NEIMME-JBA-6
NEIMME-JBA-6-1
29th December 1893
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State,
Whitehall, informing him of an accident to William Main, a miner at the Limefield no.33 Oil Shale mine owned by
Young's Paraffin, Light and Mineral Oil Company for the information of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. The 15
year old was injured on his left hand when a detonating cap exploded. The injured party had picked up the
detonating cap which had been left by some miners who had prepared a shot which had missed fire. After the shot
missed, the miners extracted the charge and replaced it with another without stemming the hole fixing it with
another detonating cap, leaving the original near the place they kept their explosives. Noticing this, Mr. Main took
the cap and proceeded to pick at it with a sharp instrument whereupon it exploded.

NEIMME-JBA-6-2
29th December/30th December 1893
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Pumpherston Oil Company,Seafield Works, Bathgate, confirming their
abandonment of the Houston coal at their Seafield Works.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Thomson, miner, Falkirk, dated 30th December, confirming the receipt of
Mr. Thomson's letter concerning his accident at Mannebrigg colliery but advising him that he cannot comment on
how much compensation he believes would be appropriate and should consult a writer.

NEIMME-JBA-6-3
December 1893
Plan for East Scotland mines signed by J.B. Atkinson confirming the (abandonment?) of the main coal seam at the
No.4 pit at Haywood colliery; the Houston coal seam at the day mine at Seafield colliery; the Gas coal seam at the
East day mine at Lochore colliery; the coal seams at the nos. 1 and 3 pits at Whiterigg colliery; the Splint coal seam in
the pit at Ranyards Brick works and the Lochgelly Splint and Parrot coal seam at the pit at Saline colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-4
December 1893
Plan for East Scotland mines signed by J.B. Atkinson confirming the (abandonment?) of the Gas coal seam at the no.9
pit at Haywood colliery; the Houston coal seam at the Seafield day mine; the coal seam at the Shieldhill brick (?) pit;
the slatyband Houstons (sic) at the Staurigg pit; the oil shale seams at the Hermand oil shale mines and the Splint
coal seam at the Drumbow colliery no.2 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-5

December 1893
Plan for East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-6
December 1893
Plan for East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-7
31st December 1893/ 2nd January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson asking him for his opinion as to whether to include notes on three
cases in his list of total accidents- a miner whose leg was broken on the 23rd February 1893 and died on 16th April
due to congestion of the lungs, a 68 year old bottomer who went missing in a mine on the 14th November and
wasn't found until 2nd December, with the post mortem suggesting that the deceased had heart disease and had
gotlost, crawled into a low passage and died and a miner whose arm injury was considered slight but who died of
pneumonia after leaving the hospital.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H. Mungall, Cowdenbeath, promising to visit Cowdenbeath the next
Friday concerning the case of (the death of?) Merryton Hunter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-8
4th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's principal Secretary of
State, Whitehall, returning a copy of the summaries for 1892 with a list of figures as to fatal accidents for 1893 filled
in.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, proposing a visit by himself and Mr.
Ronaldson to the company's office on the 8th January to discuss their proposed new Special Rules.

NEIMME-JBA-6-9
4th January/5th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson giving his opinion that an accident referred to in his enclosed
papers should be included (in a list?) and that a staple(stable?) accident should be classed as 'in shafts'.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman, Stoneacre, asking him if it is possible to renew a subscription to,
and send on copies that have not arrived, of the Transactions to Gavin R. Green of the Freemans Coal company at
Abbotsford colliery near Dunedin in New Zealand. Mr. Atkinson explains that Mr. Green has sent him a letter that
promises to send his new subscription on receipt of the missing parts and also expresses his desire to become a
Federated member, and that he does not think that they should be unduly harsh to their 'distant' members for late
payments, etc.

NEIMME-JBA-6-10
5th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to begin proceedings against Alexander Rigg, the manager of Mannebrigg
colliery for failing to fence off the entrance to the Mill Coal seam of the no.1 pit at the colliery on the 13th November
1893 and therefore breaching General Rule 10, Section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. The failure to do so
led to the injury of the roadsman James Thomson who fell down the pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-11
5th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ronaldson, Mining Inspector, confirming that he has sent on a copy of the Rules
without modifications to Burns, Aiken and Co. bar the eliminating of the word 'possible' in the first rule which he
thought had been agreed (see NEIMME-JBA-6-8, 2nd letter). He also apologises for missing a golf game due to the
weather.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, enclosing a copy of the New Special Rules with
modifications made to meet certain objections and now submitted for the consideration of the Coalmasters
Committee by himself and Mr. Ronaldson (see above letter, etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-12
6th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.T. Clifford of the Law Accident company,etc. disagreeing with some of the terms
proposed in answer to his proposal to insure against accidents with the company. Mr. Atkinson suggests that Mr.
Clifford's idea that mining inspectors add any extra risk which would require an extra premium or lessening of the
payments to be made cannot be proved.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Morton of Fordell colliery,Fife, confirming that the company has begun to
work a small area of coal in the Lochgelly Splint and five feet seam of coal in their no.4 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-13

6th January 1894(/6th February?)
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the
no.5 pit at Knownoblehill colliery and suggesting the manager Mr. Dick is guilty of working the pit in contravention of
Section 16 of the Coal Mines act. He asks Mr. Lindsay to take the necessary steps to bring the matter to the attention
of the Sheriff, since he has obtained consent from the Home Secretary to begin proceedings against the manager.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin of Niddrie collieries,Portobello,confirming the appointment of James
Dunn as the under-manager of the no.11 pit at the colliery in place of David Archibald.

NEIMME-JBA-6-14
6th January/8th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Morton of Fordell colliery,Fife, confirming that the winding of the coal in the Lady
Ann Pit shaft at the colliery has been discontinued for the time being.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell,Hamilton, dated 8th January, asking to meet with Mr. Dalyell at
Hamilton on the 10th January to travel to Auchenheath and discuss his proposed exemptions for the no.1 and 2 pits
at Gairdwood.

NEIMME-JBA- 6-15
6th January/8th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company, Airdrie, confirming that the company has ceased to work
the Lower Drumgray seam in their no.4 pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin R. Green, Abbotsford colliery, Fife, assuring him that he will receive the
Transactions he has asked for, and suggesting that it is a good idea to become a federated member (see NEIMMEJBA-6-9, 2nd letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-16/17/18/19
6th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, confirming his receipt of a memorandum connected with the regulation of coal mines and a copy of
a proposed bill amending the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887. He goes on to make various comments on the
proposed amendments: suggesting among other things that the interference of a mine owner in the choice of a
checkweigher should be made illegal as it will undermine the confidence of the miners; laws concerning safety lamps
should be stricter; timber should be provided by owners in working places, with the various alternatives provided
being struck out; guides should not be made compulsory in sinking pits; abandoned shafts should be filled up
wherever possible; no more restriction of gunpowder is needed in his district; mineral oil should be available to use

in mines but should not be stored in them; the position of under-manager should be abolished or made clearer as to
its duties; a checkweigher should not interfere with any aspect of mining other than his duties allow; the keeping of
books would be made almost impossible in some mines due to the damp and the placing of refuge holes should not
be as prolific as suggested in the amendment.

NEIMME-JBA-6-20
8th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall,replying to a previous letter by saying that there has only been one fatal accident in the district
coming into no.10 (?) and that that accident occurred during the 7th hour of the shift and adding that the summaries
for 1892 have been returned.

NEIMME-JBA-6-21
9th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer,Uddingston, confirming that Mauldslie pit and Stavenhouse nos 1 and 2 pits will
be renamed Law pits nos. 5,3 and 4 respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-22
9th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Houston of Netherton Lime Works, Lesmahagow, confirming that the works have
stopped working coal applying to the Face Gas Coal Workings that come under the Coal Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-23
9th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Houston of Netherton Lime Works,Lesmahagow, confirming that the Works
ceased working on the 15th May 1893.

NEIMME-JBA-6-24
10th January 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Farmer, colliery manager,Newmains, professing that he does not know under
what circumstances a David Gray received a manager's certificate although supposing it was an examination, the
examiners would be responsible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming that he has received a letter from
the Home Secretary concerning the Fairhill Weighing case and can see no reason why its reference to expenses will

not be satisfactory. He adds that the weeks beginning the 5th and 19th February will not be suitable for him
attending the trial.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Ellis of Seafield mines, confirming that the previous plan of the Houston coal
mines will be sufficient since there have been no new workings driven.

NEIMME-JBA-6-25
10th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that a further exemption from 2 shafts applied for by the
no.2 pit at Garrelwood colliery need not be granted as a second shaft is almost complete there.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons at Lethallen colliery,St. Andrews, confirming their
discontinuation of the black or cherry coal in their no.1 Main Splint pit on the 13th November 1893.

NEIMME-JBA-6-26
10th January/12th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the the exemption from 2 shafts at the no.1 pit at
Garrelwood under Section 18 (ii) (?).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming that the company have
abandoned their trial pit at Airdriemain Drumclair colliery and their Airdriemain pit at the colliery also.

NEIMME-JBA-6-27
12th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking him to insert an enclosed plan into the text of his Annual Report.

NEIMME-JBA-6-28
12th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Cole and Gibb at Palther colliery, Wishaw, on the subject of Palther Coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-29
12th January 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Dalkeith, notifying him that Mr. Johnstone will visit Mr. Waldie's pit at
Froment again to ascertain the safety of its lower seam for miners after a fire despite it not being usual for
inspectors to certify as to the safety of any mine.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow,Leven, confirming the appointment of David Beveridge as the
under-manager of the nos. 4 and 5 pits at Kelty colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-30
12th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, asking for the number of
candidates and the number who passed their first and second class certificates at the last examination and the full
name of the appointed examiner, Mr. Ormston.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Doctor L. Becker of the Glasgow Observatory asking him to fill in the height of the
barometer and whether it was rising or falling at the times of the explosions described in an enclosed table as he had
done the year previously.

NEIMME-JBA-6-31
13th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, hoping that the evidence he has acquired
concerning the Fairhill weighing case is enough for him to frame a complaint. The refusal to allow a checkweigher to
truly weigh a hutches weight in minerals is clearly against the law, Mr. Atkinson argues, even if the men themselves
seem satisfied with the current system of a given weight allowed for all hutches. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-24, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Eastern Packing Case company, pointing out that they have sent their letter to
the wrong person and should forward it to the Inspector of Factories. Mr. Atkinson adds that he has received a
number of such letters and can only assume that a directory has erroneously described him as being responsible for
factories also. He promises to look into the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-32
13th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, remarking that a prosecution should be brought
against Alexander Rigg under General Rule 19 of the Coal mines act for an accident despite the fact that the Mill coal
had lain idle for a number of years and it having occurred to a member of an exploring party, the accident having
occurred at an entrance between the top and bottom of a working ventilating/pumping shaft. Mr. Atkinson adds
that he has received permission for such a prosecution from the Secretary of State, despite it not being strictly
necessary and that if it is necessary for him to be present at a trial that the occasion not be scheduled on the weeks
beginning the 5th and 19th February. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-24, 2nd letter)

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Clements, miners agent,Airdrie, promising to look further into the lack of facilities
provided for the checkweigher William McCracken at the no.2 pit at Dunsyston colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-33
13th January 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-34, 2nd letter below) on the
death of Mary Ann Hunter. The 18 year old pithead worker employed by the Cowdenbeath Coal company was
injured at their Fulford pit when she was crushed between a cage and pithead plates at about 1p.m. on the 30th
December 1893. She never regained consciousness and died six hours later. After visiting the scene six days later,
Mr. Atkinson concluded that the deceased had been reckless in trying to remove some coal from an otherwise
empty hutch after her colleague Mary Ann Drysdale had signalled to the engineman below to lower the cage. As she
attempted to remove the coal, the deceased was struck by the top deck as it lowered causing her to fall into the
empty hutch on the bottom deck, jamming her head between the cage and flat sheets. When Ms. Drysdale heard
the deceased's cry and saw what had happened she cried to the engineman to raise the cage and the pitheadman
Robert Shand who was in his cabin not far away on the opposite side of the shaft came out with the justiceman John
Young and drew the hatch off the cage.

NEIMME-JBA-6-34
13th January 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-33.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of Mary Ann Hunter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-33 above) and apologising for believing he had already sent it to him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-35
15th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, confirming the renaming of the Gillhead pit as the no.2 pit at Law
colliery and that a blind pit is being sunk at the no.1 pit at Shawfield colliery from the Splint to the Virtuewell coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-36
15th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company,Glasgow, confirming their discontinuation of the
workings in their no. 10 pit at Boghead colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-37
15th January 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackay of Roughrigg collieries,Longriggend, confirming that they have begun
working an outlet shaft to Ladygrange coal at their no.10 pit at Roughrigg.

NEIMME-JBA-6-38
16th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, responding to a letter about the Fairhill weighing
case. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-31,1st letter) He reiterates that he thinks that the evidence acquired is enough to begin
proceedings against them adding that if he was present, it would be more probable that the company would agree
to truly weigh the hutches or even to break the law by not truly weighing them- the problems occurring when there
is no Inspector present. Mr. Atkinson promises to take responsibility for the case's success or failure.

NEIMME-JBA-6-39
17th January/18th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, remarking that he believes that the complaint
against Robert Dick of Knownoblehill colliery is a good one, and that he should probably be fined £5. Mr. Atkinson
adds that he believes that Mr. Dick knew that coal was workable in the field concerned, despite only testing(?) one
shaft and that the only question was whether the coal was profitable or not. He also asks for that year's list of
prosecutions from Mr. Wilson.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Faulds and Gibson, (under?)writers,Glasgow, dated 18th January, remarking
that their plan to meet with Mr. Atkinson about the accident at Pumpherston mines will not be possible if it concerns
compensation as he makes it a rule not to communicate with either side on such matters.

NEIMME-JBA-6-40
18th January/19th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and company,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of John Wardrop as
the manager of Garrelwood colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to David McCann, checkweigher, Woodside colliery,Netherburn, dated 19th January,
promising that Mr. Johnstone will visit the colliery either the next day or sometime in the next week to investigate
the tareing of the hutches and the employment of women at night.

NEIMME-JBA-6-41
19th January 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of a Linlithgow pit, owned by the Broxburn Oil company in which the
Drumshoreland/Pumpherston shales have been discontinued since the 2nd October 1893.

NEIMME-JBA-6-42
19th January 1894
Plan of the Roman pit no.2 at Uphall owned by the Broxburn Oil company, signed by J.B. Atkinson, in which the
Drumshoreland or Pumpherston Oil shales were discontinued on the 2nd October 1893 because the oil shale was
not required at that time. (copy of NEIMME-JBA-6-41 above?)

NEIMME-JBA-6-43
19th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, checkweigher,Hamilton, asking him to carry out further procedures at Fairhill
colliery in which he and a miner witness ask the pitheadman to weigh three loaded hutches weighing more than 10
cwt to their true weight by request of the procurator fiscal R. Wilson to try and further prove that the colliery does
not allow this practice (see NEIMME-JBA-6-38 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-44
19th January/20th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Ormiston Station colliery,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of John
McWer as the under-manager of Laireyfield colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 20th January, asking him to add the
case against Mr. Mowat of Dunsyston colliery to his list of convictions under the Coal Mines act, enclosing a form to
do so.

NEIMME-JBA-6-45
20th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Baldie of Baldestard colliery, Fife, promising to enquire into the matters he has
raised regarding the colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company,Glasgow,confirming the appointment of William
Torrence as the undermanager of the no.33 pit at Ingliston replacing Richard Sneddon.

NEIMME-JBA-6-46
23rd January/24th January 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Watson and company,Lanark, confirming receipt of a plan of Shieldhill pit and
asking for it to be sent to the Secretary of State. He also remarks that there are some problems with the figures
regarding the section of the pit which does not add up.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 24th January, promising to attend
court on the 2nd (February) with Mr. Johnstone concerning the complaint against Robert Dick. He advises that the
undermanager Mr. Sneddon should be called as a witness and Mr. Johnstone can testify as to twice witnessing coal
being worked in the ordinary way but only approximately estimate the quantity put out during the period involved.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 24th January, enclosing returns and suggesting that they meet on
the night of the 29th January to go over them since he will not be available on the Saturday night (the 27th January).

NEIMME-JBA-6-47
24th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Barnes
by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Greyrigg Coal company, Falkirk, confirming that they have started their no.1 pit
at Greyrigg and have also started a crosscut mine to Bathgate main and Ball coals.

NEIMME-JBA-6-48
25th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Eaglesham asking him to clarify the situation at Athole colliery by sending him a
return for the place and not giving him trouble,suggesting that if nothing has been done there in the past year he
should confirm this since he has received no notice that the place has been abandoned.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.and M. Craig at Lilliehill Fireclay works, Dunfermline, confirming that the works at
their Lilliehill clay mine has been stopped but asking that any person has been employed or minerals worked there in
the past year it should be noted and sent immediately in their Annual Return and if not Mr. Atkinson should be
informed of that also.

NEIMME-JBA-6-49
Date not given (25th January?)
Four lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to James Dougall and sons at the Bonnyside mine at Bonnybridge
warning the company that if their Annual Return is not sent in that day proceedings will be taken against them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Frame and company at Struther colliery, Larkhall, warning them
that if their Annual Return is not sent that day proceedings will be taken against them.

The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to the Bellsdyke Coal company, Airdrie, warning them that if their
Annual Return is not sent that day proceedings will be taken against them.
The fourth from J.B. Atkinson at the Home office to Mr. Graham, coalmaster,Glasgow, warning him that if the Annual
Return from Southrigg is not received that day proceedings will be taken.

NEIMME-JBA-6-50
Date not given (25th January?)
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to R. Dougall of the Woodilee mine at Bonnybridge warning that if the
Annual Returns for Stenhousemuir and Woodilee mines are not sent in that day proceedings will be taken before the
Sheriff.
The second from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Mr. Sneddon at Cotcastle Lime Works,Stonehouse, warning that
if the Annual Returns are not sent that day proceedings will be taken against them.
The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Ravenshall Coal company, Cleland, warning them that if their
Annual Returns are not sent that day proceedings will be taken against them. A fourth letter warning Mr. Eaglesham
at Saline colliery to send in returns for the Athole colliery has been crossed out (see NEIMME-JBA-6-48, 1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-51
25th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Mr. McAllister at Sheardale colliery,Tillicoultry, date not given,
warning that if the Annual Return is not sent that day proceedings will be taken.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons at Drumbowie colliery,Airdrie, warning them that if their
Annual Return is not sent for their Drumbowie pit within the next day proceedings will be taken against them before
the Sheriff to receive a penalty for non-compliance with the act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-52
25th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a letter from the Assistant Inspector Mr. McLaren asking for small stores which Mr.
Atkinson believes must have been overlooked.

NEIMME-JBA-6-53
25th January 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J. Raeside,Glasgow, asking him to send a plan of the abandoned Laurigg colliery directly
to the Secretary of State and reminding him that notice of the abandonment should have been sent to him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-54
25th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson enclosing a (?) for him and asking him to arrange another Special Rules
meeting for either the next week or the week beginning the 11th February but not the week between the two.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company,Larkhall, confirming that the company has sunk a pit to the
Lesmahagow Gas coal at Blair Farm and are in the process of opening out the coal. He also informs the company that
if the colliery had been in operation or in the process of being sunk in the last year an Annual Return should be sent
by return of post.

NEIMME-JBA-6-55
27th January 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to begin proceedings against James Dougall and sons for not providing the
Annual Return as to persons employed and minerals raised at their Bonnyside Fireclay mine (see NEIMME-JBA-6-49,
1st letter) as required by the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 within the allotted time. Mr. Atkinson adds that he has
considerable difficulty in receiving such Returns from some of the smaller businesses and now feels it is necessary to
prosecute those who don't comply.

NEIMME-JBA-6-56
27th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Ravenshall Coal company,Glasgow, apologising for sending a letter asking for
Annual Returns when he now realizes they have no pit now working in his district. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-50, 3rd
letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, providing him with further information on
the cases against Robert Dick (see NEIMME-JBA-6-46, 2nd letter etc) and Fairhill colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-43 etc)
He provides Mr. Johnstone's comments on the former which include citing the pitheadman to prove how the output
from the main coal was disposed of since Mr. Sneddon may not know precisely how this was done and Mr. Dick may
not be asked to testify. He adds that he does not know the exact quantity of coal brought out but if the same
pitheadman has been working there over the period involved or Mr. Sneddon is allowed time to prepare they may
be able to provide the information. As for the latter case, Mr. Atkinson confirms that he has sent a letter to Mr.
Gilmour providing him with the evidence that Mr. Wilson had asked for but has heard nothing back from him. He
asks if Mr. Wilson has received any such information from Mr. Gilmour.

NEIMME-JBA-6-57
27th January/29th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wyper warning him that his practice of stemming shots with small lumps of coal at
his pits must stop as it contravenes General Rule 12(d) stating that neither coal nor coal dust can be used for
tamping. He remarks that he called to see him the previous Friday, and that if he does not comply he will be
proceeded against.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson, dated 29th January, enclosing a list marking with red collieries
that may need ammonite for explosive purposes in the neighbourhood of Hamilton and marking with blue those that
may need new boilers as they were having new fittings added. The former collieries could probably all be visited in
one day by 'Fred', Mr. Atkinson believes, as a Mr Bigg Withers has done so on Roburite's behalf. He also promises to
keep him informed if any colliery he knows of were on the look out for a new fan, if his agency includes Scotland and
that gunpowder is used in almost every colliery, particularly blasting gelatine for couches. He advises a visit whereby
he could give him all the information he needs while reminding him he will be away the week beginning the 19th
February and that his name will be of no use as recommendation when writing to collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-58
29th January 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Beaton advising him of his visit the next day at 1:00p.m. to Balbandrie colliery to
look over the scene of an accident.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Salmond advising him of his visit to Fairhill colliery in two days time at about
noon and asking him to meet him when he arrives.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, confirming receipt of his letter concerning the tare of hutches
and promising to bring it up on a visit to Fairhill colliery in two days time (see letter above and NEIMME-JBA-6-56,
2nd letter,etc.) and asking him if has sent his particulars on the matter to Mr. Wilson, the procurator fiscal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-59
29th January/30th January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company, Larkhall, advising him that no certificated manager need be in
place at Blair colliery as long as he ensures that no more than 30 people are employed underground at any one time.
He adds that Special Rules must be posted for at least 14 days with a notice attached as specified in section 2 of the
Coal mines act and that those in force in collieries in the Larkhall district may be used.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Clements,Airdrie, dated 30th January, commenting that he cannot see the
problem for the checkweigher at the Dunsyston colliery since, on his visit there, he noted that if the checkweigher
altered his position by only a couple of feet he would be easily able to read the beam (see NEIMME-JBA-6-32, 2nd
letter). He adds that he cannot see how he can interfere on this occasion.

NEIMME-JBA-6-60
30th January/31st January 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, confirming receipt of a copy of their new
proposed Special Rules from Mr. Ronaldson and providing evidence for the danger of drawing in front of a hutch in
the shape of a table showing that, in the past five years, 8 fatal and 29 non-fatal accidents had been caused directly
by the practice while a further 1 fatal and 8 non-fatal accidents occurred which showed the dangers of the activity. A
further 1 fatal and 7 non-fatal accidents occurred, Mr. Atkinson argues, because a drawer was found to be behind
the hutch which would not have occurred if he had been in front.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Milroy of the Bonnyside Fireclay Works,Bonnybridge, dated 31st January,
remarking that he has sent him a piece of garnister(?) and asking him if it would be a suitable material to make firebricks of the Binas(?) kind.

NEIMME-JBA-6-61
1st February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong, manager of Auchinstilloch colliery,Lanark, assuring him that he will act
as a reference in his bid to get a better berth than at present. He adds that he has read that Mr. Wilson the manager
of Ouston collieries has just died and that if he writes to J.Hepple of Birtley, County Durham he may be successful.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning their
proposed new Special Rules and that Monday the 12th February would be a suitable date to to meet the committee
involved at the company's office. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-60, 1st letter above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-62
1st February/3rd February 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Wilson at the Miner's Office in Broxburn promising to enquire further into the
subject of ventilation at the nos 1 and 2 pits at Mosside.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson,Glasgow, dated 3rd February, promising to enquire further
into the subject of the Herdshill colliery weighing machine.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, dated 3rd February, confirming that he will visit
their office on the 12th February at 3p.m. to meet the committee and promising to provide further particulars on the
statistics given at the meeting. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-61, 2nd letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-63

3rd February 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Sir D. Baird Bart of Burdiehouse mine, Midlothian, reminding him of his need to fill in
particulars concerning the Burdiehouse Limestone mine in an enclosed return and sending it to him and that this
should have been done by the 1st February.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Crombie and Fletcher at the Causland mine, Dalkeith, reminding them of their
obligation to send in their annual return as enclosed and asking them to do so at once.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Torrence of the Camps Limestone mine,Midlothian, asking him to fill in the
enclosed annual return at once as it was due on the 1st February.

NEIMME-JBA-6-64
3rd February 1894
Letter from J. B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to enquire further into a blasting accident at Norman Camp mine
which he has read about. He reminds Mr. McLaren that he will be at his home for much of the next week and the
week beginning the 19th February and that although most accidents in his designated area will be sent on to him he
should look up any that are mentioned in the newspapers that are not. He adds that Mr. Johnstone should have sent
him the Annual Returns from the coal mines by now and, with the enclosed list Mr. Atkinson has used to check
receipt of returns, he should be getting on with the list of mines in the knowledge that the returns from the
metalliferous mines will be sent to him in the next few days.

NEIMME-JBA-6-65
January 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics referring to East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-66
January 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics referring to East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-67
January 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning the (abandonment of work at?) no.6 pit at Fordell colliery and the Blair
colliery and the Lochgelly Splint /Five Feet coals and Gas coal respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-68
January 1894

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning the Lady Ann pit at Fordell colliery; the no.4 pit at Bellsdyke; the Netherton
Limestone mine; the no.1 pit at Lathallan colliery; the trial pit and Airdriemain pit at Drumclair; the no.10 pit at
Boghead and the Lilliehill Fireclay mine and the (abandonment of?) coal seams; Lower Drumgray coal; limestone;
Black or Cherry coal; coal seams; Main/Colinburn coals and Fireclay respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-69/70/71
3rd February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Walter Murton, solicitor at the Board of Trade, on the subject of coals shipped
on the S.S. Nyanya. Mr. Atkinson provides Mr. Murton with information regarding coals named in a previous letter
received by him as regards their working from collieries in Mr. Atkinson's district. The Ell coal mined from the Bog,
Home Farm and Merryton pits was mostly gained from the first two pits while the Home Farm pit worked a small
amount of Drumgray coal that may have been sold as Ell. The system used to work is the Stoop and Room and the
coal is burning, bituminous and suitable for house purposes. The main and splint seams, however, yield nearly the
whole of the output from the pits. Apart from a small section of the seam which is known as 'prigs'(?) and yields a
coarse splint or parrot coal suitable for making gas, the main seam produces a burning bituminous coal. The Splint
seam contains a grey splint coal in the upper 2 feet suitable for ironmaking and shipment, 1 foot below that is a
second class parrot coal and below that a bituminous coal. The main coal is worked using both the Stoop and Room
and longwall systems and the Splint by the Stoop and Room system apart from some small tracts worked by
longwall. While the Ell seam is subject to spontaneous combustion, the Main and Splint seams are not. The three
sets of pits are all in the vicinity of Hamilton and in one continuous field of coal and the Ell coal is at present
exhausted at all three pits and the coal there is always sent to the surface in a dry state. As far as Mr. Murton's
questions concerning Peascoal, Mr. Atkinson considers it to be similar to the Ell coal and otherwise a washed small
coal mainly retrieved from the main and splint coal seams at Bog pit. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the Douglas Park
colliery which is also asked about is outside his district but is given to understand its seams do not differ from the
others in the Hamilton district.

NEIMME-JBA-6-72
4th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (Mr. Johnstone?). Mr. Atkinson asks the receiver to call (at his office) to
look at any letters that have arrived and take away the accident book and reports of non-fatal accidents along with
the forms Mr. Atkinson has been able to find and write out (a report) based on these. He also encloses envelopes for
Mr. McLaren and reports that he has asked Mr (?) Atkinson to inform him if any accidents come in. In a post-script,
he remarks that he has sent reminders to Burdriehouse, Camps and Causland mines (for returns) while the rest are
in.

NEIMME-JBA-6-73
7th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, informing him that the enclosure he referred to had
been omitted because the colliery concerned, the Glencleland pit owned by Kerr and Mitchell, was in Mr.
Ronaldson's district and any further information should be retrieved from him.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Addie and sons,Whitburn, confirming the appointment of David Mains as
the undermanager of the no.2 pit at their Beuhar colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-74
7th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Samuel Ritchie and company at North Greengairs colliery,Airdrie, on the
subject of North Greengairs coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-75
7th February 1894
Plan of the Carluke no.1 pit signed by J.B. Atkinson owned by James Watson and company abandoned for Carluke
coal in December 1893 due to inferior coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-76
7th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.M. Morton of Fordell colliery, Fife, confirming that they have sunk an escape shaft for
Lochgelly Splint coal in their no.4 pit at the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-77/78
Undated (7th February 1894?)
List of accidents to drawers caused by them drawing in front of hutches by J.B. Atkinson. The 8 fatal accidents were
to the collier Robert Adams, at Merryton Colliery on the 10th July 1889; The collier Alex Black at Rosewell Colliery on
the 13th August 1889; The collier George Binnie at Altenshaw colliery on the 14th November 1890; The drawer John
Ramage at Milburn colliery on the 22nd December 1890; The drawer John Tomlie at Mauricewood colliery on the
10th January 1891; The drawer James McQuin at Tanbrax Oil Slate mine on the 11th May 1891; the miner William
Downie at Cualbuchan(?) colliery on the 26th December 1891 and the miner Robert Todd at Merryton colliery on the
22nd August 1892. Non-fatal cases were recorded as happening to drawers John McMillan, John Dolan, Robert
Young, Patrick McManns, William Airlie,James Hall, Andrew Rainie, William Watson, Samuel Watson and John
Anderson along with the bottomer Alex McKenzie and miner James Keenan in 1889; to drawer Thomas Hyad,collier
Sam Gillan and drivers James Cairns and John Buchannon in 1890; to bottomer J.M. Adamson, roadsman William
Donaldson and miner William Sharp in 1891; to miners John Barker and Robert Wilson, driver James Brown and
drawer William Anderson in 1892 and miners Alexander Wilson, Sam Donaldson, John Gibb and George Stewart
along with drawers Matthew McBain and James Thomson in 1893. Accidents not directly attributable to drawing in
front of hutches but showing the dangers of the practice were noted as happening to the brusher David Noble at
Cowdenbeath colliery on the 6th October 1892 in the one fatal case, non-fatal accidents were deemed to have
occurred to the drawers Edward Bower and John Rae and collier John Graham in 1889; the drawers William Foster
and Alex Christie in 1891 and the miners Adam Pow, Robert Bryne and James Brown in 1893. The final list referred to
accidents occurring to others when the drawer was behind the hutch which probably would not have occurred had
he been in front of it. Mr. Atkinson refers to one fatal case, to the drawer Dewry Kinnear on the 23rd February 1892

at Muiredge colliery, but notes that it was wrongly attributed as the death was to the drawer himself rather than
others. Non-fatal cases were recorded as happening to the drawers John Clark, David Brown, William Grey and J.
Selkirk in 1889 and the drawers William Crawford and Joseph Buchannon and the miner P. Mulholland in 1892. A
further case involving the miner Richard Gibson was noted as wrongly attributed as it happened at a mine working
under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation act. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-60, 1st letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-79
8th February/9th February 1894
Three lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-77/78.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, enclosing information on dangers of accidents
concerning hutches (see NEIMME-JBA-6-77/78 above etc.) and confirming receipt of a letter concerning their
proposed new Special Rules.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Lowe of the Rothes Lime Works,Leslie, dated 9th February, asking for
information as to whether the quantity referred to in their annual return refers to burnt lime or raw limestone,
adding that it is the latter quantity that he is interested in for the year 1893 and wants the information by the next
day without fail.

NEIMME-JBA-6-80
8th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Lowe of the Rothes Lime Works,Leslie, asking for their annual return with
additional information (written before NEIMME-JBA-6-79, 2nd letter above?)
The second from J. B. Atkinson to Samuel Ritchie and company at North Greengairs colliery,Airdrie, confirming the
appointment of Walter Somerville as the manager of the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-81
10th February 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Baird of the Lanarkshire Coalmasters Association,Glasgow, asking for details about
the average price in 1893 of the coal, fireclay and ironstone raised from the collieries in the Association for his
volume of annual statistics.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Connel of the Fife and Clackmannan Coal Owners Association, Fife, asking for
details about the average price at the Association's collieries in 1893 of the coal, fireclay and ironstone raised for his
volume of annual statistics.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Shields of the Airdrie, Bathgate and Slamannan Coalmasters Association, Glasgow,
asking for details about the average price at the Association's collieries in 1893 of the coal, fireclay and ironstone
raised for his volume of annual statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-82
10th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm of the Mid and East Lothian Coalowners Association,Midlothian, asking for
details about the average price at the Association's collieries in 1893 of the coal, fireclay and ironstone raised for his
volume of annual statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-83
10th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a corrected list of mines in the East Scotland Mines Inspection District in 1893 ready for
printing and asking for three proofs so that his Assisting Inspectors can help if more corrections are needed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-84
10th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, providing his opinion that the
contraventions of General Rule 22 and Special Rule 73 at Blairadam colliery should be followed by a prosecution
since the removal of sprags set while holing has occurred before the holing was finished as far as he can see. He also
encloses a self-certified copy of the Special Rules along with a general certificate as all the collieries in Fife have the
same Special Rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Morison of Newbattle colliery, Dalkeith, reporting that he has been ordered by
the Board of Trade to look into the coal shipped from the colliery on the British India and will visit Gokbank on the
13th February to make further enquiries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-85
10th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Colin Dunlop and company at Quarter collieries, Hamilton, confirming that he has
forwarded their letter about the explosion of a boiler tube at their no.7 pit to the Board of Trade and making clear
his intention to examine the boiler involved on a proposed visit the next Monday, asking for transport to the mines.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable President (of the Board of Trade?) enclosing a
letter from Colin Dunlop and company, the owners of Quarter collieries, for the Board of Trade, referring to an
explosion of a boiler tube at their no.7 pit that did not injure any person (see letter above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-86
10th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Clements, Airdrie, remarking that he does not see how he can interfere further in
the checkweighing dispute at Dunsyston no.2 pit since, on his visit, he did not see any evidence that the
checkweigher was not allowed the facilities needed to do his job.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons of Bellfield colliery,Lesmahagow, confirming that they have
begun to work the six feet seam in their no.3 pit and that they are starting to the Ell coal seam. Regarding the
former, Mr. Atkinson confirms receipt of their application for exemption from the Home Office and reports that Mr.
Johnstone will visit the colliery soon to enquire into it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-87
12th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that he has certified that a copy of the Special Rules is
genuine for all the collieries in Fife, receiver illegible, date not given.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Munro of Quarter collieries,Hamilton, rearranging a visit to the collieries from
that day to the next day at around noon.

NEIMME-JBA-6-88
12th February 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Munro apologising for not being able to visit the Quarter colliery due to a cold but
promising that Mr. Johnstone will visit in a couple of days to look into the boiler tube explosion. (see NEIMME-JBA-687, 2nd letter above).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit the Quarter colliery no. 7 pit to investigate the
explosion of a boiler tube. Mr. Atkinson adds that he has sent notice to the Board of Trade and no-one was injured in
the explosion (see letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to the solicitor at the Board of Trade, London, informing him that the
British India (ship) will post a report on the next Thursday. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-84, 2nd letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-89
13th February 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Morison apologising for not being able to postpone his visit until next week since he
will be in London for the Annual Meeting then and will need the information for that. He proposes a meeting with
Mr. Simpson if Mr. Morison will not be available.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Gavin of Udston colliery,Hamilton,confirming that the Hample(?) coal has
bgun to be worked at the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-90/91/92
13th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, referring to the proceedings so far in the planned prosecution of Fairhill colliery manager A. Russell
for not allowing the true weight of a hutch to be weighed above the standard weight of 10 cwt. by the checkweigher
D. Gilmour (see NEIMME-JBA-6-58,all three letters etc.) He informs him that legal difficulties has arisen as to who
witnessed the checkweigher's plight as the checkweigher refused to involve a miner as a witness for the fear that the
miner would be victimised by the mine owners. Mr. Atkinson adds that he believes that the charge against the
colliery should be limited to the fact that the hutches were not truly weighed as required by Section 12(1) of the Coal
Mines act, and the checkweighers right to take the correct amount of the mineral as required by Section 13(2) but
that the procurator fiscal does not believe that to be a relevant complaint. Mr. Atkinson expresses his disagreement
with the procurator's opinion. He asks the Secretary of State how he should proceed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-93
13th February 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-90/91/92.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Kindersley, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories,Edinburgh, thanking him for
providing a list of open quarries where steam or some other form of mechanical power is used in his district.

NEIMME-JBA-6-94
13th February/14th February 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, promising to look further into the refusal of the pitheadman at
Fairhill colliery to allow the checkweigher to perform his duties. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-90/91/92 above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.C.S. Cunninghame of Auchlochan colliery,Lesmahagow, dated 14th February,
informing him that Mr. Johnstone's visit to the colliery resulted in him upholding the complaint made about the
ventilation with the current subject to constant change and in danger of stagnation. He asks Mr. Cunninghame to
complete the fan and secure constant ventilation.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 14th February, agreeing to six months exemption until 31st
August 1894 from 2 shafts for the main and splint seams in the no.4 pit and the Pyatshaw and mainseams in the no.2
pit at Woodside colliery under Section 18 (iii) (b) of the Coal Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-95
14th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts for the Mynheer seam at the
no.8 Kelty pit at Blairadam colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people
are allowed to work under ground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose in that seam,
the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on the 31st April 1894.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts for the Six Feet seam at the
no.3 pit at Bellfield colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are
allowed to work under ground at any one time, no fire is to be used for ventilation or any other purpose in that
single shaft, the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on 31st August 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-96
15th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Walter Murton, solicitor, Board of Trade, providing a report on the coal
worked from the Newbattle colliery and shipped on the British India vessel. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-88, 3rd letter etc.)
He describes it as a parrot coal and gives details of the parrot seam it was obtained from, with 10 inches of the seam
filled with the coal. This 10 inches is filled into separate hutches and left in an exposed heap until ready for
shipment. Naked lights are in use, fire-damp is rarely observed and the mode of working is longwall. Mr. Atkinson
describes the coal as hard, casual and of a high class. It contains some sulphur some of which occurs as pyrites but is
not liable to spontaneous combustion and Mr. Atkinson adds that he knows of no occasion when the colliery or its
neighbour Armiston which works the same seam has had a fire or a spontaneous explosion, and adds his opinion
that the shipment of the coal is very safe from such eventualities.

NEIMME-JBA-6-97
15th February 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-96.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mrs Newbigging commiserating with her on the death of her husband, expressing
his condolences and adding that a severe cold would have prevented him from attending the funeral even if he had
received notice of the sad event in time.

NEIMME-JBA-6-98
15th February/16th February 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, promising to look further into the problem of gas at Bog colliery
and assuring him that he has informed Auchlochan colliery of their need for better ventilation, urging them to
complete a fan that has already been partly set up (see NEIMME-JBA-6-94, 2nd letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft informing him that his report for the Board of Trade regarding the
Ell and other coals worked from the Bog, Merryton and Home Farm pits and shipped on the SS Nyanya contained a
statement that there was little or no Ell coal worked from the Merryton pit in the last year whereas now he is
informed that a few hundred tons were worked. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-71) He asks Mr. Thorneycroft to give him
details of the coal shipped from Merryton on the Nyanya. He adds a postscript concerning the funeral of Mr.
Newbigging who had died one day that week. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-97, 2nd letter above).
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 16th February, confirming the despatch of one copy of '
Explosions in Coal Mines' for 5 shillings, post free.

NEIMME-JBA-6-99
16th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Francis Braid, postmaster, Glasgow, asking him to redirect all his post from the next
day to the Hotel Metropole in London.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell,Glasgow, confirming the company's appointment of Andrew Nicol
as the undermanager of Knownoble colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-100
17th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, professing that he does not want the
question of the legality of setting a standard weight raised in the complaint against the Fairhill Colliery in the
weighing case and that if the procurator wants to include this he should write Mr. Atkinson with details as the Home
Secretary has not given leave for him to question this in the case. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-90/91/92 etc.) He adds that
any further correspondence on the subject be sent to the Home Office and that a letter saying a complaint cannot be
framed in the manner described would expedite matters.

NEIMME-JBA-6-101
17th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him that he has received word from procurator fiscal R. Wilson questioning the legality of
a mine setting a standard weight in regards to the Fairhill colliery case. Mr. Atkinson reiterates that he did not want
this question raised in the prosecution of the complaint because he had not been given permission to do so, he had
promised the mine owner that this would not be part of the complaint and had sent a previous letter setting out
other reasons why he disagreed with Mr. Wilson. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-100 above etc.) Mr. Wilson's belief that a
relevant complaint cannot be made without bringing up the subject, however, has prompted him to apprise Mr.
Asquith of the situation.

NEIMME-JBA-6-102
17th February 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-101.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing reports on the deaths of Robert
Wilson & Peter Saddler and James Doran from Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-103
17th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Walker of Bog and Home Farm collieries, Larkhall, asking for further information on
the death of Walter Robinson who had previously been injured in an accident on the 16th May 1893 at the Home
Farm colliery. Mr. Walker's admittance of the miner's death should have been sent as a notice to Mr. Atkinson to
satisfy Section 35(3) of the Coal Mines act and he asks him when he first became aware of Mr. Robinson's death.

NEIMME-JBA-6-104
28th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Hermand Oil company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of the plans of their
abandoned Hermand mines and returning it for immediate dispatch to the Secretary of State.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone colliery company,Glasgow, confirming that the company have opened a
mine to the Drumgray coal on Glentore Greengairs land.

NEIMME-JBA-6-105
28th February 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, replying that he has no objection to the planned dividing of the
management between Law and Shawfield collieries as long as the pits managed by one are not connected
underground to the pits of the other.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Gray of Chapel and Watsonfoot collieries, Newmains, confirming the
appointment of David Gray as the manager of those collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-106
28th February 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company, Lesmahagow, on the subject of Blair coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-107
1st March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company,Airdrie, confirming that their Upper Drumgray seam has
been abandoned due to being drowned out with water.

NEIMME-JBA-6-108
28th February 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour of Peutland Oil Works, confirming the appointment of William McKenzie
as the assistant manager of their no.4 and no.8 mines although questioning them as to whether they mean undermanager as an Assistant Manager is not statutory.

NEIMME-JBA-6-109
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company confirming that they begun working on the Albyn mine on the
10th January 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-110
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company,Larkhall, confirming the abandonment of their Virtuewell seam at
Stuther colliery, returning their plans of the seam to send on to the Secretary of State and confirming receipt of
copies of their proposed Special Rules, one of which to be returned in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-111
1st March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing reports on the deaths of Andrew
Frame and John Robertson, the first by Mr. Johnstone and the latter after being informed by the colliery manager
Mr. Walker that a previous injury had proved fatal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company, Airdrie, confirming that they have begun working
a pit to work the Humple, Splint and Musselband coals to be called their no. 10 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-112
1st March 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company,Airdrie, confirming that they have abandoned their no.6
and no. 8 pits.

NEIMME-JBA-6-113
1st March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.D. Provand M.P., London, supplying him with information on papers relating to
Scottish minefields, particularly concerning their duration and similar to a paper by a Mr. Moore. He suggests firstly
Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Scotland and in particular an explanation of Sheet 23, which contains a list of
papers at the end which may prove useful. He then mentions the Transactions of the Mining Institute of Scotland
which contain papers on the coal fields but not much on their duration according to Mr. Atkinson's recollection. The
1839 Memoir of the Mid-Lothian and East Lothian Coal Fields by David Milne gives particulars of the fields also, while
the only official estimate of the quantity of coal in the Scottish coal fields is found in the 1871 Report of the
Commissioners Appointed to Enquire Into the Several Matters Relating to Coal in the United Kingdom, which gives
the total for Scotland as 9,843,465,930 tons from a total of 90,207,285,398 tons in the UK. He encloses a paper on
the mining fields of Scotland.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Milroy apologising for his late reply to his letter explaining that he has been
in London for the previous 10 days and thanking him for the piece of brick he has sent to him. He promises not to
mention his name in an undisclosed matter, and promises to send him enough stuff to make 2 or 3 bricks which will
then be tested at a steel works. He also mentions that his brother Fred sends Mr. Milroy his best regards.

NEIMME-JBA-6-114
February 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics relating to East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-115
February 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics relating to East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-116
February 1894
Plans of the abandoned Six Feet and Ell coals at the no.3 pit at Bellfield; the Humph coal at Udston colliery; the
Drumgray coal at Glentore; the Broxburn Oil shale at the Albyn mine and Humph, Splint and Musselband coals at the
no. 10 pit at Drumshangie colliery signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-117

February 1894
Plans of the abandoned Upper Drumgray coal at Bellsdyke colliery, the Virtuewell coal at Struther colliery and the
Kiltongue and Virtuewell coals at the no.6 and no.8 pits at Drumshangie colliery signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-118
1st March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing his Annual Report for 1893 as Inspector of Mines in the East of Scotland district. He also
asks for three proofs to be made of it so that his two assistant inspectors might help him in any corrections needed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-119
2nd March 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit his home on the next Sunday as he will not be there
on Saturday. He provides him with a list of mines to check for and correct errors.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Thomson of Eddlewood colliery,Hamilton, informing him that the procurator
fiscal R. Wilson has agreed to charge a Mr. O'Neil with smoking but adding that nothing can be done in a further case
until the man in question is apprehended.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. Wilson, London, confirming despatch of a copy of Explosions in Coal Mines for 5
shillings.

NEIMME-JBA-6-120
3rd March/5th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd. at Motherwell collieries confirming that they have went to the Splint
coal seam in their no.3 pit at Motherwell colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 5th February, agreeing in principle to the exemption from 2
shafts for the Virgin seam in the no.10 pit at Morningside colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act
providing no more than 20 people are allowed to work underground at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation
or any other purpose, the 2nd shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st
August 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-121
3rd March 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown of the Coal Trade Offices,Newcastle upon Tyne, returning a proof of the
paper on Oil Shale Industry in Frame and also sending a letter from W.H. Henderson in which he noted certain
corrections.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson, Glasgow, confirming the appointments of Robert Moore as the
under-manager of Westcraigs colliery and John Whiteside as the manager of Barblues and Westcraig collieries (on
1st April)

NEIMME-JBA-6-122
3rd March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, agreeing in principle to the insertion of words to modify
some of the rules pertaining to hutches as originally drawn to their proposed new Special Rules in collaboration with
Mr. Ronaldson, but not to allow the practice of going before hutches for a limited distance from the face. He adds
that he and Mr. Ronaldson are perfectly prepared to meet the committee again to try and find an agreement,
although he tells the company he will not be available on the 9th February 1894. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-60, 1st letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.D. Bowie, Edinburgh, thanking him for his map of the coalfields and the
information it gives. He suggests a few corrections, including putting the dividing lines of districts in the reference.
He also promises to send information on the minerals and persons employed during the past year as soon as it is
published to include before he publishes if he wishes.

