
NEIMME-JBA-5 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-1 

16 November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on the 

death of Michael Kerr. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone informing him that he has had no letter concerning William Fauld, 

that he has not acknowledged a letter from a miner at Longriggend concerning a refused certificate that Mr. 

Johnstone was going to enquire about and should write in reply and commiserating with him on his ill health. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken acknowledging his letter concerning the electric plant and informing him 

that the paper on the subject (he refers to)is not by him but L.B. and C.W. Atkinson who he believes are affiliated to 

W.I. Goolden and company. Mr. Atkinson promises to ask the question suggested by Mr. Aitken to them if the 

authors are present at the discussion of the paper by them on the next Saturday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-2 

16 November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wallace, carriage hirer, arranging for a carriage to drive his wife from Hamilton 

station to Blackwood on Wednesday the 18th November at 11:21 am. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-3 

16th November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Burntisland Oil company expressing concerns with the 

ventilation at their 1, 2 and 3 mines with poor quality air and the presence of black damp being a particular concern 

reminding them that these problems should be dealt with. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-4 

17th November 1891 

Report from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the circumstances of the miner, Mr. McAlpine, being left dead and 

undiscovered in a mine owned by the Linnridge Coal company from Saturday the 5th October to Monday the 7th 

October. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the circumstances of Mr. McAlpine's death were accidental and that there is no 

rule which requires the owners of a mine to check that all miners are accounted for when a mine is closed, with the 

extenuating circumstance in this case being an early finish of work at the weekend. With this taken into account, Mr. 

Atkinson can see no reason for a public enquiry as requested in two letters by a Mr. Small. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-5 

18th November/19th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Russell concerning (the death of-see NEIMME-JBA-5-

7 below) a David Lawrie and arranging a meeting at Overtown Station the next day to visit the place of the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Climpy Coal company, dated the 19th November, confirming the reopening of 

their no. 4 mine to work the Climpy Gas Coal Seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-6 

19th November/20th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Phee assuring him that his application for an undermanagers certificate will be 

considered by him once the Home Office sends him notice of its suitability or not, and that a letter by Mr. Rowan will 

be kept by Mr. Atkinson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company, dated 20th November, acknowledging the 

appointment of Richard Grant as the manager of Callendar colliery in the room of William Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-7 

21st November 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of David Lawrie(to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-8 

below) The 57 year old bottomer was killed when he fell down a shaft from the Ell coal seam to the Main Coal seam 

of the Castlehill pit at Garriongill colliery owned by the Coltness Iron company on the 17th November 1891 at 

approximately 11:30 in the morning. Mr. Atkinson visited the site of the accident two days later and concluded that 

the accident was caused by the forgetfulness of the deceased who, he surmised,  pushed a hutch along to where he 

expected a cage to be along with a drawer, to take the load down to the Main Coal Seam from the Ell coal seam 

where he worked forgetting that he had sent down the cage. The hutch went over the side, Mr. Lawrie going with 

it,while the drawer saved himself by hanging onto the opened gate which led to the shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-8 

21st November/22nd November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-7. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of David 

Lawrie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-7 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 22nd November, asking Mr. McLaren to visit Broxburn to enquire 

about a fatal accident of which Mr. Atkinson has yet to be officially notified because of Mr. Atkinson's own ill health. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-9/10 

21st November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount  Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, providing reasons as to why he has requested to be given a number of ordnance and 

geological maps. Mr. Atkinson argues that such maps are necessary to differentiate between mines in differing 

counties with county boundaries being specified; that the routes to mines are conveniently found using such maps; 

the boundaries specified can determine to which procurator fiscal details of accidents and so forth are sent; surface 

marks can be delineated upon abandoned mines with the maps help; the maps can provide information as regards 

abandoned mines and old shafts which can avoid danger for new mines in their proximity; geological maps provide 

useful information on the geology of the district and new mines, in particular, can be accurately situated in a county 

with such maps. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-11 

21st November 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,informing him of occasions when he has not received reports on legal proceedings during 

1891- the charging of bottomer D. Speirs at Linlithgow on the 25th May; the charging of manager W. Walker at 

Airdrie in June; the charging of miner G. Hendry at Linlithgow in September; the charging of miner J. McDonough at 

Hamilton in September; the charging of sinker Alex Goudie at Dunfermline in September; the charging of fireman 

William Smith at Edinburgh in October and the charging of manager James Clark on the 30th October. Mr. Atkinson 

continues that he knows of one or two other cases of which he could not gain particulars, and that the Home Office 

which Mr. Matthews assured would send such reports in a letter of the 29th May had only sent one since. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-12 

21st November/23rd November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-11. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Reid and sons, dated 23rd November, confirming the sending of 25 copies of 

Explosions in Coal Mines, written by Mr. Atkinson and his brother William, by passenger train with the carriage paid. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-13 

24th November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, rejecting the application of Matthew Murdoch for an undermanagers 

certificate for the third time due to his lacking the appropriate time spent in the position since the passing of the 

Coal Mines act in 1887. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson accepting the application for undermanager by Henry Phee due to his period of 

service from 1886 to 1887 at Bothwell Castle colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report and enclosing 

Mr. McLaren's report on the death of John Stewart. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-14 

24th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, asking for the reservation of a bedroom on the night of Monday 30th 

(November) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. and G. Anderson confirming the appointment of John W. Walker as the manager 

of Barblues and Westcraig collieries in the room of George Anderson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-15 

25th November/ 28th November 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Mr. Clelland of the Carron company regarding (the 

death of- see NEIMME-JBA-5-17 below) Mr. S. Clelland and arranging a visit to the pit involved on the next Friday 

arriving at Grahamstoun station. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the 

death of Thomas Dryburgh. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Small.(see NEIMME-JBA-5-16 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-16 

28th November 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of William Small (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-15, 

3rd letter above).  The 35 year old labourer was crushed between two railway wagons at the screens of the Fence 

colliery owned by the Hitshill and Lesmahagow Coal company on the 24th November 1891 between 12 midnight and 

1 a.m. After visiting the site of the accident a day later Mr. Atkinson concluded that the death was not due to any 

breach of the Coal Mines Act or Special Rules relating to it, the deceased having been left alone after he and four 

others including a pitheadman had brought a wagon being loaded with coal forward to fill its hinder part. When he 

was found dead sometime later he was near the full wagon which had been pulled forward despite it being stated 

that no instructions had been made to do so, a ladder and a screen support being found nearby. Mr. Atkinson 

further remarks that the deceased had worked a shift the previous day from 6 a.m. till 4p.m and that day had begun 

work at 8 p.m., suggesting that Mr. Small may have been suffering from tiredness which may have had some bearing 

on the accident. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-17 

28th November 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Samuel Clelland ( to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-18, 2nd 

letter below).  The 32 year old collier was killed by a fall of roof stone in the no.2 section of the soft coal seam of the 

No.1 pit at Shieldhill colliery owned by the Carron company on the 24th November 1891 at about 10.15a.m. After 

visiting the scene of the accident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was at least partly 

caused by the deceased neglecting to shore up the stone in the roof with adequate timber. Mr. Clelland's brother-in-

law reported to Mr. Atkinson that,being the last person to have worked in the area of the accident, he had advised 

Mr. Clelland to shore up the area. Mr. Atkinson expresses his suspicions that the fireman Peter McDonald who 

examined the area at 6.15 that morning and saw no danger had not advised the deceased to use timber as he should 

have and therefore both he and the deceased showed negligence. Despite this, Mr Atkinson considers there to be no 

point in bringing a prosecution against the fireman since Mr. Clelland was equally at fault. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-18 

28th November 1891 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-17. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gair, procurator fiscal, Stirling, enclosing a report on the death of Samuel 

Clelland (see above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-19 

4th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company confirming that the company are about to open the Ell coal 

seam in their no.4 shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-20 

4th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Ferguson confirming that the Lochore and Capeldrae Cammel oil company have begun 

operations to reopen the East Mine at Lochore. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-21 

4th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Woodmuir colliery confirming the appointment of A.G. MacLartty as the manager of 

the Woodmuir colliery replacing a Mr. Walker. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-22 

5th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Colliery Guardian informing them that an article writer for their paper is 

apparently unaware that the parishes of Bothwell, Blantyre, Dalziel and East Kilbride in Lanarkshire have, since 1888, 

been considered as belonging to the West of Scotland district rather than the East partly in order to try and even up 

the disparity in the number of workmen in the two areas. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to the editor of the Colliery Guardian informing him that the previous letter may be 

published in the paper if it is deemed worthwhile. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-23 

5th December/6th December/8th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir promising to look into the reported lack of inspection of part of the Elgin 

pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson,Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, receiver unknown, (Mr. McLaren, Mr. Johnstone?) 

dated the 6th December, advising the receiver to call the next day at 8p.m. the next day for papers to index. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Prentice, dated the 8th December, advising him of his forthcoming visit to Mr. 

Prentice's Arden pit on the 10th December and hoping that he will join him on his inspection. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-24 

7th December 1891  

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Lochore and Capledrae Cammel Coal company acknowledging the appointment of 

Duncan Ferguson as the manager of the East Mine at Lochore and informing them that a copy of the abstract of (the 

Coalminer's?) Act has been sent to them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-25 

9th December/12th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Fifeshire Main collieries Ltd. on the subject of Fifeshire main coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gavin of Udston colliery, dated the 12th December, acknowledging the 

annnouncement of the death of John Kerr and thanking Mr. Gavin for the receipt of the section of the bore revealing 

the depth of the first limestone there. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-26 

9th December/12th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calderwood of Fifeshire Main collieries acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the 

proposed Special Rules for the collieries and associated papers but advising him that two copies need to be sent, 

advising him to send another as soon as possible and that one would be returned in due course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to William Henderson of Leavensect Mine regarding 

the (death? accident to?) Matthew Clarkin and advising him of his visit to the mine on the 11th December and asking 

for transport there by locomotive. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to George A. Mitchell, dated 12th December, enclosing a section of bore located 100 

fathoms below a virtuewell seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-27 

12th December 1891 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of John Kerr (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-28 below). The 

52 year old coalminer was injured by a fall of coal from the face of his work place at the no.2 pit at Udston colliery at 

about 8.45 on the morning of the 8th December, resulting in his death two days later. The day after the incident Mr. 

Atkinson visited the site and concluded that no blame could be attached to any person for the accident, which 

seemed to have happened while the deceased who had begun work at 7.00 a.m. was holing and a piece of the coal 

burst off the face and fell on him. The fireman who had examined the site before the workmen entered had declared 

it safe. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-28 

12th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Kerr. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-27 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-29 

14th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by Assistant Inspector McLaren on the accident to John Murphy, 

injured at the no.8 pit at Balquhatstone colliery when he returned to a gelatine-filled shot he believed had failed to 

catch fire. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-30 

15th December 1891 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery acknowledging the appointment of James Salmond as 

the manager of Fairhill colliery in Mr. Hastie's place. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-31 

17th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn of Camelon colliery on the subject of Camelon coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-32 

18th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, regarding an application by the (?) pit at Blairadam colliery for 

exemption from having two shafts at the Dunfermline splint seam of the mine and is accepted under section 18(iii) 

of the Coal Mines Act  if not more than 20 persons are allowed down the mine at any one time, the second outlet is 

made as quickly as possible and the exemption concludes on the 31st March 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George A. Mitchell thanking him for receipt of a letter containing Cleland bore and 

a copy of Glencraig bore also. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-33 

19th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Kirkby enquiring about the thickness of carboniferous rocks in Fife with regards to 

the measurements taken by Mr. Kirkby along the Fife coast. Mr. Atkinson also enquires about the presence of ash 

beds which he believes would be unique to Scotland and informs Mr. Kirkby that he is expecting to obtain a 

specimen of limestone from Garnock colliery of which he promises to send an example to. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report 

on the death of Walter McPherson and the injury to Angus McPherson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-34 

19th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company confirming the company has opened two new pits nos. 2 and 

3 at Hadshill with John Wardlaw being appointed manager and two new pits at Dewshill nos.1 and 3 with Douglas 

Jackson as manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-35 

19th December 1891 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths confirming a visit to 'the works' on the next Wednesday if Mr. Griffiths is 

there and promising to show him some rock specimens. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Roy of Luirigg colliery arranging a visit to the colliery on Tuesday the 22nd 

December for an inspection and to discuss a plan he had left with Mr. Roy on his last visit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calderwood of Fifeshire main colliery arranging a visit to the colliery on Monday 

the 21st December to discuss the exemption from two shafts that has been applied for. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-36 

19th December/21st December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Walker of Bathville collieries enclosing a list of mines in the district along with the 

sizes of their shafts, adding that Dalbeath appears to have the largest. Mr. Atkinson also requests a detailed copy of 

the bore to the Balbardie coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works, dated 21st December, reporting on the following 

breaches of the Coal Mines Regulation act noticed by Mr. Johnstone on a visit to Dewshill colliery and asking for 

them to be rectified- shaft tops being unfenced when sinkers were at the bottom of the shaft; bellmarks left 

unfenced; no signing of daily or weekly reports on the shafts since the 18th November; no signed report on the state 

of machinery since the 8th December; no signed pitheadmans' reports at all and no abstract of the Coal Mines act 

posted in the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-37 

21st December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Faulds informing him that his application for undermanager would probably 

not be granted since at the time of the passing of the act concerned he was a contractor at Springbank colliery and 

had not been an oversman previous to that date and within 5 years of it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (William Faulds?), turning down Mr. Faulds'  application for 

undermanager (see above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-38 

22nd December/24th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an exemption from 2 shafts at the no. 1 pit at Kinedden 

providing that no more than 20 persons work underground at one time, no fires are used underground for 

ventilating or other purposes, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 

31st March 1892. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Salmond of Barncluith colliery arranging a visit to Fairhill colliery the next 

Thursday to enqure about the accidents that have been reported there and hoping for an interview with one of the 

persons injured by gunpowder, injuries permitting. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson,Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James McGill of Burntisland mines, dated 24th 

December, arranging a visit to the mines the following Monday regarding (the injury to? death of?) John Morgan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-39 

24th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow remarking that the practice of clearing a needle hole of a shot that has 

missed fire does not seem to him to be an example of unramming or in any way illegal. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to R. McLaren commiserating with him over his attack of influenza, asking him to 

draw up a number of forms to send to procurator fiscals for them to attach particulars of cases for Mr. Atkinson to 

sign and confirming that Mr. Johnstone has agreed to cover the Fife area for the first and third 3 months of each 

year while Mr. McLaren will be responsible for Edinburgh and its surrounding area in the new year. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing of Brewster Wells colliery confirming the receipt of a tracing plan of the 

colliery which Mr. Atkinson promises to return within a few days. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-40 

26th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren confirming receipt of an interesting report by Mr. McNeil which he has 

returned by post, asking Mr. McLaren to send Mr. Johnstone a list of new mines to enter into his output book and 

inquiring whether he had received his letter of the 24th (see NEIMME-JBA-5-39, 2nd letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland thanking him for the sections of the Cadder and Nether Croy fields 

which he finds very interesting. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, confirming receipt of his memo and the 

reply of the treasury concerning deputization of Inspectors regarding superannuation. Mr. Atkinson suggests that (a 

Mr.?) Ford should be interviewed first and remarks on his willingness to share the expense of a solicitor to draw up a 

reply. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-41 

26th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Walker of Bathville collieries thanking him for the cores and section of the deep 

bore, and confirming that Mr. Johnstone will enquire into the accident of Robert Butter which Mr. Walker has 

reported. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Walker of Springwell colliery confirming the appointment of Samuel Anderson 

as the manager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-42 

28th December/29th December 1891 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report on 

the death of Robert Spittal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Mr. Anderson confirming the wire received about a 

fatal accident at Lochgelly and promising to visit there the next day to see the area where it took place. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir disagreeing that the manager of the Fifeshire Main collieries is breaching 

section 55 of the Coal Mines Regulation act with a Special Rule regarding a proposed contract of service, arguing that 

the matter concerns the owners and the men only. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-43 

29th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Mitchell of Liuridge colliery confirming the appointment of Mr. Mitchell as the 

manager of the Liuridge and Mossband collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-44 

29th December 1891 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Mitchell of Liuridge colliery confirming the abandonment of work at two small surface 

mines at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-45 

29th December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Kennedy of Broxburn mines arranging a meeting the next day at the mines 

concerning the gunpowder accident to D. Syme and hoping to meet with the injured party if possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Thompson of the Caledonian Mineral Oil company confirming that he has 

heard of the sudden departure of Mr. Barburn, the certificated manager of the companies mines. Mr. Atkinson 

advises that the mines can continue to work without a manager for 14 days under section 20(3) of the Coal Mines 

act and even longer if necessary under section 20(3) (a) and (b). Mr. Atkinson further advises that as long as the 

period taken to appoint a new manager has as little delay as possible to make a proper selection, the company 

should have no legal problems. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-46 

31st December 1891 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, confirming receipt of a form of claim and 

that it has been forwarded to the Home Office and confirming information on the capitation fee to be allowed for 

the Secretary and Examiners of the board in the future,to go with their existing fees. Mr. Atkinson asks to be 

informed of the number of candidates at the last examination and how many gained first and second class 

distinguished passes. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James McKillop thanking Mr. McKillop for an address on mining sent to him and 

expressing interest in the cores at Slamannan since he is led to believe that Mr. McKillop has bored into the 

Millstone grit there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-47-51 

1st January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Robert Watters (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-

52, 2nd letter below). The 16 year old drawer was killed when his head was caught between the east side cage and 

the pit head plate at the Mellgund pit at Lochgelly colliery and fell down the approximately 56 fathoms to the 

bottom on the 28th December 1891 at approximately 5:45 a.m. After visiting the pit the next day and sketching the 

site of the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the engineman Robert Allen and the pitheadman Andrew Cook 

were probably partly to blame. Two single decked cages were in use to traverse the pit. Mr. Anderson, the manager, 

remarked that the pit had a regulation forbidding one cage to ascend while the other descended, although Mr. Allen 

denied knowledge of it, saying the practice occurred all the time. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the Coal Mines act does 

not expressly forbid the practice. Mr. Cook remarked that he knew of a rule that men carrying picks were not 

allowed to descend while others were ascending, but Mr. Suttie the temporary bottomer at the time of the accident 

said he had not heard of it. Mr. Anderson concludes that the accident occurred because Mr. Cook, the pitheadman 

had left his post for his cabin and did not hear the signal from the bottom that people were entering the cage. Mr. 

Allen remarked that he did not think anybody was entering the East side cage that he could see at the time of the 

accident despite the fact that the miner William Hodge and a boy named James Shand had entered it from the South 

side of the shaft and James Craig, a drawer, had entered it from the North Side. As the deceased tried to enter from 

the North side, Mr. Allen moved the cage away having heard the signal to ascend which Mr. Cook had not 

contradicted and Mr. Watters was caught in the upper side of the cage. James McKenzie, a repairer,(presumably also 

waiting to get on from the North side?) reports holding onto the deceased's head to prevent him falling down the 

shaft. As the cage began to move, Mr. Craig who did not know what had happened, jumped out of the cage causing 

Mr. McKenzie to lose his grip and the deceased to fall down the shaft. Mr. Anderson concludes that Mr. Allen should 

not have moved the cages until he had received a confirmatory signal from Mr. Cook.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-52 

1st January 1892 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,enclosing Mr. Johnstone's report and 

returning police information on the death of Robert Butter and the injury to Robert Young. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal,Dunfermline,enclosing a report on the death 

of Robert Watters (see NEIMME-JBA-5-47-51 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal,Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of William Dowrie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-53 

1st January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, asking for a list of prosecutions -rest 

illegible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-54 

2nd January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren querying his train travel expenses, remarking that a journey that Mr. 

Atkinson took from Queen Street to Lochgelly cost substantially less than the trips made by Mr. McLaren on the 

same journey on the 8th, 16th and 26th (December?). Mr. Atkinson also argues that a trip to Coalburn was made 

more expensive by coming into Glasgow, which he advises Mr. McLaren to avoid doing from then on. Mr. Atkinson 

reminds Mr. McLaren that only the shortest possible route should be taken. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Anderson thanking him for receipt of the section of Lochgelly that he has been 

sent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-55 

2nd January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the surveyor at Glasgow Post office remarking that he has been informed that three 

out of a number of circulars that he has sent out to mine owners have been given extra charges which he encloses 

while querying what the charges were for. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesties' Inspector of Schools, thanking him for providing him with 

details of the number of candidates who took the last exam (see NEIMME-JBA-5-46, 1st letter). He also remarks that 

he does not read the circular that is sent regarding the payment of examiners and their secretaries, and passes on 

the information he has received regarding this from a letter he has received, along with capitation fees for 1st and 

2nd class candidates. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-56 



2nd January/5th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Salmond of Barncluith colliery wishing to be informed whether the use of 

gunpowder has been discontinued at Fairhill colliery in its dry and dusty areas, and informing Mr. Salmond of his 

wish to take a statement from those who were injured in the gunpowder explosion at the colliery as soon as they are 

recovered from their injuries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson ,procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, regarding the accident to David 

Syme. Mr. Atkinson returns the police information on the case, and cannot find fault with their reading of the 

events. Although there is no specific Special Rule in the Coal Mines act forbidding the use of lamps in their caps 

when using gunpowder, Mr. Atkinson remarks that the company involved have a strict regulation forbidding it, and 

therefore Mr. Syme has been severely punished for doing so. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison, dated 5th January, confirming receipt of a letter asking for a copy of a 

certificate. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Morison to apply for a copy to the Secretary of State, and gives him the number 

(of the certificate?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-57 

4th January/5th January 1892 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson implying that a miner's agent has brought up the question of 

Scottish mining districts which the Secretary of State has brought up, with the suggestion that a third district in the 

area should be created. Mr. Atkinson expresses his satisfaction with the status quo along with Mr. Ronaldson in a 

report, as he believes that an Inspector should be responsible for all the mines in his district. Mr. Atkinson also 

remarks that he believes a Mr. Gerrard will take Mr. Dickinson's berth, that he does not have the coal dust report, 

and that he will not attend Mr. Brown's dance. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 5th January, remarking that he does 

not intend to make a report on the accident to James Brown and Robert Lait at Fairhill colliery although that may 

change after he has interviewed the two injured parties. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he would gratefully receive 

any statement made by either. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-58 

6th January/8th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, remarking that he has received a circular 

similar to the one sent by Mr. Calder in his last letter (see NEIMME-JBA-5-55, 2nd letter) and a further one from 

Newcastle regarding a resolution passed on the subject which Mr. Atkinson supposes to have been made before the 

latest seal of remuneration was promulgated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 8th January, advising 'Bill' to inform Mr. Lushington that 

their list of explosions did proceed past 1851 but that the commission declined to use it; that he should also be 

informed their list is mostly guided only by official reports; that large plans of large explosions brought before the 

commission should only be accompanied by circumstances if either of them had been personally acquainted with 



the accidents unless 'Bill' thinks otherwise; a memo is enclosed on the deposition of coal dust (NEIMME-JBA-5-59?) 

and that the commission is definitely needed if witnesses like W.F. Hall are anything to go by.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-59 

Date unknown 

Letter (memo?) from J. B. Atkinson (to W.H. Atkinson-see NEIMME-JBA-5-58, 2nd letter above) concerning the 

position of coked coal dust after explosions as regards Mr. Atkinson's beliefs on the danger of coal dust, containing a 

sketch of the proposed movement along a gallery. Mr. Atkinson proposes that the movement is comparable to the 

movement of snow at temperatures freezing or just below freezing on tree trunks in the direction of the wind. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-60 

9th January 1892 

Two letters-  

The first a continuation of the undated NEIMME-JBA-5-59. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.W. Carter asking him to provide the amount of coal produced at the (Collieries 

owned by?) Liurigg Coal company prior to 23rd February 1891 as the company's annual return only provides 

information after that date. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-61 

9th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Gerrard congratulating him on his new position replacing Mr. Dickinson as what he 

describes as the chiefest inspector. Mr. Atkinson also enquires on the proposed extermination of pike in the Lake of 

Monteith in Stirlingshire by Glasgow anglers keen to fill the lake with trout, and what can be done to avoid this such 

as a company of limited liability to deal with the problem. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, on the accident to Adam Hunter, which 

Mr. McLaren reported was caused by the wheeler allowing the (cake? rake?) to move to fast causing tubs to derail, 

although Mr. McLaren adds that the injured party was foolish to walk up on an incline behind an ascending (cake? 

rake?) of tubs. Mr. Atkinson also returns police information on the case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-62 

11th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company acknowledging that they have commenced sinking a pit on 

Drumshoreland Moor in Uphall to be called the Roman Camp no. 2 pit. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-63 

11th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson returning a copy of 'Bill's' letter to Mr. Lushington, correcting his 

deposition on coal dust (see NEIMME-JBA-5-59) and promising to look into the matter of earlier explosions if earlier 

abstracts can be sent to him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt of West Drumgray colliery confirming the appointment of John Paul as 

the manager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-64 

12th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron works confirming the companies' abandonment of all 

their pits at Stepends since the 11th November 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-65 

12th January/13th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Trevis Holmes thanking him for his letter and two fuse igniters, one of which he 

promises to send to Mr. Ronaldson. Mr. Atkinson promises to write further on the topic when he has examined 

further the adaptability of the appliance. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of George Sneddon. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 13th January, 

 enclosing a report on the death of William Rennie. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-66 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-66 

13th January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of William Rennie (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-65 above). 

The screenman, aged about 40, was crushed between the buffers of two loaded coal trucks at approximately 

10:20am on the 11th January at Eddlewood colliery owned by John Watson Limited and died from his injuries a few 

minutes later. After visiting the site of the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson surmised that the incident was 

accidental in nature - the deceased being believed to have tried to push one loaded coal truck forward with the 

result that either the truck moved backwards or the two trucks behind moved forward resulting in him being 

crushed. There were no witnesses to the incident, but the pitheadman and his assistant heard a cry and found Mr. 

Rennie lying clear of the wagons with a pinch beside him. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-67 

14th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson reiterating his argument that the movement of plastic coal dust 

onto the props he mentions would be in the same direction as the air is moving at the time (of the experiment?) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons confirming the appointment of John Hunter as the under-

manager of Sheardale colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-68 

16th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company confirming that the company have opened out a new pit at 

Callendar to be called the no.12 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-69 

16th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd confirming that Thomas Thompson has been appointed manager of 

Eddlewood colliery and James Bain as the manager of Binniehill and Lodge collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-70 

16th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery asking for the amount of coal worked at Cornsilloch 

and Milburn during the part of the year before a Mr. Russell took over (the pits) or provide him with information as 

to who to apply to for the information. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell of Longriggend confirming that the Lower Drumgray seam of the 

no.15 pit at Longriggend has begun to be worked. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-71 

18th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking permission to purchase a cabinet to keep the maps of the district supplied by the 

ordnance survey and geological survey departments, as he professes to have no closets or drawers suitable to hold 

them in. Mr. Atkinson wishes the cost not to exceed £4 and promises to construct the cabinet as cheaply as possible 

if it is agreed upon. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-72 

18th January/19th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Salmond informing him of his next day visit to the Fairhill colliery and his hopes to 

meet with Mr. Brown and Mr. Tait if possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark,dated 19th January, enclosing a report 

by Mr. Johnstone on the death of John Park. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-73 

19th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the discontinuation of working at the no.5 mine at Hopetown in 

Kirkliston owned by Mr. Fyfe's company and advising him to return the plans of its workings directly to the Secretary 

of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-74 

19th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of the Haywood Gas and Coal company confirming that the company has 

begun work at a new pit at Haywood to be named the no.14 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-75 

19th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Saline Valley Coal company informing the company that since they have given notice 

of the carrying out of operations at their mines, the persons employed by them should have been entered in their 

annual return. Mr. Atkinson encloses the return so this can be carried out. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-76 

19th January/20th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, informing him of amendments to papers; his belief that the Home 

Office should not make changes to district boundaries without consultation with the Inspectors; that 'Bill' should 

have information on salt mines; that Mr. Atkinson has not begun (work) on the explosions yet and that he is thinking 

of removing the examples of mine explosions that can be strongly presumed to have been caused by coal dust and 

emphasising them in some way. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,enclosing a plate of drawing to be inserted into his Annual Report as the Inspector of 

Mines for the Eastern District of Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-77 

20th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Donaldson, secretary of the Auchinstilloch Gas and Coal company confirming the 

appointment of John Sloss as the manager of their colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-78 

20th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R and J. Durie of Elphingstone colliery confirming the appointment of John McMiller as 

the manager of their colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-79 

20th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calderwood of the Fifeshire Main colliery on the subject of Fifeshire main coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-80 

20th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Mr. Waugh of Motherwell colliery on the subject of (the 

injury/death of?) Samuel McDually and Mr. Atkinson's plans to visit the colliery the next day to inspect the place. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, coalmasters, advising them of a trip to Coalburn at 9am the 

next Friday (the 22nd) to visit Bellfield to investigate their claim for exemption from the 2nd shaft. Mr. Atkinson also 

asks for the train to be stopped at Bellfield so he can return about two hours later. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-81 

20th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson, coalmasters, confirming the appointment of John Thornton as the 

manager of their Westcraig colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-82 



20th January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of William Williamson (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-83, 

3rd letter below). The 24-year old pitheadman was killed by the movement of a winding engine drum as he was 

leaving its insides at Machan colliery owned by Howie and Frain on the 15th January 1892 at approximately 1 pm. 

Mr. Atkinson concluded that the incident was of an accidental nature, caused as the deceased attempted to secure a 

veal after a winding engine drum shaft  had broken. The owner John Howie and others apart from the deceased had 

attempted to move the broken drum on its axis with levers to secure the veal and Mr. Williamson had crept through 

one of the four cheeks of the drum to unclamp an upper rope which had destroyed its state of equilibrium causing 

the drum to move a few inches and crush the deceased's head as he attempted to escape. Mr. Howie professed that 

he had not anticipated this possibility and, although the drum shaft was made of cast iron, a material not usually 

used, Mr. Atkinson could see no blame to be placed anywhere. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-83 

20th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-82. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Grant of Callender colliery advising him that a plan for the abandoned no. 11 pit 

will probably not need to be sent to him, since the pit had been replaced by the no. 12 pit and a seam had not been 

abandoned. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Williamson (see NEIMME-JBA-5-82 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-84 

21st January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, asking for his list of prosecutions for the year 1892 

under the Coal Mines act as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-85 

21st January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the secretary of the Royal Commission on Labour asking to be provided with a copy of 

the evidence given by the mining agents Smillie and Small before the Royal Commission. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to P. Thornton of Crofthead and Fallshill collieries confirming the appointment of 

Joseph Woods as the manager of the no. 3 pit at Crofthead replacing Mr. R. Wardlaw. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-86 



21st January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first, writer (BG?)  and receiver unknown, arranging a meeting with a Mr. R. the next day to play golf on the next 

Saturday and asking the receiver to inform a Mr. M. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone arranging a Saturday night meeting to discuss the mines that have not 

sent in their (annual) returns and advising him that in his opinion the evidence given by a Mr. Smillie to the Royal 

Commission on Labour should be responded to, and that he has asked the commission for a copy of Mr. Smillie and 

Mr. Small's given evidence (see NEIMME-JBA-5-85, 1st letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, expreessing his opinion that no 

proceedings should be brought in the case of the death of Robert Waters in reply to the Crown Counsel, while 

acknowledging a letter from the fiscal and returning relative papers on the issue. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-87 

22nd January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries regarding the 

accident to Andrew Beveridge and arranging a visit to Cowdenbeath by train on the 25th to investigate the issue.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Thompson, oversman of Roughrigg colliery, replying that a Mr. McKay has 

not yet sent details to determine whether Mr. Thompson is eligible for an undermanager's certificate. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an exemption for the no.4 pit at Bellfield from 2 outlets 

under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 providing that no more than 20 persons are employed 

underground at any one time, no fire is used underground until there is a second outlet, the second outlet is 

completed as quickly as possible and that the exemption ends on the 30th April 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-88 

22nd January/ 23rd January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information on the 

accident to Mark Donnelly and passing on Mr. McLaren's conclusion that no-one is to blame for the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Frank Wilson, miner, dated 23rd January, promising to look into his complaint 

about the ventilation at Brownlee colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W. Baird and company at Westfield mine, dated 23rd 

January, concerning the accident to John Ferguson and arranging a visit to the mine on the 26th, while also 

requesting an explanation for the lateness in reporting the accident which would seem to contravene the Coal Mines 

act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-89 



23rd January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Dougall of Stenhouse and Woodilee mines asking for the immediate sending in of 

their returns, the lateness of which has already contravened the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.W. Carter asking for information, which, Mr. Carter is informed, he, as an owner 

and/or agent of a colliery, (Liurigg?)  is obligated to give by law. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-90 

23rd January/24th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Grant of Glasgow observatory asking for the height of the barometer and 

whether it is rising or falling as he has done for Mr. Atkinson in the past two years to be added to the list at the times 

of the specified explosions in 1891. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking for a list of prosecutions by date from the list provided apart 

from the Metalliferous Mines case. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 24th January, admitting to being mistaken as to the 

number of men burnt in three districts at the face in the Clay Cross explosion and asking for 'Bill' to put him right if 

he has carelessly done any abstracts, which he implies he has already been accused of. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-91 

(25th January 1892?) 

Report on the death of Samuel McCulley by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-92, 

2nd letter below). The 41 year old coalminer was injured by a fall of roof stone in the splint coal seam of the no. 4 pit 

at Motherwell colliery on the 19th January 1892 at about 11.30 in the morning. The deceased, employed by John 

Watson, died of his injuries at the Glasgow Royal hospital a day later. After visiting the scene of the accident a day 

after Mr. McCulley's death Mr. Atkinson concluded that no one could be blamed for the accident, but added that 

had more trees been set to hold up the roof the accident would not have happened. The evidence given by the 

foreman Samuel Miller and his workmate William Dempster suggested that nothing seemed to be amiss at the time 

of the accident. A roadsman William Reed helped in bringing the deceased to the surface, while Mr. Miller suggested 

that another tree had been set at the scene the last time he had visited the area. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-92 

25th January 1892 

Two letters-  

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-92. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Samuel 

McCulley (see NEIMME-JBA-5-92 above) and suggesting if he has mistaken the area of the accident to send it to Mr. 

Wilson (of the Hamilton district). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-93 

25th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works confirming that the Iron company had opened a new 

pit at Bailliesmuir with the appointment of John Wardlaw as its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-94 

26th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons telling the company that he has only received the annual 

returns from its Rosebank colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Grant of the Glasgow observatory thanking him for providing the 

barometrical information he had asked for (see NEIMME-JBA-5-90, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-95 

26th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a list of cases under the 

Coal Mines act and asking for the dates of the offences involved to be added to them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company confirming the appointment of William Barborn as the 

manager of the Brownrigg collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-96 

27th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Westrigg coal company confirming the appointments of Archibald Robertson and 

William Mack as the manager and undermanager respectively of the Westrigg collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-97 

27th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J. Gerrard expressing his strong disagreement with regulations affecting Mr. Gerrard 

called the 10 hour regulation. Mr. Atkinson encloses details as to why this does not affect him or his brother Bill 



while suggesting that the rule be protested against strongly at the next meeting by Mr. Gerrard and a Mr. Hedley 

who Mr. Atkinson knows has already protested. Mr. Atkinson also suggests that Mr. Gerrard should send in his next 

expenses account he should ignore the new regulation. Mr. Atkinson also mentions a forthcoming fishing trip to Loch 

Tay in February. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-98 

27th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie concerning his query regarding the case where a checkweigher working 

mines was deemed not eligible to examine a mine under General rule 38 of the Coal Mines act. Mr. Atkinson regrets 

that he cannot find the cutting referring to the case but confirms that the letter in which he referred to it was sent 

on the 18th January 1890. Mr. Atkinson also confirms that the case referred to Mr. Indian, the checkweigher bringing 

the case against a Mr. Burn, the owner of the West Stanley colliery and was heard before the Lanchester magistrates 

who found in favour of the defendant with a subsequent appeal before the court of Queens Beach upholding the 

decision. Mr. Atkinson promises to inform Mr. Jones, the barrister who acted for the miners in the case to send him 

the exact date  of the appeal to send on to Mr. Smillie (see letter below). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L. Atherley-Jones, M.P. asking for the date of the hearing of the appeal of Mr.Indian 

the checkweigher against Mr. Burn, the owner of West Stanley colliery (see letter above). Mr. Atkinson believes it to 

have been heard at some point between the end of 1889 and the beginning of 1890, and also asks for information as 

to where he can read the arguments given by both sides in the appeal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-99 

Undated 

Three telegram appeals- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Auchinstilloch Gas Coal company asking for their annual returns immediately. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the owner of Wester Crosshill colliery asking for their annual returns immediately. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Dougall and son at Bonnybridge asking for their annual returns immediately. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-100 

Undated 

Four telegram appeals- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Paul and sons at Mosside colliery asking for their annual returns immediately. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Walker at Springwell colliery asking for their annual returns immediately. 

The third from J. B. Atkinson to Sneddon and Edwards at Greystonelea colliery asking for their annual return 

immediately. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dunn at Camelon colliery asking for their annual return immediately. 



Two further appeals to R. Dougall at Stenhousemuir mine and the Liurigg coal company at Bridgehouse colliery are 

noted but have been crossed out. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-101 

28th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Thompson of Roughrigg colliery regarding his application for an undermanager's 

certificate. Mr. Atkinson notes the letter from a Mr. McKay regarding his service on the 28th September of the  

previous year, though also notes that he has heard nothing more from him. Mr. Atkinson also reminds Mr. 

Thompson that his eligibility depends on his proving that he has worked as an oversman for 12 months of the five 

years previous to the passing of the act on the 16th September 1887 or that he was working as an oversman at the 

time of the passing of the act. Mr. Atkinson expresses his doubts as to his eligibility, noting his statement that at the 

time of the passing of the act, he had been working at the coal for (only) three years. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-102 

28th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Stand Coal company asking for an immediate explanation why no annual return 

has been sent from the Rocksoles pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Birkenshaw Coal company asking for an immediate explanation why no annual 

return has been sent from the Canderside pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons asking for the immediate dispatch of annual returns for the 

Riggside and Slentore pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-103 

28th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Laurigg Coal company confirming the appointments of Alexander Park and William 

Moffat as the manager and undermanager respectively of the companies' Bridgehouse colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-103A 

28th January 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Springbank Colliery company asking to be given the output for Dunsyston colliery 

for the full year and not just the time since the company has taken it over to add to their annual returns. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, coalmasters at Larkhall, asking to be given their annual 

return of persons employed and minerals raised at Bellfield colliery. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two outlets at the no. 1 mine at 

Beuhar under section 18 (iii) of the Coal Mines act of 1887 provided that no more than 20 persons are employed 

underground at any one time, no fire is used to ventilate the mine or for any other purpose, the second outlet is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 31st July 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-104/5 

28th January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Andrew Beveridge (to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-

5-107, 2nd letter below). The 33 year old pit bottomer was crushed against door heads of a cage as it moved away 

while he was attempting to get into it and died from this or the subsequent falling down 38 fathoms of the mine 

shaft at the Lochgelly splint and parrot seam of the no. 7 pit at Lumphinnans colliery owned by the Cowdenbeath 

Coal company on the 21st January 1892 at about 2.15 pm. After visiting the scene of the accident four days later, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that there were no grounds for prosecuting anyone for breaching the Coal Mines Regulation act 

of 1887 or any General Rules provided, but noted that the accident was caused by a W. Kinnell who raised the cage 

immediately after the deceased had signalled the cage away, a breach of custom since it was general to wait a 

second or two before raising after a signal and that Mr. Kinnell should have been released from working the winding 

engine at 5 or 6 that morning since he had started work at 5pm the previous day, but because of a dispute and 

difficulties in getting enginemen, he had been kept on.  Despite these troubling elements, Mr. Atkinson notes that 

Mr. Kinnell, as a 22 year old, was not in breach of General Rule 24 as to the age of an engineman and that there was 

no way for him to know that someone was trying to board the cage after a signal had been given. Mr. Atkinson 

received evidence from a Mr. H. Mungall, the agent of the colliery, who informed him of the dispute between the 

company and its enginemen and the overworking of Mr. Kimmell. The accident also involved four miners, three of 

whom entered the top storey of the double decked cage, while the remaining miner James Stevenson had entered 

the lower storey before the deceased signalled to lift the cage and attempted to enter that bottom storey. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-106 

28th January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Robert Boyd (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-107, 3rd 

letter below). 

The 45 year old oversman fell from a scaffold in the shaft of the no. 1 pit at Clyde colliery on the 18th January 1892 

at about 2.30 pm, and subsequently died from his injuries. After examining the scene of the accident two days later, 

Mr. Atkinson concluded that no-one seemed to be to blame for the accident, although the manager Mr. Wyper had 

subsequently mentioned that the deceased had been complaining of giddiness for some time before the accident. 

Mr. Boyd had returned to his work down the pit after lunch and his morning shift at about 2 pm, and was attempting 

to repair a bucket for a pump which pumped water from the bottom splint coal seam to the ell coal seam, and 

ascended a scaffold for this purpose. One of the bottomers working there at the time, Robert Wilson, saw him 

ascend and also fall about a half hour later and went to lift him from the winding space and a nearby sump. There 

was no evidence to suggest that anything had fallen down the shaft and struck the deceased, causing or partly 

causing his fall since afurher scaffold above him protected those working at the pump. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-107 

28th January 1892 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall returning the birth certificate of William Kimmell (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

104/5 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Andrew Beveridge (see NEIMME-JBA- 5-104/5 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Robert Boyd 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-106 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-108 

29th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calderswood of Fifesline main colliery thanking him for copies of bores Mr. 

Calderswood has sent him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Manuelrigg Coal company remarking that the company have contravened 

section 33 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 by failing to send their Annual Returns by the 21st January and that 

they should attend to this at once. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-109 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-110 

30th January 1892 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson of the Mid and West Lothian Miners' Union promising to look into the 

matter of ventilation at the no.3 mine at Cobbenshaw. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, (Mr. McLaren?) thanking the receiver for a letter concerning the 

Checkweigher's case. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him that his requests for geological maps should be more 

detailed and include the numbers of the sheets needed and the scale of the map involved. Mr. Atkinson further 

advises that such a request should be delayed for about three months since the providers have only recently 

supplied maps for a similar purpose. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie enclosing a letter containing the date of the trial he wanted to know about 

and asking for its return as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-111 



30th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look into his enquiry into the state of Mothernook 

colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie colliery confirming the appointment of Hugh Hamilton as the 

undermanager of the no. 10 and 12 pits at Niddrie colliery replacing William Hamilton. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-112 

30th January 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of John Ferguson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-113, 2nd 

letter below) The 56 year old miner was injured when limestone fell away from the coal face causing him to fall with 

it at the Westfield Limestone mine owned by the ironmasters William Baird and company on the 21st January 1892 

at approximately 8 o'clock in the morning. The injuries caused him to die the following day. After visiting the scene 

of the accident five days after it occurred, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no one could seem to be blamed for the 

accident. The deceased had fell away with the Limestone after he had fired a shot into it and, returning, attempted 

to wedge down some of the stone dislodged by the shot only for part of it to fall away. A drawer named John 

Kennedy found him lying with his mask near him some time later. Mr. Ferguson had been working at the pit for 42 

(12?,32?) years, and Mr. Atkinson found that the stone involved had been relieved by a joint, a dry lipe and a clay 

back and had fallen freely from the roof. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-113 

30th January 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-112. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Ferguson (see NEIMME-JBA-5-112 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-114 

2nd February/3rd February 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson admitting that he has not been able to do any work on the list of  

explosions sent by 'Bill' and suggesting that his brother has done little more than what he had already with the 

abstracts. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of 

William Elder.  

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Campbell and company at the Bonnyhill Firebrick works, dated 3rd February, replying 

to a query about the appointment of a certificated manager at their mines by remarking that the appointment of 



such a manager need not be made as long as no more than 30 persons were allowed to work underground at any 

one time unless an Inspector of the district explicitly demands it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-115 

3rd February 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Lex(ington?) Long of the Camlachie Depot acknowledging that work is presently 

suspended at the Little Drumgray Coal mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-116 

4th February/6th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow advising him that the output of his colliery places him third in the district 

behind two other Lanarkshire firms. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester of Roughrigg collieries, dated 6th February, confirming that workings in 

the splint coal seam in the no. 2 pit at Roughrigg had recommenced on the 25th January 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-117 

6th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Mitchell and sons thanking the company for providing analyses of their 

Limestone and Oil shale and expressing a desire to receive any further information available on the Levonseat stone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester of the Roughrigg collieries confirming the discontinuation of workings 

of the soft coal seam at the no. 8 pit on the 3rd February 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-118 

6th February/8th February 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir promising to look into his complaint about the ventilation at Lumplinnans 

(?) colliery. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries, dated 8th February, asking for the price or value of 

coal or fireclay per ton, including dross used at pits, in Clackmannan over the last year for inclusion in the mineral 

statistics volume. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. W. Turnbull, dated 8th February, asking for the value per ton of coal and ironstone, 

including the dross used in pits, in Edinburghshire in the past year for use in the mineral statistics volume. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-119 

8th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow asking for the value per ton of coal and fireclay raised in Fife including dross 

to be used in his volume of mineral statistics. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Henderson asking for the value per ton of the Scottish oil shales at the mines in 

the last year for his volume on mineral statistics, providing the figure for two years previously. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-120 

13th February 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that case number B11945 has been reported to him by 

the Fife Coal company and has been investigated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, receiver unknown, returning a proof of list of 

Certificates of Services during 1891, with no corrections necessary. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking for the explosive used and the cause of the accident at Dunsepton 

since Mr. Atkinson has not had Mr. McLaren's report on the subject returned from the procurator fiscal involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-121 

13th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report by assisting inspector Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Michael Joyce. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to McLean and Dalyell and company advising the company that establishments 

entirely unconnected underground and on different estates can be thought of as separate mines, and that Mr. 

Atkinson has no power to sanction the company's plan to dispense with a certificated manager unless there is less 

than 30 persons employed underground as specified under section 20(3)(c) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-122 

13th February 1892 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A. Reed and sons forwarding them 25 copies of his and 

his brother's (W.H.) book Explosions in Coal Mines. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Longmans Green and company forwarding them one 

copy of his and his brother's (W.H) book Explosions in Coal Mines. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan of the Home Office returning a corrected proof of a plate for use in his 

report. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons acknowledging receipt of two copies of the proposed Special 

Rules for their Westcraig colliery, promising to return one as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-123 

13th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son(sic) on the subject of Westcraigs coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Lex Long of Camlachie Depot arranging a meeting concerning the no. 11 form 

under the Coal Mines act for the 24th February (at his office) if that proves convenient. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-124 

13th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning case number V17385 and a report based on policy dated 

8th July 1879, rest illegible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries confirming Thomas Borland taking over the 

positions of both the present manager and undermanager of Lumphinnans collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-125 

15th February/20th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron Works returning a letter containing 2 tracings of 

Stipends workings in Coal and Ironstone which he advises Mr. Mowat to send immediately to to the Secretary of 

State. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and company confirming the discontinuation of their Marl Coal 

seam in their no.1 Main Splint pit on 23rd December 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-126 

20th February 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. King of Darngavil Coal company confirming the discontinuation of the company's no. 

13 pit working the Kiltongue seam and advising the company to send a tracing of the abandoned pit to the Secretary 

of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-127 

20th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, returning his last letter and the missive 

from the Newcastle board of Governors to Mr. Calder he had also sent. Mr. Atkinson proposes that  although the 

matter that arose from the Newcastle letter does not need to be covered in a special meeting, the next scheduled 

meeting should be brought forward to the 15th March. Mr. Atkinson concludes by confirming he has no business to 

be brought forward at the board meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Linridge Coal company confirming the abandonment of the ell and main coal 

seams at the Liuridge colliery and that a plan and section of its workings have been sent to the Home Office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-128 

20th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mrs. Frazer regretting that he can give no information as to the cause of the accident 

that killed her husband since it is not his practice to give such information to relatives of victims. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a list of mines in the East Scotland mining district corrected for the year of 

1891 which can be printed and subsequently attached to Mr. Atkinson's annual report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-129 

22nd February 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Lowe arranging a meeting on the 24th February to pick up files for indexing. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Mowat of Summerlee Iron Works informing Mr. Mowat of his visit to the works 

on the 24th February to compare the area with its original plans and his hope that Mr. Mowat will meet him there. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren arranging a meeting on Wednesday the 24th and telling him to bring the 

accident book and list of accidents with him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-130 

22nd February 1892 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing Mr. McLaren's report on the death of 

William Brown. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths referring to a geological part and papers that Mr. Griffiths had shown 

him. Mr. Atkinson refers to Drumgray coals and the possible obscuring of the surface by alluvium. Boring will be the 

next test according to Mr. Atkinson. Mr. Atkinson also refers to Loch Lubnaig and asks him to arrange a day in the 

next month to visit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-131 

22nd February 1892/24th February 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Richard Stewart. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 24th February, acknowledging the receipt of a letter dated 

8th July 1879 and his responsibility to provide a room exclusively for Government service with all necessary furniture 

provided except for a copying press, several deed boxes and cases for holding papers which are provided by the 

government itself. Mr. Atkinson contends that it is unreasonable that he should also provide a cabinet for conserving 

Government maps. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 24th February, confirming that he will prepare evidence for 

the Commission and that he has acquired copies of Mr. Smillie's and Mr. Small's evidence to the commission. (See 

NEIMME-JBA-5-86, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-132 

24th February 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing his annual report as Inspector of Mines of the East Scotland district for the 

year 1891. Mr. Atkinson asks that three proofs be forwarded to him so that the Assisting Inspectors can assist him in 

any necessary corrections. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-133 

24th February/25th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Peter Ostler. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to H. Mungall informing him that Lumphinnans colliery 

was found to be breaching regulations in a number of ways by Mr. Johnstone after his visits on the 17th, 18th and 

19th February. The ventilation was found to be generally defective, and Mr. Atkinson suggests that the fan needs 



overhauling, the air current needs to be divided into more splits and the airways need enlarging and being kept in 

better order. Mr. Johnstone found these defects at the Mynheer workings of both their no.1 and no.7 pits, the 

parrot workings of their no.1 pit and on a wheel brae on their parrot seam in their no.7 pit. Other problems include 

the manholes required on the roads being stoned up in a few cases, combination stemmers being in use, gibbing of 

the coal not being sufficiently attended to and the gearing wheels of picking tables on the pithead being unfenced. 

