Badallan and Blackbraes owned by Wallace Brothers, Duncan Grant, 

Calderbank Steel and Coal company, H. S. Dunn of Caprington colliery, Pinnpherston Oil company, 

(sinking by) Gavin Paul and sons, William Higgins, Bourtreehill Coal company, R. Johnstone, J. 

Hamilton of Badallan colliery and the Thompsons of Greggrigg colliery respectively. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Caldwell of Pumpherston Oil Works asking him 

whether he is taking the necessary steps to implement the Special Rules at Seafield mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-509 

18th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to L. Gilchrist including a description of Pelaw colliery from Mr. 

Atkinson's notebooks, focusing on the low main seam and a section of Mandlin seam not considered 

workable. Mr. Atkinson also mentions a meeting with the Fosters. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G. Moore requesting the sending of the Springrigg 

colliery plans, since they have not been forwarded to him by the Home Office which is their usual 

custom. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-510 

18th December/21st December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, wishing to 

know the result of the complaint trial against Mr. Williamson, the manager of Deans Oil Shale mine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 21st December, enclosing a 

proposed heading for their explosions project including the number of the explosion, the date, the 

colliery, the lives lost, the inspection district and the county involved, remarking that the inspection 

district is necessary for reference purposes and that further headings can be added if needed. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-496 etc.) After asking 'Bill' to set up the table the way he has suggested, Mr. 

Atkinson mentions that he has written an abstract for each and has promised to write an article fror 

John Graham on coal-dust. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-501) He also asks 'Bill' at what price he should sell 

the 13 copies of 'explosions' he has been requested by the Colliery Guardian,and Mr. Lushington's 

proposal to write a circular on coal-dust and a possible commission of enquiry being set up on the 

subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-511 



20th December 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Hurley-Atkinson of the Colliery Guardian, enclosing 13 

copies of 'Explosions in Coal Mines by W.H. and J.B. Atkinson' and asking for remittance of the price. 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-510 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to R. McLaren apologising for forgetting a meeting and 

rearranging it. Mr. Atkinson also mentions writing to the Home Office about circulars (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-506,1st letter) and a fatal accident at Garmock that Mr. McLaren should look into. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Alex Morval advising him to apply to the Secretary of the 

Board of Examiners of the Western district of Scotland for the date of the examination (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-506, 2nd letter) and providing the appropriate name and address for that purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-512 

20th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, on the subject of the prosecution of Alexander Williamson, the manager of the 

Deans Oil Shale company, for not reporting an explosion of fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson reports that Mr. 

Williamson pleaded guilty and was fined 1 shilling or 24 hours inprisonment for the offence at the 

Sheriff's court at Linlithgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-513 

20th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking Mr. Matthews if the plans of the abandoned mines at Springrigg colliery 

have been mislaid, as they have not been sent to him as is the usual practice. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

509, 2nd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to D.H. Smith explaining that Mr. McLaren would be unable 

to participate on either side of a civic action arising from an accident to a James Newlands. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-514 

20th December 1890 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, urgently requesting the sending of 300 circulars to be sent to mine owners 

reminding them to send their annual returns and other information required by the Coal Mines act 

necessary at the end of the year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-515 

23rd December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the West Lothian Oil company acknowledging the company's reopening 

of its Fells' pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-516 

23rd December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Banks, miner, acknowledging his letter apologizing 

for his actions in jumping onto a carriage while in motion at Balbardie colliery. Mr. Atkinson 

expresses surprise at Mr. Banks' foolishness as he is a family man, but expresses no objection if a Mr. 

Beaton takes no further action against him although he stresses that that would be up to Mr. Beaton 

and not himself. Mr. Atkinson stresses that the letter itself could be shown by Mr. Banks in his 

defence. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to D. H. Smith, solicitor, expressing again his displeasure 

and refusal to allow Mr. McLaren to be 'precognosed' by Mr. Smith in a civil action (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-513,2nd letter) and also expressing his opinion that there is no one between the Secretary of 

State and himself who could review the question of precognition. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-517 

25th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing R. 

McLaren's report on the death of John Campbell. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, enclosing a list of explosions for 

1861 with a rough abstract, and telling 'Bill' that the Colliery Guardian will remit the price of the 

editions of 'explosions' when they are sold.  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-511, 1st letter) Mr. Atkinson also 

suggests that the list of explosions may have a column added for a page of inspector's report and 



confirms the headings of county and inspector. Mr. Atkinson also refers to a Higson with no name in 

and his sending to a Mr. Heyward of Manchester to buy one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-518 

26th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, remarking that 'Bill's remarks on coal 

dust are satisfactory, and that he has added three instances of shot firing. He also encloses remarks 

for J.Graham, which he promises to amend with mention of the Home Secretary's circular on the 

matter, his opinion that the minute on coal dust overemphasises the importance of Hall's research 

and experiments with clack, which Hall himself never seemed to attach importance to, and 

remarking that Le Leve Foster will be required to resign his inspectorship. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of Shutter colliery's application for 

exemption from 2 shafts, which Mr. Atkinson agrees to provisionally under section 18 (3) (a) 

providing that not more than 20 people are employed underground at any one time until the second 

shaft is completed, no fire to be used below ground for ventilation or any other purpose, and that 

the second shaft should be completed as quickly as possible. The exemption would then expire on 

31st March 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-519 

26th December 1890 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his opinion that Alexander Addie's 

application for an undermanager's certificate should be granted since he has experience as an 

oversman in the no.4 Bellsdyke pit under a certificated manager at the time of the passing of the act 

on 16th September 1887 and had 25 men working under him at the time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Moodie of Garnock colliery advising him to take 

proceedings or make a complaint to the procurator fiscal against a bogieman named Peter Zulley if 

he believes him to have contravened the Coal Mines act or any Special Rules. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that he still has not received the 

Springrigg colliery plans (see NEIMME-JBA-4-513, 1st letter etc.) and that if he does not receive them 

soon he may have to pay the owner of the colliery to make up a second set. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-520 



27th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Goodall brothers of Begg colliery acknowledging Alex Danskin (has 

been made) the certificated manager of Begg colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of Machan colliery's application for 

exemption from 2 shafts. Mr. Atkinson grants this under the conditions that not more than 20 

persons can work underground at any one time until the second outlet is finished, no fire is used 

underground for ventilation or any other purpose and that the second shaft shall be completed as 

soon as possible. The exemption would then last until the 31st March 1890 (?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-521 

29th December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Wypers confirming receipt of a telegram and letters and 

announcing a visit to his colliery at noon (on that day?) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming that they have begun to work 

the virtuewell seam of the no. 3 pit at Brownyside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-522 

29th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons acknowledging the discontinuing of the 

virtuewell seam in the no.8 pit at Arden. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-523 

30th December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Calder acknowledging receipt of letters and expressing his 

opinion that no changes have been made to the regulations to allow the reprinting of the East of 

Scotland circular with the required words added. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-524-525 

Date unknown (31st December 1890?) 



Notes by J.B. Atkinson about the dangers of coal dust in mines (to John Graham- see NEIMME-JBA-4-

525A below and also NEIMME-JBA-4-518 above). Mr. Atkinson argues that the dangers of coal dust 

in mines has been severely underestimated and that experiments, especially by Mr. Hall, show that 

extensive explosions could be caused by coal-dust even in mines free from fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson 

also cites his and his brothers' own research in their book 'Explosions in coal mines' in respect to the 

Seaham explosion of 1880, the Ludhoe explosion of 1882 and the Veworth explosion of 1885, all of 

which he contends were caused by the firing of shots on dusty roads free from fire-damp. Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that the admission of danger caused by coal dust in the present coal mines act of 

1887 in connection with shot firing is merely the beginning of a recognition of how dangerous coal 

dust can be. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-525A 

31st December 1890 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-524-525. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Graham enclosing remarks on the dangers of coal 

dust (see NEIMME-JBA-4-524-525 above). Mr. Atkinson also remarks on posting his book 'Explosions 

in coal mines' to him, and apologises for his delay in sending the material. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-526 

31st December 1890 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons acknowledging their commencement of work on 

the Musselband ironstone and shale seam in the no. 1 pit at Southfield. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-527 

1st January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on 

the death of John Gaston. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Colliers Iron works acknowledging the discontinuation 

of working on the clay band ironstone at Hallcraig pit in Carluke. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-528 



1st January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Colliers Iron works acknowledging the opening of the new 

no.11 pit at Garriongill and the companies' taking over of a small colliery called Mountrow in Shotts 

from the Dansyston colliery company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-529 

1st January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron works acknowledging William Vance (being 

made) manager of the Garriongill and Castlehill pits, Douglas Jackson being appointed manager of 

Hallcraig fireclay workings and Mountrow colliery and James Houston appointed undermanager of 

the Mountrow colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-530 

2nd January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, advising Mr. Matthews that he still has not received the plans of the abandoned 

workings of Springrigg colliery and can find no trace of them in his papers (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

519,3rd letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson concludes that the Home Office has not delivered them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-531 

2nd January/3rd January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Joseph Leere advising him that the results of his and his 

brothers' findings on coal dust have been compiled in their 1886 book  'Explosions in coal mines' of 

which Mr. Atkinson has a few copies to sell. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson expressing the need for two more 

headings in their compilation of explosions (see NEIMME-JBA-4-518 etc.), locating the county of the  

explosion and the inspection district. Mr. Atkinson concludes that he will follow 'Bill's' abstract, 

warns of paging discrepancies between volumes and individual reports and the inclusion of the 

Hitshill explosion in his 1887 report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-532 

3rd January 1891 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Menzies of Silverton colliery about the death of 

Archibald Blyth, remarking on his future visit to the colliery to meet a Mr. Roberts who was working 

with the deceased. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Moodie to arrange a visit to Eddlewood colliery to 

enquire into an accident in the sinking pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Russell of Coltness Iron works remarking that if Special 

Rules had been arranged for Mountrow colliery when it was part of Dunsyton colliery these would 

still apply despite the change of ownership and nothing further would need to be done. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-533 

7th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Joseph Leere enclosing a copy of 'Explosions in Coal Mines' 

and informing Mr. Leere of other writings and readings on the subject, particularly in relation to coal 

dust, including a paper written by Mr. Atkinson in the Journal of the British Society of Mining 

Students no.3 vol 12 December 1889, a paper and subsequent discussion led by Sir F.A. Abel before 

the Civil Engineers, the Report of the Royal Commission on accidents in mines, a coal dust volume 

published by the Chesterfield and Derbyshire Institute of Engineers and several papers in the 

proceedings of the Royal Society by a Mr. Galloway, while also mentioning several letters he has 

written on the subject for newspapers and periodicals and papers on the subject in all the Mining 

Institutes. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Whitelaw, mining engineer, asking him to fill in annual 

returns received from Kunnedder and Blain colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-534 

5th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F. Duncan of Calderbank Steel and Coal company acknowledging Robert 

Weir (will be made), undermanager of Monkland colliery in the room of Mr. William Hunter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-535 

6th January/ 7th January 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Marshall acknowledging Mr.Marshall's concerns 

about the weights at Hussockrig colliery not being stamped and promising to enquire further despite 

his belief that it is probably a matter for the Inspector of Weights and Measures to look into rather 

than himself. 

The second, dated 7th January, from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company acknowledging 

their discontinuing of their no.3 pit and the splint mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-536 

7th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his opinion again on the precognosing of 

R.McLaren by an agent in a civil case (see NEIMME-JBA-4-516 etc.). In his opinion the Scotch (sic) 

office does not think that an Inspector of Mines should allow himself to be precognosed in a mining 

accident, only to come forward as a witness to be questioned by both sides of a case in a public 

court should the need arise. The solicitor who suggested Mr. McLaren should be precognosed, Mr. 

D.H. Smith, should not be allowed to question him in private, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, acknowledging receipt of a 

letter concerning the death of John Campbell and arranging a meeting the next day at Mr. Wilson's 

office to discuss the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-537 

7th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir of Rosewell colliery acknowledging the upcoming 

commencement of coal mining operations by the Rosewell Gas and Oil company on the lands of 

Lassodie Mill in Beath. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-538 

7th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Menzies of Gilmerton colliery asking for further 

information as to what his son saw a Mr. Blyth put in a hole which subsequently exploded with 

particular details as to powder, gelatine, fire and cap. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-532,1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-539-540 



7th January 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the accident to Joseph Forquary at the no.3 pit at Eddlewood colliery on 

the 30th December 1890, receiver unknown, describing how a plank fell from a kettle at the surface 

of the pit and hit the 40-year old sinker working at the bottom of the shaft by supposedly 

rebounding from the bottom and hitting him as it bounced upwards. Mr. Atkinson argues that the 

accident was caused by a breach of Special Rule 119 in operation at the colliery whereby six planks 

being brought up in the kettle by Robert Muir, the contractor, and the sinker Joseph Williams were 

not sufficiently secured which allowed one to fall down the shaft where not only Mr. Forquary but 

two other sinkers, Patrick Rogan and Andrew Cain were then working. Mr. Atkinson expresses his 

opinion that the contractor should be charged under the rule unless he is not regarded as the 

leading sinker who would then be liable. Mr. Atkinson confesses that initial enquiries had not been 

able to ascertain who was regarded as the leading sinker in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-541 

8th January 1891 (written 1890) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of John McKnight to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-542, 2nd letter below), describing how the 20-year old pitheadman was burned by the ignition 

of naptha in the weigh cabin of the no. 6 mine of the Hermand oil company at 2am on the 5th 

January 1891 and died at 10 that night from his injuries.  Mr. Atkinson provides a sketch of an 

ordinary naptha lamp to show how Mr. McKnight tried to fill a lamp, but, because of his clothes 

being supposed to have been impregnated with naphtha oils from previous filling of lamps, it was 

supposed the flame of the lamp concerned, not properly extinguished as it should have been, set 

Mr. McKnight aflame. William Melrose, the principal pitheadman observed Mr. McKnight lowering 

the flame on his lamp but not extinguishing it and when he turned his back the weighhouse became 

full of flame. A chain runner named Charles McGuire put him into a pond nearby to extinguish the 

flames. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the deceased was at fault in the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-542 

8th January/9th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-541. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a 

report on the death of John McKnight (see NEIMME-JBA-4-541 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-543 

10th January 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of the Youngs Paraffin Light and Oil company acknowledging 

the company's desire to resume working in the Dumuct(?) seam of shale in the no.26 mine at 

Polbeth. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-544 

10th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Landale, Frew and Landale acknowledging receipt of a letter 

containing a tracing plan of Lodge no.3 pit and additional information that Mr. Atkinson had asked 

for. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin Light and Oil company acknowledging 

the appointments of Robert Boyd and David Archibald as the undermanagers of the No.2 pit at 

Muirhall and the No.26 mine at Polbeth respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-545-546 

10th January 1891 

Report on the (fatal) blasting accident to Archibald Blyth at Gilmerton colliery on the 31st December 

1890 by J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 

State (see NEIMME-JBA-4-538 etc and NEIMME-JBA-4-547,below). Mr. Atkinson concludes that the 

27-year old was killed by the premature explosion of a hole charged with gelatine and gunpowder in 

a stone mine at the colliery owned by the Gilmerton Gas Coal Company while attempting to charge a 

short hole on the right side of the mine. After visiting the mine on two occasions and interviewing 

J.Menzies and his working partner at the time of the accident, C.Roberts, Mr. Atkinson concludes 

that the accident was the result of one of three possibilities- either a spark from the miners lamp Mr. 

Blyth was wearing on his cap at the time of the accident fell on the loose powder in the hole causing 

the explosion, the steel drill being used struck fire at the side of the hole or a shot was rammed too 

forcibly containing a detonating cap. In either case, Mr. Atkinson concludes that Mr. Blyth was at 

fault for using the steel drill as a stemmer as this was a contravention of General Rule 12(d) of the 

Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-547 

10th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, 

enclosing a report on a fatal accident at Gilmerton colliery due to the premature explosion of a shot 

charged with gelatine and gunpowder (see NEIMME-JBA-4-545-546 above). 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-548 

10th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to D. Thompson agreeing to a meeting, dinner and a staying 

over all night (at Mr. Atkinson's home?) on Wednesday the 21st January while remarking that the 

coming week would not suit a Mr. Wilson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L.Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,enclosing a 

report on the death of Archibald Blyth (see NEIMME-JBA-545-546 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-549 

10th January 1891 

Plan of abandoned mine by J.B. Atkinson, the mine in question being the Lodge no.3 slamannan 

mine owned by John Watson Ltd. and exhausted in August in 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-550 

13th January 1891 

Two letters- the first from J.B. Atkinson to P. McBeth of Callender colliery acknowledging the 

resumption of working at the no.7 pit at the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing exemption from the use of gunpowder in 

cartridges under General Rule 12(6) of the Coal Mines act of 1887 to the Greyrigg colliery after 

finding the mine free from fire-damp and excessive dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-551 

13th January 1891 

Plan of abandoned mine by J.B. Atkinson, the mine in question being the Boghall or Gilston Largo 

mine owned by the East of Fife Coal company, closed down due to the cutting off of coal by faults on 

the 13th November 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-552 

14th January 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company acknowledging the 

receipt of a letter and plans, the latter of which Mr. Atkinson reports to have returned, with advice 

to send them to the Secretary of State immediately. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, admitting he does not know the cost 

of the circular 'Iron Tubes for Ventilating' despite remembering that a Mr. Rochester of Stella 

Collieries had used it previously. He encloses an advert from the Colliery Guardian on the subject. 

Mr. Atkinson also enquires whether 'Ash' is going to apply for 'Grace's place' since he believes he 

should be earning more money, and whether a Mr. Willis was thinking of resigning since he had 

heard of his plans of going to South Africa. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-553 

14th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Wallace Brothers of Halbeath collieries concerning Cuttlehill coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-554 

14th January/ 15th January 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,enclosing R. 

McLaren's report on the death of James Fowlie(?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren thanking him for his analysis of shale while 

wondering if the shale in question is rich enough in quality to take trouble over, since he was led to 

believe that most shales were 75% ash. Mr. Atkinson also encloses Mr. McLaren's report on 

Burntisland and  (information on?) an accident at Crofthead. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to D. Thompson, dated 15th January,acknowledging receipt 

of a telegram and asking him to meet on the 21st January with himself and a Mr. Wilson, having 

dinner at 6 o'clock. Mr. Atkinson also expresses annoyance with a strike and commiserates with Mr. 

Thompson as a coalmaster. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-555 

15th January/16th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hamilton and Sons on the subject of Badallan coal. 



The second, dated 16th January, from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Johnstone, enclosing a Gavieside 

plan and informing Mr. Johnstone of a visit to Alexandra Park at 10:30 the next day and going (to 

Gavieside?) somewhere from St. Enoch's. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-556 

17th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Youngs' Paraffin Light and Oil company acknowledging 

Thomas Wood as the manager of the no. 26 mine and no. 31 pit  and the appointment of Robert 

Smillie as the undermanager of the no.27 mine and the no.31 pit at Polbeth.  Mr. Atkinson also 

encloses the official abstract of the act and the annual returns he has received. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-557 

17th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F. Duncan of the Calderbank Steel and Coal company acknowledging that 

the Baukend colliery, formerly owned by the owners of Chapelhall, is now the property of the 

Baukend Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-558 

17th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Armour of the Hermand Oil Works confirming the appointment of 

Stewart Horn as the undermanager at Hermands' no.5 pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, approving the application of John Brown for an 

under-managers certificate due to his past service in the no.1 and 2 pits at Glenclelland colliery from 

March 1883 to April 1885. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-559 

19th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, on the subject of the prosecution of Mr. Roberts, the manager of the Holmes Oil 

Shale mine asking for the return of his copy of the complaint against him. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

467,1st letter etc.) 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-560 

21st January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Eaglesham of Sunnybraes colliery acknowledging the company's 

sinking of a pit at Sunnybraes and reaching coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-561 

21st January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren arranging a meeting on Friday the 23rd January. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal,(Linlithgow), replying that he 

sees no grounds for prosecuting in the complaint against James Gillies and David Nicholson of 

Holmes Mines for robbing the stoop side. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-562 

23rd January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company acknowledging John Gray as the 

manager of the Cillanton and Morningside collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-563 

23rd January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clark of Armiston colliery expressing uncertainty as to whether 

appointing two separate certificated managers for his Emily and Gore pits in one mine would be 

within the law. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Greig of Airdrie Coal company arranging a meeting at 

Airdriehouse to discuss the accident to S. Marrey. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-564 

23rd January/24th January 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Russell enclosing 3 metalliferous forms and that the Limestone 

opencast need not be returned. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Archibald promising to enquire about the matters he 

mentions in regard to Sheardale colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, making clear his 

opinion that the parties complained of in the Holmes company complaint have contravened Special 

Rule 101 and should be prosecuted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-565 

24th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie acknowledging Thomas Grey as the undermanager of 

Garnock colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-566 

24th January 1891 

Report on the death of Thomas Mee by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, see NEIMME-

JBA-4-567 below). Mr. Mee, a wagon trimmer was run over by a wagon at the screens of Garnock 

colliery owned by John Watson Ltd. After enquiring about the death Mr. Atkinson ascertains that the 

cause of the accident was three uncoupled wagons breaking away from the wagoner Alexander 

Crawford and rolling unheard towards the deceased and his work colleague Richard Wynn. Both 

were knocked down but while Mr. Wynn fell between the rails and was unharmed, Mr. Mee was run 

over by one of the wheels of the third or fourth wagon and the last wheel rested against his body, 

causing his death at about 8.20 (about 15 minutes after the accident) on the 15th January 1891. Mr. 

Atkinson can see no way to disprove Mr. Crawford's testimony that the runaway wagons were 

coupled before he started, though acknowledges there is a slight possibility that he may be lying. A 

sketch is also used to show how the wagons may have uncoupled if they were of a certain type but 

Mr. Atkinson could not ascertain whether the wagons in question were that type. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-567 

24th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-566 above.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of Thomas Mee (see NEIMME-JBA-4-566 above). 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-568 

24th January/25th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Macfarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline,wishing to ascertain 

whether Blackhall colliery in Perth would now be considered a part of Fife. 

The second, dated 25th January, from J.B. Atkinson to (W.H. Bill Atkinson), on the subject of their 

report on explosions (see NEIMME-JBA-4-531etc.) Mr. Atkinson advises his brother to leave part of 

the page blank on any important noted explosion to leave room for further particulars and 

observations and any additions they receive should be included on a reduced and equal scale. Mr. 

Atkinson also mentions a possible trip to London. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-569 

25th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, referring to section 66 of the Coal Mines Regulation act which states that the 

owner, agent or manager of a mine must inform the inspector of the district within 21 days of the 

result  if he takes proceedings against any under his employ and whether informing the procurator 

fiscal is enough to satisfy the law in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-570 

26th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train on the subject of Machan coal.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train acknowledging receipt of two copies of Special 

Rules and annual returns, promising return of one copy of the former soon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-571 

26th January/27th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clark (of Armiston colliery) acknowledging receipt of a letter 

referring to the appointment of two first-class certificated managers to run the colliery ( see 



NEIMME-JBA-4-563, 1st letter). As Mr. Atkinson considers the two pits in the colliery to be one mine 

as the ventilation is common to both, he suggests dividing the mine in two parts under section 19(1) 

and allowing the Secretary of State to object so the matter could be arbitrated upon. 

The second, dated 27th January, from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries asking whether 

the fireman of the district at the time of the fatal burning of Henry Muir was Muir himself and 

whether the site of the accident had been examined by another firweman during the previous shift. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-572 

27th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson the Pumpherston Oil company on the subject of Seafield Oil shale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ellis of Seafield Mines acknowledging receipt of the Special 

Rules proposed by the mines and promising to return a copy in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-573 

27th January 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Gordon, solicitor, regretting that he does not give out 

information about actions arriving from accidents as a matter of principle and so will not be able to 

help in the case of the death of John McKnight in Hermand mines. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-541). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the owner of Denork colliery asking for the immediate dispatch of 

the Annual Return along with the quantity of coal worked and the persons employed there during 

the last year. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Brian O. Higgins of the Bellside and Spendleside collieries 

acknowledging receipt of the annual returns for Spendleside mines nos. 2,5 and 6 and requesting 

why there is no return for mine no.1 and whether it has been worked in the past year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-574 

27th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Gilmerton Gas and Coal company on the subject of (the appointment 

of) Hutchison Burt as the manager of Silverton colliery in the room of Mr. Menzies. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-575 

27th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, clarifying a previous 

letter in which Mr. Atkinson declared the Holmes company justified in proceeding against certain 

parties by declaring in his opinion a breach of Special Rule 10 had been committed and that section 

51 (2) allows the enforcing of any Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson considers himself unable to advise on 

the legal procedure to set the law in motion and enforce the rules. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beahar Coal company expressing his shock at the 

death of a Mr. Baxter and promising to enquire into the circumstances on his visit to the colliery the 

next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-576 

Dates unknown 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to the Bonnybridge Silica and Fireclay company, 

asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to Rattray - Cruttenden colliery at 

Cardenden, asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to James Dougall and son at Bonnybridge 

asking for the immediate return of their Annual Returns. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-577 

Dates unknown 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to Jean, Dalyell and company at Marledge 

colliery asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to G. Turnbull and company and their Drum 

mine at Bonnybridge asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to R. Dougall of the Stenhousemuir Fireclay 

mine asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-578 

Dates unknown 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to Darling at Climpy colliery asking for the 

immediate return of their Annual Return. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to Dunn at Mossband colliery asking for the 

immediate return of their Annual Return. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-579 

29th January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mungo Mackay, the manager of Polton colliery, on the subject of Polton 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-580 

29th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, referring to an 

apparent error in judgment concerning a John McMahon who, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, should be 

proceeded against under Special Rule 101 for apparently displacing part of the machinery in the 

mines. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the Crofthead colliery's application for 

exemption from 2 shafts under section 18(3)(a) of the Coal Mines act 1887, which Mr. Atkinson 

grants under the following conditions- no more than twenty working underground at the same time, 

the second shaft to be completed as soon as possible and the exemption to expire on the 30th April 

1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-581 

30th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Dougall and sons asking for an amendment to their Return in 

which the amounts of fireclay, coal and gannister retrieved from Bonnyside pit are clearly 

differentiated from each other. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, date unknown, to Mr. Higgins at Hareshaw 

colliery asking for the immediate return of their Annual Return. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-582 

30th January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a memorandum by J.B. Atkinson for the consideration of the coal-dust commission (to G. 