NEIMME-JBA-6-123
3rd March/7th March 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. Atkinson (Ash) giving him information including the fact that a miner working in
Scotland can now add filter from 3 to 6 tons in a 6ft seam of coal in a 10 hour shift and that, given the right
conditions, 100 men and boys might be expected to put out 250 tons of coal per day from a 6ft. seam.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston,dated 7th March, telling him that if their no 1,2 and 3 pits at
(?) and Shawfield collieries are connected for ventilation purposes they should have the same manager as otherwise
Mr. Atkinson does not see that the law as to ventilation can be carried out.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, dated 7th March, concerning the death
of William Hamilton (see NEIMME-JBA-6-126, 2nd letter below)

NEIMME-JBA-6-124
7th March/9th March 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson containing statistics relating to persons employed under C in their
district and enclosing a letter from Burns, Aiken and company (see NEIMME-JBA-6-122, 1st letter) concerning their
proposed Special Rules and suggesting a meeting on the following Monday to discuss it with them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter containing a
complaint against Westwood (now called Murduston) colliery and promising him not to mention the writer of the
complaint to anyone.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to G.A. Mitchell replying to a letter concerning the depths from which coal is raised. He
advises him that the information by a Mr. Moore in the annual returns would be approximate only and, in any case,
he could not release these returns to him and has no time to prepare a table on the subject. The published annual
list of mines contains the depths and numbers of people employed in mines but not the tons raised in them. Mr.
Atkinson adds he will supply a copy of his list for the last year when it is published.

NEIMME-JBA-6-125
7th March 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-124, 3rd letter (overleaf)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Patterson, checkweigher,High Blantyre, advising him that coal should be truly
weighed and that he wishes to be advised if this is not the case. How near the coal should be weighed is less clear,
according to Mr. Atkinson who believes the owners at the present time receive the benefit of the doubt although he
personally believes no advantage should be gained by either side.

NEIMME-JBA-6-126
8th March/9th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, apologising if his decision to send Mr. Johnstone to an enquiry in his
stead was unacceptable. Mr. Atkinson argues that Mr. Johnstone was well acquainted with the case and the
Newbattle coal with which the British India was loaded (see NEIMME-JBA-6-96 etc.) since he had previously
managed an adjoining colliery and the suggestion had been agreed to by the solicitor of the Board of Trade. Mr.
Atkinson adds that when he was Assistant Inspector for Newcastle he had substituted for the head inspector Mr.
Willis several times.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 9th March, enclosing a report
on the death of William Hamilton by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-127
10th March 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-128, 2nd letter below) on the death of
Harry Kane. The 13 year old miner's drawer was killed when he fell in front of a loaded hutch which he was
transporting to the shaft in the Smithy coal seam and it ran over his neck. The incident occurred on the 6th March

1894 at about 3.30 p.m. at the (?) pit owned by the Hillhouserigg Coal company. After visiting the scene two days
later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was caused by the drawer drawing before his hutch, a dangerous
practice which Mr. Atkinson reveals is one that is hoped to be prohibited by a new Special Rule. On the day of the
accident the deceased, employed by the miner Matthew Lowden, accompanied him in bringing the 3cwt hutch filled
with approximately 7 to 8 cwt of coal for about 80 yards from the face before Mr. Lowden left him to carry on to the
shaft by himself. Mr. Lowden remarked that when he left Mr. Kane was behind the hutch. At about 3.30 p.m.
another miner William Sneddon left the shaft with an empty hutch and found the deceased outstretched on the rails
in front of his hutch with the wheel against his neck on one side, about 70 yards nearer the shaft than where Mr.
Lowden had left him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-128
10th March 1894
Three lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-127.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Harry
Kane (see NEIMME-JBA-6-127 above).
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Dalkeith, promising to look further into the activities of a Mr. Clark at
Ormiston Station colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-129
12th March/14th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Traill, Lanark, advising him that the checkweigher appointed to the no. 14 pit at
Haywood, is, as far as Mr. Atkinson can see, free to carry out his duties. The manager has no right to object, and his
appointment without a ballot is perfectly legal according to Section 13 (i) of the Coal Mines act. If, however, he is
appointed by a majority in a ballot he can be seen to be paid for by all the workmen and the owner can kick his wage
off at the pay (of his workmates?), according to Section 14 (i) and (ii) of the act. Mr. Atkinson promises to write to
the manager on the subject if Mr. Traill thinks it is necessary.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Park of Liurigg colliery,Holytown, dated 14th March, exclaiming that he will be
visiting the colliery the next day to follow up a complaint on interference with a checkweigher.

NEIMME-JBA-6-130
14th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.J. Robertson, Motherwell, promising to visit Liurigg colliery the next day to follow up
his complaint about interference with the checkweigher and advising him to make sure that the checkweigher
involved is around when he visits.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Avonhead Coal company at Clifton Iron Works, Coatbridge, confirming the
appointment of Robert Rae as the Manager of Avonhead collieries in the room of his late father.

NEIMME-JBA-6-131/132
14th March 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-133, 2nd letter below) on the
death of James Bissett. The 68 year old engineman was killed by steam projecting from a defective joint in a steam
pipe which escaped into the dook along which he was travelling on his way to his place of work at an underground
pump at the foot of the dook in the Lochgelly splint and Parrott seam of the Denend colliery owned by the Denend
Coal company at about 10p.m. on the 9th March 1894. After visiting the scene of the incident 4 days later, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that the problem with escaping steam had been noted by an engineman named John Hult at
around 3p.m. after he noticed the pump was not getting steam and after ascending the dook found an excess of it
escaping which was so dense he gave up and returned to his engine. The boiler fireman John Robertson also noted
difficulty in keeping the steam up at his boiler when he started work at around 6p.m. Mr. Atkinson concluded that
had the deceased ascended to the surface and noted the escape of steam, the accident would not have occurred but
supposed that his continuing may have been due to his concern that Mr. Hult may have needed assistance. The
other workmen who gave their version of events included the winding engineman James Gilmour who noted that he
lowered the deceased down the shaft at about 9.30p.m. and became worried when Mr. Hult did not ascend at his
normal time of 10p.m. Mr. Robertson then apprised him of his problems at keeping up steam and Mr. Gilmour then
lowered him down the pit where he found steam escaping up the dook. At this point, Mr. Robertson was raised and
went off to inform the undermanager Alex Seath, who then himself descended in the company of John Garley,
Thomas Weldridge, Andrew Clark and Andrew Mathieson. The body of Mr. Bissett was found about 30 yards down,
the steam was shut off at the surface and the body raised. After this Mr. Hult was found as he came up the dook. In
the later enquiry, it was noted that the pitwright Mr. Garley had examined the pipes that morning and had found no
defects. Mr. Atkinson finally notes that he has no proof of this version of events regarding the cause of the escape of
steam since by the time he visited the pipes had been disconnected and were being removed from the dook.

NEIMME-JBA-6-133
14th March 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-131/132.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of James Bissett (see NEIMME-JBA-6-131/132 above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-134
16th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mr. Nimmo of Kinniel colliery, advising him of his visit to the colliery on the
19th March to enquire into the accident involving Charles Robertson and asking him to make sure the collier
involved is present at the visit and the lamp kept as it was at the time of the accident.

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for 100 forms to carry out his instructions to issue them to the Chief Constables in his district
for the entering of the names of the quarries in operation.

NEIMME-JBA-6-135
17th March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him that a new set of 5 Special Rules has been agreed to with certain modifications by a
committee of coalmasters
representing nearly all the mines in the West and East of Scotland districts after a series of conferences held on the
subject. Mr. Atkinson suggests that if Mr. Asquith agrees, these new Rules can be sent out to the various mines in
envelopes which they will supply. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-122, 1st letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-136
16th March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson informing him of his letter to the Secretary of State concerning the new
Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-6-135 above) He adds that the Rules will not have to be posted at the mines before
becoming law- if twenty days after the rules are sent there are no objections they become law anyway.

NEIMME-JBA-6-137
16th March 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson of the abandoned Splint or Upper Drum coal in the Muir no.2 pit at Drumclair or
Holehousemuir colliery owned by James R(?), due to the exhaustion of said coal on the 25th October 1893.

NEIMME-JBA-6-138
17th March 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson and Mr. McLaren (to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-139, 2nd letter below)
on the Fairhill Weighing case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-101 etc.) and in particular the proviso to section 12 (i) which allows
for reduction of the price paid for minerals gained from the weighing of hutches when the hutch contains minerals
other than the ones the miners are contracted to extract or when the hutch is improperly filled. Mr. Atkinson adds
that he believes the proviso is there to prevent mine owners from making a loss through paying for a hutch which
contains more than one type of mineral paying for it as though it cointained only the mineral he had contracted to
be extracted. The term contracted to be gotten, in the opinion of the two writers, would lead to confusion if it
applied to under or overfilled hutches as there the mineral might be wholly the mineral specified to be extracted and
therefore being deducted for no good reason.

NEIMME-JBA-6-139

17th March 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-138.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. Atkinson and Mr.
McLaren on the Fairhill weighing case. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-138 above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-140
21st March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Clements, Airdrie, responding to concerns about the placement of the weighing
machine at the new pit at Dunsyston. Mr. Atkinson responds that he is well aware of the situation at the pit and as
the system of endless chain haulage is in use elsewhere he does not see that there will be a problem in weighing the
hutches at a place where they are not emptied or that such a system would lead to the weighing taking place at a
place that is not near enough to the pit mouth as be reasonably practicable.

NEIMME-JBA-6-141
21st March/22nd March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nimmo informing him that if the burning of Charles Robertson was caused, as Mr.
Nimmo implies, by the neglect of the fireman R. Murray and his giving a dangerous safety lamp to him to use in an
area where he knew there was gas (a point that John Robertson denies) then he should report him for neglect of
duty under Special Rule 43 of the Coal Mine Act to the procurator fiscal at Linlithgow. He adds that he hopes to hear
soon of the stopping of the use of naked lights in the Furnaceyard pit and encloses a book in which Mr. Nimmo can
note the metals and other materials found in the pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 22nd March, enclosing a report on
the death of Alexander Young (see NEIMME-JBA-6-142 below)

NEIMME-JBA-6-142/143
21st March 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-141, 2nd letter above) on the death of
Alexander Young. The 39 year old miner employed by the contractor William McIntyre was injured when midstone
fell on him at the face of the no.3 North level of the Calderhall dook in the Dunnett's Oil Shale seam of the no.2 pit at
the Oakbank mines, owned by the Oakbank Oil company, on the 19th March 1894 at about 9:45 a.m. He died from
his injuries later the same day. After visiting the scene of the incident the next day, Mr. Atkinson concluded that
noone could be held responsible for the accident. On the day of the accident, the foreman John Barr had examined
the site involved before the entry of the men involved and found nothing amiss. William McIntyre arrived at the pit
at around 5:45 a.m. with the deceased, William's brother Findlay McIntyre and another workman arriving at around
6. From that time until about 9a.m. the workmen filled shale and set off a shot. At around 8 the oversman James
Morris was also in the place. After breaking at nine for something to eat, the men returned at around 9:45. Findlay

McIntyre began boring a hole while William stated his intention to bring down the stone nearby to the deceased. As
he was doing so, the stone fell on its own fatally injuring Mr. Young with Mr. McIntyre barely escaping himself.
Although there was timber nearby, none was used to shore up the stone as Mr. McIntyre did not think it was
necessary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-144
22nd March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to enquire into the complaint mentioned in two enclosed
letters and if possible bring a prosecution down on the perpetrators. He also reiterates from a previous letter in
which he states a checkweigher can be appointed without a ballot as specified in Section 18(i) of the Coal Mines act
and the manager in question has no right to object to his starting work. The checkweigher, if appointed by a ballot
and by a majority can be thought of as being paid by all the miners at a rate commensurate with theirs under Section
14 (i) (2) of the act. He also asks Mr. McLaren to return a sketch of Oakbank Weighs and to attend the Hamilton
sheriff's court on Wednesday the 28th March at 11a.m. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-139, 2nd letter etc. and NEIMME-JBA-6145, 1st letter below)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Traill,Lanark, promising that Mr. McLaren will look further into the problem
regarding the checkweigher at Haywood's no. 14 pit when he visits the colliery. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-129 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-145
22nd March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, assuring him that he and Mr. McLaren will
attend the court hearing regarding the Fairhill weighing case on the 28th March 1894 at 11a.m. (see NEIMME-JBA-6144, 1st letter above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. A. Hood, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of Matthew Howieson as the
manager of Whitehill colliery in the room of Allan Armstrong.

NEIMME-JBA-6-146
23rd March/27th March 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Provand, M.P.,London, informing him that although the Fife coal fields are not
entirely free from fire-damp, only one life has been lost to an explosion in which it was a major factor since he
started work in the area 5 years ago. It is not dangerous enough, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, to force the miners to
use safety lamps although it may become more dangerous as deeper coals are worked.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, acknowledging Alexander Caldwell's suitability to receive a
certificate of service as an undermanager of a mine in regards to his service at Lochanbank colliery.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to G. Burt, dated 27th March, advising him to apply directly to the Secretary of State if
he wishes to apply for an exemption from 2 shafts at their third Drumgray seam at his Main Bank colliery, adding
which section of Section 18 of the Coal Mines act is suitable in their case. He concludes that proving a seam does not
necessarily mean it will prove profitable.

NEIMME-JBA-6-147
27th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, informing him of Mr. McLaren's report on
the interference with a checkweigher at the no. 14 pit Haywood colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-144, 2nd letter etc.) and
advising him that he believes the manager James Malcolm should be prosecuted in this case under section 13(2) of
the Coal Mines act while asking for his opinion on the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to prosecute James Malcolm, the manager of Haywood colliery, under Section
13 (2) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 for failing to provide an appointed checkweigher facilities to perform
his duties (see letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-148
28th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Commander W.B. McHenry, chief constable at Lanark, remarking that he believes that
Village Constable David Greenshields acted imprudently when he ejected checkweigher David Nimmo from
Haywood's no. 14 pit under manager James Malcolm's orders on the 19th March since Mr. Malcolm had, in Mr.
Atkinson's opinion, no legal right to do so. He continues that Mr. Nimmo had been due to begin week two weeks
earlier on the 9th March but had been unable to do so and when he arrived on the 19th he was ejected. Under his
and Assistant Inspector Mr. McLaren's opinion Mr. Nimmo had been appointed legally by the miners as their
checkweigher and Mr. Malcolm should answer for his actions before the sheriff. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-147, both
letters above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.J. Whitehead,Moss Hall collieries, Wigan, promising him that he will make
enquiries into finding the kind of partnership in a mining engineer's or surveyor's office he requires and advising him
to advertise in the Glasgow Herald.

NEIMME-JBA-6-149
28th March 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas
Edwards by Mr. McLaren.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son,Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of William Jeffrey as
the manager of their South Broadrigg colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-150
28th March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, confirming receipt of Mr. Asquith's letter approving the proposed five new Special Rules under the
Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 submitted in his previous letter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-135) He promises that once
the Coalmasters Committee has informed all of the mine owners of the new rules, he will address envelopes, print
the rules and a formal proposal by the Home Office can be sent to them.

NEIMME-JBA-6-151
29th March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him that the hearing regarding the legality of standard weights under Sections 12 and 13
of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 at Fairhill colliery concluded that day and the Sheriff promised a decision on
Friday the 6th April. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-145, 1st letter etc.) Mr. Atkinson asks for leave to appeal in case of an
adverse decision, and since such an appeal must be made within 3 days of the final judgement, he asks for
permission to communicate with the procurator fiscal so he can arrange the formalities as quickly as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-152
30th March 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Loganlea Coal company, West Calder, confirming the appointment of James Goldie
as the manager of Loganlea, Longford, Gladingbourne (?) and Fourshields collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-153
March 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics related to East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-154
March 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning charges and classification in East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-155
March 1894

Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning the discontinuation of splint coal at the no.3 pit at Motherwell colliery. Two
other discontinuations concerning the Alleyn mine and the no.10 pit at Drumshangie colliery are crossed out.

NEIMME-JBA-6-156
March 1894
Plan concerning Tuil(?) in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-157
31st March/2nd April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Cole and Gibb, Peuther colliery, Wishaw, confirming that they intend working a pit for
the purpose of working a small portion of main coal. He adds that if they want to obtain an exemption from 2 shafts,
they should write directly to the Secretary of State mentioning which subsection of Section 18 of the Coal Mines act
they are able to claim exemption under.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Stevenson of Drumshangie Coal company,Airdrie, dated 2nd April,
promising to look further into the question of a dam at Darngavil colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-158
3rd April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, Falkirk, promising to look further into the question of deductions for stones
at the no.1 pit at Shieldhill colliery but adding that a recent case against the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel
company found that the actual weight of stones in a hutch could be deducted but none of the coal pending an
appeal. Mr. Atkinson argues that the coalmasters must have some protection from paying for dirty coals and adds
that a mutual agreement between the miners and the manager in writing would be the best solution in this case.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.T. Robertson, Newarthill, promising to look further into a situation involving
deductions at Liurigg colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-159
3rd April/5th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a signed form of demand for a special
case for the opinion of the Higher Court in the case of an adverse decision in the Fairhill Weighing case (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-151etc.) and a Home Office Section on which to appeal.

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to G.C. Gordon of the Wishaw Iron Works promising to visit the works the
next day to enquire further into the deaths of Jacob and Robert Bell.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Miner's Agent,Hamilton, dated 5th April, promising to enquire further
into the matter of the position of checkweigher at Coltness Iron company.

NEIMME-JBA-6-160
4th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John Ball by
Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Darngavil Coal company, confirming receipt of a letter concerning a proposed
dam at their colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-157, 2nd letter). He promises to call at McCreaths and Stevensons the next
Monday to see the proposed plans and then write or call at their office but as far as he can tell he cannot object to
their proposed dam.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew
Doolan by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-161
7th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.T. Robertson, Newarthill, confirming receipt of a letter concerning deductions at
Thankerton colliery and promising to send it on to Mr. Ronaldson as the colliery is in his district as Inspector.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John L.W. Watt,Atheneaum, confirming receipt of a pamphlet but adding he does
not wish to buy any silica goods. Despite this, Mr. Atkinson confesses he is interested in the trade as he believes
there is material in Scotland suitable for the manufacture of the goods and proposes a meeting at the Atheneum the
next Monday for a chat on the subject.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew
Nicholson by Mr. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-162
7th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, congratulating him on the manner in which he
worked on the Fairhill weighing case and professing his general satisfaction with the Sheriff's verdict and grasp of the
subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-151 etc.)He still remains slightly dissatisfied with the vagueness of the meaning of the
term improperly filled, but suspects that if the accused appeal as he thinks they will more light will be shed on the

matter, probably towards what Mr. Atkinson believes to be the correct view. He also promises to send on the
expected appeal notice when it arrives.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew
Doolan by Mr. McLaren which he previously sent to Thomas Tennant at Lanark before being told the mine involved
was not in his district (see NEIMME-JBA-6-160, 3rd letter) and another on the death of Robert and Jacob Bell (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-159, 2nd letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-163
7th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him that the prosecution of the Agent at Fairhill colliery for not truly weighing the coal
above the standard 10 cwt or paying the miner the correct amount relating to that weight and not affording the
checkweigher the opportunity to ascertain the true weight was successful on all counts, with the agent being fined
£4. He adds that the agents' solicitor has intimated that there will be an appeal against the verdict. (see NEIMMEJBA-162, 1st letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-164
7th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges at
Fifeshire main collieries since the collieries are free from coal dust and have very little fire-damp.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company,Airdrie, confirming receipt of 2 tracings of their
abandoned upper and lower Drumgray seams and promising to visit their colliery the next Monday afternoon to
discuss them.

NEIMME-JBA-6-165
8th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him of Mr. McLaren's desire to receive copies of the mining publications that are sent to
him, adding that he thinks it would be useful if his Assisting Inspectors were given such publications.

NEIMME-JBA-6-166/167
7th April 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-162, 2nd letter) on the deaths of Jacob
and Robert Bell. The two brushers, aged 55 and 50 respectively, were fatally injured when stone fell in a dook in the
Splint Coal seam of the no.11 or Heathery pit of Wishaw colliery owned by the Glasgow Iron and Steel Company on
the 3rd April 1894 at approximately 11:50 a.m. Robert Bell was killed instantly while Jacob was taken to the surface

alive but died soon after. They were not related. Mr. Atkinson concludes that no-one apart from the two deceased
can be found culpable for the accident, the manager William Smith having alleged that he gave the two men
instructions to take down all loose stone from the brig before taking down the large stone which proved to be their
downfall. On that day, the dook was being brushed for the application of engine haulage and some stone had been
taken down from the roof at the place the accident happened. A brig was next to be taken down and near to it was a
large stone which needed to be secured. The intention was to put in a shot and blow up the brig but as Robert Bell
struck at the stone with a hammer while Jacob held a jumper(?) to the hole, the stone fell and crushed the latter
dead. Jacob crept under the brig and may not have been injured by the stone itself but as he tried to escape. Both
had started work at 6 a.m. and the place of the accident had been examined by the drawer William Russell about an
hour before they had begun when it was apparently safe. That drawer and his father Livingstone Russell were close
by when the accident occurred with the latter finding Jacob under the brig and sending him to the surface in an
empty hutch.

NEIMME-JBA-6-168
7th April/9th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren relating to the case against a Mr. Mowat and confessing that although he
had not got details close at hand the verdict was that only dirt that had been separated and weighed could be
deducted and not coal. He advises Mr. McLaren not to look further into it until the appeal is heard.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 9th April, advising that the
complaint against John Trail in the case of checkweighers not being allowed to act in that capacity should be brought
as he is receiving continuing complaints on the subject. He adds that a minority of miners can appoint a
checkweigher and any who disagrees need not pay towards him, no notice need be given of a checkweighers
appointment and the only real reason for objecting to a man's appointment in that capacity is if a manager believes
him to be an imposter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-169
9th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and company, coalmasters,Larkhall, on the subject of Blair coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-170
9th April/10th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. McLaren asking him to make a copy of an enclosed letter on sheets which are also
enclosed making sure to leave out the name of the county and chief constable named, without necessarily using
copying ink.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Major H. Ross, Chief Constable, Aberdeen, dated 10th April, asking him to fill in
enclosed forms to add information towards the better regulation of quarries in Scotland- providing particulars of
quarries in the county of Aberdeen and sending them to him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-171
10th April/11th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow providing him with information on mining classes available in Glasgow. He
tells him that there are no mining classes at Glasgow University but both day and evening classes in the subject at
the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College. He encloses a calendar of the courses he received from a Dr.
Dyer that morning which contain the details of the courses and adds that they are held in the Andersonian buildings
in West George Street near to Queens Street Station. The lecturers he adds are a Mr. Cooke, an associate of the
Royal School of Mines and a Mr. Mowat, a mining manager for the Summerlee Iron company. The first is a young
man but a fair lecturer according to Mr. Atkinson's information while the second works only at night in the more
popular evening classes, attended by those who wish to gain Manager's certificates. He adds that Dr. Dyer is willing
to provide further information and he will tell him if he gets any more information on the matter and that the son of
Mr. Russell, the mining manager of Coltness Iron company, has attended the classes.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Powell, manager of Leadhills Mines, dated 11th April, confirming receipt of a
letter telling of Mr. Powell's appointment as resident manager of the mines.

NEIMME-JBA-6-172
11th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for a copy of the bill providing for a public enquiry into fatal accidents in industrial
occupations in Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-173
11th April/13th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of deductions at
Woodridge colliery, while adding that due to the conviction of the manager of the Summerlee Iron and Coal
companies for illegal deductions, the questions raised might be better answered after the result of the managers'
appeal is given in a few week's time. He also adds that he believes that women should be employed on the night
shift at Woodside, but that the question is not suitable for a prosecution. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-168, 1st letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 13th April, asking him if the practices
at Fairhill should be immediately changed in accordance with the Sheriff's decision in the weighing case or should be
delayed until the result of the manager's appeal. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-163 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-174
13th April 1894

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Kerr at the Miners Offices, Broxburn, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
tareing of the hutches and the position of the weighing machine at two pits at Beuhar and promises to look into it.
His preliminary opinion is that weighing at the screes is compatible with Section 12 of the Coal mines act and that ,as
long as no coal is lost as it is transported from the pit, the miners should not lose out. Calculating deductions would
also be more convenient at the screes, Mr. Atkinson suggests.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Baron, Aiken and company, referring to their remarks involving mine owners and
the Lothian Coal companies' no.1 pit at Durie in respect to the proposed new Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-6-150
etc.) and promising to communicate these to the Home Office before they formally propose the new rules.

NEIMME-JBA-6-175
14th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, returning and signing a proposed
complaint against James Malcolm while adding that it seems in order but that he cannot advise as to its legality. He
asks that the first week of May be excluded from the possible dates for the hearing of the case.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company,Shotts, confirming the appointment of Thomas
Wood as the manager of their Balton (?) and Baldringly collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-176
14th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to address envelopes to the Home Office ready to be sent to all
the mine owners bound by the Coal Mines act concerning the new Special Rules. His request for telegrams, Mr.
Atkinson suggests, should be sent to the Controller of Postal Stores directly rather than the Stationery Office and a
form he provides should be used as a pattern for such a request.
The second from J. B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery,Hamilton, telling him that he should be in order
continuing his present practice in weighing pending the result of the appeal of the Fairhill Colliery case on the
subject. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-173, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-177
14th April/16th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that the notice of an appeal to
the Fairhill weighing case had been received by him that day. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-176, 2nd letter above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Charles of Ashes colliery,Dunfermline, dated 16th April, confirming that
a trial pit has been sunk at the colliery in Culross.

NEIMME-JBA-6-178
17th April 1894
Plan of the abandoned Bellsdyke seams at their numbers 3,4 and 5 pits signed by J.B. Atkinson, their no.4 pit being
discontinued due to a thinning out of the seam, the other two due to an influx of water in November 1893 and
February 1894 respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-179
17th April/18th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of
William Harrower by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell,Glasgow, advising them to send their application for working with
only one outlet in their Ell coal seam at Knownoble colliery directly to the Home Office while Mr. Atkinson looks
further into the matter.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 18th April, enclosing envelopes for addressing to the mine owners
regarding the new Special Rules and asking him to make it clear they are being sent from London. He asks that the
addressed envelopes be brought to him the next Thursday for immediate dispatch since the Home Office has
contacted him again about the matter. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-176, 1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-180
19th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Woodside Coal company,Glasgow, asking them to discontinue their deduction
system in their no.3 pit and replace it with one in which only the weight of dirt that has been separated and weighed
can be deducted from the coal as is designated by the present law. This practice should continue, he adds, until the
appeal by Mowat is heard by Mr. Ronaldson and the affair is settled. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-173, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into his concerns
regarding the no. 1 pit at Gateside.

NEIMME-JBA-6-181
19th April 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.D. Semphill, Chief Constable, Sterling, asking him to return enclosed forms on
quarries in sections of Sterling within Mr. Atkinson's district i.e. those in Slamannan, Tarbert, Polmont, Muiravonside

and Bothkennan (?) in regards to the better regulation of quarries in Scotland to him to be sent to the Secretary of
State.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Gordon
Kerr by Mr. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-182
19th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Commander W.B. McHardy, Chief Constable, Hamilton, asking him to fill in enclosed
forms concerning the better regulation of quarries in Scotland as applicable to the parishes of Lanark in Mr.
Atkinson's district, namely New Monkland, Shotts, Carnethan, Hamilton, Glasgow, Avondale and all parishes to the
East and West of these directly to him to then be sent on to the Secretary of State. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-181, 1st
letter above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-183
19th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the manager of the Glasgow Tramway and Omnibus Company complaining about the
treatment of his housemaid Ada Chamberlain who fell from a tram as it moved away before she could get clear,
injuring her leg and leading to her losing her purse containing 16 shillings. The chambermaid added that she thought
the conductor had seen what had happened but the tram was still not stopped. Mr. Atkinson asks the company to
pay the housemaid some reparation for the incident.

NEIMME-JBA-6-184
19th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson,Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, confirming that envelopes can be sent to the mine owners immediately informing them of the five
new Special Rules and enclosing addressed envelopes for that very purpose. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-179, 3rd letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-185
19th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Mackay of Polton colliery promising to visit the colliery the next day to enquire
further into the death of Martin Rorke (see NEIMME-JBA-6-187 below).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Campbell of Brora colliery telling him that he will visit the colliery on the 24th
April and wishes to see the pit on that day.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths at Bonnybridge informing him that he will be visiting the (Bonnybridge?)
mine on the next Saturday to enquire further into the accident to Mr. D. Buchannan and the appointment of James
Gilchrist as a new manager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-186
Date not given
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, disagreeing with any attempts to involve Inspectors of Mines in giving
evidence in civil cases as the proposed act for a public enquiry into fatal accidents in Industrial Occupations in
Scotland will suffice when fatalities are involved, and in non-fatal cases such evidence may well go against miners.
He disagrees with the suggestion that miners have felt great bitterness because Inspectors hve refused to give
evidence, as miners have never mentioned this to him in the course of his job. He argues that a Mr. Bradley should
be told that the Secretary of State cannot sanction the use of Inspectors in such cases as it would seriously interfere
with the duties for which they are appointed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-187
21st April 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-187, 2nd letter below) on the death of
Martin Rorke. The 28 year old collier was killed instntly by a fall of rock from the roof at the roadhead or face of
brushing in the no.2 road of the top section of the Rough Coal seam in Polton colliery owned by the Lothian Coal
company at about 1:30p.m. on the 19th April 1894. After visiting the scene of the incident the day after, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that it was accidental. The deceased, Thomas Tugman and James McDonald, employed by a Mr.
John Cochrane, were employed brushing the road on the day of the accident. R. Brown, the fireman, had inspected
the area that morning before they began work at 6a.m and when Mr. Cochrane informed them of their work that
day an hour later, the place was apparently safe. Cochrane again visited the place at about 1p.m. and told his
workers to put in a shot and fire it. At about the time of the accident, the deceased was putting stones into the
building being constructed while Mr. McDonald was clearing the loose stones left by Mr. Rorke and Mr. Tugman was
involved in construction elsewhere. Suddenly a mass of rock weighing about 30 cwt fell and crushed Mr. Rorke to
death. There was no tree under the rock to stabilize it, but Mr. Cochrane did not think that this or the earlier shot
had any effect on the rock becoming unstable.

NEIMME-JBA-6-188
21st April/22nd April 1894
Three lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-187.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Martin
Rorke (see NEIMME-JBA-6-187 above).
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 22nd April, asking him to visit his office to read the letters sent
there on Tuesday and Thursday as he expects to be away in the North possibly until the next Saturday.

NEIMME-JBA-6-189
21st April 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a report by assisting inspector Mr. Johnstone on an accident at Monkland colliery caused
by the explosion of a detonating cap resulting in an injury to a boy named James McKinlay.

NEIMME-JBA-6-190
30th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Provand, M.P.,London, apologising for not replying to an earlier letter as he was
away the week of its arrival and his wife had taken the letter down South with her. He adds that he has sent his
subsequent letter to her promising that she will reply. He adds that 'they' have seats for the theatre on the night he
describes, but has advised 'them' to change them so they can visit the Indies gallery. He thanks Mr. Provand for his
help and promises that if he can be of service to him, he will be.

NEIMME-JBA-6-191
28th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of Robert
Ruthven by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, Falkirk, advising him to apply to the Inspector of Weights and Measures
to look at the weighing machine at Shieldhill colliery if it causes concern. He confesses that he does not understand
the problem concerning water clients and asks whether the miners see them as a possible danger.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the application for exemption from 2 shafts for the Ell coal
seam at Knownoble colliery to be granted.

NEIMME-JBA-6-192
28th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Secretary of the Miners' Committee, Airdrie, promising to look into the problems
regarding lack of air, proper inspections and the employment of an underage engineman at Barblues colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Captain J.F. Bremner, Chief Constable in Cupar, Fife, thanking him for providing a
list of quarries in Kinross (see NEIMME-JBA-6-182 etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Walker, Bathville, thanking him for the rock specimen he has received and
enclosing a copy of his report. He also congratulates Mr. Walker on his marriage.

NEIMME-JBA-6-193
28th April 1894

Two lettersThe first from J. B. Atkinson to the Springbank Colliery company,Glasgow, calling thair attention to the lack of
discipline and contravention of rules at their Sanders pit pointed out by Mr. Johnstone on his recent visit. He noted
that there was no fireman employed during the day; on several days, no fireman's report was written in the book
and working areas were not marked with chalk by him (a problem that Mr. Johnstone had noted on an inspection a
year previously); on several occasions the report of the inspection of the working places before the entry of the men
were not made until 7p.m. rather than within 2 hours of the beginning of work with no regular second inspection
being made and the upper back scaffold at the pithead and the pumping engine flywheel were not fenced. He does
not propose prosecuting the pit since he is aware that new management has just taken it over, but adds that he
wants these matters dealt with without delay.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Mair, Chief Constable, Elgin, thanking him for providing him with a list of
quarries in Elgin (see NEIMME-JBA-6-192, 1st letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-194
28th April 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to F.J. Robertson, Newarthill, confirming receipt of a letter by Mr. Ronaldson concerning
weighing problems at Tundeas(?) colliery and also confirming its' investigation, but adding that such issues should be
brought up before the management with the Inspectors of Mines only being brought in when and if they refuse to
carry out the law.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Chief Constable at Duns thanking him for providing a list of quarries in
Berwickshire in regards to the Quarry regulations question. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-193, 2nd letter above)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Peter Divers
by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-195
28th April 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company, confirming that they have begun sinking a shallow shaft on
the North side of their field since March for which they needed to give notice.

NEIMME-JBA-6-196
28th April 1894
Plan of the no.1 pit at Bridgehouse owned by the Laurigg coal company signed by J.B. Atkinson in which the Upper or
Bolinburn and Mid coal were discontinued in May 1893 due to railway construction.

NEIMME-JBA-6-197
28th April 1894

Plan of the Drumclair colliery in Slamannan signed by J.B. Atkinson abandoned for Splint and Upper Drumgray coal in
December 1893 for being unremunerative.

NEIMME-JBA-6-198
30th April/1st May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. King of Darngavil colliery, informing him of his visit to the colliery the next day and
his desire to go down the pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, informing him that his complaints about the
no.10 pit at Darngavil will receive attention.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Arrol, Superintendent of the Chief Constable's Office in Peebles thanking him
for a list of quarries in Peebles (see NEIMME-JBA-6-194, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-199
Blank page.

NEIMME-JBA-6-200
1st May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John White, Chief Constable of Alloa, thanking him for providing a list of quarries in
Clackmannanshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-198, 3rd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong congratulating him on being appointed manager at Carfin (?)
collieries and saying that although the collieries are outside his district the same company own Loganlea collieries in
his area and he knows Mr. McCulloch of the company well and he thinks they will get on well. He adds that he
believes the pit will have thin seams but good coal.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, concerning a dispute between the manager and checkweigher
at Ross colliery and promising that Mr. McLaren will look into it further. He adds that he believes that the
checkweigher may be at least partly at fault, since he was not impressed with his tone when he visited the colliery on
the 19th April 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-201
April 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-201A

April 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland.

NEIMME-JBA-6-202
April 1894
Plan of Palther and Ashes colliery with abandoned main coal seam and coal seam respectively signed by J.B.
Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-203
April 1894
Plan concerning Tuil (?) in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-204
2nd May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. MacPherson, Chief Constable, Perth, enclosing 12 more forms concerning quarries
(see NEIMME-JBA-200, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thorneycroft, Glasgow, confirming the opening out of the Virtuewell seam from
their no.2 pit, the cessation of coal drawing from their no.1 pit and the appointment of James Murray as their
undermanager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-205
2nd May/3rd May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (Mr. McLaren?), enclosing 6 copies of his report and asking the
recipient if they still planned on taking their holiday in June since Mr. Johnstone planned to take his holiday in Largs
in the middle of July and Mr. Atkinson hoped his holiday would be finished by then since he had advised Mr.
Johnstone that his plans were acceptable. In a postscript Mr. Atkinson reveals he has received a telegram and
further enclosed information from the recipient.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.D. Sempil, Chief Constable, Stirling, dated 3rd May, thanking him for the letter by
Mr. Grant containing information on the quarries of the Eastern division of Stirlingshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-204, 1st
letter etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 3rd May, asking him to visit (the office) to look at the received
letters the next night if possible, although he adds that it is not urgent since he expects to return home on Saturday
night.

NEIMME-JBA-6-206
5th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, Falkirk, promising to look further into the question of water chests and the
weighing of a quarter cwts.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. MacPherson, Chief Constable, Perth, thanking him for the list of quarries in
Perthshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-205, 2nd letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Charles George, Chief Constable of Stonehaven, thanking him for the list of quarries in
the county of Kincardine (see letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-207
5th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Porter, Chief Constable of Ledburgh, thanking him for the list of quarries in
Roxburghshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-206, 2nd and 3rd letters above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Colonel Borthwick, Chief Constable, Linlithgow, thanking him for the list of quarries
in Linlithgow (see letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, saying that he has nothing to add to their committee
concerning the new Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-6-184 etc.) since he has received no objections to these Rules as
yet since their adjustment in collaboration with their committee.

NEIMME-JBA-6-208
5th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt of West Drumgray colliery, Airdrie, voicing his opinion that there should
be no danger from the proposed Darngavil dam as long as there is a sufficient barrier in place between the Kiltongue
coal and Darngavil. From the plans he has, Mr. Atkinson believes there should be no problem although he adds that
he is not certain of the plans' accuracy. He also asks if a query has been made on the subject of a float in the no.12
pit at Darngavil and whether it can be examined by Mr. Burt and the Drumshangie Coal company. If there is still
doubt, Mr. Atkinson advises taking the Kiltongue coal out, being careful to tap any water on the Darngavil side first
by driving a close place and boring it (see NEIMME-JBA-6-160, 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mr. Stevenson of Burniehill colliery, confirming a visit to Slamannan to
enquire into the death of Robert Burt and injuries to Henry Edwards (see NEIMME-JBA-6- 219, 2nd letter) on
Monday morning.

NEIMME-JBA-6-209
7th May/8th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Colonel Borthwick, Chief Constable at the County Buildings in Edinburgh, thanking him
for the list of quarries in Mid and East Lothian (see NEIMME-JBA-6-207, 1st and 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hamilton, Miners' agent,Shotts, promising to look further into reported
irregularities at collieries in the Shotts district.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 8th May, providing details of where plants for pumping
can be found. Extensive plants can be found at Garnock colliery in Hamilton and at Houghton colliery in Durham
according to Mr. Atkinson while small plants can be found at Armiston and Newbattle collieries near Edinburgh and
Loganlea in West Calder amongst others.

NEIMME-JBA-6-210
7th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Adamson, Chief Constable, Forfar, apologising for mislaying his list of quarries for
Forfarshire and not thanking him for it sooner (see NEIMME-JBA-6-209, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Stevenson of Birniehill colliery,Slamannan, telling him that the new second
Special Rule will not apply to their Ladygrange bottom as it has an appliance which constantly serves as a fence (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-207, 3rd letter etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Nimmo apologising for the mislaying of his section of the Furnaceyard pit and not
thanking him for it sooner while also apologising for the reasons the section was not sent sooner.

NEIMME-JBA-6-211
8th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and son,Edinburgh, telling them it will not be necessary for them to post
the new Special Rules with room for objections as the Rules will become law anyway if the owners do not object to
them within 20 days (see NEIMME-JBA-6-210, 2nd letter above.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-212/213/214/215
9th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, objecting to the suggestion that the Inspector of Mines should provide reports on all the accidents
occurring at the mines to send to the appropriate procurator fiscal. Mr. Atkinson argues that the Inspector spends
too much time already on clerical work in providing reports for every fatal accident and that every non-fatal accident
is thoroughly inquired into. He also objects that he should have been notified before the matter had been 'finally
disposed of'. He adds that he believes that only the Inspector of Mines should decide whether a prosecution should

take place in the event of an accident and not the procurator fiscals, and although most agree with him, he does
note that some believe they should have the responsibility. He also expresses his opinion that all the information
given to the procurators regarding accidents should be passed on to him, noting that some pass him police reports,
some copies of the police reports but never pass on to him the evidence given by witnesses of the accident involved.
He expresses his belief that the English system, whereby the inspector looks into all fatal accidents and suspicious
non-fatal ones and the coroner leaves all questions of prosecution to the inspector and others prepare reports to
help the inspector decide in all but the largest cases, is much more satisfactory than that in use in Scotland. He
suggests that until the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) bill comes through the present system whereby a report is
transmitted to the Lord Advocate in the case of each fatal accident by the procurator fiscal along with whether
blame can be attached to anyone for it and if a prosecution should follow should continue, as well as the adding of
reports in non-fatal cases by the Inspector when he believes prosecutions should follow.

NEIMME-JBA-6-216
9th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas Moore
by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Burt concerning the application he has applied for. He adds that he would not be
surprised if his predecessor Ralph Moore may be involved as he has heard he has taken a field between Uddingston
and Blantyre.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. W. Watt, Athanaeum, thanking him for providing analyses of stone and brick. He
adds that he will be at the Athaeneum the next day but cannot be sure when as he has an appointment which may
keep him from getting there by 2 p.m.

NEIMME-JBA-6-217
9th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.Ross Stewart,Edinburgh, promising to look over proofs relating to Regulation and
Inspection of mines at any time and informing him that two important cases relating to weighing clauses of the Coal
Mines act will be before the courts the next day but may well be sent to Edinburgh to be decided. He also refers to
his planned holiday to Lundin Links (?) in June, July and August and his hopes to play golf with Mr. Stewart when he
visits Leven.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McHardy, Chief Constable at the Castle, Inverness, thanking him for a list of
quarries in Invernessshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-210, 1st letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-218
10th May 1894

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-219, 2nd letter below) on the injuries of
Robert Burt and Harry Edwards caused by an accidental explosion of gunpowder in a shot hole in the brushing at the
roadhead of the Splint coal seam of the No.1 pit at Binniehill colliery owned by John Watson Limited on the 2nd May
1894 at approximately 7.20 p.m. The 33 year old Mr. Burt died of his injuries 2 days later, while the 23 year old Mr.
Edwards provided evidence of their injuries three days after Mr. Burt's death when Mr. Atkinson visited the scene of
the incident. Mr. Edwards stated that they both began working there at 5p.m.on the day of the accident and had
bored and fired one shot and bored another before the accident happened. The machine used to bore the holes was
being moved by Mr. Edwards while the deceased charged the second hole using a wooden scoot and loose
gunpowder. Despite filling his cap lamp with oil and cutting its wick to reduce sparks, Mr. Atkinson believes it was
this which set off the gunpowder as Mr. Burt asked Mr. Edwards if the 2 pounds of powder he had placed in the hole
was sufficient. As Mr. Burt was very close to the blast, he had much more severe injuries than Mr. Edwards who
escaped with little injury. Mr. Atkinson comments that it is a dangerous practice using gunpowder near a cap lamp.

NEIMME-JBA-6-219
10th May/12th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Gordon, Chief Constable, Dingwall, thanking him for the list of quarries in Ross and
Cromarty. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-217, 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Robert Burt
and the injury to Henry Edwards (see NEIMME-JBA-6-218 above)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Commander W.B. McHardy, Chief Constable, Hamilton, dated 12th May, thanking him
for the list of quarries in his area that were in Mr. Atkinson's district. (see first letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-220
Date not given
Report by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising the receiver of an objection to the proposed new Special Rules
by the Niddrie and Beuhar collieries of Mid and East Lothian. A letter from the solicitors Anderson and Chisholm is
reported as containing the objection from the Mid and East Lothian coalmasters and being received on the 1st May.
Mr. Atkinson advises that if arbitration is needed a suitable arbitrator must be found by 15th May and reports that
he has asked the solicitors to inform the Niddrie and Beuhar collieries to withdraw their objection and substitute
another by the 14th May or at least within the 20 days grace period allowed for such an objection. Mr. Atkinson also
notes that the objection is related to the lack of conformity between most of the coalmasters and a few in Mid and
East Lothian noted by his predecessor Mr. Moore after the first implementation of Special Rules in 1888 after the
passing of the 1887 Coal Mines act. These few owners set up their own rules and since a suitable arbitrator was not
found at the time were allowed to continue to do so without being challenged. Mr. Atkinson believes that
conformity in this case is necessary for all coalmasters and suggests that if no agreement is reached in the specified
time the new Rules be withdrawn and the existing rules in force over nearly all of Scotland including the new Special
Rules be served upon them. The collieries involved are given as Bolton, Whitehill, Newbattle, Gulverston and
Ormiston in Midlothian and Billyford, Penston,Carberry, Wallyford, Elphinstone and Ormiston Station in East Lothian.
In a post script he suggests that their planned meeting on the 16th May might be able to settle the matter before
arbitration is necessary. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-211etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-221
11th May 1894
Three lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-220.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Anderson and Chisholm,Edinburgh, agreeing to meet Mr. Martin, the manager of
Niddrie colliery, and a Mr. Durie concerning objections to the new Special Rules on the next Wednesday , the 16th
May in the afternoon. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-220 above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall, Cowdenbeath, asking him to act as an arbitrator in the case of Niddrie
collieries' objections to the new Special Rules should it prove necessary as long as he has no shares in the company
involved. (see letter above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-222
11th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife enclosing a report on the death of Robert
Haide by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow, Leven, providing advice on how to avoid further accidents resulting from
the swinging of the kettle in the Aitken pit.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson advising him that Burns and Aiken have written a letter asking himself
and Mr. Ronaldson to sign the new Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson informs Mr. Ronaldson to get in touch with him about
the matter, and suggests any time after the next Wednesday as suitable for him despite expressing scepticism over
the necessity of doing so. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-221, 2nd and 3rd letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-223/224/225/226/227/228/229/230
12th May 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-232, 2nd letter) on the deaths of
Charles Clark, David Graham and Thomas Wood. The three sinkers, aged 38,38 and 25 respectively, died when they
fell off a kettle as it was being lifted in the Aitken pit at Kelly colliery which was being sunk by the Fife Coal company
on the 8th May 1894 at about 10.30 a.m. Shots were being fired at the time and they were all riding the shaft
standing on the rim of the kettle. After visiting the scene of the incident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that there were no
grounds on which to prosecute anybody involved. The sinker Martin Slattery, the only survivor of the lifted kettle,
remarked that he believed the deaths were caused by Clarks' inability to stay still on the rim, a practice he had noted
but not reported several times since he had begun work there three weeks previously and his subsequent putting his
hand out and putting the kettle off the plumb. This destabilised the kettle causing Mr. Wood to be caught by a
banton either by his head or shoulder and knocking him off. Mr. Graham then lost hold and fell to his death while
Mr. Slattery and Mr. Clark tried unsuccessfully to grab hold of the bell wire. Mr. Clark then fell and grabbed onto Mr.
Slattery's legs before falling after a shot went off. Archibald Irvine, one of the three brothers and sinking contractors
under the supervision of the certificated manager John Beveridge and undermanager Robert Muir, noted that some
of the men had suggested that Mr. Clark should have been in charge rather than Mr. Slattery , who had taken over as

the main sinker since a Mr. Casey had been off work since the 1st May. Mr. Irvine added that he he had known Mr.
Slattery for 6 or 7 years and considered him competent, adding that he did not complain about Mr. Clark. John Smith
the engineman and William Gillespie the pitheadman added their testimony but could not add to the supposition as
to what caused the deaths. Mr. Atkinson added a page long diagram of the workings of the shaft, and adds his
opinion that although the practice of travelling up the shaft on the rim of a kettle is widespread, he himself considers
it dangerous and adds that he believes that skating(?) deals should have been attached to the sides of the bantons
next (to?) the winding space for safety reasons.