Mr. Atkinson wishes these matters to be attended to. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-134 

27th February 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company acknowledging the opening of a pit in the 

virtuewell seam near to Balbokie farm at the Beuhar collieries to be called no.22. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-135 

27th February 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Walton Brown asking him to attend the annual meeting at Glasgow and give some 

information about the Federated Institute while staying with him. Mr. Atkinson also enquires when Professor Dixon's 

paper will be released and if he can borrow a proof copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. McD. Thompson of the Little Raith colliery informing him it was correct to notify 

him about the accident to Alex Thompson caused by an explosion and that Mr. Johnstone will visit the site to 

enquire as to the particulars. Mr. Atkinson also remarks on a case where a lad injured himself while picking the 

inside of a detonator with a pin. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-136 

1st March 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and 

enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of David Rae. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to D. Walker of Bothville collieries about the death of 

David Rae (see letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on 

the death of Henry Kinnear. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-137 

1st March 1892 



Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Dennis Hogan (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-138, 2nd 

letter below). The 26 year old drawer was killed in the shaft of the Westwood pit owned by Ravenshall Coal company 

on the 22nd February 1892 at about 5pm. After visiting the site a day after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 

Mr. Hogan's death was caused by a stone falling from the shaft into the cage which was descending with the 

deceased in it at about 5pm. Although no signal was given when the cage had descended to the area where Mr. 

Hogan was working, the day shift engineman, Michal Collins, did not suspect anything as such a signal was often 

omitted according to him. The accident did occur in unusual circumstances since Mr. Hogan's usual co-worker was 

absent and his replacement Peter McCourt had taken another man down to work the area, a Mr. G. Terney, at about 

4.30 since Mr. Hogan had not arrived. When these two finished their shift at 8.30 pm they admitted to finding the 

deceased lying dead and face up in the cage with a lump of rock about 12 pounds in weight close by, the cage not 

being moved since the deceased had descended earlier that day. A possible explanation expounded by Mr. Atkinson 

concerned the reported building up of ice in the shaft for a few days prior to the accident, which, while melting, may 

have loosened the stone that fell on Mr. Hogan and killed him.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-138 

1st March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-137. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Dennis 

Hogan (see NEIMME-JBA-5-137 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-139 

1st March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. M. Leggate of Shawrigg colliery confirming the resinking of their no.1 pit from the 

splint coal to the virtuewell coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-140 

2nd March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Venters explaining that an uncertificated person can not be appointed as a 

manager or undermanager of a mine since these show his competency and/or service although an oversman can be 

appointed without such a certificate. Mr. Atkinson also confesses that he cannot give a definitive explanation as to 

the exact meaning of the statement of daily personal supervision except to say that it probably presumes that a 

manager must be at the mine daily. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh acknowledging a report on an accident at Lilliecoultry colliery and 

announcing his plans to visit the site of the accident the next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-141 



3rd March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to Professor H.B. Dixon of Owens College in Manchester enquiring as to his conclusions 

on the paper that was read before the Federated Institute of Mining Engineers on the explosion of gases. Mr. 

Atkinson particularly focuses on the professor's conclusion that fire-damp and air cannot cause an explosion on their 

own and questions it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Thomas Nimmo of Kinneil collieries concerning the 

death of Arthur Ritchie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-146 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-142 

4th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, explaining to the receiver that he has read the report by the 

procurator fiscal on a subject which he does not mention and that Mr. McLaren has written a report on the case for 

the Inspector of Explosives which he encloses. Mr. Atkinson further concludes that the instruction he has referred to 

the receiver is that a report must be sent to the Home Office if an explosion in a mine is caused by anything other 

than gunpowder. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the abandoned mines plan at Stepends colliery. Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that notice should be served on the owner of the colliery for failing to give a plan of the strata 

sunk through despite it being eminently practicable of the mine owner to do so, as required by section 38(5) of of 

the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-143 

4th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Frank Wilson confirming that the ventilation at Brownlee colliery will be investigated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calderwood confirming the putting down of a trial pit on the lands of Ballancruf 

near Bathgate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-144 

4th March 1892 

Plan of abandoned mine at Stepends signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by the Summerlee and Mossend Steel company, 

the upper Statyband being exhausted of Ironstone in December 1883 and the Upper Drumgray coal being exhausted 

in May 1890. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-145 



8th March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report for the Inspector of Explosives on the explosion at Little Raith colliery 

apparently caused by a detonating cap. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-146/147 

5th March 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Arthur Ritchie (to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-

148, 3rd letter below). The 24 year old pit bottomer fell from the parrot seam of the Swab(?) pit at Kimmel colliery to 

the Smithy coal seam 25 fathoms below on the 25th February 1892 at about 9am. He died of his injuries on 1st 

March. A day after the accident Mr. Atkinson visited the pit and concluded that the incident was accidental, caused 

when the deceased pushed forward a hutch full of coal into an empty shaft not realising that the cage was not there 

to take it and falling with the hutch down the shaft. On the day of the accident two other miners were present, John 

McMahon the fireman and John Mulholland the oversman. The deceased was assigned to act as bottomer in charge 

of the cage and signals. At about 9 Mr. McMahon went to the surface in the cage and Mr. Ritchie made the 

necessary signals to show he had noticed this but, despite Mr. Mulholland's warning, pushed the hutch into the 

empty shaft soon after. Mr. Atkinson considers the fact that gates should have been provided at the shaft but 

believes that even if they had been present the accident might still have occurred and considering that operations 

for opening up the seam had just started Mr. Atkinson does not believe there should be any prosecutions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-148 

5th March 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson proposing to do no more apart from the enclosed (on their 

investigation into explosions?).  Mr. Atkinson proposes that the last 10 years can be sent with the letter, and points 

out two errors to be corrected. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Inspector of Mines, confirming receipt of a letter and an enclosure which 

he returns, also agreeing that Mr. Calder should write to confirm the use of the hall of the Merchants' company for 

an examination. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Arthur Ritchie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-146/147 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-149 

8th March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Professor H.B. Dixon thanking him for his reply to his enquiries on explosions caused by 

fire-damp and air and coal dust and air. Mr. Atkinson cites a case made by his brother Bill in 1889 at Chall colliery in 

Staffordshire where an explosion thought to be almost entirely caused by fire-damp and air caused considerable 

damage.  Mr. Atkinson considers the combination of fire-damp and air to be considerably more dangerous than coal 

dust and air, although the distance transmitted by such an explosion may be less (?) 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-150 

8th March 1892 

Plan of an abandoned mine at Linridge signed by J.B. Atkinson which was discontinued when the ell coal seam 

brought coal too close to the surface on the 1st December 1891, the main coal seam being brought too close to the 

surface on the 7th July 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-151 

8th March/11th March/12th March 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Venters explaining that the positions of oversman and undermanager of a mine 

are not necessarily one and the same as a person can be appointed as the latter without having an undermanager's 

certificate, since oversmen were not all given undermanagers certificates as a matter of course after the passing of 

the Coal Mines act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan of the Home Office, dated 11th March, enclosing a corrected list of 

mines in his district to be printed. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 12th March, enclosing a report 

by Mr. McLaren on the death of Robert Galloway. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-152 

Date illegible (11th/12th March?) 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his opinion that David Russell's application for an 

undermanager's certificate should be granted despite a dispute began by his predecessor Mr. Moore that the 

applicants' father, W.S. Russell, was not acceptable as the manager of the no. 3 mine at Burntisland colliery at the 

time of the passing of the Coal Mines act of 1887. Mr. Moore believed that all the mines of the company were 

connected and should be run by one manager but Mr. Atkinson disagrees, and suggests that Mr. Moore's idea was 

only accepted by the company reluctantly. After this acceptance, Mr. Marshall was appointed the manager of the 

colliery's mines, with W.S. Russell as assistant manager, but in practice, Mr. Atkinson believes that the elder Russell 

acted as manager of the no. 3 mine with David Russell as his undermanager despite having  an official position of 

oversman only. Mr. Atkinson cites the case of the division of the Armiston colliery as one where the mines were 

connected and should have been run by one manager, but in the Burntisland colliery case Mr. Atkinson argues there 

were no connections or questions of divided responsibility or safety problems in common. Mr. Moore's 'erroneous' 

position should not prevent the younger Mr. Russell from receiving his undermanager's certificate, Mr. Atkinson 

concludes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-153 

13th March/14th March 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown expressing the difference between the amount of heat given off by differing 

amounts of coal CH4 and coal gas to be passed on to a (Mr.?) Bedson. Mr. Atkinson asks the question as to whether 

a coal dust explosion where only coal gas distilled from the coal is burned can give off more heat units after the heat 

taken up in deducting the gases is deducted than that given off by the combustion of CH4. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Pearson of Ross colliery, dated 14th March, congratulating him for his 

appointment to the staff of Her Majesty's Inspectors' of Mines and informing him that his letter confirming this has 

been sent on to Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-154 

14th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Burnett, secretary of the Royal Commission on Labour, asking when his evidence 

may be called for on subjects raised by Mr. Smillie and Small, the mining agents. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-131,3rd letter 

etc.) Mr. Atkinson requests that his evidence should be confined to questions connected with the administration of 

the Mines acts in his district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, replying to concerns over demand books that should be used for 

Reports of Commissions or Scientific Instruments enclosing an explanatory letter by Mr. Johnstone while expressing 

his opinion that the kind of demand books to be used in requisitions for articles that are not specified can be 

confusing.  Mr. Atkinson remarks that he has three types of demand books- one marked 'demand for plain paper and 

envelopes', one for 'demand for small stores' and the other for 'demand for plain paper, envelopes ruled on printed 

forms, account and entry books'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-155 

16th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths informing him of his intention to go fishing on the Tay and providing 

information on his visit to Luncarty water and information on this, as well as Burnam water and Aberfeldy water. He 

informs Mr. Griffiths that he has offered money for two rods, a boatman and a boat for three days fishing at 

Luncarty and proposes that the trip should take place at the end of March and hopes that Mr. Griffiths will join him 

in the endeavour. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Mr. Martin of Niddrie colliery concerning the death 

of Peter Wylie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-160,1st and 2nd letters). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-156 

17th March 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Geoffrey Drage of the Royal Commission of Labour agreeing to attend before their 

committee A on the 24th March at 11am and promising to send a summary of his evidence within the next couple of 

days. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Grant of Bog colliery confirming the appointment of David Muir as the 

undermanager of the Home Farm colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-157 

17th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Burnett, secretary of the Royal Commission on Labour, enclosing a copy of the 

evidence given by Mr. Smillie and Mr. Small and informing him that he will give evidence on the 24th and will send 

notes of this evidence to the Commission within a couple of days (see NEIMME-JBA-5-156, 1st letter above etc.) 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel company informing the company of his 

receipt of the tracings of their Stepends coal and ironstone workings with depths and sections of the seams added. 

Mr. Atkinson adds that the tracings are still missing a section of the strata sunk through as required by section 38(1) 

of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. Mr. Atkinson requests that the position of one of their bores should be 

marked on their plans and a journal of the strata proved by it.  Mr. Atkinson warns the company that they are given 

formal notice of the need for this information as required by the Secretary of State under section 38(5) of the 

Regulation act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-158 

18th March/19th March 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges at 

Loanhead colliery since the colliery has been found to be free of fire-damp and coal dust. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 19th March, advising him of his plans to give evidence 

before the Commission on Labour on the coming Thursday (see NEIMME-JBA-5-157, 1st letter etc.) and his hopes to 

spend the night in Newcastle after doing so if that is convenient to 'Bill'. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Burnett, secretary of the Royal Labour Commission, dated 19th March, enclosing 

the notes of evidence he proposes giving to the Commission (see letter above etc.). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-159 

19th March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Ferguson of Benarty colliery confirming that the Lochore and Capeldrae Cannel 

Coal company have begun the sinking of a new mine on the Lochoere estate to be called the Lochore North mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-160 



19th March 1892 

Two letters-  

The first a report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Peter Wylie (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see letter below). The 

57 year old miner was crushed by a rake of full hutches in the no.54 level in the stairhead seam of Niddrie's no. 12 

mine owned by the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company on the 3rd March 1892 at approximately 9:15 am. causing his 

death nine days later at the Edinburgh Infirmary. After visiting the site of the accident four days after it occurred, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that it appeared to have been accidental since his crushing could easily have been avoided in his 

opinion. The deceased, along with other workmen, was walking along the lower section of the no.12 incline known 

as 12B along two sets of rails in the lower lye, one for the transport of empty hutches and the other for full. As they 

proceeded, they came upon a rake of 8 laden hutches drawn by a horse. For some reason, the deceased walked 

along the full hutch rail and was crushed by the oncoming hutches which to Mr. Atkinson could easily have been 

avoided by keeping to the rail for empty hutches. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Peter 

Wylie (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-161 

21st March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking on a returned plan on the placing of stoppings in a mine 

to avoid the danger of spreading fire. Mr. Atkinson considers that there will be most danger when the air is sent 

around the workings since fire may creep downwards from the return level and be ignited. The stopping, in his 

opinion, should be placed in front of the fire and no air should be sent around the workings until it is clear the fire 

has not spread to places he calls X and Y.  The plan suggests to Mr. Atkinson that an angular stopping should be 

placed at a position marked 2 or a place lower down should be driven for an intake. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-162  

22nd March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.C. Blackett responding to his paper on coal dust evidence by saying he does not 

agree with all of his points and asking if he could provide notice of when the paper was discussed to add to his short 

note expanding on his disagreements. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ian McGill of Burntisland mines confirming their commencing working on a new 

mine on the 12th February at Grangehill. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-163 

26th March/27th March 1892  

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel company acknowledging the receipt of their 

plan of the Stipends colliery with the position of a bore and section of strata added (see NEIMME-JBA-5-157, 2nd 

letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 27th 

March, remarking on an accident at Armiston colliery on a selfacting incline. Mr. Atkinson believes the cause in this 

case to have been two boys neglecting to to attach a chain to a loaded hutch before pushing it away from the head 

of an incline. An accident at Peutland mines was caused, according to Mr. Atkinson, by a loaded hutch being 

detached from the rope and steps have been taken by the mine to avoid this in future according to him. Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that no one has been specially appointed to do such work on steep inclines but promises to look 

into the situation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-164 

26th March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, coalmasters, on the subject of Westcraigs coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-165 

26th March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and 

enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of Thomas Young Jnr. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Westrigg Coal company confirming the appointment of James Cleland as the 

manager of the Westrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-166 

28th March 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie remarking on Mr. Smillie's evidence to the Labour Commission (see NEIMME-

JBA-5-157, 1st letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson remarks on the generous and courteous treatment he has received from Mr. 

Smillie and other miner's agents in the past, but does remark that his criticism in the Dykehead case was ill informed 

since he did not take into consideration the state of timbering at the colliery. He also objects that he was not 

informed of the criticism before it was brought up at the commission in disregard, he argues, to the normal 

procedure in these matters. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Smillie to apply to the Commission if he wants to receive a 

copy of the evidence he gave in reply, while advising that the summary given in the Scotsman is superior to that in 

the Glasgow Herald. The damage Mr. Atkinson considers to have been caused by the complaint, with the Labour 

Tribune using it to illustrate that mine's inspections have a slipshod character, will not be helped by taking it further, 

he argues, although he adds that there will probably be no complaint since inspectors are discouraged from taking 

such cases further and the Commission probably will not either since the enquiry is so wide in its nature. Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that the matter be quietly dropped. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-167 

30th March 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone advising him to visit his office on Thursday and Friday night to pick up 

post since Mr. Atkinson will be at his home on those days. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he has not received copies 

of the Wester Crosshill Special Rules, which should have been sent straight to him rather than the Home Office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the no. 2 pit of the Caldercrum (?) 

colliery for exemption from having 2 shafts or outlets provided no more than 20 persons are employed underground 

at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or other purposes, a second outlet is completed as 

quickly as possible and the exemption concludes on the 30th September 1892. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the Lockhead no. 1 pit for exemption 

from 2 shafts or outlets for its Cairncubie and Swallowdunn seams provided no more than 20 people are employed 

underground in the area(s) without two outlets, no fire below for any purpose, including ventilation, the second 

shaft to be completed as quickly as possible and the exemption to conclude on the 30th September 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-168 

30th March/31st March 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look further into the matter raised by Mr. 

Robertson concerning Greyrigg colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Urquhart, dated 31st March, acknowledging receipt of Kimmel's analysis of the 

Parrott seam and its strata and advises sinking the proposed new pit from the surface to the Parrott coal and then 

putting it up where it might be expected to get up 50 fathoms. Mr. Atkinson advises that very accurate surveys 

would be required to make it feasible, that building off the main coal is not recommended because of the problem of 

gas and that ventilation of the seam should be carried out by all means practicable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-169 

2nd April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Urquhart, reiterating the advice he gave regarding the Kimmel colliery and Parrot 

coal given in NEIMME-JBA-5-168, 2nd letter above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on 

Brownrigg colliery and informing him of his letter to the Home Secretary advising that the colliery's owners be 

prosecuted for breaches of Section 16 and 35 of the Coal Mines act. Mr. Atkinson also arranges a meeting to discuss 

the matter the next morning at Mr. Lindsay's office. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren telling him that he will be taking charge of the other section of his district 

for the next three months. Mr. Atkinson also asks the reason for Mr. Bell's visit to Peutland, informs him of his 



intention to prosecute Brownrigg colliery (see 2nd letter above ) and congratulates Mr. McLaren on his taking up of 

golf. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-170 

2nd April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to prosecute the owners of Brownrigg colliery for two breaches of 

the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-5-169, 2nd letter above). The breaches were the working with only one shaft or 

outlet in their no. 6 pit in contravention of Section 16 and the non- reporting of the injury to collier Thomas Brown 

caused by gunpowder in contravention of Section 35 (i) (ii). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-171 

2nd April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, enclosing 

a letter by Mr. Johnstone concerning a previous accident on the 25th February 1892, an explosion at Little Raith 

colliery. The letter mentions a copy of a minute sent to Mr. Atkinson by Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives on the 

15th March, in which the Inspector expresses his wish to communicate with the chief constable of Fifeshire on the 

subject. Mr. Atkinson declares that he is more than willing for him to do so. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-172/173/174 

3rd April 1892 (?- see NEIMME-JBA-5-175, 2nd letter below) 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Newcastle, Staffordshire (?) to the Right Honourable J. Chamberlain, M.P. and Chairman of 

the Royal Commission on Explosions from Coal Dust in Mines, arguing for the published inclusion of abstracts to go 

with tables prepared by Mr. Atkinson and his brother Bill in the preparation of arguments as to the causation of 

explosions by coal dust as requested by Mr. Lushington. Mr. Atkinson argues that the publication of the tables only, 

in which a list of explosions are given under headings remarking that they were not caused by coal dust, possibly 

caused in part by coal dust or probably caused in principal part by coal dust, would be misleading without the 

abstracts which provide information on the collieries concerned and further reasons why the conclusions under 

which the explosions were so classified were given. This is in reply, Mr. Atkinson remarks, to a letter from the 

Secretary to the Commission in which he argues that the abstracts are ex parte statements which would probably 

lead to others providing rebutting evidence to the conclusions reached and are , in any case, much too lengthy to be 

profitably included as previously argued by a Mr. Wilson.  The abstracts contain, Mr. Atkinson contends, a brief 

description of the colliery where the explosion occurred, including the depth of shafts, the length of underground 

workings, the mode of working there, the method of ventilation used and the system of haulage. They also note 

whether there was reported evidence of fire-damp and coal dust, the type of lamps or lights used, the use of 

explosions, the course taken by the explosion itself, the parts of the mine traversed, the intake airways and the 

outtake airways, whether the explosion extended to the shafts, whether the workmen showed alarm when the 

explosion was noticed and finally the supposed point of origin and root cause of the explosion. Mr. Atkinson 

contends that he believes the abstracts to be only the length that is needed, with many minor explosions summed 

up in a line or two. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-175 

3rd April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-172/3/4. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enclosing a letter to the Chamberlain concerning their coal dust 

explosion evidence (see letter above etc.) for his approval and signature, and returns a letter from Mr. Lushington. 

He advises his brother to send another if he objects to any of the material in the former letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-176 

6th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking permission to prosecute Robert Armstrong the manager of the Peutland Oil Shale 

Mine for providing inadequate ventilation on the 28th March to the East level of his Broxburn Oil Shale mine 

allowing fire-damp to accumulate, breaching Section 49, Rule 1 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. The use of a 

hand fan which did not constantly revolve led to the problem. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that the prosecution 

is important to establish the principle that intermittent ventilation is unacceptable and does not comply with 

General Rule 1. Mr. Atkinson also points out the cases' similarity to the Holmes Oil Shale Mine case of 1890 and 

requests material pertaining to that case to help with the present one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-177 

6th April 1892 

Two letters-  

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-176 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company calling the companies' attention to Sections 36 and 38 

of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 in reference to the Caldercrinx (?) no.1 (mine?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-178 

6th April/7th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Spencer and sons, safety lamp makers, advising them that their scotch gauge 

lamps which Mr. Atkinson saw being used at a colliery a short time ago are illegal under General Rule 9 of the Coal 

Mines Regulation act 1887 being unable to be safely carried against the air current ordinarily prevailing despite the 

material used being inflammable, as proven by the Royal Commission on Accidents. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he 

always objects to the use of such lamps. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gammie, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, returning police information 

and enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of William Hamilton and also returning police information on 

the accident at Mosside colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-179 

7th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown providing four names of scuttlemen competent to write a paper on the 

oil shale industries of Scotland- Norman Henderson, the general manager of the Broxburn oil company, R.L. Moore, a 

mining engineer, A.H. Crichton of the Phillipstown oil works and a Mr. Fraser of the Pumpherston oil company. Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that Mr. Brown attends the annual meeting and promises to write to Mr. Barrowman to place the 

matter on the official agenda. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Hillhouserigg Coal company suggesting that he cannot permit the Hillhouserigg 

colliery an exemption since he has not heard of the colliery or been informed of its commencement as required by 

section 36 of the Coal mines act. Mr. Atkinson informs the company that it would need to apply direct to the 

Secretary of State for the exemption. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-180/181 

8th April 1892 (?) 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (to M.W. Brown- see NEIMME-JBA-5-182, 2nd letter below) providing a response to a paper 

by Mr. Stratton on the causes of colliery explosions. While respecting Mr. Stratton's conclusions on the two most 

recent explosions described, Mr. Atkinson points out why he disagrees with him on certain points in regards to the 

Seaham explosion of 1880. He points out his seemingly contradictory statements regarding  damage to the Maudlin 

engine plane and travelling way and the no.1 pit when dismissing the 2nd theory of the cause, and suggests that he 

gives the first theory too much credence, with the unlikely cause being given that firedamp accumulated after the 

explosion due to a fall of stone. Mr. Atkinson also disagrees with Mr. Stratton's conclusion that firing shots closer to 

the shaft is necessarily more dangerous than lower underground.  In the case of the Seaham explosion, Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that the air current close to the shaft is often swifter and more able to sustain coal dust being thrown into it 

and the roadway is old and perhaps more prone to dust as equally possible reasons for the accident. Mr. Atkinson 

contends that the temperature rises the closer to the surface it gets, but the increased dryness does not necessarily 

increase the danger of coal dust. The theory that Mr. Atkinson and his brother W.H. (Bill) suggested to deal with 

dusty mines and employed at Pochin colliery, whereby the air descending the downcast shaft is saturated and its 

temperature raised ensuring that the mine became no warmer and no dryer and having a damping effect, should be 

further investigated in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, adding that the warm current may not necessarily need to be kept up 

at all times to have the required effect. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-182 

8th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-180/181. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown enclosing comments on a paper by Mr. Stratton (see letter above). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-183 

9th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Hillhouserigg Coal company acknowledging the company's purchase of the 

Greystonelea colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-184 

9th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that they have sunk a shaft at Caldercruinx to be 

called their no.2 mine, they have sunk a pit at Gateside to be called their no.1 mine and that their Redford mine is to 

be sunk deeper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-185 

9th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two shafts at Shal pit at Kimmel 

colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are employed underground 

at any one time in all of the seams connected to the Shal pit, no lamp or light apart from a locked safety lamp is used 

in the mine, no shots are fired except when only those necessary for firing it are in the mine, the second shaft is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption lasts only until the 30th September 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two shafts at Stenhouse colliery 

under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are employed underground at any 

one time, no fire to be started underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as 

quickly as possible and the exemption is ended on the 30th September 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-186 

9th April/11th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr informing him that he has advised the Secretary of State to grant the 

exemption from 2 shafts at the Swal (?) pit at Kimmel colliery with certain extra conditions- Mr. Atkinson believes 

that the parrot seam should be ventilated with fresh air and not air that has been circulated around the main coal 

and provides a diagram and instructions on how this may be accomplished by splitting the air at the seam, one for 

ventilation purposes, before meeting again at the upcast section of the shaft. To do this, Mr. Atkinson suggests 

taking out the sloping scaffold at the seam and taking out the door on one side, with the manager regulating the two 

currents as he sees fit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John McKowen, dated 11th April 1892, promising to look further into the state of 

the Peutland shale mines and regretting being unable to prevent a man from being denied work by managers of 

other mines in the district. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-187 

11th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson regretting that the response to their findings on coal dust 

explosions by the Coal Dust Commission has been to regard them as merely a way to get their views published rather 

than because they were requested to do so by Mr. Lushington. Mr. Atkinson also expresses his dissatisfaction with 

the letter sent by 'Bill' and his peremptory act in attempting to send it to Mr. Lushington, which he nevertheless has 

signed and sent on to him. He also encloses two reports on an explosion at Peutland mines, remarking that since this 

mine has had the most explosions since Mr. Atkinson has taken his present position there might be grounds for 

taking action against the manager for the breach of General Rule 1.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James Barrowman informing him of a letter from 

Mr. Brown (see NEIMME-JBA-5-179, 1st letter) that he may have been sent in the interim. Mr. Atkinson suggests that 

the secretary of the Federal Institute attend the (annual) meeting and give any information. Mr. Atkinson also asks 

for proof of his paper on or before the next Saturday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-188 

12th April/13th April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairadam Coal company advising the company to write directly to the Secretary of 

State regarding their request to prolong their exemption from 2 shafts at their no.2 pit for a further three months. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing at Brewsterwells colliery returning a tracing of the colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Colonel V. D. Majendrie, Her Majesty's chief Inspector of Explosives, dated the 13th 

April, acknowledging receipt of his letter in which he made suggestions to the Chief Constable of Fifeshire to prevent 

a reoccurrence of the practice of storing explosives in a mine which he believes led to the explosion at Little Raith 

colliery on the 25th March. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-189 

13th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, concerning the accident to John Sharkey at the 

Peutland mine. He encloses reports by Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone on the subject and suggests that, since the 

mine has had more explosions caused by fire-damp than any other since Mr. Atkinson has taken his position and had 

previously been taken action against by his predecessor for similar reasons, the manager should be proceeded 

against. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-187, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson believes the reason for the mines' record for explosions is 

caused by insufficient ventilation and the use of naked lights, the previous action being taken for not using safety 

lamps in areas likely to contain fire-damp. Despite the previous action being unsuccessful, Mr. Atkinson suggests a 

meeting at Mr. Stuart's office in two days to discuss the issue and tells him of his intention to bring details of a 

similar case taken against the Holmes Mine manager which was overturned on appeal. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-190 

13th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown asking him when he intends to arrive and suggesting that Wednesday 

night after 7pm would probably be convenient since he planned to return from a London visit at that time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a proof copy of a paper on Explosions in Mines which he asks permission to 

publish in the Transactions of the Mining Institute of Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-191 

14th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson pointing out a number of suitable candidates for the 'answers' (?) 

if they will go- W.L. Curry, a relative of Alfred Palmer whose address the Institute gives in Somerset; Charlie Scott; 

Ash (sic); A.C. Kyall from Gosforth; Markham (sic) and R. Richardson who worked at Glemore. Mr. Atkinson also 

returns a letter from Mr. Wilson and advises 'Bill' of a previous prosecution against Peutland mines for the use of 

inappropriate safety lamps which failed (see NEIMME-JBA-5-189 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning 

complaints against Brownrigg colliery (for not advising him of their lack of two shafts) Mr. Atkinson advises that if 

Mr. Meikle pleads guilty to the charge of having only one shaft, the charge against the manager may be withdrawn 

as per Mr. Lindsay's suggestion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-192 

15th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Hillhouserigg coal company confirming the appointment of James White as the 

manager of the companies' collieries and that the abstract of their coal mines and official forms have been received 

by book post. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-193 

15th April/16th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing reports by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Martin Butter and the non-fatal accident to Henry Taylor and arranging a meeting with Mr. Stuart 

concerning the Peutland case (see NEIMME-JBA-5-191, 1st letter etc.) for Thursday, Friday or any day in the 

following week. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman, dated 16th April, enclosing corrected proofs of a paper on 

explosions and a diagram and asking Mr. Barrowman to return the former and two new proofs by Wednesday night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-194 

16th April/21st April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing of Brewsterwells colliery advising him to apply directly to the Secretary 

of State if he wishes to extend an exemption from having 2 shafts. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thompson of Calder Iron Works, dated 21st April, confirming that William 

Dixon Ltd. have begun a new mine at Fauldhouse colliery working on Beuhar and Jewel (?) coals. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-195 

21st April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to 'Ade' (?) allowing him to use a paper on Pillar workings 

and promising to send him a copy of the report. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson acknowledging the amalgamation of the collieries owned by Mr. 

Wilson in the East of Scotland mining district with those of the Clyde Coal company under the new name of Wilson's 

and Clyde Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-196 

21st April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the extension of the exemption from 2 shafts by the Kelty 

no.2 pit at Blairadam colliery under the same conditions as previously until the 31st July 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Darngavil coal company confirming the appointment of David Burt as the 

undermanager at their colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-197 

22nd April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts at Lochside colliery's no.1 pit 

under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are employed underground at any 

one time, no fire is used underground for ventilating or any other purpose, the 2nd outlet is completed as quickly as 

possible and the exemption comes to a close on the 31st August 1892. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to John McKeown, miner, acknowledging his letter denying that he was the source of 

the complaint against Peutland mines (see NEIMME-JBA-5-193, 1st letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson assures him that his 

anonymity in this respect will be kept since he never reveals the name of those who make a complaint if he is afraid 

of repercussions, while acknowledging that if his name has been used without his permission he understands his 

anger. Despite this he refuses to send him the letter concerned since the Home Office informed him not to release 

anything of this kind. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-198 

22nd April/23rd April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts on outlets at Greystonelea 

colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are underground at any one 

time in any of the seams with only one outlet, no fire is used for ventilating underground or for any other purpose, 

the completion of the second outlet(s?) is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption is concluded on the 

31st October 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman enclosing a corrected proof of a diagram for inclusion in his 

paper on explosions, complete with the inclusion of a line referring to the loss of four lives. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James Dunnachie of the Glenboig Fire Clay company, 

dated 23rd April, referring to the death of John Irvine (see NEIMME-JBA-5-199, 3rd letter below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-199 

23rd April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hunter promising to look into the matters raised concerning the no.5 pit at 

Rawyards' colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing reports by Mr. Johnstone on the 

fatal accidents at Loganlea colliery and the Polbeth mine. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of John Irvine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-200 

23rd April/25th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Grant arranging a Monday meeting at Bog colliery to discuss the quality of the 

colliery's splint coal for a report Mr. Atkinson has to make to the Board of Trade. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Blackadder, dated 25th April, arranging a visit to the no.5 pit at Rawyards (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-199, 1st letter above) and asking for a meeting with a Mr. Barr while arranging a golf game between 

Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Blackadder and Mr. (A.D.?) Lindsay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-201 

25th April/26th April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I.W. Laverick expressing ignorance as to the place a vacancy mentioned by Mr. 

Laverick refers to but promising to make enquiries to try and find out. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Assistant Secretary of the Marine Department at the Board of Trade informing 

the secretary of a change of address for forwarding Reports of Boiler Explosions to. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to John Anderson of Lochgelly collieries, dated 26th April, 

concerning the death of William Muckersie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-202, 2nd letter below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-202 

26th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company at Struther colliery confirming the opening out of a new pit to the 

Lower Drumgray seam 11 fathoms deep. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports by Mr 

McLaren on the deaths of William Muckersie and Adam Peden. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-203 

26th April/27th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A(lex) Blackadder rearranging a meeting at Airdrie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-200,2nd letter) 

with Mr. Blackadder and the fiscal (A.D. Lindsay- see also above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, dated 27th April, acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning damage to the Hamilton 

barracks from coal mine workings and confirming that he will continue to communicate with the War Office about 

the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-204 

27th April 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Under Secretary of State at the War Office reporting 

on the Secretary of State's bidding on the subject of the risk of further damage by mine workings on the Hamilton 

barracks considering its plans for expansion. Mr. Atkinson promises to study a letter from the War Office and reports 

and particulars and then furnish the Office with his opinion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-205 

27th April 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Saline Valley Coal company on the subject of Saline Coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Eaglesham of the Saline Valley Coal company confirming receipt of copies of 

the proposed Special Rules he has been sent and promising to return one in due course and advising Mr. Eaglesham 

to send his application for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges direct to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-206 

27th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Solicitor at the Board of Trade on the subject of S.S. 

Josephine Troup replying to a letter sent in error to Mr. M. Ronaldson, the Inspector of Mines for the Western area 

of Scotland enclosing a report on the subject of the nature and properties of the coal taken from the splint coal seam 

of the Bog and Home Farm collieries. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-207/208 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-207/208 

27th April 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to the Solicitor at the Board of Trade- see NEIMME-JBA-5-206 above) on the nature and 

properties of the coal wrought from the splint coal seam of the Bog and Home Farm collieries.  The collieries are 

adjacent and are about 3 miles South of Hamilton. Mr. Atkinson notes that in the Bog colliery the splint coal seam 

contains four levels of free, two levels of splint, one level of parrott and one level of impure coal (the latter of which 

is not sent up) while the Home Farm colliery contains three levels of free coal and one each of splint and parrott. The 

mode of working at both collieries is stoop and room or pillar and stall. Bog colliery provides 2 thirds of the coal 

wrought from the splint seam and both collieries are fairly dry, according to Mr. Atkinson. Both splint seams are 

worked with naked lights, since Home Farm has no fire-damp and it is rarely seen at Bog (although there have been 

one or two explosions caused by fire-damp during Mr. Atkinson's time as Inspector).  Parrott coal is filled separately 

with the rest being sold as splint with dross being taken out by screens. The free coal is black, cubical and bituminous 

while the splint is grey-black and slaty when fractured. The coal is fairly free from pyrites and there has been no 

cases of spontaneous combustion to Mr. Atkinson's knowledge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-209 

28th April 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company at Struther colliery advising that the Special Rules that have 

already been established will apply to their new pit that they have just opened. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's inspector of Schools, conveying his opinion that a Mr. 

Gardner is suitably experienced to be passed for a position that is unspecified under the Mines act. Mr. Atkinson 

believes that with the evidence he has been given Mr. Gardner has the necessary five years of practical experience 

needed and he would pass him, but acknowledges that it is Mr. Calder's decision to make. Mr. Atkinson also remarks 

that he cannot see the distinction drawn by the Board between experience gained by workers in a mining engineers 

office who go down a mine for surveying purposes and ordinary working miners.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-210 

28th April/29th April/30th April 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to John Morison on the subject of the death of Ben Ayre 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-212+213 below) and his visit to Dalkeith the next day to investigate further, asking for (a pony?) 

and trap to meet him when he arrives. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 29th April, enclosing a report on the 

explosion of gelatine at Longrigg's no.6 pit confirming receipt of Mr. Lindsay's letter on the subject. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,  dated 30th April, confirming a visit to Mr. 

Stuart's office on Tuesday 3rd May to discuss the complaint against R. Armstrong, the manager of Peutland mines 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-197, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-211 

30th April 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for Mr. Johnstone's request for a clinometer to be granted so he can better 

determine the inclination of strata and roadways in examining accidents. Mr. Atkinson suggests Mr. White, an 

optician from Glasgow, to supply a suitable example of the instrument. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-212 

2 May 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson on the death of Benjamin Ayre (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-213 

below)  The 29 year old sinker was drowned after falling from a scaffold in a sinking pit owned by the Lothian pit 

company into 9 fathoms of water on the 27th April 1892. The body was not recovered until about noon two days 

later, and on that day Mr. Atkinson inspected the place of the accident and concluded no one was to blame for the 

accident. The deceased and another sinker named Edward Corkhill had set up the scaffold in question the day before 

the accident below a cistern from which a pump on a scaffold 12 ft. higher than the one from which Mr. Ayre fell was 

intended to get its water from. On the day of the accident three men were on the higher pump scaffold as the pump 

was about to be started. Mr. Corkhill was on the lower scaffold to try to stop the flow of water from a valve at the 

bottom of the cistern while the deceased was on the pump scaffold. Mr. Corkhill explained that he asked the 



deceased to come down to the lower scaffold and he did so. Mr. Corkhill then said that he laid down on his belly and 

put his hand to the valve to try and rectify matters, and when he got up the deceased was gone. Neither Mr. Corkhill 

or the other three men in the vicinity heard any splash or cry, but Mr. Atkinson concluded that the deceased had 

fallen off the end or side of the scaffold. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-213 

2nd May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Ben Ayre 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-212 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-214 

4th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company reporting on Mr. McLaren's observation that the 

companies' no.2 pit at Colton is working in contravention of section 16 (1) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 and 

asking what their response to this allegation is. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Linridge Coal company confirming the appointment of Samuel Anderson as the 

manager of the Liuridge and Mossband collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-215 

4th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him of a visit from one of the Mr. Barrs on the previous Saturday 

and his advice to him that he needed an extension of time for an exemption. Mr. Atkinson also advises Mr. McLaren 

that he has received no notice of the stopping of one of the Springwell pits, but adds that the cessation may only be 

temporary or may still be being used for ventilation purposes. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Armiston Station colliery confirming the sinking of a new shaft on 

Lunixlands (?) Farm. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-216 

4th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons advising the company that it will need to apply to the Home 

Secretary for an extension of time for the exemption of Bellfield from having two shafts (see NEIMME-JBA-5-215, 1st 

letter above). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Waddell and son at Dalquehandy colliery confirming their starting of a daylight 

mine at Coalburn in Lesmahagow in connection with the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-217 

4th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Geoffrey Drage enclosing corrected evidence that Mr. Atkinson gave before the 

Labour Commission. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Burns confirming the stopping of a mine at Bothwellshields on the 7th April 

(1892) and also enclosing a form. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-218 

5th May/ 7th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson returning papers and a few added notes regarding the Krebs 

explosion and asking whether 'Bill' has part 6 volume xi of the Scotch Institute Proceedings with its Volume of Plates 

since he cannot find his copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,  dated 7th May, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Martin Kelly. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company, dated 7th May, advising them that he has received their letter 

and two copies of their proposed Special Rules with a printed notice but that the notice needs to be amended to 

include the name and address of the Inspector of the district along with instructions that objections to the Rules 

must be referred to him. Mr. Atkinson returns the notice to be amended. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-219 

7th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, remarking that the Home Office Authority to 

employ counsel will cover the revision of the complaint against Peutland mines and Mr. Stuart need not write to 

them on the subject (see NEIMME-JBA-5-210, 3rd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming their discontinuation of the Gas Coal seam in 

their no.3 pit at Brownyside, their no.3 pit at Whiterigg and their no. 11 pit at Arden. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-220 

7th May 1892  



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson confirming that he has sent all the papers he has on the Krebs 

explosion; that 'Bill' can send part 6 of Volume xi of the Scotch Institute without the plates to him; that 'Bill' can have 

all the duplicates he has minus the few that Ash took when he visited last; that Mr. Atkinson showed Mr. Brown the 

abstracts of explosions he had and was told that the Federated Institute would print them and he asks 'Bill' for his 

opinion on this and that he is laid up with a cold. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-221 

9th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing an application by Mr. McLaren for a leave of absence from his Assisting 

Inspector position from the 1st June to the 1st July that year. Mr. Atkinson assures Mr. Matthews that should the 

application be granted, he and his other Assistant, Mr. Johnstone, would be able to adequately cover during his 

absence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-222 

10th May/11th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company advising the company that since their Colton no.2 pit is 

without a second outlet the only persons employed in the pit should be those working on the providing of that 

outlet and not for the purpose of the normal getting of coal as required by the Coal Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Munro asking to meet with him the next day at the Quarter colliery office to 

discuss the reported gunpowder accident. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 11th May, in which he returns the abstract of his accounts for 

the year ended 31st March 1892 correcting it by taking away the amount for expenses claimed in connection with 

his work for the Royal Commission from Explosions of Coal Dust in April 1891 and expenses claimed for his work for 

the Royal Commission on Labour in March 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-223 

11th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, attributed to Mr. Atkinson, Wallace brothers and W.W. Muir, certifying that the copy of 

Special Rules enclosed is the same Special Rules that are currently in operation and established under the Coal Mines 

Regulation act of 1887 at Kingseat colliery. (see letter below) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a certified copy of 

Special Rules (see above) in connection with the case of Robert Dickson, whom Mr. Atkinson believes to have 

violated Special Rules 20, 32, 106 and 107. Mr. Atkinson returns Mr. MacFarlane's letter with its two enclosures, and 

remarks on a case where a boiler fireman was prosecuted for coming to a mine in Midlothian intoxicated a short 

time previously enclosing the Special Rules and result of the trial in that case. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-224 

12th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Young reporting on Mr. Johnstone's declaration that the ventilation at the no.9 

pit at Greenhill is very inadequate and that the fireman at the mine does not date the working places or sign his 

name to the reports as required by the Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson also advises that the next time an Inspector visits 

the mine the manager should accompany him underground. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ferrier and Strain confirming the appointment of David Jackson as the manager of 

Braidenhill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-225 

12th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, on the subject of 

the proposed proceedings against the manager of Peutland mines (see NEIMME-JBA-5-219,1st letter etc.) for 

inadequate ventilation. Mr. Atkinson argues that unless it can be proven that the manager had made specific 

instructions to a Mr. Powell that the fan provided for such purposes should be continually kept running, then he is 

negligent as this is needed to comply with General rule 1. Mr. Powell, as undermanager of the mine, would not be 

liable, Mr. Atkinson continues, since he cannot perform the duties of manager unless the manager is absent, as 

proscribed by section 21 of the act. Mr. Atkinson also informs Mr. Stuart that he has written to the Home Office to 

request employment of counsel against the manager, an advocate to be instructed by the procurator fiscal if 

necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-226 

12th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster providing information on igneous rocks and their surroundings in 

Scotch (sic) coalfields. Mr. Atkinson declares that Scotland has many igneous rocks in its coalfields, and the coal 

seams near these rocks are often described as burned and are anthracitic. When the seams are excessively burned, 

the coal is said to be blind. The most valuable steam coal found in this district is a  pure coal which has had its 

volatile matter driven off by an intrusive whitstone, Mr. Atkinson continues, and adds that this is mostly worked in 

Lanark and the eastern part of Stirling. On a further question of meeting Dr. Foster's friend, Mr. Atkinson declares he 

is glad to meet him and give him introductions and information, and adds that pertinent information can be found 

on pages 3,4 and 5 of his report. Mr. Atkinson adds that no particular information would probably be gained from 

visiting the collieries in the areas he has mentioned, although the whinstone involved can sometimes be seen in the 

shaft when it is above the coal and the coal itself has a bright , brittle appearance which distinguishes it from coal 

unaffected by heat. Mr. Atkinson also adds that the interstices of adjacent rocks are sometimes coated in mineral 

wax. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-227 



12th May/13th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, returning police information and providing a 

report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to Charles Mitchell. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Airdrie Coal company, dated 13th May, returning plans of Young's (?) Coal 

workings with their favour(?) , which Mr. Atkinson advises should be sent direct to the Secretary of State at the 

Home Office. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Reid and sons, dated 13th May, forwarding 2 volumes of North of England Mining 

Institute Transactions, 3 volumes of Federated Institute Transactions and 4 volumes of Scottish Institute Transactions 

to be binded into volumes and returned to Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-228 

13th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Silverburn Coal company, confirming that the company has begun driving a mine to 

the Ell coal at Clelland Townhead colliery to be called Silverburn, but warning that Alex Ritchie's appointment as the 

manager will only be allowed as long as no more than 30 persons are allowed to work underground at any one time, 

since Mr. Ritchie has only a second class certificate. A first class certificated manager will be needed if that number is 

exceeded. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that if the new mine is located in the parish of Bothwell, it falls under the aegis 

of Mr. Ronaldson as Inspector and he will send on this notice to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-229 

13th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer of Shawfield collieries confirming that Shawfield collieries and the Clyde Coal 

company collieries have been amalgamated under the name Wilson's and Clyde Coal company with a Mr. John 

Wilson as its chairman, Mr. Telfer as its appointed agent and Robert McNeil as the certificated manager for the Law 

and Shawfield collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-230 

13th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackay of Roughrigg colliery confirming that a working has been started at East 

Roughrigg colliery for opening a new shaft for parrott, splint and coursed seams of coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-231/232 

13th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, commenting 

further on the problems of ventilation at Peutland mines (see NEIMME-JBA-5-225 etc.)  Mr. Atkinson declares that if 

Mr. Powell believed that the use of a non-revolving fan was adequate for ventilating the Baxter's Heading part of the 



mines he was almost certainly wrong as fire-damp was almost certain to build up or evolve from the strata in that 

area without constant ventilation. Mr. Atkinson believes that it was reasonably practicable for either Powell or the 

mine's manager to provide constant ventilation in that area as required by the act to prevent noxious gases 

accumulating and/or rendering them harmless,  suggesting either carrying air forward by bratticing or by constantly 

revolving the fan involved, and that neither of the two were at liberty to set their judgment against an express 

provision of the Mining act. The use of a hand fan, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, would not be thought suitable in 

'hundreds' of coal mines where fire-damp was constantly accumulating, although it is not expressly forbidden, since 

the act only refers to the result to be obtained and not how to go about it. Mr. Atkinson suggests a meeting to 

discuss the subject, and refers Mr. Stuart to Mr. Peace's book on the Coal act and two cases he refers to under a 

previous act which concerned practically the same rule. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-233 

14th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death 

of Henry Marshall. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Mineral Oil company confirming the 

abandonment by the company of the main coal seam workings of the no. 10 pit at Boghead. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-234 

14th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first by J.B. Atkinson to Major Mackenzie, divisional officer of Maryhill Barracks, enquiring whether it would be 

convenient to visit his office on the 17th May to discuss the question of the damage caused by coal workings at the 

Hamilton Barracks. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-204) Mr. Atkinson also enquires as to the possibility of obtaining papers and 

reports sent on to Major Mackenzie by Colonel White on the subject and also local information on the damage which 

he will be able to supply. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption of the use of gunpowder in cartridges to 

the Saline Valley Coal company's collieries since they are damp and free from fire-damp. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-235 

14th May/16th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren 

on the death of James Elder. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 16th May, informing him that the mistake made regarding the 

dates he intends to take for a leave of absence is doubtless a clerical error and that he would not have suggested any 

alteration without informing Mr. McLaren first. Mr. Atkinson also expresses his regrets for the reason given for his 



break, referring to Mrs. McLaren and that he hopes the change will do her good. Under the circumstances, Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that Mr. McLaren's season ticket renewal should be taken from 1st July for a year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-236 

16th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, referring him to the leave of absence given to Mr. McLaren being stated as from the 

10th June to 1st July rather than from the 1st June which he had applied for and wonders whether this is a clerical 

error. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-235 above) Mr. Atkinson refers to Mr. McLaren's extenuating circumstances whereby his 

wife's ill health had caused her doctor to order her to leave home and Mr. McLaren had arranged to leave with her 

on the earlier date. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-237 

16th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. Foster advising him that he will be at home on Thursday and Friday of that week 

and perhaps all of next week.  Mr. Atkinson informs him that if his friend wishes to write to him, he should do so 

before next Saturday so he can send on letters of introduction before he goes away. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Francois, mining engineer, confirming receipt of a telegram from Dr. Foster 

informing him of Mr. Francois' arrival at the Central Station Hotel the next night. Mr. Atkinson informs Mr. Francois 

that he will visit him at around 9pm the night of his arrival and will bring him the letters of introduction he promised 

him and any other assistance needed during his visit to the district.  (see letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-238 

17th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thompson of Eddlewood colliery, a letter of introduction for Mr. Francois, a 

French Colliery director, asking Mr. Thompson to show him around the colliery as he is interested in anthracitic coal 

and wishes to see a Scotch (sic) colliery.  Mr. Atkinson believes his experience in the Slamannan district will prove 

invaluable. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-237, both letters above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-239 

17th May 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, a letter of introduction for Mr. Francois, a French Colliery 

director, asking if it would be possible to allow Mr. Francois to visit some of the companies' pits in the Slamannan 

district, as he is interested in Scotch pits which work anthracitic or burned coal. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-237 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-240 



17th May/ 21st May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to prepare three plans showing the ground occupied by the 

Hamilton barracks and the coal workings from 200 yards on either side in the ell, main and splint seams and the 

places driven under the barrack grounds. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Johnstone to pick up maps containing the barracks 

at his office that Friday as he will be at home. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-234, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Major Mackenzie of Maryhill Barracks (in Hamilton?) asking to rearrange a meeting 

at the Barracks to the week beginning the 23rd May because he will be at home that week and has had to change his 

arrangements. (see letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-241 

21st May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ross apologising for not being able to get to Helmsdale in the next week because 

of a Wednesday appointment. Mr. Atkinson also refers to a letter from Mr. McLean and promises to come to 

Helmsdale on the 30th May, on the last train from Brora, for a possible fishing trip and if Mr. Ross cannot put him up 

he may stay at an inn in Helmsdale or further North. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Campbell of Brora colliery rearranging a visit to the colliery (which Mr. McLean 

had informed Mr. Campbell of) from the 23rd May to the 30th May due to an engagement (see letter above)  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-242 

18th May/21st May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from James Fairigg to J.B. Atkinson confirming receipt of a letter concerning a visit to Brora colliery the 

following Monday, thanking Mr. Atkinson for his report and hoping that a couple of days' salmon fishing can be 

arranged at Hemsdale (see letter below) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Home Office (?), dated 21st May,  enclosing a letter from James Fairigg as 

requested so that the error he called attention to in his letter of the 16th can be corrected (see NEIMME-JBA-5-241, 

both letters above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-243 

21st May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Gardner of the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire Miners Association promising to 

enquire into the alleged breach of the weighing clause of the Coal Mines act at Woodside colliery that Mr. Gardner's 

committee has informed him of. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Thornhill Coal company confirming the company has opened up the ell coal 

seam in their no.8 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-244 

23rd May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Major Mackenzie arranging a visit to Hamilton barracks on the 26th May. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-240, both letters etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis of Seafield mines confirming that the Pumpherston Oil company are 

about to open the the Houston coal seam at the Seafield mines and that the Special Rules already applying to the 

mines will also apply in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-245 

23rd May/24th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson , receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by Brewsterwells colliery to be exempt 

from using gunpowder in cartridge form since the colliery is free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald McKillop, dated 24th May, on the subject of Stenhouse coal. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald McKillop of Stenhouse colliery, dated 24th May, acknowledging receipt of 

two copies of the collieries' proposed Special Rules and promising to return one of them in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-246 

24th May/26th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren 

on the death of Robert Lindsay. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry Ness and company, dated 26th May, on the subject of Lochside coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-247 

26th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Pettigrew of Belladyke colliery thanking him for the section of Hallcraig and Millfield 

minerals Mr. Pettigrew has sent him, and also for the section of Bellsdyke colliery that has also been promised. Mr. 