Lushington at the Home Office, see second letter below) in which Mr. Atkinson considers that the 

effect of coal-dust in explosions should be examined through the investigation and consideration of 

previous explosions during the lifetime of the committee by experiment and study of all existing 

sources of information and thereby ascertaining under which circumstances coal dust constitutes a 

danger and what means could be adopted to lessen or remove said danger. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. Lushington at the Home Office enclosing a memorandum for the 

consideration of the coal dust commission (see 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-583 

31st January 1891 

Plan of an abandoned mine by J.B. Atkinson acknowledging the abandonment of the Gas coal and 

Black coal seams at the nos. 1 and 2 pits at Fallfield since both seams were not able to be worked for 

profit any longer. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-584 

31st January 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. King of Darmgavil Coal company acknowledging the re-opening of the 

Meikle Drumgray pit in order to work the Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray seams. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-585 

31st January 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and Sons of Fallfield colliery acknowledging receipt of a 

map with additional information of the colliery. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.C.M. Rattray of Cardenden colliery asking for the immediate 

return of their Annual Return, as their lateness is preventing Mr. Atkinson from compiling his annual 

tables. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren arranging a meeting and asking Mr. McLaren not to 

investigate the Pentland accident of the 24th January since Mr. Johnstone enquired into it after 

attending a Mr. Baxter's funeral. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-575, 2nd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-586 

31st January 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson reiterating his memorandum for the coal dust 

commission he had sent to Mr. Lushington (see NEIMME-JBA-4-582 above) and remarking that a Mr. 

Willis is 'still very ill'. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Reid and Sons saying that copies of his 'Explosions in Coal Mines' 

are available but not at a low figure and the company should quote a price, especially as a coal dust 

commission is being set up imminently. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-587 

2nd February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Greig of Airdrie Coal company concerning a Samuel 

Murray. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Carey (Glasgow) of Bridgecross and Grange collieries 

concerning a William Hutton. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths sending a third reminder form (for Annual Returns?) and 

bemoaning the fact that his tables of quantities have been delayed by a few mine owners. A 

postscript mentions a fish catch by Mr. Griffiths that has made the papers. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-588 

2nd February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on 

the death of William Hutton. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Balfour, solicitor, referring him to the owners of Gilmerton 

colliery for a copy of the Special Rules involved at the time of the accident Mr. Balfour is enquiring 

about and proffering him no further information. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, date unknown, to the owners of Marledge 

colliery advising them to tell him if the company are planning to send their Annual Returns so Mr. 

Atkinson can determine his next course of action. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-589-590-591 

2nd February 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Samuel Murray (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-592, 1st letter below). Mr. Murray, a 60 year old fireman employed by the Airdrie 

Coal company was crushed between the cage and side of the shaft of the no.8 pit at Airdriehouse on 

22nd January 1891 at  around 5:15 am, dying nine days later from his injuries. Visiting twice before 

his death, Mr. Atkinson ascertained that the accident had been caused by a misunderstanding on the 

part of Thomas Irvine, the engineman in charge of the cage as it ascended and descended down the 

pit.  Mr. Irvine believed that a signal had been made to let the cage ascend (one ring) when the 

meaning was for the cage to stop (one ring when in motion) as Walter Menzies, the oversman had 

meant as specified in the Special Rules. The problem was exacerbated by the fact that only one cage 

was in operation at the time as one of the winding ropes had been broken and Mr. Irvine admitted 

that that had left him uncertain of the marks which regulated the stoppage of the cage. Despite this, 

Mr. Atkinson could find no reason to blame the engineman, since the rules only stipulated that the 

brakes in use were adequate and allowed by marks on the rope to ascertain the position of the cage  

in the shaft and their was no indication that these were not in place. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-592 

3rd February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death 

of Samuel Murray (see NEIMME-JBA-4-589-91 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and Sons acknowledging that the company have sunk 

a further shaft at Drumbowie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-593 

4th February/5th February 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm, secretary of Arniston Coal company expressing his 

opinion that appointing two managers for Arniston colliery would be at variance with the provisions 

of the Mines Act therefore disagreeing with the directors of Mr. Chisholm's company. (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-571, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Weir of Loganlee colliery, dated 5th January,  acknowledging 

that Mr. Weir himself (will be/ has been made) manager of the Loganlee and Longford collieries in 

the room of Mr. W. Gibb. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-594 

5th February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Wains. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Hastie of Greenfield colliery cancelling a visit to Brownlee with 

Mr. Hastie and promising to rearrange and write with details. 

The third from J. B. Atkinson to the manager of Hotel Metropole booking a reservation for himself 

and his wife from the 16th February onward. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-595 

6th February 1891 

Report on the death of Robert Baxter by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-

JBA-4-596, 1st letter below). Mr. Baxter, the certificated manager of the Niddrie colliery owned by 

the Niddrie and Beahar Coal company, fell down an incline in the no.10 pit on the 27th January 1891 

at around 10:00 in the morning and was killed. After visiting the day after the accident, Mr. Atkinson 

surveyed the scene and took the evidence of the dook head man C.Dixon, who climbed down the 

incline with Mr. Baxter after Mr. Dixon heard a fall and found the signal wires not working. A tree or 

knop was found lying on the incline and the signal lines were twisted. As the two descended to 

about 80 fathoms from the bottom and were examining the signal lines on the south side of the line, 

Dixon near the centre and Baxter on the southernmost part, Mr. Dixon reported hearing a noise and 

turned round to see Mr. Baxter falling. Mr. Atkinson reports that there was nothing unusual on the 

incline to explain why the 40-year old fell and can see no breach of the Coal Mines Act that led to the 

accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-596 

6th February/7th February 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of Robert Baxter (see NEIMME-JBA-4-595 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson, dated 7th February, informing that some 

specimens of oil shale he has sent to a Mr. Foster will probably be sent on to Mr. Ronaldson directly. 

Mr. Atkinson encloses a cutting from the Times regarding the coal dust commission, and also 

enquires as to why the quantity of coal has increased in all the divisions per his returns except 

Lanark and how his part of it compares to the last year. Mr. Atkinson also requests a lend of Mr. 

Ronaldson's salmon reel for fishing on the Tay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-597 

7th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing two plates which he wishes to insert into his next annual report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-598 

9th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the editor of the Glasgow Herald remarking on the lack of a mention 

of W. Galloway's labours as the principal exponent of coal dust danger in their leader on the subject 

of coal dust. Mr. Atkinson also remarks upon his and his brother's book on Explosions in Coal Mines 

as an important work which has had much to do with the forming of an opinion on the subject, and 

encloses a copy (despite mentioning that they were sent a copy in 1886). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Smart thanking him for his letter and promising not to reveal 

the exact figure he gives or where the information he gave came from. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-599 

9th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Le Leve Foster, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, informing him of 

his intention of prosecuting a manager for a breach of the 1st General Rule of the Coal Mines act and 

bringing this up at the Inspector's meeting. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnstone asking him to visit (Mr. Atkinson's office?) on the next 

Tuesday night to pick up letters and pick up reports of accidents for either himself or Mr. McLaren to 

follow up and reports he will return on Wednesday. Mr. Atkinson also asks Mr. Johnstone for a 

sketch of the conditions at the Holmes Oil Shale mine as he wants to bring up the case at the 

Inspector's meeting (see 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-600 

9th February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.Cunningham and Sons asking for their Annual Return at once, 

reminding them that not to do so is an offence against the Metalliferous Mines act. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to D. Mitchell of the Newbigging Limestone mine reminding him that 

he and his company are liable to a penalty if they do not send their Annual Return in at once. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. James of Rothes Limestone mine reminding him that he and his 

company are liable to a penalty if they do not send in their Annual Return at once. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-601 

12th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Gustave Maes, apologising that he hasn't the time to provide all the 

information he requires about gas coals in his district. He provides instead a list of mines producing 

gas coal, differentiating between those South of Edinburgh and the others in the district. He also 

remarks that many other mines produce gas coal in small quantities along with common coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren summarising the results of the Cadman case by 

remarking the court considered no court of law could review the Treasury's decisions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-602 

12th February/13th February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Walton Brown, secretary of the Tedcaster Institution of Mining 

Engineers, referring to his upcoming paper on coal dust and promising to consult with him further on 

a certain matter he has mentioned when he has consulted with his brother in the next week. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, date unknown, to James Lowe of the Rothes 

Limestone mine warning him that if he has not received their Annual Return by the next day the law 

will be set in motion. 

The third from J.B.Atkinson to James Lowe of the Rothes Mine works acknowledging receipt of his 

letter after the sending of a telegram (see above) while explaining that a Mr. Robertson had 

informed him that he had filled in the Annual Return as far as he could but then had sent it to Mr. 

Lowe to complete. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-603 

14th February/16th February (?) 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Hobson, postmaster,  informing him that all of his mail should be 

forwarded to the Hotel Metropole in London from the  first delivery on the 16th February until 

further notice. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-594) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Rowan, dated 16th February (?), asking for the time the 

deceased started work and at what hour the accident happened in the case of the fatal accident of 

William Gardner. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-604 

14th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of Mines, on the subject of the Armiston colliery's wish to divide its colliery into two, each 

run by a separate certificated manager. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-593, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson reiterates 

his position that since the colliery consists of only two pits ( the Emily and the Gore), both of which 

share ventilation and which do not work separately, the process should not be allowed under 19(1) 

of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. Even if the company could prove the two pits did work 

separately, Mr. Atkinson argues that such a case would lead to a tendency to evade the provisions as 

written in the act under section 19(2). The two managers would not be able to have complete 

control over either pit's ventilation, Mr. Atkinson concludes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-605 

14th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-604. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clark of Armiston colliery acknowledging receipt of a letter in 

which the idea that the Gore and Emily pits are worked separately and should be declared separate 

mines (see NEIMME-JBA-4-604 etc). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-606 

14th February 1891 

Letter to J.B. Atkinson (from R. Clark? See NEIMME-JBA-4-604, 2nd letter above) expressing the 

opinion that declaring the Emily and Gore pits separate mines and working them separately under 

separate certificated managers will help to prevent dangerous accidents and instil better discipline 

and safety. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-607 

26th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, acknowledging the receipt of a letter on the subject of the division of the 

Armiston colliery and his previous action in informing the colliery that if they do not abandon their 

plans, a formal objection will be made. Mr. Atkinson also informs Mr. Matthews that section 19(2) of 

the Coal Mines act does not require an objection to a division by the Secretary of State to be made in 

any set time. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-606 above,etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-608 

26th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the West Lothian oil company on the subject of Archibald Livingstone, 

(being made), manager of the Deans Oil Shale mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-609 

26th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Stand Coal company acknowledging the companies' fitting up of an 

engine on Shamrock Old pit in Roughcraig for the purpose of working a few acres of sprint coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-610 

26th February 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Waugh acknowledging his leasing of a field of coal at Stonehouse on 

the lands of Major General Lockhart and the breaking of ground. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-611 

26th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company on the subject of George Sharp, 

previously of Wilsontown, (being made) manager of the Shotts collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-612 

26th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Glenboig Union Fireclay company confirming that the company have 

been the owners of Gartcosh Fireclay mine since the 1st January 1891 with William Reid and W.R. 

Greenhorn as the manager and undermanager respectively, but also remarking that if the mine is in 

the parish of Old Monkland it is in Mr. Ronaldson's district and the details should have been sent 

there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-613 

26th February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson asking for a meeting to show some papers to him and 

telling him that he met with Mr. Matthews the previous Monday.  Mr. Atkinson also tries to arrange 

a golf game with Mr. Ronaldson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of John Ramage. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Barnsmuir Coal company remarking that he has been informed of 

breaches in protocol at Barnsmuir colliery concerning the lack of provision for carrying General Rules 

4(2) and 24 during the brusher's shift and wishing him to rectify the situation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-614 

26th February 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clarke of Armiston colliery informing him that a formal objection 

will be made if the company carries out its plans to divide the colliery into two, separating the Emily 

and Gore pits. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-607 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.G. Moore asking for a copy of the Springrigg plans which have 

gone missing, and asking how much it would cost to prepare another copy. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Oil company remarking that 

he has no authorisation to allow the company to work shale from the pit already sunk at 

Foshucuik(?) where there is no second outlet. Mr. Atkinson suggests that Mr. Fyfe applies to the 

Secretary of State for an exemption under section 18(3) (a). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-615 

26th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to T. Niven on the subject of John Ramage (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-613, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison of Newbattle collieries acknowledging receipt of a 

letter expressing the desire to work Brysus colliery separately from Lingerwood pits, and Mr. 

Morison becoming the manager of the colliery and John Harrington the undermanager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-616 

26th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death 

of David Black. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman expressing his pride at the prospect of being 

nominated by the council for President of the Institute, while acknowledging that there are many 

members more qualified and longer serving for the position. He states, however, that he will not 

refuse the nomination should it be forthcoming and other members abstain. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-617 

27th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Liddell of Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company on the subject of 

Robert Martin ( being made manager?) of Niddrie colliery, remarking that this notice is sufficient. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-618 

27th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hamilton and Sons on the subject of Badallan coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-619 

27th February/28th February 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, date unknown, to R.McLaren, Inspector of 

Mines, asking him to investigate a fatal accident caused by the fall of stone at Biggarford pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the 

accident to Peter Brown. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James A. Hood of Whitehill colliery arranging a meeting at 

the colliery the following Monday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-620 

28th February 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding the duties of an engineman. The letter 

considers whether Special Rules 20,23,24 and General Rule 24 are at variance in any way with each 

other. In the case of Rules 20 and 23, Mr. Atkinson considers the former badly worded in its 

implication that the engineman should always remain near his engine in order to keep it completely 

under his control and that as long as he is near enough to hear signals, he can carry out what rule 23 

requires, a daily examination of the state of machinery, head gear, pulleys and other appliances 

under his charge. In the case of Rules 23 and 24, he sees no contradiction since the latter only 

requires that an engineman should be in attendance when there are people below ground. As 

regards the Special Rule 24 and General Rule 24, the latter's insistence that the engineman would be 

in charge of a furnaceman and the regularity of the steam from the furnace and the state of the 

boilers if these were needed seems fine to Mr. Atkinson, but sees no such necessity where no 

furnaceman is kept, though accepts that this is the practice in some small collieries and has no 

objection to it as long as the engineman can still hear his signals. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Herly Atkinson of the Colliery Guardian 

acknowledging the receipt of money for 12 copies of Explosions in Coal Mines and remarking on 

forwarding a similar number by rail for sale or return. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-621 

28th February 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thompson of Calder Iron works acknowledging the appointment 

of George Thompson as manager of Wilsontown colliery after the 1st March and that Neal Watson 

has been appointed undermanager of the no.3 pit and William Watson appointed undermanager of 

the no.9 pit at Wilsontown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-622 

28th February/ 2nd March/3rd March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Kinniel Coal company asking for the inclination of the 

measures at the Swab pits. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 2nd 

March, asking for a return of cases brought before the Edinburgh Sheriff's court in the past year 

under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I.G. Legge of the Home Office, dated 3rd March, returning 

corrected copies and originals of 2 plates for his annual report which can now be printed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-623 

3rd March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Barrowman accepting the nomination for the 

presidency of the Mining Institute for the following year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking for the filling in and returning of forms from an 

accident book. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James McKillop asking for the average price of driping coal in 

Stirlingshire for the past year, after receiving the previous year's amount from him at this time for 

his volume of mineral statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-624 

3rd March 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Waugh acknowledging the placing of Malcolm Ross as the manager 

of Mr. Waugh's colliery at Stonehouse and enclosing an official abstract of the Coal Mines Regulation 

Act of 1887 with official forms attached. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-625 

3rd March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow asking for a value for Fife coal during the previous year as he 

did the year before for his volume of mineral statistics. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, asking for information on the number of people 

examined and those who passed their certificate for colliery managers over the past year in 1st or 

2nd class and the dates of the exams, although he suspects there has been no change in the 

members of the board or procedure to talk about. 

The third from J. B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company asking if he can help in 

obtaining  the  approximate selling price of coal in Edinburgh and raw ironstone over the whole 

district in the past year for his volume of mineral statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-626 

3rd March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Rowley Lex Long of Little Drumgray on the subject of Little Drumgray 

coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Rowley Lex Long acknowledging receipt of a letter and promising a 

copy of the Special Rules Mr. Long wanted will be sent in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-627 

3rd March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Strain referring to John Black (being made) under-manager at Rigg 

colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-628 

3rd March 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, about problems at Rosewell colliery concerning a 9 

hour day underground which has been exacerbated, Mr. Atkinson reckons, by the death of  Mr. 

Scott, the Mid and East Lothian Miner's Association secretary on the previous Saturday which has 

caused outrage. According to Mr. Atkinson, the 9 hours rule is not being rigidly enforced by Mr. 

Hood, the manager but the Mid and East Lothian Miners Association have a rule that no more than 8 

hours should be spent underground. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson about how to solve a difficulty. To Mr. Atkinson, a proposed return 

from the procurator fiscal would do the trick and should be extended to all cases under the Coal 

Mines Regulation act 1887 and the Metalliferous Mines act 1872 and 1875 and should be forwarded 

to the Inspector of the District on behalf of the Secretary of State and encloses a form for 

consideration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-629 

3rd March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that he has sent notice to the Armiston colliery that if they do not 

desist from their plans to divide the colliery into two parts under Section 19(1) of the Coal Mines 

Regulation act 1887 a formal objection would be made and that the reply received from them 

intimated that they had no intention of turning back on their plans. Mr. Atkinson continues that he 

has informed the colliery that the formal objection would be coming from Mr. Matthews rather than 

himself. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-614, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-630 

3rd March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from R. Clark of Armiston colliery to J.B. Atkinson showing that he has no intention of 

abandoning his proposal to divide the colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-629 above) and if he should take 

Mr. Atkinson's previous letter as the formal objection against the proposal. If not, he expresses his 

willingness to receive the objection at the earliest opportunity. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Clark of Armiston colliery clarifying that the formal 

objection against his proposal will be sent by the Home Office and not by Mr. Atkinson himself. (see 

above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-631 



4th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, regarding the lost plans of Springrigg colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-614, 2nd letter). 

Mr. Atkinson informs Mr. Matthews that a new copy can be procured from A.G. Moore for 

depositing for £2 and 2 shillings remarking that it is very unlikely that the plan could have gone 

astray in the post since all are enclosed in envelopes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-632 

4th March/5th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on 

the fatal accident to Michael Hanlon. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren, dated 5th March, telling him to complete an 

enclosed table with cases in the order of figures in brackets. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Roxburgh, dated 5th March, asking for information on 

machines used for coal cutting etc. Mr. Atkinson also asks for a condensed account of a coal cutting 

machine in use and of the boring machine used by Mr. Roxburgh at Devon colliery, all for integrating 

into an address he plans to give soon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-633 

5th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that  the idea that boilers 

should be considered under something separate from the Coal Mines act was rejected at a meeting 

Mr. Atkinson had with the Secretary of State, H. Matthews, as this would lead to two sets of officials 

investigating if there should be problems, explosions etc. as the former act adequately covered 

them. As to a proposal by 'Bill' Mr. Atkinson has no objection only stopping to add that Special 

Instructions might be used to avoid clashing with the act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-634 

6th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F.W. Carter confirming that Mr. Carter and the Legbrannock District 

collieries now had no connection with Linrig(?) colliery, having sold it to Charles Carlow of Leven. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-635 

6th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson at Hamilton Sheriff court, receiver unknown, confirming that the collier 

John Walters had been found guilty of contravening Special Rule 87 and/or General Rule 10(4) by 

having a lucifer match in his possession whilst in the splint coal stoops of Udston colliery where 

safety lamps were being used and being fined 10 shillings for it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-636 

6th March 1891  

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Deans and Moore on the subject of Wallyford coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Deans and Moore confirming that the Special Rules 

proposed for Wallyford colliery and relative papers have been received and one copy of the Special 

Rules will be returned in due course, while the proposal to be exempt from the use of cartridges that 

the company also sent has been passed on to the Home Office by Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-637 

6th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Professor Grant of Glasgow Observatory asking for 

barometrical readings for use in his annual report in connection with his information of  mine 

explosions caused by fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson provides a table of dates and times of explosions and 

asks Professor Grant to provide information on the height of the barometer at Glasgow observatory 

and whether it was rising and falling to go with each accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-638 

6th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,asking for the 

dates of offence in the cases of Robert Frame, William Skinner and James McCardle to add to the 

lists of the prosecutions under the Coal Mines act which Mr. Henderson sent him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal,  Edinburgh,asking for 

information on the location and date of offence in the case of Robert Jones and the date of offence 

in the case of James Howden to complete his list of prosecutions for his annual report. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, asking for 

information on where and on what date John Hughes and David Sneddon committed their separate 

offences to add to the list of prosecutions Mr. Lindsay furnished him with. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-639 

7th March 1891` 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of the prosecution and subsequent 

overturning of the guilty verdict against Mr. Roberts of the Holmes Shale mine. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

549 etc.)  Mr. Atkinson expresses disbelief at the overturning of the verdict, since his wish for help 

with the appeal had been turned down by the National Association of Colliery managers and they 

advised him to abandon it. Mr. Atkinson also refers to his placing of the case before the annual 

meeting of the Inspectors of Mines with unanimous support for the rightness of prosecution. His 

complaint is made against the remarks made by the Lord Justice Clerk which, according to Mr. 

Atkinson, were calculated to do great harm as published by the newspapers. The idea that a mine is 

believed in law to have adequate ventilation unless the Inspector of Mines says otherwise is one that 

Mr. Atkinson finds untenable and would remove many of the benefits for the miners of the Mines 

act. Mr. Atkinson considers the idea that an Inspector should know the condition of all the mines in 

the district all of the time an impossibility, and the fact that he could find no fault with the mine 

about 6 weeks before the explosion an irrelevance. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-640 

7th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Hastie asking for him to accompany him on a visit to 

Brownlea colliery on the 10th March. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Blackadder arranging a meeting at Rawyards colliery 

the next Monday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-640A 

9th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Grant of the Glasgow Observatory thanking him for the 

barometrical readings he has sent. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-637) 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to T. Harot asking for information on the pricing of the 

portable electric safety lamps sold by him, whether they are powered by primary or secondary 

batteries and whether they are in use everyday in any mines to his knowledge. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Hepple on the nature of his coal cutting machine that has 

been in use at Ouston apart from its position as a drilling rather than scooping machine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-641 

9th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Lancaster of Baukend and Westburn collieries acknowledging that 

the Baukend Coal company took over the Baukend colliery from the owners of Chapelhall in 

November, 2 shafts began to be sunk on Westburn in January and Josiah Bentham was appointed 

manager (of both collieries?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-642 

9th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Johnstone advising him that James Grey, an injured 

miner from Greenfield colliery, has died and that he should prepare a report about it for the 

procurator fiscal. He also mentions a failed golf trip due to snow and thanks Mr. Johnstone for 

nominations. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren asking him to enquire on a matter enclosed 

and send a report on 'them'. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I.M. Ronaldson informing him of the information he 

received regarding the prosecutions of (John) Hughes and (David) Sneddon from A.D. Lindsay, the 

procurator fiscal, since these cases belong to his district- Hughes being charged on 11 September 

with contravening Special Rule 72 and being fined 5shillings or 3 days, while Sneddon was charged 

with contravening Special Rule 20 on the 10th November and was fined 20 shillings or 14 days. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-638,3rd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-643 

10th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train of Machan colliery on the subject of Machan coal. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-644 

10th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren informing him that he has written to a Mr. 

Bathgate about an accident that Mr. McLaren had informed him of, that he knows about the 

Elphingstone electric coal cutter but would still be grateful of any particulars, and that he would 

prefer Mr. McLaren to take his holidays in June as Mr. Johnstone and himself have expressed 

interest in July and August, and he would prefer at least one of them to cover the West at that time. 