NEIMME-JBA-6-231
12th May 1894
Plan of the no.1 pit at Stauther colliery at Dalserf owned by Frame and company signed by J.B. Atkinson in which the
Virtuewell coal was abandoned in January 1894 due to exhaustion of remunerative coals.

NEIMME-JBA-6-232
12th May 1894
Two lettersThe first a telegram from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to H. Mungall, Cowdenbeath, telling him that he must
appoint an arbitrator that day (see NEIMME-JBA-6-221, 3rd letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the deaths
of Charles Clark, David Graham and Thomas Wood (see NEIMME-JBA-6-223-230 inclusive)

NEIMME-JBA-6-233
14th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, (to H. Mungall- see NEIMME-JBA-6-234, 2nd letter below) conferring on him the
position of arbitrator in the case of the objection of Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company to the proposed new Special
Rules at Niddrie colliery proposed by the Secretary of State for the Home Department in Sections 47 and 54 of the
Coal Mines Registration act of 1887 (see NEIMME-JBA-6-232, 1st letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-234
14th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Thorneycroft of Merryton colliery, informing him that a checkweigher cannot be
proceeded against like an ordinary miner for an offence against the Mines act, the only possible action being his
removal from the post.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall, Cowdenbeath, telling him that he encloses a formal letter appointing
him as arbitrator (in the case against Niddrie and Beuhar company- see NEIMME-JBA-6-233 above etc.) if he is
needed.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to George McCreath, mining engineer,Glasgow, telling him of H. Mungall agreeing to
take on the position of arbitrator (see letter above etc.) so he will not need to trouble him further.

NEIMME-JBA-6-235
14th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company, Edinburgh, informing them that he has
appointed in accordance with Section 47(a) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 Henry Mungall of Cowdenbeath
collieries as the arbitrator on behalf of the Secretary of State for the Home Department in the case of their
objections to the proposed new Special Rules at Niddrie colliery under Sections 47 and 54 of the mentioned act. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-234, 2nd and 3rd letters above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-236
15th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood of Whitehill colliery, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of Thomas
Webster as the manager of the colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland of Carron collieries, Falkirk, informing him that the men at the
collieries wish to allowed one quarter cwts to be allowed in weighing the coal and that he believes that they are
entitled to this under the Coal Mines act. He concludes by asking if Mr. Clelland will agree to this.

NEIMME-JBA-6-237
15th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Rawyards Colliery company,Airdrie, confirming that they have opened the old shaft
called the no.9 Shanes(?) pit to work the Ell, Main and Pyotshaw coals.

NEIMME-JBA-6-238
15th May/16th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow, Leven, on the subject of the recent accident at the Kelly Aitken pit (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-223-230 inclusive) remarking that he has no experience in the use of riders or wire rope guides for
sinking except seeing them in action at Newbattle colliery. He encloses his report from the previous year containing
a sketch of one of the accidents connected to the use of a small rider, the two riders used with the sinking kettles
not leading to any accident. He concludes that he will leave the decision of what to do to improve safety up to him
but that something must be done quickly.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour,Hamilton, dated 16th May, apologising for not being able to wire him
about a visit to Ross colliery due to a late homecoming and informing him that he will be there the next day shortly
after noon.

NEIMME-JBA-6-239
15th May/16th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, Falkirk, informing him that Mr. McLaren had advised the manager of
Shieldhill colliery that the coal should be weighed to one quarter cwts and that Mr. Atkinson had sent a letter to him
urging the same, (see NEIMME-JBA-6-236, 2nd letter) despite the manager's objections that the wages paid to the
miners had been settled on the basis of paying to a half cwts and the fact that that practice had been followed in the
colliery for many years. The Mine act expressly asking fot the true weighing of the coal is seen as justification by Mr.
Atkinson for his stance. Mr. McLaren added that he did not see any danger in the collieries' use of water chests,
though the manager had subsequently agreed to emty them when men were riding.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. McVey, manager of Ross colliery, dated 16th May, informing him of a received
complaint that he has not allowed a properly elected checkweigher to do his job at the colliery and proposes to visit
the next day to enquire into the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-240
16th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company,Edinburgh, informing the company that,
since at a meeting Mr. Chisholm, Mr. Martin and Mr. Durie had withdrawn their objections to the new Special Rules,
he asks the company to ignore his previous letter appointing Harry Mungall as an arbitrator in the case. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-235 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-241
16th May/17th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and sons, Edinburgh, confirming the appointments of Richard
Robertson and a Mr. McGregor as the managers of Rosebank and Brownrigg collieries respectively.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Duncan of the Crown Office,Edinburgh, dated 17th May, confirming receipt of a
letter concerning the appeal of Mr. Hastie and Mr. Atkinson and stating that he will meet with the Solicitor General
at his chamber in the Crown Office in Edinburgh to discuss it further that coming Saturday morning at 11 a.m.

NEIMME-JBA-6-242
17th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland of Carron collieries,Falkirk, confirming receipt of a letter in which Mr.
Clelland agrees to give instructions that he will allow one quarter cwts in weighing (see NEIMME-JBA-6-239, 1st
letter etc.) He adds that in England only dirt picked out and weighed can be deducted from the price paid for coal

under English law and that an upcoming case beginning the next Monday, Mowat vs. Ronaldson, should show
whether the Scottish judges take a similar view.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Cunningham, district superintendent of Queen Street station, asking him to
supply a 3rd class saloon carriage and a luggage van or a saloon carriage with a luggage compartment on the 1st
June to accommodate Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Ronaldson's family comprising 14 persons altogether on a trip to Largs
on the 1.20 p.m. train from Queen Street.

NEIMME-JBA-6-243
17th May/ 18th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, confessing that his presence is probably
required the next Monday at an important appeal case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-242, 1st letter) which would mean he
would not be able to attend the Haywood case or complaint against Mr. Malcolm. He adds that since he knows
nothing about the case, and is required to meet with the Solicitor General the previous Saturday to consult on the
appeal case, he would prefer to attend the appeal case, even if he is not required there, to hear the arguments, if
that is possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, dated 18th May, apologising for
returning too late to his home to arrange an appointment that day and that the next two days he will be engaged in
Edinburgh (see letter above) The next Tuesday is suggested as the next day he will be free to meet, but advises that
his suggestion of a ballot being taken between Mr. Smith and Mr. Thompson will not be fair if the latter has already
been elected.

NEIMME-JBA-6-244
17th May/18th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, informing him of a received complaint
against a Mr. McVie, the manager of Ross colliery, for preventing an elected checkweigher James Thompson from
taking on his post and suggesting another ballot with another preferred candidate. After visiting the colliery, Mr.
Atkinson remarks that the objections made by the manager were so personal and heated he did not come to any
definite conclusion as to the rights and wrongs of the case and asks Mr. Russell to enquire further, adding that the
miners may be influenced by the mining agent David Gilmour but that he cannot see any reason why they should not
be guided by him. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-243, 2nd letter above)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Major D.F. Gordon, Chief Constable, Aberdeen, dated 18th May, thanking him for
his enclosed list of quarries in Aberdeenshire (see NEIMME-JBA-6-219, 1st and 3rd letters etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-245
17th May/18th May 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the recipient that after a meeting with the manager of
Niddrie colliery and the solicitor of the Mid and East Lothian Coalmasters Association the objections to the proposed
new Special Rules were withdrawn (see NEIMME-JBA-6-240 etc.) He adds that he and Mr. Ronaldson had visited
James Aitken, the solicitor for most of the Coalmasters in Scotland,who had assisted in the meetings concerning the
new Rules, to broach the subject of the Coalmasters signing agreement to the new Special Rules as would seem to
be required by section 51(2) of the Coal Mines act concerning Special Rules in general. He asks the recipient for
information as to the practice in other inspector's districts concerning signatures on new Special Rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, informing him that the miners at Ross colliery, according to
R. Russell, are divided as to whether a Mr. Smith or Mr. Thompson be elected checkweigher and asking if, therefore,
a ballot might be arranged to sort out the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-244, 1st letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-246
18th May/19th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries, informing him that his services as arbitrator in
the Niddrie colliery Special Rules affair will not now be necessary as the objections were dropped in a meeting in
Edinburgh the previous Wednesday. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-245, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for papers relating to the application for an undermanager's certificate by Alexander McIvor.
He adds that he believes that his predecessor Mr. Moore had refused the certificate but has been asked to enquire
again into the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-247
19th May 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of William
White by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Wyness, Central Police office,Aberdeen, thanking him for the list of
quarries in the city of Aberdeen (see NEIMME-JBA-6-244, 2nd letter etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, promising to meet with him the next
Tuesday on an undisclosed matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-248/249/250
Date unknown
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, relating to a court case concerning the weighing of minerals and
improper billing. Mr. Atkinson discusses the problems involved in weighing minerals from underground and deciding
their worth to the miners involved. He discusses the rights of a mine owner to deduct money if the hutches are
improperly filled- either through the overfilling, underfilling or filling with different minerals. He adds that it is often

the case in Scotland that arrangements are made for different sizes or different minerals in the same seam to be
collected in separate hutches and at separate rates, with inconvenience resulting if the wrong sizes or minerals are
placed in the wrong hutch as the places for emptying the different agreed materials are often far apart. In these
cases, Mr. Atkinson argues, mine owners may be justified in deducting money despite seeming to be at variance with
the act saying that miners should be paid for the actual amount of the mineral they are contracted to bring up. In the
event of hutches being overfilled or filled so that the mineral overhangs the sides or top of the hutch,safety and
convenience questions are involved and should be dealt with by the Special Rule in Section 51. Underfilling also
causes inconvenience by forcing the mine owners to send up more hutches than is strictly necessary. Mr. Atkinson
professes his hope that the court will more stringently define what it means by improper filling and that even if it
rules that a hutch containing over 10 cwt is overfilled, the owners can still be prosecuted for not truly weighing the
remainder (see NEIMME-JBA-6-243, 1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-251
21st May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.T. Robson, Swansea, confessing that he knows of only one case where the use of naked
lights underground caused an explosion of fire-damp in his 5 years and 5 months he has been in the district- on the
30th August 1890 at Kimmel colliery and even then under unusual circumstances which he describes in an enclosed
report. He adds that he knows of no mine which forbids all use of naked lights, or of one in his district that
systematically sends down fresh safety lamps when others are extinguished.

NEIMME-JBA-6-252
21st May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Flinn,Baillieston, confirming the opening of a coal mine at South Bothwellshields
and confirming receipt of a letter from Mr. Flinn passed on by Mr. Ronaldson. He promises to visit the mine in the
near future.

NEIMME-JBA-6-253/254
22nd May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson confirming receipt of 'Bill's reply to Sir G. Lushington's
letter and memo concerning the dangers of gunpowder in dusty mines and those with firedamp. Mr. Atkinson
expresses agreement with most of the letter, but adds that the mines involved were not only those for coal but also
oil shale, ironstone and wet mines in the district where differing standards apply as to the use of dynamite or the
amount of coal dust found. He also adds that it will be very difficult to set standards for the dustiness of mines from
one district to another or discern from this the probability of explosions occurring and therefore whether to prohibit
the use of gunpowder. He adds that gunpowder is already prohibited from use in any dry/dusty place. Safety could
only be discerned through thorough testing of the areas involved. Through using the examples of Northumberland
steam collieries where the field seam longwall is not dusty at the face since the coal itself is not dusty and the roads
are not dusty either and the contrasting Walker colliery where the seams were worked longwall and were very dusty
and dry Mr. Atkinson suggests the problems involved. Despite this, he suggests that the idea that districts at dusty
mines might be isolated and keeping the roads next to such shafts wet might be possible. Mr. Atkinson also advises
'Bill' to refuse to accept or admit the appointment of a new agent to replace a Mr. Benton at the Midland company

collieries since he has not given proper notice of such a change, and also that it might be advisable to begin
proceedings against him for not doing so to see where the Courts stand on the subject.

NEIMME-JBA-6-255
23rd May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, confirming receipt of a letter concerning
James Malcolm and promising to be present at Lanark the next Monday when his case resumes. (see NEIMME-JBA-6243, 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, concerning the question of the checkweigher's position at
Ross colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-245, 2nd letter etc.) Since a ballot had been made with Mr. Smith winning the
majority of votes from the previously appointed Mr. Thompson, Mr. Atkinson professes that he can see little he can
do to remedy the situation to Mr. Gilmour's satisfaction, despite adding that the management are not supposed to
interfere in such votes as the miners freedom in this matter provides some check on their powers to influence
weighing matters. Since there is no explicit law against such a ballot, and Mr. Atkinson could not find any evidence
that any rules had been flouted or that the checkweigher had been illegally hampered in his duties (despite Mr.
Gilmour's objections), he suggests that Mr. Gilmour should provide evidence to the contrary if he has it if he wants
proceedings to go further.

NEIMME-JBA-6-256
23rd May 1854
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-255, 2nd letter (opposite page).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Captain I.J. Brennen, Chief Constable, Cupar, Fife, enclosing four more forms as
requested concerning the listing of quarries (see NEIMME-JBA-6-244, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-257
26th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Limited at Motherwell collieries confirming the beginning of working the
Pyotshaw coal in their no.8 pit and no.2 pit (at Motherwell) on the 12th and 22nd April respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-258
26th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Limited at Motherwell collieries confirming that they have temporarily
abandoned the working of the Pyotshaw seam in their no.3 pit at Motherwell.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to M.W. Brown of the Coal Trade Offices in Newcastle on Tyne, confirming receipt of a
letter concerning plans for shale works, and adding that he believes R.J. Moore is competent to prepare such plans.

NEIMME-JBA-6-259
26th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson,Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing an application from Assistant Inspector R. McLaren for leave from 21st June to the 21st
July. Mr. Atkinson adds that if his leave is granted his work can be adequately covered for by Mr. Atkinson and his
other assistant H. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-260
26th May/27th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, confessing he cannot get involved in questioning the
safety of the proposed dam at Darngavil colliery. He adds that if the plans he received regarding the dam are
accurate there should be no danger but cannot ascertain for sure if they are or not.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ross Stewart, dated 27th May, questioning his use of the opinion of a Secretary of
State and the quoting of departmental regulations as if they were legal decisions and continuing that he expects to
see him when the appeal he (Mr. Atkinson) has made comes before the court.

NEIMME-JBA-6-261
26th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's Agent,Motherwell, promising to look further into the
irregularities regarding Cambusnethan colliery that Mr. Sharp has noted. Mr. Atkinson adds that he does not believe
that a manager not allowing his men to the surface while there is coals in the bottom is a breach of the Coal Mines
act, but that it may break common law. He also adds that a checkweigher being involved in meetings with the men
may contravene what he believes are the duties of a checkweigher- to be involved in nothing but weighing of coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Captain I.J. Brennen,Fife, thanking him for providing a list of quarries in Fife (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-256, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-262
26th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson enclosing a Home Office paper on the new Special Rules and the advice
they give on signing them (see NEIMME-JBA-6-246, 1st letter etc.) He adds that if he wishes to meet Mr. Aiken
concerning the letter he presumes has been sent to him by Burns and Aiken on the subject, he can arrange a time.
Mr. Atkinson also notes that there has been no reply yet to a question concerning injuries or accidents to procurator

fiscals, and asks Mr. Ronaldson that if he sees anybody while at the Home Office in June he mentions the fact that
the reports that they write might be used by others in a manner to prejudice civil cases. He also thanks him for a
circular on quarries and advises him to take along the enclosed Home Office paper when he goes to Burns and Aiken.

NEIMME-JBA-6-263
27th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Fellows thanking him for a box of bricks and providing a comparison of his Scottish
stone and Lowood for silica, alumina, oxide iron, lime, magnesia, combined water and others adding that the key
stone doesn't seem good enough (for his purposes?). He also encloses a specimen of chrome iron ore for valuing.

NEIMME-JBA-6-264
29th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, returning a corrected Proof of Mineral Statistics for 1893 as far as Mr. Atkinson's district is
concerned.

NEIMME-JBA-6-265
29th May/30th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.R. Waddell of Auldton Lime Works,Lesmahagow, acknowledging their intention to
sink a pit at the works to test the coal available.
The second from J. B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Miner's Agent,Larkhall, dated 30th May, promising to look into the
alleged refusal of the manager at Fermiegair colliery to allow the checkweigher to get the tare of the hutches and
the supposed working of a boy over hours at Woodside colliery. Mr. Atkinson asks Mr. Smillie for the name of the
boy.

NEIMME-JBA-6-266
29th May 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Heathfield and Cardossan Fire Clay company,Glasgow, confirming that the company
have bought the Struther colliery and have appointed William M. Fitzpatrick as its first class certificated manager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-267
30th May 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Kerr of the Miner's Office at Broxburn promising to look further into the case of the
checkweigher at Waterkell pit and advising him that the checkweigher's rights to examine his weighing machine
before and after work are decided by weighing up the rules that state that a checkweigher has facilities for testing
and examining his weighing machine but also that said checkweigher is not allowed to impede or interrupt the
working of a mine.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, announcing his intention to the receiver to bring the unspecified
matter involved to a close by viewing an enclosed circular and signed copy of the Special Rules involved. If these are
approved, Mr. Atkinson asks for a further two proofs of the circular and Special Rules upon receipt of which he
promises to send a formal demand for the amount required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-268
30th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son,Edinburgh, confirming that they have refitted and are arranging
to reopen their no.9 pit at Limerigg.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the
no.9 pit at Rawyards under Section 13 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are allowed to
be employed underground at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the
2nd outlet is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th November 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-269
30th May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, dated 1894, receiver unknown (form letter?), informing the receiver that, since they
have raised no objections, the proposed new Special Rules have become established and a copy of these Rules under
Sections 51,54 and 57 signed by Mr. Atkinson as required by section 51(2) of the act have been enclosed and should
be posted up as specified by Section 57 of the act (see NEIMME-JBA-6-262 etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Hay and Cassells, writers,Hamilton, confirming receipt of their letter concerning the
checkweigher at Coltness Ross colliery enclosing a statement by him on the matter and confirming that the action he
took on the matter is correctly mentioned in the statement.

NEIMME-JBA-6-270
31st May 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.M. Ronaldson, dated 1894, receiver unknown (form letter?) , containing the same content as
NEIMME-JBA-6-269, 1st letter above.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander
McPherson by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-271
May 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland with statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-272
May 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland with statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-273
May 1894
Plan concerning the collieries at Merryton, The no.9 pit at Rawyards, Bothwellshields, the no.2 and 3 pits at
Motherwell and Auldton and their discontinuation of Virtuewell coal, Ell, Pyotshaw and Main coal, Drumgray coal,
Pyotshaw coal and coal respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-274
May 1894
Plan concerning the no.3 pit at Motherwell colliery and its discontinuation of Pyotshaw coal signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-275
3rd June/5th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson,Glasgow, promising to look further into perceived defects at
Grant's pit at Greengairs.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 5th June, referring to the
negative judgment given by the Sheriff Substitute to the prosecution of James Malcolm (see NEIMME-JBA-6-255, 2nd
letter etc.) He adds that the prosecution was not undertaken only to punish the manager for disallowing an
appointed checkweigher from doing his work but for the express purpose of making clear the procedure legally
necessary in such appointments. He adds that Mr. Tennant's costs under Section 39(5) of the Coal Mines act will be
considered upon Mr. Atkinson obtaining a copy of the judgement and Mr. Tennant charging it to his expenses. At
this point, Mr. Atkinson promises to inform the Home Secretary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-276
5th June 1894
Continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-275, on opposite page.

NEIMME-JBA-6-277
7th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John (?) of Oakbank Coal company,Glasgow, informing him that in the absence of the
certificated manager it will not be sufficient for R.D. Moore to visit the Oakbank mines occasionally or to appoint
William McIntyre as undermanager while he is employed as a contractor as the act specifies that the mines require
daily personal supervision.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the problem of
ventilation at North Craigend pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-278
8th June/ 9th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Patterson, checkweigher,High Blantyre, informing him that it is quite legal for
deductions for two varieties of coal to be made when they have been agreed to be filled separately and placed in the
wrong hutch since the hutches would be seen to be improperly filled under the act (see NEIMME-JBA-6248/249/250)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the no.2 pit at Manuelrigg colliery
for exemption from 2 shafts provided no more than 20 people work underground at any one time, no fire is used
underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the 2nd shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption
ends on the 30th November 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-279
9th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Millar, manager at Mosside collieries,Bathgate, confirming receipt of a letter
concerning the death of Alexander Thomson following his accident.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Budge, managing director of Wemyss Coal company,Fife, returning one
copy of the two they sent of their Special Rules with the new Special Rules added certified by Mr. Atkinson. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-269, 1st letter etc.))

NEIMME-JBA-6-280
9th June/10th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Neilson of Hermand Oil company, Glasgow, asking him to amend plans of their
abandoned workings at Hermand since it includes no section of strata sunk through was given as required by Section
39 (1) of the Coal Mines act. He adds that a written section with details of the metals found in their no.5 pit will be
sufficient.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Waterloo Brothers and Leyton, printers, asking them to send proofs of the new
Special Rules with a certifying clause added to himself and Mr. Ronaldson to add to their proofs of the circular (of
which he returns one to be corrected). He also returns the original of the circular with an order for proofs of the
Special Rules. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-279, 2nd letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to place the enclosed copy of the Special Rules with new
Special Rules added in a safe place with the originally certified copy produced for Wemyss collieries. He also asks him
his opinion as to how many circulars will be required to send information of the new Special Rules to owners and
what he thought of the outcome of the Haywood case. (see letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-281
9th June 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-282, 2nd letter below) on the
death of Alexander Thomson (see also NEIMME-JBA-6-279, 1st letter) The 53 year old coal miner was injured by a fall
of coal from the side of his working place in the Main Coal seam of the no.2 pit at Riddochhill colliery owned by
Gavin Paul and sons on the 19th May 1894 at approximately 10.30 a.m. and died on the 6th June from his injuries at
the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. After visiting the scene ten days after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no
one could be blamed for it. At about 5a.m. on the morning of the accident, the fireman Robert Skene inspected the
area before the workers arrived and found it safe. The deceased arrived at 6.30 a.m and worked there until the
accident. Thomas Lumsden, the roadsman and fireman had also examined the area about 15 minutes before the
incident occurred and saw no danger as the deceased continued heaving down coal. Andrew Millar, a collier
working nearby, heard a fall and a cry and found the deceased with two lumps of coal on top of him. Mr. Millar and
J. McBride, a co-worker, freed him. The deceased added that he had been kneeling down clearing off the coal by a
back when the fall occurred. No shot had been used but Mr. Atkinson noted that Mr. Thomson had only recently
recovered from an accident on the surface and may have been less efficient than normal at clearing himself.

NEIMME-JBA-6-282
9th June 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-281.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of
Alexander Thomson (see NEIMME-JBA-6-281 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-283
9th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Graham, checkweigher,Falkirk, promising to look further into the weighing to one
quarter cwt at East Roughrigg colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John (?), Oakbank Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of William
McIntyre as the undermanager of Oakbank mines during the absence of Mr. Sneddon.

NEIMME-JBA-6-284
13th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson,Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to begin proceedings against W.S. Russell, certificated manager of Woodside
colliery, for employing an underage boy, John Leiper, for more than 10 hours and after 2p.m. at the surface of the
mine at the coal washing machine, contravening Section 7(3) and 7(4) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887, on
the 12th May 1894. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-265, 2nd letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-285
12th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Doimbristle Colliery company,Fife, confirming receript of a letter enclosing two
copies of the Additional Special Rules. Mr. Atkinson promises that a circular letter with a signed letter of the Rules
will be sent shortly, but in the meantime the new rules are in force. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-280, 2nd and 3rd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
new Special Rules and promising them that circulars and copies of the Rules with a certifying clause are at that
moment being printed and will be sent out shortly (see letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. McLaren advising him to renew his season ticket and passing on the advice
of the procurator fiscal as to appealing against the Heywood case- the consensus is not to bother, but the papers
have been sent to the Crown Council for their opinion on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-286
12th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie concerning the tare at Fermigair colliery. Mr. Atkinson reports on his visit to
the colliery at the end of May and his talk with the manager on the matter. He explained that as the hutches were
common to both their pits they had begun a practice of the checkweigher and pitheadman taring the hutches during
ordinary work time, since one of the pits was not drawing much coal at the time. He advises him to inform the
checkweigher that they needed to apply (to the Home Office?) to allow this to take place.

NEIMME-JBA-6-287
13th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Waterloo Brothers and Layton,printers, informing them that they had erroneously
sent proofs of the New Additional Special Rules to Mr. Ronaldson, who had sent them to him. He encloses one of the
copies to send back to them. He also asks that 400 of each be printed and sent to Mr, Atkinson as soon as possible.
(see NEIMME-JBA-6-285, 1st and 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-288
16th June/ 17th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Lynn of Hermand Oil company,West Calder, asking him to add the journal of the
bore to his section of strata at Helmand to add the metals sunk through in the pit and therefore fulfill the
requirements of the Coal Mine act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, confirming receipt of a letter concerning
the James Malcolm case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-275, 2nd letter etc.) with a copy of the note by the Crown Council. He
asks for a copy of the Sheriff's judgement in the case.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 17th June, informing him that he has enclosed a
letter from Mr. Bradford, but does not know if he will come to an unspecified meeting or not and suggests 'Bill' write
to him and ask.

NEIMME-JBA-6-289
16th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning Darngavil
Dam from Mr. Robertson with an enclosure of a letter by Mr. Higgins on the subject and sending the latter back to
Mr. Robertson having noted its contents. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-260, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Clackmannan Coal company, thanking them for sending a copy of the Special
Rules with the new Additional Rules added and promising to send a signed copy of the New Rules in the near future,
adding that the new Rules were now in force. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-287 etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company at Muirheath colliery,Dunfermline, promising to make a visit to
the colliery on the 20th June to look further into their application for exemption from 2 shafts.

NEIMME-JBA-6-290
17th June 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson,Largs, to D. Baird, Leven, promising to visit Leven pit on the 19th June to examine the
area where a Mr. Simpson was injured.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking for 2 copies of the report on the Bathistle accident and
enclosing the police and procurator fiscal's reports on the matter, promising to send the bolt involved if he thinks it
necessary. He also asks for a sheet from his order book so he can order stationery, having left his book at his home in
Glasgow while he is at his holiday home in Largs. He adds thanks for a Mr. Brown's address and notes that he is
playing golf abominably.

NEIMME-JBA-6-291
16th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron company,Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of John
Love as the manager of Loanhead Colliery and Hutchison Burt as the manager of Penicuik colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-291A
16th June/17th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson saying that he doesn't know of any work done on the subject of
mining timber and that the threatened strike should only be a short one, starting on the 25th June.
The second from J. B. Atkinson to D. Haig, Chief Constable, Banff, asking him to send a list of quarries in Banff as
soon as possible (see NEIMME-JBA-6-261, 2nd letter etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Beveridge, dated 17th June, confirming receipt of a report on the accident to
George Brown and adding that his reporting on such accidents should be guided by his interpretation of what
constitutes serious personal injury, noting that if he follow's the doctor's opinion he won't go far wrong. He asks for
a formal report to go with it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-292
16th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing with Mr. Ronaldson's remarks and opinions as to complaints.
He continues that although he believes that some of Mr. Mullen's complaints hold water, he adds that the ill
treatment by management as regards allowed inspection by the workmen always occurs where there is no strong
union backing for the miners as in Falkirk, where Mr. Atkinson believes they expect the government to take charge
too much. Despite the government not undertaking to run collieries, Mr. Atkinson continues that any complaint of
the sort made by Mr. Mullen will be thoroughly investigated, and adds that the mines in which he notes dangers and
irregularities should be named by him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-293/294/295/296/297
18th June 1894

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-298, 2nd Letter below) on the
deaths of William Beveridge and John Thomson. The two repairers, aged 48 and 26 respectively, were killed by a fall
of roof stone on the engine haulage road in the Lochgelly Splint seam of the Melgund pit at Lochgelly colliery on the
13th June 1894 at about 4p.m. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later and taking evidence three days
after that, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no-one could be blamed for the accident. At the place where the fall
occurred, about 200 yards from the shaft, there was a stoop of coal on one side of the road and longwall waste on
the other which Mr. Atkinson believed made the place more dangerous than if the road contained only one or the
other. On the other hand, he could see no evidence that the two deceased had skimped on safety precautions, the
fall displacing a lot of timber. The fireman Martin Donachie aged 50, the repairers Robert Erskine and Alexander
Hunter aged 32 and 49 respectively and the doorsman Andrew Nicol aged 54 came forward with evidence. Donachie
was the head man of the previous shift to the deceased on the day of the accident while Mr. Beveridge was the head
man of his. He noted that he and the three men under him had put up two sets of wood by the time the deceased
arrived for their 2p.m. shift and he had asked Mr. Beveridge to put in a building from the pavement to the bars on
the rise side of the place. Like Mr. Nicol, he was at home when he heard of the accident at about 10.30 that night
and like Mr. Nicol immediately went down to the mine to see if he could help. Both Mr. Nicol and Mr. Donachie
added that there were no falls or supposed danger while they were at the mine, although noted some small falls
during their later visit. Mr. Nicol was the undermanager in charge of the condition of the haulage roads, and
admitted the road on which the accident occurred needed repair. Mr. Donachie related that when the men were
found a hutch was found standing on the rails covered by the fall, Mr. Beveridge was lying on his face with his head
to the shaft between the hutch and the rise side of the place while Mr. Thomson was in a kneeling position with his
breast on the hutch and his head on the dip side. Mr. Erskine gave evidence that he had worked from 2 p.m. till
10p.m. in the dook on the day of the accident and then went down to the bottom where the other men were. After
seeing that the two deceased were not there, he suspected something was wrong and went with three other men to
their workplace. They found their coats hanging and their sandwiches uneaten. They then noticed the heavy fall. He
then noted that Mr. Beveridge and Mr, Thompson were recovered from the mine at around 2.15 a.m. and 2.45 a.m.
respectively. He also noted that he had worked with the deceased at the place the day before and the place seemed
'right'. Mr. Hunter noted that he went down the pit at 9.40p.m. on the day of the accident and after hearing of the
fall from John Smith, he and William Chapman (both of whom had been on the 2p.m. shift) went to the place of the
fall. Mr. Chapman had been there a short time before. At first, Mr. Hunter said he could not find a way through but
after going back up and meeting with Mr. Nicol, they both went to the other side of the fall, travelling 1200 yards at
which point Mr. Hunter saw the hand of Mr. Thomson. He noted that he, his son J. Hunter , D. Ridge(?) and J.
Primrose had worked the site the previous night on the 10p.m. shift and found nothing wrong then.

NEIMME-JBA-6-298
18th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Brown, checkweigher,Polmont Station, noting that coalmasters are not legally
bound either to supply weights to test the accuracy of the weighing machine or clean the coals when they are
weighed in different places. He suggests for the former problem that Mr. Brown send for the Inspector of Weights
and Measures to test the machine and for the latter that other checkweighers can be appointed to different
weighing places.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the deaths
of William Beveridge and John Thomson (see NEIMME-JBA-6- 293-297 above inclusive)

NEIMME-JBA-6-299
20th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to H. Johnstone informing him that he has wired him concerning a fatal accident
at Longriggend and encloses notice of this and a letter from the procurator fiscal about an explosion at
Prestongrange with a report. He asks for the return of the latter with his own report and for a form of demand note
that he asked for on the 17th June. He also reminds Mr. Johnstone that Mr. McLaren is going on holiday the next
evening and that he should be sending him papers referring to jobs he has not been able to finish. He adds that he
will be hard worked while Mr. McLaren is away unless the threatened strike takes place.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Alexander Haysmith of Duimbristle colliery,Fife, informing him that he will
visit the colliery the next Friday to investigate the accident to Ed Gible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-300
20th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. McLaren asking him to forward any details on accidents or other matters he
hasn't been able to complete to Mr. Johnstone before he goes away on holiday (see NEIMME-JBA-6-299, 1st letter
above)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Chapman, Deputy Chief Constable, Banff, thanking him for supplying a list
of quarries in Banff (see NEIMME-JBA-6-291A, 2nd letter).
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at
Muirheath colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 persons are allowed to
work underground at any one time when working with a single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or
any other purpose, the second outlet is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st May
1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-301
21st June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William G.
Kirkwood by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa collieries confirming the commencement of sinking a new pit
to be called the no.1 pit at Sheriffyards colliery with John McGee being appointed manager of Fillscoultry(?) colliery

NEIMME-JBA-6-302
21st June 1894

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, confirming receipt of his letter
enclosing police information which he returns and a screw from the plummer block (?), both concerning the accident
to Alexander Thompson and James Henderson. He also encloses a report by Mr. Johnstone on the accident with
which he argues concluding that blame does not attach to anyone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Grant of Greengairs colliery,Airdrie, confirming they have begun to work
their no.2 pit on Greengairs land.

NEIMME-JBA-6-303
21st June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Marshall of Clydesdale colliery,Wishaw, confirming that the colliery have begun
to repair their no.5 pit with a view to working the main coal seam there.

NEIMME-JBA-6-304
22nd June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, forwarding the application from Mr. Johnstone for a leave of absence from his official duties for a
period not exceeding thirty days between the 14th July and the 31st October. Mr. Atkinson assures Mr. Asquith that
the work of the district can be carried out adequately between himself and his other Assistant Inspector Mr.
McLaren during Mr. Johnstone's periods of absence.

NEIMME-JBA-6-305
22nd June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, returning a police report received in a
letter from Mr. Todrick concerning the accident to Samuel Spencer and enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on
same. He argues that, despite the irregular actions of the fireman Mr. Hendry in the case, he advises that
proceedings should not be taken against him in this instance.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of
Alexander Graham by Mr. McLaren.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.W. Muir, Dunfermline, saying he would be pleased to meet him the next
day to pass on any information he can find on the unspecified matter he has named.

NEIMME-JBA-6-306
23rd June 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.G. Robinson of the R.G. (Royal Guards?) Office at Maryhill barracks,
Glasgow, returning a lease and acknowledging receipt of a letter asking him to fix the size of the stoops mentioned
referring to coal at Hamilton barracks. He suggests that the stoops should be 18 yards square and the rooms or
excavations 4 yards wide giving 160 square yards of coal excavated to 324 square yards of coal left. He adds that this
business is outside his duties as Inspector of Mines and he asks whether he can receive a fee for his services from the
War office despite being informed that in cases where one government department helps another no charge can be
made.

NEIMME-JBA-6-307
23rd June 1894
Plan of Hermand no.5 pit and no.6 mine owned by Hermand Oil company in which the Fell Oil Shale and Broxburn Oil
Shale were discontinued respectively on the 2nd March 1894 for being unremunerative.

NEIMME-JBA-6-308/309/310
23rd June 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-311,2nd letter) on the death of David
Kay. The 26 year old locomotive guard or shunter employed by the Fife Coal company was run over by a ballast
wagon loaded with ashes on the pit sidings at Wellsgreen colliery on the 30th June 1894 at about 10.45 a.m. and
died within a few minutes. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no
prosecution should take place despite the deceased contravening the new Special Rule forbidding the use of trees
for spragging wagons. On the day of the accident, the North British Railway company had supplied 12 ballast wagons
loaded with ashes. Behind the train of wagons was a pug run by a William Reekie who was employed to take the
coupled wagons towards Wemyss Castle Station. At the time of the accident, the train was proceeding along the
road furthest away from the rails usually used for transport of this sort. When the manager of the colliery, Mr.
Kirkby, examined the wagons after the accident he found that only half of the wagons had fully functioning brakes
and had not been used in any case. The deceased, as noted by Mr. Reekie and the pitheadman Peter Souter, had
attempted to brake the wagons using sprags. He managed to stop the first wagon using a tree as a sprag and using a
proper sprag for the second, but, as Mr. Souter observed, while attempting to sprag the third, the tree only got in so
far and was turned round by the wheel which then knocked the deceased onto the rails where the fourth wagon ran
over him. Mr. Reekie said he had not seen the accident and was only aware after the ballast gaffer informed him at
which point he braked immediately. Mr. Atkinson confirms his belief that spragging is dangerous, but because the
new rule against it had just come into force and managers had professed confusion about this, he gave the opinion
that a prosecution was not in order in this case despite the perceived fallibility of the deceased and his employers
(see NEIMME-JBA-6-289, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-311
23rd June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing reports on the deaths of John
McAlpine and James Milligan by Mr. Johnstone.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of David
Kay (see NEIMME-JBA-6-308-310 inclusive)

NEIMME-JBA-6-312
25th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing 26 lists of quarries in his district to be returned to their respective police authorities for
additional particulars to be added concerning the issuing of the revised print of the proposed new Special Rules for
quarries (see NEIMME-JBA-6-300, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-313/314
25th June 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to M.V. Firket and A. Debelaye of the Ingenieurs au corps des mines du
Belgique,Liege, replying to inquiries about electricity use and the supervision of work by worker's delegates in mines
in Scotland. In regards to electricity Mr. Atkinson notes that it is in use as a lighting agent in about a dozen collieries
in his district and for transmitting power in about the same number. He adds that there are no special regulations or
official documents specifically dealing with its use as far as he is aware. Although miners have a right to appoint two
practical miners to oversee or supervise their working conditions under General Rule 38 of the Coal Mines
Regulation act, Mr. Atkinson notes that it is rarely taken up in practice with most problems being brought up before
their respective unions. He adds that he does not know of a single case where this supervision has occurred during
his tenure as Inspector. Wages are similarly thrashed out between union officils on the miners behalf and the
owners. He concludes that if they need any further information regarding supervision or its meaning they should get
in touch with him again for further information.

NEIMME-JBA-6-315
24th June/25th June/26th June 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of James
Ferguson by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 25th June, enclosing two letters from
Mr. Smillie, a report by Mr. Johnstone and a letter from the Home Office containing information on the case
involving the employing of a boy at Woodside colliery after 2p.m. on Saturday 12th May for longer than 10 hours. If
he can establish a charge against the colliery, Mr. Atkinson advises him to bring the case before the Sheriff.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Waterlow Brothers and Layton Limited, dated 26th June, clarifying that an order has
been made for 400 circulars and 800 copies of the new Special Rules and returning corrected proofs and asking for
receipt of these as soon as possible. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-308-310 inclusive etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-316

27th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning
the new Special Rules and hoping that the problem(s) can be sorted between themselves and Mr. Ronaldson while
Mr. Atkinson is out of Glasgow in Largs. He promises to write to Mr. Ronaldson on the subject and also promises
that circulars and signed copies of the Rules will be issued soon with the delay being caused by the 'dilatoriness' of
Her Majesty's Stationery department (see NEIMME-JBA-6- 315, 3rd letter above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Charles
Laird(?) by Mr. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-317
27th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson advising him as to which information would prove useful
should he decide to try and prove that the Albion explosion was primarily caused by coal dust. He advises that the
main cause should be deduced first, and if coal dust looks likely then he should or could make observations
concerning- the points where the blast has been assisted; diagrams to scale, showing signs of force, burning, and
amounts of dust and its character; quantities of air passing before the explosion; the wetness of the road; a sectional
area of the road; the distance between the shaft and the working face; the approximate amount of coal run over it;
the age of the road; the mode of haulage; the amount of timber in the road and geometrical investigations. If
stoppage could be found in about half a dozen places Mr. Atkinson believes that useful deductions could be made.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J. M. Ronaldson asking if he could try and sort out the problems of Burns,
Aiken and company concerning the New Special Rules on his own promising to come out to them if an agreement
could not be reached (see NEIMME-JBA-6-316, 1st letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-318
27th June 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Williamson asking him to send on any parcel from London for him to Largs
as soon as possible if he has any.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing two copies of the Special Rules under the Coal Mines Regulation act and pointing out that
these rules are the ones used in all but a few collieries in Mid and East Lothian (see NEIMME-JBA-6-316, 1st letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-319
2nd July 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Ronaldson expressing his opinion that if the coalmasters lawyers had
decided that the publication of the Special Rules on hinged boards was not sufficient he was not going to disagree,
suggesting that the Abstract and Special Rules could be placed on enamelled plates to be free from atmospherical
influences. He adds that he has not received copies of circulars and Special Rules yet and hopes that the Ronaldson's
new baby is doing well. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-318, 2nd letter above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and
enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to Robert Bryce.

NEIMME-JBA-6-320
June 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-321
June 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-322
June 1894
Plan of the Sheriffyards colliery no.1 pit, the Greengairs no.2 pit and the Clydesdale no.5 pit which have discontinued
their coal seams in the first two cases and the main coal seam in the latter signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-323
June 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing statistics (two nils) signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-324
2nd July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, acknowledging receipt of a letter from them and
another from Mr. Ronaldson saying that he is missing circulars and signed rules. Mr. Atkinson promises to send on
the Special Rules and circulars as soon as they arrive (see NEIMME-JBA-6-319, 1st letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton colliery, Larkhall, confirming the appointments of A. Kirkwood and
Douglas Ramsay as the manager and undermanager of Skellyton colliery respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-325
1st July/2nd July 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to James Morison informing him of his forthcoming visit to Ecklanark(?) to see the
new pit to investigate where the boy(?) was injured the next Tuesday. Mr. Atkinson suggests that they return
together and perhaps play golf.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal,Dunfermline, dated 2nd July, enclosing
a report on the accident to H. Toole and 2 others and informing him that he will visit his office on Friday to discuss
the prosecution of Mr. Irvine. (see NEIMME-JBA-6- 326+327 below)
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Nisbett, dated 2nd July, informing him of his proposed visit to Lochgelly
the following Wednesday to investigate the accident to George Pow. He asks Mr. Nisbett to arrange the train to stop
at Lochgelly that day if it does not ordinarily.

NEIMME-JBA-6-326
3rd July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall,informing him of an explosion at the Aitken pit at Kelty colliery owned by the Fife Coal company
which injured three sinkers at the bottom of the sinking pit for the information of the Inspector of Explosives. The
explosion was caused by one of the contractors called Archibald Irvine turning on the current of the electric battery
on the surface setting off several shots of gelignite, believing that all 13 sinkers had ascended to the surface without
realising the three injured men were still underground (see NEIMME-JBA-6-325, 2nd letter above and NEIMME-JBA6-326 below.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-327
2nd July 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson ( to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-325, 2nd letter above) on the
injuries to Henry Toole, Thomas Peacock and Joseph Stewart. The three sinkers, aged 36, 40 and 35 respectively,
were injured by the explosion of several shots of gelignite at the bottom of the Aitken pit at Kelty colliery on the 28th
June 1894 between 9 and 10 p.m. After visiting the pit two days after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the
contractor Archibald Irvine was at fault for setting off the explosion from the surface. His prosecutable offence was
not that he did not check that all 13 sinkers had ascended to the surface before setting off the shots of gelignite, but
that under Special Rule 119 at the pit no shots were allowed to be fired except under the supervision of the leading
sinker and that Irvine himself had supervised on this occasion.

NEIMME-JBA-6-328
3rd July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, forwarding to him a report for the Inspector of Explosives by Mr. H. Johnstone, his Assistant

Inspector, on an accident at the Monkland colliery on the 20th June which injured a miner named Thomas Weir
when a shot of blasting gelatine exploded.

NEIMME-JBA-6-329
3rd July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Hogg of Climpy colliery,Lanark, promising to visit the colliery soon to observe
Mr. Hogg's improvement in the application of Moore's pump. He suggests that a paper containing a description of
his improvements would be useful for the Mining Institute.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the
deaths of Howard Brennan, William Stevenson and Matthew Corbett.

NEIMME-JBA-6-330
5th July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, returning a complaint from Mr. Wilson which he
has signed. He advises him that Mr. Johnstone can attend (a meeting?) at any time, but it would be most convenient
if it was before the 14th July.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd.,Glasgow, confirming that the company has begun to sink two pits
at Meikle Garnock to be called Heisland colliery and to be managed by Thomas Thompson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-331
5th July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson providing advice on what to include in a popular article on coal dust.
He suggests that since fire-damp is invisible and coal dust easily seen, the danger of the former has been somewhat
exaggerated. He adds that both hazards increase somewhat with depth, and that a frequent precaution against firedamp is by creating large amounts of flowing air. The latter, he suggests, can cause large deposits of coal dust on
roads, a phenomena which has been found to be present in some of the most forceful recent explosions. The focus
on fire-damp, he continues, and the legislative action against shot-firing has caused many experts to ignore the
actual causes of many recent explosions. He adds quickly that these problems have only recently been understood
and therefore managers in many cases are free from blame for not making precautions. He suggests to 'Bill' that
mention should be made of the many explosions which it is impossible to ascribe as being caused by fire-damp, with
coal dust being the only possible agent or cause. The public should be made to understand, he continues, that in
many collieries a shot or a small explosion of fire-damp in conjunction with the presence of coal dust may cause
explosions costing hundreds of lives. Similar problems in flour mills, where fire-damp is almost certainly absent, can
also be cited according to Mr. Atkinson. He concludes that the causes of coal dust explosions and limiting factors
may be well understood, but that the remedies for them are less agreed upon suggesting to 'Bill' that he can consult
the paper he read to the Scotch (sic) Institute if he needs more information.