Atkinson promises to send Mr. Pettigrew a copy of his annual reports. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Martin from Niddrie colliery concerning the death 

of John Roland (see NEIMME-JBA-5-249, 1st letter) and arranging a visit to the colliery on Saturday concerning this. 

He also promises Mr. Martin a copy of his annual report as soon as he receives them. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to G. Thompson thanking him for his letter and accompanying sections and expressing 

his gladness that Mr. Thompson has finished his heady work in connection with the pumps. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-248 

26th May/28th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look into the eligibility of a woman working as a 

pitheadman at Greyrigg's no.3 pit, despite Mr. Atkinson not seeing any obvious contravention. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. 

McLaren on the death of Thomas Moyes. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Hunter of Rosebank colliery, dated 28th May, sympathising with him on the 

death of his son from an accident on the 19th May. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-249 

28th May 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Ronald. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit his offices on Monday, Wednesday and Friday of 

the following week to pick up letters due to Mr. Atkinson being at home for part of the week. Mr. Atkinson also asks 

Mr. Johnstone to look at the papers concerning Hamilton barracks and give his opinion, remarking that he observed 

cracks at the North End of the barracks on his Thursday visit which he supposes to be caused by the stooping of the 

ell coal within 5 yards of the barrack ground. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-244, 1st letter) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H.W. Lewin enclosing the Bothwellshields plan to be sent on to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-250 

28th May 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, advising him to add air pipes to the proposed 

ventilating solutions for Peutland Mines in the draft complaint since, he argues, wrought iron pipes are often used 

when bratticing is not practicable. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-231/232 etc.) Mr. Atkinson also advises that he, Mr. McLaren 

and Mr. Johnstone should be able to attend a meeting at any time apart from the next week when he will be at 

home and the 17th and 18th June. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company acknowledging receipt of a letter asking for 

exemption from 2 outlets in their 6 inch seam at their no.2 Colton pit, and advising the company to apply direct to 

the Secretary of State with the reasons for their application. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-251 

28th May 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-249, 1st letter) on the death of John 

Ronald. The 18- year old drawer fell down a brake incline in the Stairhead seam of the no. 11 pit at Niddrie colliery, 

resulting in injuries which killed him within a few hours on the 24th May 1842 at about 1 p.m. After visiting the scene 

of the accident 4 days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no blame should be attached to any one involved in the 

incident. The brake incline was examined by Mr. Atkinson, who found nothing amiss. While raising a cage to the level 

of a bench, the deceased  fell 20 fathoms to the bottom of the brake. The empty cage had been raised 2 or 3 inches 

higher than the bench, and while attempting to get a full hutch onto the cage, Mr. Ronald slipped and fell to his 

death while another drawer, Alex Kitchen, watched (?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-252 

1st June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Alexander Drysdale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Archibald provides Mr. Atkinson's opinion that hutches should be tared when 

in usual or normal condition and not when specially cleared in answer to Mr. Archibald's query about the taring of 

hutches at Clackmannan colliery. Mr. Atkinson makes it clear, however, that he knows of no legal decision made on 

the point. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, apologising for the late report 

enclosed on the death of James Hunter by Mr. McLaren which Mr. Atkinson admits, was a case he had overlooked. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-253 

1st June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on 

the death of James Tennant. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on 

the death of Thomas Dobbie. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, coalmasters, agreeing to their proposals as to the managership 

of Bellfield colliery in principle, but suggesting that the Section they mention in the proposal is Section 20(3) (C) 

rather than Section 20(3) (B) 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-254 

1st June/3rd June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Richard 

Peacock by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt, dated 3rd June, confirming that he has purchased the Mainbank 

colliery from the Birkenshaw Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-255 

3rd June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Gardner, Miners Secretary, promising to enquire further into grievances against 

weighing practices at the Bog and Dykehead collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Bradley advising Mr. Bradley to name the colliery against which he 

mentions a weighing grievance so that he can ascertain whether it is situated in Mr. Atkinson's district and can 

therefore be dealt with by him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren telling him that he must attend the trial of Mr. Armstrong (of Peutland 

mines- see NEIMME-JBA-5-250, 1st letter etc.) and apologising if the date would interfere with his holiday plans. Mr. 

Atkinson infers that a letter he has received from Mr. McLaren implies that he has postponed plans for a holiday for 

the present. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-256 

4th June/7th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look further into questions concerning the 

ventilation of Redford Candie pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 7th June, enclosing a report by 

Mr. Johnstone on the death of Robert Simpson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-257 

7th June/8th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Bradley advising that since Govan colliery is not in his district, he will send his 

complaint on to J.M. Ronaldson in Glasgow (see NEIMME-JBA-5-255, 2nd letter) 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Oil Company, dated 8th June, confirming 

the temporary abandonment of the no.30 Westwood pit and the no. 31 pit at Polbeth. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-258 

8th June/9th June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Patrick Donnelly. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him that if he has not yet been to Kirkness about an accident 

he need not since he will be in the area in the next week. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 9th June, advising him that he, Mr. 

McLaren and Mr. Johnstone will attend the Peutland trial on Monday 13th June 1892 at 12 p.m. Mr. Atkinson advises 

that if a conviction is not obtained the case should be appealed and if there is a conviction, only a nominal penalty 

should be brought. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-255, 3rd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-259 

8th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an application for exemption from 2 shafts at Colton no. 2 

pit for the 6 feet seam under section 18(ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-260 

8th June 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the (abandoned?) Humph coal workings at the Rochsolloch no.1 mine at New 

Monkland, owned by the Airdrie Coal company in September 1891. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-261 

8th June 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned Dunnet Oil shale workings at the Newbigging Burntisland no.1 mine 

owned by James Ross and company in 1891, due to (further?) trial pits to prove shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-262 

8th June 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned Kiltongue coal workings at the Darngavil no. 13 pit at New Monkland 

owned by the Darngavil Coal company in January 1892. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-263 

11th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the temporary abandonment of working in the shale seam of the 

Forkhead no.9 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-264 

11th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Saline Valley Coal company on the subject of Saline Valley (n?) coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-265 

14th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Anderson arranging a meeting concerning an accident at Lochgelly pit on 

Thursday 16th June and proposing to visit Kirkness and Kinross afterwards. Mr. Atkinson also asks for Mr. Anderson 

to arrange a conveyance from the carriage hirer for his visits since he has forgotten the hirer's address. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Allardice proposing an appointment in Hamilton the next week to discuss the 

subject of saving miners in the event of a fire in the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-266 

14th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Passenger Superintendent in Queen Street arranging a 3rd class saloon carriage 

from Queens Street to Largs on the 1.20p.m. train on the 1st July 1892 for 11 adults and 15 children. Mr. Atkinson 

explains that he and Mr. Ronaldson's family want to travel together. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Carmichael informing him that he will be at Roughcraig colliery at 10.30 a.m. the 

next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-267 

15th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Waldie and sons of Tranent collieries confirming that their Muirpark pit has been 

abandoned. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-268 

15th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Beveridge informing him that he proposes to visit Kirkness colliery at about 2 p.m. 

the next day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Thompson of Greyrigg Coal company confirming that the company are opening a 

new shaft in the splint coal in Craigmad field to be called either the no.4 pit Greyrigg or the no.2 pit Blackbrass. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-269 

18th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company expressing puzzlement over their application for 

exemption from 2 shafts at their main coal seam at the Redford pit since a seam is not being sunk or an outlet being 

made at this time, as far as he is aware. No exemption is needed if they are proving minerals, and Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that he cannot advise an exemption until the old waste in the main coal is tapped and the water run off. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall advising him to bring proceedings against the engineman James Bogie 

and the haulage engineman William Beveridge at the no.7 pit at Cowdenbeath if he believes they have committed 

contraventions of the Coal Mines act or Special Rules in place. Mr. Atkinson advises bringing the matter to the 

attention of the procurator fiscal who can then forward it to the Sheriff. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-270 

18th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, asking for any decision that has been made 

about the Peutland prosecution (see NEIMME-JBA-5-258, 3rd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to David Cowan of the Carron Iron Works confirming that David Gilmour has been 

appointed manager of Carronhall colliery, Archibald Livingstone has been appointed manager of Shieldhill colliery 

and James Clelland appointed as agent (of both collieries?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-271 

18th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Allardice arranging a meeting at the Clyde Coal company office on Wednesday 

22nd June at 4 pm. 



The second from J. B. Atkinson to A. and F. Danks of Hill colliery confirming the reopening of the colliery at 

Netherburn and the intention to work the virtuewell seam with Andrew Dawks as manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-272 

18th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Muir advising him to send his application for exemption from 2 shafts at 

Stravenhouse under section 18 (ii) (c) direct to the Secretary of State who will then refer it back to Mr. Atkinson to 

be inquired into. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Colin Dunlop and company returning the certificates of William Kain and William 

Johnstone, the appointed undermanagers of Quarter collieries, with an enquiry as to which parts of the collieries 

each are responsible for. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-273 

20th June/21st June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to F.J. Lauder of Holmes mines concerning the death of 

Patrick McLachlan (Laughlin- see NEIMME-JBA-5-281) and arranging a visit to the mine the next day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.A. Hood, dated 21st June, asking for the name of the undermanager at Whitehill 

colliery since he has been informed that James Simpson has been acting in this position without an undermanager's 

certificate rather than the accredited Alexander McSugar (?) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown of the Mid and East Lothian Miners Association, dated 21st June, promising 

to enquire into the situation regarding the management of Whitehill colliery (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-274 

21st June/22nd June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company confirming the discontinuation of the working of the 

Drumgray seam of coal in the companies' no.2 pit at Brownrigg. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 22nd June, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of William Boyd. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5- 275/276/277 

22nd June 1892 



Report by J.B. Atkinson (to the divisional officer of Maryhill barracks-see NEIMME-JBA-5-278 below) with reference 

to the coal workings under and adjacent to the Hamilton barracks. After reading papers supplied by the War office 

and examining the barrack buildings and some of the coal workings under and adjacent to the barrack ground, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that further damage to the buildings on the North portion of the barrack ground which had been 

affected by abstraction of the stoops in the ell and splint coal seams in that area was unlikely since the stooping had 

been concluded some time ago, provided no more stoops were removed within 100 yards of the barrack ground as 

he advises. Mr. Atkinson also expresses his opinion that he agrees with the colliery owners that as long as the colliery 

only works one-third of the total quantity of coal available from the ell, main and splint seams formed or forming 

into stoops the surface should not be further affected. Although acknowledging that some damage may be caused 

by lateral draw due to subsidence, Mr. Atkinson believes that the allowing of subsidence over the whole area of the 

barrack ground would be as little likely to cause damage as restricting the subsidence and could even prove to be 

less likely to cause such damage. Mr. Atkinson also concludes that building married quarters on the militia staff 

barracks ground should be safe and the drill shed, once repaired and properly examined by a competent authority, 

will be able to be put to its former use. However, he warns against building the proposed sergeant's mess since the 

area to be used is near to the removal of certain stoops. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-249, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-278 

22nd June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the divisional officer of Maryhill Barracks returning papers 

and reports on the damage done to Hamilton Barracks by coal workings as given to him by Major Mackenzie and 

enclosing his report on this (see NEIMME-JBA-5-275 etc. above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-279 

23rd June/24th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Gardner promising to enquire further on the subject of tarning hutches at 

Dykehead colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 24th June, remarking that 

James Bogie and William Beveridge may have contravened the Coal Mines act or Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

269, 2nd letter), referring to sections 50 and 51(3) which finds that an owner, agent or manager will be found guilty 

if they are not found to have taken all reasonable force in publishing and enforcing said rules. Mr. Atkinson further 

remarks that contraventions are most effectively dealt with by managers, agents or owners by bringing those to 

blame before the authorities, and therefore cannot understand why Mr. Mungall is reluctant to complain on the 

subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-280 

24th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bowden Lime company confirming the receiving of a letter in which the appointing 

of Alex Calder as the agent of Bowden Limestone mines is intimated. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Walker of Springwell colliery confirming the appointment of Mr. Walker 

himself as the manager of the colliery and his appointment of John Newland as the undermanager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-281 

25th June 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-282, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Patrick McLaughlan. The 23 year old drawer was burned by an explosion of fire-damp in the no.8 bench of 

the no.2 Holmes mine of jubilee oil shale at around 11pm on the 17th June 1892, dying from his injuries two days 

later at Edinburgh Infirmary. After inspecting the area of the accident two days after Mr. McLaughlan's death, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that the deceased was to blame for the accident since he went into an area that  had not been 

checked for fire-damp and therefore should not have gone to. Mr. Atkinson assumes that he did so to collect shale, 

and while there, the naked light on his headlamp ignited said fire-damp. Mr. Atkinson also implies that the miner 

Michael Coque who he worked for may also be culpable, for he concludes he would certainly have known that he 

had entered a restricted area. William Rodgers, the contractor responsible for getting shale in the no.8 bench and 

the employer of both men is also mentioned. Thomas Vincent , the nightwatchman, confirmed that he had examined 

the area where the two men were supposed to work prior to their beginning their shift at 6 pm and found it clear 

but did not examine the area where the deceased was found as stooping there had been suspended and no person 

had to work there. Mr. Atkinson remarks that a relaying of the rails where the two men were supposed to be 

working as mentioned in the police report was not mentioned to him on his visit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-282 

25th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-281. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Patrick McLaughlan (see NEIMME-JBA-5-281 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-283 

25th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Passenger Superintendent, Waverley Station, Edinburgh, asking him to allow the 

9.10 am train from Hyndland to Bathgate on Tuesday, the 28th June to stop at Westcraig station to allow him to get 

off. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland of Carron collieries confirming the appointment of David Gilmour as 

the manager of Cassors Hall colliery, the William pit and the numbers 5 and 6 pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-284 



25th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Under Secretary of State at the War Office confirming 

that he has sent a report on the damage to Hamilton Barracks by coal mine workings to the Divisional Officer at the 

Maryhill Barracks in Glasgow. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-278 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-285 

25th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood of the Lothian Coal company advising him to appoint an undermanager to 

Whitehill colliery if he does not exercise daily personal supervision of the colliery as required by Section 21 (1) of the 

Coal Mines act. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-273, 2nd and 3rd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons confirming the appointment of Arch (?) (sic) Clarkson as the 

manager of the companies' Bellfield colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-286 

25th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Smith and Mason company thanking the company for providing a judgement on Robert 

Armstrong's appeal against his supposed contravening of the Coal Mines regulation act 1887 from the point of view 

of a Sheriff substitute and also for providing a print of said appeal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-287 

25th June 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the exhausted Broxburn oil shale seam at the  Hopetown no. 5 mine B at Kirkliston, 

abandoned on the 30th November 1891 by the Young's Paraffin and Mineral Oil company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-288 

27th June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Alexander Allan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to investigate a fire-damp explosion that occurred at the 

no. 11 pit at Polbeth on the 23rd June which he has just been informed of. He informs Mr. Johnstone that he he is 

returning the notice with his own regarding the tardiness of being informed of the accident contravening the Coal 

Mines act. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of David Black. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-289 

27th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe admonishing him for informing him of an accident that had occurred four 

days earlier, where Section 35 of the Coal Mines act stated that accidents should be noted within 24 hours (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-288, 2nd letter above). Mr. Atkinson advises him to follow this rule in future. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Roy of the Liurigg colliery confirming that George D. McKenzie has been 

appointed under-manager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-290 

27th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company advising them that he cannot recommend the exemption 

of 2 shafts with regards to their Redford main coal until they have tapped the old waste and run off the water (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-269, 1st letter) After doing this, he can see no objection until they make a road to the old shaft. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (James Nimmo and company?), turning down their application for 

exemption from 2 shafts, advising the company to make the new shaft or drive in the Main Coal seam in the 

direction of an old shaft to the point where the coal was formerly worked. Until the workings which are full of water 

are tapped and the water run off, he can see no way the exemption may be granted. (see letter above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-291 

27th June/28th June 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that three applications for under-managers certificates 

(5581,5582 and 5583) should be granted and providing Mr. Johnstone's report as further evidence since all three are 

similar claims during the same period of time at the same collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 28th June, thanking him for 

providing a copy of the appeal made in the Peutland prosecution case along with papers from the Holmes mines (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-270, 1st letter etc.). Mr. Atkinson thanks Mr. Stuart for the care and ability he has shown in 

prosecuting the case, and informs him that he has written to the Home Secretary to advise defending against the 

appeal, while hoping that the High Court reverses its decision so the true issues can be laid before the Court. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-292 



28th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer of Shawfield colliery confirming that operations have started on sinking a new 

shaft to be named Gillhead pit to the Iowa Drumgray coal near Law Junction. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-293 

28th June 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him that Robert Armstrong, the manager of Peutland mines, was tried and 

found guilty of breaching General Rule 1 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 at the Edinburgh Sheriff Court and 

has launched an appeal to the High Court of Justiciary. Mr. Atkinson asks that the Lord Advocate be informed on the 

subject of defending the judgement made by the Court.( see NEIMME-JBA-5-291, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-294 

28th June/30th June 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark informing him that he will arrive at Ormiston Station at 11a.m the next 

day and wishes to see a Mr. Mackie and his father while he is there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James A. Hood of Whitehill colliery asking him to specify whether he exercises daily 

personal supervision of the colliery as part of his managerial duties. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-285, 1st letter etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster at Glasgow, dated 30th June, asking him to redirect letters and 

telegrams from the next day from his home address to Heil bank in Largs until further notice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-295 

29th June/2nd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James A. Hood advising him that since he will not specify that he exercises daily 

personal supervision of Whitehill colliery as its manager, an undermanager should be appointed. (see NEIMME-JBA-

5-294, 2nd letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 2nd July, advising him that he has 

received the enclosed letter from the Home Office regarding the defending of the judgement of the sheriff in the 

Peutland prosecution case. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-293 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-296 

2nd July 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to prosecute Joseph Park, the manager of Allanshaw colliery, for 

failing to provide man holes on self acting inclined planes as specified by General Rule 14, section 49 of the Coal 

Mines Regulation act 1887 despite being warned twice to do so. The accident at the colliery on the 23rd June in 

which a miner was injured on the incline could have been avoided, Mr. Atkinson argues, if such refuge holes had 

been available. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-297 

2nd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J. B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. McLaren informing him of his changed address (see NEIMME-JBA-

5-294, 3rd letter) and asking him to visit Kimmel colliery to report on  the progress of a new sinking pit and the 

Kimmel swab pit, as it has a six-month exemption which may be renewed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McKillop of Stenhouse colliery on the subject of Stenhouse coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-298 

2nd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James A. Hood advising him that he has no power to allow the situation at Whitehill 

colliery to continue as it is since Mr. Hood cannot show he has daily personal supervision of the colliery as specified 

under section 20(3) of the act and an undermanager must be appointed. Mr. Atkinson adds that the proposed 

appointment of James Simpson pending his passing of the next available (undermanager) exam cannot be waited 

for. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Mackenzie of Cornsilloch colliery confirming the commencement of the 

sinking of a new no.3 pit at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-299 

4th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Geoffrey Drage of the Royal Commission on Labour confirming the receipt of a letter 

and returning meanings of technical terms he used in his evidence to the Commission. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to the British Linen Bank placing an order worth £31 credited to his 

account. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools confirming receipt of a letter and also 

confirming that he has signed and forwarded the enclosures within it to the Home Office. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-300 

5th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to James Renmuax at the Central Station Hotel in Glasgow confirming 

that Mr. Brown has informed him by telegram of his visit to Glasgow and apologising for not being able to meet him, 

enclosing introductions to the managers of two large collieries near Hamilton with directions to both Mr. Wyper's 

colliery and the Garnock colliery and also promising to provide introductions to other collieries he may wish to visit if 

he writes with details. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to W. Brown apologising for not being able to meet with his friend 

Mr. Renmuax (see letter above) due to his relocation to Largs (see NEIMME-JBA-5-294) but advising him that he has 

provided him with introductions to two of the largest collieries in Hamilton (see also above letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-301 

5th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery as an introduction to Mr. Renmuax who wishes to 

see a large Scotch (sic) colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-300) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wyper of Clyde colliery and the Clyde Coal company as an introduction to 

Mr. Renmuax who wishes to see a large Scotch colliery (as above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-302 

5th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Wallace Thorneycroft of Merryton colliery apologising for not having 

his papers to hand as he is in his summer quarters (see NEIMME-JBA-5-294) and asking him to send him a copy of 

the notice he refers to in an enclosed letter from the Labour commission. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McD. Thompson informing him that he will be at Little Raith colliery at about 

11.45a.m the next day to find out more about the accident to William Hynd. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. McLaren asking him if the Special Rules he has enclosed are the 

same as those currently in operation at Niddrie colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-303 

6th July 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned Annadale Main coal at the no. 10 Boghead mine at Bathgate owned by 

the Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company in May 1892 due to unprofitability of the coal at the present 

time. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-304 

6th July 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned thick coal at the Bogside colliery in Lochgelly owned by the Fife Coal 

company in August 1891 due to the inferior nature of the coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-305 

6th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Miller, secretary of the United Engine-keepers Mutual Protective Association of 

Scotland, promising that his discharge from Southrigg colliery will be looked into by Mr. McLaren and that he will be 

notified after Mr. Atkinson has received his report on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from two shafts to the ell coal from the 

no.2 pit at St(?) colliery under Section 18(ii) (b) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-306 

7th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir promising to investigate in the case of a colliery  that is transferring coal 

from hutches filled by miners to hutches on the surface before weighing the coal. Mr. Atkinson surmises that the 

owners may be indulging in the practice because of the different prices paid for large and small coal and the possible 

necessity of screening despite the act stating that weighing of coal should be at a place as near as is practicable to 

the pit mouth. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Weir to reveal the colliery where the practice is allegedly taking place so he can 

look into the affair further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Moses saying he knows of no suitable position available for him implying 

that a position as a manager in Scotland would not be advisable. Mr. Atkinson suggests that the pay is poor and such 

a position would only be practicable if undertaken with a large company, but still promises to let him know if he 

hears of anything. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-307 

7th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland of Carron collieries confirming the appointment of Archibald Livingstone 

as the manager of the no.1, no.6 and Herdshill pit at Shieldhill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-308 



7th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company on the subject of Lochside coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-309 

8th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to W. Thorneycroft thanking him for a letter and its enclosures. Mr. 

Atkinson remarks that, in the case of the attempted dismissal of Mr. Anderson, a checkweigher, he did not go into 

the question of his conduct in his evidence to the Home Office- only the most practicable way to dismiss any 

checkweigher regardless of his behaviour. He adds that he only referred to documents referred to in his evidence 

and that it would not be advisable to ask for the Sheriff's decision to be printed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Geoffrey Drage, secretary of the Labour Commission, enclosing a copy of a notice 

posted at Merryton colliery referring to the dismissal of a checkweigher (see letter above?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-310 

8th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Martin of Niddrie colliery confirming the appointment of David Archibald and 

William Campbell as the under-managers of the no. 11 pit and no. 13 pit respectively of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-310A 

9th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid returning the print of Special Rules of the Gibson and Niddrie 

company which he has certified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery advising him that he may be allowed to employ 

workmen in the virtuewell seam of the no.2 pit at Brownlee colliery to make a communication with their no.1 shaft 

as long as there is not more than 20 so employed. Mr. Atkinson further advises that if he applies for an exemption 

under Section 18 (iii) (a) from the Secretary of State, he may also be able to employ some of these workmen to work 

coal at the same time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-311 

9th July 1892  

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-312, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Black. The 40- year old foreman employed by William Black and sons was burned by an explosion of fire-damp 

in the Upper Drumgray coal seam of the no.1 pit at Brownyside colliery at about 4.15 a.m. on the 1st June 1892, 

dying from his injuries on the 3rd of July at the Glasgow Royal infirmary.  After visiting the scene  two days after the 



accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was caused by the deceased entering an area known to have 

contained fire-damp with a naked light in contravention of General Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act. The deceased was 

noted by two brushers to be carrying an open light as well as a safety lamp immediately before the accident during 

his statutory inspection under the same General Rule. The same section of the pit had seen a burning incident on the 

20th May, when a drawer named Patrick Fitzpatrick had been slightly burned. The accident was found to have 

occurred at a small trouble crossing the face where fire-damp had collected. Mr. Atkinson further concluded that the 

explosion may have been exacerbated by displaced canvass sheets. When Mr. Atkinson visited the area, he found it 

was clear of fire-damp and the ventilation was adequate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-312 

9th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-311. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Black (see NEIMME-JBA-5-311 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Smith and Mason confirming receipt of a letter that intimates the Cloppens Oil 

company does not want to proceed with an appeal by Mr. Armstrong (of Peutland mines-see NEIMME-JBA-5-293 

etc.) against Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-313 

12th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

accident to William Boyle. Mr. Atkinson refers to Mr. Park, the manager of Allanshaw colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

296) and his continued refusal to provide refuge holes that may well have prevented the accident in question. Mr. 

Atkinson remarks that he has been instructed by the Home Office to institute proceedings against him and asks Mr. 

Wilson to take the appropriate steps. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-314 

12th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan of the Home Office returning a corrected list of the District of Mines in the 

East Scotland district which he notes has already been corrected. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.J. Russell of Ryding colliery acknowledging that he has abandoned his ingoing 

eyes, that the no.1 pit to the Kiltongue seam has been sunk and that John McKnight has been appointed manager of 

the pit. He also remarks that the Special Rules need to be established as soon as possible. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Miller remarking that he cannot see how he can help him after his discharge 

from Southrigg colliery after looking into the reasons for it ( see NEIMME-JBA-5-305, 1st letter) but that a lawyer is 

willing to take up the case if he believes he has any grievance against the colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-315 

13th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Walker, the manager at Westcraigs colliery, on the subject of a Westcraig 

justiceman,  suggesting that a deputation of miners need not be present when hutches are tared as as a justiceman 

represents them. Mr. Atkinson suggests that if Mr. Walker believes that a justiceman is interfering with matters 

outside his province an application for his removal can be made citing Section 13 (4) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-316 

13th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit his house, ask Mr. Fulton the joiner who lives opposite 

him to give him the keys and retrieve a notice of an accident referred to by Barr and sons in an enclosed letter, make 

a copy of it and send it to them. He also asks Mr. Johnstone to retrieve a book referred to in an enclosed letter from 

his brother and send it to the brother. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-317 

13th July/14th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company advising him that the Home Office believes that 

searching for or finding minerals cannot be continued indefinitely after the sinking of or mining into a seam until the 

amount of mineral is proved, and therefore an exemption from a second shaft under Section 18(iii) (a) would 

probably not be granted. Mr. Atkinson does believe, however, that Mr. Fyfe should apply for exemption under the 

same ruling on the grounds that the quantity of mineral that has been proven so far is insufficient to repay the 

outlay that has been occasioned in sinking the seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Murray, Inspector of the Poor, dated 14th July, asking for him to apply to the 

Home Secretary for details as to the fatal accident to James Tennant at Leadhills mine since he has no authority to 

provide his board with the official report on the matter, and would need their express instructions to do so. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-318 

14th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The frirst from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on 

the death of James Dick. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath Coal company confirming that their company has 

begun sinking a new shaft at Cowdenbeath and another at Mosside. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-319 

18th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bankend Coal company asking them to attend to the establishment of Special 

Rules at their colliery as soon as possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Dodds apologising that Banknock colliery is not in his district and he cannot 

supply details of any value on it. He also remarks that he is living in Fife at the moment, playing golf, and will try to 

arrange a meeting in Newcastle in November. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons asking them to attend to the establishing of Special Rules at 

their Bellfield colliery as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-320 

18th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Ballantyne informing him that Special Rules under the Coal Mines act of 1887 have 

not been established at Bellfield colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Grainger of Burntisland Oil company confirming that William Johnstone has 

been appointed the certificated manager of the mines owned by the company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-321 

18th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, advising him to send a complaint 

regarding the Allanshaw prosecution (see NEIMME-JBA-5-313 etc.) to his Largs address to be signed and returned. 

Mr. Atkinson adds that he believes Mr. Park, the manager of the colliery will plead guilty and he will not need to 

attend the trial. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-322 

22nd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, returning a complaint that he 

has signed regarding the Allanshaw prosecution (see NEIMME-JBA-5-321 above etc.) and adding that his two first 

names are James Boland. He reiterates his belief that Mr. Park will plead guilty and that he need not attend the trial 

or pleading diet (although he agrees to if Mr. Wilson deems it necessary). He concludes that a fine of £3 will probably 

be adequate for the offence. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Daniel McMillan. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-323 

23rd July 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-324 below) on the death of Thomas 

Scott. The 19 year old dook header employed by the Lothian Coal company was burned while filling his lamp with oil 

in the Engine pit at Newbottle colliery on the 13th July 1892 at about 3.30pm, dying from his injuries the same day. 

After visiting the scene of the accident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was not due to any 

breach of the Coal Mines act of 1887. Mr. Atkinson explained that the pit was normally lighted by electric lamps but 

on the day in question the wires on those lamps were being repaired and the way was illuminated by large lamps of 

the same shape as the lamps miners usually used in their bonnets, and it was while the deceased was filling one of 

those with oil the accident occurred. Mr. Atkinson believes that the oil was set on fire when a current of air from the 

opening of a door caused the flame of the lamp to come in contact with the oil setting Mr. Scotts' clothing alight. Of 

the three men close by at the time of the accident, the dookheader James McMillan and the coupler James 

Walkinshaw ran away in alarm while the driver James Gilchrist burned his hands attempting to put out the flames 

while the deceased moved around in a frenzied state. The manager of the colliery Mr. Morrison declared that he had 

asked for a report on the matter, since the oil used was declared safe but obviously contained too many inflammable 

elements, but had not yet received it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-324 

23rd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-323. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Scott (see NEIMME-JBA-5-323 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-325 

23rd July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons asking the company to post the Special Rules supplied for 

Bellfield colliery with the usual notice required by the Coal Mines act of 1887 to allow them to be properly 

established. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-320, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood of Whitehill colliery confirming the appointment of William McKenzie as 

the undermanager at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-326 

23rd July 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, requesting the fee of  £15 and 15 shillings for his inspection and subsequent report on 

the situation at Hamilton barracks for the War Office (see NEIMME-JBA-5-284 etc.) Mr. Atkinson assures Mr. 

Matthews that his work on the report in no way infringed on the time needed for the discharge of his official duties 

as the Inspector of Mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-327 

23rd July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that Robert Wilson has been appointed the 

manager of Candie and Redford collieries, John Murray has been appointed the manager of Longrigg colliery and 

that Alexander Park has been appointed manager of Drumclair colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-328 

23rd July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Fairmount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, informing him that he has received a mercurial barometer and an andonometer from the 

Government as scientific instruments. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-329 

23rd July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming their sinking of a pit to the East of Blackston 

Station, to be named Blackston no.1 to be placed under the same management as their Candie and Redford pit(s) 

and that they are reopening their Meadowfield pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-330 

23rd July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to H. Johnstone apologising for Mr. Johnstone's problems while calling at 

his home at Foremount Terrace concerning gas and promises to write to Mr. Fulton about the problem. Mr. Atkinson 

also promises to play a round of golf with Mr. Johnstone on the next Saturday, since he cannot make it on Friday and 

remarks on the nice weather. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-331 

23rd July/27th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Rigg of the Werter(?) Crosshill colliery remarking that he has not received a copy of 

the colliery's Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson adds that if the Special Rules have been posted at the colliery for a fortnight 



with no objections all that will be needed will be the sending of two copies to him so the necessary formalities can 

be gone through. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he is sorry that Mr. Rigg was not there when he visited the colliery 

while reminding him that if more than 20 people are employed underground a manager or undermanager must be 

present to provide supervision. Mr. Atkinson concludes that a Mr. Stachan does not hold an undermanagers' 

certificate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 27th July, granting an exemption from 2 shafts to outlets at 

Cameron colliery in Airdrie under section 18 (iii) (b) of the Coal Mines act providing not more than 20 people are 

employed underground at any one time, fire is not used for ventilation or any other reason underground, the second 

shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 31st January 1892(sic) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-332 

26th July 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bankend Coal company apologising for asking for Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson 

reveals he had forgotten that the colliery concerned had been taken over from the previous owners of Chapelhall 

who had previously set up Special Rules and that no further action need be taken by the company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting Ryding colliery at Airdrie exemption for 2 shafts providing 

no more than 20 people are allowed to work underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any 

other reason underground, a second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 31st 

January 1892(sic) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-333 

28th July 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James H. Gardner, miners' secretary, promising to enquire further into the ventilation 

at Bog colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. Bowman of Muiredge collieries arranging a meeting to see 

Dunbeath collieries' undersea workings on the next Saturday. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. Martin asking to arrange a possible meeting at Niddrie on the 1st 

August concerning old workings at the Carlton seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-334 

28th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report and remarking 

that in his opinion the accident to John Casey does not seem to have been caused by any contravention of the 

Special Rules under the Coal Mines act. Mr. Atkinson continues that the father of the injured party should have had a 

certificate for using dynamite but that that is probably a matter to discuss with Major Cundill, the Inspector of 

Explosives, under the Explosions act. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-335 

30th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Dixon Ltd. confirming the appointments of Richard Thompson as the manager of 

Fauldhouse and Wilsontown collieries, David Muir as the undermanager of Fauldhouse colliery and Neil Watson and 

William Watson as the undermanagers of the no.3 and no.9 pits at Wilsontown colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-336 

30th July 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. Matthews, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, explaining that a telegram sent on Home Office Service had been sent to Mr. Johnstone 

informing him that Mr. Atkinson would be returning to his office a day early from a distant part of the district and 

that he would not need to visit his office that day to pick up correspondence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-337 

5th August 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Rigg and Company acknowledging the receipt of two copies of Special Rules for the 

Water Crosshill colliery and promising to return one in due course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that he will be returning to Glasgow on the 

31st (August?) and will go fishing with him(?) at Loch Eck in September. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to D. Urquhart advising him to send his request for an extension of 

exemption from 2 shafts at Shab pit at Kirruich (?) directly to the Secretary of State who would then send it on to Mr. 

Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-338 

5th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to John Motherwell accepting his invitation to go shooting with him on 

the 12th August at Rawnyards House in Airdrie and asking for advice for routes to Fannyside by train. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to the British Linen Banking company enclosing an order for £41 and 

6 shillings to be placed into his account and asking for an acknowledgment of receipt. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-339 

5th August 1892 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Anthony Watson of Lochgelly concerning Water Crosshill coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts for 

Ingliston Oil Shale mine for six months under section 18(ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-340 

6th August 1892  

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-344 below) on the death of William 

Matthew. The 26 year old brusher was injured by a fall of stone in a heading in the eight foot seam of Denbeath 

colliery owned by Bowman and Company at about 6am on the 11th July 1892. He died 19 days later from his injuries. 

Mr. Atkinson explains that he was not informed of the accident until Mr. Matthew died since the doctors reported to 

Archibald Bowman, the colliery's manager, that the deceased's injury was trifling and not the kind of serious 

personal injury that needed to be reported under the Coal Mines act. Since the accident area was not closed up but 

only timbered Mr. Atkinson could not fruitfully examine the scene of the accident and had to rely on the account 

given by the undermanager Mr. Cook who visited the scene soon after the accident and discussed it with the 

deceased. From his account Mr. Matthew, employed as a brusher by John Brown and company, started his shift at 

10pm on the 10th July working with John Brown and Brown's brother. At the time of the accident the three were 

working near the face of a heading which they had brushed forward putting up a 9ft. bar across the place. At this 

point a 2ft. piece of blaes fell on the back of the deceased. Mr. Cook claimed that the brushers knew the blaes was 

loose and that the deceased had stated that they had been careless in not making it more secure and had no-one to 

blame but themselves for the incident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-341 

6th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Hunter informing Mr. Hunter that there is no specific rule in the Coal Mines act or 

the Special Rules (which are equally binding) that requires the appointment of a specified bottomer. Mr. Atkinson 

admits the Special Rules are somewhat vague on the point assuming the appointment of a bottomer  but that rules 

61 and 62 allow for another worker to do such work if the bottomer is absent. Mr. Atkinson advises that in the 

absence of a specified bottomer another worker should be authorized to do such work if deemed necessary. Mr. 

Atkinson also advises Mr. Hunter that in specifying where brushers are required to work Section 4 of the Coal Mines 

act must be observed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Robert Pryde. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-342 

6th August 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Alex Blackadder thanking him for his invitation to stay with his family 

on the night of the 11th July at Airdrie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-338). Mr. Atkinson describes details of his preferred train 

route back on the Dundee train the next day or his alterrnate plan to stay in Glasgow the next night travelling the 

next day for a (fishing?) competition. Mr. Atkinson concludes by reporting his lack of success in a fishing competition 

at Loch Leven. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to David Spence telling him that he is not aware of any other David Spence acting as 

an undermanager or manager at any colliery in his district of Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-343 

6th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. King asking him to leave the keys for the house for him to collect 

a green bore(?) and cartridges on Thursday evening on his way to Airdrie that night (see NEIMME-JBA-5-342 above 

etc.) and hoping he is not finding his stay in Glasgow too oppressive. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall promising to help a Mr. Aubrey if he can, despite admitting that he and 

fellow Inspector Mr. Ronaldson do not know who advertises in the matter he requires help with. Mr. Atkinson also 

remarks that he is pleased that Mr. Hall sees some merit in his curve of explosions, believing that some sound 

conclusion can be made from it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-344 

6th August 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley promising to help a Mr. Aubrey in his application for a post in the West of 

Scotland, despite his and Mr. Ronaldson's ignorance as to who advertises such things (see NEIMME-JBA-5-343, 2nd 

letter above) Mr. Atkinson also promises to visit him the next time he is in Newcastle. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. McConnell promising to meet him at the moor on the 12th 

August (for shooting?) after staying with Mr. Blackadder in Airdrie the previous night (see NEIMME-JBA-5-343,1st 

letter etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Matthew (see NEIMME-JBA-5-340) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-345 

8th August/13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.G. Shute advising him that he does not know where the place he refers to in his 

letter is, and thinks it may well be in the other district (of Scotland) but will assist further if he can. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ferrier and Strain, dated 13th August, confirming the appointment of John 

McKnight as the manager of Braidenhill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-346 

13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Young's Paraffin,Light and Mineral Oil company on the subject of Ingliston Oil Shale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Mineral Oil company confirming the receipt 

of two copies of Special Rules for Ingliston Oil Shale pit and promising to return one in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-347 

13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons on the subject of Bellfield coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Kerr of Birkenshaw colliery confirming receipt of a letter informing him of 

the death of George McInnis from injuries he received at the colliery on the 29th July 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-347A 

13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Brownlie, Watson and Beckett at the Bank of Scotland apologising that he can give no 

information on the matter of the death of William Small after receiving a letter from the three forwarded by Mr. 

Ronaldson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Paraffin, Light and Mineral Oil company confirming the 

reopening of their no.9 pit at Forkneath at Uphall. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-348 

13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.F. Lee of Castle Eden colliery informing him that the managership vacancy he has 

inquired about is for John Watson's Ltd collieries although he is not aware of where exactly the vacancy is. Mr. 

Atkinson expresses his belief that the company is a good one capable of expansion. Mr. Atkinson adds information 

on the companies' collieries- Earmouth, Eddlewood and North Motherwell near Hamilton and Lodge(?) and 

Brissiehill(?) in Stirlingshire. The former he describes as similar to Durham (?) collieries, while the latter are shallow 

pits working thin coals. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Clarkson of Bellfield colliery confirming receipt of two copies of the Special Rules 

proposed to be established  by the colliery and promising to return one of the copies in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-349 

13th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death 

of George McInnis (see NEIMME-JBA-5-347) from inflammation of the lungs, according to the 'doctor' (sic) but Mr. 

Atkinson asks Mr. Wilson to enquire into the cause and inform him of the results. Although Mr. McLaren 

recommends a prosecution, Mr. Atkinson believes that a late inspection of the area involved is valid and that the 

deceased had been warned of loose stone prior to the accident so no legal proceedings would seem to be necessary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to James Barrowman apologising for his inability to attend the 

Summer meeting of the Institute. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-350 

15th August/16th August 1892 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, refusing the application of Alex Barrowman for an undermanager's 

certificate since Mr. Atkinson's predecessor had refused him for not working directly under the undermanager in the 

eligible time slot. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing William Duncan an undermanagers certificate since he 

had been eligible for 18 months prior to the passing of the Coal Mines' act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing Stenhouse colliery exemption from using gunpowder in 

cartridges since he believes the colliery to be free of firedamp and coal dust. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to George Brooks acknowledging receipt of his pamphlet on the 8 hours' question and 

promising to read and respond to it if need be. Mr. Atkinson sends him in return his report (on the same subject?) 

from the previous year along with a list of the mines in his district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-351 

16th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him of a potential new employee for a 

position he has supposedly mentioned. A Mr. Archibald recommends a Mr. David Spence in an enclosed letter, and 

Mr. (J.B.) Atkinson trusts his recommendation. He also mentions a letter he received from a Mrs David Spence asking 

him if there were any positions available in his district to which he replied in the negative, and asks 'Bill' if he should 

inform her, as he presumes her to be the wife of the potential employee, of the latest developments. He also asks 

for the return of some letters. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. Martin of Niddrie colliery informing him of a visit on the 18th to 

Portobello to go down the pit to ascertain water (problems?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-352 

16th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Weir, procurator fiscal depute, Hamilton, returning a copy of Special Rules 

concerning the Merryton colliery prosecution which he has certified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to John Wilson trying to rearrange a (golf?) meeting at St. Andrews 

involving himself and Mr. Ronaldson from the 20th August to the 22nd August, as the former Saturday date is the 

day of the Summer meeting at their golf club with several prizes to be competed for. Mr. Atkinson explains that Mr. 

Ronaldson did not know there was such a clash when he arranged the date. Mr. Atkinson also enquires as to the 

problems Mr. Wilson has had with his side, and hopes his wife and baby are progressing well. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-353 

16th August 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming the sinking of a new pit near Blackston station to 

be called Blackston no.2 pit and managed by the Redford pit colliery management team. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-354 

17th August 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts iron company confirming the appointment of John Paul as the 

manager of the Castlehill and Hyndshaw collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-355 

19th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to James Barrowman asking him if the figures as to how the members 

of the Federal Institute have voted on the federal question have been prepared by him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt, coalmaster, confirming John Thompson as the manager of his 

collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-356 

19th August/20th August 1892 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to M. W. Brown telling him that he will not be present for the 

Whitehaven meeting of their institute and that he has not heard the result of their ballot on federation. He adds that 

he has written to James Barrowman on the subject and promises to send on any information he gets from him (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-355,1st letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson, secretary of the Mid and East Lothian Mining union, dated 20th 

August, promising to inspect Mr. Pauls pits, the Burntisland mines and the No. 26 pit at West Calder as to conditions. 

Mr. Atkinson also passes on his opinion that the vast majority of managers of pits are concerned with keeping their 

pits in good order and should always be the first place miners should go when any problems arise, despite the 

constant engagement of Mr. Atkinson and his assistant inspectors to enforce the rules of the Coal Mines act. The 

problems arise for the most part, he believes, when the owners will not spend the necessary money to remedy 

situations thereby tying the managers hands and forcing the law to step in to enforce conditions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-357 

20th August 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-358, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

Henry McCartney. The 63 year old coal miner was instantly killed by a fall of side coal stone at Clarks Brae in the 

Dysart coal seam of the no.1 pit at Wellsgreen colliery, owned by the Fife coal company at around 7.30 am on the 

12th August 1892. After visiting the site of the accident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the incident 

had been caused by a sudden and unexpected fall of stone, and therefore an accidental death for which nobody 

could be found to blame. The deceased had holed coal in the fireclay the day before the accident, and had 

withdrawn the gibs when he left work that night to allow the coal to fall during the night. The inspector Mr. 

McAndrew had inspected the area between 5 and 6am of the morning of the accident and had found the area safe 

enough. After arriving at the site at around 7:00, the deceased had seemingly been preparing to bring the coal down 

when it fell over on him. A miner named John Cooper heard the fall and cried out to Mr. McCartney but got no reply, 

finding him moments later dead and partly covered by the coal. The death was thought to have been caused by a 

skull fracture caused by his head being forced against a stone in the waste behind him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-358 

20th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-357. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on 

the death of Henry McCartney (see NEIMME-JBA-5-357 above) and asking in a postscript if he knows of any cases 

where death has been caused by a blow from a golf ball in his district which he believes contains St. Andrews and 

other golfing links. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-359 

20th August/22nd August 1892 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons of Cameron colliery acknowledging receipt of a copy of Special 

Rules, a copy of an abstract of the (Coal Mines?) act and 2 copies of the notice referring to the single shaft but 

reminding the company that another copy of the Special Rules must be sent to him, along with a letter confirming 

that one copy of said rules has been posted at the colliery for 14 days along with a posted notice as specified in 

section 52(2) of the Coal Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and J. Russell, dated 22nd August, concerning Ryding coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-360 

20th August/21st August/24th August 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A and J. Russell of Ryding colliery acknowledging receipt of two copies of Special Rules 

for the colliery and promising to return one in due course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Archibald of Westburn colliery, dated 21st August, informing him that his 

brother Bill has not been asked about any appointment in New Zealand by David Spence, but that he has two other 

brothers in the mining line who may have been (see NEIMME-JBA-5-351, 1st letter) and will be glad to write to them 

on the subject on receiving further particulars. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 24th August, enclosing a report by 

Mr. McLaren on the death of James Cowden. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-361 

23rd August 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Walker, secretary of the Cowdenbeath Coal company, confirming receipt of a 

notice from the company of a change of name from the Cowdenbeath Coal company to the Cowdenbeath Coal 

Company Ltd. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Anderson of Lochgelly colliery confirming receipt of a letter reporting the death 

of James Walkinshaw, whose injury he had previously reported. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Clark of Armiston colliery confirming the receipt of a letter intimating the 

appointment of R. Carmichael as the manager of the Gore pit at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-362 

27th August/28th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Colin Dunlop and company confirming the company has commenced sinking 

operations of the no. 8 pit at Quarter, appointed William Johnstone as the manager of their no.7 and 8 pits and of 



their intention to pump the water out of their no.1 pits' Ironstone seam for the purpose of working the Virtuewell 

seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to William Forbes, carriage hirer,  dated 28th August, arranging a 

cart to meet the a train arriving at Queen Street station on Wednesday the 31st August to take luggage from the 

station to his home at Foremount Terrace. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-363 

27th August 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to the Postmaster of Glasgow asking him to stop redirecting his post (to 

Largs) and recommence delivering them to Foremount Terrace in Glasgow after the last post on the 30th August. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie coal Company confirming their intention to sink a pit to be called 

the no.9 pit to work the Virtuewell, Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray coals. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-364 

31st August 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone 

on the death of James Walkinshaw (see NEIMME-JBA-5-361, 2nd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood informing him that no permission is required to use gunpowder in Polton 

colliery, the only restrictions being how it is used in which regulations must be complied with. The use of loose 

gunpowder, Mr. Atkinson advises, can only be authorised by applying for an exemption from cartridges from the 

Home Secretary. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Robert Todd. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-365 

31st August 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Crombie and Fletcher at Cousland Mine Works confirming 

that the company intend to begin mining operations at the mine works that week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-366 

31st August 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,informing him that his Assistant Inspectors of Mines have in their possession 2 air 



meters, one clinometer(?), one barometer and one self registering(?) thermometer (Mr. R. McLaren) and 2 

ananometers, one mercurial barometer and a wet and dry bulb thermometer (Mr. Johnstone). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-367 

2nd September 1892 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Fauldhouse no.1 pit at Whitburn owned by William Dixon Ltd. exhausted as far as 

profit was concerned on the 14th April 1892 which was previously worked for Shotts Furnace and Armadale main 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-368 

2nd September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert McAllister and sons on the subject of Cameron coal also mentioning the date of 

the 20th August. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on 

the death of William Bryce. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-369 

5th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him of a 

possible breach of General Rule 17 of the Coal Mines act after visiting Bog colliery on the 1st of September and 

observing the state of two of the pit ponies which Mr. Atkinson thought looked not in a fit state to work. One, a 

yellow chestnut horse called Wallace, had an open sore on his rump caused by rubbing on a pit roof or tinker. This 

went against the Rule stated in which any travelling road used by a horse or other draught animal should be of 

sufficient dimensions to allow the animal to pass without rubbing against the roof or tinkering. Mr. Atkinson was 

informed by the oversman Robert Grant that the horse was too high for parts of the road used. Mr. Atkinson advises 

Mr. Wilson to prosecute the manager of the pit, John Grant, if a case can be established. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-370 

5th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Major McKenzie of Maryhill barracks advising him that the 

Hamilton barracks should not suffer from any further damage from the nearby coal workings if the following 

precautions were taken; requesting the coal company to leave 2/3rds of their coal in each seam in stoops of uniform 

size within 100 yards of the barrack grounds, the stoops not to be worked away or removed within that area, with 

the same precaution taken involving coal worked under the barrack ground, that damaged buildings should be 

repaired at once and that the drill shed be strengthened by buttressing with land provided by the coal company for 

this purpose. Mr. Atkinson believes that if these precautions are taken no further considerable damage to the 



barrack grounds or the buildings therein should be made. Mr. Atkinson adds that a deadline for such work is not 

strictly necessary. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-275/276/277 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-371 

5th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-370. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Thomas Cuthbert. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-372 

5th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of the Coltness Iron Works confirming the appointment of Archibald Smellie as 

the manager of the no.1 and 2 pits at Dewshill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-373 

5th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Scottish Life Commerce company asking the insurance company why they have 

refused colliery manager Robert Grant compensation for falling off a plank and injuring his head despite him taking 

out a policy worth £600(?) and taking out a premium of £5 and 12 shillings which had been shown to Mr. Atkinson. 