He also arranges a meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Bathgate expressing his opinion that Mr. Bathgate 

should send a formal notice, date of accident, the names and ages of men injured, the explosive 

used and how the accident occurred regarding a blasting incident three months previously in a 

tunnel mined with limestone which, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, qualifies as a mine. (see 1st letter 

above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Clark of Armiston colliery informing him that he had 

received his letter reaffirming his decision to divide the colliery and that, in response, he 

recommended the Secretary of State to object against the proceedings and that objection should 

arrive shortly, although there is no time limit within which the Secretary is required to object. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-630 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-645 

11th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning Robert Clark, general manager of Armiston 

coal (on the?) 14th February 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-646 

11th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Clark of Armiston colliery enclosing a formal notice of 

objection from the Secretary of State to their collieries' plans for division. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-644, 

3rd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson,(Glasgow) receiver unknown, an invoice confirming the sending of 3 

copies of Explosions in Mines to Sampson Low by parcel post on 11th March. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Grant of Bog colliery concerning John Duncan and 

confirming his visit to the colliery the next day at 10am. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-647 

12th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to I. Caldwell of Pumpherston Oil Works on the subject of Seafield Oil 

Shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-648 

13th March 1891 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the no.31 pit at Polbeth and its 

application for exemption from 2 shafts or outlets. As the pit will shortly be connected to the no. 32 

mine at Limefield, Mr. Atkinson grants under section 18 (3) (a) with the provisos that no more than 

twenty people can work underground at the same time until the second outlet is completed, the 

second outlet is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th June 1891. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the no.32 mine at Limefield and its 

application for exemption from 2 shafts or outlets. As the pit will shortly be connected to the no. 31 

pit at Polbeth, Mr. Atkinson grants under section 18(3) (a) with the same provisos as above. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.G. Moore asking him to prepare a second plan for the 

Springrigg colliery and sending £2 and 2 shillings as payment (see NEIMME-JBA-4-631etc.) 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Eyre and Spottiswoode forwarding six copies of 

Explosions in Coal Mines at 5 shillings a copy. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-649 

13th March/14th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.B. Lordan of the Home Office giving details of the 

approximate values of these minerals raised in the East of Scotland district during 1890- Fire clay, 

coal, ironstone, oil shale, shale, gammester, lead ore, lead and limestone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G. Lushington at the Home Office, dated 14th March, 

drawing his attention to a newspaper cutting in the Glasgow Herald referring to a large explosion at 



a colliery in Canada he thinks will be of interest, especially since the same day's Times does not 

mention it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-650 

14th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application by Forkneuk no.9 mine for 

exemption from 2 shafts or outlets which he grants providing no more than 20 people are 

underground at any one time, the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption 

concludes on the 31st July 1891. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. McCulloch wishing the return of a paper on electricity 

he had loaned him. Mr. Atkinson also asks if his proposal to transmit electricity at Loganlee for 

pumping, hauling and coal cutting is any closer to fruition and to tell him if and when he starts to put 

the plan into operation. Mr. Atkinson also asks whether the rumour that he took steam down a 

borehole to work an underground engine was true, and if so, to give him a few particulars. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-651 

14th March 1891 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking on several particulars- the 

sending by Mr. McLaren of paper and Mr. Johnstone of circulars regarding coal dust, an explosion in 

Canada thought to be caused by a shot and coal dust (see NEIMME-JBA-4-649, 2nd letter), the 

sending out of more copies of explosions and coal dust to the Colliery Guardian, Marston and 

Company and Eyre and Spottiswoode, Mr. Atkinson being put forward for the President of the 

Mining Institute and a proposed address on the subject he wishes 'Bill' to look over, a request 

concerning electrical machinery and a  proposed meeting with Mr. Moore, who Mr. Atkinson is 

considering as an arbitrator in the Armiston colliery dispute (see NEIMME-JBA-4-646, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.D. Pigott of Her Majesty's Stationery Office asking for 

the return of an enclosed notebook of the kind he wishes to be sent 12 copies of. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-652 

14th March/16th March 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Clark of Armiston colliery acknowledging his letter in 

which he 'acquiesces' (sic) with the formal objection of the Secretary of State to the division of the 

colliery and has employed David Landale to act as arbitrator on the colliery's behalf. (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-646, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Clark asking to lend Mr. Clark's paper on the 

Application of electricity to mining that was read before the Colliery Managers Association. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.M. Ronaldson, dated 16th March, asking for further 

information on the other side (of the paper/form?) about the use of coal cutting machines, 

electricity for pumping and hauling and naphtha engines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-653 

14th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, telling him that R. Clark of Armiston colliery refuses to acquiesce to the formal 

objection to the colliery's division and has appointed David Landale on the company's behalf (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-652, 1st letter above etc.) Mr. Atkinson suggests appointing Ralph Moore as 

arbitrator on the Inspector of Mines/ Secretary of State's behalf and also asks for permission to 

appoint an agent should the need arise. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-654 

14th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing the dates of birth of Mr. Atkinson and of Robert McLaren and Hugh 

Johnstone, his two assistant Inspectors of Mines. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, containing the enclosed dates of birth mentioned above, the 17th January 1852, 

the 17th December 1856 and 11th March 1851 respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-655 

19th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 

State, enclosing his Inspector of Mines' Annual Report for the Eastern district of Scotland along with 



the Annual Reports of R. McLaren and H. Johnstone, his assistant inspectors, under the Metalliferous 

Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-656 

16th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Johnstone asking for his Annual Report under the 

Metalliferous Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.McLaren asking for his Annual Report under the 

Metalliferous Mines act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a 

report on an accident at Shawfield colliery on the 27th (February?) 1891 which led to the death of 

James Boyle. 

 

Unnumbered-NEIMME-JBA-4-657 

16th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Godfrey Lushington of the Home Office on the subject of coal 

dust in mine explosions. Mr. Atkinson explains that he and his brother are engaged in abstracting all 

of the noted explosions in which fire-damp and coal dust are thought to have been involved, 

focusing on the coal dust theory. Mr. Atkinson expresses incredulity that the Commissioners are 

confused with the appropriateness of appendix no.5 which noted the effects of each explosion and 

the natural conditions of the mine. The various sceptics regarding coal dust theory are summarised 

by Mr. Atkinson, although he professes he can think of few who deny any influence. He notes that 

Messrs. Dickinson, Martin, Stokes and Scott seem to attach least importance to dust, while in the 

North of England investigators who appeared to attach little importance included W. Armstrong, 

John Daglish, Lindsay Wood, W.H. Wood and G.B. Forster. Mr. Atkinson considers the most virulent 

opposer of the theory to be Mr. W. Morgans, as noted in the discussion of F.A. Abel's paper on 

accidents in mines and his own pamphlet The Solution of Colliery Explosions, and therefore the most 

likely candidate to appear as an opponent to the theory. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-658 

16th March/ 17th March 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Telfer of Shawfield colliery on the subject of James Boyle 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-656, 3rd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 17th March, telling him he 

notes his idea to include shot firing accidents in their list of explosions with some possibility of coal 

dust involvement, finding the idea that they may not be classified as explosions unnecessary to 

mention; enclosing his notes on the years 1851-1860; (see NEIMME-JBA-4-582,1st letter etc.) noting 

it will be some time until he finishes his 'year' and that he will not be sending his report until the 

19th; enclosing a letter from Mr. Lushington and mentioning the names of the North of England 

inspectors who seemed to attach little importance to coal dust and asking for that letter to be 

returned as soon as possible (seeNEIMME-JBA-4-657 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-659 

18th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, thanking Mr. Matthews for approving the appointment of Mr. Ralph Moore as 

arbitrator on his behalf in the case against the Armiston Coal company's division plans and informing 

him that he has done so. He also notes that the appointment of an agent has been approved if it 

proves necessary and that he considers his previous letter of the 14th an adequate statement of the 

case to be submitted in support of the notice against the company. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-653 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-660 

18th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Ralph Moore, appointing him as arbitrator with the power 

conferred on him by section 47(2) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 in the case of the Secretary 

of State objecting to the division of the Armiston colliery into two parts under section 19(2) of the 

same act on behalf of the Secretary of State for the Home Department. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-659 

above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-661 

17th March/ 18th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B.Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the application of Wallyford colliery for 

exemption from using gunpowder in cartridges which Mr. Atkinson grants as he considers the 

colliery free from fire-damp and coal dust. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to I.Lancaster of Baukend colliery confirming that the 

Special Rules that applied when the colliery was owned by Chapelhall are still valid and do not need 

to be changed. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-641). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Clark of Armiston colliery informing him that Ralph 

Moore, the Civil and Mining engineer, has been appointed arbitrator in the division of mine case in 

accordance with section 47 (4) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-660 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-662 

18th March 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of John Duncan (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal -see NEIMME-

JBA-4-664,2nd letter below).  After examining the place on 12th March, a day after the accident, Mr. 

Atkinson made the following judgments. The death was caused by the fall of stone from the roof in a 

stooping place in the main coal seam of Bog colliery, owned by Hamilton McCulloch and company. 

The 38-year old collier, employed by a contractor called Sneddon, along with brothers James and 

Thomas Muir and Charles Laird were working in a lift that had advanced 21 yards along the side of a 

stoop. Work had commenced between 6 and 7 in the morning on the 11th of March and the fireman 

Frank Marshall had examined the area of work at some time between 11 and 12. At about 2pm, 

when Mr. Duncan was either setting a tree or had just set one, the stone, weighing about 2 or 3 

tons, fell on him. Mr. Atkinson believes that two lipes running parallel had set it free, and that the 

lack of timber underneath it showed a want of judgment. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-663 

28th February 1891 

Report by H. Johnstone on the fatal accident to James Gray (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal -see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-664, 2nd letter below). After examining the scene on 26th February 1891, five days 

after the accident, Mr. Johnstone found that the death was caused by head coal falling on Mr. Gray, 

fracturing his skull, nose and jawbone at the Greenfield no. 1 pit, owned by Archibald Russell and 

managed by James Hastie. Mr. Gray, accompanied by Robert Nelson, was in the splint coal workings 

of the mine, a portion of which is shown in an illustration, when the accident occurred at 1.30 in the 

morning. Mr. Johnstone considers the accident to have been caused wholly by the negligence and 

want of caution shown by Mr. Gray himself. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-664 

28th February/ 18 March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-663 above. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 19th 

March, enclosing reports on the deaths of James Gray and John Duncan (see NEIMME-JBA-4-663 and 

662 respectively). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-665 

19th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Moore advising him that Dr. Landale has been appointed 

as arbitrator by the Armiston colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-661, 3rd letter etc) and that a meeting 

should probably be arranged to work out the procedure of the case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.Roxburgh thanking him for giving information on the 

boring machine and a pamphlet on the coal cutter, both of which he plans to use in a paper before 

the Mining Institute. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-666 

20th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone apologising for his absence the previous night and 

warning that he will be away that night also before going to Park the next day. Mr. Atkinson also 

asks for a report to be prepared on the accident to John Brown at Eddlewood colliery due to his 

subsequent death. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing Mr. 

Johnstone's report on the death of David McKenzie. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to F.C. Hargreaves asking him to call the next night for some work Mr. 

Atkinson has for him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-667 

20th March 1891 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, turning down the application of James Strachan for 

an Undermanagers' Certificate of Service since he has not acted as oversman since September 1890. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow), receiver unknown, acknowledging the receipt of £1 and 10 

shillings from Eyre and Spottiswoode for six copies of Explosions in Coal Mines, the book by J.B. and 

W.H. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-668 

21st March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Forrest, the Secretary of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 

wishing to have a copy of the paper discussing  the paper Electric Mining Machinery, which Mr. 

Atkinson had received the previous month. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Stokes asking for a circular about Mr. Stokes' protected motor 

for coal mines and some lines describing it, for incorporation into a planned paper Mr. Atkinson 

wishes to give the Mining Institute. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of John Brown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-669 

21st March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairadam Coal company acknowledging their sinking of a new pit to 

work the Dunfermline Splint seam to be called Helty Pit no.2. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-670 

21st March 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the issues behind a supposed contravention of the Coal Mines Regulation 

act 1887 regarding managers and their supervision of mines (to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State- see NEIMME-JBA-4-671 below). After discussing points 

raised in a 'memorial'(?) with the agents or managers of the Stand, Roughcraig, Gartness, Springwell, 

Airdrie House, Rochsolloch and Rayward collieries he finds no contravention in having certain mines, 

limited in size and depth,  that connect with each other, but are not necessarily in communication 

with each other. A manager in charge of such mines should be 'constantly about them' but need not 

be down each pit every day. Mr. Atkinson notes that a few undermanagers have formed an 

association to raise such matters, but does not see this as a dangerous extension of influence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-671 



21st March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a report on, and the papers he was sent, concerning an alleged 

contravention of the Coal Mines Regulation act at collieries in Airdrie. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-670 

above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-672 

23rd March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairadam Coal company advising the company to appoint Robert 

Love as the manager of their colliery within 14 days, as section 20(3) of the Act only allows a colliery 

to be without a manager for that amount of time. Mr. Atkinson does add, however, that if there 

should be an additional few days before Mr. Love can take office, the colliery might still be protected 

under section 20 (3) (a). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-673 

23rd March/26th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking that he has progressed to the point of 

nearly completing the first ten years of his explosion information, though professes he feels no need 

to hurry the process and encloses 8 years worth. Mr. Atkinson asks 'Bill' to draft out a table as a 

continuation of the lists already drawn up so there is no possibility of overlap, focusing on the 

influence of dust. Despite a large number of explosions being caused exclusively from gas, Mr. 

Atkinson resolves that a few may be important in showing how a large gas explosion behaves. Mr. 

Atkinson also reports on a Nitehill/Hitshill (?) question whereby pit boys used to produce miniature 

explosions by placing a lamp on a floor covered in dust, dropping a quantity of said dust so that a 

fine cloud was carried by wind to the flame. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-658,2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Advanced Coal company, dated 26th March, advising them to 

send their application for exemption from using powder in cartridges under General Rule 12 of the 

Coal Mines act direct to the Secretary of State with a note as to whether the mines in question are 

subject to fire-damp or are dry and dusty. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-674 

26th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a new copy of the mislaid plans of the abandoned workings of 



Springrigg colliery obtained for £2 and 2 shillings (see NEIMME-JBA-4-631 etc.) and the no.12 coal 

mines form and the particulars relating to the plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-675 

26th March 1891 

Plan of abandoned mine at Springrigg colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-674 above), signed by J.B. 

Atkinson, in which the coal company stopped working the smithy, the Laigh and the furnace coal 

seam on the 10th July, the 22nd April and the 23rd July of 1890 respectively as the mine was no 

longer workable for profit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-676 

26th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Barrowman proposing an address should he be made President of 

the Mining Institute,and asking if it is possible to print it out before he is appointed should the need 

arise, along with any notes or suggestions that Mr. Barrowman, as a longtime secretary of the 

Institute, might suggest. Mr. Atkinson also enquires as to whether there is a council meeting before 

the next general meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of David Porteous. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder agreeing to Monday 6th April as a suitable date for a 

meeting with the East Scotland Board of Examiners, while having no business to bring before them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-677 

26th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald Russell of Greenfield colliery advising him to seek an 

exemption after being informed their no.1 and 2 pits in the splint coal seams are now cut off by 

water and asking to work their no.1 pit splint coal with 13 men in each shift, since without one Mr. 

Atkinson advises they are not within the law. He further remarks that section 17 (2) (a) and 17 (3) (b) 

of the Coal Mines Regulation act may be useful in attempting such an exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.G. Moore acknowledging receipt of  a copy of the plan for 

Springrigg colliery and enclosing £2 and 2 shillings payment (see NEIMME-JBA-4-675 etc.) 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-678 

26th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson acknowledging Lewis Shearer, (being made?) 

under-manager of Westcraigs colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Prentice advising him of  a visit the next day, arriving at 

Clarkston station to enquire into a fire-damp explosion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-679 

27th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report 

on the death of Thomas Pritchard. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death 

of Peter Stewart. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the 

death of Robert McEwan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-680 

27th March 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Drummond, solicitor, asking to appoint him as his agent in the case 

against the Armiston colliery for attempting to divide their colliery in two. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-665, 

1st letter etc.) He advises Mr. Drummond that the colliery have appointed G. Landle as their 

arbitrator, the Secretary of State appointed Ralph Moore and Sheriff Rutherford has been appointed 

as umpire. A sitting has been proposed for the 3rd April, and Mr. Atkinson proposes a meeting on 

the 30th at Mr. Drummond's office in Edinburgh to explain the case fully if he agrees to take it on. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Ormiston Station colliery returning a number of 

transactions from the Colliery Managers Association and asking a number of questions about a 

proposed method of hauling by electricity- whether by a stationary electric engine with ropes, a 

locomotive by storage or a locomotive getting its supply by a rail underneath or a wire overhead as 

the current is taken along the road. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-681 

28th March/ 30th March 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to inspect the ventilation at Climpy colliery 

after complaints. Mr. Atkinson comments that on his last visit the report books were badly kept, but 

there did not seem to be much problem with the ventilation. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gracie, miner, informing him that his ventilation complaints 

at Climpy will be looked into by Mr. McLaren (see above) and that no-one will be informed that he 

was the complainant. Mr. Atkinson also advises that his complaint would be improved if he said in 

which district of the pit the air seemed worst. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Drummond, solicitor, informing him that a Mr.Moose(?) has 

suggested that the first meeting concerning the Armiston colliery arbitration will be held on Monday 

1st April at 2:00 to be confirmed officially by the clerk. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-680, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-682 

30th March 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson informing that he will probably called as a witness in the 

Armiston colliery arbitration and the first meeting will probably be in Edinburgh on the next 

Thursday but will only be a preliminary affair according to Mr. Atkinson promising more information 

when he knows for sure. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-681, 3rd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-683-684-685-686 

30th March 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the Armiston colliery arbitration. Mr. Atkinson professes that there are 

cases where collieries are divided into two and worked by two managers with ventilation used on 

separate sections but this is rare, most often one manager being sufficient in such cases. The Home 

Office, Mr. Atkinson confesses, did not understand his point that two mines cannot be 

conventionally separated if they are connected underground and the more pressing problem of 

ventilation, whereby two managers could work at cross purposes to each other. In the case of 

Armiston colliery, the upcast shaft, the fan and the common airways could be seriously affected by 

one or other of the proposed two managers taking actions separate from each other. Mr. Atkinson 

believes that Mr. Clark is the real manager of the Armiston colliery, and could quite probably 

arbitrate the ventilation needs of the divided colliery successfully, but the precedent is one that Mr. 

Atkinson believes is dangerous. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-681, 3rd letter etc.) 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-687 

1st April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, on the subject of the 

death of James Borman, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the accident and setting out Special Rule 

81 and especially regards the control of hutches where benchers, hangers-on or other persons 

employed in connection with engines shall prevent anyone from  travelling where the moving of 

hutches could prove a danger. On this occasion, Mr. Atkinson considers a Mr. Webster culpable in 

setting the hutches in motion without receiving the proper signal and if he was found not to be 

attending properly to the signals then proceedings should be begun against him, remarking on a 

similar incident in Fife where a charge of culpable homicide was begun but not sustained by a Mr. 

Newton. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.B. Walker recommending his brother Fred for a place (with Mr. 

Walker's company?), citing his work as manager at the Ellenborough colliery in Cumberland and 

assuring Mr. Walker he would not be disappointed in his services. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-688 

1st April 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson telling him of his letter of recommendation to Mr. 

Walker (see NEIMME-JBA-4-687 above) and assuring him that he has been looking for possible 

positions for him, but has found none that are commensurate with his abilities. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, finding William Wetherspoon ineligible for an 

undermanager's certificate since only an oversman who has been in full charge for 4 months within 

5 years prior to the act and not acting at the date of the passing of the act qualifies. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to G. Barrowman enclosing a copy of the paper he proposes to read 

before the Institute (see NEIMME-JBA-4-676, 1st letter), asking for any suggestions Mr. Barrowman 

might have and to be sent 2 proofs of the paper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-689 

1st April/2nd April 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson asking him to change his table of 

explosions because they are far too bulky while sending him the last two years of his first decade 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-673, 1st letter etc.). Mr. Atkinson remarks that he is just beginning his second 

decade and promises to return the table and his years in the next day or two, while disagreeing that 

the Edmunds main explosion was entirely caused by gas. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren,dated 2nd April, asking him to investigate an enclosed 

complaint, prepare a letter for Mr.Atkinson to sign to the owners of Climpy colliery about the 

defects Mr. McLaren observed  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-681,1st and 2nd letter) and visit Gilmerton 

colliery again to observe whether (Mr?) Burt is neglecting the boring rule and needs a letter to be 

sent to the owners of the colliery about it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-690 

2nd April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Counsilloch Coal company acknowledging John McKenzie (being made) 

manager of Counsilloch colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-691 

2nd April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Lawrigg Coal company acknowledging Andrew Hunter (being made) 

manager of Bridgehouse colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-692 

2nd April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, informing him of the 

results of the first preliminary meeting regarding the Armiston colliery division dispute in which the 

umpire Sheriff Hamilton agreed that parts of a mine where the ventilation is common could be held 

to be worked separately despite the argument made on Mr. Matthews' behalf that since the mine 

consisted of two downcast shafts and one upcast shaft and had common ventilation it could not be 

thought of as doing so.(see NEIMME-JBA-4-683-686 passim. etc.) Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Matthews 

for his opinion on this and if he has any idea under what circumstances parts of a mine could be 

thought of as not being worked separately. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-693 

3rd April 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to David Neilson, coal merchant, acknowledging the re-opening of the 

Dewark (?) coal mine and enclosing something left unnamed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-694 

3rd April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson asking for a meeting to talk over the Armiston 

arbitration case. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-692 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

fatal accident to James Rogerson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-695-696 

No date (3rd April 1891?) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the Armiston colliery arbitration (to W.Drummond-see NEIMME-JBA-4-

697, 2nd letter below). Mr. Atkinson sets out his case that the manager of a mine is the most 

important and responsible person, since he not only, as section 75 points out, is in charge of all 

affairs above and below ground, he is also often the only man with any technical knowledge of 

mining. The arbitrator for the colliery Dr. Landale, in Mr. Atkinsons' opinion, in believing that a 

manager can be reduced to being in charge of only underground work, has made a manager into an 

oversman. Mr. Atkinson can think of no case where managers have mines dependant on one upeast 

shaft for their ventilation like the proposed Armiston mine except Ross colliery which has two seams 

owned by two different companies. In the case of an explosion which did not include the upcast 

shaft, Mr. Atkinson can see that if it was caused by a fan being stopped by one of the two proposed 

managers the responsibility would be almost impossible to gauge- the one who stopped the fan 

would not be liable in the part the explosion happened while the second could not be blamed for 

lack of ventilation if he did not order the fan stopped. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-694 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-697 

3rd April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-695-696. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Drummond enclosing a few notes on the Armiston colliery 

arbitration (see NEIMME-JBA-4-695-697,1st letter passim. etc.) Mr. Atkinson also encloses an 1889 

report with a list of mines and cases where a manager has a large number of men under his control, 



and tells Mr. Drummond he has asked the Home Office to clarify the meaning of the words worked 

separately. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-698 

4th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company on the subject of 

Forkneuk Oil shale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company acknowledging 

receipt of copies of the proposed Special Rules at Forkneuk colliery and promising to return one 

once the rules become established. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-699 

2nd April/ 4th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to (?) Climpy Coal company referring to the ventilation 

problems Mr. McLaren has found at the no.3 Climpy colliery mining for Harris coal and hoping these 

problems will receive the immediate attention of the company. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-689, 2nd letter 

etc.)The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Drummond enclosing a copy of Instructions to Inspectors of 

Mines and advising him on the implications and rules regarding the division of mines and differing 

managers. Mr. Atkinson again points out that the division is only allowable when the safety of each 

part is fully under the control of the manager of that part which Mr. Atkinson argues is not the case 

at Armiston. (see NEIMME-JBA-697, etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-700 

4th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson again making clear his objection to the division of 

Armiston colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-699, 2nd letter above etc.) As the ventilation is common as 

regards the upcast shaft and some of the currents of the workings of the two downcast shafts join 

before reaching the upcast, while the two downcast shafts are the common 2nd outlet for each, he 

cannot see how they can be worked separately, despite being overruled by the umpire of the case. 

Mr. Atkinson also mentions his family and his golf game. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing that the Avonhead Coal company should 

be allowed to be exempt from the use of powder in cartridges since their collieries are free from coal 

dust and firedamp, so much so in the case of the latter that naked lights are ordinarily used within 

them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-701 

5th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to G.B. Walker agreeing that Mr. Walker and his wife are welcome to visit 

at any time and professing that he has no problem if a Mr. James Clarke of Annbank collieries were 

to come with him despite not having met the man since the colliery lies out of his district. Mr. 

Atkinson mentions another James Clarke who is planning to haul coal underground using an 

electrical locomotive at Ormiston colliery and congratulates Mr. Walker on his visit to the other side 

of the world. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-702 

6th April/ 7th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson arguing that there is probably no way of 

determining whether water was used in connection with the shot at Apedale and concluding that it 

probably wasn't. On the subject of the coal dust explosions list, (see NEIMME-JBA-4-689, 1st letter 

etc.), Mr. Atkinson proposes placing all the years on the same sized sheet and marking the 

explosions in pencil on separate copies. He also suggests that 'Bill' has not differentiated sufficiently 

between explosions in which coal dust may have played a part and those where it probably played 

the most important part. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 7th April, expressing no objection to Mr. 