NEIMME-JBA-6-332
5th July/6th July 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-331.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on an accident and the subsequent report on it by his
assistant Mr. Johnstone. He expresses his opinion that he agrees with Mr. Johnstone that the accident was caused by
an attempt to shift gearing while a load was on a crane. Mr. Johnstone adds that if the people involved had more
experience they would have made sure to lock the crane by spragging or other methods before trying to shift the
gearing. As the crane was severely defective on this occasion, Mr. Johnstone adds, it should not have been used
without alteration in any case. Mr. Atkinson believes that, despite this, no public enquiry is necessary as no
contravention of the Coal Mines act seems to have been made, although he suggests that a recourse to common law
may be advisable by the procurator fiscal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-333
6th July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. L. Watchman, Airdrie, confirming that he has taken over the mine at South
Bothwellshields from Mr. Hugh Flinn.

NEIMME-JBA-6-334
7th July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, referring to the unsuccessful prosecution of James Malcolm, the manager of Haywood colliery, for
contravening Section 13(2) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 (see NEIMME-JBA-6-275, 2nd letter etc.) He
informs Mr. Asquith that the Sheriff substitute found them liable to pay Mr. Malcolm £12 and 12 shillings for
expenses and that a copy of the Substitute's judgement along with the remarks of the Crown Counsel after perusing
the findings are with the papers. Mr. Atkinson suggests that the result shows, firstly, that the provisions of the Coal
Miner's act regarding the appointmeent of checkweighers is too vague and that such cases in future should be
submitted to the crown counsel and witnesses be precognized(?) before going ahead. He concludes that he does not
believe that he should take any responsibility in deciding which cases should be prosecuted by the procurator fiscal
or following the guidance of the crown counsel's remarks sent to him by the procurator fiscal in this case.

NEIMME-JBA-6-335
7th July/8th July 1894
Three lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-334.

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, rejecting an application by John Gilmour for a certificate of service
as undermanager of a mine as he was not an oversman prior to or at the time of the passing of the act involved.
The third from J.B. Atkinson,Largs, receiver unknown, dated 8th July, asking the receiver to send on to him a parcel
from London (to Largs) if it is left with him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-336
7th July/9th July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Beveridge of Linlithgow Oil company confirming that the working of the Dunnet
seam of shale had begun again on 1st July at their no.1 mine at Champfleurie.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Waterloo Brothers and Layton,London, asking them to send the 800 copies of the
new Special Rules and 400 copies of the circular he asked for as soon as possible as they still haven't arrived (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-315, 3rd letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-337
9th July/10th July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to G.D. Shearer, solicitor,Airdrie, concerning an accident at the no.3 pit at Calderbank. He
tells Mr. Shearer that he knows of no guarantee given before fusemakers are allowed to sell to miners nor of any
accidents that have occurred through the class of fuse used at the mine.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 10th July, remarking that he thinks his paper
which he returns is too elaborate when a more general review is called for. He also returns a letter from G. Islington
and has made some suggestions for 'Bill's paper on his manuscript. He adds that he will probably leave Largs for
Newcastle the next Thursday night and from there go to London on Monday. In Newcastle he plans to meet Mr.
Bradfor(d) and hopes to meet Bill shortly.

NEIMME-JBA-6-338
10th July/11th July 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A. W. Turnbull of Shotts Iron Works company,Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter
confirming the abandonment of the no.1 incline at Dryden and remarking that since the incline is not connected to
the rest of the workings a plan need not be forwarded to him.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 11th July, returning his manuscript and promising
to inform him of what Mr. Bradford proposes after meeting him on Friday which he expects to do. (see NEIMMEJBA-6-337, 2nd letter above)

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, dated 11th July, apologising for not receiving
copies of the New Special Rules from the Stationary Office and that he has not therefore received signed copies. He
adds that he does not know the reason for the delay but has written to the Office about it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-339
13th July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, trying to clarify what Special Rule 119 in force at Kelty colliery contends
when dealing with shots fired from the surface using an electrical charge (see NEIMME-JBA-6-327 etc.) He supposes
that the rule outlined in the first paragraph that no shots should be fired except under the direct supervision of the
leading sinker still applies when this method is used, while the concluding paragraphs do not apply as when using
this battery/current method there is no immediate danger to the sinkers who should all have been taken out of
harm's way before such shots are fired. He concludes that unlike normal shots, if a misfire results from an electrically
charged shot there is no need to wait 30 minutes to go and check it - it can be investigated immediately.

NEIMME-JBA-6-340
Three letters18th July/23rd July 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Mungo
Pryde by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of his letter
concerning the accident to Mr. H.Toole and others and enclosing precognitions on it. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-327 etc)
He adds that he does not think a case would succeed in this case if brought before the Sheriff (see also NEIMME-JBA6-339 above).
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Glover, miner's agent,St. Helens, dated 23rd July, asserting that he has had
no notice of a man named Finkel (?) Follen being reported as being killed at any mine in his district in the past month
or anytime previously.

NEIMME-JBA-6-341
20th July/23rd July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. McLaren confirming that he has sent the circulars and Special Rules to be
sent to mine owners to Mr. McLaren and that about half of the copies of the Special Rules have been signed by him.
He suggests that the signed copies be sent out with the circulars while keeping the unsigned copies which he plans
to sign when he returns to Glasgow to then be placed with the main copy of Rules. He also encloses information
concerning an accident at Cobbinshaw and tells Mr. McLaren to keep busy while the strike continues promising to
send him more work to do in the next day or two.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Chalmers of Deans Oil Works,Bathgate, dated 23rd July, concerning the
plans of the Deans Oil Shale Mine. Mr. Atkinson remarks that once the plans of an abandoned mine are deposited
with the Home Office they can't be given up as this would contravene Section 38 of the Coal Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-342
22nd July/23rd July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Auchinstilloch Gas Coal Company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of George
Anderson as the manager of the Auchinstilloch colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Merivale, dated 23rd July, informing him that the Scottish map he has made is
not entirely accurate as regards the coal fields shown but advises him that if he examines one inch Geological maps
or the map published in the Federal Institute Transactions it can be easily corrected. He also mentions that an
accompanying paper by R.T. Moore on the Scottish Oil trade could prove useful and that he will try to obtain some
old measures of length or capacity used or obsolete in Scotland .

NEIMME-JBA-6-343
23rd July 1894
Plan of the Boghead (?) mine at Bathgate signed by J.B. Atkinson where the V(?) paraffin and the Light Mis(?) Oil
seams were discontinued due to exhaustion as far as remuneration was concerned on the 9th May 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-344
23rd July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing an example of the fuse used at Monkland colliery and a letter from Assistant Inspector H.
Johnstone giving the information asked for by Colonel Majendrie.

NEIMME-JBA-6-345
23rd July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him of a case mentioned in a cutting from the Hamilton Herald in which a checkweigher
sued a colliery manager for loss of wages. The cutting enclosed contains Sheriff Substitute Davidson's verdict on the
case. Mr. Atkinson points out the case's similarities to the Haywood colliery case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-334 etc.) and
remarks that in this case he took no action leaving the checkweigher to raise an action for damages on his own.

NEIMME-JBA-6-346
21st July/23rd July 1894

Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Shaw, Glasgow, thanking him for a letter he sent which contained the opinions of
judges in the case of Ronaldson vs. Mowat.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson remarking that as he has had no direct experience of
Ammonite he feels uncomfortable giving a testimonial (on the subject). He adds that the strike is continuing where
he is.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Graham and Shepherd, solicitors,Sunderland, dated 23rd July, confirming
receipt of a letter from the solicitors concerning the death of John Willis. He also encloses the lease for 17 Roker
Terrace which he has executed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-347
22nd July/23rd July 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enclosing a returned copy of 'The Science and Art of
Mining' He points out that he cannot see him being able to take any further notice of his letter while a sentence in
italics seems to suggest that the work was not co-authored. He adds that he thinks that the C.D. Com (sic) report is
poor and hardly advances the matter discussed. He concludes that he has not heard from Mr. Bradford (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-338, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Cowan of the Crown Office,Edinburgh, dated 23rd July, asking him to provide
the opinions of judges concerning the Appeal case between Mr. Hastie and Mr. Atkinson himself to send to the
Home Office.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company,Glasgow, dated 23rd July, confirming to them that the
enclosed circular and signed copy of the New Special Rules will be sent to all the mines covered by the Coal Mines
Regulation act in his district within the next week.

NEIMME-JBA-6-348
22nd July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons,St. Andrews, confirming that the Leithallen no.1 Soft Splint
shaft has been reopened for working since the 10th July.

NEIMME-JBA-6-349
30th July 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Ross and company at Philipstown Oil Shale mines, informing them that they
should make a formal application to the Home Secretary in their attempt to gain exemption from the Cartridge
clause. Mr. Atkinson remarks that his opinion is not final as the Home Secretary might refuse them.

The second from J. B. Atkinson to the Vogrie Coal and Fireclay Ltd.,Midlothian, confirming the appointment of James
Paul as the manager of the Vogrie colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-350
28th July 1894
Letter from J. B. Atkinson to Colonel J.D. Majendrie,Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives, Home Office, concerning
an accident (no.45?) of 1894 remarking that he is unsurprised that after sending him Mr. Johnstone's letter on the
subject and a sealed sample of the fuse involved he has objected to making any examination of the sample until the
matter is settled or there is no possibility of action taking place, considering the possibility that he could be caught
up in a case of employers' liability or other action for damages. He agrees to his objection, and promises to inform
him when it is safe to continue examination of the sample.

NEIMME-JBA-6-351
31st July 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to George McLaws and company at the Greenfoot Fireclay mine,Airdrie, confirming that
they have ceased to work the mine and that Mr. McLaren will call on them to discuss the plans needed and other
matters.

NEIMME-JBA-6-352
2nd August/3rd August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising the receiver that although the cost of the periodical
statutory examination of weighing machines has no fee, any other examinations in between are not exempt and the
cost must be met in some way. He advises the receiver that a fee is unadvisable as the miners themselves would be,
in effect, paying for it out of their wages and unless the owners were legally able to dock the amount it may lead to
trouble. He advises that the present system is probably the best for dealing with it.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. and I. Divine of Elphingstone colliery,Tranent, enclosing a copy of the Additional
Special Rules as asked for by them.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and
enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to Alex Weiter (?)

NEIMME-JBA-6-353
3rd August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons, Tillicoultry, returning their letter containing a plan of the
Drumbowie workings and asking for them to send both the plan and the letter to the Secretary of State in an
envelope he has provided without stamps as it is free to post.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Carter Greig and McEwan,Edinburgh, confirming that the Gilmerton colliery has
stopped working.

NEIMME-JBA-6-354
July 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland with statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-355
July 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland with statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-356
July 1894
Plans of the Keilsland colliery, the no.1 mine at Champfleurie Oil Shale mine and the no.1 pit at Lathallan colliery
signed by J.B. Atkinson and discontinued for Ell, Pyotshaw and Main Splint seam; Dunnett Oil Shale and Soft Splint
seam respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-357
July 1894
Plans of the Greenfoot mine and Gilmerton colliery signed by J.B. Atkinson and discontinued for fireclay and coal
seams respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-358
5th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Dr. LaNeve Foster, Inspector of Mines, Home Office, replying to his request for
various statistics including the average price of coal and the wages and hours of miners (other requests being
indecipherable).

NEIMME-JBA-6-359
4th August 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J. Halliwell of Dunsbury Park colliery,Chorley, promising to send him a copy of
his book Explosions in Coal Mines, but not until September as the remaining copies are locked up in his Glasgow
home while he is away at his holiday home in Largs.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Budge of Wemyss collieries, Fife, confirming that the Wemyss collieries
owned by Mr. Erskine have been teransferred to the Wemyss coal company whose principal officers are R. Erskine as
Chairman, Mr. Budge as Managing Director and G.W. Brown as secretary with A. Crookston as their manager. He also
confirms that the new company has arranged to sink a mine from the Lady Lillian pit to join the Bowthorne seam and
sink an escape shaft near the mine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-360
4th August/5th August/6th August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Carter Greig and McEwan,Edinburgh, confirming receipt of their letters and advising
them to refer to section 37 of the Coal Mines act regarding their plans to fence their shafts at Gilmerton colliery. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-353, 2nd letter above) Mr. Atkinson advises that the fence used should be at least 9 feet tall and
made of brick or stone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Carlow, dated 5th August, thanking him for sending him Mr. Caithless'(?)
letter on a season ticket and promising to send the man the particulars needed when he returns to Glasgow.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Paterson, mining engineer,Glasgow, dated 6th August, noting his willingness
to undertake surveys of mines and promising to mention his name should the opportunity arise.

NEIMME-JBA-6-361
6th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Small enclosing a copy of his report with a list of mines for the whole kingdom
rather than mines specifically from his area. He adds that he does not object to the strike as it has lessened the
amount of accidents reported from an average of 30 to 8 in the last month. He also remarks on the Fairhill
checkweigher case that the failure was due to the insistence by the crown office on trying the question of the legality
of having a standard weight rather than attempting to assert the right of the checkweigher to ascertain the true
weight of each hutch (see NEIMME-JBA-6-334 etc) If the latter had been attempted Mr. Atkinson believes the verdict
would have been overturned. He concludes that the issue will not go away and that the question must be raised
again.

NEIMME-JBA-6-362
7th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson asking him to stay at his house in Glasgow when he comes
to Scotland as he believes that by the time he returns there at the end of August the strike will be over.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Cadzow Coal company at Cadzow colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of
Andrew Watson as the manager of Cadzow colliery for the present time.

NEIMME-JBA-6-363
7th August/8th August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to S. Tate of Trindon collieries, informing him that the writer of the letter he has
enclosed is a friend of his and would like information on a berth if possible. He adds that the writer used to be a
secretary to the Broxburn Oil company and has a thorough knowledge of the oil trade although he has heard that his
personal attempts to run his own business have not been very successful.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J.H. King, Glasgow, promising to send him further information about oil
trade managership despite having no connection to the Mr. Atkinson in the accounting firm he mentions. He does,
however, mention that he knows some people connected to the firm from which he hopes to gain the information.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 8th August, confirming that South Brownrigg colliery may
safely be granted permission for exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges.

NEIMME-JBA-6-364
11th August/12th August/ 13th August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Carter Greig and McEwan, Edinburgh, confirming that the Coal Mines act gives them
the authority to carry out its provisions regarding fencing (see NEIMME-JBA-6-360, 1st letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to S. Tate of Trundon Grange colliery,County Durham, dated 12th August,
thanking him for the trouble he has taken regarding the question of Oil Works Managership.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to S. Humble, London, dated 13th August, thanking him for his letter and circulars
regarding his patent for a safety detaching hook.

NEIMME-JBA-6-365
11th August/12th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J. B. Atkinson to the Lochgelly Iron and Coal company confirming that their Nellie pit at Lochgelly
colliery has been abandoned.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J.H. King, dated 12th August, on an indecipherable subject (oil trade
managership? see NEIMME-JBA-6-363, 2nd letter above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-366

13th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of George
Sneddon by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that there is no danger from coal dust in oil shale mines
as there is no coal in the workings of the mine and no dust results when working oil shale. He adds that there is
practically no danger from fire-damp in the Philipstown mines either.

NEIMME-JBA-6-367
13th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his opinion that the use of loose gunpowder rather than that
used in cartridges is not dangerous in the case of South Brownrigg colliery as it is a shallow damp mine free from firedamp and coal dust and the exemption should not be withheld. He adds that in any event the use of gunpowder in
cartridges is not proven to be any safer than the use of loose gunpowder. He concludes that the colliery is
surrounded by other shallow and damp mines that have already been exempted from the use of cartridges of
gunpowder.

NEIMME-JBA-6-368
14th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Austine, Hamilton, remarking that he does not know enough about a John McVie
to ascertain whether is a suitable manager from Cadzow colliery, despite believing him to be an active and energetic
man of considerable experience.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, asking him if
he is correct in assuming that the Board of the Eastern District of Scotland does not approve of the publication of the
questions proposed at the examinations requested by a Mr. Williamson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-369
16th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Alloa Coal company concerning Sheriffyards coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of the Alloa Coal company confirming receipt of two copies of the
Sheriffyards collieries Special Rules and a copy of a printed notice of them, promising to return a copy of the rules
signed by himself in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-370

18th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Sneddon of the Cotcastle Lime and Coal Works,Lanarkshire, confirming that they have
stopped working at the pit they have been working at Cotcastle for the time being.

NEIMME-JBA-6-371
25th August/27th August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, referring to the case of the accident
to Henry Toole and others (see NEIMME-JBA-6-340, 2nd letter etc.) He asks him to forward the result of the case to
the Home Office as far as the charge under the Coal Mines act. On the subject of the Crown Counsel's proposing the
framing of a new rule he promiss to consider the matter but adds that he does not accept instructions from Crown
Counsel on such matters.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of
Thomas McGown by Mr. McLaren.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to the Postmaster in Glasgow, dated 27th August, asking him to cease redirecting
his letters and telegrams to Largs and return to delivering them to his normal address in Glasgow from the 30th
August onwards.

NEIMME-JBA-6-372
25th August/26th August 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Thomas Ireland of Lathallan collieries, confirming receipt of a letter and
thanking him for the enclosed strata from his colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to George Cunningham, district superintendent of Queen Street Station,
Glasgow, telling him that he and his family are returning from Largs on the 31st August and asking him to reserve a
3rd class compartment for them and a through carriage if possible.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Morison, dated 26th August, congratulating him for his appointment at
Cramlington remarking that he thinks he will like the place. He also invites Mr and Mrs Morison to his house to stay
the next Tuesday hoping that he and Mr. Morison can get in two rounds of golf if he arrives on the 9.35 a.m. train
from Waverley. He promises not to travel on the Tuesday and promises to meet him at Thornton if he arrives by
1.50.

NEIMME-JBA-6-373
25th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Walter Murton, Solicitor, Board of Trade, responding to his request for
information about the nature and properties of coal worked in the splint seams of Mr. A. Russell's collieries (Fairhill,
Cornsilloch, Fermegair, Brownlee and Barncluith) which are all in Mr. Atkinson's district. Apart from the Brownlie

colliery which Mr. Atkinson believes has not worked its splint seam over the past year, he goes on to provide
information on the seams which he describes as being between 40 to 150 fathoms from the surface, about 6 feet
thick and made up of a layer of splint or hard grey coal at the top, about a foot of coarse parrot coal in the centre
and a varying degree of thickness of bituminous coal at the bottom. When it is first sunk, Mr. Atkinson adds that it
gives off a considerable amount of fire-damp but that it soon drains off. The coal is worked on the stoop and room
system. Safety lamps are exclusively used when working the seam at Fairhill and Barncluith while open lights are also
used at Cornsilloch and Fermegair. He adds that the seam contains iron pyrite, the coal is not subject to spontaneous
combustion with no case being reported in any underground working either in the seam or on the surface and the
coal is brought to the surface in a fairly dry state.

NEIMME-JBA-6-374
25th August/26th August 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-373.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.G. Franklain, bookseller, Newcastle upon Tyne, dated 26th August,
promising to send two copies of his Explosions in Coal Mines to him as soon as he returns home on the 31st August.

NEIMME-JBA-6-375
25th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Bowden Lime company, Boness, confirming that they have again appointed Adam
Stoddart as the agent for their mines.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Nisbet of Lochgelly colliery, confirming that their no.1 pit at Newtown colliery
will be called the Arthur pit and that the annual return for their Nellie pit has been received.

NEIMME-JBA-6-376
28th August 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R.J. Swallow advising him to apply for the Newbattle colliery appointment he
asked aboutand that he will help in any way he can. He tells him that the colliery is owned by the Lothian Coal
company and has as its principal partners the Marquis of Lothian and Archibald Hood with a new pit having just been
sunk to 20 feet to draw coal from 287 fathoms expecting a large output. He also adds that Mr. Hood, who lives in
South Wales primarily, will probably be the person most involved in the appointment. He concludes that he is
returning home on the 31st August.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to I. Routledge, Chester-le-Street, promising to help him with the Newbattle
appointment in any way he can, despite confessing he is not sure how he will be able to.

NEIMME-JBA-6-377
28th August 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Avondale coal company at Drumshaugie colliery, Airdrie, confirming that they are
sinking a pit near Stouchouse (their no.2 pit) for working Virtuewell, Kiltongue and Upper and down Drumgray coals.

NEIMME-JBA-6-378
August 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-379
August 1894
Plan signed by J.B. Atkinson concerning East Scotland and containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-380
August 1894
Plans signed by J.B. Atkinson of Bowhouse mine at Wemyss colliery and the no.2 pit at Avondale colliery following
the discontinuation of Bowhouse coal and the Virtuewell, Kiltongue and Upper and Lower Drumgray coals
respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-381
August 1894
Plans signed by J.B. Atkinson of the Nellie pit at Lochgelly colliery and Cotcastle colliery at Stochouse (see NEIMMEJBA-6-365,1st letter and NEIMME-JBA-6-370 respectively) following the discontinuation of their Parrot, Mynheer and
Fire Peat coal seams and the coasl seam itself respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-382
1st September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley promising to help Aubrey in any way possible with his application for the
Newbattle appointment, but adding that others have already approached him about the vacancy (see NEIMME-JBA6-376) and that he does not suppose the company which he considers to be basically run by Mr. A. Hood will refer to
him about it. He adds that he will not be visiting Newcastle (for a meeting?)

NEIMME-JBA-6-383

3rd September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.G. Robinson of the R.S.(Royal Stationery?) Office, Glasgow, stating that he
has received a copy of the letter sent by Mr. Wilson and the Clyde Coal company to Walt Heyes and company on the
subject of Hamilton barracks coal and the size of stoops to the left sent in May to which there has been no reply. He
asks Mr. Robinson whether, since the former are anxious to begin operations, he should carry on in accordance with
the suggestions he brought forward in a previous letter to the War office to inspect the workings and see whether
the conditions laid down are being observed by the latter company.

NEIMME-JBA-6-384
4th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Commander W.B. McHardy, Chief Constable, Hamilton, asking him to forward a list of
quarries in the county of Lanark that are in his district corrected and added to as instructed by the Home Office as
soon as possible (see NEIMME-JBA-6-300, 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Colonel Borthwick, Chief Constable at the County Buildings in Edinburgh, asking
him to forward a list of quarries for the county of Edinburgh amended as instructed by the Home Office as soon as
possible (see letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Chief Constable of Aberdeen asking him to forward a list of quarries for the city of
Aberdeen amended as instructed by the Home Office as soon as possible (see both letters above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-385
4th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Major D.F. Gordon, Chief Constable, Aberdeen, asking him to forward a list of quarries
for the county of Aberdeen amended as instructed by the Home Office as soon as possible. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-384,
all letters above etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.T. Johnstone, secretary, Burntisland Oil company, Edinburgh, confirming that the
company has finally abandoned all of its mines and advising them to send the plans of these mines direct to the
Home Office in London.

NEIMME-JBA-6-386
4th September/5th September/6th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to the reapplication for exemption from 2 shafts by the
Woodside colliery for their no.2 and no.4 pits. In the case of their no.2 pit, Mr. Atkinson replies that the exemption
can be renewed immediately with no limitation of time. In the case of their no.4 pit, Mr. Atkinson recommends that
their previous exemption under Section 18 (ii) (b) of the Coal Mines act granted on the 21st February not be

renewed but replaced with a new exemption under Section 18 (iii) (a) acceptable if no more than 20 persons are
allowed to work underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire to be used underground for
ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completee as quickly as possible, and the new exemption
expires on the 31st March 1895.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 5th September, enclosing a report on
the death of James Sommerville by Mr. McLaren.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 6th September, apologising to Colonel Borthwick for asking
him to provide an amended list of quarries for Midlothian (see NEIMME-JBA-6-384, 2nd letter) when he had done so
but the return had been overlooked since it had been enclosed within the return for Haddington.

NEIMME-JBA-6-387
6th September/7th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that he has received his letter
and encloses Mr. McLaren's report concerning the death of R.G. McKinney. He adds that the case does not strictly
come under the Mines act since the boy concerned was not employed as a miner.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.T. Long, Surrey,dated 7th September, remarking that a simple inexpensive
arrangement that could be attached to mining cages to prevent them falling when an accident to its ropes occurs
would probably be adopted should it be thought to be reliable and to cause no further danger. He adds that ropes
very rarely break in a pit shaft and when they do it is quite often due to the load being put on the ropes when a load
of minerals are being lifted from the bottom and consequently lives are not lost. The main problem with safety
cages, as Mr. Atkinson sees it, is when the apparatus partially acts and arrests the cage when the rope has not
broken.

NEIMME-JBA-6-388/389
7th September 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-390, 1st letter below) on the
death of William Shepherd. The 32 year old coal miner was instantly killed by a fall of stone while at his working
place at the Splint Coal seam of Sheardale colliery owned by R. McAllister and sons on the 6th September 1894 at
about 7.30 a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident the next day Mr. Atkinson concluded there was no breach of
the Coal Mines act during the accident, remarking that the deceased had probably made an error in judgement by
not shoring up the bed of sandstone from which the collapsed stone came. The fireman R. Coudie had inspected the
area at 4.45 a.m and thought it safe and saw the deceased on his way to work on a wheel bree at 6.15 a.m. Coworker James White confirmed that he and Mr. Shepherd had begun work at 6.30 a.m. and the latter began by
shovelling loose coals to his roadhead before picking off some coal in the area where the sandstone subsequently
collapsed. Mr. White, with some assistance, then removed the stone but Mr. Shepherd was already dead. The
oversman Robert Breingin(?) stated that he had visited the deceased the day before and found the work place
blocked up with loose coal. After asking him to coal and put in some timber, he was told that since his drawer was
not out that day, Mr. Shepherd was going home which he subsequently did. This, Mr. White's testimony that the
deceased did not use any timber for shoring on the day of his death, and Mr. Atkinson's finding no timber directly
under the stone contributed to his theory that Mr. Shepherd's error of judgement had led to his death.

NEIMME-JBA-6-390
8th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of William
Shepherd (see NEIMME-JBA-6-388/389 above) and acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning the effects of new
regulations on the dissemination of reports. Mr. Atkinson remarks that Mr. McWatt should still send reports to him
concerning fatal cases and the police reports on these cases, but that the idea that Inspectors should write reports
on every accident that came to their attention is unworkable, leaving the Inspectors too little time for other work as
well as being totally unnecessary in most cases. He continues that the regulation contained in the circular of the 9th
(August?) acknowledges this. As for criminal responsibility, Mr. Atkinson remarks he can only comment if the
breaches fall within the Coal Mines act, but if it does he should be provided with all the necessary information.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.G. Robinson, divisional officer at Maryhill barracks,Glasgow, confirming receipt
of and sending back his own letter concerning Hamilton Barracks coal (see NEIMME-JBA-6-383), along with letters
referred to in the letter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-391
10th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that he has enclosed the cheque he received from
Mr. Reid and it is probably payment for some copies of Coal Mines and Explosions which he had not received
payment for. He adds that he has sold a few of the books lately and now has only 6 left. He also asks 'Bill' how he
fared in Newcastle, the subject he proposes giving special prominence to (in a report?) and whether he should send
his abstracts of explosions to Mr. Brown since he has no objections to him using them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts made by
the no.2 pit at Fifeshire Main colliery and their (?) seam under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no
more than 20 people work underground in connection with the one shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation
or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st
December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-392
10th September/11th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of
Andrew Greig by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from two shafts made
by North Greengairs colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are
allowed underground at any one time connected to the one shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th
November 1894.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. and R. Waddell of Auchren Lime Works,Lesmahagow, dated 11th
September,remarking that he has no objection to the company working coal at Alton without a certificated manager
as long as no more than 30 people are employed by them, since such a manager is only legally required by
companies employing more, or when the Inspector has an objection, which Mr. Atkinson declares he does not have
in this case.

NEIMME-JBA-6-393
11th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the no.1
pit at Staither colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people are employed
underground at any one time connected with the single shaft, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose,
the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on March 31st 1895.
The second from J. B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on the result of a trial and that he has retained the form
with its results which he received as legally required to do so from the procurator fiscal. He adds that despite the
weakness of the Special Rule in the charge that was made there is no urgency to revise it due to this case alone,
although he promises that it will be altered in time.

NEIMME-JBA-6-394
13th September/15th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the allegation that
miners are going to their working places before inspections have been made at Rydring colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Kennedy of Broxburn Oil company, dated 15th September, confirming that the
Allyn section of their mineral field was exhausted on the 25th July 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-395
17th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. W. Brown of the Coal Trade Offices, Newcastle on Tyne, returning a draft of an
explosives report with added pencil notes.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Austine of Cadzow colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of James
Maddie as the manager of Cadzow colliery from the 20th onwards.

NEIMME-JBA-6-396
17th September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, divisional officer of Maryhill barracks,Glasgow, informing him
that in the case involving Hamilton Barracks coal (see NEIMME-JBA-6-390, 2nd letter etc.), the lease indicates that
the Wilsons and Clyde Coal company would pay the cost of inspection and that the Major should recommend to the
War Office that Mr. Atkinson himself should be appointed to make the necessary inspections considering the good
deal of work he has done on the subject and the fact he has received no fee for doing so.

NEIMME-JBA-6-397
18th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of John
McLaren by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of James Thomson by Mr. Johnstone.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an extension of exemption from 2 shafts at the six feet
seam of the no. 3 pit at Bellfield colliery to the 31st December 1894 under the same conditions due to the
unexpected physical difficulties involved and the effects of the miner's strike.

NEIMME-JBA-6-398
18th September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, remarking that the recommendations made in the Report of the board appointed to enquire into
the prevalence and prevention of lead poisoning in Broken Hill Silver-Lead mines seem inapplicable in his district
since he does not know of anybody employed in mining and dressing lead ore in the area who suffers from lead
poisoning.

NEIMME-JBA-6-399
19th September 1894
Plan of the no.1 pit at New Monkland owned by George McLaws and company signed by J.B. Atkinson in which the
Glenboig Fireclay was exhausted in August 1894 as far as remuneration and the expiry of their lease.

NEIMME-JBA-6-400
19th September/ 21st September 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.J. Johnstone, Burntisland Oil company,Edinburgh, arranging a visit to the Burntisland
Oil shale mines on Friday the 21st September at 12.30 p.m. to inspect the plan of the mines to compare with the
tracing sent by Mr. Johnstone to the Home Office.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (Mr. Johnstone? see letter above), confirming that a plan received
is in order and that a letter from John Williams and company does not refer to it but to a plan of a colliery in Mr.
Ronaldson's district forwarded to Mr. Atkinson several days previously which he has sent on to Mr. Ronaldson.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow,Leven, dated 21st September 1894 enclosing a copy of Dr. Landale's Coal
Fields and wishing an acknowledgment of his receipt of it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-401
21st September 1894
Letter from J. B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, returning the circular on the subject of the better regulation of quarries, with his address and
signature added. He adds that a thousand such circulars will be required for sending and adds the lists of quarries for
which they must be sent along with copies of the proposed Special Rules. The details for the eastern portion of the
County of Lanark, Mr. Atkinson remarks, has been delayed because of their police force being occupied by the coal
strike but the Chief Constable has promised to send these as soon as possible to Mr. Atkinson to be forwarded to the
Home Office.

NEIMME-JBA-6-402
21st September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Webster of Burdiehouse Lime Works,Midlothian,confirming that a small incline shaft
has been opened near Gilmerton which it is planned will become Burdiehouse colliery no. 2.

NEIMME-JBA-6-403
21st September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons, Airdrie, confirming the appointment of James Cleland as the
manager of Burnyside (?) colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-404
21st September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to David Webster, Manager at Aurdiehouse,Loanhead, remarking that the
following rules are not being followed under the Coal Mines Registration act at the Old mine at Aurdiehouse- no
second shaft or outlet as required by Section 16; failure to produce ventilation adequate to disperse noxious gases,
as required by Section 49, General Rule 1and a failure to make morning inspections as required by Section 49,
General Rule 4(1). He also remarks that he has received notice of the reopening of the mine as required by Section
36 (ii) and that he hopes the reported infractions will be cleared up as soon as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-405
22nd September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, confirming receipt of a
letter from the Board of Examinations for the Newcastle upon Tyne mining district and asks him to provide Mr.
Brown with the information he requires.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, returning Additional Special Rules to be signed and enclosing draft
letter(s?) concerning the establishment of Special Rules at the mines and the ones that Mr. McLaren have said have
already been established to be returned and signed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-406
24th September/25th September 1894
The first from J.B. Atkinson to A and L. Russell of Ryding colliery,Airdrie, confirming that the company has sunk their
no.2 pit at Ryding to the Kiltongue seam and have begun opening the seam out.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Morison, dated 25th September,asking him to look over the enclosed
Journal of the new pit and adjusting the figures as well as enclosing a copy of his report from the previous year.

NEIMME-JBA-6-407
24th September/ 25th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Dixon asking him to send a signed copy of the Special Rules as
established at their Wilsontown colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Haldie and sons asking him to send a signed copy of the Special
Rules as established at their Hanout colliery.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 25th September, agreeing to the extension of exemption from
2 shafts under Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act by Thornilee colliery, the new exemption lasting until 30th
September 1895, an exact year longer than the original exemption.

NEIMME-JBA-6-408
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Roswell Gas Coal company remarking that they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their Lassodie mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887.

He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 54, sub-section 2 of the act to look at the
procedure required.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the St(r)one Coal company remarking they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their West Glentive mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act of
1887. He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 54, sub-section 2 of the act to look at the
procedure required.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the trustees of Robert Young asking them to send him a signed copy of the
established Special Rules at their Greenhill colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-409
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James (?) Ltd remarking that they do not appear to have established Special
Rules at their Bedford, Blackster and Gateside mines as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act
1887. He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52 (sic), sub-section 2 of the act to look at
the procedure required.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Caledonian Mineral Oil company remarking that they do not appear
to have established Special Rules at their Tarbrae mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act
1887. He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 of the act to look at the
procedure required.
The third from J. B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Robert Forrester remarking that Special Rules do not seem to have been
established at his East Loughrigg mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks
that his company comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-410
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J. Yeates remarking that Special Rules do not seem to have been established
at his Hasteymoss(?) mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks that his
company comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 of the act to look at the procedure
required.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr, Glasgow, remarking that Special Rules do not seem to have been
established at his C(?)house mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks that his
company comply as soon as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure required.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.Logan and sons, Glasgow, remarking that they do not appear to have established
Special Rules at their Craigness (?) mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks
that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-411
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Darngavil Coal company remarking that they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their Biskegg(?) mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887.
He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Auchinstilloch Coal company remarking that they do not appear to
have established Special Rules at their Auchinstilloch as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act
1887. He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Little Drumgray Coal company remarking that they do not appear to
have established Special Rules at their Little Drumgray mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration
act 1887. He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the
procedure required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-412
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to C. Sergeant (?) remarking Special Rules do not seem to have been
established at his Thornilee(?) mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks that
his company comply as soon as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure required.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Thomas and Hillhall (?) remarking that they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their Knownoble mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887.
He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Cornebregg (?) (?) company remarking that they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their Cornebregg mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887.
He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-413
24th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A and H. Banks remarking that they do not appear to have established
Special Rules at their Hill mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He asks that they
comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure required.

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Howie and Train remarking that they do not appear to have established
Special Rules at their Archincheach (?) mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887. He
asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure required.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Struther Coal company remarking that they do not appear to have
established Special Rules at their Struther mine as required by Section 57 of the Coal Mines Registration act 1887.
He asks that they comply as quickly as possible and consult Section 52, sub-section 2 to look at the procedure
required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-414
26th September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh of Alloa Coal company on the subject of Sheriffyards coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-415
26th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell, Larkhall, informing him that he has no power to exempt him from
appointing a certificated manager if it is required by law, and asking him which colliery he knows employing over 100
men that does not have a manager at all. He adds that two managers would not be required, only one with a firstclass certificate.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Grant Brothers and company at Westallan colliery,Fauldhouse, confirming that they
have begun operations at their no.1 pit at the colliery at Fauldthorne.

NEIMME-JBA-6-416
September 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-417
September 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson with nil drawn through it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-418
September 1894
Plans of Birdiehouse colliery, the no.2 pit at Ryding colliery and the Westallan colliery which have abandoned their
coal seam, their Kiltongue coal and their Main and Crofthead coals respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-419
September 1894
Plans of the Burntisland and Allyn Oil Shale mines, which have both abandoned their Oil Shale signed by J. B.
Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-420
29th September 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-421, 2nd letter below) on the
death of Alexander Dales. The 43 year old miner was instantly killed by a fall of limestone in the Bowden limestone
mine owned by the Bowden Lime company at the face of his working place on the 25th September 1894 at
approximately 2.45 p.m. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no one
could be blamed for the accident, although he professed the opinion that the deceased should have blown up the
section of limestone or held it up with a tree if he had wanted to be completely safe. The deceased had been the
foreman in the mine as well as an ordinary miner, and had begun work at 7a.m. on the morning of the accident
alongside William Forrester, a 24 year old fellow miner. They worked in close proximity, and Mr. Forrester reported
that the deceased had taken a pinch of the limestone before he began holing it. He reported also that it was free at
one side and the parting above was free from any type of material to hold it up before falling and crushing him. The
deceased's practical experience must have led him to consider his actions to be safe, Mr. Atkinson concludes.

NEIMME-JBA-6-421
29th September 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-420.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of
Alexander Dales (see NEIMME-JBA-6-420 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-422
29th September 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-423, 1st letter below) on the
death of James Littlejohn. The 30 year old miner was fatally injured by a fall of coal at his working place in the Ell coal
seam of the Taponhill mine at Shawfield colliery owned by Wilson's and Clyde Coal company at about 9.45 a.m. on
the 24th September 1894 and died at 12.10p.m. that same day after being removed to the surface. After visiting the
site of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no blame could be attached to anyone for the accident.
The area was being worked at the time by A.Littlejohn and his three sons A.Littlejohn Jr, D. Littlejohn and the
deceased, all considered experienced miners. It had been examined by the fireman John Wallace at 9a.m. and found
to be safe while there was an ample supply of timber to shore up the roof and sides of the workplace if it had been
thought necessary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-423
29th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of James
Littlejohn (see NEIMME-JBA-6-422 above).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Walter Murton, solicitor, The Board of Trade, apologising that he will probably not
be able to attend an enquiry into the loss of (The Ship?) Scofield at Garnock the previous Friday, scheduled for
Monday. He cites an important meeting at the Home Office which he notes will be the address to reach him at
during the next week. He proposes sending his Assistant Inspector Mr. Johnstone whom he assures Mr. Murton is
fully aware of his report on the coal being shipped in the vessel and the pits and seam from which the coal was
wrought.

NEIMME-JBA-6-424
29th September/30th September 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Logan and sons,Polmont Station, explaining that the establishment of the new
Special Rules must precede their publication which Craigends colliery seems to have overlooked. He asks that the
procedure described in Section 52 of the Coal Mines act be gone through as soon as possible. (see NEIMME-JBA-6408-413 inclusive)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir noting that Lassodie Mill colliery seems not to have established the
New Special Rules and that their taking effect does not have to coincide with their publication. He asks that the
procedure described in Section 52 of the Coal Mines act be put into action as soon as possible to legalise the newly
opened colliery. (see letter above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 30th September, asking him to check his office for letters on the
next Tuesday and Thursday nights as he is going to London the next day and will probably be there all week. He also
asks Mr. Johnstone to check a rumour that 100 men are working underground at Mochan colliery with no
certificated manager in charge.

NEIMME-JBA-6-425
29th September 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Forrester of Roughrigg collieries,Avonbridge, remarking that the new Special Rules
do not seem to have been established at East Roughrigg colliery when it first started, explaining that a previous
letter only referred to Special Rules alone rather than the New Special Rules only. He suggests that the procedure
described in Section 52 of the Coal mines act be enforced immediately to rectify affairs. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-424,
letters 1 and 2 above etc.)

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Rigg and Company, Leith, explaining that the letter that they previously
received referred to the establishment of the New Special Rules rather than their publication, and that Section 52(2)
of the Coal Mines act should be consulted to find the necessary procedures to establish the new Rules. (see letter
above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-426
29th September 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons, Coalmasters,Airdrie, confirming the appointment of James
Prentice as the manager of their Arden and Meadowfield collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-427
10th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Kerr, Miners Offices, Broxburn, promising to look further into the matter of the
Balbardie Dovecot pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.T. Robertson, Miners agent,Newarthill, promising to forward his concerns about
Carfil colliery to MR. Ronaldson as the pit in question falls within his area of responsibility.

NEIMME-JBA-6-428
11th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson, Congleton, advising him to wait at least a month before visiting
Scotland as the strike has not fully ended with the East of the country still not working and the fact that managers
will probably not have settled into regular work even in areas that have begun to work again. He adds that he does
not know what changes will be made to the laws governing the use of explosives although he supposes that
gunpowder will be restricted in favour of safety explosives. On a more personal note, he apologises for the lateness
of his reply due to his visit to London, their mother's trip the next day and Ash going to Sunderland at the weekend
insisting that when 'Fred' does visit he must stay at his house.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption of the no.3 pit at Monkland colliery
from 2 shafts under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 persons are employed
underground in connection with the one shaft at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose
underground, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st March 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-429
12th October 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to G.C. Thompson, Caledonian Mineral Oil company,Cobbinshaw, replying to his query
about the plans of the abandoned Woolfords and Greenfield mines. He remarks that the latter does not appear in his
list of plans of abandoned mines which he encloses, but that the Woolfords plans are available, are mentioned on
page 72 of his lists, and due to their having been deposited for more than 10 years are now open to inspection by
the public as allowed by Section 38 (2) of the Coal Mines act. He advises Mr. Thompson to consult the Home
Secretary on the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the extension of the exemption from 2 shafts for the
virgin seam in the no.10 pit at Morningside colliery under the same conditions as before until the 31st March 1895
due to delays caused by the miner's strike.

NEIMME-JBA-6-430
12th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Yeats, Macbiehill, informing him that he has no power to provide an exemption
from the new Special Rules at any coal mines and that any objections he may have must be sent to him. At the same
time Mr. Atkinson tells him that a copy of the new Rules must be posted also. After 14 days, he adds that 2 more
copies and a certificate that a copy has been posted along with a notice must be sent also.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company,Glasgow, confirming that the company has
opened a pit to the Houston coal on the Polluith estate.

NEIMME-JBA-6-431
12th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Howie and Train at Machan colliery, Larkhall, informing them that they need
not worry about new Special Rules when they open up their Limestone pit at Netherton in Auchenheath since their
applicability to mines under the Metalliferous Mines act are only optional and the Special Rules used at coal mines in
his district would not be suitable anyway.

NEIMME-JBA-6-432
11th October/12th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, asking him to provide details of what grounds the manager is
using to refuse facilities to the checkweigher at Allanshaw.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Little Drumgray Coal company,Airdrie, dated 12th October, confirming that
they opened a mine at Wattstown on the 1st September and have now got the coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-433
11th October/12th October 1894

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Neil Ballingall, Markinch, informing him that the Special Rules should be posted by the
tenants of the quarries at Langside and Pitcairn and asking him to forward papers to the parties involved.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Dundonald Coal company,Fife, dated 12th October, confirming that they have
sunk a sixth shaft to the Glass coal as an upcast to their second and third pits and that they have commenced a mine
near their no.2 pit in the fourteen feet coal to be named No.1 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-434
12th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. White and company, Burniston colliery, remarking that he has been told
that there is no inspection of the workings in the rough coal seam at their Tyneside pit before the workers leave
their stations and report to work as required by section 29, General Rule 4 of the Coal Mines act. He asks that the
situation be rectified as soon as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-435
12th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Thompson remarking that the New Special Rules have not been formally
established at the Tarbrax mine according to Mr. Thompson's letter. The posting of the Rules is not enough and Mr.
Atkinson points Mr. Thompson to the procedure described in Section 52 (2) of the Coal Mines act as necessary to be
gone through to legitimize them (see NEIMME-JBA-6-425, both letters etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Thomson of the Caledonian Mineral Oil company,Tarbrax, confirming that
sinking operations for coal have been commenced on the Greenfield estate.

NEIMME-JBA-6-436
12th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Young's trustees, Glasgow, acknowledging receipt of a letter and enclosing a
signed copy of Special Rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Thomson, Caledonian Mineral Oil company,Tarbrax, confirming the
appointment of James Crawford as the undermanager of the no.2 shale pit at Tarbrax.

NEIMME-JBA-6-437
12th October 1894

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir, Lassodie Hill colliery,Blairadam, informing him that the copy of Special
Rules he has sent to Mr. Atkinson does not contain the new Special Rules. He advises Mr. Muir to start again by
posting a copy of the Rules with the additional new Special Rules along with a printed notice as to objections (at the
colliery) and then after 14 days post two copies of the combined Special and new Special Rules to Mr. Atkinson, one
of which would be returned in due course. He refers Mr. Muir to Section 52(2) of the Coal Mines act for a direct
description of what exactly to do to legitimize the new Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-6-435, 1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-438
13th October 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, advising him that no further steps would seem
to be necessary regarding Special Rules at the Candie, Bedford and Blackston pits as the pits are extensions of a
colliery where Special Rules were established.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Auchinstilloch Gas Oil company, asking them to carry out the procedure
described in section 52 (2) of the Coal Mines act to legitimize the new Special Rules at the Auchinstilloch colliery as
they seem to have only posted the new Rules rather than establishing them (see NEIMME-JBA-6-437, 1st letter
above etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.L. Johnstone of the Burntisland Oil company,Edinburgh, arranging a visit to discuss
the Burntisland plans on the 15th October.

NEIMME-JBA-6-439
13th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Kennedy, Training Manager, Broxburn Mines, advising him that he does not think
the law prohibits a miner taking in the amount of explosive he needs for his shift. He points out that not more than
5lbs of explosive can be contained in each canister and only one canister can be used at a time. Mr. Atkinson adds
that if the miners under Mr. Kennedy take the precautions the latter proposes there should be no problem in them
taking down more than one canister at a time into the mine.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Thomson, Denend colliery,Cardenden, asking if his information that the accident
to James Sheddon on the 15th August 1894 has led to his death is true and, if so, the date of his death.

NEIMME-JBA-6-440
13th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Wilsons and Clyde Coal company,Glasgow, approving of the companies' proposed
method of working the proportion of Hamilton Barracks coal leased to them in the Ell and Splint Coal seams outlined
in their tracings sent to Mr. Atkinson which he returns in the letter. He adds that stoops should be left in squares of

18 yards, rooms should not be more than 4 yards wide and an accurate account of the coal worked from each seam
be kept if they go ahead with the method.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, confirming that the weighing dispute he mentions at the
Cornsilloch and Millburn collieries will be looked into further.

NEIMME-JBA-6-441
13th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for the return of the lists of quarries in his district sent for the purposes of sending the
circular and proposed Special Rules to the quarries as soon as possible. He also asks for a further 100 copies of both
the Special Rules and the circular as quarry owners have applied for extra.