He asks the company whether they can state a reason for his refusal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-374 

7th August 1892/7th September 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the postmaster in Glasgow (dated 7th August-in error) asking that telegrams not be 

redirected to his Largs address as he had failed to mention this in a previous missive asking that letters not be 

redirected on the 27th August (see NEIMME-JBA-5-363, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson (dated 7th August- almost certainly in error) saying he cannot 

find a Mr. Adamson's pamphlet. He advises that a doctor should examine a number of (dead) bodies, stating the 

nature of their injuries and whether their mouths etc. contain any coal dust. He also asks 'Bill' for any relevant 

newspaper accounts along with his notes and a plan for J.B. to look at and remark upon. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown, dated 7th September, asking him if he could answer an enclosed enquiry 

from a letter by Mr. Carlow and return it to him. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that Mr. Barrowman has not yet collated 

the figures concerning the vote on federation (see NEIMME-JBA-5-355, 1st letter etc.). 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-375 

7th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. King of Darngavil Coal company confirming the companies' abandonment of their 

no.12 pit on the hill of Drumgray on the 13th July 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing Polton colliery an exemption from using gunpowder in 

cartridges since the colliery was free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-376 

8th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company confirming that the company had opened an old 

shaft at Polhemurst (?)  to be called the no. 23 pit at East Beuhar. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-377 

5th September/8th September 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Scottish Life Assurance company, a reiteration with 

minor differences of the letter previously drafted as NEIMME-JBA-5-373. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Grant of Bog colliery, dated 8th September,acknowledging receipt of a letter 

containing Mr. Grant's accident policy with Scottish Life and enclosing a copy of the letter he sent to the company 

(see above) and a reply from said company he has just received to the effect that they had received no intimation of 

an accident from Mr. Grant. Mr. Atkinson advises him to write another letter stating fully his case. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the Virtuewell seam at Brownlee colliery exemption from 2 

shafts in their outlets provided no more than 20 persons are employed underground at any one time, no fire is used 

underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second outlet is completed as quickly as possible, and the 

exemption will end on the 28th February 1892 (sic)(1893?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-378 

9th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Paul and sons confirming that James Paul has retired from the firm making Gavin 

Paul the sole partner. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-379 

10th September 1892 



Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-380 below) on the death of Alfred 

Jenkins. The 26 year old miner was instantly killed by a fall of coal from the side of his working place in the South 

East section of the Main Coal seam of Stravenhouse colliery owned by the trustees of James Thornton at about 8:30 

am on the 6th September 1892. After visiting the scene a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no one could be 

blamed for the accident although he concluded that the deceased and his father William Jenkins who were working 

closely together at the time might have thought to put up a rance to further support the coal when they were 

working. Father and son and their younger brother George, directly employed by the colliery itself,  had all began 

working at about 6:30 on the morning of the accident and William Nelson, an oversman and fireman, had 

pronounced the area quite correct and as usual three quarters of an hour previously. Mr. Atkinson found that the 

area contained sufficient timber to shore up the roof. The coal they were working was found to be slightly holed as a 

small shot was supposedly to be used to bring it down and a lipe was found running through the seam which along 

with a good parting next (to) the roof and the ordinary 'backs' in the seam caused the coal to fall over and kill Mr. A. 

Jenkins, Mr. Atkinson believes. George Jenkins also mentions that just prior to the fatal fall, stone also fell in the 

waste adjoining the area which could well have contributed to the instability of the coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-380 

10th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-379. 

The second a letter by J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alfred Jenkins (see NEIMME-JBA-5-379 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-381 

10th September 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, returning records of proceedings on 

the death of James Walkinshaw with remarks by Mr. Johnstone on the Crown Counsel's note that Mr. MacFarlane 

had included in his previous letter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nimmo asking him to meet him at Suab pit the next Monday at noon. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. M. Graham thanking him for his offer, which he plans to take up when he next 

visits the Westcraig district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-382 

10th September/12th September  1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on the cost of hiring a cab from Burntisland station to the 

shale mines and back, concluding that Mr. Johnstone underestimates the distance. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.J. Moore asking for further details about the man at Rutherglen that Mr. Moore 

suggested was mining at Orkney or Shetland. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 12th September, granting an extension of exemption from 2 

shafts for Suab pit at Kimmeil with previous conditions still binding and the new exemption lasting until the 30th 

September 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-383 

12th September/13th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Miller of Rutherglen remarking that he has been informed that Mr. Miller has 

begun mining at Sandlodge in Shetland and if that is so he should provide Mr. Atkinson with notice of the 

commencement of the mine. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-382, 2nd letter above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries, dated 13th September, confirming that their 

Crophill pit at Devon colliery was stopped from working on the 9th August 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-384 

13th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow remarking that since he does not know a Mr. Hallimond (?) he has 

written to his cousin and encloses his reply. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries confirming their commencement of sinking a new 

shaft on the 5th September to be named the no.2 pit at Forthbank. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-385 

16th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James H. Gardner of Larkhall and Company Miners Association promising to look 

further into purported ventilation problems at Milburn and Cornsilloch collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that the company has recently started a pit 

at Drumclair colliery and that the Redford old pit is to be opened and sunk to work the Colinburn coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-386 

18th September 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the exemption from 2 shafts at outlets at the No.3 pit at 

Struther colliery under section 18(iii)(a) of the Coal Mines act provided that no more than 20 persons work 

underground at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or other purposes, the second shaft is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st September 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that Robert Wilson has been made 

manager at Muiravonside colliery alongside his managership duties at Candie and Redford collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-387 

16th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the West Greengairs Coal company confirming that the company has sunk a pit to the 

depth of 10 fathoms to work the Virtuewell coal. Mr. Atkinson advises them if they wish to apply for exemption from 

2 shafts they should do so direct to the Secretary of State who will then pass it on to Mr. Atkinson to report upon. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that an accident that has been mentioned is known to 

him and he has investigated it. The person involved has been badly injured and will probably die due to the 

accidental ignition of ordinary blasting gunpowder, but he has received no notice of his death as yet. Mr. Atkinson 

does not believe a special enquiry is necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-388 

17th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a copy of a letter and reply he has 

written concerning cases where Inspectors of Mines give evidence and are also the complainers in the case. He also 

asks for the return of the paper. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis of the Pumpherston Oil company confirming the abandonment of the 

mine to the Houston coal at Seafield. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-389 

17th September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Anthony Watson of the Wester Crosshill colliery on the subject of Wester Crosshill coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-390 

17th September/19th September 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report and enclosing 

a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of William Beveridge. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster in Glasgow, dated 19th September, asking him to redirect all letters 

and telegrams after the receipt of this letter for J.B. Atkinson to Earndale cottage at Crieff. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-391 

22nd September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L.Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Young Marshall. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron works confirming the commencement of the 

sinking of two shafts at Dunsyston colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-392 

23rd September 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown reporting on a meeting of the council the previous night which did not 

reach a satisfactory conclusion as to the question of  federation due to the large numbers of members who had not 

voted. The members who did vote were decidedly for federation but Mr. Atkinson did not want to comment on the 

theory that those who had not voted were against the proposal. It was proposed that another postcard would be 

sent to those who had not voted. Mr. Atkinson also asks Mr. Brown for information on how other institutes had 

voted on the matter. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-374, 3rd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-393 

24th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit Bog colliery to follow up the question of the breach of 

General Rule 17 in the use of the pit pony Wallace on roads which were too low for  him to traverse comfortably, 

according to oversman Robert Grant. He mentions that R. Wilson, the procurator fiscal, thinks there is not yet 

enough evidence to bring a prosecution (against the manager John Grant-see NEIMME-JBA-5-369) He also brings up 

the possibility of a visit somewhere which might bring up the possibility of Mr. Johnstone visiting his office to pick up 

letters. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on 

the death of Charles Frazer. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-394 

26th September 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil Company on the subject of Ingliston Oil Shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-394A 

26th September 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson regretting not being able to join Mr. Wilson on a shooting expedition on 

the 4th October due to a previous engagement at Hamilton Sheriff court. Mr. Atkinson also enquires about the 

health of Mrs. Wilson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons on the subject of Bellfield coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-395 

26th September/27th September/1st October 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an application for further exemption from two shafts to the 

no.2 pit at Caldersman's colliery under the previously binding conditions, with the further exemption running out on 

the 31st December 1892. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 27th September, contending that Walter Scott is not eligible 

for a certificate of service as undermanager of a mine due to his 12 years working in America and the fact he has 

worked in this country since 1862(?) or within 5 years of the passing of the relevant act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren, dated 1st October,  asking him to enquire into the problems of ventilation 

at Cornsilloch and Milburn pits (see NEIMME-JBA-5-385, 1st letter) as remarked upon in a letter by Mr. Smillie and in 

conjunction with a fatal accident on the main coal seam at Milburn. Mr. Atkinson reports that he has visited the 

scene at Milburn and the main coal workings at Cornsilloch, remarking that the ventilation at the latter was bad. He 

also encloses a letter by Mr. Gardner on the subject. In a postscript Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. McLaren to also inspect 

Logan's collieries to follow up a complaint from a Mr. Robertson which he encloses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-396 

1st October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie in which he remarks that an accident at Milburn colliery involving the falling 

of a roof in May does not necessarily need to be reported to an inspector unless it resulted in serious personal injury. 

On the matter of problems in ventilation at Milburn and Cornsilloch collieries in which the ventilation is shared, Mr. 

Atkinson reports that he has inspected the main coal workings at Cornsilloch and inquired about the matter with a 

Mr. Hastie and that a proper inspection of the problem will be made. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-395, 3rd letter above) 

Despite his desire to prosecute cases involving 'dull' ventilation, Mr. Atkinson believes that the prosecutions could 

not be won unless miners came forward to complain which he does not believe they would be, although he advises 

Mr. Smillie to inform him immediately if some did come forward. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of John Dollan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-397 

1st October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look into the question of ventilation at  Mr. 

Logan's Candie colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow confirming the appointment of Richard Kirkly as the manager of 

Wellsgreen colliery in the room of James Penman. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-398 

3rd October 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, see NEIMME-JBA-5-399 below) on the death of Thomas 

Halley. The 24 year old miner was instantly killed by a fall of roof stone while working in a stooping place in the 

Skellyton(?) level of the main coal seam of the no.1 pit at Milburn colliery for Archibald Russell on the 24th 

September 1892 at about 7:30 a.m. After visiting the site of the accident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 

insufficient care was taken to timber up the area of work to avoid falls of stone from the roof despite plenty of 

timber being available for the purpose, but otherwise could find no person to blame for the accident- the fireman 

John Logan had inspected the area at 4,5 and at about 7a.m and found no problem. A small hitch nearby would also, 

Mr. Atkinson concluded, have necessitated more care being taken to shore up the roof. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-399 

3rd October/4th October 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Halley (see NEIMME-JBA-5-398 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Michie advising him that there is nothing to stop a boy of 12 years or older 

working under a mine under the Coal Mines act, unless he does not reach a certain educational standard as stated in 

the Education act, the question of which would have to be brought up by the schoolmaster involved. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Kirkby dated 4th October,enclosing a piece of stone found in a shaft at Garnock 

colliery at the Ell coal seam in the upper coal measures. Mr. Atkinson believes it to be a coarse limestone and asks 

for Mr. Kirkby's opinion. Mr. Atkinson also congratulates Mr. Kirkby on his son's promotion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-400 

4th October 1892 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking and casting doubt on some 

of the conclusions made about the Park Slip explosion. Mr. Atkinson believes the doors would all have opened the 

same way in an opposite direction to the explosion, and supposes the survivors from the faun seam may have 

survived by breaking down locked doors damaged by the explosion, as had occurred at Walker and Seaham. Mr. 

Atkinson casts doubts on doctors who believed the seam had been burned. Miners working close by were not and 

probably would not have been burned by hot air which they had entered after the explosion, and there was no sign 

of such burns on their trousers or thighs. Mr. Atkinson asks 'Bill' to gather more of the men's clothing to confirm this, 

while remarking that two bodies were still in no.8 (pit?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-401 

5th October/6th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown of the Mid and East Lothian Miners Association remarking that the Coal 

Mines act had made no legal decision on the exact meaning of the term 'daily personal supervision' when it referred 

to the duties of a manager of a mine. Mr. Atkinson remarks that in the case Plant vs. the the Cheadle Valley Coal 

company the court found that it meant the manager must be in the mine day by day to supervise it. Mr. Atkinson 

expresses his belief that daily personal supervision supposes that a certificated manager or his certificated 

undermanager must be at or in the mine every day, but that a manager cannot be expected to visit every part of the 

mine every day or even that he should necessarily go down the mine every day, merely that the manager or his 

undermanager are present. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the British Linen bank, dated 6th October, placing 25 pounds, 6 shillings and 10 

pence into his account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-402 

6th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. and J. Russell of Ryding colliery on the subject of Ryding coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-403 

8th October 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown remarking that he believes the second vote on the institute becoming 

federated should be decided at a council meeting on the 13th October, and that he should write to the secretary to 

inform him of the likelihood of federating going ahead. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-392 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on 

the death of William Brown. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson of the Mid and West Lothian Miners union promising to inspect the 

ventilation at Balbardie colliery and expressing his pleasure that an inspection of 'Paul's pits' has been productive 

and promising to look at them further shortly. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-404 

12th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons on the subject of Cameron coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-405 

12th October 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren 

on the death of David Noble. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alexander Henderson by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the extension of exemption from 2 shafts at Lochhead 

fireclay mine if the previous conditions cited were still in place and that the exemption order concluded on the 25th 

February 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-406 

13th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Institute of Schools, enclosing a letter from the secretary of 

the Newcastle board with a copy of the morial (?) referred to. Mr. Atkinson does not believe that an increase is 

necessary, unless the examiners do not question their fees, in his area but cannot vouch for others or assist them. He 

also returns a letter by Mr. Brown. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Ross and company of Philipstoun Oil Works confirming the abandonment of 

the no.3 mine at the works and enclosing a return as required by section 38 of the (Coal Mines) act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-407 

15th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Miller stating that he believes that weighs at Drumshangie colliery should be 

marked to a quarter cuts to avoid problems with the correct way weighs should be made. Since the method 

mentioned is used when tareing the hutches which is a necessary part of ascertaining the weight of the coal it would 

pass muster in a court of law as a custom of the district and therefore a proper method to be used. This would pass 

the act's pronouncement that the mineral gotten by (miners) shall be truly weighed. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Simpson, secretary of the Associated Free Enginekeepers of Fife, promising 

to look into the matter of the appointment of an under-age engineman at Capledrae colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-408 

15th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Callender Coal company confirming the appointment of James Forsyth as the 

manager of the companies' collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-409 

15th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on an accident at Broadrigg colliery concerning fumes 

of gelatine on the 6th October 1892 to be brought to the attention of the Inspector of Explosives. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A Reed and sons enclosing 5 volumes of the Federated Transactions of mining and 

confirming the receipt of a letter concerning their binding. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-410 

17th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable A. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, replying to the request for stationery up to the 31st March 1894 that he does not expect to 

require any special supplies or services of the kind referred to in the letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-411 

18th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Miller, secretary of the Engine Keepers Association, confirming the receipt of a 

letter concerning the employment of under-age engine keepers at Woodside colliery and promising to look further 

into the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing reports by Mr. Johnstone on the 

deaths of David Cairns at Whitehill colliery, William Morrison at Newbattle colliery and George Johnstone at Niddrie 

colliery. In the case of Mr. Cairns, Mr. Atkinson asks for information concerning whether the cause of death was not 

the accident in which he was involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-412 



19th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,  asking for permission to begin proceedings against John Wardrop, the manager of 

Woodside colliery for employing a person under the age of 22 to raise and lower persons by machinery at one of his 

pits contravening General Rule 24, section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 (see NEIMME-JBA-5-411,1st 

letter above). Mr. Atkinson points out that Mr. Wardrop was caught employing an under age engineman some time 

ago and he was informed of his breach and therefore his disregarding of the rule was not without precedent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-413 

19th October 1892  

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him of 

his visit on the 18th October to Woodside colliery to investigate the contravention of General Rule 24, section 49 of 

the Coal Mines Regulation act by the employing of an under age engine keeper to draw and lower workmen in the 

number 3 pit with machinery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-412 etc.) He found William Lawson, a 21 year old, who admitted 

performing the procedure and adding that he had drawn up the fireman James Sorbie and the bottomer James 

Moffat that day. Upon confronting John Wardrop, the manager, he admitted that he knew that Mr. Lawson was 

under age. Mr. Atkinson also found that John Haddow, a 20 year old was working in the no.2 pit but was informed 

that in that case the managers' son, Alex Wardrup, a 29 year old clerk, was employed to raise and lower workmen 

and Mr. Haddow was prohibited from doing so, but found that Mr. Wardrup, Jr, was not present in the pit the whole 

time and found him at one point a quarter of a mile away, begging the question as to who operated the machinery 

during his absence. His previous contravention of the rule as regards enginemen is also brought up, and Mr. Atkinson 

points out that he has written to the Secretary of State to gain permission to prosecute (see also letter above) and 

would be grateful if Mr. Wilson investigates the matter and brings it before the sheriff. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-414 

19th October/21st October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-413. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 21st October, consisting of five no's. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-415 

21st October 1892  

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Michael Nichol, confirming his receipt of Mr. Nichol's letter from his predecessor R. 

Moore but apologising that he is unable to provide a report on the fatal accident at Cults Iron works on the 16th 

October 1891 in which a George Robertson died.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell confirming the appointment of James Cleland as the 

undermanager of the companies' Knownoble colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-416 

21st October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of the precise meaning of General Rule 24, section 49 of 

the Coal Mines act as regards the necessity of a  person of at least 22 years of age being employed to raise and lower 

people in any mine where it is necessary to do so. Mr. Atkinson points out his belief that such a person would, in his 

opinion, of necessity, be always in the vicinity of the machinery needed to do so and that he could not be expected 

to do such work in two pits or mines a considerable distance apart. He would also need to be always capable of 

hearing any signals by men wishing to be raised and lowered and be able to carry out their requests within a few 

minutes. On the other hand, Mr. Atkinson points out that every case has its own merits, and if the Enginekeepers 

secretary was to send him particulars (of the case involved) further investigations would be made. (see NEIMME-

JBA-5-413 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-417/418 

22nd October 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-419, 1st letter below) on the 

death of George Watson. The 20 year old filler was killed instantly when he fell from ladders in Wilson's shaft in 

Leadhills mines owned by Leadhills Silver and Lead mining and smelting company on the 18th October 1892 at about 

6:15 a.m. After visiting the scene of the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no prosecution was 

necessary in the case. He found that one of the rungs on the ladder, the 36th step, was missing upon inspection, and 

the rail was broken off on one side, but could not determine whether the step had given way because of the weight 

of the deceased or whether he had grabbed onto it while falling and it had given way because of that. Mr. Atkinson 

examined the other steps concluding that though they were worn they weren't particularly dangerous. Before the 

accident the foreman John MacDonald and the filler John Kerr had descended the same ladders to the 100 fathom 

level, the accident taking place at some point between 85 and 100 fathoms. Mr. MacDonald found nothing amiss 

and Mr. Kerr found nothing wrong either,  the former hearing the fall after going to the back side of the shaft while 

the latter also heard the deceased open the trap door at the 85 fathom level before descending further, and as Mr. 

Kerr went to the signal wire to signal for kibble to be lowered he heard him fall. Both men then found the dead body 

on the roof of the 100 fathom level. Mr. Atkinson concludes that an intermediate platform may have saved Mr. 

Watson's life, but despite the manager Mr. Newbiggen pointing out (the discrepancy?) that the ladders were only 

used for the passage of fillers not miners he could find no-one to blame for the incident and no breach of General 

Rule 15 of the Metalliferous Mines act of 1872 requiring ladders to be held only at the most convenient angle and 

have substantial platforms at intervals of no more than 20 yards. (although see NEIMME-JBA-5-419, 2nd letter 

below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-419 

22nd October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of George 

Watson (see NEIMME-JBA-5-417/418 above) 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Newbiggen (the manager of Leadhills mines) pointing out that in  

investigating the case of the death of George Watson Mr. Atkinson had noticed that the platforms between the 

ladders at the 85 and 100 fathoms were further than 20 yards apart thereby breaching General Rule 15 of the 

Metalliferous Mines act of 1872 (see NEIMME-JBA-5-417/418 above) Mr. Atkinson advises putting in an intermediate 

platform to remedy this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-420 

25th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Major Cundill, Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives, 

concerning an accident at Brownrigg colliery involving the firing of a heavy charge of gelatine. The accident is not 

specified, but seems to have been caused by the releasing of gases caused by the explosion. Mr. Atkinson theorises 

that the explosion had not managed to connect the bore hole with the waste underneath as had been intended and 

had instead formed a pocket (from which the gases escaped?) The bad quality of the air during the inspection of the 

area after the explosion was not entirely due to carbon dioxide, Mr. Atkinson reasons, since the lights used were not 

misdirected as would be expected. A small amount, however, probably affected the miners. Mr. Atkinson found no 

evidence to suggest that the cleaning out of the hole contributed to the accident, or that a gas tight obstruction had 

formed there. Mr. McLaren's theory that the whole charge exploded can not be proved with any certainty according 

to Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-421 

25th October 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.W. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-422, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Wylie. The 42 year old brusher was injured by the fall of roof stone at the face of the brushing of the no.25 road 

in the virgin coal seam of the no.5 pit at Rochsolloch colliery owned by the Airdrie Coal company on the 21st October 

1892 at about 6:45 a.m. He died from his wounds three days later. On the day of Mr. Wylie's death Mr. Atkinson 

visited the scene of the incident and concluded that, despite the deceased being an experienced brusher, he had 

probably made an error of judgment or had been insufficiently careful of danger. This judgment was reached 

because he heard that the fireman Andrew Simpson had pointed out to the deceased that the stone that later fell 

had not looked quite safe but was told that it would be made all right by Mr. Wylie. The deceased's colleague John 

Black, who began work with him at about 7 p.m. the previous evening, reported that at the time of the accident he 

was placing stones on a building while Mr. Wylie was using a mash(?) to break up some stones that had come out of 

the brushing. Despite his reservations about Mr. Wylie's judgment, Mr. Atkinson did not think blame could be 

attached to any one person for the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-422 

25th October/26th October 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of William Goldie.  



The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Wylie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-421 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 26th October, granting an application for exemption from 2 

shafts at the no.9 pit Drumshangie colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act, providing no more than 20 

persons were allowed under ground at any one time, no fire was to be used for ventilation or other purposes, the 

second shaft to be completed as soon as possible and the exemption to be concluded on the 30th April 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-423 

26th October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Auchinstilloch Gas and Coal company confirming the appointment of David Jackson 

as the manager of their colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-424 

28th October/30th October 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, telling Mr. Wilson that he has received the 

Home Secretary's go-ahead to prosecute the manager of Woodside colliery and will sign a complaint against him if 

one is forwarded to him. Mr. Atkinson further advises that he will be in London from the 10th to the 16th November 

and would appreciate the trial not being fixed for during that period (see NEIMME-JBA-5-413 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 30th October, concerning an explosion involving a 

damaged lamp. Mr. Atkinson puts forward his theory that the explosion may have been due to an illegal shot and the 

damaged gauge in the lamp might have been purposely made to divert attention from this. If 'Bill' is convinced this is 

not the case, Mr. Atkinson believes that the lamp is probably the cause of the explosion. He adds that the bonnet 

and the ring for carrying the lamp should be examined since if the bonnet remained after the explosion the hole 

must have been in the gauge beforehand. 'Bill's theory that a Mr. Lyddon had carried the lamp with the shield off 

before the explosion is dismissed and he asks him if  he is sure the return from from no.8 to no.7 gauge was not 

traversed by the blast as this would accentuate the influence of coal dust in the matter. Mr. Atkinson believes that it 

is quite possible that the lowest place at no.8 could have been in an explosive condition, while pointing out that 

firing a shot of ordinary gunpowder in the place while gas was present above would have been a breach of General 

Rule 12 (g). In a post script, Mr. Atkinson advises 'Bill' to check the shoes of the dead horse in the case to see if they 

could have caused the hole in the gauge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-425 

31st October 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Waddell of the Auchren Lime Works confirming the 

opening of the lime work carried out by Andrew McLean and company at Alton near Lesmahagow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-425A 



31st October/1st November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first regarding two accidents to a Mr. Henderson and a Mr. Johnston, rest illegible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Major Cundill, Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives, remarking that a Mr. 

Monaghan, injured by an explosion of gunpowder at a Bonnybridge Fireclay pit, is still alive and likely to recover. He 

adds that he will give Mr. Cundill more information on the gelatine mines case at Broadrigg colliery after he has 

made a further inquiry into the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-426 

Date illegible 

Letter from R.L.Stuart, procurator fiscal ( see NEIMME-JBA-5-427 below)  to J.B. Atkinson concerning a prosecution 

and a Mr. Henderson, rest illegible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-427 

1st November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable  A.A. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a letter from R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal of Edinburgh, on the subject of the 

fatal accidents to Alex Henderson and George Johnston at Niddrie colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-426 above) with notes 

by the crown counsel on Mr. Atkinson's duty in regards to the accidents. He also encloses the printed remarks of his 

assistant Mr. Johnstone in press copies provided by Mr. Stuart and sent to the Crown Counsel. Mr. Atkinson assures 

Mr. Asquith that Mr. Johnstone's reports are compiled in accordance with instructions provided by the Home Office 

in a letter from the 29th January 1889, containing a description of the accidents, whether blame can be attached to 

any person and if there has been any breach of the Mines act but not any recommendation as to what can be done 

to prevent such accidents in future. Mr Atkinson also asks whether he is to receive any censure for his administration 

of the mines' act and if so whether this would be passed on to the procurator fiscals while asking for his papers to be 

eventually returned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-428 

1st November/2nd November 1892 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-427. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter from Mr. 

Stuart that provides remarks by the Crown Counsel that appears to reflect (badly) on his performance in the case of 

the deaths of Alex Henderson and George Johnston. Mr. Atkinson confirms that he has written to the Home 

Secretary on the subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-427 etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Martin of Cults Lime works, dated 2nd November, confirming that he 

investigated the death of George Robertson but denying that he expressed an opinion about the incident while at 

the mine. He also makes it clear that he only provides evidence in such cases when he is formally cited by the courts. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-429 

4th November/5th November 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Longbotham remarking that he will visit Ash (?) on Wednesday the 16th November 

from London, and if the proposed meeting can be arranged for that afternoon or night he can attend. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman remarking that he has made some alterations to the report on 

Federation with Red Ink. He also makes the observation that the number against it might as well be omitted as the 

figures are given from which it can be determined and that he does not believe another meeting is needed before 

the report is submitted. He also expresses his disappointment with a book by a Mr. Hughes on mining. (see NEIMME-

JBA-5-392 etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell regarding their letter concerning the cutting off of communication 

in their Ell coal at Knownoble colliery. He advises the company to apply to the Secretary of State for an exemption 

under Section 18(ii) (b) and while waiting for that, he proposes that Mr. Mitchell visits the colliery on the next 

Tuesday or Wednesday so Mr. Atkinson can accompany him while making the necessary enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-430 

5th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report on and 

enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on an explosion at Carlsdubs(?) mine.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Armiston Station colliery confirming that the colliery has started to 

work a new shaft to be called the no.3 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-431 

7th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company confirming the appointment of Hugh Bain as the manager 

of the Brownrigg colliery replacing William Barbour. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-432 

7th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie colliery concerning a plan for the drowned workings of Carlton Coal. 

Mr. Atkinson reminds Mr. Martin that the area provided for proving the waste must be no more than 8 inches wide 

and there must always be 5 yards of front hole on and sufficient flank holes. He also remarks that bores must be 

made to the dip as well as the planned ones to the front and side. As to the advisability of beginning ordinary 

workings Mr. Atkinson does not hazard an opinion saying that Mr. Martin will have a better idea than he would and 

should take responsibility for his decision. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-433 

5th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Redding colliery company confirming the appointment of Thomas Gillespie as the 

interim manager of Redding collieries following the death of Archibald Campbell. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-434 

9th November 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries telling him of his planned visit the next day to 

the no.1 pit at Lumphinnans to investigate a winding engine that has been reported defective. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir advising him of his visit to Lumphinnans no.1 pit the next day to check a 

winding engine (see letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing the complaint sent by Mr. Wilson 

against John Wardrop which he has signed. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-424, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-435 

17th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, concerning the case of James 

Duncan. Mr. Atkinson returns Mr. MacFarlane's letter on the subject with enclosures along with a copy of the Special 

Rules and Police Information.  Mr. Atkinson goes through the rules that Mr. Duncan could possibly have 

contravened- General Rule 24 if persons were underground at the time (of the incident);  General Rule 24 and 

Special Rules 20,21 and 32 if he left his winding engine (running?); Special Rule 22 if the boilers were not attended to 

and General Rule 10b if it can be stated that intoxication while on duty can be found to apply to the surface of a 

mine as well as in the mine itself (as 'in the works'). Mr. Atkinson concludes that Mr. Duncan may have a case if he 

can show that his manager instructed him to leave his post for the pond. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to E.G. Mitchell explaining that on his previous visit to Knownoble colliery he did not 

get a clear idea of the conditions on which their collieries' application for exemption from 2 shafts was based and 

therefore proposes another visit on the 21st November when he hopes a Mr. Dewar will be available to meet him 

with the plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-436 

17th November 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Thomas Thompson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr confirming that the no.5 and no.9 old shafts in the Ell coal on the 

Cammuctian Estate have been opened with William Little appointed their manager. Mr. Atkinson warns that as he 

only has a 2nd class certificate only 30 or less people may be employed underground at any one time. If the 

company want to employ more, they would have to appoint a manager with a 1st class certificate. Mr. Atkinson also 

remarks that Mr. Barr's notice of the reopening of the shafts has been the only one he has received. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-437 

17th November/18th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Little Raith colliery, Lochgelly Iron and Coal company, certifying that their sent copy of 

their Special Rules is satisfactory and complies with the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Frew, dated 18th November, apologising for his lateness in thanking him for 

his provided sections of Fife and Kimmel pits, explaining that he had been 'from home'. Mr. Atkinson promises to 

study the sections carefully. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-438 

19th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, (Home Office?) concerning the system of working and supervision in 

Niddrie colliery. Mr. Atkinson encloses a report on the matter by Mr. Johnstone, who before becoming an assistant 

inspector of mines, ran the colliery. The rules that he instituted are, according to Mr. Atkinson, little changed 

although somewhat modified. Mr. Atkinson considers two of Mr. Johnstone's proposed improvements especially 

worthy of implementation- the shortening of the length of the spouts to 7 fathoms and the providing of a special 

form of ambulance stretcher for lowering injured miners down the spouts. Mr. Atkinson considers the past year at 

Niddrie to have been particularly bad for fatalities with 6 dead, three of which were coal falls particularly likely to 

happen in mines with highly inclined seams. Mr. Atkinson also mentions his letter in reply to Mr. Brown on the 

subject of the meaning of daily personal supervision concerning mine managers (NEIMME-JBA-5-401, 1st letter) and 

Mr. Brown's subsequent request for a more definitive answer, hoping that the Home Office can help him in 

providing one. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-439 

19th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-438. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Gourlay of Thompson, Jackson, Gourlay and Taylor, reminding him that as 

liquidator of the West Lothian Oil company he must abide by the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887 



which he encloses and in particular the provision that a plan of the workings should be forwarded to the Secretary of 

State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-440 

19th November 1892 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie collieries requesting that, in order to overturn certain objections 

by the miners of his colliery, he should limit the distance any miner is required to climb up the spout to his own 

working space in the steep long wall workings to 7 fathoms and that a special form of ambulance stretcher is 

designed and provided at appropriate intervals for lowering injured persons from the face down the spouts (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-438) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie collieries confirming the reopening of their no.14 pit for the 

working of the North Green(?) coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-441 

19th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dent attempting to give advice about Bearl Quarry. Mr. Atkinson admits he has 

not seen the quarry, but advises that the beds tend to dip Southeastward in the Bearl area and that the trouble in 

the quarry may be a riser East throwing the stone out in that direction until coming in again further East. He also 

informs Mr. Dent that the nearby colliery at Ovington has a thick bed of sandstone below the coal which may be the 

same as that at the Bywall dam and which may well lie near the surface between the quarry and the dam. Since if 

you are near a trouble you cannot expect good stone, Mr. Atkinson advises that Mr. Dent explores to the Northwest 

if he wishes to continue in the quarry, or even boring holes nearby to ascertain the thickness and boring of the stone 

below. Further good advice on the matter, Mr. Atkinson continues, can be had from Professor Lebour of the College 

of Science, a geology expert, for a fee. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Miller asking for a meeting to discuss the mining operations he set up in 

Shetland. Mr. Atkinson suggests anywhere in the city on the next Tuesday or Wednesday, and that Mr. Miller bring 

any plans he has with him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-442 

21st November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wardrup of Woodside colliery replying to a letter concerning the necessity that 

only competent persons of 22 years of age or over can raise or lower workmen in a pit. Mr. Atkinson points out the 

24th General Rule does not prevent a younger person from raising or lowering minerals in cages, etc, in the pit as 

long as a supervisor is present and that such experience holds the person in good stead for later doing so with 

people, but a younger person is not allowed to raise or lower workmen until he is 22. An older supervisor must 



always be present and take over the handles when workmen are to be raised or lowered. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-434, 

3rd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts or outlets in the Ell coal 

seam at Knownoble colliery under section 18 (ii) (b) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-443 

22nd November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Ferguson of Benarty colliery confirming the stopping of the Earth(?) mine at 

Lochore. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-444 

23rd November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Kirkwood confirming the starting of work at Bothwellshields near Fairlybank hill. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-445 

23rd November 1892 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson to A. Fellows confirming that he has met the man who has opened a  copper mine in 

Shetland that year (see NEIMME-JBA-5-441, 2nd letter). Mr. Atkinson adds that the man spent about £700 on it and 

had managed to retrieve about 15% of copper despite not having any knowledge of mining or seemingly any advice 

from an expert on metal mining. The mines location about 12 miles from Lerwick and its closeness to the sea shore is 

also mentioned, and Mr. Atkinson proposes that he will visit in early summer. He also proposes that if Mr. Fellows 

needs more information he can gain further particulars or analysis of ore, etc, but also mentions the landlord as a 

source of further information, as well as some other people who he does not specify. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-446 

24th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James H. Gardner, Miners' secretary, concerning a matter of (engine) overwinding at 

Swinhill colliery. Mr. Atkinson reveals that the engineman Thomas Auld admitted to him making such a mistake on 

the 18th November but that it was an isolated incident. The engineman had only held the position for 2 days but 

despite his young age (26 years old) Mr. Auld professed to have held a similar position elsewhere with no problem. 

Mr. Atkinson also informed the manager's attention to General Rule 24 of the Coal Mines' act concerning the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-447 

25th November 1892 

Three letters- 



The first from J. B. Atkinson to John Miller enclosing a form of annual return under the Metalliferous Mines act. Mr. 

Atkinson advises him to fill it in, despite not needing to until the end of the year, since the mine is suspended 

anyway (see NEIMME-JBA-5-445 etc.) He also asks Mr. Miller to send him the analysis of the ore he retrieved and 

promised him and asks him where he planned to ship said ore if he had obtained much of it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McKillop of Stenhouse colliery warning him that, since his collieries exemption 

from 2 shafts had expired on the 30th September that year,  they have seemingly continued working in 

contravention of Section 16 of the Coal Mines act since then without any sign of an attempt to put down a 2nd shaft 

during the exemption or afterwards. He has  therefore recommended that their new application for exemption be 

refused. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, recommending that Mr. McKillop's application for exemption from 2 

shafts at Stenhouse colliery be refused (see letter above for details.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-448 

25th November/26th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Sneddon confirming the opening of a mine at Colcastle for working coal and lime 

and enclosing something undisclosed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.K. Atkinson of the Colliery Guardian office, dated 26th November, acknowledging 

receipt of payment for 13 copies of his (and his brother W.H. or Bill's) book Explosions in Coal Mines. He promises to 

send 13 more in a day or two leaving only 18 more copies in his possession. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-449 

28th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dood acknowledging the receipt of an anthracite specimen from Mr. Meadows 

sent on to him by Mr. Dood. The specimen is harder and more metallic than any found in Scotland, according to Mr. 

Atkinson and advises that burning such coal moderately improves it as a steam coal while burning it too much 

renders it unsaleable as a blind coal. Mr. Atkinson confirms that he heard of Mr. Dood's visit to Scotland but that the 

places he mentions are not in his district, although he knows the neighbourhood whose importance used to rival the 

Hamilton district some time ago, Mr. Atkinson remarks. He also advises that the lower section of the seam below the 

splint is not nearly as thick and must be more expensive to work but not lacking in quality (in the Hamilton district?) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.S. Cunningham apologising for not being able to be present at the Mining School 

social on the 30th November but hoping that it is a successful gathering. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-450 

28th November/29th November 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren commiserating that he has recently been unwell and asking him if on his 

recent visit to Stenhouse colliery any mention was made of a 2nd shaft. Mr. Atkinson provides Mr. McLaren with an 

update on the case whereby the colliery's exemption had expired on the 30th September but on a recent visit Mr. 

Atkinson had found that the colliery continued to work without an exemption with seemingly no attempt being 

made to sink the necessary 2nd shaft. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-447, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Fellows, enclosing a paper on the sandlodge mines which he asks to be returned 

as it does not belong to him. On that subject, Mr. Atkinson remarks that he met a Professor Heddle the previous day 

who expressed his rather low opinion of the mines and is mentioned in the paper enclosed. For further information, 

Mr. Atkinson advises that he should visit the Coal Trade Office where his cousin M.W. Brown would allow him to 

look at Volume 3 of the Mineralogical magazine at the Mining Institute library containing Professor Heddle's 

considered opinion on the matter. Mr. Atkinson apologizes that he has not got the volume on hand at Glasgow, but 

that on showing this letter Mr. Brown will be pleased to provide him with it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-451 

30th November 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson,Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for the papers regarding the application of Hugh Ferguson for a certificate of 

service as undermanager of a mine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver and date unknown, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts or outlets at the 

no.7 pit at Cardenden colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing that no more than 20 people 

are allowed underground at any one time, fire is not used for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st July 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-452 

30th November 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Anderson of Lochgelly collieries confirming that the colliery has begun to sink a pit 

from the surface to the Dunfermline Splint and are deepening a pit from the Lochgelly Splint to the Dunfermline 

Splint. Mr. Atkinson also confirms receiving notice of an accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-453 

30th November/2nd December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Kirkby of Wellsgreen colliery professing that he cannot give a binding ruling on 

whether persons should be prohibited from travelling along a sharp incline despite remarking that since the full tub 

will not take up an empty tub the incline may not be self acting, and the prohibition may not apply. Mr. Atkinson 

advises that only a court of law can decide for sure. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 2nd December, agreeing to the application for exemption 

from the use of gunpowder in cartridges in Calderhead's no.2 mine since the mine is free from fire-damp and coal 

dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-454 

6th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J. Brownlie of Lassodie, Elgin and Wellwood collieries confirming that the trials in 

Pittencrieff coal have failed and the lease has been given up. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-455 

6th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Watt, Hayes and company remarking that he would be pleased to receive further 

communications regarding the mining plans of the West Lothian Oil company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron Works confirming the appointment of Henry 

Simpson as the undermanager of Dunsyston colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-456 

6th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron Works confirming his visit to Dunsyston colliery on 

Monday the 8th December walking up from Clarkston station. Mr. Atkinson asks that the fireman Gavin Weir, the 

miner R. Britton and the roadsman James Black be in attendance and that the plans are available. (see NEIMME-JBA-

5-460/461 below) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Ravenshall Coal company confirming that the company has given up working 

the Westwood pit and that it has been taken over by the I. McAndrew company, Dalyell collieries of Motherwell. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-457 

8th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

principal Secretary of State, informing Mr. Asquith that his application for the plans of the abandoned mines of the 

liquidated West Lothian Oil company as required by section 38(i) of the Coal Mines act have been thwarted by the 

lawyer firm Watt, Hayes and company who have denied that they are obligated to do so. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-455, 

1st letter). Mr. Atkinson enquires whether the lawyers are obligated by law to give up the plans, and if that is the 

case he can begin proceedings against them. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-458 

Illegible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-459 

8th December/9th December 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Passenger Superintendent at Queen Street Station asking for compensation after 

giving up the wrong half of a return ticket from Hyndland to Clarkston and having to pay to a ticket checker at 

Shettleston for a single fare from Clarkston to Queen Street and paying the single fare at Hyndland from Queen 

Street. Mr. Atkinson encloses the half of the ticket he kept to prove his case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him that he only has metalliferous forms for openworks and 

not mines, so he has sent off  a requisition for some of the latter. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. McLaren to visit his office 

the following Monday at 10am to take away the output book. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 9th December, enclosing a report on the 

death of Thomas Britton. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-460/461 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-460/461 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-459 above) on the death of Thomas 

Britton. The 19 year old collier was killed by a fall of stone from the roof of his working place in the Brae section of 

the Lower Drumgray coal seam of the Dunsyston colliery owned by the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel 

company on the 5th December 1892 at about 8a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident the next day and again 

two days after that, Mr. Atkinson concluded that proceedings should be taken against the manager of the mine D. 

M. Mowat for not providing the necessary inspection of the mine during shifts, as required under General Rule 4 of 

the Coal Mines Act. The necessary inspection of the place before the deceased and his two brothers Robert and 

James (aged 16 and 12 respectably) began work did take place, with Edwin Weir, the night shift fireman, finding 

nothing wrong at 5a.m. and also stating that he saw the deceased at work between 6 and 7 to tell him his place of 

work was all right. Robert Britton reported that two days earlier he and his deceased brother had put up two trees 

and a sleeper as a crown to hold up the roof and had previously examined the roof before working on the day of the 

accident and thought it safe. When the roof fell it buried Mr. Britton who was heard to cry for help once. After the 

alarm was raised, William McNeil and James Hamil, colliers from nearby and others came down and soon got him 

out but he was already dead. Mr. Atkinson theorises that a dip hitch lay in front of the place and may have 

contributed to the accident but could not say for sure. He also notes that Mr. McNeil reported that he thought the 

deceased could be silly and was not overly concerned with being careful while Mr. Hamil had warned him often to 

take more care with his work. Mr. Atkinson also professes that he found it unwise that the deceased's inexperienced 

brothers were allowed to work together. Despite these extenuating circumstances, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 

proceedings should be taken upon hearing from Robert Britton that no fireman or roadsman would visit them while 

they were working, that Mr. Weir was in the habit of leaving the pit after the brothers descended and that the 

roadsmen Alex Stuart and James Black did not examine the working places during the shift. Mr. Atkinson also noted 

that the undermanager H. Simpson and Mr. Mowat visited frequently, but not every day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-462 



Copy of NEIMME-JBA-5-461. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-462A 

9th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H. H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to begin proceedings against D.M. Mowat, the manager of 

Dunsyston colliery owned by the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel company for failing to provide the 

necessary persons to inspect the working places of the colliery during the collier's shift in contravention of General 

Rule 4(ii) Section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-460/461 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-463 

10th December/12th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Fellows advising him to look into copper ore in Orkney as well as Shetland if he 

wishes to continue his enquiry on the matter, while enclosing a description of an estate in Orkney which appears to 

contain copper. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 12th December, returning a pack slip with added notes 

and advising him to get the lamp taken again with the hole free of the pole. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-424, 1st letter ?) He 

also advises Bill to send printed proof of a report to go over, since he does not receive post on Sundays. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-464 

13th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Cole and Gibb confirming that the company has commenced opening out a mine from 

the surface to the Ell coal at Pather farm near Wishaw and that undisclosed items have been posted to them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-465 

13th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Passenger Superintendent asking for compensation since his planned train from 

Hyndland to Queen Street the day before had been late, meaning he had to catch the next train without time to buy 

the necessary return ticket to Falkirk and had to pay a more expensive fare both ways. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-466 

13th December 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie advising him that Mr. Auld, the Swinehill engineman he believes to be 

incompetent, is over 22 years of age and in the opinion of the manager a competent person. The fact that he raised 

the cage too high on one occasion does not constitute, to Mr. Atkinson, a reason to interfere in the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Rankine confirming that Peter King has been appointed certificated manager 

of the Darngavil Coal company's collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-467 

14th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Wyper telling him he is glad that he is going to produce a paper. Mr. Atkinson 

also expresses his opinion that the term sa(o?)gged coal may refer to what was called winded coal in Durham and if 

so he advises a look at Volume 4 of the North of England Mining Institute Transactions where George Elliott provides 

more information on the subject. He also advises Mr. Wyper that if he plans to visit Doddington he can provide 

papers and maps on that subject if he visits his home either on Saturday or Monday at around 7 in the evening. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson asking him if it is possible to send some samples of Oil Shale from 

Broxburn to send to Dr. Foster from the Royal School of Mines as mentioned in an enclosed circular. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-468 

14th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Simpson, secretary of Fife Enginekeepers, expressing his belief that he cannot 

altogether agree with the contention of Mr. Simpson expressed in his letter on the duties of enginekeepers in Fife 

that they should only be expected to attend to their engine. Mr. Atkinson believes that they should also be expected 

to attend to signals from below if he can hear them and attend to them in a reasonable time as required by General 

Rule 24. He promises to look into the cases he mentions, with the promise that if the rule is not carried out it will be 

rectified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. Foster informing him that he has asked the Broxburn Oil company for samples 

of oil shale (see NEIMME-JBA-5-467,2nd letter above) and that if they do not send some he will. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-469 

14th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Cunliffe, manager of Ausworth colliery, reassuring him that the use of a spray 

jet is not dangerous or likely to lead to an explosion, as it is used in some Welsh collieries. He also advises that to test 

the efficacy of his sprayer he should use it on the road of a warm dusty mine and /or send details to John Wilson, the 

secretary of the Coal Dust Commission. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, returning police information and enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the accident to Robert Hamilton, remarking that it seems to be a trifling case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-470 

15th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A.W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company confirming that the 

Limestone workings in the Kingshaw no.11 pit ended on the 21st October 1892 and asking for the plan that is being 

prepared of the pit to be sent directly to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-471 

15th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren enclosing details of two accidents in Fife but advising him not to visit the 

sites if his cold has not cleared up, and if that is the case, to send on the details to Mr. Johnstone. Mr. Atkinson also 

asks Mr. McLaren to send a Mr. Russell the forms he asked for if he has enough to send on. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Colton Iron Works confirming that the Coltness Iron company have 

abandoned their Mounteous(?) pit located in Shotts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-472 

15th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis confirming receipt of a letter concerning the working of Houston coal and 

enclosing the Annual Return plan which he advises Mr. Ellis to return to the Secretary of State after adding certain 

details- putting on the plan some surface marks of a permanent character so that the exact position of the workings 

will be able to be discerned  '100 years hence' , marking on the North line shown whether it is 'true' North or 

'Magnetic' North and if the latter the date/year (it was confirmed?) and the line of full dip and the amount. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-473 

17th December 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-474, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

James Dunsmore. The 46 year old collier was instantly killed by a fall of head coal in a stooping place in the Dook 

section of the Splint Coal seam of Udston colliery owned by the Udston Coal company on the 15th December 1892 at 

about 12:30 p.m. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no blame could be 

placed on anyone for the accident.  The deceased was an experienced miner  as both a fireman and a roadsman and 

was employed at the time of his death as a stooper in the Splint Coal Seam, along with his two sons. On the morning 

of the accident the fireman Daniel McPhail had examined the place  at 5:30 a.m. and again at 8a.m. after the three 

had begun working there and found nothing amiss. Mr. Atkinson found sufficient timber nearby to shore up the 

work area if necessary and concludes that the deceased saw no reason to believe that there was any danger of the 



coal collapsing as he proceeded to loosen the head coal to be brought down. After the collapse, Mr. Dunsmore's 

sons raised the alarm and his body was quickly cleared from the area. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-474 

17th December 1892 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-473. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Dunsmore. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-473 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Muir, secretary of the United Engine-keepers Mutual Protective Association of 

Scotland, acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning the use of an underage engine-keeper drawing men at Home 

Farm colliery and promising to enquire further. Mr. Atkinson also asks when a previous letter on the same subject 

had been sent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-475 

19th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Ferguson of Beuarty colliery confirming that the colliery had stopped working 

the East Mine at Lochore for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-476 

20th December/21st December 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown agreeing that it might be useful for him to attend the meeting on the 28th 

December and promising to allow him to stay for the night at his home. He also hopes to be able to meet him on his 

arrival schedules permitting, and asks him for an idea as to when he can send 'those little plans' from a paper by Mr. 

Moore. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to make an inquiry into Brewster Wells and promising to set 

aside the output book for him. He also suggests that the details of the minerals from the separate geological 

formations to be kept separate as Mr. Johnstone did the previous year as the output book shows. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 21st December, asking him if he has a letter from him concerning 

a complaint about an underage engine-keeper at Home Farm colliery because , despite him remembering sending on 

such a letter, he can't find a copy of it or Mr. Johnstone's subsequent report.  (see NEIMME-JBA-5-474, 3rd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-477 

21st December 1892 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. McD. Thompson of Little Raith colliery warning him that the practice of allowing the 

engineman at their Ladyman pit to leave his engine while men are underground to attend a pumping engine at the 

shaft does not allow him to continually attend his engine as required by General Rule 24 of the Coal mines act and 

asking him to provide furthe information as to this.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown promising to look into the problem regarding ventilation at the Union 

Coal seam of Mauricewood colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Lake and Lake asking if they can supply him with papers by a Professor Heddle 

contained within earlier volumes of the Mineralogical Society on the minerals of Scotland and what they will cost. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-478 

21st December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Millar thanking him for a letter containing papers referring to the Leselter(?) 

Copper mine in Sheltand. Mr. Atkinson adds that he is intending to visit the mine next Summer and has received 

further information both from a paper by H. Aitken and from a meeting with a Professor Heddle who holds a poor 

opinion of the mine being successful in such an area. Mr. Atkinson ends by saying he will have a talk with a Mr. 

Moore about the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-479 

24th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Grant of Bog colliery confirming the commencement of the sinking of 3 pits near 

Larkhall Station for a new company to be named the Hamilton colliery company with offices in Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-480 

24th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr confirming the appointment of William Twaddle of Ross colliery as the 

certificated manager of Cammucthan (?) colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-481 

24th December 1892 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, asking him to bring a case against John Grant, 

the manager of Home Farm colliery, for breaching General Rule 24 Section 49 of the Coal Mines act as described in 

an enclosed report by Mr. McLaren if his request to the Home Secretary to prosecute is granted. (see NEIMME-JBA-

5-476, 3rd letter etc.) 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Caldwell of Pumpherston mines concerning the death of Thomas Ward. Mr. 