McLaren's plans to visit Devon colliery on the next Thursday and visiting somewhere else in the 

district the next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-703 

8th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson, agreeing that he would probably be able to attend a hearing 

at Westminster on the 17th April and give evidence in a certain matter, and adding in a postscript 

that he will be attending anyway as his brother has informed him that the inquest on the men killed 

at Apedale colliery explosion will be held the same day. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Gardner, sheriff, asking that the hearing for the Armiston 

reference be held on days other than the 16th,17th and 18th April when Mr. Atkinson will be giving 

evidence in London before the Royal Commission on the subject of explosions in mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-704 

8th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking that he will finish the last 10 

years of his explosion table in a day or two, enclosing 'Bill's years with the letter. Mr. Atkinson adds 

that he will be providing no abstract for the recent large explosions.  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-702, 1st 

letter etc.)There is so much information on the large explosions of the last 10 years, he argues, they 

could be fully described. Mr. Atkinson also argues that the Edmunds Main explosion was probably at 

least exacerbated by a dusty atmosphere, and that the coal hopper explosion at Branspeth is 

probably the closest Great Britain has come to an explosion caused by an open light igniting dust 

underground. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he will be attending the Dust commission and returns 

2 copies of the British Mining Student. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-705 

8th April 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J and J. Barrie remarking that the accident to John Ford was not within 

the scope of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 and was not investigated by Mr. Atkinson for 

that reason. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a copy of the 

Garnock colliery Special Rules as requested. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson ( to R. Wilson-see above), a statement certifying that the copy of the 

Special Rules of Garnock colliery provided is a true one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-706 

9th April 1891  

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Roy of Liurigg Coal company acknowledging that the company has 

taken charge of the nos 5,6 and 7 pits of the Legbrannock district collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-707 



Date unknown (9th April 1891?) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-708 below) on the fatal 

accident to Robert Wallace, a contractor for driving a stone mine. Wallace, Mr. Atkinson reports, was 

injured by a fall of stone in the split coal seam of Merryton colliery on the 24th March 1891, dying 

nine days later in hospital. After visiting the scene two days after the accident, Mr. Atkinson 

criticised the roadsman John Dougall for not examining the safety of the roof and sides of the place 

before Mr. Wallace started work and for not marking the area to signify the day of the month as 

required by Special Rule 35, both of which he was required to do to take over the duties of the 

absent ordinary foreman. The accident occurred shortly after 7 in the morning and the deceased's 

partner found the 28 year old lying injured shortly afterward. Mr. Atkinson concludes he was 

probably examining the face when the fall occurred and that timber which could have shored up the 

wall had Mr. Wallace seen any danger was lying close by. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-708 

9th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-707. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

fatal accident to Robert Wallace (see NEIMME-JBA-4-707 above) and a report on the fatal accident 

to John Watson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-709 below). Mr. Atkinson also acknowledges receipt of a letter 

concerning the death of James Rogerson and encloses the deceased's birth certificate which was 

included within it. Mr. Atkinson concludes by promising to enquire more into this matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-709-710 

Date unknown (9th April 1891?) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-4-708 above) on the fatal 

accident to John Watson, an assistant pitheadman. Watson, Mr. Atkinson reports, was instantly 

killed when he fell from a cage near the surface of the no.2 pit at Garnock colliery to the bottom of 

the shaft on the 2nd April 1891. After visiting the scene of the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson 

confesses he cannot understand how the fall took place, unless the deceased caught his foot against 

the guard and stumbled as he tried placing a sleeper on the bottom of the cage to cover a hole. 

James Muir, who was working with the deceased at the time (about 11.45 in the morning) reported 

that he heard a cry as he was engaged in bringing forward the rails and saw Mr. Watson's feet as he 

looked down into the shaft. A bottomer working on the Ell coal reported hearing a noise and saw the 

deceased strike and carry away the scaffold while under the impression that a hutch had fallen. Mr. 

Atkinson provides a sketch of the south side cage where the incident occurred. He concludes by 

remarking that he can find no way in which the accident could be seen to have been caused by a 

neglect of the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-711 

9th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that he has been called before a commission on the 17th April to 

talk about coal dust, and asking for permission to see his brother W.H. Atkinson on his way to 

London to confer about a number of explosions they have been preparing for a Mr. Lushington. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-704 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-712 

10th April/11th April/12th April 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir assuring him that his concerns about the ventilation at the 

Little Raith colliery will be looked into. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, dated 11th April, enclosing a further 

report on the death of James Rogerson, while doubting that any case against the manager could be 

brought as he would be covered by section 64 of the Act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the manager of the Hotel Metropole, dated 12th April, asking for a 

reservation at the hotel for Thursday the 16th and possibly Friday the 17th April also. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-713 

11th April/12th April/14th April 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson, secretary of the Coal-Dust Commission, agreeing to attend 

the Commission on the 17th April at 12 noon, while promising to send a precis of his evidence in a 

day or two. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-711 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 12th April, informing him that he will be 

attending the Commission and that he will come to his place on the Wednesday beforehand if that is 

convenient to discuss the matter. He confirms that he has pencilled in the last decade of the 

explosions and has finished the abstracting in rough and will add to it and bring it to the meeting, 

while asking his brother to write out a precis of evidence. (see above etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Weir, dated 14th April, assuring him that the question of the supply 

of prop wood at the Little Raith colliery will be looked into. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-714 

14th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Bell expressing sympathy for the death of a Mr. Willis and 

apologising that he will not be able to attend his funeral. He also says that the possibility of returning 

to the North is dependent on consulting with his wife and difficulties with his house which he has 

until the next year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him to investigate a blasting incident at 

Armadale which has been reported in the papers but as of yet  Mr. Atkinson has not been informed 

of by the colliery itself. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-715 

14th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that he has managed to include all 

40 years of explosions on one sheet and has written abstracts for them all except Mossfields which 

he asks 'Bill' to do.  He promises to look at the years 'Bill' has done and remarks on a report by the 

French Commission that seems to suggest that nitroglycerine compounds will ignite coal dust 

without the presence of fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson concludes by mentioning the death of Mr. Willis 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-714, 1st letter above) and his enclosing a copy of the paper containing his 

evidence to the commission. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-713, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson, enclosing notes of evidence and promising to bring a list 

of explosions since 1851 to the Royal Commission on Coal Dust. (see above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-716 

15th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be considered as the replacement to Mr. Willis (see NEIMME-JBA-4-715, 

1st letter above etc.) in the Newcastle-upon -Tyne district, citing his previous desire to be considered 

for any vacancy in that area (see NEIMME-JBA-4-502) and his experience acting as inspector assisting 

in the Newcastle- on-Tyne area for 16 years prior to his promotion to the head of a district. Mr. 

Atkinson also asks that if he should be accepted for the job that removal expenses will be covered 

for him. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-717 

19th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, reporting of his experience before the 

Commission on Coal Dust, remarking that he gave evidence for about 2 hours. Mr. Atkinson remarks 

that the experience would probably have been improved had he had his precis close by, and advises 

'Bill' to do so when he gives evidence. Although the commission admitted that if the figures they 

gave were true it was a very serious matter, the publishing of the tables was by no means certain, 

since the secretary said there was a possibility the treasury would object. The problems of proving 

coal dust as a cause where gas may have been involved as in Hall's experiments  was also brought 

up, and experiments involving tunnels were also surprising to the panel.  Mr. Dixon talked about 

possible cases where dusty roads had not been traversed by an explosion, while Mr. Atkinson said 

such cases were probably caused by the stoney nature of the dust involved. Other instances 

whereby explosions leapt over wet ground were discussed. A Mr. Lear inquired about altofts and the 

firing of shots while a Mr. Galloway suggested testing in a 200-yard tunnel. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-715 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-718 

18th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Udston Coal company acknowledging their opening up of a crosscut 

mine from the main coal seam at their no.1 pit to mine Tyotshaw coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-719 

18th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar coal company concerning William Johnstone (being made) 

manager of the Callendar colliery in the room of the late Mr. McBeth. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-720 

18th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Deans and Moore on the subject of Wallyford coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-721 

18th April 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Rowley Lex Long on the subject of Little Drumgray coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-722 

18th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him if he can find anybody willing to back up his 

story about boys at the Hitshill colliery producing miniature explosions by allowing clouds of dust to 

be carried over the flame of a lamp after mentioning it to the Coal Dust Commission and whether he 

can prepare a memo on the subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-673, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him that he has no objections to Mr. McLaren 

visiting Dedon to procure information on a boring machine for a paper. Mr. Atkinson proposes that 

he will also mention it in his forthcoming address. Mr. Atkinson also mentions the deaths of Mr. 

Willis and a Mr. Randall, as well as mentioning that a Mr. Hedley has been given the vacant 

Inspectorship of Mr. Willis's district. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-724 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-723 

18th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid agreeing with a definition that has been put 

forward, and reiterating that a division is not possible in the Armiston arbitration. Mr. Atkinson 

refers to a plan of the mine which shows where the ventilation of the Gore and Emily mines mix 

which he encloses, and also a Home Office letter that seems to have accepted the division which Mr. 

Atkinson wishes the recipients to help overturn. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-700, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding the application for exemption from 

section 16 under section 18(3)(a) of the Coal Mines act by the no.1 pit at Brownlee colliery in the 

splint coal seam. Mr. Atkinson accepts the application on condition that no more than 20 people are 

employed in the splint coal seam while there is no second outlet, there is no fire used for ventilating 

or any other purpose and the exemption expires on 31st July 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-724 

19th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley congratulating him on getting the Inspectorship of the 

Newcastle area after the death of his old chief (Mr. Willis). Mr. Atkinson continues that since he has 

no outward connection with the area he might want to swap places with himself since he has been 



asking to be reassigned to the North East of England and is having trouble with his house, which he is 

willing to throw in with the deal. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-716 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-725 

18th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police reports 

on the accidents to D. Sweeney at Broxburn, J. Bathel and another at Holmes mine and J. Murray at 

Broxburn. Mr. Atkinson also provides Mr. McLaren's verdicts on the first two cases- that nobody is to 

blame in the Sweeney accident and that the two involved at Holmes only have themselves to blame 

for not taking 'Gracie's' advice. In the case of Mr. Murray, the accident was not reported to him and 

does not appear to be within the scope of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-726 

20th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, remarking on his observations on the Mining Accidents Insurance (Scotland) bill 

which he has provided with the enclosed bill itself. He provides no comment on the necessary nature 

of the bill, except to say that he sees no reason why mining should be singled out for a general 

system of compulsory insurance. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-727 

21st April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Hermand Oil company acknowledging the appointment of James 

Dunn and Robert Dickson as the undermanagers of the no.1 pit and no.4 pit at Breich respectively. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death 

of John Anderson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-728 

21st April 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to T. Niven thanking him for his letter concerning Hurlet coal and telling 

him that he has accepted his offer and will have a run out with him to Baljaferray (?) one day and 

write further on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson acknowledging receipt of his last letter and 

promising to help all he can, enclosing a cutting from the Glasgow Herald and expressing doubt on 

whether he will be returning to Newcastle having heard nothing from the Home Office and being 

informed that several had been interviewed for the last vacant assistant Inspectorship. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-724 etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Nimmo and sons of Balquhatstone colliery informing 

him that he will be visiting Slamannan the next day to make enquiry (into a matter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-729 

22nd April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Martin of Niddrie collieries acknowledging the appointment of 

William Hamilton as the undermanager of the nos.10 and 12 pits at Niddrie and Mr. James Moffat as 

the undermanager of the nos. 11, 13 and 15 pits at Niddrie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-730 

22nd April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson providing a sketch of a horizontal stone mine 

crossing and remarking on his attempts to relocate back to Newcastle, explaining that Mr. 

Lushington had advised him to put his hat in the ring after the promotion of Mr. Hedley but having 

since heard nothing. Mr. Atkinson also tells 'Bill' that he provided proof sheets of his address in the 

wrong order and mixed up subjects, and asks for a copy of the Apedale inquest. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing Mr. 

McLaren's report on the accident to Alex Brown and returning police information on the same, while 

promising to look into the question of the thermometer and its position. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-731 

22nd April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Wester Crosshill Coal company informing them of their 

contraventions of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887- not reporting an accident  at their colliery 



causing serious personal injury to a John Oswald, contravening section 35 (1) (2); failing to give 

notice of the reopening of the mine within two months of the commencement of operations, 

contravening section 36 (3); providing no written and signed reports, contravening section 49 rules 4 

and 5; not posting copies of the abstract of the Coal Mines act and Special Rules at the mine, 

contravening section 57 (1) and not fencing in the winding and pumping engines as required by 

General Rule 31 section 49- and asking the company to report to him on the solving of these 

problems. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore passing on Mr. Drummond's message to not fix an 

arbitration meeting until he deems it wise and informing him of Mr. Drummond's current stay in 

London. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-732 

23rd April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson informing him of the Home Secretary's desire to 

produce a list of miner's unions in his district and the names and addresses of their registered 

secretaries, and asking for his help in compiling it. Mr. Atkinson also informs Mr. Robertson that the 

list should include enginekeepers unions, and provides a blank form with headings County, Name of 

Union, Name and address of secretary or agent and How Registered that he hopes Mr. Robertson 

will fill in. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-733 

24th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thompson of Calder Iron works about the company's plans to 

work the same Virtuewell coal seam for their no.2 pit as that for their no.4 pit at Beuhar. Mr. 

Atkinson refers Mr. Thompson to the act when questioned whether sending a plan or notice of 

abandonment is necessary when the same seam is to be used for an adjoining pit. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that the plan is necessary for posterity to provide information when all other records are 

lost, and returns the plan of the No.4 pit at Beuhar to be sent to the Home Secretary suggesting that 

the North Line should be described and a building or surface mark added to enable the position of 

the pit to be discernable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-734 

24th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking permission to publish an enclosed presidential address in the Transactions 



of the Mining Institute of Scotland, saying that there is nothing in the address that could offend mine 

owners or miners. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-735 

25th April 1891 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on an 

explosion of gunpowder at Springbank colliery on the 5th April. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,remarking that he does not 

believe any proceedings are called for in the case of the death of Robert Wallace with the slight 

irregularity he reported having no direct bearing on the accident. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-707) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Walker of Springwell colliery reporting on an accident 

that caused injury to two men (see NEIMME-JBA-744-747 passim. below) by an explosion of fire-

damp and a visit arranged for the next Monday at the colliery.  

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding Cuttlehill colliery's application for an 

extension of an exemption from having two shafts owing to a dislocation in the strata having been 

met. Mr. Atkinson grants the extension with the same provisions as before, but notes that the paper 

used on the application is for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges rather than the 

proper one used for shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-736 

26th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, remarking that he finds the verdict of the Apedale 

case very unsatisfactory as he finds the jury's verdict that the explosion was not caused by dust 

implausible, since he finds it the only probable medium for the explosion, arguing that a mine may 

still be dusty enough to cause an explosion, despite not being thought of as a dusty mine. In Mr. 

Atkinson's opinion a prosecution should be brought. Mr. Atkinson also mentions he has still not 

heard anything about a proposed return to Northumberland. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-730 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone enclosing proof of the Annual Report, and asking for a 

corrected list of non-fatal accidents while also enclosing a list he prepared. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-737 

27th April 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Lindsay, enclosing a paper containing information on the 

name and address of the Secretary of the Examining Board and other particulars and informing him 

that the next examination (he inquired about) will take place at the end of May. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-738 

27th April 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the fatal accident to Thomas Binnie (to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-739, 2nd letter below).  Mr. Atkinson reports that the accident occurred between 

11:30am and 1:30 pm on the 21st April 1891 in the Ladygrange seam of the Broadrigg pit in 

Balquhatstone colliery when the 23-year old coal miner was killed by a fall of roof stone. After 

visiting the place of the accident the day after it happened, Mr. Atkinson ascertained that the fall 

had occurred at a place where the roof of the seam which was usually rock had been replaced by a 

'row of blaes' which was in the process of being taken down. He also reveals that the cause of death 

was suffocation, since he was found to be uninjured under the rubble. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the 

responsibility for holding up the roof (which was not found to be shored up as it should have been) 

while the coal was being worked was the miners himself, and considers the later finding that Mr. 

Binnie was subject to taking fits irrelevant to the case.  Taking these factors into account, he believes 

that no action should be taken. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-739 

27th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-738 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on 

the fatal accident to Thomas Binnie (see NEIMME-JBA-4-738 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-740 

28th April 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Graham acknowledging receipt of a paper by W.C. Blackett on coal 

dust and mentioning that he will be writing to the Secretary of the Commission recommending him 

as an expert witness on the subject. Mr. Atkinson also reports on his appearance before the 

Commission where he points out his misgivings that the nature of coal dust as a problem will be 

adequately recognized, or that the conflicting influences of gas and coal dust in specific explosions 

will be adequately differentiated. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-717 etc.)  Mr. Atkinson also mentions the 

theory of a Dalton Brown who believes that earthquakes cause explosions by letting off gas. Mention 

is also made of the boilers that were put in at Veworth (?) colliery just before an explosion, but Mr. 



Atkinson mentions they had not yet been put into use while an 'old friend' Alfred who worked at the 

colliery has not been mentioned (in a report?) and he wonders if he still works there. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes by mentioning a salmon he caught at Loch Tay and his hearing that the oldest coroner in 

England, a Mr. Brown has died. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-741 

28th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson suggesting that he give more consideration to the 

idea that explosions occurring in pits worked with naked lights and extending over large areas are an 

argument in favour of coal dust in his evidence (for the Commission) since passages of a mine 

containing inflammable material along with naked lights is allowed when there is coal dust but not if 

there is gas ( see NEIMME-JBA-4-740 above etc.) Mr Atkinson also remarks that the Brors coal is like 

ordinary coal to look at, and is not lignite and the pit involved was rather dry, rather than dusty 

when he visited a year ago. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren asking him to prepare 6 sheets of foolscap with 

headings similar to those on an enclosed table to send to Miners Union secretaries to fill in and to 

return the list after this was done. 

 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-742 

28th April/ 30th April 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Sampson, Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington acknowledging receipt 

of payment for three copies of Explosions in Coal Mines. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police 

information and enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the accident to Peter Havie. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. McLaren, dated 30th April, asking him to visit 

Springwells no.2 pit and measure the velocity of the air current from the Upper Drumgray to the 

Kiltongue seam where an explosion took place, and also examine the method of ventilating the top 

of the mine to check whether a breach of the 1st General Rule has been made.  Mr. Atkinson also 

mentions that the arrangement made by Mr. Henderson with Mr. McLaren that the latter will take 

(care of) Fife etc. between mid-April and mid-July should be all right. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-743 

30th April 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office Service, to A.D.. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, date 

unknown, on Home Office Service,advising him of his visit  to discuss the Springwells explosion that 

afternoon. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that he has received a 

letter from Mr. Wilson and the papers referenced within it, and asking him whether he would agree 

to only part of the papers being printed. Mr. Atkinson also mentions posting 'Bill's' evidence and 

having heard nothing further about moving. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-736,1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-744-745-746-747 

30th April 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the explosion in Kiltongue colliery on the 24th April 

1891 at about 8pm (seeNEIMME-JBA-4-742,3rd letter) which caused burning to David Newlands and 

Robert Douglas, two miners working in the Kiltongue seam of the colliery's no.2 pit. After examining 

the area of the accident on the 27th and 29th April and providing sketches, Mr. Atkinson concludes 

that a number of breaches of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 took place- The Kiltongue seam at 

the top of the mine was inadequately ventilated, breaching General Rule 1, section 49; no monthly 

measurement of air was made, breaching General Rule 1; no inspection was made of the scene of 

the accident before the injured men's shift began, breaching General Rule 4(1); A contractor for 

getting minerals was appointed to make the inspection required by General Rule 4(1) contravening 

its provisions; the two injured men entered the area without an inspection being made as required 

by the General Rule 4 (1); David Newland's professed inspection of the area was made using an 

unlocked safety lamp contravening General Rule 4(1)  in spite of gas being reported in the area 

several times during the year; No report was made on the state of the area for several days 

previously as required by General Rule 4(1); the gauge safety lamp used had been proved dangerous 

when carried against any air current in an inflammable condition and therefore did not meet the 

standards required by General Rule 9; the safety lamps that were used were not examined and 

locked as required by General Rule 10(1) and there was no working barometer at the pit, 

contravening General Rule 33. Mr. Atkinson thinks that Mr. Newlands and the mine's manager W. H. 

Walker should be prosecuted.  He holds Mr. Newlands responsible for not inspecting the place 

before the opening of the pit and for the safety lamp breaches, while he holds Mr. Walker culpable 

for the other contraventions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-748 

1st May/ 3rd May 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing 

Mr. McLaren's report on the accident to William Hannah and professing to agree with his remarks 

about prosecuting the injured man. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.H. Hedley telling him that he has withdrawn his 

application to be considered for a move to Newcastle, citing the problems of expense and his liking 

for the area he now works in. He reports that he was asked whether he still wished to be transferred 

on the previous Friday and had said no. Mr. Atkinson continues that he would like Mr. Hedley and 

his family to visit, promising that the next time he and his family are in Newcastle they will look him 

up and offering assistance regarding his move if he desires it. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-743, 2nd letter 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-749 

2nd May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid regarding the Armiston reference again referring 

to the dangers of dividing the colliery into two with two different managers as regards the 

ventilation, where either manager might make a decision detrimentally affecting the other, with 

neither being able to be found culpable under the law. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-723 etc.) Mr. Atkinson 

also remarks that he has written to a Mr. Moore suggesting another meeting is necessary before 

Friday the 8th of May. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow)to the Blairadam coal company suggesting that in order to 

gain an exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges in their no.1 Kilty pit they will have to 

apply first directly to the Secretary of State who will then send it to him for consideration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-750 

2nd May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. King of Darngavil coal company acknowledging the abandonment of 

the Virtuewell seam at the no.13 pit at Darngavil and advising the company to send the tracing direct 

to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-751 

2nd May 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thompson of the Calder Iron Works acknowledging the 

abandoning by William Dixon Ltd. of the Sluty (?) band ironstone in their no. 13 pit at Fauldhouse. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-752 

2nd May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be allowed to withdraw his application for transferrence to the district 

of the late Mr. Willis as he had previously discussed with Mr. Lushington. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-748, 

2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore saying that another meeting will be required on the 

matter of the Armiston reference with any day suiting Mr. Atkinson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-749 etc.) 

and that Mr. Drummond will be able to attend any day also if he is told far enough in advance to 

avoid fixing engagements. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-753 

3rd May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to J. Wilson trying to clarify various pieces of evidence he gave to 

the Coal Dust commission, revealing that he never meant to suggest that a gob-fire might start an 

explosion of coal dust, that he has enclosed a report by H. Johnstone on the alleged miniature coal 

dust explosions at Nitehill colliery which tends to contradict what he had previously been told on the 

subject and that the Chesterfield experiments he was questioned about by William Lewis showed 

coal dust only igniting a minority of times in the absence of gas although dust off props and bars on 

roads in mines did tend to inflame. He refers to I. Longbotham of Barrow colliery on the question of 

coal dust being inflamed by a naked light on the surface or underground. He also suggests the name 

of W.C. Blackett of Kimblesworth colliery as a witness who has given some thought to the matter of 

coal dust in explosions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-754 

5th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Carey Kuyvett of the Home Office returning his annual report with a 

proof giving instructions as to where to place sheets of plates and where to transpose the lists of 

fatal and non-fatal accidents in order. He remarks he has received no proof of the list of mines in the 

district himself. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson apologising for being unable to send evidence 

which he had to return within 6 days and remarking that he confirmed the receipt of papers that 

(the commission?) were not going to print. Mr. Atkinson argues that the Commission were taking 

too narrow a view of the problems of coal dust which he believes to be more of a problem than fire-

damp. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-741, 1st letter etc.)  He also explains that he was not returning to 

Newcastle because of the expense and the fact that they would not have 'allowed anything'. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-748 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-755 

5th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir advising that the miners involved in the Blairadam weighing 

dispute attempt to sue the company for the amount of wages they believe has been kept from 

them. He also asks Mr. Weir to provide information on a form regarding the Fifeshire and 

Clackmannan unions,  whether the oil shale miners at Barntisland are in the Fifeshire union and 

whether the enginekeepers in Fife and Clackmannan are in the Enginekeepers Association. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-756 

6th May/7th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a proof copy of Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom corrected as 

far as Mr. Atkinson's district is concerned. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Moore, dated 7th May, informing him that the further 

hearing regarding the Armiston reference will have to be postponed until June. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

752, 2nd letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson continues that the next week won't suit him so the time should be 

extended to the end of June referring to section 47(9) of the Coal Mines Act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-757 

7th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Barrowman returning corrected proofs and enclosing 

a cutting from the Glasgow Herald. He mentions that a description of 'the process' might be needed 

and asks Mr. Barrowman to write and ask about the subject. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson asking him to fill in an enclosed form about the miner's 

union he represents with details about which counties are represented and what class of miners 

while also asking if the engine keepers are represented by a union to make up a return for the Home 

Office. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson acknowledging the receipt of a letter with tables which he 

has corrected and sent on to his brother to check and promises that his brother will either send 

them back or return them when they meet on the 12th May. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-758 

7th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft on the subject of oxygen resuscitation which Mr. 

Atkinson thinks is a subject worthy of further investigation, since he believes that a case where three 

men were suffocated by choke damp the previous year was a case in which the use of oxygen might 

well have led to them surviving and also refers to the case of Drinnen (?) and Weir 'across the water' 

from Mr. Thorneycroft.  He also refers to the Mauricewood accident as an example where oxygen 

may have saved men who died through smoke inhalation. Mr. Atkinson also refers to the Hume 

apparatus which revived coalminers driven through a smoky furnace pit at Killingworth colliery who 

were subsequently revived by the apparatus which gave them oxygen. Mr. Atkinson concludes by 

suggesting that Mr. Thorneycroft should bring the matter before the council. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enclosing (J) Wilson's information (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-757, 3rd letter above) and telling' Bill' that the latter wants it returned at once, while 

reassuring him that he has checked the figures Mr. Wilson supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-759 

8th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H.Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking for the Secretary's permission to take proceedings against W.H. Walker, 

the owner and manager of Springwells' colliery for several breaches of the Coal Mines' Regulation 

act 1887 (se NEIMME-JBA-744-747 passim.)  The breaches against General Rules 1,4,8,9,10 and 33 of 

Section 49 of the act were found to have been committed on the 24th April, the main problem being 

the presence of fire-damp which had neither been reported or an attempt made to remove, which 

caused an explosion leading to the  burning of two miners equipped with inadequate safety lamps. 