NEIMME-JBA-6-442
13th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to I.A. Lindsay, Aberfoyle, proposing a visit to Aberfoyle to discuss the proposed Special
Rules regarding quarries and look around the quarries concerned the following Friday as the Wednesday Mr. Lindsay
proposed will find him unavailable.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, concerning the applications for exemption from 2 shafts by the no
1and 2 pits at Redford colliery and the no.1 and 2 pits at Blackston colliery. Mr. Atkinson notes that an exemption is
not required for the Redford pits as communication (?) has been restored, while exemption can be allowed for the
Blackston pits under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided that no more than 20 people are allowed to
work underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other
purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption comes to an end on the 31st
December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-443/444
14th October 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-445, 2nd letter) on the death of
Edward Kyles.
The 59 year old bottomer fell from the Mill coal to the Main coal in the no.3 pit at Weldtrigg colliery owned by James
Wood Ltd on the 10th October 1894 at approximately 12:10 p.m. and was instantly killed. After visiting the colliery 2
days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that his death was due to accidental causes. The deceased had begun work at
7a.m. the day of the accident and at about 12:00 only he and the 20 year old miner and drawer John McAnulty were
at the shaft involved. The deceased signalled for a cage which was drawn up from the Main Coal seam to the Mill
Coal seam. Mr. McAnulty was at the North side of the shaft and put down the guard at the North end of the cage
and drew off the empty hutches on that side. The deceased, on the South side, pushed through the cage and
followed the empty hutches through. After putting up the guard and turning back to the South in order to place full
hutches on to the cage, Mr. Kyles attempted to disembark but, as he did so, the cage was slowly raised, and he fell

on to the plates and then into the shaft. The bottomer working at the main coal saw his body fall to the bottom and
found him dead. The 42 year old engineman George Menzies reported noting that the cage at the Mill coal moved
up a few feet but added that he lowered it immediately upon noticing this. The movement of the cage was
determined to be caused by a small amount of steam being released by the throttle valve of the engine moving the
drum. Mr. Menzies stated that the winding engine had its brake on and the steam cut off so the release must have
been inadvertent. The manager Thomas Cookston surmised that the engineman had left a little steam on to prevent
the cage moving downwards when the full hutches were loaded onto it. Mr. Atkinson observed that the throttle
valve was working when he examined it and was told that nothing had been done to it since the accident, although
since his visit he was told that the valve had been altered to prevent steam passing through it. Mr. Atkinson added
that the engineman's allowing steam through the valve could probably have been alleviated by the use of shuts(?)
but these would have had dangers of their own.

NEIMME-JBA-6-445
14th October/15th October 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-443/444.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 15th October, enclosing a report on
the death of Edward Kyles (see NEIMME-JBA-6-443/444 above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-446
15th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into problems of
ventilation and on the communication road at Woodmuir colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Callender Coal company,Falkirk, confirming the company have begun driving a
mine to be called the Mavisbank mine to work the Coxrod coal in the Eastern portion of their coal field.

NEIMME-JBA-6-447
15th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to 'Ash' (A.A. Atkinson) advising him to ask a Mr. Robson concerning the position he has
asked about. He adds that if he applies for the position he will write to Mr. Hood concerning any influence he may
have, before adding that he doesn't know him well enough to personally speak to him about it. He adds that if he
applies on spec for the position he can turn down the position if he he doesn't like their offer.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Robertson,Larkhall, promising to look further into matters concerning the
weighing of coal at the no.2 mine at Cornsilloch colliery and drawers allegedly drawing in front of their hutches.

NEIMME-JBA-6-448
16th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Struther Coal company,Lanarkshire, on the subject of Struther coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.M. Kilpatrick at Struther colliery, Larkhall, confirming receipt of two copies of
their Special Rules, one of which will be returned in due course. He adds that the Rules do not have to be established
to each pit individually.

NEIMME-JBA-6-449
Blank page.

NEIMME-JBA-6-450
17th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, receiver unknown(A. and F. Denk, Lanarkshire? see letter below) on the subject
of Hill coal in Netterburn, Lanarkshire.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and F. Denk, Hill colliery,Hamilton, confirming the receipt of two copies of their
Special Rules, one of which he promises to return in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-451
17th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train at Machan colliery,Larkhall, remarking on complaints made against
the colliery concerning the employment of more than 30 people underground without the supervision of a first class
certificated manager and that the ventilation used is defective. He continues that Mr. Johnstone has been to the
colliery and confirmed that both are accurate complaints. Mr. Atkinson advises that both problems should be taken
care of quickly or notice may be given to employ a manager along with other steps.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Shield, rending(?) engineer, Harbour of Refuge quarry,Peterhead,
suggesting that the existing Special Rules for blasting in the quarry could be combined with the justified draft of the
copy of the new Special Rules which Mr. Atkinson sent to him. He proposes to discuss the matter further when he
visits Aberdeen at some time in the next month.

NEIMME-JBA-6-452
18th October 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Thompson at Denard colliery,Cardenden, asking for the exact date of death for a
James Sheddon to determine if the death could have been caused by an accident, adding that if the death occurred
within a year of said accident, he is inclined to determine that it was (see NEIMME-JBA-6-439, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson explaining his charging methods for sending guides by horse
cab(?) and acknowledging receipt of a letter from Mr. Wardell, which he returns. He adds that 'Bill' has made a lucky
escape at Harecastle missing when she went off (explosion?) underground.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, returning police information and enclosing
a report on the death of Thomas Cowan and the injury of Martin Gray by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-453
20th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone advising him on how to approach making drawings concerning the Kelty
sinking accident, telling him to show a kettle hanging in the shaft with 4 miners standing on it.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm, Edinburgh, telling him that he has forwarded the details of the
general manager vacancy at Armiston colliery to his brother Alfred. He believes that his brother would prove
suitable for the post as the 35 year old presently manages the Barrow colliery at Barnsley and has experience
managing collieries in both Durham and Yorkshire.

NEIMME-JBA-6-454
20th October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.Ross Stewart, advocate,Edinburgh, thanking him for sending a copy of his book
'Mines and Minerals' which he adds will be very useful to all in the mining industry.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson enclosing an advert for the position of manager at Armiston
colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-453, 2nd letter above) which he thinks his brother should apply for and has remarked to
the secretary involved that he has advised him to do so. He adds that the secretary is called J.D. Chisholm and his
belief that the chairman of the company is called Mr. Dundas. He concludes that some of the directors at Barrow
may be able to help him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-455
22nd October 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, Sunderland, enclosing (again? see NEIMME-JBA-6-454 above) an
advert for the position of general manager at Armiston colliery in Aberdeen which he thinks he should apply for. This
time he advises sending a reply to the Secretary rather than J.C. Chisholm as he is now unsure of the name, and

reiterates that it is a good colliery . He advises informing Mr. Morrison of Newbattle as he works in the next colliery
to Armiston and may have some knowledge of it.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.T. Swallow, South Shields, promising to put in a good word for Mr. Swallow as he
attempts to achieve the manager's berth at Armiston colliery . Despite admitting that he has already promised to
help another in his attempt to gain the post (see letter above etc.), he does not believe that should stop him from
also speaking on Mr. Swallow's behalf.

NEIMME-JBA-6-456
25th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company,Glasgow, confirming that the pit to the
Houston coal on the Colbeth Estate has been abandoned.

NEIMME-JBA-6-457
25th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to revise his report on the death of Thomas Cowan to include
whether he believes a breach of the Coal Mines act has been made regarding inspection and whether this cotributed
to the accident involved. He asks him to make further enquiry if necessary, and adds his personal opinion that
brushers need to be examined just as much as colliers, despite the seeming hardship in doing so regarding the
former.

NEIMME-JBA-6-458
26th October/27th October 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the no. 2 pit at Ryding colliery exemption from 2 shafts
under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed underground at any one
time working in connection with the shaft, no fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is
completed as soon as possible and the exemption terminates on the 31st January 1895.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, dated the 27th October, informing him he has heard
nothing from the secretary regarding the vacancy at Armiston colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-455, both letters etc.) and
that an advertisement for the position was to be found in the previous day's Colliery Guardian, suggesting they were
taking their time in filling the berth.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackay, manager, Roughrigg collieries,Avonbridge, dated 27th October,
confirming receipt of two copies of the proposed Special Rules for East Roughrigg colliery and promising to send one
back in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-459
27th October 1894

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, on the subject of Blackston and Redford coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, asking the company to send one more copy
of their proposed Special Rules for both Redford and Blackston collieries and he will return one of each in due
course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-460
27th October 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Forrester, Avonbridge, on the subject of East Roughrigg coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-461
27th October 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-462, 2nd letter below) on the
death of William Hamilton. The 34 year old coal miner was instantly killed by a fall of roof stone in the stooping of
the North Heading section of the Upper Ell coal seam of the no.3 pit at Law colliery owned by Wilsons and Clyde Coal
company on the 23rd October at approximately 11 a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that no blame could be laid to anyone in connection with the accident, although he points out
the laying of timber under the stone involved would have been advisable as working on a pillar of coal next to a roof,
as he and his elder brother Robert were doing at the time, was well known to make the roof involved particularly
precarious. Mr. Atkinson found there was plenty of timber available for this purpose.On the day of the accident the
deceased and his brother were taking off the second slice of the pillar of coal. Neither the fireman, 26 year old
Alexander Davidson, who had examined the area between 5 and 6a.m. that morning before work began, nor the
deceased and his brother , who the latter remarked had sounded the roof at the point where the fall happened, saw
any danger. The 35 year old brother remarked that he and the deceased were just about to lay turn rails and were
working at the face to prepare for this when the stone fell without warning.

NEIMME-JBA-6-462
27th October 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-461.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of
William Hamilton (see NEIMME-JBA-6-461 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-463
30th October 1894
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.J. Johnstone, Burntisland Oil company, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of the
Burntisland Mines abandoned plan and the necessary particulars needed.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of David
McCombie by Mr. Johnstone.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that in a particular unnamed case no exemption was
required as the requirements of the act had already been complied with.

NEIMME-JBA-6-464
30th October/31st October 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Skene, Edwards and Garson,Edinburgh, confirming that he is the Inspector of Mines in
the area where the Teaninich (?) quarry is situated.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, remarking that despite a breach of
General Rule 4 by the mine owners involved, the death of Thomas Cowan did not require a prosecution as the
breach had nothing to do with the fatal accident involved and the report by Mr. McLaren does not therefore need to
be changed. He adds that he returns both the report and other information sent to him about the case. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-457)
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 31st October, enclosing a
report on the death of David Patterson by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-465
1st November 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Martin, checkweigher, Baton colliery,Shotts, promising to enquire further into
the problem of tareing of hutches at the colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, telling him that he cannot share his report on the death of
James Bissett with him although he would like to see the Fatal Accident Inquiry Bill passed so that the friends of
miners were allowed more access to such information.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Yeats, Macbiehill Lime Works, Lamancha, asking him to replace a copy of the
Special Rules sent to him with another larger set with certificate of posting as the copy involved is under an obsolete
act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-466
1st November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren complaining that Mr. McLaren's expenses are too high and not economical
enough, and remarking on occasions where cheaper alternatives to the train and cab journeys he put on his
expenses were available and should have been taken.

NEIMME-JBA-6-467
October 1894
Plan of East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-468
October 1894
Plan of East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-469
October 1894
Plans of the Polbeth mine at West Calder, the Netherton mine at Auchenheath, the Wattstown colliery at Airdrie, the
no.1 mine at Dundonald colliery at Cardenden, the Greenfield colliery at Tarbrax and the Mavisbank mine at
Callender colliery at Falkirk abandoning their Houston coal, Limestone, Drumgray coal, Fourteen Feet coal, Houslet
coal and Coxrod coal respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-470
October 1894
Plan of the Polbeth mine at West Calder abandoned for its Houston coal signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-471
2nd November 1894
Report on the death of William Jack (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-472, 2nd letter below) by J.B.
Atkinson. The 60 year old miner was killed by a fall of roof stone in the waste area near the working place in the Ell
coal seam of the no.2 pit at Fairhill owned by Archibald Russell on the 26th October 1894 at about 9p.m. After
visiting the scene of the incident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident resulted because the
deceased began taking out the trees holding up the roof before it was declared safe. The deceased and his partner
R. Cuthbertson in the company of a David Hamilton, who took charge of proceedings, worked with the driver, F.
Renwick, in the task of drawing timber with the latter to lay back the drawn wood. At one point, Mr. Hamilton
instructed the deceased and Mr. Renwick to sit and wait while he and Mr. Cuthbertson drew wood from the accident
area. Before Mr. Hamilton had declared the area safe, Mr. Jack , wearing a mask, knocked out a tree and the stone
fell killing him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-472
2nd November 1894

Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-471.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William
Jack (see NEIMME-JBA-6-471 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-473
3rd November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Morison, Newbattle collieries, informing him that since the collieries' new pit is an
extension of Newbattle's existing colliery where Special Rules are already established, it does not need to establish
these rules again. He adds that the proposed amendment Mr. Morison wishes to make to the Special Rules can be
forwarded to him under Section 54 (1) of the Coal Mines act which allows mine managers to occasionally propose
amendments to rules or new Special Rules. Upon receiving it, Mr. Atkinson would then forward the proposal to the
Secretary of State. He adds that he will visit the colliery the following Monday in connection with the injury of
William Borthwick and could then discuss the proposed rule.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren enclosing a police report and newspaper cutting regarding the death of
James Haddon by a fire-damp explosion, remarking that he has received no notice on the incident from the colliery
involved and asking Mr. McLaren to investigate why.

NEIMME-JBA-6-474
3rd November 1894
The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Caledonian Mineral Oil company on the subject of Tarbrax Oil Shale.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Allan of Tarbrax mines,Cobbinshaw, confirming the receipt of two copies of
their proposed Special Rules and promising to return one in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-475
3rd November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, divisional officer at Maryhill barracks,Glasgow, confirming
receipt of the Major's letter informing him that the War Office has approved of his appointment as Inspector of the
workings of the coal under Hamilton barracks on behalf of the War department and the promise he will be paid the
usual fees concerning said inspections. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-396)

NEIMME-JBA-6-476
3rd November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Dixon Ltd at Calder Iron Works,Coaltridge, confirming the appointment of
William Johnston as the undermanager of their Wilsontown colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-477
5th November 1894
Plan of the Lochgelly relief pit owned by the Lochgelly Lime and Coal Company abandoning as unremunerative their
seams for Houston Section, Lochgelly Splint, Lochgelly parrot, Glass(?), My(?)cher, Five section and Dunfermline
Splint coal on the 13th June 1894 signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-478
5th November 1894
Plan of the 1,2, and 3 pits at Drumbowie owned by Rob McAllister and sons abandoning as unremunerative the
Kiltongue, Ges(?) and Upper Drumgray coal on the 6th August 1894 signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-479
5th November 1894
Plan of the Albyn mine owned by the Broxburn Oil company abandoning the Broxburn Shale coal due to exhaustion
on the 25th July 1894 signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-480
5th November 1894
Plan of the Burntisland mine(s) at Kinghorn owned Burntisland Oil company abandoning the Dunnett Oil Shale Coal
Seam due to it becoming unprofitable following the fall in prices of Oil Shale products in June 1894 signed by J.B.
Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-481
5th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie advising Mr. Smillie that after investigating the tare of the hutches at
Fermingair he was told by the manager that the miners had agreed to a tare of 4and a half cwt. He could not
ascertain if this was true, but advises Mr. Smillie that if the miners have any greivance they can refuse to accept it
and that the checkweighers duty is to give the miners the actual weight of the material they send up so they can
have an accurate picture of what they are losing under such an agreement.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Newmains, confirming receipt of two letters concerning the death of
James Haddon from C.Russell and one from R. Russell himself. He asks for the usual notice, while adding that he
does not know why the accident was not reported at the proper time as required by the act as all fire-damp
explosions are supposed to be (see NEIMME-JBA-6-473, 2nd letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-482
6th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Ritchie, Perth, remarking that that the new Quarries act will come into effect on
1st January 1895 with no exceptions and will apply to all quarries over 20 foot deep. The new Special Rules must be
established under the procedure put forward in the Coal Mines act to have any legal value, he continues, and,
although some may prove unsuitable for certain quarries, the plan is for there to be as little differences in the rules
as possible. He concludes that in the mean time, he can observe the code as forwarded to him as much as is
reasonably practicable.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Robertson of Houstons Land, Newarthill, advising him that in the case of
taring the hutches at Liurigg colliery, the checkweigher's duties end when he has correctly ascertained the weight of
coal the miners send up. If the miners are not happy with what the owners pay them, Mr. Atkinson continues, they
can sue for the difference.

NEIMME-JBA-6-483
6th November/8th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him that he must attend following a summons regarding the
Hamilton McCulloch vs. Grant case if he does not receive an official notice of withdrawal before the given date. He
adds that he will do all in his power to have both Mr. McLaren and his own summons for the case withdrawn when
he calls the lawyers involved and finds out what the case is about.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to P.Mitchell and sons,Edinburgh, dated 8th November, confirming receipt of two
copies of Special Rules for his signature. He informs him that the new quarries act does not come into force until the
1st January 1895 and cannot be formally established until then. He also remarks that the questions regarding the use
of explosions and ambulance appliances at their Orwell mines and Esperton quarries that the new rules will not
cause any inconvenience at Esperton if they do not use any explosives, while the new rule regarding the appliances is
only valid where more than 25 people are employed so they may as well abide by the code as is. He adds that the
Secretary of State wishes there to be just one code applying for the whole district. He returns the two copies of
Special Rules so they can be sent again when the act comes into effect and the provisions are posted at the mine as
required by Section 25 of the Metalliferous Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-484
7th November/8th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming the appointment of Robert Brown
as the manager of their Ross collieries.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Dewar of Glenclelland collieries,Wishaw, dated 8th November, confirming
receipt of two copies of proposed Special Rules for Knownoble collieries, promising to return one in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-485
8th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell,Alloa(?) regarding Knownoble coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the
no.3 pit at East Roughrigg colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing they employ no more than
20 persons underground at any one time in connection with the shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or
any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on the 15th
February 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-486
9th November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for leave to begin legal proceedings against Charles Russell, the certificated manager of
Blairhall colliery near Fife for failing to inform Mr. Atkinson within the prescribed time of a fire-damp explosion
which caused the injury and subsequent death of a man named James Haddow and therefore contravening Section
35 (i) (i) of the Caol Mines Regulation act 1887. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-481, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-487
9th November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, informing him that he wishes to take
legal action against Charles Russell for not reporting the fire-damp explosion that led to the death of James Haddow
and that after receiving reply from a letter he has sent to the Home Office on the affair will write to him on the
subject again. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-486 above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-488
10th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Drumshangie Coal company, reporting on alleged defects at the Stonehouse
no.2 pit involving ventilation, the lack of connectible distribution force(?) at Virtuewell colliery and enginehouse and
dangerous points of machinery of the connecting engine. He asks that these defects are dealt with.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone colliery company,Glasgow, confirming receipt of two copies of the
proposed Special Rules at Glentore colliery and promising to return one in due course.

NEIMME-JBA-6-489
10th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to L.Doyle, checkweigher,Airdrie, promising that Mr. Johnstone will visit Liurigg colliery in
connection with the question of tare of hutches during the next week.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, returning tracings from a letter by Mr. Telfer he received
from Mr. Wyper on a visit. He adds that he sees no objection to the proposed working of the Splint coal at the
barracks outlined in the last tracing involved and that he proposes to visit the site on Tuesday the 13th November at
11:30 a.m.

NEIMME-JBA-6-490
10th November 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone colliery company,Airdrie, on the subject of Glentore coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-491/492
10th November 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-493, 2nd letter) on the death of
Peter Forbes. The 34 year old oncost man was killed when he fell to the bottom of the no.9 pit at Lassodie colliery
after the hemp rope he was hanging on to broke at around 6:30 p.m on the night of November 5th 1894. His injuries
led to his death shortly after midnight the same night. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that he thought nobody could be charged for the accident, caused by the use of an old rope
which, due to exposure while laying in the enginehouse of the engineman Robert McEwan for some time, had
deteriorated to the point it could not carry any weight. The engineman admitted he had received the rope over two
years earlier at about the time of the last general election (June 1892) and it was not new even then. On the day of
the accident the deceased and another oncost man called James Addie had descended the shaft at around 9a.m.
after receiving instructions from manager Robert Cook about necessary repairs they were told to carry out between
the eight foot seam, which was still being worked, and the three feet seam which had been temporarily suspended
from work. At around 2p.m, after the pit had finished drawing coal, the deceased and Mr. Addie descended again in
one of the cages and began their repairs at a point about 12 fathoms from the bottom. At about 5.30 p.m. a fall took
place from the sides of the shaft jamming the cage and causing the two men to relocate to a lodgement a few yards
up the shaft for their own safety. Mr. McEwan, the engineman, realised there was a problem when he heard signals
and the signal wire became stuck due to the falling material. After trying and failing to raise the cage, he tried to talk
to the two men but could not hear their reply. George Ford was sent down a day mine close by to the level of the
eight foot seam from which point he heard what had happened from the men. After asking for a rope from the no.4
pit and receiving none, Mr. McEwan decided to use the rope which proved unsafe. He added that he considered it
safe despite only having used it once in the 18 months it had lain in a small cabin close by. After lowering the rope
the deceased got on it only for it to break about 19 yards from the end next to the deceased, about a foot or two
beneath the eight foot seam,with Mr. Forbes immediately falling down the shaft with fatal results.

NEIMME-JBA-6-493
10th November 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-491/492.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of Peter Forbes (see NEIMME-JBA-6-491/492 above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-494
13th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thomson explaining that it would be difficult to bring a charge against a Mr.
Kane for carrying matches if he was not found with them in a part of the mine in which safety lamps were required
to be used, as specified in Special Rule 87.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, miners offices,Dunfermline, promising to look further into a matter
concerning the checkweigher at the Little Raith colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-495
13th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Secretary of the Edison and Swan United Election Light company,London,
acknowledging receipt of a certificate of 15 A shares in the company, another certificate for 5 ninths of a share a
certificte for £24,2 shillings and 6 pence worth of Debenture stocks in the company and a cheque for £3 10 shillings
and 8 pence as interest from the latter debenture stocks up to June 30th 1894.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, professing that he believes that the manager is breaching the
Mines act by having a false tare on the beam while working the Fermigan Splint coal but also that he thinks it will be
very difficult to bring him to account on the issue. He adds his belief that the management would try to reach
agreement with the men or argue for deductions for dirt which would probably prove successful. He continues that
the miners can refuse to work or sue the management for lost income but should work that out amongst
themselves.

NEIMME-JBA-6-496
13th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Sym of Shawsburn colliery,Larkhall, confirming that the colliery has opened a
day mine into the Ell coal seam.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, asking for his opinion on
whether the death of James Shedden on the 5th July 1894 at Fordell was in any way caused by the accident he
suffered from at Denend colliery on the 15th August a year earlier.

NEIMME-JBA-6-497
14th November 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, informing him he has received
permission to prosecute Charles Russell, the manager of Blairhall colliery, for breaching Section 35 (i) (i) of the Coal
Mines act by failing to report the injury and subsequent death of James Haddow (see NEIMME-JBA-6-487 etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company at Newbattle colliery,Dalkeith, agreeing in principle that
the phraseology they use in proposing alterations for their new pit seems to meet the object they require under the
new Special Rules. He advises the company to post the new and altered Special Rules as notified in Section 54(I) of
the Coal Mines act and then send them formally to Mr. Atkinson.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J. Dunbar Steele, Wolverhampton, thanking him for his pamphlet on the subject of
the Quarries act which he believes will prove useful to all those connected with quarries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-498
14th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Thomson, Bishopbriggs, confirming receipt of his letter concerning an advertised
colliery managership but admitting that he does not know where the place mentioned in it is, promising to let Mr.
Thomson know if he finds out more.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming that the company has purchased
Rigside colliery and appointed Alexander Forrest as its manager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-499
15th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, reporting more information on the
case of James Haddow and the manager Charles Russell's failure to provide notification of the injury that led to his
death. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-497, 1st letter etc.) He encloses the letters he received from general manager R. Russell
which contained two letters from his brother Charles on the subject of the accident. He adds that he can see no way
the accused can defend himself from the charge and that he will inevitably be found guilty.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Kennedy, manager of Broxburn mines, informing him of his visit the next day to
the Roman Camp mine to enquire into the blasting accident.

NEIMME-JBA-6-500
16th November/17th November/20th November 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of William
Borthwick by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Drummond and Reid,Edinburgh, dated 17th November, confirming receipt of a
copy of the Special Rules in force at the no.3 pit at Broadrigg colliery in Slamannan in connection with the Garay vs.
Nimmo case. He adds that new Special Rules have been established since June at allthe collieries which do not seem
to be included in theirs but has agreed to certificate the copy up till June.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Hunter and company,Glasgow, dated 20th November, telling him that he will
visit the no.2 pit at Shawsrigg colliery the next Thursday to discuss the possibility of working the pit with only one
shaft.

NEIMME-JBA-6-501
20th November/22nd November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.M. Graham, Glasgow, apologising for not being able to go shooting with
Mr. Graham on the next Saturday due to a previous engagement with his wife to Dunblane.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 22nd November, asking
Mr. MacFarlane if he can enquire further into whether the death of James Shedden was primarily caused by his
accident of the year before so he can decide whether to include him on his annual list of persons killed by mining
accidents. He adds that although the man was never able to work again he would like further information and asks
Mr MacFarlane to get in touch with the police and the doctor involved if necessary to try and ascertain the cause for
certain (See NEIMME-JBA-6-496).

NEIMME-JBA-6-502
22nd November 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-503, 2nd letter) on the death of
John Baird. The 22 year old collier was instantly killed by a fall of roof stone at his working place in the dook section
of the main coal seam at the no.3 pit at Wilsontown owned by William Dixon Ltd on the 17th November 1894 at
approximately 3.30 a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that nobody
could be blamed for the accident although props placed near the lipe involved could have prevented it. He noted
that there was plenty of timber available for such a purpose. The deceased had, according to his workmate, miner
William Alexander, also aged 22, sounded the roof before attempting to take down coal and thought it safe. The
two had begun work at 6 a.m. (the previous morning?) and a check had been made by fireman Charles McCartney at
4.40 a.m. before the entry of miners and had found it safe although the presence of a lipe was noted. Mr. McCartney
added that he had warned the two to take care of the low side of their workplace and the side where the fall took
place. As the fall took place the deceased was fastened to the side. Despite being extricated quickly, he was already
dead and 'much mangled'.

NEIMME-JBA-6-503
22nd November 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-502.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of John
Baird (see NEIMME-JBA-6-502 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-504
23rd November/26th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of James
Quinn by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Auchinstilloch Gas Coal company,Lanark, dated 26th November, on the subject
of Auchinstilloch coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-505
26th November/28th November 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Jon Hyslop of Airdrie House Brick Works,Airdrie, confirming that they have begun
working coal by means of a slope at the brick works.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline,dated 28th November, thanking
him for the copy of a letter from a Dr. Nasmyth which contained the information he needed concerning James
Shedden (see NEIMME-JBA-6-501, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-506
28th November 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to M.W. Brown asking him to send him 2 copies of the Federal Institute Transactions
regarding his honorary and ordinary membership of the Institute.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Hill, Kirkcaldy, asking him for the return of a one pound loan as soon as
possible.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Hutton at Ashes colliery,Culross, enclosing a copy of the Abstract of the Coal
Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-507
1st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to M. Crowe of Brora colliery confirming that Mr. Crowe ceased to be the owner of the
colliery on the 30th November and asking if the colliery is to be abandoned or continued under a new owner.

NEIMME-JBA-6-508
1st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strain brothers,Glasgow, confirming that they are sinking their no.8 pit at their
Kippsbyre colliery to be managed by Hugh Strain.

NEIMME-JBA-6-509
November 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-510
November 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson containing statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-511
November 1894
Plans of the Ell Coal Mine at Shawsburn colliery and the Coatdyke and Kippsbyre collieries at Coatteridge abandoned
for the Ell coal at Shawsburn and Coatdyke and the Drumgray coal at Kippsbyre signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-512
November 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing the single statistic nil signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-513
1st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. A. and F. Danks at Hill colliery,Netherburn, concerning Hill coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-514
1st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Struther Coal company,Larkhall, concerning Struther coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-515
1st December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Commander W.B. McHardy, Chief Constable of Lanarkshire,Hamilton, thanking him for
providing a list of quarries in his area.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Buchan, town clerk, Peebles, enclosing 6 copies of the Quarry Special Rules
as requested in his letter of the 27th November.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, saying that the application for exemption from two shafts at the
Main Coal seam at the no.2 pit at Shawsrigg colliery can be granted under Section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-516
3rd December/4th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Crawford, miners agent,Airdrie, promising to look further into the alleged
descending into the No.2 pit at Rigg colliery (?) by men at all times.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Cunningham at Queen Street Station, dated 4th December, complaining
about the lack of return tickets to Queen Street Station via Alloa and the more expensive cost of buying single tickets
along that route. Mr. Atkinson argues that on a train trip from Glasgow to Cowdenbeath and Dunfermline and back
again, such return tickets would lead to a more convenient, faster and cheaper journey. He adds that he believes
that either the Forth Bridge service should be made as convenient as that via Alloa or tickets should be available by
letter route.

NEIMME-JBA-6-517
3rd December/4th December 1894
Four lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the application from exemption from 2 shafts at the Midcoal Seam at Whiterigg pit under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are
allowed underground in the area using the single shaft, no fires are used for ventilation or any other purpose, the
second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption ends on the 31st March 1894 (5).

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 4th December, pointing out that the allegations and
complaints into a specific case have been delayed due to the miners strike. He adds that the allegation regarding
general neglect of the Mines act has proven unfounded, while the charge about the lack of a second shaft/outlet at
Brownside concerning Ironstone has a stronger foundation and will be looked into, although he adds that this could
have been done sooner if a Mr. (Mc?) Kellen had informed him earlier.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 4th December, explaining that a Mr. McIvor's belief that he
was entitled to an undermanagers certificate has been proven to be false.
The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall of Cowdenbeath collieries, dated 4th December, informing him that he
has been told by Thomas Laird, the 13-year old boy who runs the road haulage engine at Lumphinnans colliery that
he is working from 6 in the morning to 6 at night with only an hour and a half break for breakfast and dinner, thereby
contravening Section 7(3) of the Coal Mines act by working more than ten hours a day. He asks Mr. Mungall to adjust
his hours accordingly.

NEIMME-JBA-6-518
5th December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew
Moyes from Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir of Lassodie Mill colliery confirming receipt of two copies of proposed
Special Rules for the colliery with certificate of posting, promising to return one as soon as possible.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Walker and Cameron at Balbardie colliery,Bathgate, asking them to improve the
unsatisfactory ventilation at the colliery suggesting that the erection of a fan at the Dovecot pit may be necessary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-519
5th December 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-520, 2nd letter) on the death of
James Pow. The 13 year old door boy was killed when he fell on the spur gearing of a small hauling engine which
drew hutches of Redd coal to the Redd hill on the surface after his shift was over at the no.1 pit at Lumphinnans
colliery owned by the Cowdenbeath Coal company at about 4.45 p.m. on the 29th November 1894. After visiting the
scene of the incident four days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was caused by the deceased who
attempted to leave the engine house while the engine was in motion, slipping when he placed his foot on the crank
shaft and falling between the pinion and spur wheel, from where he was drawn in to the workings. The boy in charge
of the engine , Thomas Laird (see NEIMME-JBA-6-517, 4th letter), immediately stopped the engine but when Mr.
Pow was extricated, he was dead. The manager of the pit added that his trespassing in the engine house after his
shift, in a place he had no right to be, was part of the practice of a number of other pit boys of amusing themselves
after their work by riding on the hutches going to and from the Redd hill. He added that he had warned the pit boys
not to act in this manner.

NEIMME-JBA-6-520

5th December 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-519.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of James Pow (see NEIMME-JBA-6-519 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-521
5th December 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-523, 1st letter) on the death of Robert
Davidson. The 26 year old engineman was killed when he was run over by a wagon loaded with small coal on the pit
sidings of Merryton colliery owned by Merryton Coal company on the 3rd December 1894 at about 11.45 a.m. After
visiting the place of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that no breach of the Coal Mines act had been
made. The deceased was being employed by the contractor William Ballantyne to burn bricks at the kilns adjacent to
the colliery. He worked a small hauling engine placed on the brick screen which hauled bogies laden with bricks from
the kilns to the screen where they were loaded onto trucks and also sometimes did odd jobs about the sidings. On
the morning of the accident, the deceased and Mr. Ballantyne moved some wagons laden with bricks away from the
screen and brought down some empty wagons. While moving a wagon loaded with small coal towards the brick
screen, a pinch used to move the wagon forward stuck. While Mr. Ballantyne went to get a horse to move it, the
deceased continued to try and move it himself. After moving about 24 yards away, Ballantyne heard a crash and
turned to see the wagons near the brick screen move and the deceased fall backwards onto the rail in front of them.
As he turned over and tried to use his hand to move himself out of the way, the wagon moved backward and one of
the wheels rolled onto his stomach. Mr. Ballantyne quickly got him clear, but by then he was dead. The wagons had
been moved by shunting operations of which Mr. Ballantyne professed himself unaware by a locomotive engine
owned by the Caledonian Railway company. The guard of the train, Alexander Patterson, had been standing on a
loaded wagon on the siding giving directions to the engine driver when the accident happened and had reported
that he was not aware of any person working on the line of rails from the brick screen.

NEIMME-JBA-6-522
5th December/6th December 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-521.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strain Brothers,Glasgow,at Kippsbyre Colliery, dated 6th December, explaining
that he has no objection to Mr. Hugh Strain not being at the colliery every day as a certificated manager as long as
less than 30 people are working underground at any one time.

NEIMME-JBA-6-523
5th December/6th December 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Robert
Davidson (see NEIMME-JBA-6-521 above)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robertson Munro and Houston, Auchinheath, dated 6th December, confirming that
the company have started a mine from the surface at Auchinheath Farm and enclosing an unidentified letter/object.

NEIMME-JBA-6-524
6th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Rosewell Gas and Oil company,Kelty, on the subject of Lassodie Hill coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. B. Rowan of Beuhar colliery,Whiltburn, asking for details of the action taken by
a checkweigher against Mr. Rowan to recover wages heard by a court in Linlithgow. He asks when the court case
took place and if any local newspaper covered it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-525
6th December/7th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that he has received notice of the
accident to Alexander McDonald and asks that Mr. Brown the manager is informed of his forthcoming visit arriving at
Longriggend Station the next day to go down the pit to investigate further.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Nimmo, checkweigher,Lanark, dated 7th December, advising him to leave the
question of tareing the hutches to the miners to settle with the manager getting involved only when they have
reached mutual agreement. He adds that the manager should provide him with facilities to allow him to account for
the weight of the mineral taken from the ground but not necessarily a place to keep his book.

NEIMME-JBA-6-526
7th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, on the subject of Blackston and Redford coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-527
8th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to David B. Tait, district clerk, Kelso, giving him various information regarding the updated
Quarries act. He tells him that the new act comes into force on the 1st January 1895 but can have no legal force until
their formal proposal by the Secretary of State or the owner under the procedure described by Sections 24 to 27 of
the Metalliferous Mines act. The proposed new Special Rules, he adds, were prepared by the Home Office Quarry
committee, but can still be amended or altered before their formal proposal, although the hope is that one rule can
apply to all Quarries if possible. On specific details, Mr. Atkinson adds his opinion that a magazine for storing

explosives is not necessary at every quarry, especially where the amount of explosive used is small, despite Rule 9 of
the Explosives act referring to its necessity for storing, that Rule 14 is not strictly necessary when shots are rarely
fired, that cleaning boilers as outlined in Rule 22 should prove no hardship and that a contractor is not expressly
prohibited from carrying out the duties described in Rule 29 despite preference being given to an uninterested party
carrying them out. He concludes that the Home Secretary will probably formally propose the new Special Rules, and
until then Mr. Tait should think of any necessary modifications there are to be made to them.

NEIMME-JBA-6-528
8th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Melville of Brora colliery confirming that he now leases the colliery and has
appointed William Brydon as its manager.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, granite merchant,Aberdeen, confessing himself more than willing to
meet with some of the principal quarry mine owners concerning the proposed Quarry Special Rules at some point
early in the new year as he proposed at Kenmay Quarry given a few days notice. He also encloses his report on the
mines from the previous year.

NEIMME-JBA-6-529
8th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Manuelrigg Coal company,Polmont,on the subject of Manuelrigg coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-530
8th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to F.H. Wardell admonishing him for informing other members of staff that he was the
only one who had not replied to suggestions regarding Sir Geoffrey Lushington's testimonial. Mr. Atkinson adds that
he only heard of the matter when a Mr. Gerrard gave him a paper giving amounts of subscription and asking for said
suggestions that very day.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, confirming that he checks all applications from exemption from a
second shaft to find whether they are proper and that no source of unusual danger exists and that the application in
question is not necessary since only 2 acres of coal are left to work and the one shaft is safe.

NEIMME-JBA-6-531
8th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren enclosing a list of new mines opened in 1894 and their owners, 2 returns of
quantities and all he has received on the matter and a report on mineral statistics by the Committee whose
recommendations should be carried out as far as possible according to the Home Secretary and according to a table

on page 25 of the report. He asks Mr. McLaren to take a note of this and return the report. The new mines list
consists of- The Rawyards Brickwork colliery, owned by A. Frew and company of Airdrie; The Glentore colliery,
owned by the Strone colliery company of Glasgow; The Ashes colliery, owned by Alexander Charles of Dunfermline;
The South Boswellshields colliery of Easterhouse taken over by J. Watchman of Airdrie; The Auldton colliery owned
by W.R. Waddell of Lesmahagow; The Sheriffyards colliery owned by the Alloa Coal company of Alloa; The Hiltsland
colliery owned by John Watson Ltd; Wemyss collieries taken over by Wemyss collieries; Stoneburn Colliery owned by
Avondale Coal company of Airdrie; Burdiehouse colliery owned by Burdiehouse Lime Works of Loanhead; Westallan
colliery owned by Grant Brothers and company of Fauldhouse; Polbeth colliery owned by Young's Mineral Oil and
Gas company; Ketterston Limestone mine owned by Howie and Train of Larkhall; Wattstown colliery owned by Little
Drumgray Coal company of Airdrie; Greenfield colliery owned by the Caledonian Mineral Oil company of Tarbrax;
The Rynde (?) colliery taken over by the Coltness Iron company; The Coatdyke colliery owned by William Hyslop of
Airdrie; The Kippsbyre colliery owned by the Strain brothers of Glasgow; The Auchinheath colliery owned by
Robertson, Munro and Houston of Lesmahagow and the Brora colliery taken over by John Mellville.

NEIMME-JBA-6-532
8th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Dewar of Glenclelland Colliery,Wishaw, confirming that the Humph coal seam
has begun to be opened up in Knownoble colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-533
10th December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, informing him that he is planning to visit Stravenhouse colliery
the next Wednesday in connection with the problems with the newly elected checkweigher who is allegedly not
being allowed to carry out his duties.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.Milne, road surveyor,Aboyne, responding to Mr. Milne's query concerning the
meaning of the term ' twenty feet deep' in Section 1 of the new Quarries act. Mr. Atkinson advises that the question
can not be answered authoritatively until it is brought before a court of law, but that a common sense view would be
that any (coal) face or breast 20 feet high or over will come within the act.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to pin a prepared demand note onto an existing form as he
has no forms left and post it. He also encloses a list of quarries in Lanark and asks for a report on the new pit at
Newbattle as soon as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-534
11th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Forrester of East Roughrigg colliery,Avonbridge, on the subject of East
Roughrigg coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-535
11th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Skene, Edwards and Garron, Edinburgh, enclosing 3 copies of the new Quarry Special
Rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Campbell and company at Roughcastle Fireclay works,Falkirk, informing them that
he has not received the plan mentioned in their letter and cannot remember whether he saw it on his last visit to
their mine. He tells them he will send a form to be returned on the matter within the month.

NEIMME-JBA-6-536
12th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Yeats, Peeblesshire, on the subject of Macbiehill coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, on the subject of the best place to accurately weigh the mineral
raised up in an unspecified pit. Mr. Atkinson admits that he has refused to interfere on the subject before. He
believes that in this case the minerals could be weighed at the pit but the deductions only accurately calculated at
the place where the hutches are emptied and since these operations have been made compulsory under the Coal
Mines act he can no other place where they could be done. The loss of coal as the hutches are taken to the surface
are negligible, he believes, in comparison to the amount often lost on long roads underground. He adds that his
reading of the act in this case may not be entirely accurate, but does not think any difference worth arguing.

NEIMME-JBA-6-537
13th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Ferguson, Airdrie, confirming that Virtuewell coal has started to be worked on
the Raebog farm and that no certificated manager will be needed unless more than 30 employees are working
underground at any one time.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Murphy, Lanark, confirming receipt of his letter concerning his brother's
accident and that Mr. McLaren is writing a report on the matter but he has not received it yet. He adds that any
complaint he has against the drawing roads will be received by him but he cannot advise on any possible method of
compensation.

NEIMME-JBA-6-538
13th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Darngavil Coal company,Glasgow, confirming that the company have opened out
their Ladygrange seam in the no. 1 pit at Greyrigg.

NEIMME-JBA-6-539
14th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Armiston Coal company,Gorebridge, confirming that James Purves has been
appointed manager of the Gore pit at the Armiston colliery while Mr. R. Carmichael is unable to do so.

NEIMME-JBA-6-540
14th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Faulds and Gibson, writers,Glasgow, giving them his fee as a witness and expenses
in the Hailen vs. Pumpherston Oil company case.

NEIMME-JBA-6-541
15th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Caledonian Oil company,Cobbinshaw, on the subject of Tarbrax Oil Shale.

NEIMME-JBA-6-542
15th December/16th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company,Newbattle, containing an explanatory note and a copy of
the existing Special Rules in place of the three new established Rules at the Lady Victoria pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 16th December, asking him to take the necessary steps
to invest £700 of their mother's money in either City of Quebec bonds or the Melbourne Harbour Trust and adding
that you can't get more than 4 % (interest) without a good deal of risk.

NEIMME-JBA-6-543
15th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on the Proposed New Special Rules at the Lady Victoria pit,
adding details of the size and depth of the pit and how it is traversed. The new rules, Mr. Atkinson explains, will
allow 48 men in each of the two existing cages, or 96 men to be in the shaft at one time as opposed to the 4 per
hutch allowed previously. Mr. Atkinson argues that the cages are more than capable of holding such amounts safely,
with the ropes, general fittings and engine (containing an an automatic contrivance to prevent overwinding) all of
ample strength to do the job.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, granite merchant,Aberdeen, proposing to attend a meeting concerning
the new Quarry Special Rules on the 22nd January 1895 and asking Mr. Fyfe to arrange the hour and place.

NEIMME-JBA-6-544
15th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, divisional office of Maryhill Barracks,Glasgow, reporting on his
inspection of the coal workings under Hamilton barracks for the War Office. He reports that before the War Office
had granted the lease that year for working out of one third of coal in the Ell, Main and Splint coal seams, the Office
had driven two passages through each of the three aforementioned seams to reach coal lying beyond the barracks,
of which the roads through the Ell and Main coal seams are not now accessible and were therefore not examined by
him. The roads in the Splint Coal seam were, however, still in use and were found by Mr. Atkinson to be in good
condition. The workings began that year in the Ell and Splint coal seams were also examined by him and found to be
in accordance with the terms of the lease. He concludes by suggesting that he examines the workings twice a year in
November and May and provides reports for both occasions.

NEIMME-JBA-6-545
15th December 1894
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-544.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, informing him that a legally preferable method of agreement
as to the Scale of Deductions cannot be conclusively decided by him, since the Coal Mines act does not specify a
written agreement signed by the miners or that a scale of deductions printed on the pit head is necessarily legally
binding,although adding that if the miners then worked under the scale that might be constituted as an agreement
on their part.

NEIMME-JBA-6-546
17th December 1894
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-547, 2nd letter) on the death of Edward
Taylor. The 25 year old pit head runner was instantly killed when he fell along with a loaded coal hutch from the pit
head plates on to a travelling belt at the no.3 pit at Bent colliery on the 13th December 1894 at about 11 a.m. After
visiting the scene of the incident two days later Mr. Atkinson concluded that nobody could be blamed for the
accident that lead to Mr. Taylor's death. On the day before the accident, the hook with which one set of wheels
passed underneath the tippler which allowed a hutch to deposit its load onto a belt below was broken. Despite this,
the tippler continued to be used with no ill effect the rest of the previous day and on the morning prior to the
accident. Mr. Atkinson concluded that such a practice would have remained safe if the deceased had not tried to
deposit coal onto the belt before the door at its back could be opened by his fellow pit head runner, Alexander Muir.
The weight of the coal as it rested on the back door of the hutch caused it to detach from the tippler and he and the
hutch fell. The new hook fashioned by the colliery blacksmith was attached shortly after the accident.

NEIMME-JBA-6-547
17th December 1894

Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-546.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Edward
Taylor (see NEIMME-JBA-6-546 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-548
17th December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Russell Lindsay of Aberfoyle State collieries confirming receipt of a letter containing
their reservations as to whether certain of the proposed new Special Rules should apply to them and promising to
bear these in mind.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, asking to meet with two of the miners and the manager at
Dalquhandy colliery on Friday the 21st December in connection with the weighing dispute at the colliery.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Waddell and Son at Dalquhandy colliery,Lesmahagow, informing him that he has
received notice that the weighing clauses outlined in the Coal Mines act were not being observed at their colliery
and he proposes a visit to the colliery on Friday the 21st December to discuss the matter (see letter above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-549
18th December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and
enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of George Hamilton.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Morison and Smith,Lanark, informing them they are most likely to be responsible
for the exact terms on which quarries are let to contractors under the new Quarries act of 1894 but he cannot be
sure.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Trail, Wilsontown, promising to look further into the questions raised by Mr.
Trail concerning the no.4 pit at Haywood.

NEIMME-JBA-6-550
18th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, acknowledging his appointment as an Inspector of Factories and Workshops under the Factory and
Workshop act of 1878 in order to bring all works for preparing and manufacturing minerals for sale situated within
one mile of the quarry or metalliferous mine involved under one inspection.

NEIMME-JBA-6-551
19th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Grant Brothers and company at Westallan colliery,Fauldhouse, acknowledging receipt
of one copy of the proposed new Special Rules but asking for another as required by the Coal mines act. He promises
to return one of these as soon as possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Grant Brothers and company at Westallan colliery,Fauldhouse, confirming the
appointment of David Marlin as the certificated manager of the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-552
19th December/20th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie questioning whether the checkweigher in the Balquhandy weighing dispute
is really representing the view of the majority of men involved, pointing out that the checkweigher is not legally
recognised as an arranger of the scale of deductions, only to take an accurate account of the weight and amount of
those deductions. He promises to visit the colliery the following Tuesday to see if he can arrange a solution. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-548, 2nd and 3rd letters)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.W. Lewin, Glasgow, dated 20th December, confirming receipt of the abandoned
plan of North Greengairs colliery sent by Mr. Lewin on behalf of Samuel Ritchie and company and returning it
advising him to send it directly to the Secretary of State.