Atkinson forwards his theory that the deceased applied his light to the squib in the hole rather than a match despite 

a Mr. Dudgeon's evidence that a match was made. Mr. Atkinson asks whether it can be confirmed that Mr. Dudgeon 

saw the match being made. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing for an extension to the exemption from 2 shafts at 

Gregstonelea colliery under the previous conditions until the 30th April 1893 due to a breakdown of the pumps 

delaying the completion of the second shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-482 

24th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for his permission to begin proceedings against John Grant of Home Farm colliery 

for employing an  enginekeeper under 22 years of age to lower and raise persons in one of the colliery's shafts  

thereby breaching General Rule 24 Section 49 of the Coal Mines act. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-481, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-483 

26th December 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ronaldson asking him if he can provide information from his area on the production 

of last year under  the various geological formations from which it comes. Mr. Atkinson explains that he is planning a 

paper on the mining fields of Scotland and that he had prepared a similar list the previous year concerning his area. 

Mr. Atkinson suggests that the mines could mostly be classified under the headings Upper Coal Measures, Millstone 

Grit, Lower Coal Measures and Calciferous Sandstone. Mr. Atkinson also mentions a golfing excursion with Mr. 

Moore and Mr. Wilson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-484 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-485 

28th December 1892 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-486, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

Peter Ward. The 23 year old miner was fatally wounded by the premature explosion of a gunpowder shot in an upset 

in the under seam of oil shale at the Pumpherston no.2 mine on the 20th December 1892 at about 11:30 p.m. After 

examining the area of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the deceased could not be blamed 

for the accident. The shot which exploded prematurely was set up by a William Dudgeon who placed a cartridge 

containing 1 and a half pounds of gunpowder into a 3 foot hole and proceeded to place, stem and remove a needle 

before placing a squib provided by the miner A. Watson into the needle hole. The deceased, having just fired a shot 

of his own nearby, offered to do the same for Mr. Dudgeon who consented as he was busy arranging his tools. The 

deceased made a match of cotton wick dipped in oil, fastened it to the squib, and lit the match but as he was coming 

down the upset the shot exploded blowing him or causing him to fall into the level below with such severe results he 



died within the hour. Mr. Atkinson concludes that Mr. Dudgeon's allowing of the deceased to set off Mr. Dudgeon's 

shot was ill-advised. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-486 

28th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-485. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Peter 

Ward (see NEIMME-JBA-5-485 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-486A 

28th December 1892 

Letter  from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing information for Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives from Mr. McLaren 

regarding an explosion of blasting gelatine at the Leadhills lead mine which injured the miner Peter Blackwood. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-487 

27th December/28th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Gibb of Auchinlee Quarry and brickwork informing him of the nature of the map and 

paper that Mr. Atkinson showed to Mr. Wyper showing the geology of North Northumberland as found in various 

volumes of Transactions. The map of Northumberland was prepared by professor Lebour and published by A. Reid 

and sons of Newcastle upon Tyne and only showed the leading features of the geology of the district, not showing 

the North of Northumberland (specifically?) as Mr. Atkinson does not believe that maps have been issued for that 

area as yet. The paper was by M.W. Brown and concerns the coal seams of Northumberland and Durham and was 

found in volume 37 of the North of England Institute of Mining Engineers for the years 1887-88. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, dated 28th December, promising to send metalliferous mines forms as 

soon as he receives them and reminding him he only wants information about limestone that has been mined rather 

than from open works. Mr. Atkinson proposes visiting Newmans in the next week to compare (the) Mountcord(?) 

plan and spend a couple of hours to look over his mining plans. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-488 

28th December 1892 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable A. Asquith, the Secretary of State, 

informing him that Mr. McLaren has sent him the spare anometer by formal post as he was instructed in a previous 

letter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries concerning an 

accident involving the Robert Paterson Inn(jury?) and informing him of his forthcoming visit to Devon colliery, asking 

him to have persons in attendance who can spread further light on the affair. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-489 

29th December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Raeside informing him that since the Bridgehouse colliery has been shut down 

since May he has breached the Coal Mines act since all notices of abandonment are supposed to be sent within 2 

months of  closure.  Mr. Atkinson advises him that he must attend to the requirements of the act immediately and 

provide the output from the colliery for the year or proceedings will be taken. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that the application for further exemption from 2 shafts 

or outlets at Brewsterwells colliery should be refused since he believes that the colliery has made no great effort to 

provide a second outlet during its period of exemption despite the distinct possibility that it might have been 

completed had a push been made. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-490 

29th December/31st December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the burning of John and 

Thomas Gilhooly by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons of Staurigg collieries, dated 31st December, confirming that 

the no. 1 pit at Whiterigg has been discontinued for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-491 

31st December 1892 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to G. Laing of Brewsterwells colliery informing him that no extension will be given to their 

exemption from a second outlet (see NEIMME-JBA-5-489, 2nd letter) Mr. Atkinson continues that Mr. McLaren has 

told him of Mr. Laing's belief that since the heading section involved is only worked by himself and his brothers an 

Inspector has no right to interfere. Mr. Atkinson assures him that no such belief is supported by General Rule 1 of 

the Coal Mines act and that if he does not provide an outlet quickly the colliery will have to cease working. He 

concludes by informing Mr. Laing that a further inspection will take place shortly and if the ventilation is not 

improved proceedings will be taken. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Tate, science teacher, asking for copies of papers he is planning to publish 

containing articles on the coalfields of Scotland. He promises to reimburse him the cost if it is possible and , if not, 

wonders whether he can provide information about where he can get the information from. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-492 

2nd January/3rd January/4th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Gibb of Auchinlee colliery informing him that M.W. Brown has been staying with 

him and that he would be glad to provide Mr. Gibb with information of the coal seams around Doddington and show 

him geological maps and so on regarding the matter if he calls on him at any time at the Coal Trade Offices in 

Newcastle Upon Tyne (see NEIMME-JBA-5-487, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Lancaster of the Baukend Coal company, dated 3rd January, informing him that 

the company will have to appoint a certificated manager for their colliery to go along with their undermanager Mr. 

Cook, despite the latters intent to sit for his 1st class certificate in May. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Lancaster that if he 

wishes to apply for the position he should notify (Mr. Atkinson? The secretary of State?) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 4th January, agreeing to the application by Camelon colliery 

for exemption from 2 shafts or outlets under section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 

persons are employed underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose, the second 

outlet is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption concludes on the 30th June 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-493 

4th January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-495, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Alexander Paterson. The 14 year old miners' assistant fell from an ascending cage in the Furnacebook pit of 

the Devon colliery owned by the Alloa Coal company and was instantly killed on the 27th December 1892 at 

approximately 3:15 p.m. After making inquiry into the accident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that he could 

find nothing wrong with the shaft to explain the accident and no ice inside the shaft. Mr. Paterson and 7 others had 

got on the cage at the bottom of the shaft and the deceased fell out about 2 thirds of the way up at the east end. 

Mr. Atkinson believes that he should not have been carrying a pick as he was reported to be doing, especially at his 

young age, and noted that the pick was found at the bottom of the shaft with its shaft broken off from its head.  Mr. 

Atkinson notes that the practice of carrying picks in cages, while not against any rules, was, in general, an unsafe 

practice and adds that, if the pick was allowed to project out of the cage, it might have caught the side knocking the 

boy out of the cage. The enginekeeper reported that he knew nothing about the accident until he was told and that 

sufficient bars were in place in the cage to hold onto. The speed of the cage was faster than  average but the 

movement was found to be regular. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-494 

4th January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gavin, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-495, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Andrew Brown. The 3 year old son of the oversman Matthew Brown of  the Airdriemain pit at Drumdair colliery was 



killed by being drawn around the return wheel of an endless rope haulage extending from the screens on the 

Slamannan railway to the pit. The deceased and his 7 year old brother were swinging on the rope when the former 

was carried by it around the sheave and then dropped to be found by the enginekeeper D. Cunningham after hearing 

the cries of the other brother. Mr. Atkinson professes that if there is any blame it should be aimed at the parents for 

allowing the children to wander around the colliery works. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-495 

4th January/5th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gavin, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew 

Brown although noting that the matter does not strictly come under the Coal Mines act since the minor was not 

employed by the mine involved (see NEIMME-JBA-5-494 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alexander Paterson and returning police information on the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-5-493 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 5th January, enclosing a complaint 

against a Mr. Mowat and confirming he has been given permission to take proceedings against him in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-496 

6th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John McAndrew and company, Coalmasters, confirming that they have opened a pair of 

pits on the Murdoston estate to be called the Murdoston colliery with a Mr. A. Kerr as its certificated manager. Since 

the pits were took over from a going concern no new Special Rules are needed as the previous ones will suffice 

according to Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-497 

6th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Birrell reassuring him that a Mr. Frank Coulson is safe to do business with since 

his father and grandfather were the leading sinkers in the North of England and Frank has successfully completed 

several sinkings himself. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Lancaster of Beukend and Ivestown collieries confirming the appointment of 

Mr. Lancaster himself as the manager of the collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-498 

7th January 1893 

Three letters-  



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ronaldson arranging a meeting at Mr. Ronaldson's house to classify his pits 

geologically bringing maps for the purpose. Mr. Atkinson also mentions beating two Scotchmen (sic) at golf and the 

possibility of a further match against him and Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, returning a complaint against John Grant and 

confirming that the Secretary of State has given him permission to begin proceedings against Mr. Grant. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to prepare 8 forms and 8 letters to sign and send to procurator 

fiscals. Mr. Atkinson advises that the forms should resemble that enclosed and that his forms have not been sent to 

the Home Office as Mr. Atkinson would not have received them back in time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-499 

11th January 1892 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Youngs Oil company confirming the appointment of Robert Gemmell as the 

manager of the Hopetown and Forkneuk Oil Shale Mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-500 

10th January/11th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, asking for a list of 

prosecutions, if any, which have taken place in his district during the past year under the Coal Mines Regulation act, 

to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Bain of Brownrigg colliery, dated 11th January, confirming the appointment of 

James Brodie as the undermanager of the no.6 pit at Brownrigg. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-501 

10th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, asking for a list of 

prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in his district to 

be placed on an enclosed form. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, asking 

for a list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in 

his district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

asking for a list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last 

year in his district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-502  

10th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, asking for a 

list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in his 

district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to T. W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, asking 

for a list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in 

his district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, asking for a 

list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in his 

district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-503 

10th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, asking for a list 

of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in his district 

to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, asking for a 

list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in his 

district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, asking 

for a list of prosecutions, if any, which have taken place under the Coal Mines Regulation act during the last year in 

his district to be placed on an enclosed form. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-504 

13th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Benjamin Neilson of Morrisonshaven colliery confirming that the Special Rules 

enclosed are a copy of the Special Rules established under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to T.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, arguing that proceedings should be 

taken in the case against Thomas McLeod since there have been two deaths at Barncluith colliery due to a similar 

offence. Mr. Atkinson returns police information on the case and a copy of the Special Rules (see letter above) to Mr. 

Todrick while advising him that no authority is required to begin the prosecution. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an exemption from 2 shafts/outlets for the no. 2 pit at 

Shawrigg under the Coal Mines act section 18 (ii) (b). 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-505 

12th January/13th January 1893 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the deaths of Patrick Clark 

and John Wilson (see NEIMME-JBA-5-506/507 below). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, dated 13th January, confirming the cessation of working in the 

Ladygrange seam of the no.3 pit at Drumbow and the beginning of working on the Johnstone seam at the no.5 pit at 

West Longrigg. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-506/507 

13th January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-505, 1st letter above) on the deaths of  

miners Patrick Clark and John Wilson. The former, a 34 year old, was killed instantly and the latter, a 27 year old, 

died the next day from injuries sustained from a fall of roof stone on the dook engine haulage road of the splint coal 

seam of the no.1 pit at Barncluith colliery owned by Archibald Russell on the 10th January 1893 at about 3:30 p.m. 

After inspecting the scene a day after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the miners who survived and were 

riding in hutches and the Bogieman Mr. Morrison should be proceeded against for breaching Special Rules 72 and 80 

respectively while, if sufficient evidence can be found, the manager or undermanager should be proceeded against 

also for breaching section 51 (3) of the Coal Mines act. Mr. Atkinson remarks that no-one should have been allowed 

to ride on the hutches or bogie while on this occasion the two deceased miners were doing so when the accident 

happened, while a roadsman, Andrew Fleming, found other miners including  Matthew Wilson and Alex Blair nearby 

who Mr. Atkinson believes were obviously also riding on the hutches at the time of the accident. Mr. Morrison the 

bogieman stated that he began his journey with twelve empty hutches but after stopping about 100 yards from the 

shaft and adjusting the wheels,he returned and when he was moving again noticed six people in the hutches. As he 

continued at about 260 yards from the shaft Mr. Morrison noticed that the bogie next to the one on which he was 

sitting had come off the rails, and after disembarking and trying to stop the rake with his back, the steep incline led 

to the hutch hitting the timber supporting the roof leading to the fall of stone which fatally injured the two deceased 

miners. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-508 

14th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing of Brewsterwells colliery informing him that Mr. Johnstone will soon visit 

his colliery to ascertain what position he is in, and disabusing him of the idea that the exemption from 2 shafts can 

be extended indefinitely. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Vogrie colliery company confirming the reopening of their old shaft no.1 to 

resume operations in gas coal. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-509 

14th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.H. McLeod replying to his query about the hours worked by miners in Scotland. Mr. 

Atkinson professes that since he has only been working in Scotland for four years he cannot supply very detailed 

information, but professes his belief that there has not been any special reduction in the number of hours worked by 

miners in the 10 years previously. He also adds that he believes that miners only worked 8 hours in Fife and many of 

the mines in Mid and East Lothian in 1886. Mr. Atkinson concludes by suggesting that he contacts A. Moore in 

Glasgow, his predecessor, who might be able to give him more detailed information. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Brand and company of Auldston collieries advising them to apply directly to the 

Secretary of State regarding the attempts to gain exemptions from 2 shafts at their Ashgill and Marledge collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-510 

14th January/15th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to make a list of prosecutions from the past year in order of 

the date of trial, to visit his office on Tuesday night (to pick up post?) since he will be away on Monday and to tell 

him that he had been with Mr. Northam at Gailes, supposing that both Mr. Johnstone and Mr. R.(McLeod?) had 

missed the train (since they were supposed to be there?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Linrigg Coal company, dated 15th January, advising them of his visit to their 

colliery the next day to investigate a weighing dispute. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Stone, checkweigher of Liurigg colliery, dated 15th January, advising him of his 

visit to the colliery the next day (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-511 

16th January/17th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Russell on the subject of the death of James Kirkhope 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-516-517 below) and advising Mr. Russell that he will be visiting Ross colliery at noon the next 

day where he expects to meet the manager, Mr. Cassidy and the engineman involved. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, dated 17th January,  confirming the appointment of Richard 

Robertson as the manager of Broadrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-512 

17th January 1893 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Eaglesham confirming the opening of a colliery near Blairingone to be called Athole 

colliery with the proprietors name being given as the Devon Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-513 

17th January 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Ritchie of Eastman colliery confirming the opening of a new shaft to work the 

virtuewell coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-514  

18th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Andrew Love remarking that a checkweigher does not under law require a shelter or a 

desk etc. but that it seems unreasonable that he, as a checkweigher at Knownoble pit, has not been afforded some 

accommodation. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he will probably meet with Mr. Mitchell over the next couple of days to 

discuss the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that the company discontinued working 

coal at their no.4 pit at Muiravonside on the 31st December 1892 while advising them to send a tracing of their 

abandoned workings directly to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-515 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-516/517 

21st January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-518, 1st letter) on the death of James 

Kirkhope. The 18 year old labourer was killed by being crushed in a cage in the no.2 pit at Rose colliery owned by the 

Coltness Iron company on the 14th January 1893 at about 7:30 a.m. After visiting the scene three days after the 

incident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that it had been an accident with no-one to blame, although he found the 

circumstances strange.  The deceased and a 28 year old labourer called Patrick Cassidy, had, at the time of the 

accident, been engaged in sending down feeding stuff in hutches from the low scaffold to the splint coal seam.  Of 

the two cages in use, only the rice cage was used for this purpose and coal was being drawn to the surface in the 

other cage at the same time. According to Cassidy, when a hutch had been loaded with the feeding stuff he and the 

deceased would call up to the engineman Robert Craig to stop the rice cage so they could load the hutch onto it, 

cried 'there' and at that point the cage would be lowered to the bottom. On the day of the accident Mr. Craig came 

to work at 7a.m.  After four hutches had been sent down without mishap the cage was sent down from the high to 

the low scaffold again but on this occasion the cage stopped about four inches above the latter. Mr. Cassidy then 

recalled that the deceased cried out to the engineman to 'lower a wee bittie' and they both continued to push at the 

hutch. Unfortunately the cage then descended without stopping causing the hutch to fall upright into the cage.  the 



two were then pulled in with it, and while Mr. Cassidy was able to grab the cross bar of the cage and descended 

safely to the bottom, Mr. Kirkhope was found dead in the cage at the shaft bottom, the conclusion being he had 

been crushed between the cage and the side of the shaft. Mr. Atkinson adds that he considers the engineman to be 

of good character, and notes that he had not got a clear vision of the shaft as the cages were lowered, but still 

cannot quite understand how Mr. Craig could have thought he heard the usual cry of 'there', as he said, instead of 

'lower a wee bittie' as Mr. Cassidy had reported the deceased had said since neither Mr. Craig or Mr. Cassidy 

reported any noise that might have caused the former not to hear the cry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-518 

21st January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Kirkhope. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-516/517 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry Ness and company confirming that the company has begun to sink a new 

shaft on the lands of Highjohn (?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-519 

21st January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Gordon of Peutland Iron Works thanking him for the sections of strata he sent him 

and adding that the theory that the Pumpherston shale lies below the Hardiehouse limestone seems unlikely given 

the results of the bore. Mr. Atkinson also supposes that the bore has been on or near a trouble as the dip of the beds 

alters in the hole. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Grierson and company of Glebe colliery confirming that the company are 

opening up a new mine in the 3 foot coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-520 

21st January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Smart thanking him for information on the average price of Lanarkshire coal in 

the last year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming the appointment of David Paterson as the 

manager of the Meadowfield and Arden collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-521 

21st January/22nd January 1893 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Inspector of Schools, asking for information on the number of candidates 

that were examined for first and second class certificates, the number of passes gained and the date of the last 

exam. Mr. Atkinson also asks for advice on how to appoint a new examiner and if the post is usually advertised. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Morrison of Newbattle colliery, dated 22nd January 1893,  advising him of his 

visit to the colliery the next Tuesday regarding the death of John Neesam (see NEIMME-JBA-5-532, 2nd letter below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-522 

21st January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the no.3 pit at Polbeth owned by the Youngs' Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company, 

temporarily abandoned for working the Dunnetts Oil Shale on the 27th July 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-523 

21st January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the no.1 and 2 pits at Brownrigg, owned by the Brownrigg Coal company, in which the 

workings of Upper Drumgray coal were abandoned in May 1892 for reasons of unprofitability. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-524 

21st January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Mountcow (colliery? pit?) owned by the Coltness Iron company, in which the 

workings of Lower Drumgray coal were abandoned in November 1892 due to exhaustion of supply. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-525 

21st January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the No. 41 pit at Cleland owned by the Ravenshall coal company, in which the 

workings of the Ell, Pyatshaw, main, Humple and Splint coal were abandoned on the 15th May 1892 due to 

exhaustion and for being unremunerative. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-526 

21st January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Bothwellshields (colliery? pit?) owned by James Burns, in which the workings of 

Lower Drumgray coal were abandoned on the 31st May 1892 due to unprofitability. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-527 

26th January 1893 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Terrie, checkweighman of Dalquehandy colliery promising to look into the 

matter of the alteration of the weighing machine at the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Caledonian Mineral Oil company,at the Tarbrax Works, asking that the returned 

tracing of the shale workings at the Works be forwarded immediately to the Secretary of State. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Douglas Jackson of Coltness Iron Works thanking him for the Valleyfield bore but 

pointing out errors in the figures on the 3rd and 4th sheets of the report since they do not correspond with the 

process. Mr. Atkinson encloses the paper for corrections. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-528 

26th January 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Thompson of Greyrigg Coal company confirming that the no. 1 pit at Greyrigg has 

stopped working coal since the 31st December 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-529 

28th January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-534, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Robert Marshall. The 52 year old miner was injured by the fall of stone and coal from the roof of his working place in 

the Bonnyside Fireclay mine owned by James Dougall and son on the 19th July 1893 at about 10:30 a.m., dying from 

his injuries two days later. After visiting the area four days after Mr. Marshall's death, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 

no blame could be attached either to the deceased or the oversman Alexander Campbell who had visited the place 

of work of Mr. Marshall twice that morning, once before he had started work at about 7:30a.m and again at 10:15 

and found no danger. On the latter occasion he spoke to the deceased, who was engaged in boring a hole. Neither, 

according to Mr. Campbell, thought there was any danger involved. The deceased, who had begun work at 8a.m., 

was then found by Mr. Campbell  after he  heard a fall from his place of work with some coal and stone on his face 

and breast. Timber was found nearby which could have shored up the roof, but Mr. Atkinson believes the two were 

deceived by the apparent security of the roof. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-530/531 

28th January 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-534, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Neesam. The 41 year old sinker in charge of a  shift was instantly killed after being knocked off a kettle on 

which he was descending the sinking shift at Newbattle colliery on the 20th January 1892 at about 5:15 p.m. After 

visiting the scene 4 days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no one could be blamed for the accident, although he 

concluded that if the deceased had wore a light he might have seen the iron rider, used to steady the kettle, had 

stopped following before it fell on him and could have called to be raised to bring the kettle back to the rider. John 

Jones, the master sinker and the deceased had begun to descend the shaft shortly after 5p.m on the day of the 

accident both standing on the kettle. Mr. Jones had no light in his cap, while the burning lamp of the deceased soon 

went out as they continued their descent. The kettle then stopped about 64 fathoms down its 165 fathom length 

and Mr. Jones got off to attend a pump, firstly belling the kettle to make it secure. At this point Mr. Jones notes that 



the rider and the deceased were in their proper positions, being able to see by the light of the electric lamp at the 

pump. Mr. Jones then claimed that he knew nothing more of the accident until he was told later. The engineman 

James Scott who was lowering the kettle then reported feeling a sudden shock on the rope and immediately stopped 

the engine at about 8 fathoms from the cradle below. Workmen on the cradle heard the deceased and the rider fall 

onto it and found him lying dead. The rider was found to be still attached to ropes, but the ring or hole through 

which the winding rope worked had been broken open. The two workmen Bernard McCann and William Young put 

the deceased into the kettle after it had been lowered to the cradle and took him to the surface, calling for Mr. Jones 

at the site of the pump. Mr. Atkinson concluded that the rider had stuck on its guides, and, falling away, knocked the 

deceased off the top of the kettle. Both then fell on the scaffold swing to the centre ring, causing it to give way. He 

surmises that the kettle may have fallen over 60 fathoms if the rider had stuck shortly after Mr. Jones had alighted. 

Mr. Atkinson reports that since the accident improvements have been made with glands being attached disallowing 

the kettle from descending without the rider. When the kettle is used below the cradle, as it is on occasion, the rider 

is left behind. Mr. Jones mentioned that the rider had stuck once or twice, but no accident had resulted from this 

previously. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-532 

28th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-530/531. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh enclosing a report on the death of John 

Neesam (see NEIMME-JBA-5-530/531 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the injury to 

Stephen Foley by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-533 

28th January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming the appointment of a Mr. Murray as the 

manager of their Hillhead pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that Jeremiah Crawford's application for an 

undermanagers' certificate is not eligible as he has failed to prove he has ever worked as an oversman. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-534 

28th January/30th January 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Marshall. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-529 above). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, dated 30th January, commiserating 

with him for suffering (?) and hoping he is getting rid of it satisfactorily. He also proposes the dates of the 27th or the 

28th March for their annual meeting. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to H. Curr, dated 30th January, offering £20 a year for the 

right to fish for salmon, trout and other fish with net or rod in the Callender water of the rivers Leith and Leny as 

allowed by the Earl of Quasters(?), with the possibility of subletting, the tenancy of which being terminable by either 

side if they give notice on the 1st of November that year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-535 

30th January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the No.1 and No.2  Muirpark pits owned by James Waldie and sons, abandoned as 

unremunerating for three and four feet coal on the 31st March and the 7th July 1892 respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-536 

30th January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the No 5, 7 and 11 Fauldhouse pits owned by William Dixon Ltd, abandoned as 

unremunerating owing to rise of water for mill or rig coal and Furnace coal on the 2nd July and the 14th April 1892 

respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-537 

30th January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the no 3,4,5 and 6 Stand pits owned by the Stand Coal company, abandoned for splint 

coal due to exhaustion, Musselband coal for being unremunerative, and the Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray coal for 

being both exhausted and unremunerative, all in February 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-538 

30th January 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the no.2 Dolphingston pit owned by the Prestongrange coal company, abandoned in 

its fireclay seam and live lost coals for being unremunerative on the 29th November 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-539 

30th January 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,  informing him that after inspecting Brewsterwells colliery and receiving further notice 

from the manager George Laing, he now recommends the extending of the collieries' exemption from 2 shafts until 



30th April 1893, going against his previous position that the exemption should not be granted due to the lack of 

effort made to provide the second shaft (see NEIMME-JBA-5-508 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-540 

2nd February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson confirming the appointment of James Ross as the manager of 

Barblues and Westerings collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-541 

2nd February/3rd February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Morrison asking him as the agent for the trustees of the late Michael Burns, the 

leesees (sic) of the field where the abandoned Waterlaws and East Law collieries were situated to provide copies of 

their plans prepared and forwarded to the Secretary of State as these were not deposited in 1882, the year of their 

abandonment, as required by section 42 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1872 and the subsequent section 38 of 

the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Undersecretary of State, dated 3rd February, enclosing a list of certificates of 

service as undermanagers of mines granted during the year 1892 accurate at least as far as his district is concerned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-542 

2nd February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,  asking for his opinion on whether a liquidator was responsible for providing the 

Secretary of State with plans of abandoned workings as required by the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-541, 1st letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-543 

3rd February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Springbank colliery company confirming the appointment of William J. (?) as 

manager of Springbank colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-544 

4th February 1893 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to H. Curr withdrawing his request to sublet for the 

purpose of angling after hearing it is not allowed, but arguing that he still wishes to make arrangements in Callender 

for netting. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-534, 3rd letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt, coalmaster, promising to visit him at the Royal Exchange the next 

Wednesday. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Henry Gillies. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-545 

4th February 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company informing him that he plans to visit the no.33 pit at 

Ingliston on Tuesday the 7th February to enquire about the exemption it has applied for. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Murray informing him he will visit him on Wednesday afternoon to look at a 

safety gate that Mr. Murray has mentioned. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts at the no.4 pit at Ashgill 

colliery but noting that the application for the same exemption at Marledge colliery need not be granted as the 

virtuewell seam has been found to be unremunerative. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-546 

4th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Provost Griffiths providing a statistical analysis of Cowen's Fireclay noting the amounts of 

silica, alumina, oxide iron, lime, magnesia and water/organic matter found in it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-547 

6th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing both a returned copy of the Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom for 1891 

and the entered returns and values of all the minerals raised in Mr. Atkinson's district for 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-548 

7th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the no.33 pit 

at Ingliston (see NEIMME-JBA-5-545, 1st letter),  under section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing that no 



more than 20 people are allowed underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilating or any other purpose, 

the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st August 1893. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him that Mr. Johnstone has sent one of his anonometers by parcel post to the 

Home Office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-549 

8th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company of Struther colliery confirming that the company has abandoned a 

mine at the virtuewell seam on the Struther Estate and that he has received a plan of its workings, which Mr. 

Atkinson returns and asks to be forwarded directly to the Secretary of State. He also advises that as long as no more 

than 30 people are employed underground a certificated manager will not be needed (for another pit?). In an aside, 

Mr. Atkinson also mentions that an unspecified requirement may be as the company suggest by their giving a 

quantity in return for 1893 at the end of the year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-550 

10th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt enclosing a slip indicating how Mr. Bart wishes to proceed regarding 

obtaining a certificate of service as manager, and advising him that if if he was acting as a manager on the 10th 

August 1872 or within a year of that date he will be eligible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company confirming that the company has begun to open the 

old workings of the main coal seam at their no.3 pit by means of a stone mine from the Humph coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-551 

10th February/11th February 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Gardner, Miner's Secretary, promising to look into problems of ventilation at the 

Milburn and Cornsilloch collieries and the usage of the horses employed in the Bog main coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

death of Charles Pryde. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to C.M. Percy, dated 11th February, thanking him for sending a copy of the journal 'The 

Science and Art of Mining' which Mr. Atkinson considered contained much valuable information. Mr. Atkinson 

expresses his hope that Mr. Percy, the editor of the journal, will have success with it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-552 



11th February 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that the previous exemption from 2 shafts at 

Brewsterwells colliery was under section 18(ii)(a) and that the new application is under section 18(iii)(a) of the Coal 

Mines act. Mr. Atkinson grants the new application providing no more than 20 persons work underground at any 

one time, no fire is used for ventilating or any other purpose, the 2nd outlet is completed as soon as possible and the 

exemption expires on the 31st May 1893. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown, the secretary of the Federated Institution of Mining Engineers, 

informing him that the council and members of the Mining Institute of Scotland wish to join the Federated Institute 

of Mining Engineers and hopes that Mr. Brown will bring this matter before the council. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the extension of exemption from 2 shafts by Brownlee 

colliery under the same conditions as before with the date of the end of exemption now being the 31st May 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-553 

11th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, confirming the receipt of a letter drawing his attention to three papers containing plans 

of abandoned mines that had not previously been reported. He encloses one of the papers (see NEIMME-JBA-5-554 

below) and promises that the others will be forwarded shortly after Mr. Atkinson compares them with their original 

plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-554 

11th February 1893 

Plan of the abandoned Hill of Drumgray no.12 pit at New Monkland owned by the Darngavil Coal company and 

signed by J.B. Atkinson (see NEIMME-JBA-5-553 above) in which the Virtuewell coal seam was discontinued due to 

exhaustion on the 26th April 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-555 

11th February/19th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Professor Heddle asking which geological formation the Lesolter(?) copper mine at 

Sandlodge is in. Mr. Atkinson adds that he wants the information for inclusion in a table like that in his annual report, 

of which he encloses a copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster in Glasgow, dated 19th February, asking that all the mail addressed 

to him after the first delivery of the next day be forwarded to the Hotel Metropole in London until further notice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-556/557 



18th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a 

report on the deaths of Thomas Drylie and Andrew Hislop by Mr. Johnstone. Mr. Atkinson adds that he believes the 

death of the two men could have been avoided if the new incline they were working on had been properly checked 

by the designated inspector, John Clark who was also the man contracted to complete the new incline. Mr. Atkinson 

considers that there is clear evidence that Mr. Clark failed to inspect the area of the accident as he was required to 

do under General Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act, which stated that such an area should have been inspected before 

the entry of the workmen, that a signed report on the result of the inspection should have been made and that a 

further inspection should have been made during the shift. Mr. Atkinson adds that he does not entirely agree with 

Mr. Johnstone that, as Mr. Cook was a contractor for getting minerals he was therefore ineligible for making the 

inspections as specified by the same rule, although professes that Mr. Stuart would know more about this than 

himself. Either way, Mr. Atkinson believes that Mr. clark should be proceeded against- if eligible for the inspections, 

he should be charged with failing to inspect the incline before the workmen entered and also failing to record the 

result of inspections on previous days. If ineligible, he might still be charged if it was found he had undertaken any 

inspections. The manager should also be charged, adds Mr. Atkinson, if Mr. Cook was ineligible, for appointing him 

as the designated inspector or if eligible for failing to enforce the inspections. The miners who went to work that day 

were also technically in breach of the rules, but Mr Atkinson does not believe it is necessary to prosecute them. Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that he has asked the Home Secretary for leave to prosecute the manager, and that he can meet 

Mr. Stuart to discuss the case at any time after his week in London at the Home Office.(see NEIMME-JBA-5-555,2nd 

letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-558 

18th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for Mr. Asquith's permission to prosecute James Paul, the manager of Lownhead 

colliery, for a breach of General Rule 4, section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 for failing to enforce the 

rule of inspection of the working parts of the mine. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-556/557 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-559 

18th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Eaglesham confirming the receipt of two copies of the proposed Special Rules at 

Athole colliery and promising to return one in due course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Armadale Coal company confirming that the workings of the Main and ball coal 

seams at the no.16 pit at Armsdale colliery were stopped on the 17th December 1892 and that the necessary plans 

have been sent to the Home Secretary with a return also being received. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-560 

18th February 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company confirming that the Special Rules already in force are 

adequate to cover the main coal section that they are starting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company confirming that they have discontinued working the 

main coal seam at their no.10 pit at Morningside colliery for the present. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-561 

18th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Devon Coal company on the subject of Athole coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Sir Godfrey Lushington returning a letter from the Lord Advocate's secretary on the 

subject of his receiving instructions or censure from crown counsel through the procurators fiscal, and Mr. Atkinson 

professes himself satisfied with the conclusions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-562 

18th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, secretary of the Mid and East Lothian Miners association confirming that his 

complaint about Loanhead colliery has been noted, the place inspected and a prosecution now under way. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-558) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company confirming their suspension of operations at 

their no.19 pit at West Beuhar for the present. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-563 

18th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company confirming that the company has begun sinking a 

new pit at West Beuhar to be named the no.24 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-564 

18th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Hamilton McCulloch confirming that John W. Walker has been appointed manager of the 

Bog and Home Farm collieries in the room of John Grant. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-565 

25th February/27th February 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery thanking him for a copy of the Journal of the 

company's no.3 pit while pointing out a discrepancy in that what was described as limestone in the account of the 

other pit is described as blue glass in the no.3 Journal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry Ness and company dated 27th February on the subject of Muirbeath coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-566 

25th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company asking for him to send another copy of the Muirbeath collieries' 

Special Rules to go along with their previously sent copy confirming the appointment of Mr. (Henry) Ness as 

manager, as required by the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. The abstract of the act sent by Mr. Ness is returned as 

unnecessary. Mr. Atkinson promises to return the former copy as soon as their suitability is established. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson the Darngavil Coal company confirming that the company has discontinued  their no.4 

pit since the 24th December 1892. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-567 

25th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Caldwell of the Pumpherston Works confirming the receipt of a letter and 

thanking him for the enclosed section of West Lothian Shale Field which has arrived safely. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Park, the manager of Luirigg colliery, confirming his appointment as manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-568 

27th February 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Rochsolloch no.8 pit at Airdrie House owned by the Airdrie Coal company in which 

the Virtuewell coal, the Kiltongue coal and the Upper Drumgray coal seams were discontinued in September 1892 

due to near exhaustion and unprofitability, being exhausted and being unprofitable respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-569 

25th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, enclosing  

a report by Mr. McLaren on an explosion of gelatine at Fallahill colliery on the 18th February 1893 causing personal 

injury to the miner William Duncan, for Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-570 

25th February 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Donaldson by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Goldie, manager of Baton colliery, confirming the colliery's reopening of their 

previously abandoned Baton Blood(?)Coal mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-571 

27th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, noting that Mr. Asquith has informed him that a liquidator of a mine is not legally 

compelled to provide a copy of the workings of the mine as required by section 38 (i) of the Coal Mines act and that 

he wishes to know what course of action should be taken when a mine under liquidators is abandoned. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-542 etc.) Mr. Atkinson points out that he knows of at least three oil companies at the present time in 

the hands of liquidators who own extensive oil shale mines, and there is a considerable prospect of others joining 

them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-572 

27th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. L. Becker thanking him for the provision of information from Mr. Becker's 

Observatory on the height of the barometer and whether it was rising or falling on the dates when fire-damp 

explosions occurred in his district during the last year. Mr. Atkinson adds that he has forgotten one explosion which 

he describes as occurring on the 31st May at 2 a.m. and hopes that the barometer information for that can be 

inserted to be returned to him.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-573 

27th February 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a list of mines in the East Scotland Mining Inspection District corrected for the 

year 1892 and which can be printed. Mr. Atkinson asks that three proofs can be forwarded to him so that his 

Assistant Inspectors (Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone) can aid in adding corrections. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-574 

27th February/28th February 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

John Syme by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Deans and Moore confirming that the company has begun sinking a new shaft at 

Penston colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-575 

28th February/1st March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the accounting officer enclosing two receipts for premiums paid for life insurance 

during the past year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, proposing an enquiry into whether 

the rules regarding the requirements needed to gain a 2nd class certificate might be revised in order to acknowledge 

the changes made in other districts. Mr. Atkinson suggests that any apprentice of a mining engineer who regularly 

goes underground for surveying or other purposes may be said to be gaining practical experience as required by 

section 23(i) of the Coal Mines act. Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he has been considering who would be a likely 

replacement with members of the board after the death of a Mr. Hill. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-576 

1st March 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Crophill pit owned by the Alloa Coal company in which the two feet coal, the 

three feet coal, the four feet coal, the upper five feet coal and the nine feet coal were discontinued on the 9th 

August 1892 due to the seams being unremunerative and practically exhausted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-577 

1st March 1893 

Plan signed by J. B. Atkinson of the no.3 Philpstown pit owned by James Ross and company in which the Broxburn Oil 

Shale was discontinued on the 26th August 1892 due to exhaustion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-578 

1st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing his annual report for the year 1892 as Inspector of Mines for the East of 

Scotland district, and asking for three proofs to be forwarded to him in order for the two assisting inspectors to aid 

in any corrections (as he suggested in NEIMME-JBA-5-573) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-579 



1st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Sir Archibald Geike asking for his opinion on a couple of 

issues regarding the mining fields of Scotland from a geological point of view, to help him in a forthcoming talk he 

hopes to make on the subject. He asks first whether the description of the Canobie coal fields is contained within the 

Calciferous Sandstone series as suggested by the 1 inch geological maps and in the 10 inch to a mile map published 

recently by Mr. Geike. If this is so, Mr. Atkinson argues, it would be the only place in Scotland or England where 

workable coal seams exist in the calciferous sandstone beds continuing that he had always believed the coal fields in 

question were in the carboniferous limestone beds. After asking whether there is any doubt as to this question, Mr. 

Atkinson asks how far paleontology could be used by mining engineers to determine the divisions into which 

carboniferous rocks in Scotland could be divided. He asks specifically whether there are certain remains peculiar only 

to calciferous sandstone, carboniferous limestone, millstone grit, coal measures and upper coal measures. Mr. 

Atkinson also encloses his annual report of 1891 on which he includes on pages 4 and 5 the arrangement of the 

mineral provision of the district according to geological formations. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-580 

1st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson asking for his help in completing an enclosed table concerning the 

minerals mined in his district under both coal and metalliferous mines. He asks that his additions are made in pencil 

so that he may add his own quantities at a later date, at least for Lanark and East Stirling. He also notes that despite 

being together in the summaries, he would like to separate the results for Argyle(sic) and Dumfries, although he 

does not plan to make use of the former separately without Galloway's permission and since Dumfries has 4 

collieries, it will not matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-581 

2nd March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, pointing out an error in his exemption expiry date granted to the owner of Brownlee 

colliery, a copy of which he encloses for correction as the expiry date should read the 31st May 1893 instead of the 

28th February as given on the exemption. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-582 

2nd March/3rd March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting an exemption from two shafts at West Greengairs colliery 

since only a limited quantity of coal is available to work and not enough to repay the cost of sinking a second shaft. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Leggate, dated 3rd March, confirming his appointment as manager of the 

Bellfield colliery of Coalburn. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-583 

3rd March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Colonel V.D. Majendrie remarking that despite Mr. 

Duncan's mistake in returning to a lighted shot before 30 minutes had elapsed as specified in Special Rule 95, he has 

been punished enough for the explosion of a shot of blasting gelatine at Fallahill colliery by his own injuries without 

the necessity of a prosecution (see NEIMME-JBA-5-569)  Mr. Atkinson continues that his returning to his second shot 

or shot B may have been caused by his belief that both shots had not gone off, with the two shots not close enough 

together to cause the detonation of the other, although Mr. Atkinson himself believes that it was possible for the 

latter to have happened. Possible problems with  the strum or or ordinary gulta percha fuse are also mentioned, and 

Mr. Atkinson promises to bring this up with the mine owners. He concludes by saying that he can keep the report on 

the accident by Mr. McLaren as he has got a copy of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-584 

3rd March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to read enclosed papers relating to the deaths of Thomas 

Wrylie and Andrew Hislop and his opinion on Mr. Stuart's ideas relating to a prosecution. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Redding colliery company confirming the appointment of Harry Roy as the 

agent and manager of the colliery with Thomas Gillespie continuing as its undermanager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-585 

4th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr and sons confirming the appointment of Robert Leggatt as the manager of 

Bellfield colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-586 

4th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Charles Reid. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Burntisland Oil company (in liquidation) confirming the appointment of a Mr. 

Russell, holder of a 2nd class certificate, as the manager of Burntisland Oil Shale mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-587/588 

4th March 1893 



Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-586, 1st letter above) on the death of 

Charles Reid. The 24 year old screenman was killed after being run over by an empty wagon weighing five tons on a 

short branchline between the Ross colliery no.1 pit and the Hamilton/Motherwell branch of the Caledonian colliery 

on the 2nd March 1893 at about 11:15a.m. The deceased was employed by Thomas Barr, the owner of the pit and 

the wagon was the property of the Caledonian Railway company. After visiting the site a day after the incident, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that no blame could be attached to any person for it. Mr. Twaddle, the pit manager, had had 

detached four empty wagons. When the wagons began to fall back along the track unexpectedly, the deceased 

attempted to insert a pit prop between the spokes of one of the wheels of the last wagon. This practice of spragging 

with long props was known to be dangerous, and when Mr. Twaddle saw him he said he had shouted at him to stop 

but to no avail. The deceased managed to insert the tree or prop between two of the spokes, but not sufficiently far 

in and when it came up against the iron guard of the wagon it twisted out. This either resulted in dealing the 

deceased a blow or had crushed him between it and the wagon. Mr. Twaddle reported seeing him close against the 

wagon turning round and when he came to the space between it and the next wagon he fell on his hands and knees 

across the rail and the last wheel of the penultimate wagon passed over him followed by the other wheel before 

being pulled out before the next wagon reached him, but by that stage he was already dead. The deceased had been 

accustomed to dealing with wagons, and in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, must have known about the danger he faced 

through his actions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-589 

6th March/7th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on an accident to George 

Christie by Mr. McLaren in which a breach of General Rule 4 (ii) was discovered which, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, 

should be followed up by a prosecution. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,  dated 7th March, expressing his opinion 

that the manager should be proceeded against in the case of the deaths of Thomas Wrylie and Andrew Hislop (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-584, 1st letter) but wishing to discuss it further with Mr. Stuart before reaching a final conclusion. 

Mr. Atkinson proposes a meeting the next day in which they can examine the papers and reach a decision. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-590 

7th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of Joseph 

Cumming by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, returning a copy of the Special Rules of 

Udston Colliery which he has certified regarding the case of John Clark. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Sir Archibald Geikie thanking him for his letter giving his opinion on the position of 

Canobie coals and the value of palaeontology in fixing divisions of carboniferous rocks (see NEIMME-JBA-5-579). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-591 



7th March 1893 

Plan of the no. 1 Seafield mine signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by the Pumpherston Oil company in which the working 

of the Houston coal was abandoned in September 1892 due to unprofitability. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-592 

8th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Dalglish and Bell asking for plans of the mines of the West Lothian Oil company to 

forward to the Secretary of State as required by the Coal Mines act. He continues that the liquidator of the mines, a 

Mr. Gourlay, has referred him to them and asks whether they are able to supply the plans. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-593 

8th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to have the funds necessary to take shorthand notes of the 

evidence given before the Sheriff in the prosecution of the manager of Loanhead colliery for a breach of General 

Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-562 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-594 

8th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, informing him that he has been given 

permission by the Home Office to begin proceedings against James Paul, the manager of Loanhead colliery for a 

breach of General Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act and that he should take the necessary steps to begin the process. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-593 above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling of Calderhead colliery informing him that he will arrive at Shotts station 

the next day and will call at his office to see him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-595 

11th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,  replying to his telegram asking for reasons why shorthand notes need to be taken in the 

Loanhead colliery case at the Home Office's expense. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-593)  Mr. Atkinson argues that such 

notetaking would make it easier to make an appeal if the case is lost, since without details of the proceedings this 

would be impossible. He continues that he believes that notes should always be taken in such cases and notes that 

section 62 (iii) of the Coal Mines act provides for such notes being taken, but presumes that the expense must be 

met by the party requiring it and not the court. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-596 

11th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-595 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander 

Baxter by Mr. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling of Calderhead colliery informing him that since more than 30 people are 

being employed underground in their no.2 pit at the colliery they need to appoint a 1st class certificated manager to 

stop themselves from breaching section 20 (i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-597 

14th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Morrison asking for him to give a reply to his request for copies of the plans for 

Waterlands and East Law collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an extension to exemption from 2 shafts at the 

Lochhead Fireclay mine under the same conditions, with the exemption now running out on the 30th April 1893. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from two shafts at Home 

Farm colliery under section 18 (iii)(a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 persons are employed 

underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose, the 2nd shaft is completed as 

quickly as possible and the exemption will run out on the 30th September 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-598 

15th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, confirming that if the trial concerning the 

complaint against James Paul of Loanhead colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-593 etc.) occurs on the Monday or the 

Wednesday of the next week as is probable it will suit both himself and Mr. Johnstone although he is going away for 

the weekend and would like the actual day confirmed by the end of the week so he can plan for his return 

accordingly. Mr. Atkinson adds that he is grateful for the Edinburgh school pamphlets that Mr. Stuart has sent to 

him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling agreeing to go no further with the complaint against the breach of 

section 20 (i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act (see NEIMME-JBA-5-596, 3rd letter) if Mr. Darling agrees to limit the 

number of people underground to 30 although noting that the best solution would be either for Mr. Darling to 

obtain a 1st Class certificate himself or appoint such a manager as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-599 



16th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Broomhill Coal company confirming that Brownhill colliery is now owned by said 

company succeeding the late John Wilson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-600 

15th March 1893 

Plan of the Day mine at Dalserf (?) signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by Frame and company in which the virtuewell coal 

working was abandoned on the 13th January 1893 since the coal was intended to be worked from an adjoining pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-601/602 

18th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him of the details of a fatal accident at Newbattle colliery where a rider fell of 

a rope and knocked off a man who was riding on a kettle below and enclosing a report on it. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

530/531 and 532, 1st letter) Mr. Atkinson apologises for the lateness of his reply because of his absence from home 

when the request arrived. Mr. Atkinson adds that the manager had not found the reason why the rider had stuck 

before falling and notes that since the accident the rider had been fixed so that the kettle couldn't leave it. Mr. 

Atkinson concludes that most of the workers at Newbattle colliery were natives of Durham and would probably not 

approve of the secret manner of looking into accidents in Scotland, as opposed to the open coroner's court of 

England- Mr. Atkinson expressing his preference for the latter also. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-603/604/605 

28th January 1893 

A copy of the report previously entered as NEIMME-JBA-5-530/531 and 532, 1st letter. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-601/602 

above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-606 

18th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to G.W. McCreath, enclosing a letter from Mr. Morrison on the Waterlands and East Law 

plans which he asks Mr. McCreath to respond to and pass on his views. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming that the company has abandoned the working of 

Balcastle colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-607 



18th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Walker of Bathville collieries expressing his opinion that Mr. Walker was rigjht to 

report an accident (at the collieries?) to himself and Alex Melville rather than the factory inspector. Mr. Atkinson 

promises that Mr. McLaren will visit the pit and enquire further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery confirming the appointment of John McMillan 

as the undermanager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-608 

18th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown responding to a letter concerning Fred and Woods' (?) collieries and 

promises to enquire as to whether anything can be done. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Stonehouse Coal company confirming that the company has stopped working 

the Ell coal seam in the no. 2 pit at Shawsrigg colliery for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-609 

20th March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.R (Fred) Atkinson advising him that a Mr. Anderson has been appointed General 

Manager at James Woods' (?) collieries and that he should not visit the area unless there is a definite place open that 

might suit him. If he could find such an opening, he advises 'Fred' to see the people involved. He also informs him 

that 'Bill' has said something about him, but doubts whether he will be a useful source of information. He concludes 

that unless he can secure a good place in Scotland he would advise against visiting, as the managerships available are 

poor berths as a rule. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Sharp of Shott collieries thanking him for providing copies of bores found 

near the collieries and asking him for the further sections he has said he has, while questioning why an accurate 

journal of the bores has not been kept as Mr. Atkinson regards bores as always somewhat doubtful. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-610 

20th March/ 21st March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Archibald Wilson of the Broomhill Oil company informing him that as long as he 

employs no more than 30 underground at once he does not need to hire a first class certificated manager. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Limited, dated 21st March, confirming the appointment of Archibald 

Robertson as manager at Westrigg colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-611 

21st March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thompson promising to visit Eddlewood colliery the next Friday in response to 

his note. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Dalglish and Bell responding to a letter from them concerning the plans of the West 

Lothian Oil company and promising to respond further after receiving instructions from the Home Secretary. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the no.4 pit at Rosebank colliery exemption from 2 shafts 

under section 18 (iii) (b) of the Coal Mines act providing that no more than 20 people are employed underground at 

any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly 

as possible and that the exemption expires on the 30th September 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-612 

21st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him that the agents for the landlord of the liquidated mines of the West 

Lothian Oil company, Dalgliesh and Bell, have offered to send the plans of the mines to him as long as they are 

returned. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-611, 2nd letter above) Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Asquith whether he can afford the 

expense of making copies of the plans to be kept at the Home Office which he suggests would cost around five 

pounds and five shillings. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-613 

22nd March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.W. Turnbull asking him for information regarding the disposal of Colliery Accident 

Funds in Great Britain for which a return has been asked for from the government. Mr. Atkinson knows of only the 

Mauricewood fund in the East of his area, and asks Mr. Turnbull if there is any more and for the names of trustees 

and secretary of the former. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Taylor asking him to look at the paper he encloses sent to him by the Home 

Office concerning the Hartley Colliery Surplus Relief fund and provide answers to the questions provided. He adds 

that a Mr. Rankine had suggested that Mr. Taylor would provide the necessary information which was requested by 

the Secretary for the Home Department. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-614 

22nd March 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small asking him if he knows of any colliery accident funds as asked for by 

M.P. John Wilson of Durham as certain information is needed from their trustees (see NEIMME-JBA-5-613, both 

letters above) He adds that he knows of the Mauricewood fund, the Hartley Surplus fund and probably an Udston 

fund. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Forbes asking him to fill in a form with information regarding the Udston Colliery 

Relief fund which the Home Secretary has asked for for the purposes of a return moved for in the House of 

Commons (see 1st letter above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-615 

25th March/26th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T. MacNaughton asking him to fill in a form regarding information needed about the 

Mauricewood fund as he is acquiring information about the Colliery Accident Funds in his area (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

614, both letters above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Goodchild, Museum of Science and Art, dated 26th March,  informing him of 

his visit to the museum on the next Tuesday and asking if he can call at his office to ask him some questions on 

geological subjects. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie collieries, dated 26th March, thanking him for providing a map of 

the Coalfields of Scotland which he promises will be useful to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-616 

27th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James B. Jordan of the Home Office enclosing a corrected list of mines for printing and 

asking that he receive proof of his report quickly as he needs figures from it for another purpose rather urgently. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to send circulars that are being sent to him regarding the 

use of mineral oils and return air ways to the mines in their district and also enclosing a report on an accident at 

Ravenslodge colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to T. MacNaughton thanking him for sending back the paper regarding the 

Mauricewood Pit Disaster fund with the appropriate information (see NEIMME-JBA-5-615, 1st letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-617 

27th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson advising him that a partnership with a Mr. Lucas might be a good 

idea if they could make around £250 a year. He suggests that 'Fred' would have to be decisive and original and 

impress people more with his ability (than he has been doing?) and his ideas which he does not doubt Mr. Lucas has 

done. He also expresses approval of the Indian proposal since 'Fred' has not got a large family. Mr. Atkinson 



concludes that he has seen that J.J. Hedley has died and promises to pass on any favourable news (of a possible 

position?) if there is any. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-618 

28th March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Campbell, colliery manager at Wattstown, confirming that a mine has been opened 

at Glentore, Greengairs for a Mr. James Stewart a grocer from Swinton with Mr. Campbell appointed its certificated 

manager. Mr. Atkinson mentions enclosing something which is not disclosed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-619 

29th March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that he he is visiting Callender on Friday and 

staying for a week, staying at Mr. Ferguson's (house?) at Elmbank and also that he will be glad to see the receiver 

any day during that week. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bonnybridge Silica company advising that there is little danger of naphtha 

lamps causing fire in such a damp mine as theirs but there is risk involved when filling such lamps and advises that 

this should be done on the surface by a careful hand. Mr. Atkinson adds that he knows of two cases where death has 

been the result when the lamps were being filled by workmen. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Callander coal company advising them that they do not need any general 

authority to use gunpowder unless they intend to use it loose in which case they will need an exemption from using 

cartridges to be applied for direct to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-620/621 

29th March 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-623, 1st letter) on the death of Jacob 

Armour. The 26 year old miner was fatally injured by a fall of roof stone at the face of the South East level of the 

Lower Drumgray Coal seam of the no.1 pit of the Dewshill Colliery owned by the Coltness Iron company on the 24th 

March 1893 at about 1:45p.m. He died 45 minutes later. After visiting the scene of the incident three days later, Mr. 