The site of the accident had not been checked, an unsuitable contractor was in charge of this  and no 

monthly measurement of ventilation had been taken. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-760 

7th May 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of John Sommerville (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-761, 1st letter below). Mr. Atkinson reports that the 21-year old pitheadman was 

killed when he fell from the surface to the bottom of the Victoria pit at Crofthead colliery at about 

6:10 am on the 2nd May 1891. After reviewing the scene of the accident three days later, Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that the accident was partially due to the removal of a fence that was usually at 

the top of the shaft involved. The planks which were temporarily covering the shaft during the 

sliding of half of the pit were in the process of being removed by Mr. Sommerville, who was being 

employed by Peter Thornton, when, while trying to remove the one plank remaining, he fell down 

the shaft, falling to the level of the Mill coal 60 fathoms below. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the death 

was probably accidental, and no person can be blamed for it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-761 

8th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on 

the death of John Sommerville(see NEIMME-JBA-4-760 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Gibson of Pentland Mines acknowledging that the no.8 mine 

(at Pentlands?) was to be reopened. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-762 

8th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Nimmo of Kinniel colliery acknowledging the 

recommencement of work at the Panot coal seam in their Schoolyard pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to Drummond and Reid suggesting that a meeting in 

regards to the Armiston reference will have to be rearranged from next week if Mr. Moore's letter is 

true that it may be set for that time, since, upon hearing that the Sheriff could not attend such a 

meeting until June Mr. Atkinson has arranged to be away. He remarks that any time apart from the 

next week would be fine for him. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-752, 2nd letter etc). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-763 

9th May 1891 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow advising him that if he sends his application for exemption 

from using gunpowder in cartridges direct to the Secretary of State the matter will be referred back 

to him and the wish would probably be granted. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McD.Thompson of Little Raith colliery suggesting that Mr. 

Thompson ask the procurator fiscal  to prosecute since Sheriff Birnie had designated that the use of 

an iron stemmer tipper with copper was not in accordance with the act and necessary steps must be 

taken to prevent it 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull advising against appointing any one other than a first 

class manager for the Castle Hill managership since he would not be able to allow it, section 20(3) (6) 

would not allow a second class manager to be appointed and there is plenty of first class managers 

available for the post. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-764 

9th May/ 10th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson enclosing corrected tables. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to McWhirter, Ferguson and company apologising for being unable to 

accept their invitation to see their electrical mining machinery due to his absence during the next 

week and hoping to rearrange a visit for the week after. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone advising him to visit his office from Tuesday to Friday at 

night to pick up letters due to his being away, informing him that he will leave envelopes and other 

materials in tin boxes while his room is cleaned and papered. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-765 

9th May 1891 

Report on the death of Peter Middleton or Hunter by J.B. Atkinson, (for J. Tennant, procurator fiscal-

see NEIMME-JBA-4-766, 1st letter below) who visited the scene a day later. The 15 year old horse 

driver was crushed by a fall of side stone while in a hutch in the no.3 pit at Wilsontown colliery on 

the 5th May 1891 and died within 20 minutes of the accident. Despite the recent enlarging of the 

stable close by and the using of shot, Mr. Atkinson concludes, with the use of drawings of the scene, 

that no one can be blamed for the 'mishap' given the evidence of the brusher Matthew Mackay and 

the fireman of the pit who had both passed by the site of the accident on the day and had observed 

no problem. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-766 

9th May / 16th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of 

Peter Middleton or Hunter (see NEIMME-JBA-4-765 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Campbell, manager of Brora colliery arranging a visit to the 

colliery on the 12th May and  remarking that he wishes to go down their pit on that day. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 16th May, allowing the collieries at 

Wellsgreen and Durie to be exempt from using gunpowder in cartridges since their mines are in Mr. 

Atkinson's opinion free from dangerous amounts of fire-damp or coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-767 

16th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull again remarking that despite a possibility of the Coal 

Miner's Act being less rigidly applied than normal in the case of the Castlehill managership he has no 

power to grant an exemption. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-763, 3rd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, returning the 

complaint against Thomas Campbell and certifying a copy of the Special Rules. The breach he 

considers to be that of Section 49 General Rule 12(d) and a conviction with normal punishment 

should suffice. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson ( to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal-see previous letter above) 

certifying a copy of the Special Rules established under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 for 

Little Raith from the Lochgally iron and Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-768 

16th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report by 

Mr. McLaren on the accident to Robert Allan and returning police information on the affair, and 

asking for Mr. Henderson's opinion on the views of a Mr. Landers regarding the giving of information 

to police about accidents. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.Reid, Sons and company forwarding them one copy of Explosions 

in Coal Mines, the book written by J.B. and W.H. Atkinson. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir ensuring his attention to the weighing dispute at the 

Lindsay pit at Keltty colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-769 

16th May/17th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson enclosing a table with further corrections. (see NEIMME-JBA-

4-753,757(2nd letter),764 etc) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore, dated 17th May, asking for confirmation as to the date 

of the Armiston meeting and apologising for not bringing up the question of coal dust, while 

commiserating with him about his attack of influenza. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-770 

16th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company on the subject of 

Forkneuk oil shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-771 

16th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Whitelaw of the Clydesdale and Muirhouse colliery affirming the 

appointment of James Miller as the colliery's manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-772 

16th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Prentice replying to the enquiry made to Mr. McLaren about a 

plan made for old workings in the dumet shale which Mr. Prentice's no.26 mine at Addiewell is 

approaching. Mr. Atkinson forwards a list of abandoned mines lodged at the Home Office and 

suggests that a plan referred to on page 56 may be the one they are looking for and if so, he will 

obtain it for them from the Home Office. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Roxburgh of Alloa collieries acknowledging the opening of a 

new pit for the colliery to be called Forthbank. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-773 

16th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Luridge Coal company acknowledging the sale of Mossband colliery 

to Luridge and the appointment of Robert Colquhoun as its new manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-774 

16th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson informing him that he will try to talk to the colliery 

people in Heildarf parish in favour of a Dr. Gunn, confirming that the arbitration meeting will take 

place on Tuesday in Edinburgh and asking for his assistance and asking to see him about the 

correspondence about P.F.s (procurator fiscals?) objecting to report to 'us' (fellow inspectors of 

mines) about prosecutions, suggesting that if they did not, reports on accidents could be sent direct 

to the low advocate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the fatal 

accident to James McGinn. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-775 

16th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson disagreeing with the idea that since there are 

dusty pits in which no explosion has occurred, dust alone must not be able to cause an explosion. 

The potential, he argues, is always there, citing Altofts as an example. Mr. Atkinson also mentions a 

meeting with Mr. Lushington in which he showed him an abstract, which he feels he will not have to 

post him as 'they' (the commission?) do not propose to print it. Mr. Atkinson concludes by 

mentioning a visit to Brora colliery, which he does not consider particularly dusty although dip 

workings that they have just abandoned might have been, enclosing some coal from there. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-754,2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to McWhirter, Ferguson and company telling them that the 

machinery they proposed to demonstrate for him next week is also at work at Loganlee colliery so 

Mr. Atkinson proposes to inspect it there. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-776 

18th May 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on what constitutes various duties of a 

manager of a mine and what could be considered separate mines. Mr. Atkinson refers to a (paper? 

ruling?) numbered B 723 over 43 I which would seem to be what he is focusing on. In the case of the 

duties of a manager, Mr. Atkinson does not think it is necessary for them to daily supervise the 

workings of the mines under their control underground, and feels that if this was the case, many 

managers would now be breaking the law. In his opinion, the manager's time is better spent 

supervising his under officials and other matters of importance which he believes makes sure the 

manager spends a large proportion of his time underground in any case. The actual amount of 

inspection to be made by a manager is unspecified by the act, Mr. Atkinson concludes. In the case of 

definition of mines, Mr. Atkinson considers the act to be somewhat vague and that it cannot be 

defined like a ship although in several places the act, in his opinion, assumes it can. He also 

reiterates his view that two pits with a common system of ventilation or with one downcast and one 

upcast pit with no other connections with the surface should be considered one mine (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-762, 2nd letter etc.) while remarking that a sheriff's arbitration (in the Armiston case) has 

remarked that they can be classified as separate and that the Secretary of State had advised him not 

to contest the matter. Mr. Atkinson admits that when a field of coal is worked by several openings 

from the surface the question of separateness is more difficult, and refers to B 723 over 40 which 

says that any set of workings fully equipped with all the necessary legal and physical requirements 

for working constitutes a separate mine with the application of section 16(1) (a) allowing a second 

outlet to belong to another mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-777 

19th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, returning papers related to the reporting of prosecutions under the Coal and 

Metalliferous Mines Regulation acts.  Mr. Atkinson regrets the objections made by procurator fiscals 

to report the results of such prosecutions to Inspectors of Mines and therefore suggests that from 

now on he will send reports on fatal and non-fatal accidents directly to the Lord Advocate instead of 

to them as was his custom beforehand. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Matthews to inform the Lord 

Advocate of the change, if it does not meet with his disapproval. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-778 

19th May 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to G.Tennant enclosing a paper for return which he believes will provide 

him with all the information he will need and urging him to apply as soon as possible 'to be in time'. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enclosing abstracts, confessing not to know 

where a list of explosions in flour mills may be had citing a report by Thomas I. Richards on an 

example of such an accident in Macclesfield and citing (a mine?) that has 84 times more dust than is 

necessary according to a Mr. Galloway (in answer to'Bill's' query?) (see NEIMME-JBA-4-775,1st letter 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-779 

20th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, regarding Mr. McLaren's travel expenses and the possibility of buying season 

tickets for train travel after a query was made about his accounts by the comptroller and the auditor 

general. Mr. Atkinson agrees that the taking out of a season ticket between Glasgow and Uddingston 

and Glasgow and Edinburgh would have made a saving and could also have been used on the 

Caledonian line between Glasgow and Edinburgh but not for the intermediate stations in between. 

Mr. Atkinson continues that he cannot guarantee that taking out a season ticket between Glasgow 

and Uddingston on the North British Railway would result in a saving, and that since Mr. McLaren 

would not be much engaged in the part of the district comprising Edinburgh and the vicinity he does 

not advise a Glasgow to Edinburgh season ticket. Instead, Mr. Atkinson suggests that a one year 

season ticket between Glasgow and Uddingston would be preferable and encloses Mr.McLaren's 

views on the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-780 

19th May/20th May 1891 

The first, dated 20th May, a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-779. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren arranging a 10 o'clock meeting on Wednesday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-781 

19th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, about the inquiry of 

David Speirs. He encloses the police information given by Mr. Henderson and a report by Mr. 

McLaren on the subject, agreeing with his recommendation as to a prosecution. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons acknowledging their sinking of the no.4 pit 

at Whiterigg and the no.4 pit at Brownyside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-782 

23rd May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State enclosing a list of miner's unions corrected as far as his district is concerned and 

the information he has been able to gather on the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-783 

23rd May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company acknowledging that George Sharp 

(was made manager?) of Castle Hill collieries and of Kingshaw Limestone pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-784 

23rd May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson expressing doubts as to Mr. Galloway's 

conclusions as to the flammability of coal dust in relation to his discussion on Abel's paper, 

remarking that he can see nothing wrong with 'Bill's' hygrometrical conclusions and the remarks 

given on  dryness in the atmosphere. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-778, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.G. Anderson remarking on the contraventions of the Coal Mines 

act found by Mr. McLaren at Westcraig's colliery- no daily personal supervision of the mine as 

required by section 21(1), the report on firemen was made and signed by one of their own, William 

Forrest contravening General Rule 4(1) and the place being driven for haulage and the level off it are 

not properly ventilated as required by General Rule 1. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-785 

26th May 1891 

Three letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gardner, sheriff clerk, date unknown, on Home Office Service 

remarking that Mr. drummond, his agent in the Armiston case cannot attend the next day and the 

date must be rearranged. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Drummond, date unknown, on Home Office Service, saying 

that his telegrams have been received and that he has advised the sheriff clerk of the need for 

rearranging the date involved (see above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to I. Ronaldson advising him that the Armiston arbitration 'comes off'on 

Saturday at the Sheriff Court and that he would appreciate him being there, concluding that the case 

should not last long. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-786 

26th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Weir enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the checkweighers' 

complaint at Ketty colliery. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the problems in differentiating between 

hand picked coals and chirls are exacerbated by both sides, the men for not separating the two, the 

coal inspector on the owners behalf for classing a small proportion of the hutches as containing the 

mixed coals to be classed as chirls. He suggests that the existing agreement should be terminated if 

the men can't keep the two classes of coal separate, but sees no deduction in the act. He also praises 

the method of reading off the weight of dross in the 'Billy' for being the fairest on both sides and 

recommends it for weighing coal in the hutches. In a postscript, Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Weir to 

return the report without it being made use of in any way. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that Blairadam colliery's no.1 pit at Kelty 

may be exempted from the use of gunpowder in cartridges since the mine is, in his opinion, free 

from fire-damp or coal dust in dangerous quantity. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-787 

26th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery acknowledging that a shaft is 

about to be sunk at the split coal seam at the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on 

the death of William McKay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-788 

26th May 1891 



Plan of abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, concerning the Hall pit at Shotts owned by Shotts 

iron,  where  the working of pony and bill coal was discontinued on the 10th February 1891 due to 

unprofitability. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-789 

27th May/29th May 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,returning papers 

concerning the accident to Robert Allen. 

The second, dated 29th May, from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, 

Linlithgow,further concerning the accident to Robert Allen (see above). Mr. Atkinson does not think 

that Mr. Lander necessarily should have reported the injury since he believes that the 3 inch cut 

extending to the bone that Mr. Allen received is not in his opinion the serious personal injury that 

the act mentions. The conduct of the police constable involved he considers not to be within his 

remit and offers his belief that constables should enquire into all accidents they hear about since 

their reports when forwarded are very useful and provide an important check on managers' 

behaviour. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-790 

28th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall explaining, as president of the Scottish Mining Institute, the plans 

being put forward for a Summer meeting to look at the Manchester Ship canal and possibly collieries 

in the area, especially those with an electrical plant in operation. Since he believes the canal goes 

through Mr. Hall's district, he asks him for details of the area that might help with the excursion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-791 

29th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company confirming that George Tennant 

(has been appointed) the under-manager of the Castlehill and Hyndshaw pits and of Kingshaw 

limestone pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-792 

29th May 1891 



Plan of abandoned pit signed by J.B. Atkinson, concerning the no. 13 pit at Fauldhouse owned by 

William Dixon Ltd., where the working of Slatyband ironstone was discontinued on the 10th April 

1891 due to unprofitability. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-793 

30th May/1st June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death 

of David Ross. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Kiely Atkinson, Colliery Guardian office, dated 1st June, 

acknowledging receipt of a cheque in payment for 13 copies of Explosions in Coal Mines, the book 

written by himself and his brother W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, and forwarding the said 13 copies. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-794 

30th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majestys' Principal 

Secretary of State, wishing to make it clear whether in Scots law colliers working coal for a fixed 

price per ton and employed directly by the coal master are contractors for getting minerals in the 

mine as specified in section 49 General Rule 4 (1) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-795 

30th May 1891 

Report on the death of David Ross by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-

4-793, 1st letter above). The death of the 65 year old serconman (?) occurred because of a fall from 

a travelling coal cleaning belt on to a loaded wagon and thenceforth to the ground at about 9 o'clock 

on the morning of the 21st May 1891. Mr. Ross died from his injuries a day later. After inspecting the 

area four days after the accident at Bog colliery owned by Hamilton, McCullogh and company, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that the belt involved, which he shows in a sketch, had somehow gone wrong. 

While Mr. Ross, surface fireman James Bryson and the blacksmith Robert Alexander were engaged in 

repairing said belt the side chains were cut and one of the plates was removed.  Mr. Ross was told 

that he was in an unsafe position as he worked on the undersection of the belt and the belt 

subsequently dropped throwing him onto a coal filled truck and then to the ground. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes that the accident was caused by want of caution on Mr. Ross's part. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-796 

30th May 1891 

Report on the death of James Venters by J.B. Atkinson (to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-797, 2nd letter below). The death of the 33 year old colliery(man) occurred because 

of a fall of stone from the roof of a stooping section where he was working at about 9:30 am on the 

26th May 1891. After inspecting the area of the accident two days later at the Dora pit at Little Raith 

colliery owned by Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no-one was to 

blame for the accident since the collapse of the roof made of braes could not have been foreseen. 

The extreme thickness of the stone which fell (4ft.) undoubtedly did not help, although fireman 

James Beattie had inspected the area prior to Mr. Venters and his companion James Baxter 

beginning work in the area at 6 am and could see no danger. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-797 

30th May 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, (Glasgow)receiver unknown, confirming the correction of proofs of the 

list of mines in the East of Scotland and the returning of said proofs to the Home Office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a 

report on the death of James Venters (see NEIMME-JBA-4-796 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, returning a countersigned form (K) and apologising for not 

visiting Dundas Vale due to an arbitration dispute in Edinburgh. Mr. Atkinson also encloses an 

address on mining he delivered, and mentions his lack of success at fishing at Loch Awe. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-798 

30th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John C. Chisholm, secretary of the Armiston Coal company, confirming 

the appointment of Robert Clark as the general manager of, and agent of the mines belonging to, 

the Armiston Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-799 

30th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company confirming that the company has begun 

working a pit to be called Roman Camp no.1 on the farm of Jonning Hill and that a second mine has 

begun to be driven at Crossgreen to be named the no.2 mine.  



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-800 

30th May 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Russell confirming the appointment of Robert Wallace as the under-

manager of the Fairhill colliery in Hamilton. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-801 

1st June/2nd June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to William Considine, advising him not to force him to appear before 

Ford Ordinary to give evidence in the case of the death of James Mulholland since he has not got the 

notice of the accident and the report on the affair was written by his assistant H. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson asking him to visit the Radstock and Forest of 

Dean collieries to further his investigations of their drawing shafts and depths,and also examining 

some of their deeper shafts. He advises contacting Martin about this and asking him to see the 

annual returns of the collieries. By doing this, Mr. Atkinson believes that 'Bill' wil get a better idea of 

the scope of the enquiry needed. Mr. Atkinson also suggests asking the commissioners for 

information on the sources for their knowledge of the dustiness of their mines, and finding out more 

from an informant particularly as regards the list of explosions. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-784, 1st letter 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-802 

2nd June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, advising him not to 

take up proceedings in the case  of the fatal accident to James Johnston since the temporary 

removal of the gate involved was allowed under General Rule 19 of the Coal Mines act which 

provides for fencing of shafts. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery acknowledging that Mr. Russell 

has taken over the collieries of Cornsilloch and Milburn and that John McKenzie has become the 

certificated manager of same, provided Mr. Hastie superintends his work. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-803  



2nd June 1891` 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report 

on the death of John McDonald. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex M. Graham confirming James Russell (has been appointed) 

manager of Southrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-804 

2nd June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson  (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be given plans registered no. 1777,957,168,816,189 and 2129 in the list 

of plans of abandoned mines connected to the 31st December 1890. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming that he has informed the Secretary of State to 

provide him with the plans Mr. Fyfe requested and the official list of plans of abandoned mines (see 

above) while also advising that since the practice of sending in said plans only dates from 1872 the 

plan for a Mr Dunnett's (?) workings from 18 or 20 years ago may not be available. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-805 

2nd June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company confirming that the company has begun 

sinking another pit in their leasehold to be named no.6. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-806 

3rd June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing that the umpire has found in favour of the Armiston Coal company in 

the case of the division arbitration case under section 19 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-776 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-807 

3rd June 1891 



Letter from J. B. Atkinson to the West Lothian Oil company acknowledging their plan to pump the 

water out of the shank at Starrieshaw's no.1 pit belonging to the Niddrie and Beauhar coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-808 

3rd June/4th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Cumming and Garvald, moulders macking manufacturers, inquiring if 

the company can provide any information on the possibility of coal dust being ignited by an open 

lamp flame as he was advised they might from a colliery manager. Mr. Atkinson refers to the 

ongoing Royal Commission investigation on the matter of the role of coal dust in explosions, and 

declares himself happy to visit their works for an interview (see NEIMME-JBA-4-801, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, advising not to prosecute in 

the case of the death to John McDonald since the father of the deceased and Mr. Russell in this case 

did put up timber to support the roof they were working on as they were obliged to do under Special 

Rule 73 and were advised so to do by the fireman. The subsequent collapse and death of Mr. 

McDonald were not found to be caused by their neglecting the fireman's directions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-809 

4th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look into the matters raised by 

Mr. Robertson- the ventilation at Roughrigg no.8 pit and the Jubilee pit at Blackrigg and the practice 

of miners at Barncinair descending the stair pit before a necessary examination is made. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company, Lassodie and company collieries, 

acknowledging their beginning to work a new pit at Gilgin collieries to be called Colton pit no.2. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-810 

4th June 1891 

Plan of abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding the Benthead no.4 

mine owned by William Dixon Ltd in which the working of virtuewell coal was discontinued on the 

2nd April due to the exhaustion of the seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-811 



5th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to an account concerning cabs and the fact 

that charges accrued on the 20th and 23rd May included waiting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a further 

report on the death of James McGinn by Mr. H.Johnstone upon returning the original taking into 

account the remarks of Mr. McGinns' cousin. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-812 

6th June 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid regarding the Armiston reference and enclosing 

a copy of Deliverance of the Fire which he has forwarded to the Home Office and asking for a copy of 

the tracing plan of the (Armiston?) airways. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him of the summonsing of Mr. Johnstone in 

the Holmes Oil company case and that he should not give any information on the case or any other 

of the kind to any party unless under oath in the witness box. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, summarising the 

findings of Mr. Johnstone's reports on the accidents to Peter Cosgrove and David Johnstone & 

Walter Ferguson- the first being seemingly caused by the lack of a spring which unusually was not 

regularly used, while in the case of Johnstone & Ferguson, his report found that no blame seems to 

attach to any one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-813 

10th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson,mentioning various concerns- an enclosed 

message sent to him by mistake; the plans of his mining institute to visit the Manchester Ship canal 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-790); the matter of Brora coal dust which he thinks has been exaggerated as his 

visit found it not to be as dry as has been suggested with the roads free of upper dust; enquiring at 

the price of fishing rods at Brora for a week; his dissatisfaction at the verdict of the Armiston enquiry 

and his increasing certainty that it was mistaken (see NEIMME-JBA-4-806 etc.); a proposed visit by 

(Mr.) Bradford to Fife in July and a postscript on the question of colliers owning so much per ton 

being equivalent to a contractor for getting minerals under General Rule 4 (see NEIMME-JBA-4-794). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson of the Coal Dust commission telling him the address of 

James Barrowman, the  mining engineer and secretary of the Mining Institute of Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-814 

10th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on a point of men suitable to inspect working places 

in mines in relation to the Springwells colliery explosion of the 24th April at the Kiltongue seam (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-744-747 passim.) Under General Rule 4(1) Mr. Atkinson proceeds to express his 

belief that ordinary colliers working coal at so much per ton were the equivalent of contractors for 

getting minerals under the rule, and therefore inelegible to inspect their own working place(see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-813 etc). The procurator fiscal at Airdrie disagreed, holding that said contractors 

were thought to be those holding a contract for getting coal and employing others to do so. Mr. 

Atkinson expresses his belief that disinterested persons not interested in procuring minerals should 

make examinations, and wishes the receiver to make the distinction clearer. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Oil company promising to 

bring several plans of abandoned mines at Limefield and Gavieside procured from the Home Office 

which were requested to Addiwell on Friday the 12th of June. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-815 

10th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Burns confirming plans to start a mine in Bothwell Shields, Lanark 

and enclosing something unspecified. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-816 

11th June/12th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Campbell acknowledging receipt of a letter and pamphlet while 

responding to his query that no accident in his East Scotland district in the last year had caused the 

deaths of five or more people. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Bell, dated 12th June, responding to a query about the 

production of white salt in Scotland. Mr. Atkinson responds that there are several salt pans on the 

Forth in his district, and he adds that he thinks the producers mix rough salt from England and 

evaporate it in salt water from the Forth in response to a query about Scotch (sic) salt made by a Mr. 



Fletcher. Mr. Atkinson professes to have failed in his previous attempts to get more figures on the 

production of salt in the area, and does not think he will take any further steps in this regard. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-817 

12th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Henderson of Leavenseat Lime works confirming that 

Pete Mitchell and sons have begun to work Limestone from a surface mine in the West part of 

Leavenseat hills. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-818-819-820 

12th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, going into detail on the findings of the arbitration as to the division of Armiston 

colliery into two parts, held on the 30th May 1891 (see NEIMME-JBA-4-806 etc.) Mr. Atkinson 

reiterates his position, which he gave as a witness along with Mr. Ronaldson, that such a division 

could quite possibly lead to evasions of the Coal Mines act in regards to ventilation of the two pits, 

with neither of the two proposed managers being in full control, and neither being able to be held 

fully accountable should problems arise. On the opposing side, Mr. Clark, the general manager of 

Armiston Coal company and the mining engineer W. Galloway argued that the only purpose of the 

division of responsibility was to secure better supervision of the mine and that if ventilation 

problems arose, General Rule 7 of the Coal Mines act allowed for withdrawal of the workmen. Mr. 