NEIMME-JBA-6-553
21st December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.Gilmour, Hamilton, acknowledging receipt of a letter from Mr. Gilmour concerning
the death of Edward Taylor (see NEIMME-JBA-6-546) on behalf of the Miners Association. He adds that there will not
be any criminal proceedings brought against anybody connected to it on his behalf.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Pearson and company,Carluke, confirming the beginning of sinking of a
pit to the main coal at the end of Waterloo Road near Overtown and enclosing something unspecified.

NEIMME-JBA-6-554
21st December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster, Llandudno, informing him that he has had no objection to the
proposed new boiler examination rules outlined in the new Quarry Rules and professing his belief that the Rule is a

good one and should have no trouble in being carried out, despite reporting that Mr. Fyfe of Aberdeen thougt it was
rather strict.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone Colliery company,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of James Seggie
as the manager of Glentore colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-555
21st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to S. Ritchie and company at North Greengairs colliery,Airdrie, confirming the company has
abandoned the mine to the Virtuewell coal and have instructed their engineer to forward him a plan of the mine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-556
21st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell of Glenclelland collieries,Wishaw, on the subject of Knownoble coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-557
21st December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone colliery company,Glasgow, on the subject of Glentore coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-558
22nd December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, forwarding a report by Assistant Inspector Mr. Johnstone on the accident to the brusher Peter
Williamson at the no.24 pit at Beuhar, caused by the explosion of a shot charged with gelatine dynamite which took
place on the 13th December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-559
22nd December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Grant Brothers and company,Fauldhouse, on the subject of Westallan coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Crawford, miners agent,Airdrie, confirming receipt of a letter concerning a
weighing dispute at Woodhall colliery but apologising since the colliery is not in his district and therefore he cannot
do anything about it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-560
22nd December/24th December 1894
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Jon Hyslop of Airdrie Home Brick Works, remarking that his letter of the 28th
November had been mislaid and that he now encloses an abstract of the Coal Mines act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Bain of Motherwell collieries, dated 24th December, promising to visit the
collieries the next day in connection with the explosion there on the 22nd December. He adds that he believes the
explosion was probably caused by the atmospheric depression which he also believes to be the cause of several
explosions over the previous few days.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 24th December, enclosing a report by
Mr. Johnstone on the death of Hutchison Burt.

NEIMME-JBA-6-561
25th December/26th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Pryde and company at Cassindonald colliery,St. Andrews, confirming that the
company has begun working the coal on the Cassindonald estate and enclosing something unspecified.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Prentice, dated 26th December, enclosing two specimens of
Upper Measures limestone from Fife, instructing him that he can keep one but that the light coloured other should
be sent back to a Mr. Kirkly. He adds that he will call for that specimen in a few days and asks directions to be kept
for him as well as the letter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-562
25th December 1894
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Bain advising him on ventilation at his dook splint in the no.4 pit (at Motherwell
collieries? see NEIMME-JBA-6-560, 2nd letter). He suggests that the air is split in the splint which would then mean
only one crossing would be needed to carry all the air past or near the place where the old Ell coal is giving off gas.
He provides a sketch as a guide.

NEIMME-JBA-6-563
27th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to C.A. Shute, Darlington, promising to help him in his attempts to secure managership
with the Calderbank Steel and Coal Company but adding that he believes only a local manager is required which
probably would not suit him.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of John
Shaw as the undermanager at Fermigair colliery but adding he has had no notice from Mr. Hastie as to a change in
the manager himself at the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-564
27th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander
McNeil by Mr. McLaren and adding that he agrees with Mr. McLaren that the fireman Charles George should be
proceeded against in this case for breaching Special Rule 38 of the Coal Mines act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Haywood Gas Coal company,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of
Alexander Robertson as the (manager?) of Haywood collieries from the 1st (January 1895?)

NEIMME-JBA-6-565
29th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a list of quarries in his area for printing.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train at Machan colliery,Larkhall, advising them to send him notice of
the opening of the Gas Coal pit at Auchenheath colliery. He adds that the contractor J.Watson has sent notice, but
that the owner, agent or manager needs to do so as required by Section 36 (i) of the Coal Mines act. He also
mentions that they are working with only one shaft or outlet at the pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-566
29th December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on an unspecified case where he believes that changing
the place where hutches are examined to the pit head would cause a loss of time, money and breakage to the coal
out of all proportion to the object that the receiver wishes to gain from the change.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Ltd., Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Robert Wilson as the
manager of their Batterville collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-567
29th December/31st December 1894
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie at Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of Walter
Gibb as the manager of Fermegair colliery and that Mr. Hastie will act as manager until Mr. Gibb can take up office.
(see NEIMME-JBA-6-563, 2nd letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark,Glasgow, dated 31st December, apologising for missing the letters
concerning the fatal accident at Haywood colliery as if he had received them then he would have visited the colliery
that day. He proposes that Mr. McLaren will visit there the next Thursday to enquire into it instead.

NEIMME-JBA-6-568
29th December/31st December 1894
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing three plates to accompany his annual report of 1894 and asking for proofs of these
drawings to be sent to him.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline,dated 31st December, enclosing
a report on the death of Mary Murray by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-569
1st January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, asking him to provide a list of
prosecutions that have been instituted under the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 during the year of 1894 on the
enclosed form.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, granite merchant,Aberdeen, asking him to change the proposed date for
his visit to Aberdeen from the 22nd January, to either the 24th, 25th or 26th.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Haywood Gas Coal company,Glasgow, advising them to make a formal application to
the Secretary of State regarding their attempted exemption from 2 shafts or outlets at some of their workings at the
no.4 pit at Haywood and including which subsection of Section 18 the claim is based upon. He adds that he does not
believe they will be allowed to have more than 20 people underground at any one time.

NEIMME-JBA-6-570
1st January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons, Coalmasters,Airdrie, confirming that they have begun working
the Slaty band Ironstone at Stanerigg.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Mineral Statistics Branch, Home Office, enclosing a list of mines for his
district which, although prepared before printed forms were received should easily allow printing as the headings
are identical. He asks for three proofs of the list.

NEIMME-JBA-6-571
1st January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons, Coalmasters,Airdrie, confirming they have discontinued working
at Meadowfield colliery for the time being.

NEIMME-JBA-6-572
December 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-573
December 1894
Plan concerning East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-574
December 1894
Plans of the Auchinleath pit at Lesmahagow, the Knownoble pit at Alloa, the Raebog and Greyrigg pits at Airdrie, the
Waterloo pit at Overtown, the Cassindonald pit at St. Andrews and the Staurigg pit at Airdrie abandoned for coal,
humph coal, Virtuewell coal, Ladygrange coal, Main coal, Coal and Slaty band Ironstone respectively signed by J.B.
Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-575
December 1894
Plans of the North Greengairs pit and Meadowfield pits at Airdrie, abandoned for Virtuewell and Drumgray coal
respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-576
3rd January/4th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Newly, West Hunwick colliery,County Durham, apologising for not being able to
help him regarding a vacancy at Calderbank as he does not know any of the owners.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Addie and sons collieries at Rosehall colliery,Coalteridge, dated 4th January
1895, confirming the appointment of Alexander Williamson as the certificated manager of Beuhar colliery in the
room of Alexander Robertson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-577
3rd January/4th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone enclosing a Home Farm report and copies of papers received by a Mr.
H.D. concerning factory inspection. He also informs him that the ground at Gailes was covered with frozen sleet
when he visited and that if the frost continues he will postpone his Saturday visit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, dated 4th January, enclosing as requested one of the sets of forms relating to fatal accidents for
1894 with figures for his own area.

NEIMME-JBA-6-578
4th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of James
Campbell by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour of the Peultand Mine Works,Loanhead, confirming the appointment
of William Mackenzie as manager of the mines in the room of Mr. Lynn.

NEIMME-JBA-6-579
5th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Cook from Lassodie colliery asking him for the particulars of the rope that broke and
caused the death of Peter Forbes, in particular the diameter or circumference of the rope, the weight per fathom,
the makers name and address, the date it was supplied and how the rope was used and stored.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons,Edinburgh, confirming that the company has begun sinking
two new pits on the Braehead fields to the Shotts furnace and the Shotts Low coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-580
5th January 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the editor of the West Lothian Courier,Bathgate, asking for a copy of the newspaper of
either the 11th or 18th August 1894 containing a report on the decision in the Linlithgow Sheriff's court regarding a
checkweigher's claim for wages against the manager of Beuhar colliery, remitting stamps for the postage.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Trail, miners agent,Wilsontown, confirming receipt of a postcard denying
writing a letter to Mr. Atkinson concerning the no.4 pit at Haywood on the 21st December 1894. Since Mr. Atkinson
confirms that he had received a letter of complaint signed by Mr. Trail about the pit on the 18th and treats every
letter of complaint as confidential he tells the miner's agent he can't hand over the earlier letter unless he wants to
pursue the matter further and obtains the Secretary of State's consent so to do.

NEIMME-JBA-6-581
5th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, regarding the new Quarries act. He
confesses he does not know the answer to his question regarding the posting of notices regarding holidays but will
make enquiries about it. Regarding the 3rd section of the Quarries act, Mr Atkinson believes there have been only
minor modifications to the application of the Factory and Workshop acts of 1878 and 1890, specifically invoving
Section 58 of the former act concerning the prevention of 3 shifts for young persons. In response to his final query
concerning the sand quarry at Carstairs, he believes that the new act will be applicable if the quarry is more than 20
ft. deep. He adds that since sand is now regarded as a mineral, and the act applies to any place in which slate,stone,
coprolites or any other minerals are got, a sand pit would seem to be included.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting that he agrees with Mr. Johnstone's proposed revision
to the wording of Special Rule 95 regarding conduct following missed shots, suggesting that the rule that no person
should enter a place where a shot has been lighted and has not exploded for at least 30 minutes should also apply to
shots that persons have attempted to light but that he does not see any urgency in changing the rule, suggesting
that it can be dealt with the next time the Special Rules are revised.

NEIMME-JBA-6-582
7th January/8th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to L.Beeker of the Observatory in Glasgow asking him to fill in the weight of the
barometer and whether it was rising or falling on the dates and at the hour of the explosions described in an
enclosed table, as he has done for the previous two years.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, asking him to inspect
an enclosed (letter?) for use in his annual report and to provide corrections, specifically asking whether the date of
the exams mentioned is correct.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 8th January, confirming receipt of a
letter but adding that the enclosed list he received was for Mr. Ronaldson's district and suggesting that Mr.
Ronaldson may have received the list intended for him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-583
9th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Auchinstilloch Gas Coal Company,Lanark,concerning Auchinstilloch coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-584
9th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Mannelrigg Coal company, Polmont station, concerning Mannelrigg coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-585
9th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Cowan, Crown agent, Edinburgh, asking whether the appeal case of Hastie vs.
Atkinson has been reported yet and to whom he should apply for a copy of the judgement.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Howie and Train at Machan colliery,Larkhall, confirming that they have opened two
small pits at Auchenheath to work Cannel coal and advising them to apply directly to the Secretary of State regarding
exemption from 2 shafts or outlets.

NEIMME-JBA-6-586
9th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Denork Coal company,St. Andrews,confirming that the company is opening up the
Denork coal field, asking them to fill in an enclosed form of return for the past year, and enclosing something
unspecified.

NEIMME-JBA-6-587
11th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, divisional officer, Maryhill barracks,Glasgow, confirming the
receipt of a letter in which Major Martin informed him his proposal for inspecting the workings of the coal under
Hamilton barracks has been approved. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-544). He adds that he proposes charging £20 a year for
the inspections to Wilson's and Clyde Coal company and has already sent them an account for £10 covering the past
half year. He concludes that he has filled in and forwarded the two forms Major Martin sent with his letter in case
the account he sent to the company was not correct procedure.

NEIMME-JBA-6-588
11th January 1895

Two lettersThe first an account signed by J.B. Atkinson asking for £10 for inspecting the coal workings under Hamilton barracks
(from the Wilsons and Clyde Coal company- see NEIMME-JBA-6-587 above)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm, Edinburgh, remarking that he does not know much about a John M.
Thomson but what he does know is favourable as he has experience in deep workings, heavy hauling and pumping
arrangements.

NEIMME-JBA-6-589
11th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him that a vacancy has occurred in the Board for appointing examiners for granting
certificates of competency to managers of mines in his district following the death in October 1894 of John Austine,
a Coal Owners representative.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Mineral Statistics branch of the Home Office, returning a list of mines
with classes of coal indicated upon it and asking for 3 proofs of same.

NEIMME-JBA-6-590
13th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, referring to the accident to Alexander
Hay at the no.11 pit at Longriggend and the reported breach of Special Rule 52 which contributed significantly
towards it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-591
12th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State,
Whitehall, asking for confirmation that a sand pit over 20 feet deep is regarded as a quarry under the new Quarries
act of 1894. The question is raised because an agent of a sand pit in the district does not think it applies to his pit,
regarding the wording of Section 1 regarding its referring to all places that are not mines in which persons work in
getting, slate, stones, coprolites or other minerals. The other minerals, he believes, refer only to minerals like the
preceding, and not sand. Mr. Atkinson disagrees, referring to the similar wording in the fourth schedule of the
Factory and Workshop act 1878 section 25 Part Two. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-581, 1st letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-592
12th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, replying to a previous letter (see NEIMMEJBA-6-581, 1st letter) concerning the new Quarries act. The notice of holidays at Camps and Torphin quarries, he

advises, should still be sent to him. He adds that he would be the only Inspector Mr. Russell would have to deal with
since Quarries over 20 feet deep are referenced under both the Quarries act and the Factory and Workshop act and
all Inspectors of Mines were now appointed under the Factory and Workshop act (see NEIMME-JBA-6-550). He adds
that his query over whether the sand pit was regarded as a quarry under the Quarries act, he tells him he has written
to the Secretary of State for confirmation (see NEIMME-JBA-6-591 above) In a post script, Mr. Atkinson asks that Mr.
Russell resend him notices of abandonment of pits, if there are any, since he has mislaid a previous letter while
confirming he has received his annual returns.

NEIMME-JBA-6-593
12th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour, Peutland Oil Works,Loanhead, confirming receipt of Annual Returns and
promising to mention that the number of explosions at the mines have decreased in the past year but adding that he
does not go along with Mr. Armour's theory that the explosion that occurred on the 1st January was entirely caused
by a miner's carelessness as he finds the use of a boy operating a hand fan to ventilate a place containing fire-damp
an unnecessary danger and practically impossible to do.

NEIMME-JBA-6-594
12th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher,Falkirk, agreeing that if a manager prevents a checkweigher
from doing his duty he can be prosecuted under criminal law but also suggesting that by posting a notice at the mine
advertising a meeting of the miners Mr. Hall himself was breaching Section 13(4) of the Coal Mines act by interfering,
interrupting or impeding work in the mine and could be fired for it. Mr. Atkinson reminds Mr. Hall that the act
requires a checkweigher to confine himself to measuring the weight of the mineral taken and the amount of
deductions needed and should act in no other manner on behalf of the miners.

NEIMME-JBA-6-595
12th January/17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.M. Mowat reminding him to send word very soon as to whether it would be possible
to arrange that the coal at Dunsyston colliery be sent to the new pit on the morning following its extraction to be
weighed as the Home Secretary has written to him personally to try to arrange it, despite his previous reluctance to
interfere. He adds that he has talked to the undermanager there on the subject.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 17th January, remarking that after visiting the mine
involved (at Dunsyston colliery?) he was satisfied that the miners lost no weight through coal falling off the hutches
and that the manager had agreed to send the weights to the pit daily (see NEIMME-JBA-6-594 above) so that all
weights could be taken there rather than to the screens at the end of the haulage road. He believes that this action
will satisfy the miners.

NEIMME-JBA-6-596

17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour suggesting that the method of employing a sufficiently rigorous air
current induced by a fan or furnace and carrying this current to the face by means of wood or canvass brattice or
sheet pipes of large diameter should be applicable to his mine, especially as it is a technique used even where the
stoops are as large as Mr. Armour mentions. He can foresee no major engineering difficulties or problems apart
from the possible damaging of brattice by heavy shots, but this could equally happen at present with the hand fan
(seeNEIMME-JBA-6-593)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an extension of the exemption from 2 shafts in the six
foot seam of the no.3 pit at Bellfield colliery to the 31st March 1895 due to unexpected difficulties, with all previous
conditions still in place.

NEIMME-JBA-6-597
17th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Reid, solicitor,Dunfermline, informing him that the death of William Houston
is not being enquired into by himself but his department.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Cadzow Coal company, Hamilton, on the subject of (the death of- see
NEIMME-JBA-6-609) Daniel Irons.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Dixon, Glasgow, asking him if he wants his name put forward for the vacancy of
coal miners representative in the board for appointing examiners for managing of Mines certificates in his district
after the death of John Austine (see NEIMME-JBA-6-589, 1st letter). He assures him that the position usually requires
only one meeting per year by the board in Edinburgh.

NEIMME-JBA-6-598
17th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Horace(?) Rosewell Gas Coal company,Fife, on the subject of Lassodie Hill coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-599
17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Strain Brothers, Glasgow, asking them to send another copy of their proposed
Special Rules at Kippsbyre Colliery and promising to return one signed copy in due course. He adds that the company
should consult the Coal Mines act to check thatthey have carried out all that is required in the starting of the colliery.
The second frojm J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of David
Smith as undermanager of Fairhill colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-600
17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Jonathan Hyslop and the Strain brothers,Airdrie, on the subject of Mosside and
Hippsbyre coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Jonathan Hyslop, Airdrie, confirming receipt of a copy of the Special Rules at
Mosside mine but adding that another is required. A signed copy will be returned in due course, according to Mr.
Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-601
17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.Robertson, Motherwell, telling him to ask for shelter and other conveniences as a
checkweigher, but adding that a manager is not legally obligated to give a checkweigher a desk to work upon- only to
provide weighing facilities. He promises to look into the matter further when he has time- he mentions he is very
busy at the moment. He adds that the colliery in question is in his district.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming the abandonment of the No.1
Stonecraigs pit, Fosbryke's pit and the no.4 pit at Garrongill and the forwarding of sections and plans relating to
them to the Home Office.

NEIMME-JBA-6-602
17th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company, Dalkeith, on the subject of the Lady Victoria pit and
Newbattle coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-603
17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a letter and police
information and enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the explosion in Dalmerry Shale pit. Mr. Atkinson adds that he
believes Samuel (?) Miller, the undermanager and oversman should be prosecuted for not fencing off the area of the
incident as required by Section 49 of the Coal Mines act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming that their Balquhatstone no.1
pitat Drumclair colliery was abandoned on the 31st December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-604
17th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, reporting for Her Majesty's Inspector for Explosives on the injury to 19 year old Hugh Harrison, a pit
bottomer at Shawfield colliery, owned by Wilsons and Clyde Coal company who exploded a detonating cap after
sticking it with an iron bar on an iron plate, and could lose the sight of one eye. The injured party reported finding
the cap in a roadsman's box underground but how it got there Mr. Atkinson was unable to find out.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of John
Smith by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-605
18th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Youngs, trustees,Glasgow, informing him that he is disenclined to accept their
annual returns as the numbers have been entered, unlike any other returns, as round numbers and could hardly, in
Mr. Atkinson's opinion, be seen as accurate within the scope of the act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Faulds and Gibson, writers,Glasgow, sending back a cheque paying him for his
services for the case of Nailen vs. Pumpherston Colliery for deducting a day for attending the court when he did not
want to attend in any case, believing he should be paid for the day according to his standing. He asks how this could
be represented to the auditor in Edinburgh and asks to be further informed on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-606
18th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming receiving the manager's report
confirming his comments on the accident to Alexander Hay that it had been caused by a breach of Special Rule 82
whereby a brusher is forbidden to hand over his duties to a miner without leaving the place safe. (see NEIMME-JBA6-593)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie of Greenfield colliery,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of Walter
Gibb as the manager of Fermigair colliery in the room of Mr. Hastie.

NEIMME-JBA-6-607
18th January 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, putting forward the name of James Dixon of Bent colliery for the
vacancy in the coal owners representatives on the board for appointing examiners for Manager's certificates having
ascertained that Mr. Dixon would take the position if appointed (see NEIMME-JBA-6-597, 2nd letter)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Woodside Coal company,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of John
Wardrop as the manager of Woodside collieries in the room of Mr. W.S. Russell.

NEIMME-JBA-6-608
19th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Under Secretary of State returning the summaries relating to fatal
accidents in mines in 1894 and confirming the figures for the East of Scotland are correct.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James McIntosh, Auditor, Court of Session, Royal Exchange, Edinburgh, asking him
to reconsider the fee he was offered by W.B. Faulds and Gibson for the Nailen vs. Pumpherstone Oil company case,
objecting to having his charge reduced from £3, 18 shillings and 6 pence to £1, 8 shillings and 6 pence. He argues
that the fee he was offered was not of the amount expected by Mining Engineers and would, if accepted, encourage
far too many lawyers to bring such engineers to testify to the detriment of their proper work. He adds that he
himself does not profit from the fee but that he merely deducts them from the expenses he charges to the
government. He concludes by asking for the original amount as his fee. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-605, 2nd letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-609
19th January 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-610, 2nd letter) on the death of Daniel
Irons. The 24 year old collier was injured by a fall of roof coal while working in a stooping place in the Ell coal seam of
the no.3 pit at Cadzow colliery on the 9th January 1895 at some time between 7.30 and 9a.m., dying from his injuries
three days later. After visiting the place of the incident a day after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that nobody
could be blamed for it, although did suggest that the fireman Thomas McGraw, who examined the place at 5.30a.m.
that morning, might have been expected to notice that the exposed lipe he saw at that time ran diagonally across
the place and relieved the coal that fell and could have placed straps across the place to avoid such an accident,
although it could have been mistaken for a waste break running parallel to the side of the stoop. He had noticed no
other problem while he inspected the area and reported telling the deceased about the lipe before he began his
shift. At about 7.15 a.m. the drawer took away a full hutch from the deceased, and the next person to visit the area
was the oversman James Cowan at about 9a.m. who found Mr. Irons under the head coal. Mr. Cowan extricated him
and he was sent to the infirmary. A large supply of timber was available for shoring, and Mr. Atkinson noted that the
deceased was an experienced worker having been down the mine since boyhood.

NEIMME-JBA-6- unnumbered following 609
19th January/21st January 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-609.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 21st January, enclosing a report on the
death of Daniel Irons (see NEIMME-JBA-6-609 above)

NEIMME-JBA-6-610
19th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking to be given papers relating to the prosecution of James Malcolm, the manager of Haywood
colliery for a breach of Section 13(2) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 1887.

NEIMME-JBA-6-611
21st January/22nd January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of
Robert Harrison by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Shield, Harbour of Refuge Works,Peterhead, dated 22nd January, telling
him that since the Quarries act was not in force the year previously, no returns are necessary for that time.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Crombie and Fletcher, Cousland Lime Works,Dalkeith, dated 22nd January, informing
the company that there are no specific rules dealing with trespassers in the Coal Mines act, so he has enclosed a
notice from Lanark County Council that had been posted at one of their collieries to prevent trespassing.

NEIMME-JBA-6-612
22nd January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W and R. Waddell, Lesmahagow, on the subject of Alton coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W and R. Waddell of Auchren Lime Works,Lesmahagow, asking them to send
another copy of their proposed Special Rules to go along with the one copy and the return for their Alton coal pit
that has already been sent. He also asks for the returns at their Limestone mines at Auchren and Auldton.

NEIMME-JBA-6-613
23rd January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.L. Urquhart enclosing two blue books for a Mr. Gourlay and a paper for Mr.
Urquhart containing a part of the Mining Institute Transactions with a paper on the mining fields of Scotland. He
adds that he had an enjoyable night last night and hopes that (Mr. Urquhart's?) children will soon be better.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Grayrigg Coal company,Falkirk, confirming that the company have stopped
working their no.1 pit at Blackbraes.

NEIMME-JBA-6-614
23rd January/24th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Patrick Walsh, checkweigher,Loanhead, asking him not to concern himself with the
system or scale of deductions used but merely to ascertain the amount of deductions after an agreement has been
made between the management and the men. He adds that he should not concern himself with the time of the
notice needed for the taking of the tare also, focusing only on being given facilities for checking the tareing of the
tubs. On his final question concerning whether the hutches should be cleaned before tareing he confesses that he
thinks that might give the men an advantage and that it should probably be tared in its ordinary state.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John McMahon, miner,Stirlingshire, dated 24th January 1895, promising to look
further into the employment of a boy to wind men at Dougall's Fireclay pit and not to mention his name in
connection with the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-615
23rd January/24th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Barr and Higgins, Spindleside colliery,Cleland, confirming the opening of two new pits
at Brownhill farm in Shotts Parish.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, dated 24th January, promising to enquire further
into the matter of Tareing hutches at Brimehill.

NEIMME-JBA-6-616
24th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Yeats of Macbiehill Lime Works,Peeblesshire, on the subject of Macbiehill coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-617
24th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Barns and son at Christopher Works,London, confirming receiving a letter
concerning their new lamp and promising to accept drawings of it or a sample lamp. He cannot, however, promise
that the lamp will be approved for use, even he himself gives a favourable report on it.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell of Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, enclosing a reply from the Home
Secretary to his query as to whether sand pits are covered under the new Quarries act as he had requested. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-592 etc.)
The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to the Denork Coal company at Denork colliery,St. Andrews,
undated, warning the company that if their annual return is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken
against them.

NEIMME-JBA-6-618
Undated
Four lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to A. Pearson and company at Waterloo colliery,Wishaw, warning the
company that if their annual return is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken against them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to (Mr?) Dalyell at Garrelwood colliery,Kirkmuirhill, warning that if
the annual return from the colliery is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken against them.
The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Pryde and company at Cassindonald colliery, St. Andrews, warning
the company that if their annual return is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken against them.
The fourth from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Birkenshaw Coal company,Glasgow, warning the company that if
their annual return is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken against them.

NEIMME-JBA-6-619
25th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to (Mr?) Bowman at Kinninmont colliery,Fife, undated, warning that if
their annual return is not forwarded immediately proceedings will be taken against them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Burt of Penicuik colliery, telling him that he has applied to the liquidators for the
annual return for Gilmerton colliery but asking him to supply details on the quantity of coal raised, persons
employed underground and on the surface and days worked in case they are unable to supply him with the
information. In a postscript Mr. Atkinson adds that he considers Mr. Burt and the owners of the colliery responsible
for that information.

NEIMME-JBA-6-620
26th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to the Denend Coal company at Cardendale, undated, warning them
that if they do not send their annual returns immediately proceedings will be taken against them.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark of Ormiston Station colliery informing him that he cannot supply any
further copies of the New Special Rules beyond the signed copy he has already received but that any colliery
stationer will be willing to supply extra copies.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to George Burnside concerning a proposed patent for a Safety Boring Apparatus and the
circulars he has supplied for same promising to call attention to it where useful but adds that a Mr. George Hunter of
Alloa colliery has devised and used a similar machine, providing a reference to it in the Transactions of the Mining
Institute of Scotland, Vol 13, p. 81.

NEIMME-JBA-6-621
26th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Hardy, British Columbia, informing him that unless he returns from British
Columbia and applies for a post he cannot see how he will be able to help him in the way he wishes. He adds that
managerships in Scotland are generally poorly paid and therefore usually taken up by Scotsmen, and in his opinion,
managership in England is far preferable. A partnership in a small concern, he adds, might be a better idea if he still
wishes to work in Scotland. He concludes that despite these caveats if he returns he should be able to find some
berth.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter concerning
the death of H.Bart and enclosing a letter from Mr. Johnstone containing answers to the Crown Counsel's queries on
the matter. He asks that this letter be returned.

NEIMME-JBA-6-622
26th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Philbin, Loanhead, promising that Mr. McLaren will visit Straiton colliery early the
next week to investigate the presence of gas at his workplace and the conduct of officials.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Russell at Blairhall colliery,Dunfermline, arranging a visit to Blairhall on the 29th
January concerning the accident to Mr. C. Harrower. He requests that Mr. Harrower should attend if possible.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. A. (Ash) Atkinson promising to give a Mr. Wormald introductions to managers to
let them down their pits and asks whether he would prefer those from Edinburgh or Glasgow enclosing a copy of the
relevant Special Rules. He adds that a Mr. Malcolm was given the position at Armiston that he applied for and that
the only reaction to his application came from the secretary Mr. Chisholm which he encloses. (see NEIMME-JBA-6455, 1st letter)

NEIMME-JBA-6-623
26th January 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McIntosh, Auditors Chambers,Edinburgh, arguing that the expenses he has
been allowed for being a witness in the case of Nailen vs. Pumpherstone Oil company is still not satisfactory (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-608, 2nd letter etc.) and he does not agree with Mr. McIntosh that, since the two agents of the
opposing parties were present when the account was taxed, the amount was therefore agreed upon. He argues that
neither agent represented his own interest since he only attended the trial under duress and was not there on either
parties' behalf. He asks Mr. McIntosh if there is any way to appeal against the decision, saying that he wishes to be
given a fee commensurate with that given to mining engineers along with the amount for train fare and personal
expenses as he is allowed for any normal day he works from his home.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.S. Cunningham, Dunfermline, apologising that he will not be able to attend the
annual meeting of the Fife Mining School on the 30th January 1895 due to work commitments but wishing the
venture success.

NEIMME-JBA-6-624
26th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Mitchell and sons, Edinburgh, advising them to withdraw the Special Rules they
propose to adopt at their Orwellmains and Esperton quarries as there have been calls for modifications of these
rules by other quarry owners and these modified rules will be proposed shortly.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Dick, builder,Dunfermline, asking why the accident to John Walker was not
reported to him within 24 hours as required by the Quarries act of 1894. He also advises that fencing be placed along
the top of the quarry to avoid similar accidents in the future.

NEIMME-JBA-6-625
28th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Under Secretary of State returning the proof of the list of Certificates of
Service granted during 1894 confirming that there is no need for corrections or additions to it as far as his district is
concerned.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Patrick
Kyle by Mr. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-625A
28th January 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Francis (?)
Ward by Mr. McLaren.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Baxter, quarrymaster,Brechin, telling him that the Special Rules mentioned
in the two copies he has sent to him have not yet got legal force but will shortly be formally proposed and
established.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. Crawford, Miners' Agent,Airdrie, promising to look further into the alleged
problem of miners entering the mine at Barblues at improper times.

NEIMME-JBA-6-626
28th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, Barnsley, promising to send unspecified rules and asking for
further details to determine which checkweigher case he referred to previously. He adds that he can see no
justification for a checkweigher to post a notice calling a meeting and has probably said so before.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Miners' Agent,Larkhall, confirming receipt of a telegram concerning
Dalquhandy colliery and the miners' agreement or lack of it to a standard weight of 10 cwt. He adds that if they have
agreed he is unsure what action can be taken citing the Fairhill case.

NEIMME-JBA-6-627
30th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, asking to receive the information he requested
on the Prosecutions Under Mines' Acts on the 1st January as soon as possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Allardice, Manager of Dalquhandy colliery,Coalburn, asking him to explain his
enforcing a standard weight of 10 cwt when the miners haven't agreed to it and asking him to enforce the true
weighing of the amount contained in the hutch by the checkweigher as he promised in Mr. Atkinson's last visit on
the 21st January. He adds that he has been informed that he has altered the tare of the hutches to a figure not
admitted as correct by the checkweigher. He asks for an explanation for all of the above.

NEIMME-JBA-6-628
30th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie telling him that he will question the manager of Dalquhandy colliery
regarding standard weight, the altering of the tare and the right of the checkweigher to ascertain the true weight of
minerals taken up in the hutches (see NEIMME-JBA-6-627 above) He advises that if the miners agree to a standard
weight, which they at present refuse to, a conviction is unlikely as the High Court did not convict in the Fairhill case
when the true weight was not taken, leaving the case unsettled. He adds that he does not think that the manager is
bound by law to allow the checkweigher to check when the tare is adjusted as long as he has taken a proper tare of
which notice has been given. He adds that he does not agree with Mr. Smillie that the Inspectors of Mines are

encouraging the managers to treat weighing clauses with contempt, saying that he himself has taken a lot of trouble
to try and enforce them despite the Sheriffs and Judges disinclination to pursue such cases.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Dick, Dunfermline, accepting the managers' explanation for not reporting an
accident in time (NEIMME-JBA-6-624, 2nd letter) despite the fact that every man is supposed to know the law
regarding it. He adds that fencing the area above the quarry, as he recommended, would not slow down work
particularly and that children should not be allowed to climb on any such fence, so he should probably go ahead with
some form of fencing to protect his workforce.

NEIMME-JBA-6-629
30th January 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Carron Iron company,Falkirk, informing them that the Secretary of State believes
their system of deductions for dirt is illegal and should be discontinued at once. He asks for their opinion on the
matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Thornton of the Crophead and Fallahill collieries at Faultbridge confirming
the appointment of Joseph Dodds as the manager and Thomas Brown as the undermanager of Fallahill colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-630
30th January 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, giving his opinion that Colin
Harrower's accident on the 25th January breached the first of the new Special Rules brought into affect in 1894
whereby no smoking or wearing a naked light/ lamp on his cap is allowed when charging shotholes or handling any
explosive not contained in a securely enclosed case or canister (see NEIMME-JBA-6-622, 2nd letter). Through
evidence given by the manager and Mr Harrower's partner Lockhart Blelloch Mr. Atkinson ascertained that Mr.
Harrower was wearing a naked light on his cap while putting a cartridge in a hole with his hand. The manager
contended that his light set fire to gas at the mouth of the hole, which then set fire to the powder burning the
victims' hands and causing the cartridge to fall on the pavement. Mr. Blelloch confessed he did not see where his
lamp was at the time of the explosion but after noticed that his lamp was on his bonnet on his head. Mr. Atkinson
adds that he could find no evidence of gas in the area, but that even if he had, the breach was still obvious. Despite
this, he suggests that the matter should be behandled under the first offenders act due to the newness of the rule
and the respectable reputation of the victim as a family man.

NEIMME-JBA-6-631
30th January/31st January 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-630.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to P. Kilroy,Bonnybridge, dated 31st January, confessing that he does not know of any
position that might suit Mr. Kilroy at this time but that he does not think he will have much difficulty finding a place

and that he will inform him of any opportunities he hears of if he tells him where he can write to him after the next
Monday.

NEIMME-JBA-6-632
1st February/2nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander
Livingston by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 2nd February, in which he recommends using the
following papers from volumes 6 and 7 of the Federal Institute Transactions- a Mr. Murgne on air currents in mines,
W. B. Dawkins on coal in South England, a Mr. Forgse (?) on (an?) electric power plant and a Mr. Charleton on
processes of the treatment, all of which can be found in volume 7 except for the first and part of the final papers. He
also advises against postponing a proposed meeting about the Quarry Special Rules and proposed modifications to
them, mentioning a meeting he had with a (Mr.) Digby about it. He concludes by suggesting that a fatal accident at a
brick work is probably outside his jurisdiction despite receiving notice from the Factory Inspectors about it. After
meeting with the Factory Inspector involved, he found that he believed that the transferral of responsibility to
mining inspectors included blast furnaces and oil works among others. Mr. Atkinson adds his belief that only
accidents connected to quarries and metalliferous mines and within 1 mile are within his remit. (see NEIMME-JBA-6592 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-633
January 1895
Plan concerning Mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-634
January 1895
Plan concerning mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-635
January 1895
Plans of Braehead mine in Shotts, Auchinheath in Lesmahagow, Denork in St. Andrews and Brownhill in Shotts
abandoned for coal except for Auchinheath which abandoned its Lesmahagow Gas coal signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-636
January 1895

Plans of the no.1 pit at Stonecraigs and the Foulsykes pit at Newmains, the no.4 pit at Garriongill, the no.1 pit at
Balquhatstone and the no.1 pit at Blacklesses abandoned for coal signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-637
2nd February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Grant Brothers at Westallan colliery and company,Fauldhouse, on the subject of
Westallan coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-638
2nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Mackintosh, Auditors Chambers,Edinburgh, expressing his view that the fee he has
been awarded for his appearance in the case of Neilan vs. Pumpherston Oil company is still not satisfactory (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-623, 1st letter etc.) reiterating his objections that neither of the two agents who awarded the money
represented him personally and that the fee awarded was not commensurate with his position. He adds that he will
not take any more action on this occasion, but that he has returned the cheque of £1, 8 shillings and 6 pence to the
agents Fauld and Gibson to show his dissatisfaction with the outcome.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Faulds and Gibson,Glasgow, enclosing his cheque for expenses (see letter
above), reiterating its inadequacy and asking the agents not to trouble him with it again.

NEIMME-JBA-6-639
2nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.D. Patrick, clerk to Cupar District committee,Fife, replying to questions he raises
about the new Quarries act. He notes that the act only applies to Quarries 20 feet deep or over; that a return for the
past year is unnecessary as the act only came into being during that year; that the return for this year must be
returned before the 1st February 1896; that Mr. Patrick's reference to the penultimate paragraph in Section 94 of
the Factory and Workshops act of 1878 does not seem relevant, that Special Rules can be proposed by quarry
owners or the Secretary of State as also stated in the Metalliferous Mines act, that the new Special Rules proposed
by the Secretary are not yet law but will probably be proposed as such soon and he should not have to act before
then and that he would be glad to hear from him if he or his committee propose any improvements or have any
objections to the proposed rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to call (at his office?) on the next Monday night and also to
draft a letter regarding the Bonnyside case making reference to irregularities concerning the winding engine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-640
2nd February 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Allardice, manager of Dalquhandy Colliery,Lesmahagow, remarking that since
his suggestion that the standard weight for his colliery should be 10 cwt was turned down by a deputation (of
miners?) he is legally obliged to ascertain the true weight of the hutch and pay for the full contents. He adds that the
tare for the hutches should probably be changed from 4cwt 35 pounds to 4 cwts 27 pounds, concluding that any
disagreement to the latter reading can be followed by tareing again but that the actual figures have to be taken
nevertheless.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Brodie and sons, Edinburgh, remarking that the system of deductions in force
at Shieldhill colliery is considered illegal by the Secretary of State as it does not tally with the interpretation given of
Section 12(1) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887 in the cases of Kearney vs. the Whitehaven Colliery company
in the English courts and Ronaldson vs. Mowat in the Scottish courts.

NEIMME-JBA-6-641
2nd February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of a letter
concerning Colin Harrower (See NEIMME-JBA-6-630) and clarifying the position regarding the implementing of the
five new Special Rules, remarking that they are additional to the old and do not supersede them and were
established in June of 1894 in the manner mentioned in the Mines act. He adds that Mr. Russell, the manager at
Blairhall, told him that the new rules were published in the normal way, being posted on the pit premises and being
pointed out to the men. He suggests that Mr. MacFarlane apply to Mr. Russell for a copy of the Special Rules which
he can then forward to Mr. Atkinson for certification and then to be certified as legal in all Fife collieries as well as
allowing the constable to see the mode in which they are published.

NEIMME-JBA-6-642
2nd February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to draw up a table arranged by date of trial using the enclosed
lists of prosecutions. He adds that Mr. McLaren should probably return the cheque he received for the
Pumpherstone case as he has done (see NEIMME-JBA-6-638 etc.) as he has received no satisfactory reply from the
auditors. He also remarks that his proposed charge of £5 and 5 shillings was too high and over what he had himself
asked for as the main inspector and would therefore seem a strange discrepancy.

NEIMME-JBA-6-643
5th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Armiston Coal company,Gorebridge, confirming the appointment of James Malcolm
as the agent of Armiston colliery and J.M. Thompson as the manager of the Emily pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-644
5th February 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to F.B. (Fred) Atkinson confirming that he can come to stay at any time although as the
paperers are in he would prefer him to wait at least a fortnight. He also expresses surprise that he has a new baby
and that he still owes (Mr. Atkinson?) £3.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming that their Arnloss no.1 pit at
Drumclair Colliery has been abandoned and enclosing an annual return for the company to fill in and send back to
him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-645
5th February/7th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that he has taken no steps to inform the owners of
transferred works that he has become their factory inspector since he believes that this has been pointed out by
other Factory Inspectors notices. He also remarks that he will probably miss the Federal Institute meeting, that
information regarding injuries, specifically broken arms are not needed until next year although he could probably
have noted them if needed since he he has a column remarking on types of injury and it would not be desirable to
have working plans sent in but that workings could be noted on ordnance maps kept at the Home Office. He also
asks 'Bill' if he has finished his report.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 7th February, telling him that he has informed Mr.
Ronaldson of the necessity (of him attending?) the Annual meeting and remarking on this to the Secretary of State.

NEIMME-JBA-6-646
5th February/ 6th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the no.3
pit at Blackston colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are allowed
to work underground at any one time in areas connected by the single shaft, no fires to be used for ventilation or
any other purpose underground, that the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and that the exemption
concludes on the 31st July 1895.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 6th February, confirming
receipt of a copy of Special Rules for Blairhall colliery and also that he has certified the Rules for the whole of Fife as
they are identical to those in use in the rest of the area(see NEIMME-JBA-6-647 below). He remarks that his
certifications are on page 24 and the back of the document explaining the new Special Rules, adding that the new
Rules came into effect in July and not June as he had previously said in reference to the complaint regarding Colin
Harrower at the colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-641).

NEIMME-JBA-6-647
6th February 1895

Letter from J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-646, 2nd letter above)
certifying that the copy of Special Rules he has received are satisfactory and certifying that they are applicable to all
the collieries in Fife since July 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-648
7th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J.M. Ronaldson, Inspector of Mines,Glasgow, asking him to reconsider his
decision to postpone the Annual Meeting citing the exhaustive report cited by inspectors at their October meeting.
Mr. Atkinson argues that the meeting is needed to deal with all matters relating to the administration of the Mines
acts and the enforcing of uniformity of action in the different districts, rather than the special subject discussed in
October. He adds that the numerous new duties imposed on the mining inspectors and the new regulations from the
Home Office make it more important than ever to have a meeting to discuss the issues that arise otherwise
considerable confusion might result. He asks Mr. Ronaldson to make this argument to the Home Secretary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-649
7th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, providing Mr. Atkinson's opinion that he agrees with a report by Mr.
McLaren regarding a checkweigher at Hareshaw colliery. The report mentions that the checkweigher has had his
desk removed, and Mr. Atkinson suggests that he has always urged coalmasters to provide shelter and a desk for
checkweighers so they can carry out their work, adding that at a meeting in October it was suggested that these two
facilities should be added to Section 13(2) of the Coal Mines act to be added to the necessity that the checkweigher
be provided with room to carry out his work. On the other hand, Mr. Atkinson notes that he does not think the
Courts would support such a view and as the manager has provided a reason for the removal of the desk in this case
he sees no reason to write to him for further details.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at
Morsheath colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed
underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire to be used for ventilation or any other
reason underground, the second shaft to be completed as quickly as possible and that the exemption expires on the
31st January 1896.

NEIMME-JBA-6-650
7th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, Aberdeen, arranging a suitable date to meet the quarrymasters at Aberdeen
to discuss the Quarry Special Rules. He suggests Wednesday the 13th February, proposing to arrive a day early so the
meeting can take place as early as is convenient on the Wednesday.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Buchan, town clerk, Peebles, on the subject of Venlaw Quarry. He sets out
the rules whereby Special Rules can be proposed either by quarry owners or the Secretary of State and that both can
object to the proposals and go to arbitration if necessary. Once these are agreed, however, Mr. Atkinson adds, it is
the duty of the leasee or occupier of the Quarry to carry out the provisions. He continues by quoting from the

metalliferous mines act, pointing out that only owners who are the immediate proprietors, or leasees, can propose
said rules and not, for example, those who only own the land or are subject to someone else who owns the lease.

NEIMME-JBA-6-651
7th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to D. Thomson at Bowhill Coal company, Fife, confirming that the company have begun
sinking operations on Wellsgreen farm near Cardenden Station in Fife.

NEIMME-JBA-6-652
7th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.D. Patrick, District Clerk, Cupar, Fife, acknowledging receipt of a letter to the Under
Secretary of Scotland concerning the new Special Rules for Quarries and his committees' objection to the 13th rule
with their proposed amendment to it. He adds that the Quarries act is under the Home Secretary's purview rather
than that of the Secretary of Scotland.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wilson at Winthank Lime Works,St. Andrews, regarding his postcard
concerning the question of an annual return. He confirms that a form was sent to him at the end of the year and
adds that he did not need to send back the completed return until he was sent a second form and telegram. He also
remarks that he was surprised at the tone of his postcard confirming that an example will have to be made due to his
continuing difficulty in receiving returns.

NEIMME-JBA-6-653
8th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John C. Brodie and sons,Edinburgh, informing them that in the case involving the
Carron companies' Shieldhill colliery system penal deductions for dirt are not legal whereby a certain amount of dirt
found in a hutch automatically leads to a certain amount of coal being forfeited. He concedes that the actual weight
of dirt can be deducted and an average amount calculated from data using a special mode of testing.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, coalmasters,Larkhall, asking why the checkweigher John
Dykes elected by the workmen of the old pit at Bellfield colliery is not being allowed to fulfill his duties by the
manager R. Leggate.

NEIMME-JBA-6-654
8th February 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, miners'agent,Larkhall, promising to look further into problems concerning
the Bellfield checkweigher (see NEIMME-JBA-6-653, 2nd letter above).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson and company at Motherwell collieries confirming that the colliery
abandoned the splint coal in their No.2 pit on the 15th December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-655
1894
Plan concerning East Scotland mines in Clackmannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Haddington, Peebles & Sutherland, Lanark,
Eastern Portion, Linlithgow and Stirling, Eastern Portion with statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-656
1894
Plan concerning East Scotland mines with statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-657
1894
Plan concerning East Scotland mines in Clackmannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Haddington, Peebles & Sutherland, Lanark,
Eastern Portion, Linlithgow and Stirling, Eastern Portion with statistics including amounts of Shale (Blaes) and
Ganister signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-658
1894
Plan concerning East Scotland mines with statistics including those for Limestone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-659
9th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Herd inquiring about the whereabouts of a miner who called himself John Hill of
Kirkcaldy who approached Mr. Atkinson saying that he and his sons had arrived back from England where they had
been looking for work with no money and asked for a loan so he and the sons could get back to Kirkcaldy. Mr.
Atkinson obliged by giving him a pound but had not received repayment despite the man's promise to pay him back
immediately. He adds that the man had said he worked at Brainlever (?) colliery. He asks whether Mr. Herd knows
the man and whether he will be able to pay and also that he has heard the man has done this sort of thing before.
He suggests that if so he may be able to stop his wages as he does not want to be taken advantage of if he can help
it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-660
9th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, Aberdeen, asking if it is possible to rearrange a meeting from 12.30 pm to
10.30 a.m. on the next Wednesday. He adds that he will be staying at the Grand Hotel (Aberdeen) the night before.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Thomson of Bowhill Coal company,Cardenden, confirming that Mr. Thomson has
been appointed manager of the companies' pits. He adds that since the new pits were an extension of Denend
colliery, the already established Special Rules in effect there meant no new Special Rules were necessary. An official
abstract of the Mines act was enclosed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-661
7th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J. Dougall and sons at Bonnyside Ore Clay Works,Bonnybridge, confirming that
he has been informed that David Tough, the engineman of the Bonnyside pit, had habitually allowed his 12 year old
son John to interfere with and handle the winding engine, sometimes allowing himself to leave the engine with him
while persons were below ground in the mine. He adds that this contravenes General Rule 24 and Special Rules 20,
21 and 29 of the Mines act and that immediate action must be taken to avoid any reoccurrence of such
contraventions. In a postscript (?) he adds that if this continues the question of John Dearden having the control of a
certificated manager will be raised (?).