Atkinson concluded that no one should be blamed for it.  The deceased and his brother William were employed by 

the company for driving and brushing the level. The deceased worked one shift with a Thomas Scott, his brother 

worked the next with another man. The foreman William Grossart examined the area between 5 and 6 that morning 

before working began and found nothing amiss. The deceased and Mr. Scott began work at 7 a.m. and continued 

until the time of the accident. The oversman James Houston noted nothing wrong when he observed them working 

at 9a.m. The method used was to draw(?) forward in the coal 9 yards wide, take down the blaes in the centre and 

stow it on either side. The coal had been holed at the top in 6 inches of soft blaes and blown up by a shot placed in 

the bottom. The deceased had attempted to keep up the blaes except the centre part which would require to be 

brushed down. At about 12 noon a shot was fired in the coal at about the centre. After examination, the fall 

weighing about 30 cwt was found to have cauted out some trees. The deceased who had been working at the face 

was caught by the fall and was soon released and there was found to be a good supply of trees nearby. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-622 

29th March 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-623, 2nd letter) on the death of Peter 

McNaughton. The 60 year old wagoner was ran over by two empty wagons near the screes of the Townlands pit of 

the Clyde collieries owned by the Wilsons and Clyde Coal company on the 25th March 1893 at about 2:30 p.m. After 

visiting the scene of the incident four days later, Mr. Atkinson came to the conclusion that nobody could be blamed 

for the accident. At the time of the accident, the pit was not at work but the deceased was at work as usual. He had 

attached his horse to the centre crook of the front of 6 empty wagons. The horse proceeded to draw the wagons 

down a slight incline to the screes with the deceased following alongside. When he was close to the screes he 

attempted to go under the chain between the horse and the first wagon and fell backwards projecting his left leg 

over the rails, the four wheels on one side of the first two wagons passing over it. The pitheadman A. Paterson was 

standing about 30 yards away and saw what happened, proceeding to turn the horse in the opposite direction, 

stopping the wagons and pulling over the horse. Mr. Paterson speculated that the deceased had gone under the 

chain in an attempt to get to the reins of the horse and nothing was found wrong with the rails. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-623 

29th March/31st March 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Jacob 

Armour (see NEIMME-JBA-5-620/621 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Peter 

McNaughton (see NEIMME-JBA-5-622 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, dated 31st March, enclosing a report on the 

accident to Alexander Hunter by Mr. McLaren with his own additional remarks, adding that he believes a 

prosecution is necessary in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-624 

31st March 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the British Linen Company Bank asking for an enclosed order for £58, 15 shillings and 2 

pence to be credited to his account. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking for him to take the districts he has given him, and adding that he 

has no objection to him taking six weeks holiday providing he is back by the end of June. He advises him to get in 

touch with the Home Office as soon as possible (to confirm this?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-625 



31st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, confirming that he has found there are three colliery accident funds in his area in 

connection with the enquiry by the M.P. J. Wilson- the Hartley Colliery Surplus Fund, The Udston Colliery Surplus 

Fund and the Mauricewood Pit Disaster Fund (see NEIMME-JBA-5-616, 3rd letter etc.) He adds that he has found the 

necessary information on the latter fund and has been promised that the other two will also send information. He 

promises to send the information on when he has it from all three funds. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-626 

31st March 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Devon Coal company on the subject of Athole coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-627 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-628 

8th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming the appointments of James Dunn as the undermanager of 

the no.13 pit and William Hamilton as the undermanager of the no.15 pit at Niddrie colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, confirming that James Ormiston has 

accepted the post of examiner and suggesting that the words used may be taken from the the Home Office Circular 

of 1888. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-629 

8th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow giving him figures for coal outputs for the previous year from the Fife Coal 

company and a Lanarkshire firm (sic), adding that he gave the figures from the same two firms the year before. He 

also notes that there was another firm in the L (Lanarkshire?) and W. districts that put out over 900,000(?), while 

Bairds is the company he considers 'overtops' everybody. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son confirming that the company has begun sinking a new pit at 

Rosebank colliery to be known as their no.5 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-630 



8th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company on the subject of Muirbeath coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-631 

10th April 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application of Callender collieries for exemption from 

the use of gunpowder in cartridges since the pits are free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, professing his opinion that Charles and 

Cornelius Hunter should be charged for breaching Section 49, General Rule 4 (i) of the Coal Mines act, while adding 

that there would seem to be insufficient evidence to do the same against the fireman Mr. Hotchkins. 

The third from J. B. Atkinson to J.H. Gardner, miner's secretary, promising to look further into the tare of hutches at 

Bog colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-632 

11th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrow enclosing a paper on the Mining Fields of Scotland and asking for two 

proofs soon. While adding that a map may have been useful for his purposes, Mr. Atkinson admits that the amount 

of good maps available and a lack of time on his part renders this unnecessary, although it could have been altered 

and put in. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John 

McGregor by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-633 

10th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him that Mr. McLaren has been advised to spend some time in America for 

medical grounds. He adds that he will return in around five weeks time and will resume his duties (see NEIMME-JBA-

5-624, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-634 

10th April/12th April 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J(ohn) B(oland) Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Provost Griffiths, firebrick manufacturer, 

answering (unseen) questions (for insurance reasons?), remarking that he goes underground in mines and shoots, 

fishes, plays golf and tennis. He adds that he has looked into one or two insurance schemes, but has refused to pay 

the premiums while being insured by Scottish Widows for £2,000 at an ordinary rate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Hamilton noting his grievances regarding the check-weighman's position at 

Bellfield colliery and advising he will be visiting the colliery in two days' time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-635 

11th April 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Armadale mine owned by the Armadale Coal company in which the Bell coal and 

Havie coal workings were discontinued on the 17th December 1892 due to bad trade and a scarcity of railway trucks. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-636 

13th April/14th April 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore promising to send a Mr. Mungall a copy of his report and to send Mr. Moore 

a copy of his summaries. Mr. Atkinson also notes that a circular was sent out by all the Inspectors on the subject of 

fires in mines with a fire following directly after. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 14th April, enclosing a 

report on the accident to Andrew Greig by Mr. Johnstone. Mr. Atkinson notes that the oversman was to blame for 

the accident because there was no signal wire on the brae, but for reasons outlined in the report, he does not feel a 

prosecution is advisable. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Young of the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, dated 14th April, 

apologising in advance for not being able to attend the meeting of Assessors and Examiners that day in connection 

with the College. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-637 

14th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton Colliery company confirming receipt of a letter concerning (their plan?) 

to work the main coal at their no.1 pit with a single shaft. Mr. Atkinson advises that they apply direct to the 

Secretary of State at once. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Dunn of Camelon colliery confirming the appointment of John Fisher as the 

undermanager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-638 



14th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Lynch by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Morton of Fordell colliery confirming that the colliery have begun working the 

Mynheer Seam in their no.4 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-639 

14th April 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Mr. Armstrong of Peutland Mines promising to visit 

Jameson(?) the next Monday to enquire into (the death/injury to?) Matthew Judge. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery agreeing in principle to the plan he proposes to 

put into action during the proposed 2 or 3 weeks holiday of the undermanager of Brownlee, Robert Watt. He adds 

that the plan is not quite regular, and advises that Mr. Armstrong visits the colliery as often as possible during his 

absence. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Taylor asking him to advance answers to his queries about the Hartley 

Colliery Surplus Fund as soon as possible. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-625 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-640 

15th April 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Muir of Kingseat colliery advising him that the death of Abraham Moffett leads him 

to believe that widening the road or giving specialist instructions to drivers should be their courses of action if they 

plan to continue to run hutches on the road where the accident happened. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report and 

enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the accident to John Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

accident to Richard Learmouth, adding that he agrees with Mr. Johnstone that in this case the fireman Andrew 

Beattie should be charged with an offence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-641 

15th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, arguing that he has found grounds that the checkweighman Alexander Hamilton of 

Bellfield Colliery has been interfered with and prevented from performing his duties by the manager of the colliery 



after visiting the same colliery. The manager did not follow the the proper course of action to bring about his 

removal as stated in Section 13(4) of the Coal Mines act, and Mr. Atkinson expresses his disapproval of his actions in 

dismissing all the workmen and only reengaging them if they agreed to dispense with the checkweigher, a method 

that had previously been used in the Merryton Colliery case of 1890. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that miners 

should have a free choice of selection of a checkweigher, and asks permission from Mr. Asquith to begin proceedings 

against the colliery's owners, who he believes were well aware of the managers' intentions and actions, and the 

manager himself under Section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act. He promises only to go ahead with prosecutions if he 

believes there is a fair chance of success. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-642 

15th April 1863 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-641 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Abraham Moffatt. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-643 below) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-643 

15th April 1863 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-642 above) on the death of 

Abraham Moffatt. The 59 year old roadsman was killed when he was crushed by 5 loaded hutches on a road near the 

end of the engine wad in the Coal Splint seam of the no.2 pit at Kingseat colliery owned by the Wallace Brothers on 

the 8th April 1893 at about 6:15a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded 

that the accident, although blameless, could have been avoided if refuge holes had been added to the road on which 

the hutches ran and adds that he has advised the manager to do this. Mr. Atkinson adds that there was no need for 

them by law, since the track concerned was on a  short confined road which ran between the horse road at the 

working faces and the engine road and was only about 40 or 50 yards long, inclining from the horse road to the 

engine road. The lack of suibbles(?) was also partly to blame according to Mr. Atkinson, as a rake of 24 hutches was 

allowed to go without them. The driver of the hutches Matthew Clark had attempted to alert the deceased that the 

hutches were moving towards him and for him to move clear but when he did not respond, he was unable to stop 

the hutches and the first hutch went over him. Mr. Moffatt was said to be infirm and hard of hearing which could 

have led to his lack of response to the warning. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-644 

15th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-643 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Sir Godfrey Lushington at the Home Office asking for his permission to attend 

experiments carried out by the North of England Mining Institute on coal dust using an experimental apparatus 



erected by a Flameless Explosives Committee. Mr. Atkinson believes that the experiments will doubtless be useful 

for the Royal Commission and would like leave of absence to attend 3 or 4 of them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-645 

15th April/18th April 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T.L. Galloway asking for his permission to include his colliery in a table showing the 

production of minerals divided by counties and geological formations in the mining fields of Scotland for a paper he 

is planning. He argues that Mr. Ronaldson originally placed his colliery in the Dumfries area, but since it is the only 

colliery in Argyllshire he hopes to get his permission to use his figures for the year of 1892, and adds his belief that it 

contains carboniferous limestone coals. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 18th April, returning police information 

and enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to William Wilson. Mr. Atkinson adds that the rules 

contravened by the fireman pointed out in the report would be most profitably acted upon by charging him under 

General Rule 4(1) of the Coal Mines act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline,  dated 18th April, enclosing a 

report on the death of William Campbell by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-646 

18th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Moore asking him to fill in the enclosed enquiries so that he can conclude his 

investigations of emergency funds for coal mines in his area and send them on to the Home Office, as he has the 

information for the Udston and Mauricewood funds. He adds that Mr. Taylor's enclosed letter explains why he has 

applied to him for the information. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-639, 3rd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-647 

18th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, remarking on his belief that the case of the death of James Lynch (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

638, 1st letter), which a Mr. Alp(?)head Morton is proposing to raise a question on in the House of Commons, was 

caused by the deceased showing negligence in entering an empty boiler without following the necessary safety 

precautions. He encloses evidence by Mr. Johnstone on the subject, and suggests that the deceased may have 

arrived for work on the day still suffering from intoxication from the night before. He adds that no fault was found 

with the boilers or their fittings. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-648 

18th April 1893 



Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-647 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Dundonald Coal company asking if the death of 

William Campbell was due to the injuries he sustained in his accident (see NEIMME-JBA-5-645, 3rd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-649 

19th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to attend meetings and experiments at Hebburn colliery 

concerning behaviour of coal dust in connection with explosives (an area in which he is particularly interested) 

carried out by the Flameless Explosives Committee of the North of England Mining Institute of which he is a member. 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-644, 2nd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-650 

19th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley confirming that he has permission to attend the Explosive Experiments at 

Hebburn (see NEIMME-JBA-5-649 above) and is ready to assist with them. He also asks when the coal dust 

experiments will take place, due to his especial interest in the area. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell of Garrelwood colliery confirming that he has received notice of their 

plan to open Garrelwood colliery as required by Section 36 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-651 

20th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing the information he was requested about the Colliery Relief Funds in his area- 

The Hartley Surplus Relief Fund ,the Udston Colliery Accident Fund and the Mauricewood Pit Disaster Relief Fund. 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-646 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-652 

20th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Houston to Neltherton Lime Works acknowledging his letter concerning a fatal 

accident in the mine and confirming a visit to the mine the next day to make enquiries. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company confirming the abandonment of their Alleyn mine on the 

6th April 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-653 

21st April 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-654, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

Matthew Judge. The 26 year old drawer was crushed by loaded hutches  at the no.13 East platform of the sinking 

dook of the no.8 mine at Straiton, the property of the Clippens Oil company on the 13th April 1893 at about 9 p.m. 

causing death in a few minutes. After visiting the site of the incident four days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the 

accident could have been caused by some defect in the chain or road hutch causing the hutches to leave the rails. 

While drawing a chain hutch down the dook, Thomas Crawford, the chain runner and the only authorised signal 

giver, the hutch went off the rails. He signalled the engineman to stop which was done. The chain hutch got onto the 

road and he signalled it down to the no.13 bench, but instead of going down with it, he stopped to put the road right 

and when the deceased attached two loaded hutches to it and signalled the engineman to draw away, the hutches 

left the rails and crushed him against a tree, which was pushed out and caused part of the roof to collapse. Mr. 

Crawford and the fireman Samuel Woods arrived quickly and pulled Mr. Judge clear. The deceased did not appear 

injured by the roof fall, and was probably crushed before it took place. Mr. Woods stated he had been at the site of 

the incident a few minutes before and noted nothing wrong with the road while Mr. Crawford stated he did not ask 

the deceased to signal to the engineman. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-654 

21st April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-653. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of 

Matthew Judge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-655 

21st April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, returning a copy of the Mineral Statistics for 1892 which he has corrected. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-656 

20th April/ 21st April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe replying to his response to a circular regarding the use of mineral oils 

underground and miners becoming acquainted with the return air ways.  He promises that in future such circulars 



will be sent to him direct. Mr. Atkinson states that in his opinion the precautions he takes for the use of mineral oil in 

lamps is adequate and professes that the best way he can think of for the miners to become acquainted with the 

return air ways is for them to appoint two of their number to inspect the whole of the mine as they are entitled to 

do under General Rule 38 of the Coal Mines act. He adds that he appreciates that the miners are often reluctant to 

move in such matters. Mr. Atkinson adds that the return air roads should be regularly travelled by some official and 

reported on in writing and the miners should have the option of doing so.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Mungall, dated 21st April 1893, thanking him for the interesting section of 

Hallside pit he has received. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-657 

21st April/23rd April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, asking him for his opinion on whether the death 

of William Campbell was due to an accident or natural causes after receiving information from the Dundonald Coal 

company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Sir Archibald Geikie, the director general of Geological Power, dated 23rd April, 

asking for his permission to quote from a letter to appear in a paper on the Mining Fields of Scotland which refers to 

the fact that palaeontology is not yet an entirely reliable guide in fixing stratographical horizons in Scotland but that 

more close and detailed work may yet allow the use of fossils with more certitude. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-658 

22nd April 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-659, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Robert Lees. The 26 year old miner was instantly killed by a fall of limestone from the side of his workplace 

in the Netherton Limestone mine owned by James Houston on the 19th April 1893 at about 8a.m. After visiting the 

site of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that nobody could be blamed for the accident.  The mine 

still acted under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act of 1872 which did not specify that working places or 

timbering must be examined by an official and presumed that the miners themselves would examine and timber 

their places and keep themselves safe. The deceased and 21 year old John Young began working in the area at 7:20 

a.m on the morning of the accident. They worked in the top limestone and were paid per ton for the limestone they 

took out. Mr. Young professed that he thought the area safe before they began working. As the deceased was 

working at a portion of limestone, Mr. Young working to the side of him felt the stone give way and sprang back and 

clear crying out a warning to his workmate who unfortunately was crushed under the fall of stone. Loose timber was 

available to use to shore up the limestone, but Mr. Atkinson adds his belief that neither thought it necessary and did 

not consider falling stone as a danger, as they planned to use a shot to bring the stone down after working it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-659 

22nd April/23rd April 1893 

Three letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-658. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of 

Robert Lees. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman, dated 23rd April, enclosing a corrected proof on the Mining Fields 

of Scotland and asking for the 2nd proof of the paper by the next Wednesday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-660 

24th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and Company at Garrelwood colliery confirming receipt of a letter and two 

copies of the proposed Special Rules for the colliery, promising to return one as soon as possible. Since the company 

have sunk below the seam and prved the minerals, Mr. Atkinson advises that two outlets are needed. He advises the 

company that if they wish to use only one shaft for their ventilation, they should apply immediately to the Secretary 

of State under Section 18 (ii) (a) or Section 18 (iii) (a) of the act for exemption, which would then be forwarded to 

Mr. Atkinson to report upon.  He promises to visit the colliery in the near future and promises to give him prior 

notice of his visit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-661 

24th April/25th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and Company on the subject of Garrelwood coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson, dated 25th April, asking him to look over an enclosed proof and 

provide any necessary corrections or point out obvious omissions as regards his own district. He also points out that 

he has permission to include the Argyllshire colliery separately from Mr. Galloway. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-645) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-662 

24th/25th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the no.1 

pit at Loan Farm colliery owned by the Hamilton colliery company under Section 18(ii) (a) of the act since there is 

only 4 or 5 acres of coal to be worked at the pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Limited, dated 25th April, confirming that the company now owns the 

Bathville and Westrigg collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-663 

24th April 1893 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Brownrigg Coal company confirming that the company has ceased to work the coal 

in their leasehold of Brownrigg and Shieldhill and enclosing a statutory return to the outfit and so on. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-663A 

26th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Manager and Secretary of the Law Accident (?) Society , rejecting the directors of 

the Society  proposition agreeing that half compensation  in assurance against accidents can only be paid if an 

accident occurs while in or descending into a mine as he deems it unreasonable. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his opinion that the problem regarding the Tare of 

Hutches at Bog colliery should not be a matter for government. He adds that he has heard from the manager that 

the miners have agreed to a system whereby the amount of stones found in the coal in  will be deducted from their 

money equal to the difference between the actual tare and the assumed tare, a power that the manager can use 

under Section 12 (i) of the Coal Mines act if the miners agree to the amount. Mr. Atkinson adds that he has advised 

the checkweigher if the miners have not agreed to this, they can sue the management for the difference. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-664 

Blank page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-665/666/667 

27th April 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-668,2nd letter) on the death of David 

Smith and injury to Daniel McCartney. The miner and fireman respectively, both aged 46, were injured by a runaway 

rake of hutches on the engine haulage road of the Ell coal seam in the no.2 pit at Backwater, Clyde colliery owned by 

Wilsons and Clyde Coal company on the 24th April 1893 at about 9:30 a.m.  Mr. Smith died the same day from his 

injuries. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that, despite the accident, the 

provisions of he Coal Mines act were complied with. The incident occurred because the engineman John Merry 

allowed the rake to run out of his control. According to Mr. Merry, the problem was caused by the addition of five 

empty hutches to what he believed were 10 hutches loaded with stones which were brought to the pit bottom from 

another part of the mine. John Allan, a bottomer, told him about the latter but not the former. Mr. Merry stated that 

he knew that the brake used would not be sufficient to control the speed of the 10 loaded hutches and he would 

need to fix the main rope drum, used to haul the loaded hutches from the inner end of the mine road to the shaft. 

As he took the rake to the return sheave of the tail rope, he let it get too far and lost control, meaning he could not 

allow the tail rope to be disconnected or to fix the main rope drum to the shaft. His attempt at the latter was 

followed by trying to apply the brake to the main rope drum but the speed was too great for this to have much 

effect. The rope had broke in the meantime, and the rake got off the way near a junction coming to a standstill, but 

sending the hutches in all directions and breaking up several of them. The haulage man Archbold Stevenson had got 

off the rake near the return sheave and witnessed the rake running 'amain' but remained safe, following it to the 

junction where it stopped. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that the deceased and the injured Mr. McCartney heard 

the rake coming at an unusual speed as they walked between two roads but could not work out in which direction it 



was coming so continued on before they were injured by the speeding hutches. Mr. Atkinson noted that refuge 

holes were available within 6 or 8 yards of where the deceased was found. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-668 

27th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-665/666/667. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of David 

Smith and the injury to Daniel McCartney (see NEIMME-JBA-5-665 etc. above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-669 

27th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to include a paper on the Mining Fields of Scotland in the 

Transactions of the Mining Institute of Scotland, enclosing a proof copy of the proposed paper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-670 

28th April 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Marshall, a miner, promising to enquire into certain practices at Mosshead 

colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow of the Fife Coal company confirming that the company has begun 

sinking a new pit at Kelty to be called the Aitken pit and to be managed by John Beveridge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-671 

28th April 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Secretary of State confirming the receipt of a letter 

from him concerning the request to be supplied with foolscape size expense sheets, and adding that his brother 

W.H. Atkinson will use the small size version if it is supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-672 

2nd May 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and 

enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to Wilson McLean. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson confirming the appointment of Robert Peggie as assistant 

manager (or undermanager, Mr. Atkinson presumes) of  their Westcraig colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-673 

2nd May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton Colliery company concerning Loan Farm, Skellyton and Highlees coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton Colliery company confirming receipt of two copies of their proposed 

Special Rules and promising to return one in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-674 

2nd May/4th May 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Brownlie of Lassodie collieries,etc. telling him of a proposed visit to the Lassodie 

colliery concerning the exemption applied for on the next Thursday. He also asks for a preferred route and that Mr. 

Brownlie arranges somewhere to meet. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

death of Thomas Martin, despite not knowing for sure that the death occurred in the procurator's district. If it is not, 

Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Wilson to forward it (to the right district) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to F.B. (Fred) Atkinson, dated 4th May, telling him that he has written to Mr. Wardell 

and argued very strongly that 'Fred' is suitable for the Indian appointment, but that he does not think it proper to 

write similarly to the Home Secretary or G. Lushington, since they will probably leave the decision in Mr. Wardell's 

hands. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-675 

4th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.N. Wardell appealing to him on his brother Fred's behalf for an appointment as an 

Inspector in India (see NEIMME-JBA-5-674 above).  He notes that 'Fred' is a very steady and able candidate, who 

despite an excellent training and experience in managing collieries in Durham, Cumberland, Lancashire and Stafford, 

has not got on as well as he deserves. Mr.Atkinson also asks if there is any other way he can help his brothers' 

candidacy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the 

No.11 pit at Lassodie collieries under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing that no more than 20 persons 



are employed underground at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilating or any other purpose, the 

2nd shaft is completed as soon as possible and that the exemption ends on the 31st October 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-676 

6th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to make suggestions concerning public enquiries into fatal 

accidents concerning mining to add to a more general proposed Bill concerning accidents in industrial occupations, 

citing his 15 years of experience of the English system of coroners' inquests and 4 years of experience of the Scottish 

method of enquiry into fatal mining accidents. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-677 

7th May/8th May 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Morningside Coal company concerning the death of 

Andrew Kyle (see NEIMME-JBA-5-681 below) and arranging a visit to discuss the incident at Morningside the next 

day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ross, dated 8th May,  proposing a visit to the North later in the month and 

asking if he can fish salmon at the Helendale during his stay. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application from exemption from 2 shafts at the no. 

1 pit at Blackston colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people are 

employed underground at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the 

inspection of the shaft necessary under General Rule 5 is completed daily instead of weekly, the 2nd shaft is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption terminates on the 30th November 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-678 

8th May 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Larbrax no.1 pit owned by the Caledonian Oil company in which the Fells Shale 

was abandoned on the 28th November 1892 due to exhaustion with dipshale being continued to be worked in the 

no.2 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-679 

8th May 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Muiravonside no.4 pit owned by James Nimmo and sons in which the Splint Coals, 

the Mid coal and the Cosrod(?) coal were discontinued on the 11th December 1892 due to exhaustion and their 

unremunerative state. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-680 

9th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown, secretary of the Federated Institute, suggesting that his proposal for a 

meeting of the Institute in September is acceptable and that a council meeting at the end of the month (May) will 

bring the matter forward. He also encloses a postcard by Mr. Barrowman on the subject. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie promising to investigate the points he brings up regarding Struther 

colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-681 

9th May 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-682, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Andrew Kyle. The 34 year old collier was instantly killed by a fall of roof stone in the working place of the 

mine section of the Drumgray Coal seam of the no.1 pit at Allanton colliery owned by the Morningside Coal company 

on the 5th May 1893 at about 3.30 p.m. After visiting the scenre of the incident three days later, Mr. Atkinson 

concluded that no-one could be blamed for the accident, although he did suggest that the deceased should have 

informed the fireman of his intention to draw firewood from the lift as was the custom of the colliery. The fireman 

did add that the deceased was a competent person for the task. At the time of the accident, the deceased was 

stooping with his brother-in-law William Barr and the drawer Felix Dymond working with him, the latter employed 

by the other two. After finishing a lift, drawing out the timber and making a pillar of about 3 foot square to protect 

the road, the fall took place in the lift and toppledc onto the pillar which collapsed on top of the deceased. A fall of 

this type would have been expected, but the suddenness of the incident seems to have been the deceased's 

downfall. The Coal Mines act seems to have been followed in regards to the examinations of the working area, 

although Mr. Atkinson adds that it might have been advisable for a row had been set up behind the pillar to ensure 

against danger of collapse. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-682 

9th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-681. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of 

Andrew Kyle (see NEIMME-JBA-5-681 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-683 

11th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the Struther Coal being worked from the Lower Drumgray 

Coal seam in he no.3 pit at Struther colliery from below the filtering press of the Lark( ) water Works and mentioning 

the number of people employed in the pit. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-684 

11th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman returning the proof of a paper and asking for the following 

additions/corrections- the insertion of the number of miles per inch on the geological map ten lines from the top of 

the first galley, proof of the diagram of geological formations, a viewing of the map and Mr. Bairn's remarks on the 

proofs of discussion which Mr. Atkinson has returned to Mr. Barrowman. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Brown confirming that Mr. Ronaldson has forwarded to him two letters 

giving  notice that a pit is about to be sunk at Carewairs(?) which will be under the managership of Alex Ferguson. 

Mr. Atkinson also encloses an abstract of the Coal Mines act and official forms, as well as other things left 

undisclosed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-685 

12th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.Telfer thanking him for a journal of Shotts at Douglas Park and a supposed limestone 

specimen from Parkhead. Mr. Atkinson adds that he received a similar specimen from the new pit at Garnock, but 

doubts whether either is limestone. Mr. Atkinson promises to further test the former to make sure. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Deans and Moore confirming that the company are about to deepen the shaft at 

Wallyford colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-686/687 

16th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Major MacKenzie of Maryhill barracks expressing his 

opinion that the offer from Wilsons and Clyde Coal company made by Walt Hayes and company on behalf of Donald 

Beith to work coal found under Hamilton barracks at 8(d) per ton is a reasonable one, despite adding that he does 

not feel himself quite fitted to advise in such a matter. He also remarks that he is not unfavourable to the 

companies' proposal to work one third of the coal from the Ell, Main and Splint seams found under the barracks. Mr. 

Atkinson adds that Mr. McCreath has estimated that the amount of workable coal could be worth £3,200. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-688 

15th May 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the no.11 pit at Kinshaw owned by the Shotts Iron company in which the main 

limestone was discontinued after proving unremunerative on the 21st December 1892. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-689 

16th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company confirming that they have begun to reopen the Main Coal 

Seam in the no.4 pit at Bellsdyke colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-690 

Date unknown 

Part of a letter from J.B. Atkinson (to Major MacKenzie?-see NEIMME-JBA-5-686/687 above) in which he reiterates 

his viewpoint that he does not feel that he can competently advise about the 8(d) per ton offered as royalty (by the 

Wilsons and Clyde Coal company) for coal worked under the Hamilton barracks. He adds that coal in the Hamilton 

district is often let at a higher figure, and adds figures from that year's Report of the Royal Commission on Mining 

Royalties as to the highest and lowest being offered. He also adds his opinion that the coal under the barracks is of 

good quality and can be cheaply worked, despite the fact that the Wilsons and Clyde coal company have no 

competition in working it. He concludes that a royalty of a shilling per ton should be paid for the coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-691 

17th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming that the company has started a pit at 

Caudriehead to be sunk to the main coal at 40 fathoms to be run by the Caudrie and Redlow colliery management. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-692 

17th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman noting that he is going from home that night and will not return until 

Monday morning, and that if Mr. Barrowman wants to get the number (of the journal/paper?) out he can do so 

without sending him further proofs. Mr. Atkinson adds that it might be advisable to check the map and add a 

footnote if it is reduced in size, while checking with Mr. Geikie that he does not object to such a reduction under his 

copyright. If proofs were sent to him, Mr. Atkinson promises to return them on the Monday morning. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-693 

16th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. M. Mowat of Summerlee Iron Works remarking on the marks gained by the students 

Mr. Thorp and Mr. Russell in their mining exam at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College. Mr. Atkinson 

finds Mr. Thorp's results to be satisfactory, but questions whether Mr. Russell is qualified for the diploma since he is 

thought weak in several of his answers. Mr. Atkinson adds that he is aware that the latter has talken the exams 

twice, and that he does not wish to be too exacting in the case of (such) a young man. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-694 



17th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Rawyards colliery company confirming the replacement of Mr. Barr as the manager 

of the colliery by James Wilson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-695 

20th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to John Young, secretary of the Glasgow and West of 

Scotland Technical College, remarking that in his opinion, after reading the two exam papers of H.G. Thorpe and A. 

Russell, he can only recommend the former for the diploma, as he does not think that Mr. Russell's papers on mining 

sufficiently good for him to gain the distinction (see NEIMME-JBA-5-693) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Small of Olivia Cottage promising to look further into the matter of alleged 

defective ventilation at Shotts colliery and to pass on a copy of the Mineral Statistics when they arrive. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-696 

20th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Hamilton McCulloch and company confirming that John Campbell and John Thornton 

have been appointed undermanagers of the Home Farm colliery and Bog colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-697 

20th May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company of Elgin collieries etc. confirming that the company has 

commenced putting down a ley mine to be called the Lochend mine in the Shallowdrum seam near to the Berley pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the application from exemption from 2 shafts at 

Garrelwood colliery under Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines Act to expire on the 31st October 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-698 

20th May 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, giving his opinion on a proposed new bill to change the system of 

examining mine accidents (in Scotland?). Mr. Atkinson considers that the English system with which he is most 

familiar to have worked well and compares the proposed bill to it. In regards to coroner's inquests, he remarks that 

the bill does not consider the position of the Inspector of Mines unlike in England where it is carefully laid down in 

Section 48 parts 1 to 5 of the Coal Mines act. He considers that such consideration should be made in the bill and 

also for others such as the Inspectors of Factories and so on. In England, Mr. Atkinson considers that the evidence 

given by the Inspector of Mines is often invaluable, despite knowing that lawyers may disagree with their level of 



expertise. He also adds that if the bill becomes law, the practice of the Inspector reporting to Lord Advocate should 

be discontinued and all evidence kept in court records. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-699 

22nd January 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports by Mr. Johnstone 

on the deaths of William Fleming and James Skinner. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Grant confirming that the Hamilton Colliery company has bought Farnholm 

colliery from the Glasgow Iron company appointing Mr. Grant and Robert Walker as the manager and the 

undermanager of the colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-700 

23rd May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Dick of the Knownoblehill colliery pointing out a number of defects in the no.5 pit 

which Mr. Atkinson noted on his visit the day before- sluggish ventilation, no abstract of the Coal Mines act or 

Special Rules posted up, the Pitheadman being behind on writing up his reports, the fireman absenting himself 

violating Special Rule 107 and the working places not being examined/checked at the close of work. Mr. Atkinson 

reminds Mr. Dick that his irregular examination of the mine is a dereliction of his duty as the manager of the mine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Sharp of Shotts collieries informing him that he will visit Shotts' office the next 

day and proposes going down one of the pits after seeing the necessary plans. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-701 

23rd May/26th May 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery promising to look into the non-fatal accidents he 

has reported on a visit to the colliery the next day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown, secretary of the Federated Institution of Mining Engineers, dated 

26th May, stating that the proposal to hold a meeting of the Institution in Scotland has been approved  by the 

council and the second week of September proposed as a suitable date to meet in Glasgow. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,  dated 26th May, reporting on a letter to the Secretary of State 

against an unnamed owner and manager for the breach of section 13 (2) of the Coal Mines act which has not as yet 

received a reply. He goes on to express his belief that the manager in question has set aside the intention of the act 

by adopting a particular procedure and the law will have to be stressed in future to deter similar offences. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-702 

26th May 1893 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons at Shawsrigg confirming that James Prentice has been 

appointed manager of the Southfield pits. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of  poor ventilation in the (?)gate Coal company 

pits. Mr. Johnstone has found the complaint to be well founded in the no.3 pit. The pit is old, according to Mr. 

Atkinson but there is no fire-damp and no danger of an explosion. He also adds that a new pit being sunk and more 

attention being paid to the air ways will improve the situation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-703 

27th May/29th May 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Blyth of Bent colliery advising him of a visit to the colliery the following Monday to 

investigate the accidewnt to John Kelly. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison of Newbattle colliery, dated 29th May, advising him of a visit the next 

day arriving at Dalkeith Station to investigate the death to a sinker and asking for a conveyance to take him to the 

colliery. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-704 below) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to David Cowan, dated 29th May, stating that he has received a circular and letter on 

the practice he has begun and promises to put anything in his way if he has the opportunity to. He also encloses a 

copy of his last annual report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-704 

29th May/31st May 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir promising to give attention to his concerns about the ventilation of Sticlend 

mines. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 31st May 1893, remarking on the 

death of Alexander Gordon which he investigated while at Newbattle colliery the previous day and is preparing a 

report on. His preliminary findings included the fact that special work was being undertaken at the time of the 

incident which required the rider being placed on the rope about 30 fathoms above the kettle. The rider had either 

not been securely fixed or had caught something causing it to fall away as the deceased was ascending. Despite the 

course adopted perhaps not being the best, Mr. Atkinson can see no negligence in the part of anybody involved. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-703, 2nd letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-705 

31st May 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Eaglesham proposing to visit him at Saline colliery on the 2nd June and asking him to 

send a conveyance which he can drive to the pit from Dollar (station) as he does not know the hirers in that district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. and A.K. Johnston confirming that Mr. Barrowman has forwarded their letter 

and proof of a geological map for his paper. He proposes meeting them the next day in Edinburgh to discuss the 

matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-706/707/708 

1st June 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-709, 1st letter) on the death of 

Alexander Gordon (see also NEIMME-JBA-5-704, 2nd letter and NEIMME-JBA-5-703, 2nd letter) The 36 year old 

sinker, employed by the Lothian Coal company, was killed by the fall of a rider in the pit that was being sunk at 

Newbattle colliery on the 28th May 1893 at approximately 5 a.m. After visiting the pit two days later, Mr. Atkinson 

concludedthat no blame could be attached to anyone involved in the incident who all acted to the best of their 

judgment, although does suggest that the rider of the small kettle involved been secure at the surface rather than 

suspended in the shaft resting on a gland on the rope the accident may have been avoided. The small kettle, worked 

by a different engine than the two main kettles, used a rider secured in this fashion, described to Mr. Atkinson by 

John Johns, the master sinker, Peter Cain, the chargeman and James Miller the engineman. After the small kettle 

was set free at the time of the accident, the deceased got on to a saddle attached to a rope and ascended to go to 

the surface for the small kettle, with the rider still resting on a gland. He had a light on his hat and faced the nearest 

point of the shaft side being near enough to touch it with his feet or hands. Mr. Cain remarked that he had told the 

deceased if he thought he was being raised too fast to cry out and he would stop the ascent. After being raised 

about 30 fathoms, the deceased cried out. As Mr. Cain tried to stop the rope, the deceased cried out again, but Mr. 

Cain could not hear what he said. The rider then fell on to the walling scaffold where Mr. Cain and two other sinkers 

were and the deceased fell after onto a pumping scaffold below, where he was later found dead. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that the fall may have been caused by the rider catching a scaffold in the shaft at about the point where it 

gave way, since a mark was found on it later. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-709 

1st June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander 

Gordon (see NEIMME-JBA-5-706/707/708 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Stonehome Coal company confirming that the company has sold their pits at 

Shawsrigg colliery to William Hunter and company, coalmasters of Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-710 

1st June 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Southern of Harraton colliery promising to help Mr. Southern's son in his search 

for a suitable managers' position in Scotland. He advises that the places in Scotland are not as good as those in 

England, and that most positions can be found advertised in the Glasgow Herald, and that he will certainly bear him 

in mind. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling of Calderhead colliery confirming that the Gas Coal seam in their no. 4 pit 

has been abandoned and that he has received the notice of the accident to a Mr. Williamson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-711 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Hamilton, writer, informing him that he was not given notice of the accident 

that happened to Thomas Muir on the 14th January at Greystonelea colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James R. Manners,  editor of the Glasgow Daily Mail, confirming receipt of a letter 

forwarded to him by Mr. Ronaldson concerning the accident at the no.2 pit at Clode colliery. He confirms that he 

investigated the accident shortly after and that the investigation is still going on as to the so-called disgraceful state 

of the manholes there. He apologises, however, that he cannot go into details about the affair. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-712 

2nd June 1893 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Nesbitt of Scremerston colliery replying to his queries concerning mining limestone. 

He apologises that his enquiries have not brought up much definite information, and suggests that he goes to a 

limestone mine himself. He suggests a mine at Cupar near Fife and some mines near Edinburgh that might be 

suitable, and informs him that he has broached the subject of visiting such a mine with Mr. Gordon of the Clippens 

Oil company in a letter. He informs him of the cost he has been told of their company's raw stone and labour. He 

also informs him of another miner in Lanark who advised him that mining would coast about 6pence a ton more 

than quarrying and what he was paying his miners. He promises to let him know when Mr. Gordon replies, and 

encloses a copy of his last report which would allow him to arrive at the quantity of limestone worked per man in his 

district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Gordon of Peutland Mines asking for his permission to allow  a Mr. R. Nesbitt to 

visit Straiton limestone mine (see letter above) He asks that if there is no objection to let him know so a date can be 

arranged for the visit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-713 

2nd June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. McGee apologising for missing the train that morning and promising to visit 

Tillicoultry (?) on Monday morning when he would like to see him. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery confirming the appointment of Thomas Gourlay 

as the undermanager of Brownlee colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-714 

2nd June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Eaglesham explaining that the lateness of the train from Hyndland to Dollar he 

missed the latter train from Queen Street. He promises to visit the next Monday and asks again for a conveyance to 

be sent for him. He adds that he wired the agent at Dollar station as to the reason for his nonappearance (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-705, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Watson confirming that a trial pit has begun to be sunk on Shieldhill and that 

an unspecified thing has been posted to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-715 

3rd June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.B. Simpson of the Home Office informing him that he has filled in the papers sent 

concerning the Labour Gazette and that he had already sent some particulars to them on one of the Home Office 

forms already supplied. He adds that he thinks printed forms should be prepared as soon as possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn of Camelon colliery confirming that John Phillips has been appointed 

manager of  the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-716 

3rd June/5th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, confirming receipt of a letter and a 

confirmation from the owners (of the mine involved) about the accident to John Murdoch, and promising it will be 

thoroughly investigated with a report sent to Mr. Todrick if he deems it necessary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the Candie and Redford collieries exemption from using 

gunpowder in cartridges since the pits involved are free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-717 

5th June/6th June 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, coalmaster at Longriggend, confirming that they have stopped 

working the Johnstone and Virtuewell coal in the no.3 pit at Drumbridge(?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ritchie at Gartners colliery thanking him for the copy of the Journal of Gartners 

bore he has received from him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-718 

6th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Morison arranging a visit to Mr. Morison's home from Friday to Sunday, and 

including a proposed itinerary- arriving at Morningside Road Station equipped with clubs and carrying bags on the 

Friday afternoon, going on later to Portobello and Askbank (?). He explains that his wife will follow after a visit to 

Edinburgh. Mr. Atkinson promises to fall in with any alternative arrangements that Mr. Morison might prefer. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Caldwell remarking that he will visit Pumpherston colliery to enquire about a 

fatal accident the next morning and asking for a pony and trap to take him there from Uphall. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-719 

7th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell of Garrelwood colliery concerning Garrelwood coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-720 

7th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Jones of Roughrigg colliery confirming the colliery's intent to resume working the 

Carrod seam of their no. 11 pit, while also confirming receipt of notice of an accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-721 

8th June 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gavin of Udston colliery confirming receipt of a letter in which the colliery 

remarks that it has discontinued working the Pyotshaw Coal seam for the time being. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Ormiston Coal company confirming a visit to the Ormiston Station 

colliery the next day to hopefully discuss taring of the hutches with Mr. Clark. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown of the Mid and East Lothian Miners' Association promising to look further 

into Mr. Clark's apparent refusal to allow the checkweighman at the Ormiston Station colliery to tare the hutches 

(see letter above). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-722/723 

Report by Mr. Atkinson (for R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-724, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Hailen. The 40 year old roadsmen was fatally injured when a descending carriage crushed him in the no.1 mine 

at Pumpherston on the 6th June 1893 at approximately 12 noon. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-718, 3rd letter). After visiting 

the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no prosecutions should be brought against the 

company involved despite the breach of General Rule 14 of the Coal Mines act which requires sufficient manholes 

for places of refuge between every underground plane on which persons travel. Mr. Atkinson argued that since Mr. 

Caldwell, the manager of the mine, had assured him that the dook down which the deceased was descending when 

crushed by the carriage was, by general rule, not used by miners (who were encouraged to travel by carriage) the 

fault did not lie with the mine. As the deceased was descending the dook between its no.8 and no.9 benches William 

Stenhouse, who was in charge of the offending carriage, was waiting below at the no.11 bench with another miner, 

James Armstrong. They both heard a cry from above to stop the carriage but before they could do so Mr. Hailen was 

crushed and was later found by the side of the road a few feet below the no.9 bench. Mr. Atkinson argues that 

although the deceased might well have descended the dook to inspect it at intervals, he would still have been 

expected to take precautions against such an accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-724 

8th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wright of Union Bank Ltd. replying to an enquiry about an incident of subsidence 

near the no.5 pit at Boghead colliery forwarded to him by Mr. Ronaldson. The manager of the colliery's report on the 

matter is also acknowledged. Mr. Atkinson contends that, after the mine was abandoned by Walker and Cameron('s 

company) two or three years previously, he believes they erected a fence around the top of the pit as required by 

the Coal Mines act.  He adds that the subsidence must have carried away the fence, but that he cannot really advise 

as to how the problem might be solved.  In his opinion the owner of the minerals will be held liable to make the 

place secure, and a mining adviser should be asked for his advice if the mineral owner employs one. Mr. Atkinson 

promises that the place will be examined and he will add more information if he deems it important. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Hailen (see NEIMME-JBA-5-722/723 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-725 

8th June/9th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of James Skinner to be 

considered confidential, going against his usual practice and instructions. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman, dated 9th June 1893, enclosing a letter from Mr. Brown 

concerning the last meeting of the Federal Institute of Miners. Mr. Atkinson asks that the latter and himself be 

informed as to when the next meeting will take place so he can keep the date free and Mr. Brown can attend if he 

wishes. He also asks whether Mr. Barrowman is selling or knows where a copy can be obtained of the Coal Cleaning 

Committee's report and what the price may be so his brother can obtain one. He also adds that, after visiting A. and 

K. Johnstone's he should have received copie(s) of the geological map. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-726 

9th June/12th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown replying to his letter about the general meeting of the Federal Institute 

to be held in Glasgow in September. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he has forwarded his letter to the secretary and 

expects that a meeting will be held shortly where the points he mentions will be considered (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

725, 2nd letter).  The dates Mr. Brown mentions on the 5th,6th and 7th September are expected to be acceptable 

and the date of the next council meeting will be revealed shortly, according to Mr. Atkinson, and he advises Mr. 

Brown to attend. The only paper he can suggest that might be relevant to the meeting is one by J.M. Dixon on 

Stanley's Cutting Machine. Excursions that may be acceptable (at the Glasgow conference?) according to Mr. 

Atkinson include visits to collieries, oil works, oil shale mines and iron works; underground railways, subways and 

tunnels under the Clyde and a steamboat excursion down the same river. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir at the Miners Offices, dated 12th June, suggesting that a checkweighers 

dispute at Begg colliery might be best solved by the checkweigher taking the miner's (guess?) as the true weight and 

if this is denied the miners suing for the deficiency. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-727 

16th June 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Pittencrieff mine in Dunfermline owned by Pittencrieff collieries in which the 

Circessbie(?), Callordrum and eight feet coal were discontinued for being unremunerative on the 20th January 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-728 

13th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.C.M. Rattray of Cardenden colliery asking if the kettle that fell on a man and killed 

him has been removed from the sinking pit and advising that the windless should be raised to prevent the eye of the 

rope shook coming in contact with the barrel. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Alloa Coal company on the subject of the Holton no. 2 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-729 

13th June 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-730, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Inglis. The 17 year old dockfooter, employed by the Lothian Oil company, was killed by the fall of a crowntree 

down the Dalhousie travelling dook at the Engine pit at Newbattle colliery on the 9th June 1893 at approximately 

2p.m.  After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that nobody was to blame for the 

accident. The tree which dislodged from the side of the dook which the deceased was climbing at the time of the 



accident had not been thought to have been dangerous and the dook had been regularly inspected with nobody 

noticing any insecurity. Mr. Atkinson adds that the coal in which the crowntree was lodged at both ends must have 

given way, since the tree itself was found later to be unbroken and sound. The accident had been observed by 

several miners waiting for a descending carriage. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-730 

13th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-729 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Inglis (see NEIMME-JBA-5-729 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-731 

13th June 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-732, 2nd letter) on the death of 

George Rennie. The 53 year old miner, employed by Gavin Paul and sons, was killed by a fall of coal in the main coal 

seam of the no.2 pit at Mosside colliery on the 12th June 1893 at approximately 1 a.m. After visiting the scene of the 

incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that it had been accidental, although he questioned the deceased's 

judgement regarding the safety of the coal that fell away since he had a shot ready to blow it down when, in Mr. 