Clark proposed taking charge of the surface of the mine himself, while Mr. Galloway professed 

surprise that any objection could be made to an increased number of managers, a practice which 

he,as an agent, proposed to follow at another colliery in South Wales. The arbitrators disagreed with 

Mr. Atkinson's arguments, and the umpire went along with them, finding that such a practice of 

division did not tend to any evasion of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-821 

13th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing Mr. Johnstone's 

report on the accident to James Stevenson as a response to the Crown Agents request for a report 

on the matter. Mr. Atkinson expresses his desire for the report to be returned. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester of Roughrigg colliery confirming their intent to restart 

the no.5 pit at Roughrigg to work the splint seam and try the Coxrod coal. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-822 

13th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Stonehouse Oil company acknowledging the companies' renaming of 

tyheir Shawsburn colliery to Shawsrigg, the appointment of Mr. Robert M. Leggate as the colliery's 

certificated manager and that the company is resuming (assuming?) operations at their no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-823 

13th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson the secretary of the Coal Dust Commission returning a 

revised (document) which Mr. Atkinson believes to be in order. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis, the manager of Seafield Mines, confirming the 

opening up of a new mine at Seafield to work the Brorsburn (?) seam by the Pumpherston Oil 

company and the same company taking the water out of the no.3 pit at Starlaw. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-824 

13th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Wigham. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Malcolm of Haywood colliery concerning James 

Britton and advising that he will be making a visit to the colliery on the 15th June. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-825 

16th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing a letter from R. McLaren requesting a leave of absence from the 11th 

July to 1st August. Mr. Atkinson argues that if his leave was granted, he and Mr. Johnstone could 

adequately cope with the work of the district for that time. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-826 

16th June 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, professing nothing unusual in an accident labelled 

x32751 saying it was reported to him and investigated and was caused by a miner using a slow 

match that was too short, suggesting a lack of care was taken since there was no unusual danger if 

care was taken attaching and lighting slow matches. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Leggate acknowledging receipt of a letter intimating Mr. 

Leggate's appointment as the certificated manager at Shawsrigg colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Rankine advising him to send in a plan of the abandoned 

virtuewell seam of their no.13 pit, guided by the act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-827 

16th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Martin of Niddrie colliery confirming that they are reopening 

their South Parrot seam and appointing William Campbell as their certificated undermanager in their 

nos 13 and 6 pits, while James Moffat is appointed the same in pits no.11 and 15. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-828 

17th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson on the subject of ventilation and 

separation at the Armiston colliery.  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-818-820 passim etc.) With the help of 

sketches, Mr. Atkinson again argues that the interaction of the ventilation shafts at the divided 

colliery leave the two managers unable to be entirely responsible for their part of the mine and 

therefore unable to be prosecuted or reprimanded for evasions of the law in this regard. Mr. 

Atkinson also remonstrates to Bill concerning the idea that an ordinary collier can not be considered 

a contractor for getting minerals, since, in his opinion,a colliery owner agrees with a man the 

amount of money he gets for the amount of coal worked and the man contracts to work the coal for 

that price. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-814, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-829 

17th June 1891 

Two letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-828. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.W. Allan informing him that the Thompsons coke he mentions 

would probably stem from Thompson's collieries about 20 miles west of West Wylam colliery partly 

made from a limestone seam that has been measured (by Mr. Allan?) In Mr. Atkinson's opinion, 

there is not a coke that is equal to that found at West Wylam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-830 

17th June/18th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, showing a list of corrected descriptions to be 

incorporated into the next edition of plans of abandoned mines, updating information on Baads 

no.15 pit, Harwood no.22 pit, Polbette nos.7 and 10 pit and the Gavieside mine and no.3 pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery informing him that he has 

received the two copies of the Special Rules proposed for Fairhill colliery but is sending them back, 

advising him to post them at the colliery for two weeks before sending them to him as required by 

section 52 of the Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-831 

18th June/19th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe informing him that no plan of workings in the Dimmict(?) Oil 

Shale seam has been deposited at the Home Office but that the Hermand Oil company have a plan  

which the companies' mining manager Mr. Lynn assures can be seen by a Mr. Prentice at any time, 

as Mr. Atkinson found while interviewing the latter on the 12th June. A plan of the Gavieside 

workings by the West Calder Oil company from the Home Office which Mr Atkinson procured proven 

to be incorrect by Mr. Fyfe after Mr. Prentice compared it with the original plan at Addiwell while 

Mr. Prentice also remarks on the adjoining workings at the same seam between Mr. Fyfe's No.30 pit 

fells shale  and the no.1 pit of the Hermand Oil company in the East Breich estate. Mr. Lynn assures 

Mr. Atkinson that any information on the Hermand workings can be seen by Mr. Prentice at any time 

and that a tracing of them has already been supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-832 

18th June 1891 



Report on the death of James Britton by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-833 below) Mr. Britton, a 20-year old bottomer at the no.9 pit of Haywood colliery 

was killed when he fell down a shaft into water about 14 yards at around 7am on the morning of 

12th June 1891. His body was found around two and a half hours later. Mr. Atkinson concludes, with 

the help of a sketch and an examination three days later, that the accident occurred when Mr. 

Britton was placing the 8th loaded hutch of his shift to be sent up and pushed it into the dip side of 

the compartment, but on this occasion there was no cage and both he and the hutch fell to the 

bottom of the shaft. Despite concluding that a gate recently taken off was a fence and could have 

prevented the accident, in his opinion General Rule 19 stating that the top and all entrances 

between the top and bottom ---of every working, ventilating or pumping shaft should be fenced 

could not be proven to be breached and therefore he did not advise proceedings to be taken against 

the mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-833 

19th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-832. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on 

the death of James Britton. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-832 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-834 

21st June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson of the Coal Dust Commission suggesting two witnesses with 

the most experience in fiery and dusty mines in Scotland- James S. Dixon of Bent colliery and James 

McCreath. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson on a number of issues- returning a report on 

the Bristol and Somerset collieries with added notes; returning a box of dust samples, declaring the 

dust collected from the Kilmersdale and Worthington collieries too impure to be dangerous but 

questioning the safety of that retrieved from Parkfield, which resembles the upper dust of the 

Durham collieries; revealing that he refused to agree to the division of Armiston by the general 

manager, despite being specially asked, on principle (see NEIMME-JBA-4-828 etc.) and again arguing 

the point on the definition of contractors for getting minerals, in association with who is allowed to 

examine work places before they are worked- denying that so-called ordinary colliers are excluded 

from this, citing an example of an ex-fireman who, as a miner,neglected to examine the place of 

work under General Rule 4, and caused an explosion. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-828 etc.) 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-835 

21st June 1891 

Continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-834, 2nd letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-836 

20th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. J. Bainbridge of the Fifesline Main collieries, confirming the opening 

out of a shaft at Oakley in Dumfermline which will be run by a Mr. Robert Calderwood, until Thomas 

Calderwood, the appointed manager, is removed from Nottingham. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-837 

22nd June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Adamson of Fifesline Main collieries, confirming that the company 

has begun work at Oakley under the temporary managership of R. Calderwood. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

836 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-838 

22nd June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft of Merryton coal company confirming (the 

appointment of) John McBride as the manager of Merryton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-839 

23rd June/24th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Barnsmuir Coal company, replying to a concern over the reversal 

of air in their no.3 pit by arranging a visit to the colliery involved the next day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 24th June, on the 

subject of expenses and procurator fiscals. Mr. Atkinson notes from the Home Office notes that the 

fiscal involved in the Linlithgow Sheriff Court appeal in the Holmes Mine Case was allowed to charge 

his expenses, despite nothing being charged in the Sheriff's court and Mr. Atkinson being unable to 



remember how they were paid or the items involved. He continues that he has heard of a Fiscal 

prosecuting workmen on the owners behalf charging expenses which met with disapproval from the 

owners' representative who told him about it, and remarks that in England, owners prosecuting 

workmen do it through an ordinary solicitor and bear the expenses themselves. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-840 

24th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Morrison of Newbattle colliery confirming that Mr. Morrison has 

appointed himself as the Engines and Dickson's pits at Newbattle colliery in the room of Mr. R. 

Armstrong and that Mr. R. Meikle has been appointed undermanager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-841 

23rd June/24th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.C.M. Rattray of Cardenden colliery advising him to send his request 

for an exemption from using gunpowder in cartridges direct to the Home Secretary who will then 

refer it back to Mr. Atkinson when the inquiry can be made. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Rawyards colliery company acknowledging the appointment of 

John Barr as the manager of Rawyards colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-842 

25th June 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Barnsmuir Coal company replying to concerns about a reversal of 

air current (see NEIMME-JBA-4-839). Mr. Atkinson concludes that this has been caused by hot 

weather and the damping of the furnace at their no.3 pit making the temperature of the air in the 

downcast section of the no.2 pit warmer and lighter than that in the upcast section of the no.3 pit. 

To avoid this in future, Mr. Atkinson suggests keeping a brisk furnace at the no.3 pit during warm 

weather, though his preferred method in their case would be a fan, which in his opinion would be 

safer and more efficient. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (to Drummond and Reid-see NEIMME-JBA-4-843 below), confirming 

the certifying of the Special Rules at Billyford colliery. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-843 

26th June 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid enclosing a certified copy of the Special Rules in 

force at Billyfords colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-842,2nd letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-844 

29th June 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Thomas Cairns (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-

JBA-4-845,2nd letter below). Cairns, a 24 year old collier,was fatally injured when stone from the 

roof in the main coal seam of Merryton colliery's number 2 pit fell on him at about 7am on the 22nd 

June 1891, death occurring about two hours later. After examining the area of the accident a day 

later, Mr. Atkinson established that the fireman William Dougall had examined the area at 5:30 that 

morning and found nothing amiss. Cairns, his father and a miner named William Cochrane entered 

the area shortly before 7. The deceased and his father tested the roof where they were going to 

work, which sounded heavy. Mr. Cochrane advised the father and son to put up timber (of which 

there was plenty around) to make sure, but they did not act on this. As Mr. Cochrane worked 

elsewhere, he heard the fall from which the father made a lucky escape. Despite questioning 

whether the fireman had denigrated his duty in seemingly failing to ascertain the insecurity of the 

roof and noting that he had advised the manager of the pit that such inspections were needed in 

future, Mr. Atkinson does not think a prosecution is necessarily necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-845 

29th June 1891 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-844. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of Thomas Cairns (see NEIMME-JBA-4-844 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an exemption from two shafts or outlets to 

the Lady Lilian (?) pit at Wemyss colliery under section 18(3) (a) on the following conditions- no 

more than 20 persons allowed to work underground at one time until the second outlet is 

completed, the second outlet to be completed as quickly as possible and the exemption to last only 

until the 31st December 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-846 



30th June 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Hobson, postmaster, asking him to redirect his mail to Heil Bank in 

Largs from the next day until further notice. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid  returning a copy of the Billyford Special Rules 

with the required addition. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren 

on the death of William White. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-847 

2nd July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Addie and sons confirming the appointment of Robert Millar as the 

manager of the Beuhar colliery in the room of Adam Brown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-848 

2nd July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren informing him of his change of address until the 1st 

September (see NEIMME-JBA-4-846, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson advises him to attend any accident he 

hears about except those across the Forth, and to enquire if the workings at Barnsmuir had been 

inspected on the day the air (reversed?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company confirming the abandonment of the 

no.10 pit at Callendar colliery on 28th May 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-849 

3rd July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to the checkweigher dispute at Merryton 

colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-317,325 etc.) in which the owner, on being refused permission to sack 

the checkweigher at the colliery under section 13(4) of the Coal Mines act by the Sheriff of Hamilton, 

dismissed all his miners with a pre-requisite of him employing them again being that the 

checkweigher was not re-appointed. The Court of Session found in favour of the owner, and when 

he was brought before the same sheriff who had refused him permission to sack the checkweigher 

for breaching section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act he was again found not guilty. Mr. Atkinson advises 



the receiver that several papers on the affair are available at the Home Office. Another case referred 

to by Mr. Smellie Mr. Atkinson refers for information to Mr. Ronaldson, in whose district he thinks it 

occurred. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-850 

3rd July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him of Mr. Johnstone, the Assistant Inspector of mines, desire to apply 

for a leave of absence for a period not over thirty days between the 1st August and 30th September. 

Mr. Atkinson assures the Secretary that should his leave be granted he and the other Assistant 

Inspector, Mr. McLaren, will be able to cover the work of the district in his absence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-851 

3rd July/4th July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar,Fife, arranging a meeting 

on the following Monday to discuss the death of James Henderson at Muiredge colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to Lammie and son, British Linen Bank, enclosing a money 

order to credit his account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-852 

30th June 1891 

Plan of abandoned mines signed by by J.B. Atkinson. The no.13 mine at East Beuhar and the 

Starryshaw pit are included in the plan, and the workings of various seams of Lady George coal, 

Shotts Ball coal, Mill coal and Lady Gray are shown to be discontinued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-853 

30th June 1891 

Plan of the abandoned mine, Hartwoodshill at Shotts,signed by J.B. Atkinson whose virtuewell coal 

seam was discontinued on September 19,1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-854-855 



4th July 1891 

Report on the death of James Henderson by J.B. Atkinson (to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-856,3rd letter below). The 13 year old pony driver was killed when he fell from, and 

was then crushed by, the cage in the no.2 pit at Muiredge colliery owned by Bowman and company 

at around 12 noon on the 2nd July 1891. After investigating the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson 

concluded that the death was either an accident or had been exacerbated by an error by the 

engineman. After going through the system used for lowering hutches and cages, Mr. Atkinson 

professes he could find nothing wrong with the appliances apart from the hammer of the signal not 

being in plain view of the engineman, John Robertson, aged 24. The deceased, in the company of 

Archibald Jyatt, a bottomer, were sending hutches from an eight feet seam. As Mr. Jyatt took off an 

empty hutch and went up to a full hutch to place in the cage, he heard a noise in the shaft and saw 

the deceased fall to his death. Mr. Jyatt thought that Mr. Henderson had not given a signal, but since 

he had his back to him, could not tell for sure. Mr. Atkinson concludes that three things may have 

happened- either a signal was given and the engineman correctly sent the cage, the engineman 

made a mistake and thought there was a signal where there wasn't one or the engineman recklessly 

sent away the cage without any signal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-856 

4th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G. McD. Thompson of Little Raith colliery arranging a 

meeting at Cowdenbeath onj Monday morning concerning a fatal accident at the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing 

a report by Mr. Johnstone and returning police information on the accident to Andrew Bowie. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report 

on the death of James Henderson (seeNEIMME-JBA-4-854-855 above) and rearranging a meeting to 

discuss it due to a fatal accident at the Little Raith colliery (see first letter above) to the next 

Wednesday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-857 

5th July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to D. Bair rearranging a meeting at Durie from Tuesday to 

Thursday at 10am. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Roxburgh regarding William Fip and arranging a visit 

to Alloa the next Tuesday the 7th July to enquire about it. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-858 

8th July/9th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Chisholm Robertson acknowledging the Redding miners 

desire to have their coal weighed to quarters and promising to enquire into the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Reid and Drummond, solicitors, confirming the receipt of 

Special Rules on the matter of Stock vs. Deans and Moore and returning it forthwith. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John W. Robertson, miner, dated 9th July, promising to 

look into the matter of the air quality in Brinkrigg colliery as mentioned to him by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-859 

9th July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A.W. Gordon, solicitor, commiserating with him on a wasted 

visit to Glasgow but advising that he cannot provide information about the accident in the case of 

McKnight vs.  the Hermand Oil Company since it is his practice not to advise either side in civil 

actions unless called as a witness, when he provides the evidence the Court directs. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Drummond and Reid, solicitors, advising them that he 

cannot provide them with information on the McKnight vs. Hermand Oil co. case (see above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-860-861 

10th July 1891 

Report from J.B. Atkinson on the death of William Fyfe (to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-864, 1st letter below). The 66-year old oversman was killed by being run over by 

loaded wagons and a locomotive while riding on a loaded wagon on the private branch railway 

leading away from the Jellyholm pit where he worked on the 4th July 1891 at about 12:55 pm. The 

accident occurred, as Mr. Atkinson devised after visiting the pit three days after the accident, when 

guard Donald McNaughton placed on the downward, gravity driven railway, two loaded wagons of 

which one had faulty brakes due to a missing bolt. Behind the two wagons was a locomotive engine 

in front of 13 loaded wagons. The men in charge of the locomotive, engineman John Wright and 

fireman Thomas Blair were found to have done the best they could to stop the machine with Mr. 

Wright being seen trying to warn Mr. Fyfe and James Frazer, another miner, about the danger but 

the collision followed with the deceased falling between the two wagons and being run over by the 



locomotive and some of the following wagons. Despite the inadvisability of the deceased riding the 

loaded wagon and the fact that the guard should not have allowed the locomotive to take over the 

two wagons, he can see no great blame being attached to any involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-862-863 

10th July 1891 

Report from J.B. Atkinson on the death of Peter Thompson (to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal- 

see NEIMME-JBA-4-864, 3rd letter). The 36-year old coal miner was killed by a fall of stone from the 

roof in the long wall face of Erskine's section of the My(s)heen seam of the Lady pit in the Little Raith 

colliery owned by the Lochgelly Iron and Coal company on the 2nd July 1891 at around 2.20pm. The 

accident occurred, as Mr. Atkinson devised after visiting the pit four days after the accident, despite 

the previous examinations of the inspector, Thomas Connolley, finding nothing wrong with the area, 

one at about 40 minutes before the accident occurred. James Erskine, the contractor of the section 

and the employer of the deceased, also checked the area at 9:30 and 11:50 that morning while Mr. 

Thompson was working there. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the roof could be dangerous due to it 

being composed of several fathoms of rock which when breaking threw weight on the underlying 

timber causing fractures in the stone making it likely for pieces to fall out, and also that the timber 

for use in shoring up the roof was placed too far away from the area where the deceased was 

working to be potentially used in case of problems, though he suggests that it still might have been 

close enough to meet the letter of General Rule 22 which states that timber should be adequately 

supplied and conveniently situated for workers required to use it.  Mr. Atkinson advised the 

manager to keep an adequate supply of timber in each working place. Despite these caveats, Mr. 

Atkinson could not avow that the accident site was deficient in trees for timber, and concludes that 

it was probable that there would have been no way of telling that the stone was about to fall. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-864 

10th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report 

on the death of William Fyfe (see NEIMME-JBA-4-860-861). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report 

by Mr. McLaren on the death of Neil Frazer. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

enclosing a report on the death of Peter Thompson. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-862-863) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-865 



11th July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to I. Brownlie of Lassodie collieries confirming that the Pittencrieff Coal 

company had put down an eye on the estate of Pittencrieff for the purpose of working coal, with the 

partners being Mr.Brownlie and Dr. Drysdale of Dunfermline. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-866 

11 July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to Neil Ballingall of Sweetbank arranging a meeting to discuss a 

plan of the abandoned Mackinch colliery at the Balgurie colliery on Tuesday the 14th with a request 

to bring the original plan with him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to F. H. Cheesewright of Fifeshire main collieries enclosing 

two copies of the official abstract of the Coal Mines act, with a further copy sent to Mr. Adamson, 

the secretary of their company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-867 

14th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A. Paterson advising him of his visit to Dysart to visit the 

Francis pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Weir confirming that his concerns about a horse road 

in the Francis pit at Dysart colliery will be looked into. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, affirming that since a second shaft will be made 

within a few days at Barns colliery, there will be no need to grant an exemption from a double shaft 

or outlet. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-868 

15th July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. I. McAllister of Sheardale colliery confirming that Alex Campbell (has 

been made) undermanager of Sheardale colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-869 



18th July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Armiston Coal company confirming that John Elder Rowe (has been 

made) the manager of the companies' Gore mine and that John Haddow will be made manager of 

the Emily mine 'only in future'. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-828 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-870 

18th July 1891 

Three letters- 

 The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to G.C. Adamson of Fifeshire main collieries promising to send 

him six copies of the abstract of the Coal Mines Act in the next month. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A. Jamieson of Balgurie colliery informing him of his intent 

to visit Julian pit the next Monday to see the site of A. Hutchison's injury. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing Cardenden colliery exemption from using 

gunpowder in cartridges since the mine is free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-871 

20th July/21st July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Bowman and company of Muiredge colliery on the subject 

of David Thompson and promising to make a visit to the colliery the next Wednesday 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Fife coal company on the subject of Henry Hutton 

arranging a meeting to see the place of the accident (to Mr. Hutton?) at Mottiel Dock. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning case number x32955 and confirming that 

the shaft had been just sunk to the coal and enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the subject which he 

wishes returned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-872 

21st July/22nd July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing Climpy colliery exemption from the use of 

gunpowder in cartridges as the mine is free from fire-damp and coal dust. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 22nd July, 

enclosing a report on the death of Charles Braden by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Stonehouse Coal company on the matter of weighing 

coal at Shawsburn colliery acknowledging the difficulty of deciding whether the weighing done in 

their case is too far away from the emptying of the hutches to be considered ' as near to the pit 

mouth as eminently practicable' as required by the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-873 

24th July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Brownlie of Lassodie colliery assuring him that until he 

employs 30 people he does not need to have a certificated manager unless specifically asked by Mr. 

Atkinson as inspector of mines so can employ an uncertificated manager at present. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to J. Morison informing him of a Monday visit to Eskbank 

station to enquire about an accident in sinking a pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-874 

25th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning 

police information and enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the accident to Robert Cairns. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Clelland of Carron company about an application 

made by Shieldhill colliery for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges that was made 

but not responded to reported to Mr. Johnstone by the undermanager of the colliery. Mr. Atkinson 

promises to look into it if he can be given the date of the application. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing Mr. 

Johnstone's report on the death of James Cullen. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-875 

27th July/28th July 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, passing on the request of the 

Home Secretary for  where the reports of the Merryton checkweigher case tried in the Court of 

Session and before the sheriff can be found. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. J. Wilkinson of Bowling Iron company recommending 

John Douglas for the management of Mr. Wilkinson's collieries based on his knowledge of him when 

he worked at Seghill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-876 

28th July 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, enclosing various papers concerning the arbitration of the division of Armiston 

colliery- A letter from the solicitors Drummond and Reid enclosing their account and referring to the 

remuneration of the umpire and clerk; Drummond and Reid's taxed account; a copy of a letter from 

Anderson and Chisholm, the agents of the Armiston colliery to Drummond and Reid referring to the 

remuneration of the umpire and clerk and a letter from William Gardiner the clerk addressed to 

Drummond and Reid as to his remuneration and that of the umpire. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-869 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-877 

28th/29th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to Neil Ballingal acknowledging receipt of the plan of the 

abandoned Balburnie colliery workings with the additional information Mr. Atkinson requested. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-866, 1st letter) 

The second from J. B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Drummond and Reid,solicitors, acknowledging the 

receipt of letters from Anderson and Chisholm, William Gardiner regarding fees to be paid to himself 

and the umpire and their taxed account and informing the solicitors he has forwarded them to the 

Home Office. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-876 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson , receiver unknown, dated 29th July, referring to two newspaper articles 

on the court of sessions case.  The North British Daily Mail of 1st October 1890 and the Glasgow 

Herald of 19th November 1890 referred to the proceedings brought before Lord Trayner and the 

verdict he came to respectedly. Mr. Atkinson reports that the Lord's verdict was appealed before the 

2nd division of the court on the 9th December but that his verdict was upheld, a judgment that will 

be found in Volume 18 of the Court of Sessions reports page 203 when it is completed, but until then 

can be found in the published part 4. On the Sheriff Court case, Mr. Atkinson refers to the 6th 

December edition of the Hamilton Advertiser. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-878 

30th July 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to a Mr. 'Dick' of Knownoblehill colliery, date unknown, on Home Office 

Service,  telling him to cease working at the colliery until the 2nd shaft is completed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson, Inspector of Mines, date unknown, on Home Office 

service, informing him that papers have been sent to the Home Office concerning the 

Checkweighers.  

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Clelland, mining manager, acknowledging receipt of 

the letter referring to the application for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges at the 

Carron collieries and advises him to send a formal application to the Home Secretary where it will 

then be inquired into. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-879 

30th July 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren asking him to investigate a fatal coal fall accident at 

Stonecraigs, investigate an application by John Nimmo and sons for an exemption from a 2nd outlet 

at Barm's colliery by seeing if a second outlet has been made and when the shaft reached coal, 

expresses doubts as to whether the H(ome) O(ffice) have read the back of one of Mr. McLaren's 

reports and refers to a telegraph sent to a Mr. Dick to stop working at Knownoble Hill until a 2nd 

outlet has been opened (see NEIMME-JBA-4-878, 1st letter above)  advising  Mr. McLaren to visit the 

colliery and prepare particulars to prosecute if he is working without one. He concludes by 

welcoming him back after his holiday. 