NEIMME-JBA-6-662
Undated
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to the Under Secretary of State,London, giving him the rate and
average rate per ton for getting coal for Scotland- from sixpence to three shillings, with an average of about one and
six.
The second from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to Mr. Johnstone, Glasgow, asking him to enquire into a fatal shaft
accident at Donibristie colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-663
11th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. (Bill) Atkinson on the question of black damp. He professes that in his opinion the
so-called black damp comes from the strata but adding that men all over the country are losing their lives in wells,
not all of which will be in Coal Measure strata. Oxidation of coal, in his opinion, would not seem likely to produce
much black damp as he guesses that if it did there would be a lot more men losing their lives in ships holds and coal
cellars from the gas. He adds that he believes that fire-damp may well oxidise to CO2 anyway and also mix with black
damp.

NEIMME-JBA-6-664/665
14th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, pointing out the difficulties in ascertaining the amount of anthracite coal raised in the district as he
was requested to do. Anthracite on its own was only raised in one or two collieries but a blind coal deprived of much
of its volatile constituents due to its proximity to Whinstone was raised in far more. This latter coal is rarely
accurately accounted for by mine owners, Mr. Atkinson argues, as blind coal and ordinary bituminous coal are
usually mined from the same seam. He adds that if necessary he could send a circular to the mines involved for data,
but suggests that the question is left until after the next Inspectors annual meeting when the problem can be
adequately considered. Mr. Atkinson adds a suggested letter of request that could be sent to the mines if absolutely
necessary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-666
14th February 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Sneddon, checkweigher,Coalburne, promising to look further into his enquiry
about Dalquhandy colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, miners agent,Larkhall, promising to enquire further about the
Dalquhandy colliery checkweigher.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company at Newbattle collieries,Dalkeith, confirming that the tenant
of Shaws quarry is a Mr. Stephen Hair, as they mention in their letter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-667
14th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing four forms with the figures for his district inserted to be added to the compilation of
summaries of Mining and Mineral Statistics.

NEIMME-JBA-6-668
15th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing his Annual Report of 1894 for the East Scotland district and asking for three proofs so that
he and his two Assistant Directors can aid in any necessary correction.

NEIMME-JBA-6-669

16th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McAllister and sons at Sheardale colliery, Dollar, asking why the death of Malcolm
Coudie was not reported to him as required by section 35(3) of the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Barr and Higgins,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Thomas Lithgow as the
manager of the pits opening on Brownhill farm owned by the company.

NEIMME-JBA-6-670
16th February 1895
Plan of the no.2 pit at Motherwell owned by John Watson Ltd, discontinued for splint coal due to the seam being
exhausted.

NEIMME-JBA-6-671
16th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a report by Mr. H. Johnstone on an explosion of gunpowder and blasting gelatine that
occurred at Bellfield colliery on the 28th February 1894 causing injury to two miners.

NEIMME-JBA-6-672
16th February/18th February 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Bain of Motherwell collieries confirming receipt of a letter containing the
amended plan of Motherwell's no.2 pit for Splint Coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, dated 18th February,
confirming the date of the meeting of the Examination board for Thursday, the 28th March 1895. He adds that a Mr.
J.S. Dixon has been appointed the successor of Mr. Austin but adds that he supposes he already knows that.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, provost, Aberdeen, dated 18th February, acknowledging and thanking him
for providing a copy of the proposed rules for Cornwall and the South of England. He adds that he will be pleased to
see him whenever he is in Glasgow.

NEIMME-JBA-6-673
19th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Walter Murton, solicitor, Board of Trade,London, remarking on the amount
and type of coal taken from the Quarter colliery and shipped on the Abydos. Of the 356 tons of coal on board, 176
tons came from the Pyotshaw seam, 116 from the Main Coal and 64 tons from the Splint seam. The methods of

working are longwall for the Pyotshaw seam and stoop and room for the Main and Splint coal, the seams lying
between 40 and 100 feet deep. Although most of the coal is worked with open lights, the presence of some firedamp
at the Splint coal seam necessitates the use of safety lamps. Gunpowder is also used frequently in the Main Coal and
Splint seam. He adds that the coal is sent to the surface in a fairly dry state, it is not liable to spontaneous
combustion as far as Mr. Atkinson knows and the sulphur content not being large. He concludes that the seams are
splinty and the coal is used for gas making and steam purposes.

NEIMME-JBA-6-674
18th February 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-675, 2nd letter) on the death of David
Wood. The 15 year old pony driver was killed when he fell in front of three hutches laden with coal which his pony
was taking into the lye in the Main Coal seam of the no.1 pit at Bag colliery owned by Hamilton, McCulloch and
company on the 16th February 1895 at about 9.30 a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that the exact cause of death was difficult to discern. The bogie man Matthew McMillan was on
his bogie pulling along an empty rake when he noticed the three hutches and going forward found the deceased. Mr.
Atkinson noted that trees were set up to support the roof and he could nothing particularly dangerous in the area.
The lyeman Robert Moore, who was called upon by Mr. McMillan after his discovery, could only hypothesise that the
deceased had been walking by the side of the rake at the time of the accident and had then slipped and fell.

NEIMME-JBA-6-675
18th February/ 19th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Malcolm of Armiston colliery, Gorebridge, confirming that R. Carmichael had
resumed his duties as the manager of the Gore pit at the colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of David
Wood (see NEIMME-JBA-6-674 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-676
18th February/19th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on an unspecified case that it is highly involved and
requires careful consideration from a legal point of view, and pointing out that he believes the manager in the case
had been legally advised by lawyers on the position he took up.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, dated 19th February, enclosing/ returning the draft of the circular letter designed to accompany the
Abstract of the Quarries Act 1894 having signed it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-677

20th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson continuing on the theme of blackdamp (see NEIMME-JBA-6-663). He
confirms reading his letter on the subject, adding his opinion that Carbon Dioxide could be found through the
oxidation of coal but it is not as important a source of study as the strata. He adds that a Mr. Meacham's
observations on the subject are unusual and differ from those published in the Report on Coal by the Royal Coal
Commission in 1871, in which the findings were that the coal's temperature is nearly every time higher than the
adjacent air. He adds that he will try to back Mr. Haldane's calculations despite their seeming contradiction of the
theory of how blackdamp is formed in collieries in the North of England, adding that, except in cases where
spontaneous combustion were possible, the air current was rarely higher than the temperature of the coal. He
returns a proof and letter and remarks that a T.S. Leonard has scarlet fever.

NEIMME-JBA-6-678
22nd February 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-679, 2nd letter) on the death of Robert
Paton. The 27 year old Miner's drawer was killed by a fall of side fireclay and ganister in the Drum mine at
Bonnybridge owned by the Bonnybridge Silica and Fireclay company. He died within 2 hours of the incident. The
injury occurred on the 19th February 1895 at approximately 10.30 a.m. After visiting the place two days later, Mr.
Atkinson concluded that no blame could be attached to anyone regarding the accident. A William Hoggan had
examined the place at 5.30 that morning and found nothing amiss. The deceased and his miner workmate Daniel
Buchannan came down the shaft at 6.00 and saw Mr. Hoggan. Mr. Buchannan testified that he saw nothing wrong
after checking the place before working. As they were working, Mr. Buchannan was on a higher level than Mr. Paton
filling hutches when at about 10.30, after he had sent away 5 hutches a portion of the side weighing about 15 cwt
fell away and crushed his workmate against a hutch. He was soon released by Mr. Buchannan and some other
workmates but, despite being still able to speak, he did not mention anything regarding the accident. Mr. Atkinson
also notes that Mr. Buchannan was rather hard-of-hearing and had only beern working with the deceased since
Monday, the day before the accident. The absence of shoring timber and the possibility of a lipe where the side fell
were also mentioned, but neither was thought to imply legal negligence.

NEIMME-JBA-6-679
22nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-679.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Robert Paton
(see NEIMME-JBA-6-679 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-680
22nd February 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of
James Bowman by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, advising him to apply directly to the Secretary of State at the
Home Office regarding the application for exemption from a 2nd outlet at the no.3 pit at Law colliery including the
length of time it was expected to take to complete the 2nd outlet.

NEIMME-JBA-6-681
22nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the Dalquhandy case,
whereby the scale of deductions used was illegal (see NEIMME-JBA-6-666, 2nd letter) which he sees as similar to the
Bellfield case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-654, 1st letter etc.) He adds that the manager, in his opinion, is not entirely to
blame if the law allows the coalmaster only to deduct the actual dirt in the coal and not the dirty coal itself. On the
question of him not allowing the checkweigher to carry out his duties since he was elected by a miner's agent not
employed in the colliery, he asks for further advice on his course of action.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Provost Griffiths,Bonnybridge, advising him that under the Coal mines act the only
person he is required to report accidents to is the Inspector of Mines, but under other acts he is unsure. He advises
him to consult the policeman involved under what act he complained.

NEIMME-JBA-6-682
22nd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to an explosion at an unspecified colliery where two boilers
of a range of six exploded killing a fireman and a tramp and injuring another fireman. He remarks that two board of
trade surveyors visited the colliery the day before to make an examination and that a public enquiry is probably
forthcoming, since the accident caused loss of life and a lot of damage to the property without the true cause of it
being known.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that in the case of Auchinheath and its application for
two of its pits to be exempt from two shafts the decision of the colliery to sink outlet shafts means the exemption is
no longer necessary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-683
23rd February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of John
Devine by Mr. Johnstone.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, informing him that, in the case of the
death of Malcolm Coudie following an injury at Sheardale colliery on the 19th September 1894 and the report by Mr.
Johnstone on the 27th September, he had only been informed on the 15th January on a return on non-fatal
accidents, thereby contravening Section 35 (3) of the Coal Mines act. He encloses the owners reply to his request for
an explanation. He continues that he wants to proceed against the owners but thinks that Section 62 (i) of the act
may prevent him from doing so unless he can prove that the complaint or information arose precisely on the date
the neglect was first pointed out, and asks for advice on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-684
23rd February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith,Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State,
Whitehall, asking to be supplied with a folding rule, a steel tape line, a wet and dry bull thermometer and a
geological hammer to use in his duties.

NEIMME-JBA-6-685
25th February 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, enclosing a cutting from The Scotsman giving the result of an
unspecified trial.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting on an unspecified incident where men working in a shaft
repairing slides were killed. The incident happened, according to Mr. Atkinson's calculation, while the position of the
rope-suspended scaffold the men were working on changed position. The pinion shaft was pushed too far causing
the drum on which the rope was wound to break free and the scaffold to fall to the bottom of the shaft. He blames
the accident on a defect of the crane involved allowing it to be detached from its handles. He adds that the problem
should be brought up at the next meeting.

NEIMME-JBA-6-686
28th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Jon Hyslop at Airdrie Home Brickworks on the subject of Mosside coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-687
28th February 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strain brothers, Glasgow, on the subject of Hippsbyre coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-688
28th February/ 2nd March 1895

Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James McVie, Cadzow colliery, confirming receipt of a letter concerning a fire at the
colliery and promising to visit the next morning.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken,Falkirk, confirming receipt of a telegram concerning the Cadzow fire and
promising to visit the next day (see letter above). He adds that he hopes Mr. Aitken will get well soon.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe,Aberdeen, dated 2nd March, promising to meet him the next Wednesday in
Glasgow at any time before 1 p.m. and after 4p.m. He apologises for the fact that they can't meet at his own home,
explaining that one of his children is ill with a fever.

NEIMME-JBA-6-689
2nd March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, miner's agent,Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of
weighing at Woodside colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.D. Pigott, Her Majesty's Stationery Office,London, confirming receipt of three
letter copying books, no.1 dated the 11th November 1889, No.6 dated the 30th April 1892 and no.8 dated the 11th
March 1893. He adds that these are inferior in quality compared to those manufactured by Waterlow and sons and
that he would prefer copies of the latter.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing in principle to the request from exemption from 2 shafts by
the virtuewell coal seam of the no.3 pit at Law colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no
more than 20 people are allowed to work underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire to
be used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the
exemption concludes on the 28th February 1896.

NEIMME-JBA-6-690
2nd March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
Coal Mines act and the facilities for a checkweigher. He encloses two reports on the subject as regards the facilities
given at Hareshaw colliery and adds that he knows of no other case in the district.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh at Alloa collieries confirming that a new pit has begun to be sunk at
Sheriffyards colliery to be called the no.2 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-691
2nd March 1895
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Sumpter, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and company confirming receipt of a postcard
asking for a copy of Ventilation in Mines and referring them to A. Reid and sons company at the Printing Court
building at Newcastle Upon Tyne.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Trail, Miner's Agent,Lanark, promising to look further into the question of
drawing on a dook at Wilsontown colliery and noting that Mr. Trail's future correspondence will come with the
Haywood District Union stamp.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, remarking that he does not consider
the prosecution of the manager for the fire at Holmes mine to be a necessity after looking at his letter and the police
information on the subject which he returns. He admits that he could be prosecuted for contravening Special Rule
101 which disallows all workers from displacing, injuring or damaging stoops, props, hutches, rails or any part of the
machinery, gearing or apparatus inside the mine but that his act in destroying the rats involved was only to protect
his food, and while careless, meant no harm. He adds that he expects the Ballcardie explosion to lead to a public
enquiry and that he wishes to hear the evidence brought forward before writing a report on the subject.

NEIMME-JBA-6-692
February 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-693
February 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics and referring to one case where a (defendant) pleaded
guilty and was dealt with under the first offence act signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-694
February 1895
Plans of Bowhill colliery at Cardenden and the no.2 pit at Sheriffyards colliery in Alloa discontinued for coal and at
Bowhill in the Lochgelly seams signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-695
February 1895
Plans of the no.1 pit at Arnloss in Drumclair colliery and the no.2 pit at Motherwell colliery discontinued for coal and
splint coal respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-696
4th March 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for a copy of the Bill providing the right for a public enquiry to be held into fatal accidents in
industrial occupations in Scotland.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Hall asking him to provide the names of the firms referred to by Mr. Urquhart in
his enclosed letter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-697
5th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing the returned copy of Mineral Statistics for 1893 with the quantities and values of minerals
wrought in his district in 1894 added.

NEIMME-JBA-6-698
4th March/5th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on an accident whereby Mr. Johnstone could not find
satisfactory evidence of the state of the gelatine involved and therefore adding his own belief that the manager
involved had not taken proper care in thawing the explosive and has been told of the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, dated 5th March, confirming that they have
reopened the splint coal in their no.20 pit at Redding colliery closed since 1885.

NEIMME-JBA-6-699
5th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairadam Coal company,Fife,confirming the appointment of Robert Robertson as
the manager of Blairadam colliery and adding he has no objections to George Ferris taking charge there until the
arrival of Mr. Robertson providing it takes no more than two weeks from the 2nd February until he takes his
position.

NEIMME-JBA-6-700
9th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, informing him and Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives of an explosion at Dalbeath colliery owned
by the Fife Coal company which injured the 25 year old miner Charles Harrower. He goes on to explain that the
injured party and his brother Andrew Harrower had been charging two holes with blasting gelatine on he 5th
February in the shallow pit that they were sinking. Charles Harrower returned to one of his shots believing it hadn't
kindled when it went off giving him injuries which would probably prove to be fatal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-701
9th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, providing further information on the equipment he asked for in a previous letter (see NEIMME-JBA6-684). He adds that the steel tape line he wants is a circular case about 1 and a half or 2 inches in diameter
enclosing a flexible steel tape about 12 feet long. He believes that the tape line would cost about 3 shillings while the
geological hammer should not cost more than 5 shillings.

NEIMME-JBA-6-702
8th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W and R. Waddell at Alton colliery, Lesmahagow, on the subject of Alton coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-703
9th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Stourmouth Darling, County Clerks Office,Roxburgh, informing him that many of the
quarries in Mr. Darling's county are listed in a list of quarries provided by the various Chief Constables and counties
as belonging to Roxburgh County Road Board per P. Stormouth Darling, County Clerk, Kelso. He adds that if any of
these quarries are wrongly attributed that he might send on the forthcoming printed list of quarries to their rightful
owners.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Taylor and King at Auchinlea Quarries,Cleland, informing them that they cannot
object to the regulations given in the copy of the Abstract of Quarries act which he had forwarded to them as they
are now law but that they may be able to object to the Special Rules as their right to do so is enshrined in the
Quarries act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-704
9th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to I. Russell Lindsay of the Aberfoyle State Quarry company telling him that the new
Special Rules are still under consideration and that he thinks, after meeting with some Aberdeen and some
Lanarkshire owners, that a code will be written up at the next Inspectors meeting in London in a month's time.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.G. Johnson-Ferguson, M.P. remarking that the size of his quarry is unusual and
that the powers that be would probably turn a blind eye if some of the new regulations intended for much bigger
quarries were not thoroughly observed, although he has no power to exempt them officially.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, promising to visit him in Hamilton on the next
Monday if he can get away from a Board of Trade meeting in Glasgow which starts at 10.30 a.m. in time. If not, he
promises to go the next day calling on him at about 11.30 a.m.

NEIMME-JBA-6-705
9th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.E. Sprague Oram, Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Factories at the Home Office,
asking him to provide the name of the certifying surgeon for the district of Peterhead and Aberdeenshire under the
Factories act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Speedie, Stirling, telling her that if her quarry at Craigowrie is not currently at
work then it need not post up the paper that has been sent to them.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Milne, Surveyor of Boards,Aboyne, providing his opinion that a quarry that is
more than 20 feet deep and a breast quarry that is over 20 foot high would probably be within the Quarries act but
he cannot give a definite answer.

NEIMME-JBA-6-706
9th March/10th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Bowman and company,Buckhaven, on the subject of (the deceased?) James
Hart.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Hamilton informing him that the abstract of the Quarries act should have been
sent to the County Council in the case involving the Quarry in the Pass of Leay.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to B.L. Urquhart, dated 10th March, expressing his hope that what he has
provided is of some use to him and that Leonard is recovering and there are no other cases (of his disease?) as yet.

NEIMME-JBA-6-707
Blank Page

NEIMME-JBA-6-708
9th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to G.A. Mitchell informing him that Robert Armstrong, the current manager of Carfin
colliery owned by the Loganlea Coal company, would be interested in replacing Mr. Dewar who he has heard is
leaving Glencleland collieries owned by Mr. Mitchell. He adds that he is unsatisfied with his present position and that

he has plenty of experience, having been manager of Newbattle collieries for many years and having a particular
facility for new machinery and appliances. He adds that Mr. Armstrong would prefer that his wish to leave his
present position was kept quiet for the time being.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong at Carfin colliery,Motherwell, confirming that he has written to G.A.
Mitchell on his behalf (see letter above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-709
9th March/11th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, acknowledging that Mr. Atkinson has received a letter from Sir
Robert Menzies about the Quarries act and that if the Jonflaubil (?) Quarry is in operation the Abstract of the 1894
act should be posted. If nothing is happening there, this does not need to be done.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.S. Wedderburn,Cupar, Fife, dated 11th March, remarking that the list of quarries
written up were collected by police officers on behalf of the Chief Constable and may well be inaccurate. He adds
that even if a particular quarry is only in use a week or so a year the abstract of the Quarries act should probably be
posted or at least be at hand in a place where it can be referenced to keep in check with the law.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 11th March, remarking that the only place he can think of
where the plans he is looking for might be is Sunderland, where he remembers seeing some in connection with
single shaft awards.

NEIMME-JBA-6-710
11th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a letter by J. Robertson and his reply
to said letter concerning the Hareshaw checkweigher, his desk, witnesses, and Mr. Atkinson's intention to send
papers to the Lord Advocate in a few days on the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Shield, Peterhead, proposing to arrange a meeting at the Langs(?) hotel at
Peterhead in two days time to discuss the Quarry's act. He proposes further to arrive the night before so he can
meet with Mr. Shield at 9 a.m. the next morning and then leave on the 9.35 train back South. He adds that if this is
satisfactory he should wire ahead to the Grand Hotel at Aberdeen to confirm this.

NEIMME-JBA-6-711
11th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone informing him that he is visiting Aberdeen and Peterhead for the next
few days and that Mabel will send him (letters on?) accidents while he's away. He encloses three envelopes to send
on to Mr. McLaren and asks him what he thinks of his (golf?) score at Gailes.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone enclosing 6 expense sheets, which he mentions he has bought from
his own pocket as the Home Office would not pay for the size he wanted. He adds that Mabel has sent notice of a
death at Dalbeath colliery,and that he is looking into it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-712
16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Littlejohn of Craigston Quarries,Banchory, enclosing 2 copies of the circular and 2
copies of the proposed Special Rules for the Quarries act.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacKay of Roughrigg collieries,Longriggend, confirming that the working of
the Ladygrange seam in the no.10 pit in the Roughrigg colliery was discontinued on the 21st February 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-713
16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown asking him if he knows anything about a Mr. G.D. Delprat, a member of the
Federal Institute and an adviser in mining for zinc and lead ore.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police reports and
enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the accident to James Bell, adding that a prosecution in this case would be
desirable if there is any prospect of success in doing so. He adds that his usual advice regarding certifying the Special
Rules is for the Constable to apply for a copy from the manager, which is then sent to Mr. atkinson, who compares it
with his copy and thewn return it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-714
16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.B. Tait, District Clerk, Kelso, remarking that if he represents the occupier of the
quarry involved he can fill in his name or the name of the District Board on the copy of the Quarries act, as well as
the name of the Quarry. He adds that he will find out the name of the qualifying surgeon and let him know, adding
the Special Rules are still under consideration.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Kimmeil Council and Coking company,Boness, confirming the appointment of
Robert Walker as the manager of Kimmeil collieries in the room of Thomas Nimmo.

NEIMME-JBA-6-715
16th March 1895

Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Shield, Harbour of Refuge Works,Peterhead, informing him that the qualifying
surgeon for Peterhead is a Dr. P. Jamieson (see NEIMME-JBA-6-710, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Hogg of the Hallyburton Estate Office,Coupar Angus, informing him that the
abstract of the Quarries act must be posted if their Tillybaccart Quarry is in use but not if it is currently not being
worked.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. R. Stewart, Carluke, confirming receipt of a letter and an account, the latter of
which he returns, as he says it should not have been sent to him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-716
16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Scott, Inverness, informing him that if an abstract of the Quarries act has already
been posted by Mackay and Mackay then another need not be and also promising to tell him who the certifying
surgeon is as soon as possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Donaldson, Road Surveyor,Duns, advising him that the owner of a quarry as
specified by the Metalliferous Mines act in connection with mines in general is any person or body corporate who is
the immediate proprietor or leasee or occupier of any mine/quarry but not those who only lease, receive a royalty
for or work a mine on behalf of others. If he owns the land but takes no interest in the minerals taken from the
mines he is not considered an owner either. He contends that , taken this into account, Mr. Donaldson should be
able to determine whether the district committee or the contractor is the owner of Borthwick colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-717
16th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to McGregor, Donald and company, Glasgow, acknowledging receipt of a letter
concerning a boiler explosion at Balbardie colliery and adding that he intends to attend the Board of Trade enquiry
into the affair on the 29th March 1895.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, apologising for not replying sooner to
a previous letter due to his visit to the Home Office but adding that he has nothing to bring before the Examinations
Board.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Prentice, Addiewell, informing him that Mr. McLaren had noted the use of
naked lights by miners working only a few feet from gas lying in the waste in the East Side stooping section of the
No.29 pit at Newliston. He points out that this is in his opinion a flagrant breach of General Rule 8(a) of the Coal
Mines act and that the use of safety lamps should be compulsory from then on.

NEIMME-JBA-6-718

16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Thomson, Checkweigher,Holytown, confirming receipt of a letter concerning
the tare of hutches at Blackridge. He adds that Mr. McLaren will be enquiring into the matter and would be glad to
hear from him on the matters of negligence he refers to.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Cooke-Taylor, Her Majesty's Superintending Inspector of Factories,Glasgow,
asking him if it is possible to be provided with a list of certifying surgeons in his district under the Quarries act of
1894 as he has been asked for the names frequently, most recently for the one operating in the Kelso district (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-714, 1st letter) and was referred to Mr. Cooke-Taylor by Mr. Sprague-Oram. He encloses a map
showing the district he works in including the areas of Lanark and Sterling that are relevant to him. He adds that a
printed list of Surgeons, if it exists, would be acceptable.

NEIMME-JBA-6-719
16th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan at the Home Office asking again for 20 copies of the list of Quarries in the
East Scotland district as he has not received them as yet. He adds that if this is not possible, a couple could be sent in
the meantime, or even a proof copy.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to the recommended refusal of an undermanagers
certificate for Thomas Robert(?).
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of James
Hart by Mr. Johnstone.

NEIMME-JBA-6-720
Page missing.

NEIMME-JBA-6-721
16th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Loganlea Coal company,West Calder,confirming the appointment of William
Johnston as the manager of the Loganlea and Foulshiels collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-722
16th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Mackay of Roughrigg Collieries,Longriggend, confirming the discontinuation of the
working of the Gas Coal seam in the no. 2 pit at East Roughrigg colliery since the 1st March.

NEIMME-JBA-6-723
16th March 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-724, 2nd letter below) on the
death of Charles Harrower (See also NEIMME-JBA-6-700). The 25 year old miner was injured by an explosion from a
shot of blasting gelatine in the Dalbeath pit owned by the Fife Coal company on the 5th March 1895 at
approximately 2.30 p.m, the wounds proving fatal three days later. After inspecting the site of the incident on the
day of Mr. Harrower's death, Mr. Atkinson concluded that noone could be prosecuted for the affair, although adding
that the practice of setting off two shots at the same time, as in this case, had led to a number of accidents and that
the forthcoming New Special Rules would include one to deal with this. The deceased and his older brother Andrew
were sinking a hole from the Lochgelly Splint seam to a stone mine a few feet below on the day of the accident. They
had bored two shot holes and warned John Frew, a miner working nearby, when they proceeded to set two shots to
further facilitate the sinking. Each shot was charged with 3 cartridges and primer of blasting gelatine. Mr. Frew
testified that one fuse was definitely lit, but wasn't sure of the other. The three men retired to a place of safety and
after waiting for one or one and a half minutes, the first shot went off. Unbeknownst to the deceased's brother and
Mr. Frew, Charles Harrower had returned to the site of the shots and was getting in the hole when the second shot
exploded severely injuring his head and right arm. He was quickly removed to the surface,but although able to
speak, the evidence proved contradictory- his brother, who Mr. Atkinson did not interview, remarked that the
deceased had said that both shots exploded simultaneously while the oversman Alexander Kelso testified that he
had said one of the fuses had not kindled. In either case, Mr. Atkinson remarks that it was foolish of the deceased to
return so soon to the place where shots had been set.

NEIMME-JBA-6-724
16th March 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-723.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of Charles Harrower (see NEIMME-JBA-6-723 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-725
18th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Dykes, Lesmahagow, remarking that he has received no word back about his case
regarding his position as checkweigher at Bellfield colliery despite forwarding Mr. Johnstone's report on the matter
to the Home Secretary exactly a month ago.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Greig of Rachsolloch colliery, remarking that his arranged visit to the colliery
that day where he expected to see Mr. Greig had resulted in him finding the colliery idle and with no sign of Mr.
Greig. He reiterates that he wished to discuss his workings in the Upper Drumgray seam which he believes could
prove to be dangerous as it approaches drowned waste in the Bellsdyke workings. He reminds Mr. Greig that
General Rule 13 of the Coal Mines act specifys that boring be used when approaching a dangerous accumulation of

waste and within 40 yards of the substance only narrow places of 8 foot wide or under could be driven. He advises
that unless he is absolutely certain of the Bellsdyke workings being accurately shewn he should leave a considerable
margin for error and adds that he hopes to hear his opinions on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-726
18th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Wyper of Clyde colliery,Hamilton, confirming receipt of the letter concerning a
fatal accident at Wellhall and that he will be at the (Clyde?) office to enquire about the matter the next day.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking that he won't send in his Annual Returns unless they
are asked for again; that he does not see any point in recording the date of the signature on the Special Rules as long
as he has a duplicate signed by the Inspector; that Mr. McLaren has such duplicates; that he has marked qualities of
coal on his list despite them having no practical application, writing down what he knew and Mr. McLaren and Mr.
Johnstone checking them; that he has visited a number of quarries to go over the proposed Special Rules with the
managers but that he hopes a general code will be agreed upon at a forthcoming meeting and that 2 fatal quarry
accidents have occurred.

NEIMME-JBA-6-727
19th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Leith, granite merchant,Aberdeen, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
accident to George Scott.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Culross Coal company, Dunfermline, confirming that a new shaft has been
opened at Middle Grange and that the pit at Ashes near Culross would be carried on by the company.

NEIMME-JBA-6-728
19th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Robert
McMillan by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairadam Coal company,Fife, confirming the appointment of James Gibb as the
manager of Blairadam colliery and that he had begun work the previous day.

NEIMME-JBA-6-729
20th March 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Morison Duncan at the Hotel De Londres, Rome, apologising for the confusion
regarding the quarries on his property and remarking on the fact that the names and details had been gathered by
police constables acting under orders and had a number of inaccuracies. He thanks him for his corrections and
advises him to send any papers he has received to his quarryman or alternatively give his name to him and he will
send the necessary details for him to do what's necessary.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Lawson and son, builders,Penicuik, informing them that their quarry would only
be subject to the quarries act if it was over 20 feet deep, although adding that the police report suggested it was
over that depth. In order for the quarry to follow the act, Mr. Atkinson adds that it need only post the abstract up
and observe its provisions as far as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-730
20th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Baird, Leven, acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning the death of Archibald
Simpson and arranging a visit to Leven the next Saturday to see the tank involved. He asks whether a trap might be
ordered to take him to the site.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell, Larkhall, confirming the appointment of George Harrison as the
manager of Garrelwood colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-731
20th March/21st March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A. and F. Dawks of Hill colliery,Netherburn, advising him to send the returned tracing
of the Ell Coal workings directly to the Secretary of State at the Home Office adding that it does not need to be
stamped.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 21st March, enclosing a report on the
death of Patrick Gannen (see NEIMME-JBA-6-732/733 below).
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts by Kippsbyre colliery
providing no more than 20 people are allowed to work underground at any one time in connection with the shaft, no
fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the
exemption expires on the 30th September 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-732/733
20th March 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-731, 2nd letter above) on the death of
Patrick Gannen. The 26 year old miner was killed instantly when he fell from a cage travelling from the Main coal to

the Splint coal in the Wellhall pit at Clyde colliery owned by Wilsons and Clyde Coal company on the 18th March
1895 at approximately 7 a.m. After visiting the pit the day after the incident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the
accident was exacerbated by the attempt of the oversman Henry McGee to get onto a hutch that was already full
with 4 persons at the Main coal stage. The mine had two cages for transport each carrying one hutch- the East cage
carried people from the surface to the Main coal only and the West between the surface and the Splint coal. The
latter could stop at the Main coal seam for men to get on, but there was no provision to transport coal from there by
the West cage. At the time of the accident the deceased, George Winning, John Neil and another miner had got on
the West cage to descend to the Splint coal. Each were standing upright and had a lighted safety lamp. Mr. McGee
then signalled the bottomer B.McGinty to signal for the cage to stop at the Main coal so he could get on and descend
to the Splint coal. As the cage stopped Mr. McGee testified that he shouted to the men to remain on the cage. Mr.
Winning rwemarked that he did not hear him while Mr. Neil said he did. In any case, before the cage had come to
rest, the deceased was seen to fall down the shaft. He had only been working in the shaft for two or three days.Mr.
Atkinson adds that the stopping of cages for transporting officials in this way was not unusual but was not desirable
when the cage involved already carried men.

NEIMME-JBA-6-734
21st March/22nd March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to L.Dustan, Huntly, informing him that if there is no place in his quarries to post an
abstract of the act he might place it in a prominent place in his office, and reminding him that if they are less than 20
feet deep or not being worked he need not bother with them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Springbank Colliery company,Airdrie, dated 22nd March, informing them that
the amount of gas they have found in the hill section of their Lower Drumgray seam renders it dangerous to use
open lights and therefore safety lamps should be used to comply with General Rule 8(a) of the coal mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-735
23rd March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Romanes and Rankin, solicitors,Lander,enclosing an abstract of the Quarries Act of
1894 as requested.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Baird, Leven,marked private, asking for his opinion on which would be the better
course for his 16 year old son Bertram to take concerning mining- Mr. Atkinson admits he would like his son to
continue his education until the end of the School year or a half year at least, but then he is not sure whether he
should become an apprentice and work at a pit like the one owned by Mr. Baird or go for a few years into a mining
engineers office in Glasgow, adding that he leans toward the former. He concludes by asking for the date of death of
a Mr.Simpson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-736
23rd March 1895

Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Miner's Agent,Hamilton, informing him that he does not intend to
prosecute anyone for the death of Patrick Gannen (see NEIMME-JBA-6-732/733).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone saying he has no objection to his proposed leave of absence which he
has forwarded to the Home Office and that their period of quarantine should expire in about a week.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Urquhart, Glasgow, returning papers referring to Lathallan and adding that
despite the undetailed nature of the report by Dr. Landale, he does not5 think the worth of the minerals has been
overestimated.

NEIMME-JBA-6-737
23rd March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, forwarding Mr. Johnstone's request for an absence from official duties for 30 days at some time
between April 8th and October 31st 1895. Mr. Atkinson adds that he and his other assistant, R. McLaren, will be able
to attend to the work required during his absence should this be allowed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-738
23rd March 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-739 below) on the death of Archibald
Simpson. The 55 year old labourer fell into a tank at the surface of Leven colliery which contained a heated solution
of common salt and water on the 4th February 1895 at about 10 a.m. Scalded, he died from the effects around the
middle of March. Mr. Atkinson adds that he does not believe anyone is to blame for the accident. At the time of the
incident the deceased and a David Scott were taking wood out of the tank, which was used to impregnate pit timber
with salt to preserve it from decay. The deceased was using a pick to haul the wood out of the water, which was only
a few degrees below boiling point, when he slipped and fell into the tank. Mr. Scott did not see him fall, but heard
him cry and tried to haul him out immediately severely scalding himself when he removed the boot and stocking
from his left leg.

NEIMME-JBA-6-739
23rd March/25th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of
Archibald Simpson (see NEIMME-JBA-6-738 above).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.F. Bell, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines,Newcastle upon Tyne,dated 25th March,
enclosing a postal order for 3 shillings and 6 pence to go towards a present for Mr. C.G. White on behalf of the
Explosives Committee.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 25th March, enclosing a report on the
death of James Kennedy by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-740
25th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Captain H. Kindersley, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, thanking him for a list of
certifying surgeons (for quarries) in his district.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, confirming that two pits have begun to be sunk at Greverang
near Lochgelly to the Lochgelly Sprint coal and that George McLellan has been appointed their manager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-741
25th March/26th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Urquhart reporting that after Mr. McLaren's examination of the dook section of
the Main Coal in the Furnaceyard pit at Kinneil colliery, he cannotb agree to the use of naked lights in it.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Duncan Grant at Greengairs colliery,Airdrie, dated 26th March, confirming that a
pit wrought by Samuel Ritchie and company at Greengairs is now being worked.

NEIMME-JBA-6-742
28th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall,informing him that he agrees in principle to a proposed agreement written out by I.C. Brodie and
sons on behalf of the Casson company, owners of Shieldhill colliery, in response to their being informed that their
method of deductions whereby coal was forfeited depending on the amount of dirt found in a hutch was illegal. Mr.
Atkinson adds that he has always agreed to the principle that owners were intitled to deduct money for excess dirt
and if this proposal satisfies the requirements of Section 12(i) of the Coal Mines act, he can see no objections to it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-743
28th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Negretti and Zambra, London, thanking them for the instruments they have sent- the
rule, the portable (?) and the dry bulb thermometer- and professing himself satisfied with them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.S. Anderson, Road Surveyors Office, Peebles, finding no way for the government
to be able to take responsibility for the frightening of horses by the Abstract of the Quarries act being posted and
adding that he believes they will find a way around their difficulty.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John C. Brodie and sons, Edinburgh, confirming that their proposed agreement with
the miners regarding Shieldhill deductions has been forwarded to the Home Secretary for his opinion and he will
write again when he learns more.

NEIMME-JBA-6-744
28th March/30th March/31st March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Martin, Great North of Scotland Granite company,Peterhead, informing him that
he believes that a Dr. P. Jamieson of Peterhead is the Certifying Surgeon for his quarries.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie,Larkhall, dated 30th March, promising to look further into the tare of
hutches at Fermigain colliery.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 31st March, enclosing particulars required for the Labour
Gazette of that month since the usual forms have not arrived and Mr. Atkinson plans to leave home the next day for
a few days, meaning he will not be able to complete the forms if and when they arrive (see next unnumbered page
and NEIMME-JBA-6-745)

NEIMME-JBA-6- Unnumbered
31st March 1895
Two forms signed by J.B. Atkinson with information for the Labour Gazette (see NEIMME-JBA-6-744, 3rd letter
above).
The first contains a return on accidents reported from mines in the East Scotland district for March 1895, reporting
31 accidents causing 5 deaths and 26 injuries, divided as follows- 1 injury caused by an explosion of fire-damp, 9
injuries through ground falls, a miscellaneous shaft injury causing 1 death and various other underground problems
resulting in 2 deaths and 10 injuries. On the surface, there were 2 deaths and 6 injuries.
The second contains a return on the results of prosecutions under the Mines' acts in the East Scotland district during
March 1895- 2 ten shilling or 7day fines for the improper use of safety lamps, a 40 shilling or 30 day fine for smoking
in the mine and an admonishment for a fireman for failing to inspect a mine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-745
31st March 1895
Two forms signed by J.B. Atkinson with information for the Labour Gazette (see NEIMME-JBA-6-744, 3rd letter and a
continuation of unnumbered letter above).
The first contains a return on reported new mines in the East Scotland district during March 1895- the no.20 pit at
Redding colliery, reopening the Splint coal seam; The Middle Grange colliery at Culross, opening coal seams; the
Glencraig colliery at Lochgelly, opening the Lochgelly Splint coal and the Greengairs colliery at Airdrie opening coal
seams.

The second contains a list of mines reported abandoned in March 1895 in the East Scotland district, including the
no.10 pit at Roughrigg colliery in which the Lady Grange seam was discontinued and the no.2 pit at East Roughrigg
colliery where the gas coal seam was discontinued.

NEIMME-JBA-6-746
30th March 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State,Whitehall, asking him
to send on his enclosed proof copies of two circular letters he was himself sent by Mr. Asquith, with some slight
alterations added by Mr. Atkinson, to the owners of Quarries and Metalliferous mines in his district from the Home
Office.

NEIMME-JBA-6-747
30th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D.W. Tait, District Clerk, Kelso, confirming receipt of a letter and enclosing an abstract
of the Quarries act for Softlaw Quarry.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Philp, District Clerk,Aberdeen, on the subject of the Quarries act of 1894 and
confirming that the Bolshall, Kinnoul and Carcary quarries are on his list but not the Marywell reformatory or the
Rossiemuir ,asking Mr Philp if the two latter were over 20 foot deep as required to fall under the act. He adds that
the abstract of the act should be posted at all Quarries over 20 foot deep and encloses three such abstracts.

NEIMME-JBA-6-748
28th March/29th March 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Blackburn, secretary of the Caledonian Railway company,Glasgow, asking him
whether the reported accident and subsequent death of Andrew Lewis should be classified as an accident under the
Coal Mines act or should fall under the auspices of the Board of Trade as a railway accident, since it occurred on the
railway sidings of Garnock colliery and the deceased was employed by Mr. Blackburn's company. The accident
occurred on the 19th March and Mr. Lewes died ten days later on the 29th. Mr. Atkinson remarks that the death
should not appear twice on official returns.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Baird thanking him for a letter and agreeing with his ideas on the best training
for a tuning engineer or colliery manager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-749
30th March/31st March 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Nimmo,Edinburgh, arguing that a Thomas Mullholland is not eligible to serve
under Mr. Nimmo at Kinneil colliery since no service since 1887 is valid for a certificate of service, and therefore he
must apply for an examination first. He adds that he would be glad to be used as a reference for Mr. Nimmo if he
applied for a new situation but could only speak on what he knows about him and no further.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 31st March, reiterating that he will be at home during the next
week and asking him to pick up letters at his office on Tuesday and Thursday night. He adds that he has addressed
some letters for Mr. McLaren and that he will let Mr. Johnstone know his own (new?) address.

NEIMME-JBA-6-750
30th March 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Leith, Granite Merchant, Aberdeen, promising to call at his office on the 2nd
April concerning the accident to George Scott.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Milne, Surveyor of Roads,Aboyne, promising to meet him at Aboyne station
on Thursday the 4th April concerning the Quarries act of 1894 and his Quarries as he will be in the Aberdeen district
during the next week.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Smith, builder,Stonehaven, promising to meet with him on Thursday the 3rd
April at Stonehaven station concerning the accident to William Dalgetty, which he adds should probably have been
reported to him under the Quarries act of 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-751
6th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Thompson, General Manager of Caledonian Railway, thanking him for informing
him that the death of Andrew Lewis (see NEIMME-JBA-6-748) will be classified as a railway accident in the Board of
Trade Returns and will not need to be included in Mr. Atkinson's return of mining accidents.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James
Fairservice and another report on the injury to James Thomson by Mr. McLaren. In the latter case, Mr. Atkinson
adds that he thinks the manager of the colliery involved should be proceeded against for failing to report to him as
required by Section 35 (1) (i) of the Coal Mines act. If Mr. Thomson received any personal injury whatever by the
explosion involved, Mr. Atkinson believes he should have been told about it. He asks for Mr. Wilson's opinion as to
whether a prosecution would be successful as if he thinks it is, he will apply to the Home Secretary to begin
proceedings.

NEIMME-JBA-6-752
6th April 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, on the matter of the explosion of fire-damp at Cornsilloch colliery.
He apologises for not replying sooner due to his being from home, but adds that the matter is being looked into. He
reports that the incident was not reported to him, the manager explaining that the oversman had informed him that
Mr. Thomson, the miner involved, had not been injured (see NEIMME-JBA-6-751, 2nd letter above). He asks Mr.
Smillie if this is true. He also writes on a Baukend accident which he attributes to the miner involved not coupling all
the hutches as the manholes required were all in place. He adds that the accident was not a serious one.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of
Robert M. Leggate by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-753
6th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Cooke-Taylor, Her Majesty's Superintending Inspector of Factories,Glasgow,
reporting that he has received a list of Certifying Surgeons for quarries in counties South of the Forth by Captain
Kindersley and hopes that Mr. Cooke-Taylor can provide him with a list for those North of the Forth as he continually
receives requests for their names which he has no way of otherwise providing.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Baird and Stevenson,Glasgow, informing them that he has not so far been able to
find the name of the certifying surgeon for quarries in the Brontisland district but has written to the factory
department to try and ascertain who it is (see letter above) and promises to write when he learns anything further.

NEIMME-JBA-6-754
6th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a copy of the Special Rules in
force at the Roman Camp mine, which has been certified, and includes a copy of the additional Special Rules added
in July 1894.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the accident to Hugh
Brown by Mr. McLaren and adding that the man involved should be brought before the Sheriff to get the new Special
Rule involved observed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-755
6th April 1895
Three lettersThe first a statement signed by J.B. Atkinson declaring that the copy of the Special Rules in effect at the Roman
Camp mine is a true one to Mr. Atkinson's satisfaction (see NEIMME-JBA-6-754, 1st letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.W. Tait, District Clerk, Kelso, informing him that the Certifying Surgeon for
quarries in Kelso is J.H. Wright.

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Leith, Granite Merchant,Aberdeen, confirming receipt of a letter concerning an
accident to James McIntosh at Pesseley Quarry.

NEIMME-JBA-6-756
6th April/9th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to P. McGovern, checkweigher,Avonbridge, replying to his inquiries concerning
grievances about dirt deductions, He promises to enquire further, but adds that some of the grievances should be
pursued by the miners and not by him. He adds that he does not think that having deductions for the sending up of
dirty coal is unfair and should probably extend to more than just the dirt as long as the scale is not too severe but
that this is for the miners to decide and act upon as they see fit. He adds that the practice of weighing to fixed cwts is
not customary but does not necessarily see this as unjust. He concludes that there should be facilities for seeing the
pins and taking the correct weight.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Martin, Great North of Scotland Granite company, dated 9th April, informing
him that he had been told by the Chief Inspector of Factories that the certifying surgeon for quarries in the
Peterhead district was Dr. Jamieson but that since the district does not extend to Mr. Martin's quarry he will have to
investigate further and get back to him (see NEIMME-JBA-6-744, 1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-757
9th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, informing him that in his opinion there
was carelessness on the part of the management of the mine involved as to the supply of timber in the mine where
the accident to Thomas Barras happened, but this had nothing to do with the accident itself where there was
adequate timber to stop the fall of coal. He returns the police reports and encloses a report by Mr. McLaren on the
subject.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, informing him that the Cornsilloch accident is being further
investigated and reiterates that Mr. McLaren's investigation into the Baukend accident had found adequate numbers
of manholes (see NEIMME-JBA-6-752, 1st letter). The Dykes case, he continues, can not continue as a criminal case
against the management involved following the managers' death but he advises that a civil action could still be
brought against the owners for recovery of wages as they are held responsible for the managers' acts.

NEIMME-JBA-6-758
10th April 1895
Plan of Polbeth Coal (?) owned by Young's Paraffin and Light Mineral Oil company discontinued for Houston coal on
the 19th December 1894, rest indecipherable, signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-759

10th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong,Motherwell, agreeing to provide a reference for him for any application
he may wish to ask for, while advising him not to write directly to anyone unless they are a personal friend. He also
promises to inform him of news about the plans William Barr and sons have for Bellfield colliery if he hears anything.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Robert Dick informing that there are concerns about the safety of the
ventilation around the Virtuewell coal and also problems with the winding engine. He adds that he wants these
problems to be seen to without delay.