Atkinson's opinion, the coal must have looked likely to give way- there was a hutch at the back of the holing, the 

parting next to the roof was free and the dip of the face looked likely to result in coal falling. He had a hutch nearly 

filled  and was trying to fill it with some extra coal from a protruding nose when the coal collapsed. Although he was 

quickly released, the injuries caused his death a few hours later. John Young, the fireman, had stated that the place 

looked safe when he examined it at 5.30 the previous morning but the second inspection due to be carried out by 

William Marshall, the roadsman, had not taken place and the latter admitted that he did not always carry out the 

second inspection as required by General Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act. The manager of the pit explained that the 

deceased may have believed that the stone bands in the seam may have been tough enough to keep the coal up. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-732 

13th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-731. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

George Rennie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-731 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-733 

13th June/14th June 1893 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alexander Deas by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark admonishing him for not arranging for a tare of his hutches despite 

promising to do so in a meeting four days earlier. He also expresses disbelief that the miners deputation for the 

purpose were denied entry due to them not wearing their working clothes. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-721, 2nd and 3rd 

letters etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, dated 14th June,  saying that he believes Mr. Clark is acting foolishly (see 

letter above) but that a prosecution is not advisable as the Coal Mines act does not specify how often hutches are to 

be tared, only that the checkweigher should have every facility to check the tareing of tubs and trams 'where 

necessary'. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-734 

13th June/14th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Goodall brothers of Begg (?) colliery confirming that he has been informed that the 

company is breaching section 12(i) of the Coal Mines act by using an incorrect tare of the hutches. He suggests they 

inform him further of what they are planning to do to rectify the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John McGill, checkweigher, dated 14th June, informing him that he has received 

notice of his request as to the fairest way of rounding up the weighing of coal by the cwt from Mr. Ronaldson as the 

Swinbill colliery is not in the latter's district. He continues that the method described by Mr. McGill is often used and 

that the amount of dirt in the coal has to be taken into account by the miner when weighing. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-735 

14th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton Colliery company on the subject of Loan Farm, Skellyton and Highless coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-736 

15th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin enclosing a postal order towards a superannuation question. He also 

informs him that his friend, H. Aitken, wishes to see the best tin stamping plant in Cornwall and has forwarded him 

an introduction to a Mr. Stokes. Mr. Atkinson explains that he did this because Mr. Martin is not in the district and 

he hopes that he will encourage Mr. Stokes to cooperate with Mr. Aitken should he call. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken enclosing a letter to a Mr. Stokes (see letter above) that should allow him 

to see what he wants. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-737 

15th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.Rankine confirming that the Darngavil Coal company has taken over Birkrigg colliery 

and has appointed John Barr as its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-738 

15th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to E.E.V. Stokes advising him that Mr. Aitken, the bearer of the letter, wishes to be shown 

a good tin stamping plant and that he would be much obliged if Mr. Stokes could advise him where to go and 

provide the necessary introductions (see NEIMME-JBA-5-736, both letters). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton colliery company confirming that Robert Grant has been appointed 

manager of the Loan Farm and Skellyton collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-739 

17th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Goodall brothers at Begg colliery advising them to truly weigh the mineral using a 

correct tare in the case of their hutches (see NEIMME-JBA-5-734, 1st letter). Despite the fact that the Coal Mines act 

does not specify how often this weighing should take place, Mr. Atkinson advises the company to allow the men to 

advise him as to how often it should be weighed and also that the weighing should be adjusted should the weather 

alter, since the responsibility for correct weighing lies with the company itself. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir telling him that he has sent a letter to the Goodall brothers company 

advising them that their refusal to adjust the weighing of a tare to suit the weather as suggested by the men at Begg 

colliery is unreasonable and that they should agree also to the men as to the length of time between weighing (see 

letter above) He also asks Mr. Weir what the custom is in Fife as regards the length of time between such weighing. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-740 

17th June/18th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to attend a meeting on the 24th June in which Mr. Hall, the 

Inspector of Mines for the West Lancashire district plans to conduct experiments on coal dust (as he also plans to do 

on the two days previously). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall, dated 18th June, telling him that he plans to get to his experiments in coal 

dust on the 24th June (see letter above) and hopes that he will keep the examples from his district until that day. He 

adds that he hopes to travel down to Skelmersdale from Liverpool the night before. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-741 

17th June/21st June 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling advising him that laxity in signing reports by the pitheadman, the roadsman 

and the fireman is his responsibility since they have no certificated manager. He reports that the pitheadman has not 

signed since 22nd April, the roadsman has not signed at all breaching General Rule 5 and the fireman has only signed 

irregularly breaching General Rule 4. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.A. Luries(?), dated 21st June, advising him that the only table he knows of 

concerning the kinds of safety lamps in use in any district is found on page 19 of Mr. Robson's report for the South 

Wales district in 1890. He continues that he does not know the details for his district, but adds that more safety 

lamps are used in England than Scotland. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Wright, dated 21st June, advising him that Mr. Johnstone believes that the no.5 

pit at Boghead could suffer from severe subsidence in the event of wet weather and the nearby railway might also 

be affected. Mr. Atkinson adds that he agrees with Mr. Johnstone's suggestion that the shaft should be filled with 

ashes should sufficient precautions be taken. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-742 

21st June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Weir, the manager of Loganlea colliery, confirming that the Loganlea and Longford 

collieries are now owned by the Loganlea Coal company with William Dunlop as secretary and John McCulloch as its 

managing director. He also confirms that a new shaft has been started to be known as the no.1 pit at Foulshields 

colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-743 

22nd June/23rd June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small promising to look into his complaints about the ventilation at the 

Watsonfoot (?), Chapel and Crack pits. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Addie and Sons collieries at Rosehall colliery confirming the appointment of 

Alexander Robertson as the manager of their Beuhar colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-744/745 

24th June 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-746, 1st letter) on the death of Walter 

Hislop Currie. The 19 year old miner was killed by a fall of oil shale at the no.9 level in the no.1 mine at Pumpherston 

on the 21st June 1893 at about 3a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 



no-one was to blame, although he pointed out that had the deceased been working in coal or ironstone rather than 

oil shale he would have contravened the Coal Mines act since he had not been working for the requisite two years 

needed before being allowed to work alone. Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that inexperience was a contributing 

factor to the accident as the deceased had let off a shot ten minutes before 3 and he may have placed himself in 

danger by passing under the shaken shale. Miner John Reid heard the shot and the deceased going back to the face 

after it. Ten minutes later Reid ascended to the surface and found that Mr. Currie had not come out. When he and 

the chain runner Andrew Gibson went down to check, they found the deceased lying prostrate with a 5ft long piece 

of shale weighing about a ton lying on top of him. The two quickly released him but he was already dead. The 

fireman Henry Kennedy had checked the area of the accident at 4 p.m. the day before and found it safe. The 

deceased started work at about 6.30 p.m. and Kennedy checked again at about 9p.m. and still found nothing amiss. 

At the scene it was found that shot A had been fired and shot B was ready to fire, suggesting that the deceased was 

preparing to fire another shot when the incident took place. A lipe was found running through the seam which 

released the shale, and the shot, Mr. Atkinson presumes, shook the shale loose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-746 

24th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Walter 

Hislop Currie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-744/745 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison of Newbattle collieries confirming that Robert Simpson has been 

appointed manager of Newbattle collieries, including the sinking pit, Lingerwood and Bryans pits while David Meible 

and John Haysmith continue as undermanagers of the Lingerwood and Bryans pit respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-747 

24th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to George Cunningham of N.B. Railway company asking the company to reserve a 3rd class 

compartment, a through carriage and a through luggage van for ten persons to Largs on the 1st July at 9a.m. On 

previous occasions, Mr. Atkinson observes, he had taken the 1.20pm train at that time of the year, but since the 1st 

was a Saturday this year, he had decided on the earlier train. He concludes that the through carriage is more 

necessary than the luggage van. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-748 

25th June/26th June 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown providing travel information to Mr. Brown should he attend a forthcoming 

council meeting on the 29th June at Hamilton. Mr. Atkinson advises that he should attend, and provides a number of 

options for travel by train. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn of Camelon colliery, dated 26th June, advising him that Mr. Johnstone 

found 24 people working underground at the colliery when he visited on the 21st June, 4 more than was allowed by 



the Coal Mines act when working with a single outlet. Mr. Atkinson also reminds Mr. Dunn that the present 

exemption from 2 outlets expires on the 31st June and that no report has been made daily as required under 

General rule 5 of the Coal mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-749 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W. Henderson of Leavenrest Iron works confirming that 

Peter Mitchell and sons have abandoned their no.2 Limestone pit and returning the plan of the workings which 

should be sent directly to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-750 

26th June 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Albyn mine at Uphall owned by the Broxburn Oil company which discontinued 

working Broxburn Shale on the 6th April 1893 due to exhaustion of supply as far as remuneration was concerned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-751 

26th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission for assistant inspector Mr. Johnstone to take a leave not exceeding 

30 days at some point between July 15th and October 31st 1893, insisting that during his absence his work can be 

adequately shared between Mr. Atkinson himself and his other assistant inspector Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-752 

27th June 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F.B. (Fred) Atkinson providing him with a proposed circular to present to prospective 

employers, citing his commencement of practising as a surveyor, mining engineer and agent. He also cites his 20 year 

experience in the North of England, Lancashire and North Staffordshire in the coal fields surveying mines, reporting 

on and valuing collieries and mineral properties and his preparedness to undertake similar work. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-753 

Date unknown 

A plan signed by J.B. Atkinson citing June figures for East Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-754 

June 1893 



Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning Shieldhill, the no.11 pit at Roughrigg and the no.1 pit at Foulshields in East 

Scotland.  The first confirms a new mine for coal, the second that a coxroad seam has been reopened and the third 

another new mine respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-755 

June 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning the no.4 pit at Calderhead, the no.3 pit at Drumbowie, the no.2 pit at Holton 

(?) and the no.2 limestone pit at Leavenseat in East Scotland. The first concerns the Shotts gas coal seam, the second 

the Johnstone coal seam, the third the coal from the five feet and splint seams and the fourth the coal from the 

lower five feet and splint seams and the limestone respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-756 

June 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-757 

1st July/2nd July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Grant of Greengairs colliery confirming that the colliery is continuing under 

'your own name' (Duncan Grant?) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to H. Johnstone, dated 2nd July, asking him to order a supply of 

stationery and add a sample of copying paper to it, asking him to revise a perceived error in his report on a 

Blackridge accident and confirming that he and his family have safely arrived in Largs. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-747) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-758 

3rd July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.W. Carter, the liquidator at Prestongrange Coal (etc.) company confirming receipt of 

notice that F.R. Luke has been appointed as agent of the Prestongrange collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hunter and company confirming that they have begun sinking the no.2 pit 

at Shawrigg colliery to the main coal seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-759 

2nd July/3rd July 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to W. Brown, secretary of the Federated Institution of Mining 

Engineers, suggesting that it was inconvenient that Mr. Brown could not attend the Federation meeting held on the 

30th June since it had been specially summoned to consider a question in conjunction with him. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that Mr. Brown contact Mr. Barrowman to arrange details of their plans, as certain suggestions had been 

considered at the meeting which he would be able to inform him of in time for the proposed meeting of the Institute 

in August in Edinburgh and he himself will be in Largs for the whole of the next two months. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, dated 3rd July, confirming that he will visit Begg colliery on the next 

Wednesday or Thursday to make enquiry into a weighing dispute. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-739, both letters). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-760 

3rd July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Goodall brothers at Begg colliery informing them that he will be visiting the colliery 

regarding a weighing dispute on Wednesday the 5th July at about 10a.m. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-759, 2nd letter above 

etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, thanking him for granting a leave of absence but pointing out that the leave requested 

was for Mr. Johnstone, his assistant, and not himself. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-751). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-761 

3rd July 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company confirming that the company have abandoned their no.3 pit and 

returning (?) which Mr. Atkinson suggests should be sent immediately to the Secretary of State. He also promises 

that the form for their annual return will also be sent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-762 

5th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Dunn confirming receipt of a letter concerning the Communication Drift at Camelon 

colliery and suggesting that he apply to the Secretary of State for an extension of time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Whitehead of Moss Hall collieries advising him on his plans for the Glencraig 

estate and the question of the presence of Whinstone. Mr. Atkinson suggests that he cannot guess on how much the 

Whinstone present will affect the minerals and that the accuracy of his no.5 bore is questionable as it appears to 

consist only of Whinstone and coal. He continues that Whinstone is unpredictable- many collieries in Scotland 

working coal containing Whinstone, Kimmel for example being able to work through it to reach good quality coal 

below. The worst kind of Whinstone in Mr. Atkinson's opinion is the intrusive kind while the second class, the 

interbedded, sometimes hardly affects the working of seams at all. Bearing this in mind, Mr. Atkinson believes that 



part of the Estate will contain good quality coal but in what proportion to the whole he professes ignorance. He 

concludes that the surrounding area is rich in coal seams of fair quality. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-763 

8th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R. McLaren advising that he has written to Westcraig and Bog 

collieries concerning manholes,but does not think that a prosecution would be advisable against either since there 

are cases involving rope haulage roads where such manholes might not ever be used, despite the act providing for 

them being made and needing, in theory, to be there. He promises to listen to the pits advice before deciding on a 

course of action. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to H. Rowan of the Hill of Beath colliery thanking him for specimens 

of sandstone and Whinstone which he has sent to Glasgow to examine when he returns from Largs. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-764 

8th July 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. Walker, manager of Bog colliery, advising him that his Assistant 

Mr. McLaren noticed on his recent secret visit to the colliery that the manholes required for their Splint coal endless 

rope haulage road had still not been provided despite the defect being pointed out previously. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. 

Walker what he intends to do about this. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-763, 1st letter) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the British Linen Bank enclosing a money order for £40, a shilling and a penny to be 

placed into his account. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Andy Anderson of Westcraigs colliery informing him that despite being informed that 

the manholes needed under the Coal Mines act were not present on the endless rope haulage road of their Eastfield 

section in the colliery on the 10th May by Mr. McLaren, a secret visit by Mr. McLaren on the 3rd June has revealed 

that nothing has been done to rectify the problem. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Anderson what he intends to do about 

this. (see 1st letter above,etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-765 

8th July 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to M. W. Brown advising him of subjects and possible people to give 

papers for Federal Institute meetings. His list includes: A Mr. Dunnachie to give a paper on the Glenboig Brick Works, 

of which Mr. Atkinson thinks he is the managing director, perhaps with his nephew to help; James Prentice of the 

Staurigg colliery amongst others to give a paper on the burning effects of injected Whinstone on coal seams; H. 

Aitken to give a paper on the preservation of mining timber or the Hilderstone Silver mine; Mr. Wallace the chemist 

to give a paper on (?); Professor Foster Keddle to give a paper on the metalliferous or vein mines of Scotland; James 

Ormiston to give a paper on coal cutting by machinery at Gartness colliery; R.L. Galloway to give a paper on the 



archaeology of the Scottish coal trade; J.W. Kirkby to give a paper on a section of carboniferous measures in East 

Fife, since he has already prepared a 'splendid' section which has yet to be published; Either A.Gordon of Pentland 

Oil Works or R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works or Mr. Morison at Newbattle colliery to give a paper on Limestone 

mining; F. Coulson to give a paper on the sinking of a shift by rock drills, since he is in the process of doing just that at 

Kinneil and might provide information as to the comparative advantages of round and oblong shafts and finally that 

his predecessor R. Moore may also be prevailed upon for a paper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-766 

11th July 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Leggate and sons confirming that they have begun to open out a colliery at Thornlie 

farm near Wishaw Railway station. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-767 

12th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir advising him that an agreement was made at the colliery on his last visit 

that a taring of the hutches would take place as if this was not carried out the correct weight of the coal cannot be 

ascertained. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James A. Hood confirming that Allan Armstrong has been appointed the manager 

of Whitehill colliery in place of Mr. Hood and that the present undermanager William McKenzie would be leaving his 

post. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-768 

12th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. Laurie(?) of Balgowie colliery informing him that he will be 

visiting the colliery on Friday the 14th July to visit the pit (in question) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons of Staurigg colliery etc. confirming receipt of their plans and 

noting their inability to provide a section of the strata they have sunk through. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-769 

13th July 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to John Young apologising for the lateness of signing and posting of his 

diploma due to his being at his Summer quarters. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark enclosing a report on the death of 

Robert Smith by Mr. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William Syen 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-770 

15th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, on Home Office service, to the Undersecretary of State, 

confirming that papers relating to the Fatal Accidents in Scotland bill have been posted that day and that Mr. 

Atkinson believes that it is imperative that notice of the time and place of the enquiry should be posted to the 

Inspector when mining accidents occur. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing Camelon colliery an extension of their exemption from 2 

shafts under the same rules as before with a new expiry date of the 31st October 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-771 

16th July/17th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, professing his opinion that the time and place of an enquiry should 

be posted to the Inspector of Mines in the case of a mining accident and that clause 5(3) should be amended if the 

inspectors assisting such inspectors are not included in the wording 'inspectors of mines for this district'. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to H. Hall, dated 17th July, providing him with information on a 

number of mining accidents- an extensive explosion in the splint coal seam at Udston colliery in 1887 that killed 70 

to 80 men; an extensive explosion in the Blantyre splint coal in 1878 which killed over 200 men; an explosion at 

Barrwood which caused over 20 deaths which Mr. Ronaldson could provide more details for, an incident at Bent 

which had no explosion and a curious explosion in York where Mr. Atkinson believes most of the loss of life was 

caused by suffocation from the smoke released after the explosion. In the first, second and fourth cases Mr. 

Atkinson notes that the mines were dusty at the time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-772 

17th July 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson ( to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal-see NEIMME-JBA-5-773, 2nd letter) on the death of 

Angus Stewart. The 56 year old surface labourer was killed when he was run over by a half loaded wagon of coal 

pushed forward by a locomotive engine on the rails near the screens at the Lindsay pit of Kelty colliery owned by the 

Fife Coal company on the 11th July 1893 at about 7a.m. Mr. Atkinson believes that no blame should be attached to 

anyone for the accident, which he believed occurred because the deceased failed to hear a warning (possibly due to 

the noise of shaking screens and belts) as he was crossing the line on which the locomotive was travelling or saw it 

coming towards him. Matthew Millar, the driver of the engine, reports that he whistled, cleared the shunter and 



applied the brake as soon as he saw the danger but the wheels skidded catching the deceased as the wagon ran over 

him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-773 

17th July/18th July 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to M. W. Brown telling him that in a discussion with R.J. Moore, Mr. 

Atkinson was told that a discussion could be raised as to (why there was?) no paper on the oil shale industry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

enclosing a report on the death of Angus Stewart (see NEIMME-JBA-5-772 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Moncrieff, Barr and Paterson, dated 18th July, apologising for not being able to 

arrange the company (of solicitors?) with a meeting with Mr. McLaren concerning the death of John McGregor, as it 

is Mr. Atkinson's policy not to discuss such cases with either party in such cases. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-774 

19th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Dr. Lendale asking him if it would be possible to use a paper he has 

been contributing to the Naturalist's Society on the Fife Coal fields could be used in a forthcoming meeting of the 

Federated Institution of Mining. Mr. Atkinson adds that anything he could write on the subject would be useful, and 

that he need not attend the meeting unless he wished to. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alexander Kent by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-775 

22nd July/23rd July 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.J. Whitehead of Moss Hall colliery informing him that Glencraig was sold privately the 

day before and that he would like to keep the tracing plan and sections that Mr. Whitehead sent him if he has no 

further use for them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown, dated 23rd July, noting that he does not know of anyone who would 

be likely to lead a discussion on Moore's pump since he cannot remember such a pump at use in any mine in which a 

manager might be willing to broach the subject although there are such pumps in use. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall, dated 23rd July, replying to his query that Denny colliery is in Mr. Ronaldson's 

district in Stirlingshire and that Dewsbury seems to be as Mr. Atkinson thought it to be. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-776 

25th July 1893 

Plan of Roughcraig colliery signed by J.B. Atkinson and owned by the Stand Coal company, in which the Splint coal, 

the Kiltongue and the Upper Drumgray were discontinued in August 1892 since they were exhausted as far as being 

remunerative. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-777 

25th July 1893 

Plan of the no.2 pit at Batcastle signed by J.B. Atkinson and owned by William Black and sons, in which the Splint and 

Coxrod coal were discontinued in February 1893 due to exhaustion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-778 

25th July 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Darling of Calderwood colliery telling him that it would be in order if the plan for 

their no.4 pit was sent along with their no.2 workings when that was ready. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Little Drumgray Coal company confirming that the company has sunk a shaft 

near Greengairs for the Drumgray coal and that Mr. McLaren would visit to discuss their application for exemption 

from 2 shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-779 

25th July 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, promising to investigate an explosion of 

gelatine at Bradrigg colliery and an explosion of gunpowder at Dewshill but noting that he can see no contravention 

of the Coal Mines act in either case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Udston Coal company confirming their recommencement of the Pyotshaw (?) 

at the Udston colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown promising to look into the business of an accumulation of water in the 

Greenlaw workings at Mauricewood. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-780 

29th July 1893 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to D. Baird of Comely Bank asking him if it would be convenient for him 

if he and Mr. Kirkley could visit Mr. Atkinson's home on the next Friday or visit Mr. Kirkley's home if that is more 

convenient. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to J.W. Kirkby asking him to pay a visit on the next Friday (the 4th 

August) to talk on geological matters (see letter above) and inviting Mrs. Kirkley also. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.J. Whitehead of Moss Hall collieries thanking him for the tracing of the Glencraig 

strata that he has sent to him which he addsn is all he needs on the subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-775, 1st letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-781 

31st July 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to George Sneddon promising to look into the matter of the pit at Greengairs. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-782 

July 1893 

Plan regarding East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-783 

July 1893 

Plan regarding Scotland / East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-784 

July 1893 

Plan concerning Thornlie colliery in Lanarkshire in East Scotland and its coal signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-785 

July 1893 

Plan concerning the no.3 pit at Struther colliery in Lancashire in East Scotland and its coal signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-786 

3rd August 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to the British Linen Company Bank enclosing a money order of £40, 17 

shillings and 8 pence to put into his account. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson Mr. Hastie of Greenfield colliery confirming the appointment of Robert Watt as the 

undermanager of Brownlee colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-787 

5th August 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, informing him that no fatal accidents had been caused in his district in the past year in 

mines in which cranes were used due to the 'breakage' of chains. He adds that he cannot vouch for accidents in 

quarries as those details are not sent to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-788 

8th August 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John McCracken confirming the commencement of a small colliery at Brownrigg and that 

a certificated manager would not be required if no more than 30  persons work underground. He adds that Mr. 

McLaren will visit shortly to instruct him on all the details. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-789 

9th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Blyth of Bent colliery confirming receipt of a letter informing him of the death of a 

Thomas Burns. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson of Brinehill colliery confirming the abandonment of the company's 

no.3 pit lodge on the 21st July and the receipt of their annual return. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-790 

12th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Kerr of the Miner's office promising to look into the ventilation of the no.5 pit at 

Polkemmet. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, telling him that he was not prepared to say 

there was a breach of General Rule 24 of the Coal Mines act in the Blackrigg explosion, as the wording is not clear 

regarding the necessity of an engineman being in attendance in such an instance. He also states that the injured man 

in the case was reported to have been ascending the outlet pit which is fitted with ladders (at the time of the 

accident?) and returns precognitions. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-791 

12th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Robert Pryde by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Lochgelly Iron and Coal company confirming the appointment of Andrew Nisbet 

as the manager of the Lochgelly colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-792 

12th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company confirming the recommencement of work at the Camps 

Limestone pit near East Calder. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that Mr. Blyth the manager of 

Bent colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-789, 1st letter) had informed him that the death of Thomas Burns had been 

reported by some to be the result of the accident that occurred there and by others to be the result of bronchitis. He 

adds that Mr. McLaren considers his death to be primarily the result of the accident and that he would like the 

opinion of Mr. Wilson on the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-793 

12th August/15th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown telling him of five prospective candidates to discuss Mr. Moore's paper on 

the Oil Shale industry- H. Aitken of Darroch; John Durie of Elphingstone colliery; A.H. Crichton of Hillside in 

Linlithgow; Thomas Prentice of Bresdauchill and H.Henderson of Broxburn. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer confirming that the collieries of Stravenhouse and Mauldslie have been 

taken over by Wilsons and Clyde Coal company and that R. McNeil has been appointed manager of the former. Mr. 

Atkinson advises that George McLellan, their proposed manager of the Mauldslie colliery, should probably be made 

undermanager until he obtains a managers' certificate and becomes eligible under Section 20 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-794 

15th August 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to H. Aitken in which he informs him that- particulars on the working of 

Metalliferous mines since 1872 can be gained from Inspectors of Mines reports and previously from Hunt's Mineral 

Statistics;  he cannot tell him when nickel working was discontinued in Argyllshire until he returns home on the 31st 



August, but will do so then and write him with details; that only Leadshills and Coanlockead(?) are vein mines in 

Scotland at present; he does not know of any mine in Scotland where native silver was got, but that Professor 

Heddle's papers in the early volumes of the Transactions of the Mineralogical Society may have that information; 

nothing is 'doing' in the island of Islay at the moment; he saw an advert for Boscastle (colliery?) in Haddington being 

to let in either the Scotsman or the Herald, and that he will have the memoirs(?) of the Geological survey(and) shelf 

notice for ore mining. He also asks whether Mr. Aitken has seen Mr. Cadell's paper on the Bredalburn (?) mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-795 

15th August 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.G. Paterson of Dysart colliery confirming receipt of notice of the death of Alexander 

Barclay through injuries received. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to A. Griffith, provost, apologising for not being able to visit Loch 

Leven the next Friday but suggesting that they meet to fish on the 29th August since his club competes (at fishing) 

the next day. He adds that if there is an odd number the next day, he could fish with him then also. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look further into a perceived problem concerning 

ventilation at Callender colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-796 

17th August 1893 

Two letters- 

the first from J.B. Atkinson to the McCracken brothers confirming the commencement of their no.6 pit at Brownrigg 

colliery for Kiltongue coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts for the Little Drumgray 

colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing not more than 20 people are allowed to work 

underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilating or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as 

soon as possible and the exemption ends on the 31st December 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-797 

17th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report by Mr. 

Johnstone on the death of Alex Barclay and remarking that the accident to James Sheddon at Denend colliery on the 

15th August seems to show some laxity concerning the observance of General Rule 8 of the Coal Mines act and 

should, in Mr. Atkinson's view, be followed up with a prosecution- he proposes a meeting on Monday the 21st 

August to discuss the matter. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that the evening newspaper should not have been 

charged for and the amount will be deducted from the next monthly account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-798 

18th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver name illegible, thanking the person for receipt of articles(?)of state on one shaft 

fire. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, remarking that 

the accident to James Sheddon should result in a prosecution due to the second examination of the working places 

required by General Rule 4(ii)of the Coal Mines act not being carried out (see NEIMME-JBA-5-797, 1st letter) He 

proposes a visit to Dunfermline on Monday the 21st of August, arriving at about 9a.m. at the Upper Station. Mr. 

Atkinson advises that he will go avhead with the plan if he does not receive a wire from Mr. MacFarlane saying it will 

not suit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-799 

18th August 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer confirming the appointment of Robert McNeil and George McLellan as the 

manager and undermanager at Mauldslie colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-800 

20th August 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to A. Fellows apologising for not being in Glasgow but that he will be 

pleased to see him in Largs where he is staying and will set him up for as long as he wishes to stay. He advises that he 

can return to Newcastle via Edinburgh as soon as he could from Glasgow and that he will wire him to make sure he 

receives the message before leaving. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-801 

22nd August 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-802, 2nd letter)on the injury to 

James Sheddon. The 29 year old miner was injured at his working place, the Smithy coal seam in Denend colliery, on 

the 15th August 1893 at about 1p.m. when stone fell from the roof. The colliery, owned by the Denend coal 

company, was run by the certificated manager D.Thompson and undermanager (and oversman)Alex Serth(?). After 

visiting the site of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the undermanager should be prosecuted 

for not seeing that the area was inspected during the injured man's shift as required by General Rule 4(ii), Section 49 

of the Coal Mines act and Special Rule 40.(see NEIMME-JBA-5-798, 2nd letter etc.) The prosecution should be 

brought against him for breaching Special Rules 6 and 7. Mr. Atkinson also suggests that the fireman Thomas Hill 

should be prosecuted for breaching Special Rule 40 as he professed that after examining the area of the incident 



between 5 and 6 that morning he went home and did not return to examine the area during the shift while also 

confessing he had done the same thing the day before. Anotheer potential problem was lack of timber to shore up 

the coal as none was found after the incident. Sheddon's drawer Peter Skinner informed Mr. Atkinson that there had 

been no spare timber the day before the accident, although there had been a new supply arriving at about 8a.m. 

that morning and Mr. Atkinson concluded that, as a practical miner, the injured party should have availed himself of 

this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-802 

22nd August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-802. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the 

accident to James Sheddon (see NEIMME-JBA-5-802 above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-803 

24th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.J. Andrew of the Old Monkhead School board apologising for being unable to be 

present on the 7th September for the fire(?) distribution due to a prior engagement. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the abandonment of the Westwood no.30 pit at Livingston. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-804 

24th August/26th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the recommencement of working in the Limefield no.32 mine 

and the starting of a new shaft to be called the the Ingliston no.34 pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 26th August,enclosing a report on the 

death of John McDowall by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-805 

26th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John McCulloch of Loganlea colliery informing him that Carfin colliery is located in the 

West of Mr. Ronaldson's district. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Samuel Ritchie confirming the starting of work on a new pit at Greengairs to the 

Drumgray coal and also a mine to the Virtuewell coal. He also informs him that Mr. McLaren will visit soon, but 

reminds him that the responsibility for following the Coal Mines act lies finally with him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-806 

27th August 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to Mr. Ash informing him that he will be pleased to see him at the 

Federal meeting in Glasgow and that he expects Bill and Brown. He adds that he will be leaving (his holiday home) on 

the 31st(August) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to W.H.(Bill) Atkinson informing him that he will be pleased to see 

him in Glasgow for the Federal meeting and that Mr. Brown will be staying with him, as well as informing him of his 

leaving date (see letter above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown informing him that Dr. Foster Heddle could provide a good paper on vein 

mining in Scotland, as could H.M. Cadell of the Bridgeness Coal company. He also informs him that he will stay with 

him during the Federal meeting, Jimmy is writing Isabella to come and Bill and son(?) will also be asked if they wish 

to come. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-807 

28th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie promising to look into affirs at Garinehill(?) colliery and the weighing dispute 

at Derinsgair colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie colliery confirmng that Alexander Miller has been appointed 

undermanager of the no.13 and 15 pits at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-808 

30th August 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Heil Bank, Largs, to the Postmaster in Glasgow informing him to transfer the delivery of 

his letters back to 10 Foremount Terrace in Glasgow after receiving the letter and also to retransfer the sending of 

telegrams to the same address. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company confirming the beginning of sinking a pit at the 

Wellwood coalfield to be called the Broomhead pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-809 



31st August/3rd September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to David Gilmour advising him that the system of weighing coal at Fairhill colliery will be 

looked into, but that in the meantime he should suggest that the pitheadman should weigh to take a correct account 

of the weight of the mineral as required by Section 13 (i) of the Coal Mines act and after supplying the weight to the 

miners they could sue the owners for the amount they have not been paid for. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson, dated 3rd September, enclosing a paper by Mr. Best and 

advising him to write to H.Hall for (Mr. Best's?) address. He adds that the lamp (?) is a good lamp. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-810 

2nd September/3rd September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Kennedy of Broxburn mines confirming that (?)field mines nos. 1 and 2 were 

stopped on the 29th July 1893 for an indefinite period. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Lancaster, dated 3rd September, apologising for not being able to join him for 

'sport' since on the Tuesday proposed the Annual meeting of the Federated Miners begins in Glasgow and Mr. 

Atkinson must attend being an official of the Institute. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-811 

2nd September 1893 

Plan of the Poastmoak no.1 mine at Kirkness signed by J.B. Atkinson, owned by the Fife Coal company and 

discontinued for gas coal on the 18th May 1893 because the coal was burned and unworkable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-812 

Undated 

Plan of the Lodge no.3 pit and Westwood no.30 pit in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson discontinued for coal and 

oil shale in August(?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-813 

Undated 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson referring to East Scotland in August. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-814 

Undated 



Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson referring to amounts of (?) in East Scotland in August(?) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-815 

Undated 

Plan of Brownrigg in Greengairs, the Limefield no.32 mine, Quengeirs(?) and Broomhead signed by J.B. Atkinson in 

which the Kiltongue seam of coal, oil, Drumgray and Virtuewell seams and (all) coal were discontinued respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-816 

3rd September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Dickinson apologising for sending a copy of his report so late, but arguing that 

he has been in Fife since July when his request was sent and had no copies available there. He adds that a copy has 

been sent by first post. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.M. Percy apologising for sending a copy of his report so late, but arguing that he 

has been in Fife since July when his request was sent and had no copies available there ( see letter above). He 

reports that he has sent a copy by first post. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-817 

5th September/9th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat of Summerslee Iron Works confirming that the company have started 

working the Lower Drumgray coal in their no 4 and 5 pits at Dunyston. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 9th September, returning a 

police report and enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to Robert Bryce, whilst arguing that the 

accident was due to carelessness by the injured party and his son. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-818 

11th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, asking for the particulars of a tramp who fell 

down one of the pits at Caldermans colliery on the 7th May 1893 if Mr. Lindsay can supply them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the appointment of Howard Rankine and Adam Speirs as the 

managers of the no.32 mine at Limefield and the no.34 pit at Ingliston respectively. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-819 

11th September/12th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.B. (Fred) Atkinson informing him that a Mr. W. Patterson from Tynemouth, an 

engineer and safety lamp maker,  has informed him of a form of safety lamp which is arranged so that the parts must 

all be there before working to avoid imperfect lamps with gauges omitted and adds that it is largely used in the 

North of England. Mr. Atkinson thinks the idea is a good one, and advises 'Fred' to get in touch with  Mr. Patterson 

after he writes on the subject to him as he has promised to do. He adds that the lamp could be taken up by 

Staffordshire and the adjoining county if 'Fred' agrees. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Ross Stewart, dated 12th September, enclosing a copy of instructions to Her 

Majesty's Inspectors of Mines. He adds that the information within is confidential and cannot be quoted from or 

used directly in his proposed book, which Mr. Atkinson nevertheless agrees to help him with as far as he can. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-820 

11th September 1893 

Plan of the Struther no.3 pit owned by Frame and company signed by J.B. Atkinson which was discontinued for the 

Lower Drumgray coal on the 27th July 1893 due to exhaustion of available coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-821 

11th September/13th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton Colliery company confirming that the company has started to work the 

Virtuewell seam in their Skellyton no.2 pit and that they have reopened their no.1 pit at Fairholm to the Main coal 

seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Kennedy, dated 13th September, advising him that he does not think it 

necessary for him to send plans of the nos. 1 and 2 Stewartfield mines  to the Secretary of State since he does not 

think that Mr. Kennedy has abandoned them as specified by Section 39 of the Coal Mines act, but adds that he 

should use his own discretion on the question. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-822 

14th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on an explosion of gelatine dynamite which injured 

William Press, a night fireman, on the 4th of September 1893 at Dalbeath colliery for the information of Her 

Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-823 



14th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Walker and Cameron at Belbardie colliery asking for permission for Mr. L.H. Cooke of 

the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College to look around their colliery. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to P. Thornton of Crofthead collieries etc. confirming the that the Fallshill colliery has 

begun to sink a shaft to be called their no. 4 pit to be managed by R. Wardlaw. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-824 

14th September 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield Colliery asking for permission for Mr. L.H. Cooke , Professor 

of Mining at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College to see Fairhill colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-823, 1st 

letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.H. Cooke enclosing letters of introduction to collieries and mines in his district 

(see letter above etc and below) and promising to give him directions to and for any of the pits if he should call on 

him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison of Newbattle colliery asking for permission for L.H. Cooke, Professor of 

Mining at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College to look over the colliery. (see letter above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-825 

14th September 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.J. Lauder of Holmes Oil Works asking for permission for L.H. Cooke of the Glasgow 

and West of Scotland Technical College to visit the Holmes seam (at their works) (see NEIMME-JBA-5-824, all letters 

etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie collieries asking for permission for L.H. Cooke of the Glasgow 

and West of Scotland Technical College to visit the Niddrie colliery. (see letter above etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery asking for permission for L.H. Cooke, Professor of 

Mining at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College to see around the colliery as he wishes to see a few 

examples of Scotch (sic) collieries (see letters above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-826 

14th September 1893 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Brown of Longriggend colliery asking for permission for L.H. Cooke, Professor of 

Mining at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, to see down one of the Longriggend pits. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-825, all letters etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Prentice of Staurigg collieries etc. asking for permission for L.H. Cooke, 

connected to the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, to see the brownstone(?) working at Staurigg (see 

letter above etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Caldwell of Pumpherston mines asking for permission for L.H. Cooke, Professor of 

Mining at Glasgow and West of Scotland technical College, to see the mines. (see letters above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-827/828 

14th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for his opinion on the subject of disputed amounts of mineral sent up in hutches 

where the miners send up more than the standard weight allowed to be sent up in individual hutches. Mr. Atkinson 

grants that the owners may feel aggrieved at having to pay extra, but expresses his opinion that checkweighers 

should be allowed to check for the true weight of mineral sent up in case of disputes as allowed by section 13(i) of 

the Coal Mines act if it does not concur with the owners weighing as allowed by section 12(i). This, Mr. Atkinson 

argues, would not disallow the owners from refusing to pay the extra, but would allow the miners a legal leeway to 

take a civil action to prove beyond a doubt whether they were entitled to extra compensation for their work. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-809, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-829 

15th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Legalte advising him how to apply for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 

(ii) (a) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887, enclosing a letter for him to copy and send to the Secretary of State. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption of the no.6 pit at Brownrigg colliery 

from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines Regulation act provided no more than 20 people are 

allowed to work underground at any one time, no fires are used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, 

the 2nd outlet is completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 28th February 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-830 

15th September/ 16th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wharrie congratulating miners for drawing attention to the perceived breaches of 

Rule 39 of the Coal Mines act, and promising to look into such a possible breach at Bankend colliery and the 

Coalburn district in general. However, Mr. Atkinson goes on to argue that such breaches cannot possibly be 

countered by Inspectors of Mines alone and the miners themselves should always be willing to bring the breaches to 



their attention accusing them of as much apathy about the problem as they perceive the Inspectors to have. With 

this in mind, Mr. Atkinson asks for a list of all miners who have worked alone at the coal face at any colliery in Mr. 

Wharrie's district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the extention of exemption of the no.33 pit at 

Ingliston from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines Regulation act provided that the same conditions 

are met as with the previous exemption with the new date of expiration being the 31st December 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-831 

19th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Albert Hanley telling him that Mr. Atkinson does not know the address of J.B. Gallacher 

and advising him that the examination taken by prospective Inspectors of Mines is similar to that taken for the 

Managers Certificate as far as technical information is concerned but with more emphasis on spelling and 

composition. He also advises Mr. Hanley to study text books by Greenwell, Atkinson, Pauley, Hughes and Fairley 

amongst others. A nomination for the Inspectorship by the Civil Service commission would give him particulars as to 

which subjects to look into, Mr. Atkinson adds, concluding that if he wishes to correspond further on the subject he 

should stamp his letters as only letters from the Home Office come to him free. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-832 

19th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the McCraken brothers concerning Brownrigg coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the McCraken brothers asking them to send an extra copy of the proposed Special 

Rules to add to their sent copy and abstract of the Coal Mines act so that a signed copy can be eventually returned 

signed by Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-833 

19th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Whittaker concerning Baldestart coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McD. Thompson of Little Raith colliery advising him of a visit the next day to go 

down the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-834 

21st September 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman MacWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Adamson by Mr. Johnstone and returning police information on same. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train of Machau colliery confirming their intention to work a mine at 

Auchenheath for gas coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-835 

23rd September 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-836, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

James King. The 36 year old coal miner was injured by a fall of head coal where he worked in the great seam of 

Carberry colliery owned by Deans and Moore on the 15th September 1893 at about 2:30p.m., dying from his wounds 

a day later. After visiting the scene of the incident two days after his death, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no blame 

could be attributed to anybody for the accident. The deceased along with his partner William Welch were removing 

timber from underneath the top coal while dropping coal in a level. As the deceased knocked out one tree, the top 

coal fell suddenly and unexpectedly causing him to spring back but he was still caught by the fall of coal. Mr. Welch 

and others were close by and soon extricated him from the coal but the damage was done. The Inspector/fireman 

Alex Bailey had inspected the area at 5.15 a.m before work started and again at 11.30 that morning but saw nothing 

dangerous either time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-836 

23rd September 1893 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-835 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal,Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of James 

King (see NEIMME-JBA-5-835 above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting exemption from 2 shafts to the Thormber (?) colliery under 

Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act until the 30th September 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-837 

25th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to B. Donoghue informing him as to his conclusions regarding the checkweighing dispute at 

Peutland. After visiting the pit the previous Saturday, Mr. Atkinson was led to understand by the mine owner Mr. 

Armour that his principal objection was not the scale of deductions wanted by the miners but the supposed verbal 

agreement to only check one box in ten of any one miner. This agreement , which the miners believed to be given to 

them, was not recognised by Mr. Armour, and Mr. Atkinson could see no reason for him to do so and informed the 

checkweigher Mr. Walsh of this. Taking this into account, Mr. Atkinson saw no reason to follow up the inquiry with 

Mr. Donoghue or his fellow checkweighers. Mr. Atkinson advises that if the miners continue to object they should 

apply for a new scale. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-838 

25th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester of Roughrigg colliery confirming the appointment of Samuel McIntyre as 

undermanager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-839 

26th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Woodside Coal company confirming the appointment of William Russell as the 

manager of the Woodside collieries replacing John Wardrop. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-840 

26th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to J.D. Bowie advising him on what to include on his 

proposed map. The geological information he considers should be shown include the four great divisions of the 

Carboniferous Rocks- the coal measures, the Millstone grit, the Carboniferous limestone and the Calciferous 

sandstone as well as the patch of Permian in Ayrshire overlying the first of those. He advises that the other details to 

be shown might include - the lines of the three railway companies; the railways themselves; the canals; the shipping 

places distinguishing between public and private ports; the blast furnaces in operation; lead mines and a line 

showing the separation between the the two mining inspection areas. He encloses a map and advises that he will 

make suggestions if a proof of the proposed map is sent to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-841 

28th September/29th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe confirming the appointment of David Rankian and Thomas Wood as 

managers of the Addiewell section of his companies' mines and Ragland colliery respectively. It also confirms the 

appointment of William Lyon,  Richard Sneddon and R. Howieson as the undermanagers of the no.32 mine in West 

Calder, the no.33 pit at Ingliston and the no.11 pit at Polbeth respectively. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, dated 29th September, promising to look at problems with the cage at 

the William(?) pit at Fordeil colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-842 

29th September 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie promising to look further into the weighing dispute at Fermegair colliery. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to B. Donoghue pointing out that although he does not doubt that a verbal agreement 

was made by Mr. Armour to only crow one in ten of the miners boxes for inspection he is in no way bound to keep to 

it and that the miners should try to apply for a new scale if they still feel aggrieved (see NEIMME-JBA-5-837, 1st 

letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-843 

29th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Russell informing him that checkweighers at his Fermegair and Fairhill collieries should 

be allowed to weigh the full amount of mineral/ coal taken from the ground above the standard weight as he has 

been informed that he is not allowing this to happen and therefore contravening Sections 12(i) and 13(i) of the Coal 

Mines act. He asks Mr. Russell to inform him what he plans to do about this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-844 

30th September 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to B. Donoghue pointing out that although in principle a change in a working agreement 

should be negotiated with proper notice being given, a verbal agreement in this case of checkweighing could not be 

enforced (see NEIMME-JBA-5-842, 2nd letter etc.) He advises that the miners should refuse to work if they cannot 

agree to the system being used, but that he himself as Inspector could not be expected to decide on the agreement 

on a system of deductions as in this case between owners and miners. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-845 

September 1893 

Plan containing statistics for West Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-846 

September 1893 

Plan containing statistics for East Scotland no.1. signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-847 

September 1893 

Plan of Stewartfield no.1 and 2 Oil Shale mines signed by J.B. Atkinson and discontinued for oil shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-848 

September 1893 



Plans of Auchenheath, Fallahill no.4 pit, Skellyton no.2 pit, Fairholm no.1 pit, and Dunsyston no.4 and 5 pits signed 

by J.B. Atkinson and discontinued for Lasenchagers(?) gas coal, coal, Virtuewell coal and main coal respectively. In 

the case of Fallahill, a sinking shaft was the cause of the discontinuation. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-849 

7th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Merivale enclosing collected information in a paper which he hopes is what he is 

looking for, but warns him that information on benefit societies is incomplete as can be seen from the enclosed 

returns on colliery accident funds. Mr. Atkinson asks that the latter returns and the paper be returned when he is 

finished with them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackan(?) of Roughrigg collieries confirming that an old shaft at the colliery 

has been opened up to work the splint and coxrod seam and also to be used as an outlet for their no.3 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-850 

7th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Leggatt and sons concerning Thorcules (?) coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-851 

7th October/9th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, expressing his opinion that the death of James 

King (see NEIMME-JBA-5-835) no further precautions could have been taken as the practice of removing props and 

allowing coal to fall is always a risky affair despite being a not uncommon practice. Mr. Atkinson also promises to 

forward a report on the death of Charles Orman within the next day or two. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 9th October, enclosing a report on 

the death of Charles Orman by Mr. Johnstone. (see letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-852 

9th October/10th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the splint 

coal seam at the no.2 pit at Nedgards colliery providing no more than 20 people are allowed underground working at 

any time and that the exemption concludes on the 31st March 1893(sic). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Spowart and Company at Lassodie collieries etc. confirming that a new day mine 

has begun to be worked in the Swallowdrum seam above the Derby mine of the Elgin collieries to be called Derby 

no.2 mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-853 

11th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thompson of Calder Iron Works confirming that William Dixon Ltd has opened 

up the Beuhar coal from 2 pits in the mess(?) at Fauldstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-854 

11th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Whittaker of Trases Lime works concerning Baldastert coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-855 

12th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer informing him of a visit to his new pit near Law Junction on the morning of 

13th October and hopes to see either Mr. Telfer or the manager of the mine there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Ormston Station colliery confirming that James Moffat has been 

appointed undermanager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-856 

13th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to J. Gerrard enclosing a letter from the Secretary (of 

State?) to give him the information he wants, and informing him also that 'his' strike is making it a vwery busy time 

for Mr. Atkinson (and his other workmates). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Russell asking him to inform Mr. Hastie that he is under a misapprehension 

concerning what change he has asked Mr. Russell to make regarding the weighing of coal at Fairhill and Fermegair 

collieries. Mr. Atkinson explains that he did not suggest that a standard weight should be fixed, only that the full 

amount of coal should be weighed where a standard weight was in existence, and a checkweigher be allowed to 

check that weight. He adds that he cannot agree with the miners any deal which sets aside a provision of the Coal 

Mines act. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-844 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-857 



14th October 1893 

Plan of Brownrigg no.5(?) pit signed by J.B. Atkinson, discontinued for Kiltongue coal in April 1893, due to the coal 

being unremunerative. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-858 

13th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow confirming the appointment of Robert A. Muir as the manager of the Aitken pit 

at Kelty colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-859 

14th October/16th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, remarking that the fire at Glendevon 

shale mine had been minor, and that there was no need to inform him of it, since there were no injuries or difficulty 

in isolating and extinguishing it he could see after visiting the scene of the fire and enquiring into it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.J. Tennant, dated 16th October, confirming receipt of a letter requesting him to 

attend a meeting with Mr. Asquith as he himself entertains a deputation of Lanarkshire miners on the 18th October 

1893 at, he presumes, 195 West George street in Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-860 

17th October 1893 

Plan of Westwood no.30 pit,part of Addiwell mines owned by Young's Paraffin Light and Mineral Oil company, signed 

by J.B. Atkinson and discontinued for the rich Oil shale on the 9th June 1893 due to exhaustion of supply. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-861 

17th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to G. Whitelaw of Clydesdale colliery confirming the appointment of William Marshall as 

the manager of the Clydesdale and Muirhouse collieries, replacing John Killar. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-862 

17th October/ 18th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster informing him that the Caithness Flag quarries employ a lot of 

men, but he has not seen them while the Whinston quarries he passes on the train could probably be visited via the 



North Queensferry station on the Aberdeen to Edinburgh route. He also asks about the Quarry Bill and assures him 

of a bed for the night should he choose to visit him. 

The second from J. B. Atkinson to John Austine, dated 18th October, saying that he does not know any reason why 

he should not adopt the system of the Protector Lamp company of (?) but adds that a lamp should only be relit 

underground by an official after he has made an examination as to the safety of the lamp before returning it to the 

workmen. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-863 

18th October/ 20th October 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Lynn of the Geological Survey Office asking him whether it was possible to obtain 

the memoirs relating to Edinburgh, Linlithgowshire and Haddington despite them being out of print, while also 

remarking that he is not as interested in the Eastern Berwickshire memoir. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster, dated 20th October, hoping that he can visit Glasgow the 

next week with his wife also being welcome. Mr. Atkinson adds that Mr. Asquith and deputations of miners have 

also visited him that week. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 20th October, returning police 

information and enclosing a report on the death of Henry Black by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-864 

21st October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of Patrick 

Donahay by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to T.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a report on the death of 

Andrew Nelson by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-865 

21st October 1893 

Draft proposal for new Special Rules by J.B. Atkinson (to J.M. Ronaldson- see NEIMME-JBA-5-866, 1st letter below) 

remarking that miners  should be prohibited from smoking while handling explosives or charging shot holes where 

naked lights are used; naked lights should not be hooked onto a miners' cap but only attached to such a position that 

cannot ignite the explosive; that gates at mid-working be connected by an indicator to the engine house so that the 

engineman is always aware when the gate is open or shut and can only move the cage when the gate is shut; that 

whenever the indicator shows that that the gate is open when the cage is not at mid-working the bottomer is 

informed immediately by the engineman  by signalling 4; that the bottomer should never open the gate fencing the 

shaft until the cage is stopped at the mid-working and shall not signal the cage away until the gate has been closed; 



proper sprags should be provided for spragging railway wagons, with props and trees being forbidden from use for 

the purpose and that any person lowering a hutch down an inclined road be prohibited from going in front of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-866 

21st October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson enclosing a draft of a proposed set of new Special Rules (see NEIMME-

JBA-5-865 above), proposing that copies of them might be printed and sent to owners and miners' associations for 

comment. He adds that if agreement was reached the owners or Secretary of State might propose them, and that 

any objection could be met with arbitration or modification. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to prepare short accounts of the accidents at Newbattle on 

February 7th, Dewshill on March 8th and Carrowhall on 27th March 1893, leading to the deaths of Char(les?) Pryde , 

Alex Bax(?)ter and Alex Hunter respectively for the Annual Report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-867 

23rd October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Martin thanking him for helping 'justice to triumph' on the matter of 

superannuation and enclosing a Home Office letter proving this and informing him that he has also thanked Mr. 