The second  from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, enclosing his coal dust report, 

expressing a preference for a visit to Newcastle rather than Harrogate and professing no desire to do 

anything with the new abstracts than send them to those who want to replace their old ones. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-880 

30th July/31st July 1891 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to C.W. Henderson asking him to support the application of his 

brother Fred for the managership of the A and W pits at Bedlington and assuring him of his 

suitability for the post. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to G. Lammie and son, British Linen bank, enclosing an order 

to place in his account and wishing confirmation that an earlier order was credited to his account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-881 

1st August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Fyfe on the subject of Arthur Jonas. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by H. Johnstone on the accident causing injuries to 

the miner John Hunter, the explosion of a gelatine-charged shot in Burghlee colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-882 

1st August 1891 

A report on an abandoned mine signed by J.B. Atkinson, Balbirnie at Markinch owned by John 

Balfour. The Little Coal seam was abandoned when it was worked out on 19th September 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-883 

1st August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. W. Turnbull recommending his brother Frederick for the 

job as colliery manager at Loanhead which he supposes is the one he has seen advertised in the 

Herald as he has heard (their manager?) Mr. Beith is leaving. He mentions his brothers experience as 

the manager at Ellenborough colliery and his regular training. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer of Shawfield colliery acknowledging the sinking of a new 

shaft at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-884 

4th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Weir promising to look into his concerns about Duncan's 

pit at West Wemyss. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.Gordon at Clippens Oil company confirming that Robert 

Armstrong has been made manager of the Peultand,Straiton and Mortonhall mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-885 

4th August 1891 

 Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, expressing his belief that his Annual Report could be ready by the 1st of March 

each year, but would then be without the information gathered at the Annual Meeting of the 

Inspectors of Mines taking place usually at the end of February, such as the overall quantities of 

mineral raised and amount of accidents happening in the region. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-886 

4th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to F. R. (Fred) Atkinson enclosing two letters to the places he has 

applied to for a position (see NEIMME-JBA-4-883, 1st letter). He recommends the Loanhead job, and 

suggests meeting with Mr. Turnbull at Leith to discuss it. Mr. Atkinson relates his meetings with him 

at the time of the Mauricewood disaster and with his position as the commercial manager at Shotts, 

he is, in his opinion, the principal man to see, despite not being a mining man. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a 

report on the death of Andrew Coulter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-887 

5th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H. Mungall advising him that he will be visiting Cowdenbeath 

on Thursday to enquire into the overwinding accident, and assuring him that he planned to visit that 

week as he had been invited to before the accident occurred. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to the British Linen company bank enclosing another money 

order for his account. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A. Crookston of Wemyss collieries advising him of his visit to 

West Wemyss to go down the Duncans pit on Friday 7th July. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-888 

5th August/6th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Pearson of Ross colliery concerning George Anderson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Blane, procurator fiscal depute, Edinburgh, 

enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of Arthur Jonner which points to contraventions of 

the Coal Mines Act and Special Rules committed by the injured men involved, and Mr. Atkinson 

recommends that the fireman William Rankine be prosecuted. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A. Pearson of Ross colliery concerning John Anderson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-889 

6th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Armour of the Hermand Oil company acknowledging the 

appointment of Daniel Nelson as the undermanager of the no.4 pit at Breich and the 

commencement of working a mine to the Houston coal at Easter Breich. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, acknowledging 

receipt of a letter and police information on the overwinding accident at Lumpluniness(?) and 

informing him that after a visit to the site of the accident, Mr. Atkinson concludes that the accident 

occurred due to forgetfulness on the part of Dugald Graham the engineman and his decision not to 

look at the indicator showing the positions of cages in the shaft. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.R. Porekon(?) replying to a query about limestone on the 

Forth, remarking that the Carron Iron company mine the stone at Newbiggen and ship it from the 

Forth and advising him to enquire about their prices. In Mr. Atkinson's opinion, if a regular supply 

could be taken from the small shipment area used by Carron, it might be profitable to open a quarry 

if the limestone could be found. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-890 

6th August/7th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren enclosing his report on the Ross accident and a 

plan which he wishes Mr. McLaren to copy and then send the report to the procurator fiscal involved 

along with an accompanying letter. Mr. Atkinson asks for further details as to the condition of the 

mine - whether wet, dry or dusty- and whether there was any sign of burning or coke dust. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing Mr. 

McLaren's report on the death of George and John Anderson. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Wilson, agreeing to Mr. Wilson's request for him to 

be used as a reference in regards to a potential position in Fife and hoping that he gets the position. 

 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-891 

6th August/7th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing Mr. 

McLaren's report on the death of Andrew Coulton. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Weir promising that his concerns about the 

ventilation at the Randolph pit at Dysart colliery will be looked into. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to A. Patterson of Dysart collieries arranging a visit to the 

Randolph pit on Monday 10th August 1891 (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-892 

7th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,  providing more information concerning the (Barns 

colliery) case (see NEIMME-JBA-4-867,3rd letter, NEIMME-JBA-4-871, 3rd letter). Mr. Atkinson 

recalls that Mr. McLaren had recommended that the colliery should be rewarded exemption from a 

second shaft in a report dated 30th June but did not add how the second outlet would eventually be 

provided, so the report was returned to him for further enquiry and observations. When Mr. 

McLaren returned to the colliery, he found that the making of the second outlet was only a couple of 

days away, rendering the exemption unnecessary. This information was then sent to the Secretary of 

State by Mr. Atkinson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company thanking him for a 

letter concerning his brothers application for the Loanhead managership and enclosing copies of 

'Fred's' testimonials. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-893 

8th August 1891 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Pumpherston oil company, concerning Cousland oil shale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, explaining that Mr. Johnstone has corrected an 

error as to his timekeeping on his sheet regarding his hour of departure on the 27th (?) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Ellis of Seafield mines acknowledging a letter and a 

copy of the Special Rules for the Causland Mines, and promising to return a copy of the latter in due 

course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-894 

8th August 1891 

 Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, referring to the request for expenses from the arbitrators and umpire of the 

Armiston colliery division case. Mr. Atkinson confirms sending  a copy of the award of the Umpire on 

the 3rd June to the Home Office and further confirms that the arbitrators and Umpire were all 

present at the three meetings held in connection with the arbitration- for about 2 hours on the 2nd 

April,for about an hour on the 26th May and about 4 hours on the 30th May 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-895 

8th August 1891  

Report on the death of John Finlayson by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-896 below). The 17 year old  labourer was run over by a wagon loaded with coal on 

the sidings near the Benarty colliery where the deceased worked, owned by the Lochore and 

Capeldrae Council Coal company on the 3rd August 1891 at around 9am. He died later of his injuries 

at Edinburgh infirmary. The accident occurred partly due to the deceased using a tree or pit prop as 

a 'sprag' to halt the movement of a wagon. The prop sprung back, knocking Mr. Finlayson onto the 

track and the wagon wheel proceeded to run over his leg. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief of the 

extreme danger of the spragging practice, but notes there is nothing in the Coal Mines act forbidding 

it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-896 

8th August/20th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

enclosing a report on the death of John Finlayson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-895 above). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow)to R.Chisholm Robertson, dated 20th August, promising to 

look into the case of miners going to their places before statutory inspection at the no.7 mine and 

the question of ventilation at East Loughrigg. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to William Forrester confirming receipt of a letter concerning 

the payment of checkweighers at the no. 11 pit at Polbeth and proffering his opinion that the 

haulage contractor is not liable for payment to the aforementioned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-897 

20th August 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn of Camelon collieries confirming that they have begun to 

open out a colliery at Camelon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-898 

20th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Stand coal company confirming the appointment of Robert 

Carmichael as the manager of their Stand and Roughcraig collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an exemption from the use of 

gunpowder in cartridges at Carronhall colliery since the colliery is free from fire-damp and has no 

dangerous deposits of coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-899 

20th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Armadale Coal company confirming that the company have taken 

over the Armadale colliery which is now working and was previously owned by Chapelhall. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting exemption from the use of gunpowder in 

cartridges for Shiddhill colliery since the seams being worked are free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-900 

21st August/22nd August 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to the Passenger superintendent of Queen Street Station in 

Glasgow ordering third class saloon carriage from Largs station to Glasgow on the 31st July for 12 

adults and 13 children as he had ordered the opposite journey on 1st July. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-846, 

1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Johnstone confirming that a new mine is being opened at 

Callender colliery-the no.12. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-901 

22nd August/23rd August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J. Wilson, promising that the matter of the checkweigher at 

Loganlee colliery will be looked into. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H. Mungall, dated 23rd August, arranging a Tuesday 

meeting and asking if he can bring his wife along. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to H. Mungall, dated 23rd August, arranging a meeting 

concerning (an accident involving) John Neilson on Tuesday the 25th August, meeting at 

Cowdenbeath station and going on to the scene of the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-902 

27th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.C. Robson of Redheugh colliery regretting his inability to 

attend a meeting involving the National Association of Colliery Managers on the River Tyne on the 

4th September due to a previous engagement. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company confirming the opening of a new pit 

at Cathburn to be named Morningside no. 11 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-903-904 

Date unknown 

A report by J.B. Atkinson on the fatal accident to John Neilson (to James MacFarlane, procurator 

fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-4-905, 2nd letter below). The 35 year old miner, who had only worked at the 

mine for two weeks, was killed when stone fell from the roof of his working place in the Fine Foot 



seam of the Foulford colliery owned by the Cowdenbeath Coal company on the 22nd August 1891 at 

about 7am. After enquiring as to the circumstances of the accident three days later, Mr. Atkinson 

discovered that the inspector David Beveridge had visited the scene at 4:40 that morning to find that 

the timber he had told Mr. Neilson and the other workmen to set up to underpin the roof of the 

working area had not been done.  Mr. Beveridge then left to examine the splint coal workings and 

Mr. Neilson and his fellow workmen proceeded to their workplace without meeting Mr. Beveridge. 

George Scott, a contractor for the section and the deceased's employer also said he had directed Mr. 

Neilson to 'put up two trees' near where the stone fell, considering the area too wide to be (worked) 

without wood. No timber was set despite there being a plentiful supply nearby and Mr. Neilson was 

subsequently killed. Mr. Atkinson considers that proceedings should be taken against Mr. Beveridge 

for neglect of duty since he had told him that his workmen had gotten into the habit of proceeding 

to their workplace without first checking with him and getting his report, contravening General Rule 

4 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. The miners who accompanied Mr. Neilson to the unsafe 

working area should also be prosecuted under the same rule, Mr. Atkinson reasons. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-905 

27th August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. Hobson, postmaster, advising him to redirect his mail to 

Foremount Terrace in Glasgow from Friday 30th August 1891. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

enclosing a report on the fatal accident to David Neilson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-903-904 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to Mr. Forbes, carriage hirer, requesting a cart to be sent to meet 

the 2:55 train at Queen Street Station on Monday 31st August 1891 to take luggage to Foremount 

Terrace (see first letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-906 

29th August/30th August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Largs) to R. McLaren advising him of his return to his Foremount Terrace 

home and arranging a 10am meeting on Monday 1st September. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Holmes Oil company, dated 30th August, confirming John 

White as the undermanager of the companies' mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-907 



29th August/31st August 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to John Weir saying that he believes that a manager is 

probably within his rights to refuse a checkweigher the use of weights belonging to the colliery to 

test the accuracy of the weighing machine, there being no legal decision on the point although he 

considers such conduct (the manager? the checkweigher?) churlish. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming the 

investigation of the accident to William McSpadyen but also that no report on it was deemed 

necessary by him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Ian Hastie of Greenfield colliery confirming the receipt of 

two copies of the proposed Special Rules for Fairhill promising to return one of them in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-908 

31st August 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald Russell concerning Fairhill coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-909 

28th August 1891 

Letter from (?) to H. Johnstone, content illegible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-910 

31st August 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Brownlie of Lassodie collieries confirming the receipt of two copies 

of the proposed Special Rules for Pittencrieff colliery and promising to return one of them in due 

course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Pittencrieff Coal company on the subject of Pittencrieff coal.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-911 

31st August 1891 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. McCulloch of Loganlee colliery replying to a letter from Mr. 

McCulloch's manager by suggesting that the request he makes is very unreasonable. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Laurigg Coal company acknowledging the appointment of 

Alexander Ferguson as manager of Bridgehouse colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-912 

1st September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, replying to a letter 

requesting information on contraventions of the Coal Mines act by enclosing a copy of the Special 

Rules at (Foulford ) colliery and clarifying why the inspector of the colliery (David Beveridge) should 

be prosecuted in the case of the fatal accident to John Neilson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-903-904). If, Mr. 

Atkinson argues, the inspector had reported the workmen the first time they neglected to receive 

their report, he would have been clear of blame. The inspector's offence was that he allowed his 

workmen to begin work on several occasions without  receiving a report from him, and took no steps 

to rectify this state of affairs, contravening General Rule 4. Mr. Atkinson concludes by suggesting 

that if Mr. MacFarlane thinks it unlikely that he can be prosecuted under that Rule, he can be tried 

under Special Rule 108. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-912A 

1st September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and Sons of Roadside collieries confirming that a pit has 

been shanked on Blacktongue farm to the Kiltongue coal and it will be called Cameron no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-913 

1st September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to (?) confirming that the Special Rules concerned are certificated and a 

true copy and comply with the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 for Foulford no.1 mine owned by 

Cowdenbeath Coal company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works confirming that the Home Office 

has prepared a new abstract of the Coal Mines act, and although Mr. Atkinson has not been 

instructed to issue them (yet) he is willing to send as many copies in sheet form as Mr. Russell would 

like. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-914 

2nd September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to George Laing of Brewster Wells colliery pointing out a number of 

perceived contraventions of the Coal Mines act at his workings- no plan of the pits at Brewster 

Wells, contravening General Rule 34 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887; Working without a 

second outlet in contravention of Section 16 of the act requiring immediate cessation of working 

until either a second shaft is completed or an exemption provided; no barometer as required by 

General Rule 33; no stretchers as required by General Rule 34 and problems signalling cages away 

for which Mr. Atkinson refers Mr. Laing to Special Rules 56,61 and 78. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works regarding (a fatal 

accident to-see NEIMME-JBA-4-919 below) Adam Scott and informing Mr. Russell of his arrival at 

Overtown Station the next day to visit the scene of the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-915 

2nd September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren enquiring why Mr. McLaren had to visit Bridgehouse 

colliery by way of Glasgow, Edinburgh and Bathgate as revealed by his (travel) charges. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. and J. Russell of Ryding colliery confirming the opening of two 

coal mines for the aforementioned Ryding colliery in Airdrie. Mr. Atkinson also encloses something 

unconfirmed, and mentions that he has sent the notice to Mr. Ronaldson despite the colliery not 

being in his district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-916 

2nd September 1891 

Plan of the abandoned no.13 pit at Darngavil signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by Darngavil Coal 

company, in which the working of virtuewell coal was discontinued due to the pit being exhausted 

on 27 April 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-917 

3rd September 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons of Lathallan colliery confirming that the working 

of their no.1 soft splint shaft or pit had been discontinued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-918 

3rd September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons of Lathallan colliery confirming that the marl 

coal seam in their no.1 Lathallan pit had begun to be opened out by working on July 4th. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-919 

5th September 1891 

Report on the death of Adam Scott by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-921,2nd letter below). The 60 year old  coal miner was killed when a fall of sidestone 

and coal in the virtuewell seam of the no.10 pit at the Garriongill colliery owned by Coltness Iron 

company knocked a tree out of its place which then subsequently fell on the deceased's head at 

approximately 2:30 in the morning on the 1st September 1891, an injury which led to his death at 

around 9:15 that same morning. Mr. Atkinson, after visiting the scene of the accident two days later, 

discovered that the no.10 pit had only recently been sunk and on the day before the accident, the 

deceased, along with other coal miners Matthew Brown, David Millar and John Mullen, began at 

10pm to work on preparing a heading for the masons to carry forward the arching. Mr. Atkinson, 

through use of a sketch, describes how as Matthew Brown was preparing a side to set a tree, Mr. 

Millar and Mr. Mullan were pushing a hutch and the deceased was squaring back the side at the 

bottom of the pit at the time of the accident, a ton of side coal and stone fell off near to where Mr. 

Brown was working, falling down the shaft next to him, hitting the tree he was trying to set which 

fell forward after being knocked out of its position and fell down the shaft onto Mr. Scott's head. Mr. 

Atkinson could find nobody culpable in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-920 

5th September 1891 

Report on the death of Alexander Browning,Jr. by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-921, 3rd letter below). The 15 year old miner, working with his father Alexander 

Browning, was killed when a fall of roof stone in the no.2 section of the main coal seam at Garnock 

colliery owned by John Watson Ltd (the roof being made of rock) fell on him on the 31st August 1891 

at approximately 8:30 in the morning, an injury which killed him shortly afterwards. Mr. Atkinson, 

after visiting the scene of the accident a day later, found no blame to be attached to anyone 

involved. The deceased's father was praised by officials as a careful and experienced worker and 

John Kane, the fireman, spoke of inspecting the area before the two began work, finding no fault. 



Mr. Atkinson's only further remark is that the accident shows the necessity of shoring timber even 

when the roof appears sound, as in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-921 

5th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-920. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on 

the death of Adam Scott (see NEIMME-JBA-4-919 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the 

death of Alexander Browning,Jr. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-920 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-922 

5th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Dick of the Glasgow Herald regarding the sit at the 

Pumpherston mines. Mr. Atkinson regrets he has not been to the mines since the incident so has no 

further information to offer on the affair but promises Mr. Dick if he should learn anything he will 

visit with the information at his office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing Mr. McLaren's 

report on the accident to Charles Stewart and agreeing with the report that proceedings should be 

taken in line with Mr. McLaren's suggestions. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren enclosing a letter regarding proposed Special Rules at 

Carnsilloch colliery by Mr. Hastie and asking Mr. McLaren whether the Rules are similar to those 

already in place at the colliery because, if so, no further action will be needed. Mr. Atkinson also asks 

Mr. McLaren to visit Pumpherston to report back on their recent sit the next time he is free from an 

accident enquiry (see 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-923 

5th September/10th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield nee Carnsilloch colliery advising him that a 

new set of Special Rules is not necessarily necessary when a mine changes ownership and that if his 



new set of proposed Rules is the same as that practised under the old regime he will contact him 

with details. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-922, 3rd letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.M. Morton of Fordell collieries, dated 10th September, enclosing 

2 copies of the new Abstract of the Coal Mines act while advising him that he has received no 

instructions about replacing the old abstracts with the new one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-924 

10th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson regarding a ventilation book which a Mr. Reid is 

trying to publish. Mr. Atkinson wishes to stop the publishing as he believes that Mr. Reid should not 

profit directly from it. He continues that a Kerly (Herly?) is there and he has asked him if he can 

persuade the Manchester Geological Society to prevent him, implying that he has gone past his 

remit of a 'definite object'. If Mr. Reid is allowed to publish, Mr. Atkinson advises that the 'wind will 

need to be taken out of his sails' presumably to debunk some of his conclusions. Mr. Atkinson 

concludes by asking his brother if he has been told what to do with the new abstracts as he has not. 

(see second letter above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Keenan promising to look into his concerns as to the dam at 

Dalmeny mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-925 

10th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie advising him that, bar some supplementary rules for 

mines in which there are inclined places or shafts from the surface, the Special Rules he has 

proposed for Cornsilloch are so similar to those already established that, unless he is strongly 

attached to the latter Rules, he may as well withdraw his new Rules and let the old ones stand. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-923, 1st letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Auchinstilloch Gas and Coal company confirming William Stewart 

as the manager of their collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-926 

10th September 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing Mr. Johnstone's 

report on the death of James Collins. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Hutchinson thanking him for his support in trying to get his 

brother Fred a position at Usworth but informing him that he has found himself a position in 

Staffordshire with an Iron and Coal company, while continuing that he has let him know of his 

kindness in the matter. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and company advising the firm that he does not think it 

necessary to draw up new Special Rules for the no.1 pit at Barmes since those already established 

for Limerigg apply to it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-927 

12th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State,asking to be supplied with the papers of a William Marshall regarding a 

reapplication for an undermanagers certificate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-928 

12th September/14th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Hermand Oil company regarding (the death of-see third 

letter below) Charles Dunn. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm asking him if a particular sum suggested by the 

Secretary of State to pay the clerk in the Armiston reference is satisfactory to him.  

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 14th 

September, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the death of Charles Dunn. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-929 

14th September 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Abraham Dargue (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-930, 2nd letter). The 44-year old coal miner employed at that time as a reddsman 

was killed when a fall of roof stone occurred while he was repairing an old road in the main coal 

seam of the Cadzow section of the no.2 pit of Barmeluith colliery owned by Archibald Russell at 

approximately 12:30 pm on the 10th September 1891. He died from his injuries about four hours 

later. After inspecting the accident site the next day Mr. Atkinson deduced that Mr. Dargue had been 



negligent in shoring up the roof with the requisite timber as he was required to do as he moved 

along the road, with a James Coxon moving towards him from the opposite direction, as William 

Johnstone, the fireman, had inspected the area before work commenced finding nothing amiss and 

Mr. Atkinson found plenty of timber around for the purpose.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-930 

14th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-930. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report 

on the death of Abraham Dargue (see NEIMME-JBA-4-930 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Mid and East Lothian Miner's Association, promising to 

enquire further into the weighing of coal at Armiston colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-931 

15th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Trevis Holmes acknowledging that his predecessor in the Inspector 

job, a Mr. Moore, has forwarded Mr. Holmes' letter to him and that he encloses a copy of his Annual 

Report containing names of collieries and managers in the district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to H. Johnstone expressing no urgency in affairs relating to 

Dewark and matters he has enclosed but does not mention and supposing that he will be back in 

Glasgow this week. Mr. Atkinson also tells him of plans that he has to be away the next week and 

proposes that Mr. Johnstone comes to his office to check any letters that arrive. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to P. Lowe about his reply to the advert for a clerk to index 

papers, asking Mr. Lowe to meet him the next day to discuss things further. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-932 

16th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking for permission to begin proceedings against James Clark, the manager at 

Armiston Station colliery for failing to weigh the amount of minerals gained by miners in 



contravention of Section 12 (1) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 since the miners are paid by 

the amount of minerals gotten by them. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-930,2nd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-933 

16th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to R. Smillie, miner's agent, promising to look into the matter 

of the supply of timber at Dykehead colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Thomas Thompson concerning the death of William 

Aitken. Despite the death not being accidental, which means that Mr. Atkinson puts it  in a separate 

list from most of his cases, he would still like details of the deceased's profession and the date of his 

death. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-934 

19th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Pumpherston Oil company on the subject of Causland Oil shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-935 

19th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the accident to Alex Gourdie and Robert Swan and suggesting 

that Mr. Gourdie should be proceeded against for contravening General Rule 12 (e) Section 49 of the 

Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Hermand Oil company,acknowledging the 

appointment of Daniel Nelson as the undermanager of their no.1 and 4 mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-936 

21st September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming the opening of a new seam in the 

no.3 pit at Brownyside colliery to be called the Brownyside Gas Coal seam and the resumption of 

work at the no.6 pit at Haddowfield. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-937 

26th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, asking to be given the plan of an abandoned mine in Stirlingshire issued by 

Summerford in the parish of Falkirk, number 363. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-938 

26th September 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, thanking him for forwarding a newspaper article 

on the Bristol explosion which Mr. Atkinson considers to be possibly caused by coal dust despite the 

article failing to mention it; mentioning that he believes that the ownership of a revised treatise on 

ventilation should go to those who prepared it with profits to go to mother(sic) and concluding that 

he has very little notification of mine agents, which are as often commercial men as miners despite 

often running the mines and if agents are to be notified it should be written in the act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a report by 

Mr. McLaren on the death of Alexander Redon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-939 

26th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, remarking that the 'other side' in the Armiston colliery arbitration has agreed to 

the proposed fee to reimburse the clerk in the case. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-928, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-940 

26th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that the company has taken over 

the Redford and Candie collieries in Muiravonside formerly owned by John Logan and sons, keeping 

on the present manager Robert Watt. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-941 



26th September 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Logan and sons, coal masters,confirming that they have sold their 

Candie and Redford collieries to James Nimmo and company with the previous manager Robert 

Watt staying in the position (see NEIMME-JBA-4-940 above). Mr. Atkinson also confirms that John 

Sharp has been made undermanager of Craigend colliery until (approx?) the 1st (October?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-942 

26th September/ 28th September 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Armiston Station colliery acknowledging his intent to 

get a steelyard for the pithead, but warning him that proceedings are being taken against him for the 

absence of a weighing machine at his pit (see NEIMME-JBA-4-932 etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing Mr. Johnstone's 

report on the death of Owen Gellick. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to D.Thompson,dated 28th September, suggesting a dinner and 

overnight stay if he meets up with Mr. Wilson in the near future, who Mr. Atkinson believes is still 

going out of town every night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-943 

29th September 1891  

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, informing of his plans to 

prosecute James Clark of the Armiston Station colliery for not having a weighing machine (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-942, 1st letter etc.) remarking that he noticed this himself when he visited the 

colliery on the 16th of the month. After reporting this to the Home Secretary, Mr. Atkinson remarks 

he has been given instructions as to how to proceed, and wishes Mr. Todrick to draw up a complaint 

for him to sign. Mr. Atkinson concludes by adding that if he is notified of the date of the hearing he 

will attend. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police 

information and enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the death of John Marshall. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-944 

29th September/30th September 1891 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.Thompson informing him that he has wired Mr. Wilson to inform 

him that Mr. Thompson will be in town the next day and could meet him between 11 and 12 o'clock 

at Mr. Atkinson's office. Mr. Atkinson proposes to meet Mr. Thompson at the Queen Street station 

and apologises that he received Mr. Wilson's wire too late to wire Mr. Thompson with the details. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to Mr. Sharp of Caldershead collieries on the subject of (the 

death to-see NEIMME-JBA-4-948 below) Thomas Brown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-945 

3rd October 1891 

Report from J.B. Atkinson on the death of John McIntyre (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-946, 2nd letter below). The 28 year old miner was killed by a premature explosion of 

shot in a stone mine being driven from the lower to the upper Drumgray coal seam in the no. 5 pit at 

Monkland owned by the Calderbank Steel and Coal company on the 28th September 1891 at about 

10:45pm. After inspecting the area three days later, Mr. Atkinson found that the deceased, a co-

contractor for the driving of the mine with a Mr. Elijah Port, had started work at about 7pm on the 

night of the accident accompanied by the miner Peter Smith, who was slightly injured by the blast. 