Sidebotham (see letter below) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Sidebotham thanking him for helping a law regarding superannuation for 

Inspectors of Mines be overcome which Mr. Atkinson considered unfair (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-868/869 

24th October 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-870, 1st letter below) on the 

death of John Shaw. The 47 year old roadsman was struck by the descending carriage on the no.1 mine in the Fells 

Oil shale seam of the Seafield mines owned by Pumpherston Oil company on the 21st October 1893 at about 2:40 

p.m. and died of his injuries within a few minutes. After visiting the site of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson 

concluded that nothing criminal had taken place although he added that the system of signalling seemed faulty and 

he would try to have it rectified. When the accident happened, the deceased was climbing up an incline which the 

owners declared as being prohibited for miners' use, although Mr. Atkinson could find no notice to that effect. On 

the day of the accident, the bottomer William Loch and some other miners left the 33rd bench on the way to the 

25th bench on the way up the incline of the pit. When they left the deceased was the only worker left below the 

25th bench and had stopped to adjust a canvas screen on the carriage way. After reaching the surface, the 

engineman John Smellie, sent the carriage back down and Mr. Loch  expressed his belief that it would stop at the 

25th bench. When it descended further, the bottomer signalled it to stop but it did not until it reached the no.23 

bench. The carriage struck the deceased below no.28 bench as he climbed the carriage way. Mr. Atkinson concluded 



that the deceased had been reckless in using the carriage way when he could have used the travelling incline and not 

lost any time in doing so. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-870 

24th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Shaw (see NEIMME-JBA-5-868/869 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour of Peutland Oil Works confirming the appointment of William C. 

Lyon as the (manager?) of Peutland mines in the room of Mr. Armstrong. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-871 

25th October/26th October 1893 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

James Robertson by Mr. Johnstone and returning a police report on same. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries, dated 26th October, confirming receipt of the four 

plans of the Holton no.2 pit which he had left with Mr. Roxburgh the previous Tuesday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-872 

26th October 1893 

Plan of the Holton no.2 pit at Alloa colliery signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by the Alloa Coal company in which the 

Upper Fife seam, the nine feet seam, the lower five feet seam and the splint seam were all worked out and 

abandoned in June 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-873 

26th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming the exhaustion of the Splint Coal seam of their 

no.2 pit at Drumclair colliery and asking the company to send a plan of the workings directly to the Secretary of 

State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-874 

26th October 1893 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, expressing his opinion that the letter he 

has received regarding dissatisfaction with scale of fees from the Newcastle upon Tyne Examination Board is not 

reflected by examiners in Mr. Atkinson's district and does not need to be remarked upon to the Secretary of State 

while the question of uniformity of standards of examinations over the whole kingdom will be brought up at the next 

baord meeting. The latter , in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, does not need a special meeting to consider it alone, but asks 

Mr. Calder whether he agrees. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-875 

27th October 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Cameron Coal company, Cameron colliery, confirming the appointment of John 

McKnight as the manager of the colliery after the 31st October 1893. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-876 

27th October/ 28th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to investigate an accident in the Splint coal seam of the no.8 pit 

at Quarter where a man was burnt by gas after he himself visited the Friday before. Mr. Atkinson noted the 

ventilation was weak, and depended on a bratticed section of road up to the Ell coal seam and then on a road from 

there to the no.7 pit. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. McLaren to examine this road and see whether the no.8 pit can be got to 

from the no.7 pit while noting the air quality coming up from the former pit. He also asks for a sketch of the 

ventilation arrangement there, whether the place is free from gas and his opinion as to whether the no.8 Splint mine 

can be adequately ventilated using their present system. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries, dated 28th October, noting that he has 

received no notice of the death of William McIntyre after his noted accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-877 

28th October 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, remarking that, referring to the death 

of James Robertson, although there is no ruling as to the height of haulage roads in the Coal Mines act and they can 

be as low as 3 feet high and comfortably allow workers to travel on foot, such a height is dangerous if tubs are in 

motion and the manager has been warned about it. 

The second from James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of William 

McIntyre by Mr. McLaren (see NEIMME-JBA-5-876, 2nd letter above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-878 

28th October 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown of the Coal Trade Offices in Newcastle on Tyne replying that as his own 

district shows no sign of dissatisfaction with the scale of fees used by examiners he sees no reason to bring it up with 

the Secretary of State and the question of uniformity of examination standards over the whole kingdom will be 

brought up in the next meeting of the board in 1894. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-874) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nimmo at Kinniel colliery remarking that, in considering the death of James 

Robertson, he believes that no persons should be allowed to travel with the rake on the rook where the accident 

occurred, and wants to be informed as quickly as possible that a prohibition is in place. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-877, 1st 

letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-879 

30th October/ 1st November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the no.3 pit Virtuewell seam at Skellyton colliery exemption 

from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing not more than 20 people are allowed 

underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st 

December 1893. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, Allanton collieries, dated 1st November,confirming that 

Alexander Brown has been appointed manager of their Allanton and Longlea(?) collieries 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-880 

1st November 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson consisting of six no's. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-881 

1st November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson asking to be informed if the checkweigher at Spendleside pit is 

refused permission to perform his duties after being duly elected to make sure an enquiry takes place. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Campbell and company confirming that the company have opened a new mine to 

work the Slaty Band seam and that a form for annual return will be sent them at the end of the year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-882 

1st November 1893 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that the complaint made by miners at the Peutland Shale 

mmines over the change to the agreement made that only 1 in 10 hutches should be examined for debit(?) cannot 

be upheld legally and Mr. Atkinson believes there is no reason why any such hutch might be examined. Any 

grievance felt by the miners should be followed by their applying for a new scale of deductions, in Mr. Atkinson's 

opinion. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-844 etc.) He also mentions that (?) is now in the hands of its creditors and cannot be 

carried on. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-883 

October 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and giving statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-884 

October 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and showing an incline with nil written down it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-885 

October 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and noting that the East Roughrigg colliery in Stirlingshire is 

reopening an old shaft in their Splint and Coxrod coal seams, the Elgin colliery in Fife has begun a new mine from the 

surface to the Swallowburn coal seam and the Fauldhouse colliery in Linlithgowshire has two new pits for working 

the Beuhar or Virtuewell coal seams. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-886 

October 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and noting that Drumclair colliery in Stirlingshire has (begun 

working?) their no.2 pit at the Splint coal seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-887 

2nd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the McCraken brothers of Brownrigg colliery concerning Brownrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-888 

2nd November 1893 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company confirming their sinking of a trial pit at Drumclair colliery to 

the Splint coal seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-889 

2nd November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Mitchell and sons of Leaverseat Lime works returning their plan for the Leaverseat 

Limestone workings asking them to specify if the North line indicated is true or magnetic North and on which date if 

the latter, what the amount of the dip involved is and why some workings are notified in blue and some in red. He 

then asks for the plans to be returned to him after they have filled in these particulars to the best of their ability. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the no.3 pit at East Roughrigg colliery exemption from 2 

shafts at their Splint seam under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing they allow no more than 20 

people underground in connection with the shaft at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the 2nd shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st January 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-890 

3rd November 1893 

Plan of the Lodge colliery no.3 pit owned by John Watson Limited signed by J.B. Atkinson which was discontinued 

from working the Johnstone coal on the 21st July 1893 leaving the remaining coal to be worked from another pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-891 

3rd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Wilkie asking him to send notice of the abandonment of Archers colliery and a 

plan of same to the Secretary of State as soon as possible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-892 

6th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Colin Dunlop and company at Quarter collieries confirming their intention to reopen 

their no.5 pit to work Ell coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-893 

6th November/7th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft of Merryton colliery asking him to go to Leadhills on Monday the 18th 

of November and accompany Mr. Atkinson to Evanfort to go down a mine the next day after spending the night. On 



their visit to the mine, Mr. Atkinson proposes finding an intelligent miner to explain how gold is extracted from the 

burns(?) there. He then proposes leaving there on the Wednesday and promises to write the manager of the mines 

should the plan prove convenient. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, dated 7th November, promising to help the case of John Thompson and 

his attempt to gain an assistant inspectorship despite his workplace being outside his district, remarking that he will 

pass on his details to Mr. Ronaldson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-894 

8th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Noble at Leadhills asking him to provide a conveyance to carry himself and a friend 

to Mr. Noble's hotel on the 12th November and provide dinner and beds for them. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-893, 1st 

letter above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Russell professing disappointment at his refusal to respond to a previous letter 

concerning the question of weighing at Fairhill and Fermegair collieries which Mr. Atkinson had previously 

corresponded about with Mr. Hastie (see NEIMME-JBA-5-856, 2nd letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson continues that he does 

not wish to discuss the matter further and will follow the advice given by the Secretary of State and pursue 

satisfaction through the Courts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-895 

8th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George A. Mitchell inviting him to dinner with a few friends on the evening of the 17th 

November. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Newbiggen of Leadhills asking him if it is possible that Mr. Atkinson and a 

friend be allowed to see the underground mine at Leadhills on the next Tuesday, describing his friend as a 

coalmaster from near Hamilton. He proposes arriving at Leadhills on the Monday, staying at Nobles that night and 

going down the mine the next day. Mr. Atkinson adds that he plans to see some of the places where miners have 

found gold on the Wednesday, and asks if an intelligent man can be found to show him around. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-

894, 1st letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-896 

8th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Clements, Miner's Agent, remarking that Mr. Ritchie had broached the subject that 

Mr. Clements had called to see Mr. Atkinson about earlier that day while he was visiting Gartners colliery. Mr. 

Atkinson continues that he advised Mr. Ritchie not to obstruct a properly appointed checkweigher after explaining 

the law to him. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-897 

11th November/ 12th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie of Garnock colliery advising him not to employ two undermanagers 

for his back shift as he is planning, as responsibility will be divided if the manager is absent with the undermanager 

being responsible by law for the running of the mine(s) on those occasions. Mr. Atkinson adds that he is not even 

sure if such an arrangement is viable under law. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 12th November, remarking that at present the rules 

governing the whole of the collieries in Scotland and those for the two Scotch (sic) Inspection districts are virtually 

the same and have been framed by a meeting of representatives of the owners and miners. Mr. Atkinson continues 

that his proposed alterations should be equally applicable in each district, and encloses a copy of the Special Rules at 

present in force in his district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-898 

11th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Crookston (Jr?)  (see NEIMME-JBA-5-901/902 below) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for permission to open proceedings against John Grant, the certificated manager 

of Fairholm colliery, for breaching Section 16 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 by working the collieries' no.1 pit 

without a second outlet or shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-899 

11th November/13th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Loganlea Coal company confirming the appointment of James Cleland as the 

manager of the Loganlea, Longford, Stonyburn and Foulshiels collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 13th November, promising to visit Mr. 

Wilson's office the next day to discuss two cases due to go before the Sheriff under the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-900 

11th November 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. H. Burt remarking that he sent an envelope to him after it arrived two days late, 

since he had asked the clerk if it had been addressed to Edinburgh rather than Glasgow and had returned it to call 

attention to the mistake. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company confirming that their no.2 mine (at the?) Roman Camp 

had been abandoned on the 2nd November and that the plans of same have been sent to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-901/902 

11th October (sic) 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-898, 1st letter above) on the death of 

Robert Crookston Jr.  The 17 year old was killed when he fell down an incline in the Peacock Jail seam of the 

Gilmerton colliery owned by the Gilmerton Gas Coal company which has since gone into liquidation. The incident 

occurred at about 11:30 a.m. on the 6th November 1893. After visiting the scene the day after the fatal occurrence, 

Mr. Atkinson concluded that he felt that the officials of the mine and the drawers were both partly to blame for the 

accident, since the former had not saw to it that the appliances for the safety of the drawers were properly used and 

the latter had neglected to use said appliances, but added that neither could be charged under any Rule or Special 

Rule in the Coal Mines act. The deceased had been working with his father Robert Crookston on the 4th level of the 

pit  and left the face at about 11:30 with a loaded hutch. Immediately after, William King, the bottomer of the 

incline, who was about 28 yards from the bottom, heard a fall and saw a hutch had fallen. He then heard a noise 

from the sump underneath him and saw bubbles arising from it. He called for the deceased's brother John 

Crookston, the bottomer of the shaft, but he was not around  and he had to go to Robert Jamieson instead. After 

feeling inside the sump with a stick they came across something soft and Mr. King called up. Miner Adam Notman 

then came down and took the deceased from out of the sump, by which time 15 minutes had passed since the 

incident. It was found that Mr. Crookston had injured his head, broke both his legs and was dead. After the accident, 

the manager examined the area and found that the levers were all up in the incline. Mr. Atkinson concluded that if 

the lever had been down at the 4th level, as it should have been, the deceased would still be alive. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-903 

13th November/ 15th November 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to monitor the weighing of  some hutches at Fairhill and 

Fermagair collieries to prove that coal is not being weighed above the standard weight of 10 cwt so that it can be 

proven in court. He also asks for a report to be sent to him on the subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-894, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, dated 15th November, promising to look further into the 

question of ventilation at Motherwell colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to T.Mitchell and sons of Leavenseat Lime Works, dated 15th November, confirming 

receipt of their plan concerning Leavenseat Limestone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-904 

13th November/ 15th November 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell of West Longrigg colliery confirming that the colliery has stopped 

working the Ladygrange coal in their no.5 pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 15th November, expressing the opinion that the no.2 pit at 

Shawsrigg may not be eligible for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act since the 

probable amount of coal available is seemingly sufficient to repay the outlay necessary, although Mr. Atkinson adds 

they may be able to apply under Section 18 (iii) (a). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-905 

17th November/ 21st November 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.Ross Stewart, advocate, thanking him for the return of instructions and adding that 

he will be glad to read over his chapter on Regulation of Mines at any time since he will not be busy until the middle 

of December. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Stewart, checkweigher, dated 21st November,  promising to look further 

into Mr. Stewart's position as checkweigher at Bellfield colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft, dated 21st November, enclosing the hotel bill for Leadhills and 

adding the amount he paid to the gold diggers who assisted them and the share payable to Mr. Thorneycroft (£1 and 

9 shillings). He continues by adding the amount of gold that they dug up and enclosing some of it, and summising 

that they managed to accrue about 10 grams of gold from 40 cubic yards of gravel. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-906 

21st November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Armadale Coal company confirming that the company has begun to reopen the main 

and ball coal seams at their no.15 pit for working. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-907 

21st November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of James Gardner 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Spowart and company confirming the appointment of Robert Cook and 

Thomas Cook as the managers of Lassodie colliery and Elgin and Wellwood collieries respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-908 



21st November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on an explosion of blasting gelatine which occurred 

on the 9th November 1893 in the Westfield Limestone mine which caused injury to the miner Thomas McGovern for 

the information of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-909 

22nd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackay of Roughrigg collieries confirming that the working of the Ladygrange 

seam in the no.10 pit of their colliery has commenced. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-910 

22nd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Paul and sons confirming the appointment of Robert Millar as the manager of the 

companies' collieries at Bathgate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-911 

22nd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Leggatt and sons of Thornlee colliery on the subject of Thornlee coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-912 

22nd November 1893 

Plan of the Leavenseat no.2 pit owned by Peter Whitehall and sons signed by J.B. Atkinson which discontinued 

working Leavenseat Limestone on the 29th April 1893 because the Limestone was exhausted to the rise and the 

stone had dipped to an inferior quality. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-903, 3rd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-913 

22nd November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren confirming 

the practice at Fairhill and Fermegair collieries of not weighing all the coal. He suggests that the case should one of 

law only but promises to look up previous correspondence by miners' agents. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-903, 1st letter 

etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that an application from exemption from 2 shafts by 

the no.1 pit at Fairholm colliery should not be granted due to its contravention of  Section 16 of the Coal Mines act 



previously and Mr. Atkinson having received permission to open proceedings against the manager by the Home 

Office on the 16th of November (see NEIMME-JBA-5-898, 2nd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-914 

23rd November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Ltd confirming the appointment of Thomas Crookston as the manager of 

Westrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-915/916 

24th November 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-5-918, 1st letter below) on the 

death of John Nicol. The 35 year old reddsman was injured by a fall of roof stone in a long wall road in the five feet 

seam of the West pit at the Hill of Beath colliery owned by the Fife Coal company on the 20th November 1893 at 

about 7:20a.m. He was taken out of the pit, and died later the same day. After visiting the place of the incident three 

days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no-one could be blamed for the incident, although he points out that the 

oversman/ inspector of the area, William Sharp, should not have allowed the deceased and his fellow reddsman, 

William Hanlon, to enter their area of work the morning of the accident without checking for its safety.  Mr. Sharp 

had inspected said area twice the day before at 10a.m. and 2:45p.m. when nobody had been working there and, on 

the latter occasion, found that a quantity of blaes had fallen onto a side of the road. On the morning of the accident, 

Mr. Sharp, Mr. Hanlon and the deceased descended the shaft together at about 6a.m and while the two reddsmen 

went straight to their area of work, Mr. Sharp examined some other working places before joining them and 

providing a warning about avoiding the fall of blaes. After working in the area for about an hour, the deceased (who 

was the leading man of the operation) was struck by the unexpected fall of the rock, with the uninjured Hanlon and 

Mr. Sharp quickly arriving to help. It was later supposed that the fall of blaes had undermined the support of the rock 

since the fall occurred immediately above where the blaes had fallen. The addition of timber to that area was not 

deemed necessary. Mr. Atkinson added that the two reddsman were practiced miners who would be expected to 

take such precautions should they have deemed them necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-917 

24th November 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-918, 1st letter below) on the 

death of David Fowler. The 15 year old stonepicker was killed by an empty hutch falling on him from the cage of a lift 

used for elevating coals after finishing his shift on the screen of the Dalbeath pit of the Hill of Beath colliery owned 

by the Fife Coal company at about 6:50 p.m on the 22(?)nd November 1893. After visiting the scene of the incident a 

day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the deceased had seemingly no business at the area he was found, having 

finished his shift and not being employed by the company or the contractor Charles Saunders to work there. Mr. 

Atkinson had found, however, that Mr. Saunders sometimes employed such boys from the screen to work there 

after the shift was over. At the time of the accident, the deceased was apparently attempting to remove the empty 

hutch from the cage when the breakerman Robert Cook thought he heard a cry to heave up the cage, and when he 

did so, the empty hutch fell on Mr. Fowler. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-918 

25th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports on the deaths of 

James Nicol and David Fowler (see NEIMME-JBA-5-916/917/918 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Nisbet of Lochgelly colliery confirming that the Little Splint coal had begun to be 

worked in their Lochguard pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-919/920 

25th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him of 

the findings he made that day when he visited Fairhill colliery to follow up on the complaints made against the use of 

standard weight at Fairhill and Fermegair collieries (see NEIMME-JBA-5-913, 1st letter etc.)  He observed the 

following at the no.1 and no.2 pits at the colliery, in the presence of pitheadman Francis McDonald and 

undermanager Robert Wallace in the case of no.1 colliery and pitheadman James McMinn and Mr. Wallace in the 

case of no.2 with the pitheadman always entering the standard weight of 10 cwt- hutches of coal collected by miners 

James Hynd and James Cunningham in the no.1 pit and Hugh Delaney and Charles Dunn in no.2 pit with weights 

above 10cwt not being weighed to their true amount while hutches of coal collected by miners W.C. Reid and Francis 

Keeny in the no.1 pit and William Halliday and Robert Yates in the 2nd pit were reweighed at Mr. Atkinson's request 

and found to contain 11cwt, 10and 3 quarters cwt, 10 and a half cwt and 10 and 3 quarters cwt respectively. Mr. 

Atkinson enquires whether this is enough evidence to begin proceedings and if so that he will continue his enquiries 

at the Fermegair colliery . He also adds that he has enclosed letters of complaint by David Gilmour and R. Smillie 

complaining about the weighing procedure at Fairhill and Fermegair respectively, with the Home Secretary's 

authorization of the proceedings being carried out. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-920A 

25th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Swann of Glenfir collieries confirming the appointment of Robert Weir as the 

manager of Rigside and Glenfir collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-921 

Date unknown 

Notes by J.B. Atkinson (to D. Ross Stewart, see NEIMME-JBA-5-922 below) on amendments to chapter XIV of the 

Instructions to Inspectors under the 1872 act. Mr. Atkinson advises that the acts directly regulating mines are the 

Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887, the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act of 1872, the Metalliferous Mines 

amendment act of 1875, the Slate Mines(Gunpowder) act of 1882 and the Metalliferous Mines (Isle of Man) act of 

1891. After this, Mr. Atkinson lists a number of amendments he deems necessary to the instructions provided in that 

chapter. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-922 

25th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to D. Ross Stewart, advocate, remarking that he has 

looked over his manuscript apertaining to Instructions to Inspectors and has added remarks (see NEIMME-JBA-5-921 

above) and asks him to inform the Secretary of State that incorporating parts of the most recent Instructions given 

would be advantageous. He adds that he could go over the manuscript more carefully if he was provided with an 

extra proof of the manuscript. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that the application by the no.8 pit at Quarter (?) colliery 

for exemption from 2 shafts should not be granted since, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, a second shaft could be added to 

the principal seam in the Splint coal, the principal seam to be worked, quickly (within 2 months) and at no great 

expense to the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-923 

27th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall promising to visit his office to see either Mr. Mungall or the manager about 

their application for exemption for their no.9 pit, arriving at Cowdenbeath New Station the next day at noon. He 

hopes to visit the pit after the meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ferrier and Strain confirming the appointment of Alex Ferguson as the manager of 

Braidenhill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-924 

27th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Miner's Agent, promising to look further into the question of ventilation of 

Shawsburn and Shawsrigg collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company confirming their intention to resume working on 

the Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray seams at Allanton pit and to work the Virgin coal in the no.10 pit at Morningside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-925 

28th November 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Burt of Gilmerton colliery informing him that their conversation regarding signalling 

on and fencing carriage inclines was wrong in assuming the discussed Special Rules were applicable to all inclined 

places and only referred to those inclined planes or shafts from the surface, not applicable in the case of the 

accident they referred to. Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. Burt that he need not carry out the steps they discussed, but that 

he should seek to enforce the use of the appliances he has set up on the inclines to secure the safety of the drawers. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, certifying that a set of Special Rules for the Cowdenbeath no.7 pit  

owned by the Cowdenbeath Coal company is a true copy of the Special Rules which were determined for the mine 

on the 13th September 1893 under the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 for? co-signed by? David Anderson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-925A 

28th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the no.9 

pit at Cowdenbeath colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-5-923, 1st letter) under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act 

providing no more than 20 persons are allowed underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no 

fire is used for ventilating or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible, and the 

exemption is concluded on the 31st May 1894. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone Colliery company confirming that the company has acquired the lease 

for West Glenton colliery formerly owned by James Stewart and have started putting out coal from a mine managed 

by Alex James. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-926 

28th November 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the accident 

to William Swinton by Mr. McLaren and agreeing with his finding that Mr. Swinton contravened Special Rule 38 and 

is the only person who should be charged for said accident. He returns a copy of the Special Rules and a further copy 

which he has certified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Brown confirming the appointment of Matthew Hay as the manager of 

Carmuirs colliery, replacing Mr. A. Ferguson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-927 

30th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren, the assisting Inspector of Mines, on an explosion of 

gelatine dynamite on the 20th November at the no.2 Pony pit at Duminkier (?) colliery which injured the brusher 

George Bruce for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-5-928 (2 pages, the first unnumbered) 

29th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, advising him on his observations regarding the safety of safety lamps and how to 

improve them.  In general, Mr. Atkinson expresses his belief that the existing Rules and Special Rules are sufficient to 

cover the safe conduct of miners in this respect, but that neglect of one area can lead to disaster. Precautions he 

proffers should include preventing a lamp being opened without detection, making it difficult/impossible to open a 

lamp without special appliances, and making sure the flame is extinguished when the lamp is opened. The proposal 

to add a Special Rule concerning safety lamps following recommendations given in a report on an explosion at the 

Herkertohires (?) colliery are considered by Mr. Atkinson, with the idea that a seal being necessary before the use of 

a safety lamp being his best idea of an option. In his opinion, an even better option would be to wait until the 

Inspector's Annual Meeting in February when such a rule could be considered for all the inspection districts and 

could eventually be included in the General Rules the next time the Coal Mines act was amended. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-929 

29th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown informing him that he does not purport to believe that the amount of coal 

dust ordinarily present in the air of a mine is sufficient to cause explosions, but that a cause such as screening, 

hauling coal, walking on a dusty road, shot firing or the disturbance preceding or following an explosion may cause 

accumulated coal dust that has lain without effect for months or years to become dangerous. He adds that he does 

not believe that the air current carries the dust necessary for an explosion, and asks that he be kept informed of 

where and when further tests on dust will take place as he would like to be present when the most extensive take 

place. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-930 

30th November 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking for a three day leave of absence from the 7th of December 1893 and promising 

that adequate arrangements would be made to carry on the necessary work to be done during his absence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-931 

November 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson showing statistics for East Scotland. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-932 

November 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson showing statistics for East Scotland. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-933 

November 1893 

 Plan of East Scotland mines signed by J.B. Atkinson showing the discontinuation of working of the following- Fireclay 

at the surface mine at Roughcastle; Split Coal at the Airdrie Main pit; Ell coal at the reopened no.5 pit at Quarter; 

Main and Bath coals at the no.15 pit at Armadale; Ladygrange coal at the no.10 pit at Roughrigg; Little Splint coal at 

the Melgund pit at Lochgelly; Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray coal at Ailanton and Virgin coal at the no.10 pit at 

Morningside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-934 

Rewriting of NEIMME-JBA-5-933 above. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-935 

November 1893 

Plan of East Scotland mines signed by J.B. Atkinson showing the discontinuation of working Pumpherston Oil Shale at 

the no.2 mine at Roman Camp and Ladygrange coal at the no.5 pit at West Longrigg. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-935A 

2nd December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown providing theories as to how much coal dust needs to be in the air to 

consume all the oxygen to go with Mr. Brown's own from Mr. Galloway, Mr. Brown's committee and Mr. Atkinson's 

own from Volume 14 part 1 page 14 of the Scotch Institute (records).  Mr. Atkinson agrees with Mr. Brown's 

conclusion  that in all cases the amount of dust needed is very small. He does not, however, go along with Mr. 

Brown's other idea that an excess of coal dust can check the extension of an explosion, as he has seen too many 

examples where great distances have been covered despite coal dust being present. The idea that coal dust might 

check primary ignition is worthy of investigation, however, according to Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-936 

2nd December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, asking for further information on the death of 

John Loade (?). The miner had been injured by a fall of stone from the side of the pit at Newbattle colliery where he 

worked on the 3rd November but the injury was not thought serious and was not reported to Mr. Atkinson. 

Subsequently, the deceased passed away of pneumonia in the Infirmary, having never returned to work after the 

accident. Mr. Atkinson asks whether Mr. Stuart can provide any information as to whether the accident caused his 

subsequent death. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him of his visit to Fairhill colliery and his observations of the 

weighing of the standard weight of coal but not the actual weight (see NEIMME-JBA-5-919/920). Mr. Atkinson asks 

Mr. McLaren to visit the Fermgair colliery and take particulars as specified by Mr. Wilson in an enclosed letter as 

soon as the strike is over.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-936A 

2nd December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-936, 2nd letter (Mirror image, written on wrong side) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hunter and company informing him that Mr. McLaren, on visiting their 

colliery on the 29th November 1893, observed that more than 30 persons were employed underground without a 

second shaft or an exemption from having one and no certificated manager running said colliery, contravening 

Sections 16 and 20 of the Coal Mines act. He also noted that the cage at their no.2 pit had no cover, contravening 

General Rule 27. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Hunter to respond to these contraventions, and in the meantime to 

immediately stop working coal in their no.2 pit until a second outlet is provided or exemption from one given. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-937 

2nd December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Cole and Gibb concerning Palther coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, promising to get particulars regarding the 

weighing practices at Fermgair colliery as soon as the current strike has ended (see NEIMME-JBA-5-936 etc.) He also 

adds that the wages lost by a miner if he gathers 11cwt of coal and is only credited with the standard weight of 10 as 

between a penny and a penny and a half per hutch. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-938 

4th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Webster, Inspector of Police at the Fife Constabulary office, informing him that , as 

far as he knows, the storing of oy(?)cite in a mine is not allowed by the Coal Mines act despite no legal decision being 

taken on the matter as far as he knows. Mr. Atkinson concludes that this exclusion is because no explosive should be 

left by its user in the mine when he is not there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Haywood Gas coal company confirming they have confirmed working minerals 

at their no.9 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-939 



4th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Anderson of Cowdenbeath collieries concerning the (death?/ injury to?) William 

Swinton. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Haywood Gas Coal company confirming their intention to reopen their no.4 pit 

to work the Main Coal seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-940 

4th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Wilkie, coalmaster, confirming the abandonment of Domlors colliery on the 15th 

September 1893 and asking that the plan of the workings be sent direct to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-941 

4th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd. confirming the appointment of James Bain as the manager of their 

Motherwell collieries in the room of the late William Waugh. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-942 

5th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, referring to a letter received from a Mr. B. Donaghue concerning deductions for dirt at 

Peutland mines. Mr. Atkinson confirms that he has received no further correspondence on the matter from Mr. 

Donaghue or the mine itself and, despite the deductions, if true, being illegal as defined in the case of Kearney vs. 

the Whitehaven colliery he sees no point in going forward with a prosecution since the matter could be averted by 

another arrangement and the case would be unfair to the colliery who would doubtless not accept such a decision. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-943 

5th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-942. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis of Seafield Works confirming that the Pumpherston Oil company are 

about to reopen their old mine for the Houston coal at Seafield. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-944 



11th December/12th December 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Clements remarking that he was unable to decide the rights or wrongs of the 

dispute between the checkweigher and the manager at Dewshill without further information and asks Mr. Clements 

to update him on the situation. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.S. Cunningham of the Journal office apologising that a prior engagement 

arranged two weeks earlier prevents him from attending the meeting concerning the Mining School at Cowdenbeath 

that coming Tuesday and stating that otherwise he would have been happy to take part in the proceedings. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 12th December, remarking that the application by the 

Alinger(?) mine at Broxburn to be exempt from two shafts under Section 18 (iii) (b) of the Coal Mines act may be 

granted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-945 

11th December/12th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, agreeing that the Fairhill colliery evidence is 

sufficient to test a case concerning the use of standard weights in the checkweigher case (See NEIMME-JBA-5-937, 

2nd letter etc.)  He adds that he does not know the particulars of the possible expenses involved in setting up the 

case, and advises Mr. Wilson that if he has any particular concerns to bring it up before the Lord Advocate or in a 

letter Mr. Atkinson could forward to the Home Office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Lammie and son enclosing the plumber's account they wanted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-946 

11th December/12th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown explaining why  he thinks their calculations regarding coal dust differ, 

saying that his calculations are based on tests made by Lishenan (?) and Bill at Eppleton. He also remarks on his 

belief that excess coal dust does not check an explosion but rather that it is limited by the amount of air that the air 

road could contain, citing an explosion at Camerton near Bristol caused by a shot, where firedamp was unknown but 

the explosion extended 1500 yards. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 12th December, enclosing a report 

on the death of William King by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-947 

11th December 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Watson and company confirming that the company has stopped a trial pit on 

Shieldhill farm in Carluke and filled it with debris. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the no.2 pit at  Shawsrigg colliery to 

be exempt from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act, providing that no more than 20 persons are 

employed underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for 

ventilating or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 

31st March 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-948 

13th December 1893 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour of Peutland Oil works remarking that he is visiting the mines on 16th 

December to discuss the deductions dispute and that he has written to the Justicemen about it. 

The second letter from J.B. Atkinson to B. Donoghue reporting that he plans to visit the Peutland mines on Saturday 

16th December at about 10:30 a.m. and that he hopes to see Mr. Donoghue and his fellow Justicemen to discuss the 

deductions dispute (See letter above). 

The third letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, returning a complaint and a letter 

concerning John Grant sent by Mr. Wilson and that any day after the next Wednesday would be convenient for Mr. 

Atkinson and Mr. McLaren to attend the trial. Mr. Atkinson adds that he considers a fine of £5 will be sufficient for 

the purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-949 

13th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Robert Love 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Ferguson of Benarty colliery confirming that the output at Lochore East mine has 

been resumed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-950 

13th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Ross apologising for the fact that he cannot advise Mr. Ross regarding the death 

of James Skimmers, since it is a civil action arising out of a mining accident and his instructions are not to interfere in 

such cases. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell to advise him on what grounds Robert Templeton, the checkweigher at 

Dewshill colliery, was not allowed to resume his duties after the recent strike by Mr. Smillie, the pit manager. Mr. 



Atkinson reports Mr. Templeton's contention that his reelection was unnecessary since the men were never 

dismissed and some worked throughout the strike. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-951 

13th December 1893 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-5-953, 2nd letter) on the death of 

Thomas Jelly. The bottomer, of about 70 years of age,  disappeared on the 14th November 1893 after going in the 

direction of a ventilating furnace from the pit bottom of the no.2 pit at Rigg colliery at about 9am.  After a prolonged 

search, he was finally found on the 2nd December on the old road by the miner Patrick Molloy. Mr. Atkinson visited 

the pit twice, once eight days after the disappearance and then two days after the discovery of the body and 

concluded that there was no breach of the Coal Mines act as far as he could see despite there being no obvious 

reason for the deceased to be close to the furnace where he was found as he had no duties there. Mr. Atkinson 

added that he did not know how the deceased got to his place of death. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-952 

13th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, advising him that the test case he authorized concerning the practise of mine owners to 

not allow hutches to be properly weighed past the standard weight is going ahead, but that the question of expenses 

has been raised by the procurator fiscal and the crown agent involved (see NEIMME-JBA-5-945, 1st letter etc.) Mr. 

Atkinson encloses letters in which the subject is broached, and asks Mr. Asquith for instructions on the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-953 

13th December 1893 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-952. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Jelly (See NEIMME-JBA-5-951). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that he has forwarded Mr. 

Wilson's letter concerning standard weight at Fairhill colliery to the Home Office and asked for instructions (See 

NEIMME-JBA-5-952 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-954 

18th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Resident Physician at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary asking for his opinion as to whether 

two miners that have recently died in Edinburgh- William Swinton of Cowdenbeath colliery and John Lowe of 

Newbattle colliery- were killed by injuries they sustained in mine accidents or natural causes. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-955 

16th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Simpson by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Templeton, checkweigher, remarking that after visiting Mr. Russell and speaking 

to him concerning Mr. Templeton's contention that Mr. Smillie had refused to allow him to resume his duties after 

the strike, he had been told that Mr. Smillie had denied he had refused him to Mr. Russell. (See NEIMME-JBA-5-950, 

2nd letter) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-956/957/958 

16th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, responding to the question of deductions made to miners as made in the Coal Mines 

Regulation act of 1887 and as pointed out in the case brought before the Court of Appeal Harvey vs. the Whitehaven 

colliery. Mr. Atkinson makes it clear that he thinks far too much of his time is taken up by disputes relating to such 

cases, and that although miners seem to place great store on the clauses he does not see them as particularly 

important and that little hardship is created by the usually small amounts involved. Mr. Atkinson also points out that 

miners are liable to abuse this right by adding dirt to the weight of hutches, causing owners undue expense which 

Mr. Atkinson believes the miners involved should be fined for. If the owner could fine or dismiss miners who abuse 

their hutches in this way repeatedly, then Mr. Atkinson believes the owners would be forced to consider paying the 

correct amount for coal and be correct under the letter of the law. As for miners complaints against capricious 

changes in the scales of deductions, Mr. Atkinson finds they have even less cause for complaint. The scales, Mr. 

Atkinson believes, should always be set by the owners and managers and are virtually a part of the miner's contract 

of service and consultation is not necessary. Government intervention in this would be problematic according to Mr. 

Atkinson, although a period could in theory be made into law between which no change could be made after change 

of this sort. The miners only choice would then be to comply or down tools and protest. The proviso in Section 12(i) 

of the act concerning a third party arbitrating in case of disagreement seems only to Mr. Atkinson to refer to modes 

of determining dirt rather than the right to arbitration as seen by some checkweighers. (See NEIMME-JBA-5-942 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-959 

16th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

principal Secretary of State, commenting on the latest state of affairs regarding the Peutland mines and their scale of 

deductions for dirt (See NEIMME-JBA-5 956/957/958 above etc.) He remarks that the previous state of affairs 

concerning the verbal agreement to only check one hutch in ten has been changed to checking every hutch, a tactic 

made explicit to the pitheadmen and then the miners by verbal means after the  two week closure in April along 

with a warning of stringent measures being taken against those who brought dirt up with their coal/minerals. Mr. 

Atkinson also reports from a meeting held that day in which the managers and checkweighers discussed the matter 

with the result that Mr. Atkinson now believes there will be no more heard about the problem. He concludes that if 



the miners still aren't satisfied they should apply for a modification of their present scale, with the manager 

intimating he would be pleased to meet with a delegation to discuss this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-960 

16th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, responding to a letter referring to a proposed draft (?) of a Mines Regulation bill. Mr. 

Atkinson's principal reservation is that the method of payment whereby miners working in metalliferous veins of 

lead ore ( of which there is only one mine in Mr. Atkinson's area) may be disturbed by Section 11(i) of the bill. Mr. 

Atkinson expresses his belief that the present system works well, and his belief that the method of payment by cubic 

measure of coal worked has been judged illegal by the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-961 

16th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson promising to look further into the ventilation of the no.2 pit at 

Caldercrinx(?) and the practice of descending by traps at Drumclair colliery before inspection by some of the men. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons confirming that they have discontinued working the slaty-

band ironstone in their Staurigg pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-962 

16th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Turnbull of Shotts Stone company returning a Home office memorandum relating 

to their new proposed Special Rules and copies of a circular letter relating to these rules as well as those currently in 

place. He also asks that Mr. Turnbull writes direct to the Home Office to tell them that the Special Rules have not 

been recorded. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons of Staurigg colliery confirming that they have begun to work 

their no.1 and 3 pits at Whiterigg. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-963 

16th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M. W. Brown, promising that the question of examination boards will be brought up at 

the next meeting and the results communicated to him. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to L. Liddell asking him to consider the provisions of the Coal Mines act if it is true that 

their Normand(?) oil shale mines have been abandoned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-964 

16th December 1893 

Questionnaire answered by J(ames) B(oland) Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, - questions not supplied- 

referring to a fainting fit 20 years previously and a comment remarking on non-payment of a sort of insurance. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-965 

16th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Ross advising him that Mining Inspectors do not hold communications with either 

side if there is a civil suit regarding a mining incident, so his desire to correspond with Mr. Johnstone concerning the 

death of James Skinners (?) will not be granted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-966 

18th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, asking him for his opinion regarding 

the death of William Burniston. The deceased died at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary at the beginning of December, 

having been involved in an accident at Cowdenbeath colliery on 13th November involving a fire-damp explosion. The 

colliery reported to him that their doctor believed his death was due to heart failure caused by a natural weakness 

he had there. Mr. Atkinson asks whether Mr. Mac Farlane believes the death to have been caused by the accident or 

not. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-967 

21st December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, advising him that he has received two letters objecting to the proposed new Special 

Rules from the agent of the Newbattle collieries and from the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company. As these letters 

constitute an appeal to arbitration, the new Special Rules will be withdrawn as was agreed at a meeting at the Home 

Office on the 19th December until the objecting owners have taken part in a conference to attempt to avoid the 

need for arbitration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-968 

21st December 1893 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall thanking him for a letter concerning fishing on Lord Moray's water at 

Callender. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Frew and company confirming the company's plan to sink a shaft to the Splint 

coal near their brickworks and asking that they apply direct to the Secretary of State for exemption for 2 shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-969 

21st December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Morison of Newbattle collieries informing him that the proposed Special Rules at 

the collieries will be withdrawn until a conference is held in the new year, the date of which will be forwarded to him 

(see NEIMME-JBA-5-967) Mr. Atkinson expresses his hope that this conference will sort out the problems without 

having to resort to arbitration. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Eaglesham of Saline colliery confirming that a pit has been sunk at the 

colliery to the Lochgelly Splint and Parrot seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-970 

21st December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company informing them that their proposed Special 

Rules will be withdrawn until a conference is held in the new year that will hopefully iron out any problems without 

the need for arbitration (see NEIMME-JBA-5-969, 1st letter above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hunter and company confirming the appointment of David Jackson as the 

manager of their Sheardrigg(?) colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-971 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell, coalmaster,and company advising them that the exemption from 2 shafts 

at their Eardwood colliery has now expired and that if they are still working with only one shaft they are 

contravening the law. Mr. Atkinson adds that they can apply for an extension of their exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren advising him that he knows of no changes regarding the procurator 

fiscal and asking him to send (them?) the usual forms and letters. He also notes that the new Special Rules have 

been withdrawn pending a new year conference to iron out problems (see NEIMME-JBA-5-970, 1st letter etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Aiken confirming receipt of his letter concerning the new Special Rules and 

promising to discuss his proposed draft of modified rules with Mr. Ronaldson. He also informs him that he has 

advised the Niddrie and Beuhar colliery and Mr. Morrison of Newbattle collieries, who both objected to the new 

Special Rules, that they have been withdrawn until a conference in the new year designed to iron out the problems 



(see letter above, etc.) Mr. Atkinson adds that he supposes that the objectors will be guided by the decision made by 

Mr. Aiken's committee. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-972 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to return papers on weighing clauses either through the post 

or personally and also to send on his short accounts of the following fatal accidents for the report as soon as 

possible- Loanhead, on 13th February; Newbattle, on the 7th April; Coltness, on the 24th April; Lochgelly, on the 

16th May; Cardenden(?), on the 18th May; Dysart, on the 23rd May; Muiredge, on the 8th June; Springbank, on the 

23rd June; Kirreids(?), on the 15th October and North Ferngairs on the 27th November. He also asks for Mr. 

Johnstone's opinion on the death of the bottomer at Rigg colliery and whether it should be included on the fatal 

accident list. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that the application for exemption from using gunpowder 

in cartridges at Bedding colliery be granted since the colliery is free from fire-damp and coal dust. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-973 

22nd December/23rd December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

John Penman by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson, dated 23rd December, apologising for not writing sooner about the 

withdrawal of the new Special Rules after an arrangement made with Sir G. Lushington. He also informs him of Mr. 

Aiken's letter saying that he would inform him when the next meeting will take place by his committee and asking 

Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Ronaldson to send a draft of revised Rules which could be recommended for acceptance. (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-971, 3rd letter etc.) He asks if a meeting could be held the next night to discuss the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-974/975 

23rd December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State,on the subject of the draft of a proposed new Metalliferous Mines bill. Mr. Atkinson 

considers three points made in the memorandum- the securing of the soundness and safety of winding ropes, the 

securing by proper inspection of working places the safety of workers from falls of roof and such problems and the 

expediency of prohibiting the unramming of a shot other than those shots made of gunpowder. In the matter of the 

first, Mr. Atkinson advises that winding ropes should be oiled to preserve them from rust and corrosion and also 

wear to a certain extent. He adds that resocketing or renewing the point of attachment from the rope to the cage is 

necessary every few months and the drums or pulleys should be kept  at a sufficient diameter.  He also suggests that 

a maximum life of a winding rope might be established, a ratio might be laid down between the working load and 

the bucking strain of winding ropes and that counterbalancing apparatus can lessen the strain on a lift and preserve 

a rope for longer. Making compulsory the testing of a position of a new rope is also considered. Mr. Atkinson also 

describes the four kinds of winding ropes currently in use- round and flat wire and round and flat hemp, although 



adds that the vast majority are round wire. He argues that daily examination to detect broken wires and ordinary 

wear is already noted in the previous bill. Mr. Atkinson concludes that there have been no fatal accidents caused by 

the breaking of a winding rope in his district for five years. In the matter of the second, Mr. Atkinson argues that if 

the provisions provided in the Coal Mines act were applied to metalliferous mines adequate inspection to prevent 

such accidents would occur. As to the third, Mr. Atkinson remarks that he can see that leaving a shot stemmed and 

unfired might be dangerous with the possibility of it exploding unexpectedly but adds that the presence of the 

detonating cap adds danger to the proposed alternative to unramming. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-976 

23rd December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-5-974/975. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. D.C. Bremner, home surgeon of the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, thanking him 

for providing information on the cause of death of William Swinton. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-954) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-977 

23rd December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, advising him that it may be best to limit the 

charge against Fairhill colliery to refusing to weigh correctly and refusing to allow the checkweigher to gauge the 

actual weight and not to add the charge against refusing to pay for the actual weight (see NEIMME-JBA-5-952 etc.) 

Mr. Atkinson promises to visit Fairhill colliery again and get the necessary particulars in the presence of the 

checkweigher. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-978 

24th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson returning enclosures from a letter by him. Mr. Atkinson thinks that 

this letter should be sent and adds a proposed addition to the effect that although the pits involved were dry and 

dusty and free from fire-damp, the fact that there had never been an explosion in any of them this does not entirely 

rule out the possibility that an explosion can be caused solely by coal dust despite the objections of the local mine 

managers, as the Camerton explosion had shown. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-979 

25th December 1893 

Letter from J. B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour telling him of his proposed visit to Fairhill colliery on the 27th December to 

study the weighing of hutches in the company of the checkweigher to support a charge that the checkweigher is not 

allowed to ascertain the correct weight of the hutches (see NEIMME-JBA-5-977 etc.) He also asks whether Mr. 

Gilmour will be on duty at 11a.m, the time of his proposed visit. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-5-980 

1st January 1894 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, asking him to 

fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated in his 

district over the past year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to J.W. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, asking him to fill 

in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated in his 

district over the past year. (see letter above) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, asking him to fill 

in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated in his 

district over the past year. (see letters above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-981 

1st January 1894 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, 

asking him to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been 

initiated in his district over the past year. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-980 above) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, asking 

him to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated 

in his district over the past year. (see letter above etc.) 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, asking 

him to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated 

in his district over the past year (see letters above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-982 

1st January 1894 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to T. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, asking him to 

fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated in the 

past year. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-981 above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Norman MacWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, asking 

him to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Caol Mines Regulation act that have been initiated 

in the past year. (see letter above etc.) 



The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to A.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, asking him 

to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that have been initiated in 

the past year. (see letters above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-983 

26th December 1893/ 1st January 1894 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Patrick 

Clarke by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application from exemption from 2 shafts by the 

no.2 pit at the Fifeshire main colliery  under the Coal Mines act Section 18 (iii) (a) providing not more than 20 people 

are employed underground in connection with the single shaft at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on the 30th June 1894. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to Robert Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 1st 

January, asking him to fill in an enclosed form and list any prosecutions under the Coal Mines Regulation act that 

have been initiated over the past year (see NEIMME-JBA-5-982 inclusive etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-984 

26th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State, asking him for permission to begin proceedings against Mr. Dick, the manager of 

Knownoblehill colliery for working his Main Coal seam with only one shaft contravening Section 16 of the Coal Mines 

Regulation act of 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-985 

26th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company proposing that it would be desirable to have 

representatives of the Mid and East Lothian coal Masters present at any meeting concerning the proposed new 

Special Rules and asks for the company to arrange this. He also asks that they let the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal 

company and Mr. Morison of Newbattle collieries know when the first of these meetings are to take place (see 

NEIMME-JBA-5-973, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to prepare a report for the procurator fiscal concerning 

the working of the Main Coal seam of Knownoblehill colliery with only one shaft (see NEIMME-JBA-5-984 above) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-986 

27th December 1893 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Samuel Ritchie and company concerning North Greengairs coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Samuel Ritchie and company advising them that he is returning their copy of the 

abstract of the Coal Mines act since it is not required but that another copy of their Special Rules is required to go 

with the one they have already sent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-987 

27th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns Aiken and company proposing that he and Mr. Ronaldson meet with the 

company on the 8th January to discuss the meeting concerning the new Special Rules while reiterating his belief that 

it would be best for the owners of the Mid and East Lothian mines present at the meeting(s) to try and persuade 

them to take up the proposed changes and maybe even agree to replace their present code in favour of that in force 

over the majority of Scotland. He also mentions that the Armiston and Elphingstone collieries have been made 

aware of the objection to the Rules. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-985, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Beveridge informing him of his proposed visit to his mines following up the 

accident to William McBrians and asking for a locomotive to pick him up from Linlithgow station the next day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-988 

27th December 1893 

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Slamannan Mine no.1 at Arnloss owned by William Wilkie in which the Splint and 

Coxrod coal seam were discontinued in February 1892 due to their being unprofitable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-989 

27th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Foremount Terrace, Glasgow, to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, regarding the 

Fairhill colliery weighing case. Mr. Atkinson informs him that his letter prevented him bringing Mr. McLaren along 

with him when he recently visited the colliery, but adds that since the checkweigher, pitheadsman and 

undermanager were present at the time the particulars he gathered should not be given any doubt and the fact that 

the weight was not taken over the standard of 10cwt could not be disputed. Despite arguing that the correct 

weighing of hutches was merely a 'sentimental' matter for the miners, Mr. Atkinson adds that it is a right embodied 

in the Mines act and allows at the very least to see how much he is losing by overfilling the hutches and change 

accordingly or suing the the company involved for the withheld weight. If the case is won for correct weighing, Mr. 

Atkinson adds that he believes the practice of having a standard weight will be abolished. He concludes that his case 

only concerns the 2nd pit at Fairhill as the 1st has no checkweigher and that the complaint should be that the coal is 

not being truly weighed nor the checkweigher allowed the facilities to do so. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-979 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-990 



Date unknown (27th December, part of NEIMME-JBA-5-989 above?)/28th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first a report by J.B. Atkinson on his visit to the Fairhill colliery concerning the Standard Weight problem. Mr. 

Atkinson observed four hutches of coal, the first two worked by Thomas Chambers and Robert Syme were observed 

to contain more than 10 cwt but were not weighed to the exact amount while the second two worked by William 

Halliday and Buchan Littlejohn were observed to contain more than 10 cwt and on Mr. Atkinson's request were 

accurately weighed and found to contain 10 and a half cwt and 10 and three quarters cwt respectively. All four were 

marked in the book as weighing 10 cwt. The observations were attended by Mr. Atkinson, James McMinn, the 

pitheadman, Robert Wallace, the undermanager and David Gilmour the checkweigher. (see NEIMME-JBA-5-989 

above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood informing him that since the Special Rules he objects to have been 

withdrawn for the time being he need not make a formal complaint against them (see NEIMME-JBA-5-987, 1st letter 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-991 

28th December 1893 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd confirming the appointment of Thomas Stevenson as the manager of 

the company's Briscoehill(?) and Lodge collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-992 

28th December 1893 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by Rowyards Brickworks pit for exemption 

from two shafts, the exemption lasting until the 30th June 1894. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell of West Longrigg collieries confirming that the Splint coal in the 

no.2 pit at Drumbow has been discontinued and that the pit has been stopped altogether. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-5-993 

Blank page. 

 