Mr. Jack, the manager of the mine, informed him that Mr. Smith took no part in the charging of the 

shot hole, which was done by Mr. McIntyre alone. Mr. Smith's statement informed him that the hole 

had been charged with about 2 lbs of compressed gunpowder which the deceased was in the 

process of steaming when the explosion occurred.  Mr. Atkinson puts forward the theory that the 

explosion may have been caused by a spark from the light held in his cap. Mr. Atkinson concludes 

that the deceased had violated General Rule 12 (d) in using a steel jumper for assisting in pushing 

bobbins of gunpowder into the hole, instead of the recommended wooden stemmer which Mr. 

Atkinson found some distance away from the explosion.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-946 

3rd October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-945. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the 

death of John McIntyre (see NEIMME-JBA-4-945 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-947 



Report on the death of James Meikle by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-948, 1st letter below). The 16 year old hutch coupler was crushed between loaded 

hutches on a main haulage road in the Gas Coal seam of the Fence colliery owned by the Hitshill and 

Lesmahagow Coal company on the 26th September 1891 at around 3 o'clock in the morning. After 

inspecting the area two days later, Mr. Atkinson found that the deceased, who had begun his shift at 

8pm the previous night was employed in moving 30 full hutches but had stopped when 5 full 

hutches came the other way and crushed him. Matthew Aird, a dookman, found the deceased in a 

position which suggested that he had fallen asleep and did not realise his danger. Mr. Atkinson 

confesses that many workers of such a young age fall asleep on the job at night, but points out that 

there is no law against their night time employment. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-948 

3rd October 1891 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing reports on the 

deaths of James Meikle (see NEIMME-JBA-4-947 above) and Thomas Brown. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Springbank Colliery company acknowledging their purchase of 

the Twidess (?) colliery from the Dunsyston Colliery company and appointing James Wilson as the 

certificated manager, renami8ng the mines Springbank nos. 7 and 8. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-949 

3rd October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, concerning the complaint 

against James Clark for not having a weighing machine on his premises despite using a payment 

system dependent on the weight per ton the miner was able to get. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-943, 1st 

letter). Mr. Atkinson confesses that he has never dealt with such a case under section 12 (1) of the 

Coal Mines Act before, where the miners could not be paid according to the weight of the mineral 

'gotten' by them and the material should be truly weighed. Section 12(2) has also been violated, 

since this notes that the manager must take all reasonable means to publish and enforce these 

provisions. Without a weighing machine and a man to weigh the minerals worked by the miner 

disputes were bound to arise when using this method of payment. Mr. Atkinson notes that Mr. Clark 

actually had a weighing machine on his premises but had not erected or used it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Waddell and Son acknowledging the appointment of James 

Allardice as the manager of the companies' Dalquhandy and Lassodie collieries. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-950 

3rd October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald McKillop confirming the starting of sinking a pit on the 

Stenhouse estate near Carron to be called the Stenhouse colliery no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-951 

3rd October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Linridge Coal company confirming the companies' working part of 

their virtuewell seam in Mossband colliery and raising it in their no.2 pit at Linridge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-952 

6th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police 

information and enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the death of Alex Marshall. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Baird confirming receipt of the notice of the death of Henry 

Ireland from injuries received at Leven colliery on the 16th September 1891 and reassuring Mr. Baird 

that the abandonment of Bogride requires no extra forms filling than the annual return of persons 

employed and minerals raised which Mr. Atkinson promises to send in December. Mr. Atkinson 

reasons that it might be best to send these two forms back first, and leave the rest until the 

beginning of the next year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-953 

5th October/6th October 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, refusing an undermanagers certificate to James 

Thompson since he has only acted as oversman since the 2nd April 1890 and referring to a Mr. Hays' 

letter of the 2nd September 1671(?) on the subject. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, dated 6th 

October,enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of Henry Ireland. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 6th October, 

enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of John McIntyre. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-954 

6th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Dundonald Coal company confirming that the Engine pit has been 

reopened and the glass and taryshaer(?) coal seams are being worked there, with Andrew Dunsire 

being appointed certificated manager of the companies' mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-955 

6th October/7th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on his visit to the divided Armiston colliery 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-876 etc.) Mr. Atkinson observes that the manager who previously ran the mine 

on his own does not approve of the new arrangement, while the newly appointed manager thinks it 

will work. As far as the problem of ventilation, Mr. Atkinson concedes that Mr. Clark has arranged 

that both managers have access to the division of the mine under the charge of the other manager 

and the probability of an accident is not high since the pit is not fiery. Despite this, the problem of 

who will be held responsible should an accident occur remains, and Mr. Atkinson concludes that 

since in every way except that of law, Mr. Clark is in overall charge of the colliery he could be the 

one to be held culpable. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Logan and sons, coalmasters, acknowledging the appointment 

of John McDonald as the manager of their Craigend and Whiterigg pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-956 

7th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir seeing no reason why a fireman on the night shift should 

not examine miner's places before they begin work and at Townhill colliery the practice of miners 

going to their work places before they have been examined and found safe is a violation of General 

Rule 4 and Mr. Atkinson is writing to the company to stop the practice. He also sees no reason why 

the fireman who made the first inspection should be the one who makes the second. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Townhill Coal company informing the company that the 

practice of allowing their miners to go to their places of work without checking their safety with the 

fireman who has inspected the places must desist (see letter above). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-957 

9th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, regarding the libel against 

Mr. Clark, assuring him that if the hearing occurs between 11 and 12 on the 19th October he will be 

able to attend and promising that Mr. Clark will not be able to dispute the absence of steelyards 

since he can prove they do not have them without citing miners. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Morrison of Newbattle colliery enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren 

which suggests that their D'Arcy limestone mine is breaching section 1 of the Metalliferous Mines 

Regulation act and reminding Mr. Morrison that it is the duty of the agent, owner and manager of 

the mine to enforce this rule. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-958 

9th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to the absence of a weighing machine at 

Armiston Station colliery, which was pointed out to him by the secretary of the Mid and East Lothian 

Miners Association and which he found to be true when he visited the colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-4-

949,1st letter etc). Mr. Atkinson further reports that the miners were being paid less than they 

should have been since the hutches carried more coal than they were credited with getting, and Mr. 

Clark showed no sign of remorse or will to change to serve the law, so proceedings were taken 

against him with the Secretary of State and should continue, with the case coming before the sheriff 

on the 19th October 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-959 

9th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland of Carron company confirming the reopening of their 

Herdslide pit to sink deeper from the splint to the soft coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-960 

9th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons acknowledging their opening of a new colliery at 

Standhill, Armadale, reopening their no.7 pit at Balquhatstone colliery to work the Lady Grange coal 

and their sinking of another shaft at Balquhatstone to be known as their no.8 pit. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-4-961 

9th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, referring to the enclosed communication as regards the supply of stationary until 

1893, remarking that he will not need any extra supply as referred to in the missive, apart from 

some ordnance geological maps of the district priced at about £20. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-962 

10th October 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of David McAlpine (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-963, 2nd letter below). The 51 year old coal miner was killed by a fall from the roof 

in his working place in the Ell coal seam of the Ell coal mine at the Linridge colliery on the 3rd 

October 1891 at around 12 noon. After visiting the scene of the accident three days later, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that no-one could be held accountable for the accident, since the roadsman  

Patrick Gemmils had visited the site only five minutes prior to the supposed time of the accident and 

found no evidence of danger. The problem was exacerbated by the fact that the death of Mr. 

McAlpine was not noticed until the morning of the 5th October, since the deceased lived alone, no 

alarm had been raised and his workmates assumed he had left the works after his shift. Despite 

bemoaning this, Mr. Atkinson points out that there is nothing in the rules which forces a late check 

of a mine to see if everybody has vacated it after a day of work or a check at the surface to see that 

all miners have left. Alex McIver, a roadsman, found his clothes near the site and noticed a fall at 

about 6:55 that morning. After examination there were no bones found to be broken so the 

assumption was made that he died of suffocation while the displacement of trees for shoring 

suggested the roof fall dislodged these also.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-963 

10th October 1891 

Two letters-  

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-962. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the 

death of David MacAlpine (see NEIMME-JBA-4-962 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-964 

12th October 1891 



Letter from J. B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow acknowledging that Dugald Baird has been appointed 

manager of Leven colliery with A. Beveridge and John Thorn appointed its undermanagers and the 

appointment of James Penman as the manager of Wellsgreen colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-965 

12th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, requesting that one or two 

miners may have to be called in the case against James Clark for lack of a weighing machine 

(NEIMME-JBA-4-958 etc.) since he can prove that Mr. Clark had no functional weighing machine but 

cannot prove the unfair method of payment used. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow advising him to find a place, if possible, for Mr. 

Haddow previously a manager at Armiston colliery. Mr. Atkinson believes friction arising from the 

division of the colliery has led to his leaving his (joint) position and would hate to see his talents go 

to waste. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-955, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-966 

15th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John W. Robertson assuring him that his concerns about the state of 

Birkrigg colliery and the situation at Steuther where  miners are not having their places inspected by 

firemen in the morning will be investigated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to a reapplication for certificate of 

service as undermanager by William Marshall as further evidence from a Mr. Muir confirming a 

letter from a Mr. Russell has shown 2 extra months service at Peultand to go with his 10 months at 

Collyshot, thereby rendering him within 9 days of being eligible for the certificate. In light of his long 

previous service, Mr. Atkinson thinks the certificate should be granted in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-967 

15th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Pittencrieff Coal company on the subject of Pittencrieff coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-968 



15th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown promising to enquire further into the matter of the 

inspectors or firemen at Dranent colliery, and advising him that he is taking proceedings against Mr. 

Clark for having no functional weighing machine in operation at Armiston Station colliery after 

confirming what he had been told by Mr. Brown. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-958 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company confirming that the company has 

commenced to work virtuewell coal from a new no.8 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-969 

15th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to G. Russell of Fairhill colliery on the subject of Fairhill coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-970 

15th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester (confirming the appointment) of Joseph Murray as 

undermanager of the East Roughrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-971 

15th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. King of Darngavil colliery confirming the commencement of sinking a 

shaft at Greyrigg to work the virtuewell coal to be called their no.5 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-972 

16th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson , receiver unknown, expressing his confusion that an independent inquiry 

should be made in a case where a miner (John McIntyre) was killed when charging a hole with 

explosives using a steel pimper to push the cartridges home in contravention of General Rule 12 (see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-945), unless the incident contravened a regulation in the Explosives act. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson. receiver unknown, agreeing in principle to the exemption from 2 

shafts at the no.1 and no.2 pits at Riddoch Hill colliery under section 18 (3) (a) of the Coal Mines act 

providing both pits have no fires underground for the sake of ventilation, that both complete a 

second shaft as quickly as possible, no more than 20 people are employed underground in either pit 

at any one time and that the exemption concludes on the 30th April 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-973 

16th October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an exemption to a second shaft at 

Brewsterwells colliery, under section 18 (2) (a), since the amount of coal to be worked is not 

sufficient to make it viable to repay the outlay on making a second shaft. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Townhill Coal company (confirming the appointment) of James 

Strachan as manager of Townhill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-974 

17th October 1891  

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of William Laing (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-

JBA-4-975, 2nd letter below). The 37 year old screenman whose duty was lowering wagons was 

killed when he was run over by wagons at Gilmerton colliery at about 4:50 pm on the 12th October 

1891. After visiting the scene of the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that as the 

deceased was lowering two empty wagons down a slight incline, he realised that 8 further wagons 

he had thought were properly secured behind him were not and followed him. Mr. Atkinson further 

concluded that, despite no witnesses to the incident, the evidence suggested that the deceased 

attempted to stop the wagons behind him by using a tree as a spoke between the wheels of the 

nearest wagon but it did not work and the tree jerked forward throwing Mr. Laing under the wheels. 

A  boiler fireman, Thomas Maxwell, found him under the wagons while a part of the tree was found 

in the wheels of one of the wagons. Mr. Laing himself could give no evidence as to what occurred 

and died within a few minutes of the incident. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the practice of using 

timber to try and stop the wheels of wagons, or spragging, is dangerous ( see NEIMME-JBA-4-895 for 

another example). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-975 

17th October 1891 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, acknowledging a letter 

and telegram received the previous day concerning the complaint against James Clark (see NEIMME-

JBA-4-968 etc.) and confirming that he has enclosed the new libel sent by Mr. Todrick and signed it. 

He also suggests that the 2nd November at 11am would suit him to attend at the Court. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Laing (see NEIMME-JBA-4-974 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to James Martin of Cutts Iron works concerning (an accident 

to? the death of?) a boy and proposing a visit to the mine the next Monday concerning the matter. 

(see NEIMME-JBA-4-978 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-976 

19th October/21st October 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Passenger Superintendent at Queen Street Station, Glasgow, 

concerning his train journey to Ladybank that day and the number of trains he had to take to get on 

towards Edinburgh and suggesting that the route via Edinburgth may still be considered an 

alternative since it does not stop at Ladybank. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington,confirming the diet for 

the complaint against James Clark received from Mr.Todrick and confirming that Friday the 30th 

October at 11am would suit him. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-975, 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-977 

23rd October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Small concerning the proposed public enquiry into the death of 

David McAlpine.  (see NEIMME-JBA-4-962) While not denying that the body lay in the pit from Friday 

to Monday before being found, Mr. Atkinson wonders whether any further new evidence will be 

forthcoming. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-978 

24th October 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of George Robertson (to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-979, 2nd letter below). The 13 year old miner's boy was killed when limestone above 

his head fell on him in the Cutts limestone mine on the 16th October 1891 at about 11:30 am. After 

inspecting the place three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded, after interviewing his employer 



Robert Emery, that  the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act of 1872 had not been contravened in any 

way. According to Emery, 16 years a miner, there was no warning of the danger of the area where 

the boy had been employed boring a hole in a loose block of lime when the accident occurred, he 

himself having worked there with no concern before being called away by a miner, Andrew Black 

and asking the deceased to carry on his boring work. Mr. Atkinson further adds that limestone in his 

opinion is much less likely to collapse than other materials without timbering. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-979 

24th October 1891 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-978. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on 

the death of George Robertson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-978 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company at Steuther colliery asking if John Brown has 

been appointed the certificated manager of the Steuther colliery and (asking if? confirming?) that 

more than 30 persons are usually employed underground in their no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-980 

24th October 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson  on the death of Thomas Neilson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-981, 2nd letter below). the 27 year old miner was killed when, in the process of 

stoping a vein of ore, the ore underneath fell away and the deceased went with it and was buried on 

the 21st October 1891 at around 8pm. He was not found until about 6am the next morning. After 

visiting the scene two days after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that a loose stemple close to 

the ore had fallen away causing the ore stuff to fall and that the workers were responsible for 

shoring the stemples sufficiently. The deceased and Adam Blackwood had already been informed, as 

their 2pm shift began, that another stemple had been giving way and had been shored up by a tree 

by the previous workers (William Blackwood and another). The overseer James Aitchison also stated 

visiting the site the day before the accident finding nothing wrong. Mr. Atkinson concludes that the 

mine is under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act 1872. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-981 

24th October 1891 

Three letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-4-980. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on 

the death of Thomas Neilson (see NEIMME-JBA-4-980 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Haddow promising to let him know if any jobs become available, 

while noting that there is a place advertised in the Glasgow Herald. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-965,2nd 

letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-982 

24th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clark of Armiston colliery confirming the appointment of William Gibb 

as manager of the Emily mine at Armiston. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-983 

26th October 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Robertson promising that Birkrigg and Steuther collieries are 

receiving his attention and steps will be taken to secure enforcement of the law.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Newbigging of Leadhills mines informing him that he has 

noticed on his visit the previous week regarding an accident that a shaft they went down by a ladder 

way was not divided as required by General Rule 9 of the Metalliferous Mines act and that this 

should be rectified. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to G.H.B. Hay, secretary of the Ballistrer(?) Mineral company asking if 

their company is mining ore in Sheltand or knows of any others that are doing the same as the 

Sheltand district falls within his inspectors remit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-984 

26th October/28th October/29th October 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. 

McLaren regarding Steuther colliery and recommending taking proceedings against William Brown 

for contravention of General Rule 4 and Special Rule 35. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.C. Lynn of Hermand mines, dated 28th October, thanking him 

for providing him with the section of strata from Hurlet coal and Bardiehouse he asked him for. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 29th October,enclosing 

a report on the death of Joseph Parkes. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-987 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-985-986 

28th October 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, providing further 

advice in the case of prosecuting R.Clark of Armiston colliery for the lack of a weighing machine in 

his premises. Mr. Atkinson proceeds to go through elements he believes Mr. Clark may bring up in 

his defence. Ignorance of the offence is no defence since it was Mr. Clark's duty to be familiar with 

the provisions and comply with the regulations of the Coal Mines Regulations act of 1887 and the 

weighing of coal cannot be dispensed with even if the workers agree to such a course, thereby 

rendering his agreement to follow that course only after coming to an agreement with his workforce 

unacceptable. The Inspectors of mines had not acquiesced to his desire not to use a weighing 

machine as they did not know that he didn't use one.  Of his inspectors, Mr. Johnstone had visited 

the pit twice previously but had not noticed the lack of a machine, while Mr. Atkinson himself had 

visited the pit once before without seeing anything amiss in that area, suggesting that a possible 

reason for this was that the area where weighing would be expected to take place was further apart 

from the entrances to the pit than at most other mines. The Inspectors of Weights and Measures, 

who under section 15 of the act are supposed to check the weighing machines used every six 

months, have no power to direct that a weighing machine must be used, only to test those that are 

in use. Another argument that since the offence had been undetected for three months and could 

therefore be seen to be outside the statutory limit is also ridiculed since an offence is still an offence 

whether detected or not. In concluding, Mr. Atkinson refers to his position as an inspector in the act 

if the defence tries to lay any blame on him for raising the matter. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-976, 2nd 

letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-987 

29th October 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Joseph Parkes (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal-see 

NEIMME-JBA-4-984,3rd letter above) The 38 year old drawer was killed by a fall of roof in a drawing 

road in the Kiltongue seam of the no.4 pit at Monklands owned by Calderbank steel and coal 

company on the 26th October 1891 at about 7:20 in the morning. After visiting the scene of the 

accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson learned that on the day of the accident the deceased and James 

Nesbitt, a fireman discovered a roof fall that had taken place at some time over the weekend about 

100 yards from a shaft at about 7:15am. Both began cleaning up, with Mr. Nesbitt breaking  large 

stones with a hammer as Mr. Parkes was filling loose stones into a hutch. Suddenly a 6ft stone fell, 

crushing Mr. Parkes and narrowly missing Mr. Nesbitt. The former died a few minutes later, while 

the latter insisted he had seen no danger before commencing the work as far as the roof was 

concerned. Despite the road not being timbered, Mr. Atkinson sees no blame to be attached to 

anyone over the accident. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-4-988 

30th October/2nd November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.Johnstone apologising that neither Mrs. Atkinson or himself will be 

able to attend Alex Park the next day, and enclosing two notices of accidents and a letter as to a 

certificate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Yeats of Machiehill Lime Works, dated 2nd November, 

acknowledging their starting operations to try and get coal and enclosing something that is not 

mentioned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-989 

2nd November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.Wilson promising to look into the question of ventilation at the 

Pumpherston and Burntisland mines while advising that in future miners should point out specific 

areas where ventilation is particularly bad  in their mines when complaining to him to act against the 

management's understandable desire to show inspectors the places that show their ventilation in 

the best possible light. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Robert Edmond. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-990 

3rd November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, elucidating General Rule 24 which states that if a 

mine is usually catered for by machinery, the person in charge of the machinery must be at least 22 

years of age, while if the machinery is used for conveying people up, down or along any internal 

shaft, plane or level, the person in charge must be at least 18. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.Small expressing his opinion that he would not go ahead with a 

public inquiry into the death of John McAlpine merely because his body was left in a colliery over a 

weekend, unless the other matters in connection with the mine which Mr. Small hints at, but does 

not specify,bear on the accident itself. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-977 etc.) Mr. Atkinson does concede that 

he would prefer a system whereby all fatal accidents in mines were followed by public rather than 



private enquiries but under the present system argues that this should only be resorted to in specific 

cases. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-991 

2nd November/3rd November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow of the Fife coal company confirming the appointment 

of William Mitchell as the undermanager of the no.2 pit at Leven colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by 

Mr. McLaren on the accident to James Eadie and advising that proceedings should be brought 

against George Welsh for unramming the shot in contravention of General Rule 12 (6) of the Coal 

Mines act but not against Alex Adamson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-992 

4th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Stuart regarding his letter regarding enclosures relative to 

spontaneous combustion. Mr. Atkinson thanks him for the newspaper cutting on the subject and 

returns it, while promising to pick up a mining institute volume on the subject while at a council 

meeting of the Institute the next night. Mr. Atkinson concludes by promising to look at the coal at 

Barneluith. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark at Armiston Station colliery reiterating the fact that the 

amount of coal worked by miners whose wages are dependent on the amount of mineral gotten by 

them must be weighed even if the miners concerned are against the idea since the Coal Mines act 

makes no exception (see NEIMME-JBA-4-985-986 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-993 

5th November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson concerning county ordnance maps referring to (mines? areas?) in Stirling, 

Lanark, Linlithgow, Perth and Clackmannan, Haddington, Fife and Kinross and Edinburgh and also 

referencing geological maps. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-994 



6th November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from (on behalf of?) J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, declaring that the delay in 

the issuing of the new abstracts of the Coal Mines act was due to his absence from his home has 

made him decide to publish the circulars in Glasgow. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn on the subject of Camelon coal. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn of Camelon colliery confirming receipt of the Special Rules 

proposed for Camelon colliery and promising to return it as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-995 

7th November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the solicitor of the Board of Trade on the subject of Carr Rock 

enclosing a report on the nature and properties of coal taken from the splint seam of the Fermegair 

and Barneluith collieries. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-996-997 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-996-997 

7th November 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the nature and properties of the coal wrought from the splint seam of the 

Fermegair and Barneluith collieries (to the solicitor of the Board of Trade-see NEIMME-JBA-4-995 

above). Mr. Atkinson locates the two collieries as adjacent to each other and lying about a mile 

south west of Hamilton with a similar quality seam throughout the two fields. Despite their 

reputation, Mr. Atkinson does not find the district  particularly gaseous and the methods of working 

at the upper seams tend to draw the splint seam, the lowest seam of fire-damp. He continues that 

the work places of both collieries are fairly dry; safety lamps are used at both collieries, although 

Fermegair is also partly worked with open lights; the mode of working is stoop and room or pillar 

and stall; Most of the coal is obtained from the removal of the stoops at the second working at 

Barneluith while 3 quarters of the coal is from the first working or solid places at Fermegair; 

gunpowder is used for blasting the coal at Fermegair but not at Barneluith; the Cannell coal is sold 

separately from the rest which Mr. Atkinson describes and shows with a sketch of a section of the 

seam showing the constitution of the Carr Rock; the seam is not liable to fires underground and 

finally Mr. Atkinson notes that a bing of splint coal containing over 4000 tons has lain on the surface 

at Barneluith since 1887 and shows no sign of heating. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-998 

7th November 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, agreeing with Mr. Wilson that the 

manager at Steuther colliery is to blame for matters complained of but adding that he may be able 

to wriggle out of taking blame by suggesting that the fireman as a competent person should have 

examined the area involved and that he had no knowledge that such an examination had not been 

carried out, since such an examination is required within 2 hours of the beginning of work in the 

Special Rules. To charge him, Mr. Atkinson can only suggest that the fireman testify that the 

manager ordered him to stop examining the area before completing his work. Mr. Atkinson arranges 

a meeting to discuss the matter further the next Monday at 2:30 pm. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-999 

9th November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report 

from Mr. McLaren on the death of Thomas Woods. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing Mr. Johnstone's 

reports on the deaths of John McDonald and James Frazer. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Gustard assuring him that he will answer any enquiries favourably 

as to the managership of Woodmuir colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-1000 

11 November 1891  

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths of Bonnybridge confirming the appointment of William 

Donaldson as manager of the Bonnybridge mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-1001 

13th November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (Glasgow) to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that matters relating to the disposal of reports by procurators 

fiscal of proceedings under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 and the Metalliferous Mines 

Regulation act 1872 had been forwarded to the Inspectors of Scotland in forms which could be 

retained by them, and that since the 29th May some prosecutions had taken place, and he would 

like to be forwarded with details of the proceedings. (see NEIMME-JBA-4-777 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-1002 



14th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Andrew Reid and Sons telling the company that he can provide 25 

copies of Explosions in Coal Mines at 4/6 a copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar coal company confirming the opening of a 

mine going from the surface at West Beuhar collieries to be called no.1.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-1003 

14th November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to draft a letter for him to sign concerning the 

violations made at the Burntisland oil company mines he observed during his recent visits to the 

mine and to send a copy of his report on the accident to Thomas Brown at Cattlehill colliery on the 

14th September 1891 since he did not send it in duplicate and he sent the original to the procurator 

fiscal. 