NEIMME-JBA-6-760
10th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, promising to look further into the unspecified matters he has
complained about.

NEIMME-JBA-6-761/762/763
10th April 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-764, 2nd letter) on the death of
John Fowler. The 21 year old filler and drawer was burned by ignition of fire-damp in a heading in the Fells seam of
oil shale in the no.1 mine at Seafield, owned by the Pumpherston Oil company on the 6th April 1895 at
approximately 6.30 a.m.,dying two days later from the burning effects at Edinburgh Infirmary. After visiting the
scene of the accident on the day of Mr. Fowler's death and again two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that
although the manner of ventilation in the place was not altogether satisfactory, the fact that no gas had been seen
there before as a mitigating factor, and he was therefore not prepared to say there had been a breach of General
Rule 1 of the Coal Mines act. He did note, however, that the two examining firemen were guilty of negligence- David
Sanderson for not examining the heading of a David Sneddon, who worked in one part of the mine that the deceased
did, and Alexander Miller for not leaving a chalk mark in the work places of Mr. Sneddon and John Joyce to show he
had examined them, thereby breaching General Rule 4(ii) and Special Rule 40 in Sanderson's case and Special Rule
35 in the case of Mr. Miller. Mr. Atkinson advises that they both should be proceeded against. Both Mr. Sneddon
and Mr. Joyce had been working in the area before the deceased, Mr. Joyce from 6.30 p.m. on the 5th to 3.45 on the
morning of the 6th and Mr. Sneddon from 6.25p.m. on the 5th to between 12 and 1 a.m. on the morning of the 6th.
Mr. Sneddon reported that he had informed Mr. Sanderson that his work area was almost impossible to work in due
to the lack of air on two occasions that morning,and that he left work early due to a headache and that the lamp on
his bonnet was not burning well, but added that he had not noticed any gas. He added that he remained at the
incline in the area until about 4 a.m. Alexander Miller reported going down the mine at 4a.m. and reached the area
at about 4.15. He reported examining the workplaces of Mr. Sneddon and Mr. Joyce and finding them all clear but
not leaving a chalk mark because he was in a hurry. He then examined the rest of the mine where he did leave chalk
marks. The deceased went down the mine at about 6 a.m. on the morning of the accident where he proceeded to
the place Mr. Sneddon was working. As he was preparing to run a hutch there, gas was ignited by his open light and
the burning took place. John Sneddon, one of the sons of David Sneddon, was working close by at the time and
thrown down by the blast. Mr. Atkinson found the area free of gas when he examined it, but did observe that
through a canvas sheet nearby the road was fallen and gas was present in a cavity caused by the fall. He also
mentions that he was unable to interview Mr. Sanderson about the affair.

NEIMME-JBA-6-764
10th April/11th April 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-761/762/763 above.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 11th April, enclosing a report
on the death of John Fowler (see NEIMME-JBA-6-761/762/763 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-765
10th April (?)
Diagram drawn by J.B. Atkinson showing the workplace where the accident to John Fowler occurred (see NEIMMEJBA-6-761/762/763).

NEIMME-JBA-6-766
13th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood, Rosewell near Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of Robert Stanners as
the manager of Polton colliery, replacing Mungo Mackay.

NEIMME-JBA-6-767
14th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that: he could not wire him earlier as he has been at
home the night before; that he went to London on 18th April 1892; that his son Leonard has recovered from a fever
thereby relieving them of the confusion in the house caused by his illness, the bad weather and the painters being in
and commiserating with him for his influenza; that he has heard nothing further about the general meeting where he
hopes to agree on a set of quarry Special Rules; that a Welsh article on the Albion explosion concludes that the
Inspectors of mines and the miners should restrict themselves to managing collieries and not their managers and
that he believes the scope of Government inspection should be defined as to make clear that they cannot be
expected to check on things like the occasional shot being fired in timber.

NEIMME-JBA-6-768
13th April/17th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Hudspeth and company at Green colliery, Wishaw, on the subject of shafts in
the Carbarns coalfield. Mr. Atkinson suggests that two shafts more than 15 yards apart will be probably be needed to
comply with the Coal Mines act and that the exemption from such a distance remarked upon in Section 18 would

probably not apply in their case. He adds that a new shaft would probably have to be sunk and that he has no power
to allow them to have two shafts of a mine positioned less than 15 yards apart. He concludes by arranging a visit to
the colliery on the next Wednesday to examine the problem further.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell at Coltness Iron Works,Newmains, dated 17th April, confirming that the
two abstracts that they have returned to him seem to have been correctly filled in apart from the name of their
certifying surgeon which he does not know at present but will inform them of when the Factory Department inform
him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-769
13th April/17th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Trail, Miners' agent,Wilsontown, advising him to treat the abusive language of
the oversman at Wilsontown with contempt if he had accomplished his business with the men at the no.3 pit there.
He advises against trying to take action against him as he can find no evidence in the Checkweighers act that he
could proceed against him unless he could prove that the oversman was acting on behalf of the owner, agent or
manager. He advises instead that future meetings with the men be held outside the colliery to avoid contact with the
oversman in question.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Baird and Stevenson,Glasgow, dated 17th April, confirming that the certifying
surgeon (for quarries) in the Burntisland region is a Dr. R. Spence.

NEIMME-JBA-6-770
13th April/17th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking him to give permission to start proceedings against John McKenzie, the manager of Milburn
colliery for failing to report the injury to James Thompson by an explosion of fire-damp on the 5th of April as
required by Section 35 (1) (i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.M. Robinson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories,Broughty Ferry, dated 17th
April, thanking him for providing the names of the certifying surgeons (for quarries) in Forfarshire, Perthshire,
Fifeshire, Clackmannan and Kinross.

NEIMME-JBA-6-771
16th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming the opening of a new colliery called
Douglas colliery consisting of the Lord Douglas and Lady Mary pits.

NEIMME-JBA-6-772

16th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming the appointments of Douglas Jackson
and John Jeffrey as the managers of Douglas colliery and Dewshill colliery respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-773
16th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, remarking on two mistakes in the summaries of statistics relating to mines and miners, the first
being the map showing the county of Lanark as the county of Renfrew, the real position of Renfrew not being shown
at all and the other the incorrect positioning of three plates in Mr. Atkinson's Annual Report despite his careful
indication of where the plates should be placed in his proof.

NEIMME-JBA-6-774
17th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming the sinking of a new shaft at Glentore
in Greengairs to the Smithy coal or Lower Drumgray seam to be watched over by Robert Houston.

NEIMME-JBA-6-775
17th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming the closing of the Virtuewell mine at
West Glentore in Greengairs and the departure of its certificated manager James Seggie from the company. He adds
that a plan of the mine should be sent direct to the Secretary of State at the Home Office.

NEIMME-JBA-6-776
15th April/18th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Springbank colliery, Airdrie, informing them that ventilation will need to
be improved at the Hill section of their Upper Drumgray seam, which he suggests would be helped by the addition of
a second door and by stopping the habit of (?) propping up the doors already there. He hopes that these matters will
be attended to as quickly as possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 18th April, confirming that he has
been given authority to proceed against John McKenzie, the manager of Cornsilloch colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-6-770,
1st letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-777

17th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to M. Hay, Carmans colliery, enclosing both a copy of a letter and an enclosed sheet to fill
in details for applying for a certificate of service as manager of a mine. He adds that it will cost 5 shillings and will be
forwarded to him eventually although he personally holds little confidence that Mr. Hay will be successful in his
claim.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report and
enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of Hugh Borthwick.

NEIMME-JBA-6-778
20th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking that the family will be pleased if 'Bill' visits at any time
from the 29th April to the 8th May and hopes to learn the subject of a forthcoming address. He adds that he hopes
he and his family will visit Largs while they holiday there during June, July and August.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hudspeth and company at Green colliery, Wishaw, confirming that the
company has begun reopening the Carbarus Coalfield.

NEIMME-JBA-6-779
20th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to instigate proceedings against William Stevenson, the manager of Glendale
colliery, for contravening Section 16 and General Rule 1 Section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 by
employing people in a mine without a second shaft and failing to provide adequate ventilation respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-780
20th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for delivery of 20 copies of the list of quarries for the East Scotland district as soon as
possible, which he last asked for over a month ago.

NEIMME-JBA-6-781
20th April 1895
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Riddell,Wishaw, informing him that he has sent his letter concerning Carbarus
(the mine?) to the Home Office, but suspects it may be some time before they get back to him on the subject. He
also tells him that he will take a letter of his as a formal notice of the reopening of the (Carbarus?) mine (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-778, 2nd letter) and encloses an acknowledgment on the usual form. He also thanks him for a poem
he has sent.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the weighing
dispute at John Nimmo and Sons no.7 pit.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.and G. Menzies, builders,Kirkcaldy, confirming receipt of a postcard confirming the
stoppage of Baidlin quarry.

NEIMME-JBA-6-782
20th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for advice as to the reopening of the two shafts at Carbarus colliery after their abandonment
in 1883. He adds that the two shafts would satisfy the requirements of the present Coal Mines act as they did the
act of 1872 if they had been worked continuously, but since they have been filled up he remarks that he is unsure
whether they comply with the latter part of Section 18 of the 1887 act which declares that the statutory distance of
not less than 15 yards between shafts does not apply to those mines whose shafts were sunk before January 1865
and were separated by less than 10 feet or to those shafts sunk before the commencement of the present act and
separated by a distance of more than 10 feet but less than 15 yards.

NEIMME-JBA-6-783
20th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Cowan, Crown agent, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a telegram concerning
Milburn colliery and informing him that it is situated in the Hamilton district.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John W. Wemyss, Broughty Ferry, enclosing an abstract of the Quarries act and
Factories act as applied to quarries and informing him that from now on the Inspectors of Mines were responsible
for the inspection of quarries and all works connected to them and situated within a mile of them. He adds that he
knows of no special forms on which to note accidents and that he has received no notice of any fatal accident near
Broughty ferry, then asking in which quarry the accident took place.

NEIMME-JBA-6-784
20th April 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, confirming receipt of a telegram asking him to return copies of his Summaries and Statistics and of
his Annual Report so that maps and plans contained therein can be altered and replaced. He promises to return the
Summaries the next Monday as he has not yet posted them but cannot do the same with copies of his Annual Report
since they have been distributed.

NEIMME-JBA-6-785
20th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming receipt of the complaint against
John McKenzie, which he returns having signed. He adds that he and Mr. McLean will attend the court during the
Hareshaw case on the 8th (May?).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Badge, Managing Director, Wemyss Coal company,Fife, confirming that the
company has begun to sink two shafts to the Chemiss (?) seam between East Wemyss and the Glass Cove, these
shafts to be managed by Mr. Crookston and his new assistant manager James McGregor, who holds a first class
certificate. Mr. Atkinson adds that there is no official position of assistant to the manager and asks whether he
means an undermanager.

NEIMME-JBA-6-786
22nd April/24th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Langlands Limited at Myrton quarries, Dundee, confirming that he has received his
notice of the death of David Roland and promising to visit the quarry concerned the next day to enquire further
arriving in Dundee just after midday.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company,Edinburgh, dated 24th April, confirming the
abandonment of the virtuewell seam at the no.23 pit at East Beuhar and asking for the company to forward a plan of
the pit to the Home Secretary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-787
24th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John H. Wemyss,Broughty Ferry, concerning the accident at Myrton Quarry. He
professes that he does not know the precise duties of certifying surgeons but doubts they need to be called for for a
medial report in this case as he sees the cause of the accident being clear after visiting the quarry to investigate.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Agnew, procurator fiscal, Dundee, confirming his visit to Myrton colliery to
investigate the death of David Roland (see letter above) and adding that he hopes to be able to examine the fracture
of the broken link of the chain which he understands is currently in the possession of either Mr. Agnew or the police.

NEIMME-JBA-6-788
25th April/26th April 1895
Three letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Mitchell and sons,Edinburgh, confirming receipt of copies of their proposed Special
Rules for their Esperton and Oxwellmains quarries and proposing to visit him in Edinburgh on the next Friday at
12.30 p.m. to discuss them.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Thornycroft enclosing a journal with information on the two deep pits at Kinneil
which are about 300 yards apart. He asks that the journal be returned as soon as possible.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 26th April, returning papers to the Secretary of State in
connection with the conviction of the manager of Haywood colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-789
26th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson correcting him as to the date of the annual meeting. He confirms the
meeting is taking place on the 21st rather than the 24th May and adds that he wishes to discuss the Special Rules for
Quarries in order to agree a code for the whole kingdom if possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Simpson, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter about (a) subway and promising
to meet him at his office the next Monday.

NEIMME-JBA-6-790
27th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Peter McBean, Elgin, promising that Mr. McLaren will call and inquire further into the
death of Alexander Bremner.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to David B. Tait, District Clerk, Kelso, promising to correspond in future about County
Quarries and sending him a list of quarries to be corrected in the case of Roxburghshire County Council, asking if
there are other district clerks who might have other relevant information. He adds that he had promised to send Mr.
Darling a printed list of quarries but that the county has still not sent them despite supposedly having many in their
possession.

NEIMME-JBA-6-791
27th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Simpson rearranging a visit to his office the next day from 11 a.m. to 4.45
p.m. to discuss (a) subway due to a necessary visit to Denny (?) to investigate an explosion (see NEIMME-JBA-6-799,
2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, apologising for not receiving a copy of
the Bellfield complaint due to mistaking the hour of delivery of letters. He adds that he has to leave early the next

day so will be unable to receive it by post then either, so suggests that he sends an officer with the complaint for him
to sign at about 5.30 p.m. the next day when he expects to return home.

NEIMME-JBA-6-791(A)
27th April 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company, Falkirk, informing them that in the case of the Mavisbank
mine they can only employ miners necessary to complete a second shaft underground unnless they apply for
exemption from a second shaft from the Secretary of State who must be contacted directly.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company,Falkirk, confirming the stopping of the Glen Cleagh
mine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-792
27th April/28th April 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Larkhall, confirming that, although as he previously mentioned there will be
no criminal charge against the management in the Bellfield Checkweigher case (see NEIMME-JBA-6-757,2nd letter,
The 'Dykes' case) the owners will be charged for a breach of the Checkweighers act in May.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, Procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 28th April, confirming that he
visited the post office that morning, found the letter of complaint against Bellfield, signed it and sent it on to Mr.
Tennant (see letter above and NEIMME-JBA-6-790, 2nd letter).
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Hudspeth and company at Green colliery,Wishaw, dated 28th April, reporting that
he has put the question of the shafts at Carbarus colliery to the Secretary of State and encloses his reply which
seems to suggest that he will satisfy the present act if he reopens the old shafts (see NEIMME-JBA-6-782).

NEIMME-JBA-6-793
29th April/1st May 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren about
Avondale colliery and adding he has the sanction of the Home Secretary to take proceedings against those involved.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ness and company at Muircorkhall colliery, dated 1st May, confirming a visit to
the colliery the next Friday to see the place referred to in their notice of the death of John Oswald.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Small,Blantyre, dated 1st May, promising to look further into the matter of
the Shotts company pits.

NEIMME-JBA-6-794
30th April/1st May 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools,Broughty Ferry, informing him that a
Hector McNeil has reported not receiving his days pay for attending the exam board and thinks there may have been
a mistake as he has usually received it by this time.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Harris,Glasgow, dated 1st May, promising to look further into his letter
concerning High Explosives.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.B. Dick, engineer,Carluke, dated 1st May, enclosing 2 copies of the Special Rules
proposed for Hulton (?) colliery since it has been reported that a copy has not been exhibited at the pit with the
necessary notice for a fortnight as required by Section 52(2) of the Coal Mines act. He adds that he saw no posted
copy when he visited the colliery on the 25th April.

NEIMME-JBA-6-795
4th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
death of Thomas O'Connor but adding that since he has not been told to supply reports on deaths in quarries under
the Quarries act of 1894 by the Lord Advocates Department he had not sent a report to him about it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-796
April 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-797
April 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-798
April 1895
Plan concerning the opening of pits signed by J.B. Atkinson- two new pits at Douglas colliery for coal seams, a new pit
at Glentore colliery for the Lower Drumgray coal, old shafts reopening at Carbarus colliery for Ell, Main and Splint
coals, two new pits at Wemyss colliery for the Chemiss coaland one new pit at Milton colliery for the coal seam.

NEIMME-JBA-6-799

April 1895
Plan concerning the West Glentore colliery and its mine from the surface to the Virtuewell coal, the no.1 and 2 pits
at East Beuhar colliery also from the surface to the Virtuewell coal and the Grey Clough mine at Callender colliery for
coal and fireclay signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-800
3rd May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Barr and Higgins at Shotts concerning the Brownhill coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-801
3rd May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Barr and Higgins at Spindleside colliery,Cleland, confirming receipt of two copies of the
proposed Special Rules at Brownhill colliery, one of which he promises to return in due course.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons at Allanton collieries, etc.,Larkhall, concerning John Finnie
and (his becoming manager of?) Bellfield colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-802
3rd May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Walker at Springwell colliery, Airdrie, confirming that Archibald Robertson and
George Ferguson have become the manager and undermanager of the colliery respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-803
4th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Cowan , Crown Agent, Edinburgh, returning a list of mines to Mr. Cowan suitably
amended and also sending a copy of his report from 1893 containing a complete list of mines at the back. He adds
that he does not know the spheres of jurisdiction for a procurator fiscal regarding mines in Lanark as he is not fully
aware of the area they are in, but in Stirlingshire the only mines in his district belong to Mr. Gair. The remaining
counties only have one procurator fiscal, Mr. Atkinson thinks.

NEIMME-JBA-6-804
4th May 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-805, 2nd letter) on the death of
John Oswald. The 48 year old coal miner was fatally injured by a fall of coal at his workplace in the six foot seam of
the mine section of the no.2 pit at Muircockhall colliery owned by Henry Ness and company at approximately 11

o'clock on the morning of the 30th April 1895, dying from his injuries later that day. After visiting the site of the
incident three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident was predominately caused by the lack of care
shown by the deceased in not using timber to gib the coal for safety. The fireman John Anderson had examined the
area at 5a.m. before work began there and found it safe. At 6a.m., the deceased and his two sons James and Thomas
began their work in the area. At the time of the accident Mr. Oswald's sons were elsewhere as the deceased worked
on holing the coal when it suddenly fell on him. He was soon released with the help of his two sons and with the help
of men from an adjoining place he was put in a hutch and risen to the surface. Mr. Atkinson added that the area
needed special care in order to hold the coal up and in his opinion, despite the deceased having worked in the mines
nearly all his life and being a practical man, he had overestimated the safety of his situation.

NEIMME-JBA-6-805
4th May 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-804.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death
of John Oswald (see NEIMME-JBA-6-804 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-806
4th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the deductions
dispute at Motherwell colliery and promising to visit there on the next Monday to enquire further.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell at West Longrigg collieries, Longriggend, confirming that the no.1
pit at Drinbow has ceased working the Johnstone coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-807
4th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, agreeing with J.S. Harris, the agent of the Roburite Explosives company, that restrictions on the use
of Safety Explosives in mines should be modified encouraging their use and a clause added to the Coal Mines
Amendment bill and regulations of the Coal Mines act changed to accomodate this.

NEIMME-JBA-6-808
4th May 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Bain, the manager of Motherwell collieries, proposing a visit to the colliery on the
next Monday to discuss the scale of deductions used there which he thinks is probably illegal (see NEIMME-JBA-6806, 1st letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Hector McNeil, Larkhall, informing him that his pay for attending the Examination
board should have been received a while ago according to a Mr. Calder and he promises to look into it further.

NEIMME-JBA-6-809
6th May/7th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Craig, Printer,Coatbridge, informing him of an error in his printing of the
copies of the Colliery Special Rules, replacing fencing with facing in the 2nd line of the 2nd of the Additional New
Special Rules. He advises Mr. Craig to look over the original authorized version again carefully for any more errors
before printing any more copies.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. D. Carmichael,Peterhead, dated 7th May, promising to look further into his
application to become certifying surgeon of the Roddam and Blackhills collieries under the Factories and Workshops
acts.

NEIMME-JBA-6-810
7th May 1895
Plan of the North Greengairs (no.1 pit?) at New Muirhead(?) owned by Samuel Ritchie and company discontinued for
Virtuewell coal on the 21st December 1894 for being unremunerative, signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-811
7th May 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Trail, Miners' agent,Lanark, promising to look further into the question of
ventilation at the no.3 pit at Wilsontown colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, agreeing with Mr. Wilson that the presence
of noxious gases at Avondale colliery has not been proved and that that part of a complaint against them can be
dropped while returning Mr. McLaren's report on the complaint and enclosing his fellow inspector's further report
on the subject.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,concerning the method of deductions used by the Carron company.
Mr. Atkinson remarks that he has drawn up a draft of an agreement to a new system of deductions prepared by the
company's legal advisers and sent it to the Secretary of State but has had no reply. He proposes to the receiver that
they should respond to the proposed system themselves without being too negative towards it, as Mr. Atkinson
argues that a system of deductions is necessary for both owners and workers to prevent wrong materials being sent
up.

NEIMME-JBA-6-812
7th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, enclosing a letter from Dr. D. Carmichael applying for the position of certifying surgeon for certain
quarries in the neighbourhood and asking for further instructions (see NEIMME-JBA-6-809, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson,receiver unknown, remarking that he has returned 10 shillings after initiating a
balance due to him as requested by a memo of the day before.

NEIMME-JBA-6-813
8th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, advising him that if he thinks a conviction for
want of proper ventilation can be made in the Avondale colliery case after their conversation that day, he should
include it in the complaint (see NEIMME-JBA-6-811, 2nd letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming that they have started to reopen
an old pit at Staurigg adjoining the Redding colliery and that they are sinking a new pit on the lands of Gaff's trustees
adjoining the same collieries' office.

NEIMME-JBA-6-814
11th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, forwarding a letter by Mr. McLaren requesting a leave of absence from duty for three weeks in June
and one in July. Mr. Atkinson adds that, if this leave is granted, he and his other assistant H. Johnstone will be able to
adequately deal with the extra work involved.

NEIMME-JBA-6-815
11th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to George Ross, Helmsdale, asking him to provide dinner for when he visits Brora colliery
the next Wednesday. He adds that he will bring his rod in hope of doing some fishing while there.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Longbotham promising to help a Robert Wormald in any way possible in his
attempt to visit pits before an exam. Despite probably being in London for the week of the 20th May onwards, he
promises to talk to him the weekend before and provide references for visits if he can visit his home. He proposes
that he visits a West of Scotland colliery over the weekend and then possibly a place or two in Edinburgh after

finding him a place to stay while there. Mr. Atkinson also asks if Mr. Longbotham will be in London the week he is
there as his brother Bill will be joining him at the Metropole hotel.

NEIMME-JBA-6-816
11th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Melville at Brora colliery informing him he will visit the colliery the next
Wednesday and go down the pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and company, Larkhall, confirming their reopening of the no.6 pit at
Southfield colliery and that (a Mr.?) Blackwood will work the remainder of the main Lesmahagow Channel Coal
seam.

NEIMME-JBA-6-817
11th May/12th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Kennedy, managing director of Broxburn Oil company, Glasgow, confirming
three appointments- William Clark as the manager of the Broxburn Oil company mines in Uphall, James Constable as
the manager of the Roman Camp mines in Uphall and Alexander Kennedy as the agent for all the Broxburn Oil
companies' mines.

NEIMME-JBA-6-818
11th May/13th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Fife Miners Secretary,Dunfermline, promising to enquire further into the
ventilation at Durie colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking on a recent trial for a desk for a checkweigher and
comparing it with the Haywood case he mentions in his report. He suggests that the sheriff who was involved in both
cases made the right decision regarding the desk but was amiss in allowing the owner a reasonable notice while
allowing the miners nothing beyond the bare words of the act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-819
13th May 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson telling him that Jonathan (Longbotham) has written to him about
(Robert) Wormald and that he has suggested a meeting on Saturday the 18th May when he can give him letters of

introduction to various pits (see NEIMME-JBA-6-815, 2nd letter). He adds that he will be away in London from the
20th for a week.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.C. Theedam,Dudley, telling him that the Special Rules for Quarries have not yet
been settled for the district promising to let him know when they are.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to F.B. Luke at Prestongrange colliery,Prestonpans, acknowledging that Mr. Luke will
terminate his connection with the colliery on the 15th May 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-820
18th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster, Glasgow, remarking that the telegram he sent which has been
questioned was sent by him to his wife on the 29th April 1895 to say that he would be catching a later train than the
one he intended after spending the day underground in a mine where an explosion had recently taken place. He sent
it from Tarbert to stop his wife from worrying about his late arrival back.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Lothian Coal company, Dalkeith, confirming the appointment of Mungo Mackay
as the manager of Newbattle collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-821
18th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter from him
concerning a fatal accident at Craigleith colliery but adding that he has had no instructions to provide the Lord
Advocates with reports on quarry accidents.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.C. Thomson, Caledonian Mineral Oil company,Cobbinshaw, confirming the
appointment of Peter Walker as the Assistant Mining Manager at the Cobbinshaw Oil Shale mine, though asking
whether the position is really that of an undermanager as the office of Assistant Manager does not exist under the
Coal Mines act.

NEIMME-JBA-6-822
18th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson concerning receipts of letters with enclosures. He returns a Home
Office paper and suggests that he writes that Dr. Foster and his translations will suit his purpose. He also suggests
rhar a committee of Enlish inspectors be appointed to visit German mines to examine their systems of watering, with
reports on these all containing translations of foreign papers on the subject. He promises to look over his address
and bring it with him when he visits his brother the next week, having enclosed a letter on the subject and written to
the editor informing him of the visit. He concludes by mentioning his recent visit to the Brora colliery and his

unsuccessful days fishing while there. He adds that Mr. Wood who accompanied him caught 18 and asked him to
send 'Bill' one of these fish.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of
William Comb by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-823
18th May 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and
enclosing a report by H. Johnstone on the deaths of William Aitken and Dennis McGonnigal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, reporting that after difficulties receiving the necessary
information from a colliery that has changed hands, he concludes that Alexander McIvor's application for a
certificate of service as undermanager of a mine should not be granted as he would seem to have only 8 months of
qualifying service rather than the necessary 12 under the Coal Mines act.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Robertson, Larkhall, promising to look further into matters concerning the
collieries in the Larkhall district.

NEIMME-JBA-6-824
18th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Buchan, Town Clerk, Peebles, enclosing requested copies of a circular by Mr.
Atkinson,an abstract and the proposed Special Rules of the new Quarries act. He adds that the new regulations will
have to be observed by the tenant of the quarry notwithstanding any lease.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.T. Sandeman at the Glasgow Herald office promising to try and send him a copy
of his brother Bill's address to the Federated Institute of Mining Engineers before the 31st May after visiting him the
next week.

NEIMME-JBA-6-825
18th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that the new no.1 pit at Sheriffyards colliery cannot apply
for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (i) (b) of the Coal Mines act. He adds, that as the mine is new, it would
not have needed to apply for exemption if it had confined its initial operations to making a communication between
two or more shafts but since it wished to prove the minerals found as well it would need to apply. Mr. Atkinson
suggests that it applies for exemption under Section 18 (iii) (a) which would be granted provided no more than 20
people were allowed to work underground in connection with the one shaft at one time, no fire was used
underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft was completed as quickly as possible, and the
exemption ended on the 30th November 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-826/827
20th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Divisional Officer, Maryhill Barracks, Glasgow, reporting on the
workings of the mining of coal under Hamilton barracks. Mr. Atkinson reports that when he visited he found that
only the Ell and Splint coal seams were at present being worked and that the excavation of the coal was being made
in accordance with the method prescribed by the War Office with one third of the coal being removed by driving
rooms 4 yards wide and leaving sloops or pillars of coal 18 yards square. He provides sections of the 2 seams with
statistics relating to the presence of the coal in the 2 seams, slate and gas and the methods used to remove the coal.
He concludes that apart from one or two minor falls of roof in the Ell coal seam and slight heaving of the floor at a
few points in the Splint coal seam, the enclosing strata has not moved and should not affect the surface (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-587 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-828
19th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
complaint against William Stevenson. He notes that he intends to prosecute Mr. Stevenson at Cornsilloch on the
next Friday and apologises that he probably won't be able to attend since he is going to London for a Home Office
meeting that week to discuss the new Coal Mines bill and other matters. He adds that if Mr. McLaren's presence is
required, he should write to him on the subject.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster, Glasgow, asking that his mail be redirected to the Metropole Hotel
in London from the first post the next day or Monday until further notice while he attends on official business.

NEIMME-JBA-6-829
25th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, promising to call at his office on the 27th to
discuss the complaints against James McKenzie and William Stevenson ( see NEIMME-JBA-6-828, 1st letter above).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company confirming that they are about to recommence working
their no.2 mine at the Roman Camp and that they are working a small section of the wee or under shale in their no.1
mine at the Camp.

NEIMME-JBA-6-830
25th May 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of John
Sinclair by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir at Rosewell colliery, Lochgelly, confirming the appointment of James
Hendrie as the undermanager of Lassodie Mill colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-831
25th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Skinner, Office of Parish Council, Lanark, informing him that it would be against
his instructions to provide him with the information he has requested about the death of Thomas O'Connor in an
accident.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company, Glasgow, confirming that they have temporarily
discontinued the working of the Virgin Coal seam in their no.10 pit at the Morningside colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-832
25th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Armadale Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Frederick Duncan
as the manager of their Armadale colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-833
25th May/28th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel company, Coatbridge, confirming that
they have begun work on the minerals at Prestongrange and have appointed George Goodwin as the manager there.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barker, Checkweigher,Slamannan, dated 28th May, promising to look
further into problems regarding the tareing of hutches at Binniehill.

NEIMME-JBA-6-834
30th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong, Motherwell, saying that he will be delighted to speak on Mr.
Armstrong's behalf or provide references for his application for the Glarpin appointment.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Lancaster(?), coalmaster,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of James
Wiggans as the undermanager of Roughrigg colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-835
30th May 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. D. Carmichael, Peterhead, informing him that he should address any further
correspondence on his attempt to be appointed as the Certifying Surgeon for the Boddam and Blackhills collieries
should be sent to the Chief Inspector of Factories as he is the one to make them. He provides an address to write to
Sprague Oram (see NEIMME-JBA-6-809,2nd letter etc).
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh at Alloa collieries saying that he has returned their letter concerning
the exemption from 2 shafts at Sheriffyards colliery and that they should have received it by the time they receive
the present letter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-825).

NEIMME-JBA-6-836
30th May 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster, Glasgow, asking for all his mail to be forwarded to Keil Bank in Largs
until further notice after 10 a.m. on 31st May as he will be away from his home for 3 months.

NEIMME-JBA-6-837
May 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-838
May 1895
Plan concerning East Scotland (mines) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-839
May 1895
Plans concerning the reopening of an old pit and the sinking of a new one at Redding colliery at Polmont for coal
seams, the reopening of the no.6 pit at Southfield colliery in Lesmahagow for Lesmahagow Gas coal and the
reopening of the no.2 mine at the Roman Camp at Uphall for Oil Shale signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-840
May 1895

Plans concerning the Drumbow no.1 pit at West Longrigg colliery at Airdrie for Johnstone coal and the no.10 pit at
Morningside colliery, Newmains for Virgin coal signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-841
1st June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, apologising for being unable to furnish
a report on the accident at Hinnedar colliery until after his week long attendance at the Denny colliery explosion
enquiry. He recommends that Mr. McFarlane interview witnesses in the meantime recommending in particular the
manager Mr. Calderwood, the undermanager Mr. Cooper, the inspectors Mr. Hind and Mr. Morgan, Mr. Connor, a
bottomer at the Jersey seam and Mr. Blalloch, the miner engaged with the two Sharps (sic). He adds that the
questions could touch upon the position and construction of the ventilating furnace and the amount of inflammable
material near it, the vicinity of the furnace, who undertook (the working of) it and who attended to its firing and who
discovered the fire and what steps were taken to deal with it.

NEIMME-JBA-6-842
1st June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Burnbank Miners Association, informing him that he believes that Mr.
McLaren's inspection of the Splint coal at the Clyde colliery's no.3 pit was of the wrong section and not that to which
Mr. Short referred to. He promises that Mr. McLaren will return to inspect the right section, but that he also
understands that the section's problems are at present being rectified.

NEIMME-JBA-6-843
2nd June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on
the accident to John Lawson and remarking on Mr. McLaren's belief that Mr. Lawson and two other miners had
contravened Special Rule 72. Mr. Atkinson believes that the riding of a bogie hutch or ordinary hutch is exactly the
same offence and therefore a prosecution should follow. He adds that Mr. Ramsay the signalman should be exempt
from proceedings taken.

NEIMME-JBA-6-844
6th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Kemp at the Keith and Parkmore Lime Works, Keith, confirming receipt of a
letter confirming an accident to a workman.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barker, Checkweigher,Slamannan, telling him that he is unsure how courts
would react to his desire to have weights to check his weighing machine. He adds that he believes weights should be
available, preferably kept by the manager on the surface, but admits that sheriffs might disagree with the idea. He
adds that if he has problems obtaining such weights, he will try to help.

NEIMME-JBA-6-845
7th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,London, concerning the disaster at Kinnedar colliery. He forwards his opinion that the incident was caused by
flame, hot air and smoke from burning wood lining and fittings of an upcast shaft being forced into adjacent
passages in a coal seam by a fall of strata from the sides of the shaft or by a cage or some material in the shaft, the
igniting caused by the temporary ventilating furnace nearby. At the time of the accident, Mr. Atkinson adds, the only
people working nearby were those trying to erect stoppings in passages leading to the upcast shaft to stop the fire
spreading. The questions he believes should be asked concern whether having a ventilating furnace so near to a
shaft lined with wood and having wood fittings was wise, whether sufficient precautions had been taken against a
fire in the shaft and whether steps taken to fight the fire were adequate. He concludes that he knows of no rules in
the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 or the Special Rules that specifically deals with the problem.

NEIMME-JBA-6-846
6th June/7th June 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-845.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren,Lawlash (?) dated 6th June, declining to visit Kinnedar colliery since he
believes it to be covered up so nothing can be seen or done. He adds that he will meet him at Hamilton court the
next Tuesday to discuss the matter(see NEIMME-JBA-6-845 above).

NEIMME-JBA-6-847
6th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Waterloo coal company, Carluke, advising them that their plan to continue at
Waterloo colliery without a certificated manager would probably be fine if they had 30 men or less working
underground at any one time, as mines with this amount are not required to have a certificated manager unless
specifically asked for by the Inspector involved.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barr of Ross colliery, Hamilton,confirming that the colliery have begun
working the Main Coal seam in their no.1 mine.

NEIMME-JBA-6-848
7th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson remarking that he has only one volume of the North of
England Mining Transactions at Glasgow and does not know which number it is. He adds that he thinks the Quarter

colliery enquiry was badly handled by an inexperienced commissioner who took no advice and could not see it as a
simple fight between the miners agents and the mine owners. He notes that he also involved Mr. Ronaldson as an
assessor but despite having sanction to assist him in the investigation of the accident took no part bar giving
evidence. He continues with his belief that Scotland will probably follow England's way of handling such affairs after
the passing of the Fatal Accidents Enquiry bill. He concludes by mentioning a forthcoming public enquiry into a Fife
fire which he sees as a simple case of placing a furnace too near to a wooden lined shaft (see NEIMME-JBA-6-846,
2nd letter etc.) and that he is still expecting copies of Quarry Rules.
The second from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office advising Mr. Calderwood at Kinnedar colliery, Dunfermline, not to
open their downcast shaft the following Monday (see letter above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-849
7th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. Calderwood at Kinnedar colliery, Dunfermline, advising him not to open the
downcast shaft the next Monday as he is planning. He suggests that the matter can be discussed the next
Wednesday the 12th when he can visit. He advises that he wishes Mr. Cooper the undermanager, Hind and Morgan
the Inspectors, Mr. Connor the bottomer at the Jersey seam and Lockhart Blelloch to attend and sign statements
(see NEIMME-JBA-6-848, both letters etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-850
8th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking that the Fatal Accidents (Scotland) Bill not be altered regarding the position of an Inspector
of Mines as defined in there, after reading a copy forwarded to him and printed as no.143 on the 28th February
1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-851
8th June/11th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Fork, Grant and sons at Newhome colliery,Hamilton, confirming that the company
have taken (over) the Newhome coal field near the Quarter colliery and have opened an old shaft to the Virtuewell
coal at 16 fathoms.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Short,Hamilton, dated 11th June, promising to enquire further into
irregularities at Clyde colliery and informing him that Mr. Johnstone had been to Wellhall inquiring about the death
of Thomas Simpson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-852
8th June/11th June 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of William Forsyth as the
manager of Knownoble colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company,Falkirk, dated 11th June, returning their plan of the
Glen mine and advising that it be sent to the Secretary of State immediately in the enclosed envelope which will not
need a stamp.

NEIMME-JBA-6-853
11th June/12th June 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas
Simpson by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of
Archibald Finlayson by Mr. Johnstone.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Brown, Miner's Secretary,Dalkeith, dated 12th June, promising to enquire further
into the death of John Lane.

NEIMME-JBA-6-854
15th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Barr and Higgins at Brownhill colliery, Shotts, concerning Brownhill coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-855
15th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, asking for permission to begin proceedings against Hutchison Birt, the manager of the Mauricewood
mine in Edinburgh for failing to ventilate the drift or narrow working place at the mine leading to the death of John
Lane, and breaching General Rule 1 Section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887(see NEIMME-JBA-6-853, 3rd
letter).

NEIMME-JBA-6-856
15th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairingone Coal company,Dunfermline, confirming that that they are beginning
operations planning to work the coal at Blairingone by opening a shaft.

NEIMME-JBA-6-857

15th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, trying once again to endorse Mr. Johnstone's application for leave of absence for twenty days
between the 15th July and the 15th September, replying to a Home Office objection that in previous years he has
been able to take his Summer leave in this way. He adds that this method is useful since Mr. Johnstone takes his
leave in the district and can be recalled if any urgent work is needed to be done for a number of days.

NEIMME-JBA-6-858
15th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas King and company, Motherwell, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
accident to George Smith.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Kirkby at Wellsgreen colliery, Fife, confirming that they have begun to work the
seven feet coal at the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-859
15th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone and a
letter from R. Brown of the Mid and East Lothian Miner's Association with notes from Mr. Johnstone on the death of
John Lane (see NEIMME-JBA-6-855 etc.) He adds his belief that both the manager and the oversman should be
proceeded against for breaching General Rule 1 and General Rules 6 and 7 respectively and has written to to the
Home Secretary for permission to do so.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.C. Theedam, Dudley, Worcester, informing him that as of the time of writing no
list of Quarries has been published for the use of the public and the one for Home Office use is not sufficiently
complete to be issued.

NEIMME-JBA-6-860
17th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Mid and East Lothian Miners Association,Dalkeith, promising to look further
into irregularities at Waldie's Tranent (?) colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Grant at Newhouse colliery,Hamilton, confirming the appointment of Mr.
Grant as the manager of the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-861

19th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable H.H. Asquith, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, confirming receipt of a warrant appointing him as assessor to Alexander Ore and holding an
investigation into a fatal accident at Kinnedar colliery on the 31st May 1895 (see NEIMME-JBA-6-849 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-862
19th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Ritchie at Gartness colliery, Airdrie, confirming that the Upper Drumgray seam at
the collieries' no.2 pit was opened up on March 2nd 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-863
19th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thomson advising Mr. Thomson to fill in answers to queries about the death of
George Lyness since he did not take down these details when he visited the colliery involved as he did not believe
that Mr. Lyness' injuries would prove fatal. He asks him to note the hour the deceased began his shift (on the day of
the accident), the time of the accident, the depth of the pit at the time, the depth of the surface the wood fell from,
the dimensions of wood, the size of the shaft, the name of the sinker who sent away the rope and to make two
sketches, one showing the position of the wood in the shaft and the other showing the sinkers grip.

NEIMME-JBA-6-864
19th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. LeNeve Foster containing information on oil shale and Calciferous Sandstone. He
informs him that his belief that the shale mines are not coal producing is correct and that the Calciferous Sandstone
series had only yielded 3,172 tons of coal (that year) as noted in table 3 of his report. He adds that only one coal
seam in the series for the Houston coal is of any value and that it is usually only worked when strikes elsewhere
necessitate emergency supplies, while one oil shale seam contains about one foot of coal but has not been worked
in years. The oil shale worked from oil shale in general, he continues, seems free from any other mineral of value and
that gained from the upper and lower coal measures is hard to distinguish from casual or parrot coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-865
22nd June 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-6-866, 2nd letter) on the death of
William Beveridge. The 58 year old repairer or reddsman was fatally injured by a fall of stone from the roof of a
communication road in the Dunfermline Splint seam connecting the no.7 pit at Cowdenbeath and the Foulford pit,
both owned by the Cowdenbeath Coal company, on the 19th June 1895 at approximately 8.30 a.m. The injuries
proved fatal soon after he was returned to his home. After visiting the scene of the incident a day later, Mr. Atkinson
concluded that blame could not be attached to any person. The deceased was in charge of repairing other roads as
well as the one he was injured on and was very experienced at his job. On the day of the accident the deceased,

accompanied by another repairer, 67 year old John Adamson and a boy called Hugh Murray began work at around
6a.m. and began by redding a fall and securing the road involved. The coal there had been worked by the longwall
method and storage of waste was on both sides with about 9 feet of it on the low side. The seam was 4 and a half
feet thick and overlaid by 10 feet of blaes intersected by a number of lipes. As the men removed the fallen stones
from an old lye on the road which was then 8ft. wide they were built on the side of the road. Mr. Atkinson noted
that there was an adequate supply of timber for holding up the roof if the deceased had thought it necessary. At the
time of the accident the deceased was using a pick to take down stone when some fell and injured him. Messrs.
Adamson and Murray released him and put him in a safe position. Mr. Adamson estimated that the stone that fell on
him from the high side was about a hutch load, and Mr. Atkinson noted a lot more had fallen by the time he
investigated the area.

NEIMME-JBA-6-866
22nd June 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-865.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports on the deaths
of William Beveridge (see NEIMME-JBA-6-865 above) and William Anderson (see NEIMME-JBA-6-867/868 below).

NEIMME-JBA-6-867/868
22nd June 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6- 866, 2nd letter above) on the
death of William Anderson. The 52 year old coal miner was instantly killed by a fall of coal in his working place in the
Shallowdrum seam of the no.7 pit at Townhill colliery owned by the Townhill Coal company on the 18th June 1895 at
about 8.15 a.m. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later Mr. Atkinson concluded that no person could
be blamed for the accident. The manager of the mine had chalked off an area a day or two before the accident to
use for extending a dook by driving into the solid coal until it reached said dook which terminated within a few yards
of the accident. The oversman John Lyatt stated that he had carefully examined the roof as he knew the stone could
be treacherous but could see no danger, a fact which Mr. Atkinson corroborates by adding that it seemed sound
when he visited the area. Similarly, on the morning of the accident the fireman William Lyatt inspected the area at
6.05 a.m. and thought it safe. Despite the fireman neglecting to mark the area after checking, Mr. Atkinson saw no
reason to doubt the area had been thoroughly examined. At the time of the inspection the deceased had arrived but
had not started his work, receiving instructions from John Lyatt. After 6, he began work, holing and shearing coal
accompanied by his son James Anderson. At about 8.10a.m. the deceased came to the dook foot and asked
haulageman William Lyatt and roadsman John Fleming if he could borrow 2 wedges but was told to wait a few
minutes for the fireman to arrive and give him wedges from a locked chest. He then returned to his work holing the
coal and the coal fell over and killed him. Mr. Atkinson noted that there was adequate timber to shore up coal if
needed, and despite there being no sprags or rances(?) he believed that , as an experienced miner, the deceased
must have thought himself quite safe, and surmised that he was not aware of the lipe as he had not reached it by the
time of the accident.

NEIMME-JBA-6-869

22nd June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, asking him if the prosecutions regarding
the accident to R.W. Rice and the death of John Fowler have been carried out and what resulted from them if so as
he has not been told.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Knox at Trament collieries confirming that proceedings have begun to open
up the old security (?) pit on their present estate, and in the meantime water was being pumped from the Splint
Coal.

NEIMME-JBA-6-870
22nd June 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, confirming that he has received authority
from the Home Secretary to proceed against the manager regarding the death of John Lane (see NEIMME-JBA-6-855
etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry Ness and company,Dunfermline, advising him to apply direct to the Home
Secretary for an extension of time for sinking their no.2 pit at Muirheath colliery and telling them that they can
continue as normal in the meantime. He also thanks them for providing a section of strata from their no.1 pit.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Esplin of Leysmill quarries,Arbroath, confirming receipt of a letter informing of
an accident to Thomas Joiner (?).

NEIMME-JBA-6-871
22nd June 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small,Blantyre, promising to look further into the weighing dispute at Aston
colliery and also to send him a copy of the Mineral Statistics for the year 1894 when it is issued.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wardrop, Netherburn, advising him that to apply for an exemption from 2
shafts for their no.2 pit at Woodside colliery he should write directly to the Home Secretary.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Ashton, Manchester, informing him that he will let him know the time and
place of the enquiry into the Kinniedar colliery disaster as it has not yet been determined, although he adds that the
place will probably be Dunfermline (see NEIMME-JBA-6-861 etc).

NEIMME-JBA-6-872
25th June 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Edward
Murphy by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company,Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Alexander
McLuckie as the undermanager of their Redding colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-873
25th June/27th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher,Falkirk, promising to enquire further into the tare of hutches
at Shieldhill colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke coal company,Airdrie, dated 27th June, confirming that they have
begun to open up the Lower Ell coal in their no.3 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-874
27th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, reporting that in his opinion that even if
Mr. Johnstone is correct in believing that a Mr. Marshall is not guilty of culpable homicide, as a newspaper has
suggested, in the case of the death of John Barnaby (?), as he remarks in his enclosed report that the engines may
have crept away unobserved and the fatality could then be classed as accidental Mr. Atkinson still believes that he
has been guilty of breaching Additional Special Rule no.2 and should be charged with that at least.

NEIMME-JBA-6-875
28th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, complaining that, as appointed
assessor for the public enquiry into the Kinnedar Colliery disaster and part of the court (see NEIMME-JBA-6-871, 3rd
letter etc.) he should have been consulted before the newly appointed commissioner Sheriff Cowrie Thomson had
fixed the date and place of the enquiry on the 15th July at Dunfermline. He adds that he does not propose to make a
preliminary report on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-876/877
29th June 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Whitehall, complaining that he has
received no communication from the newly appointed commissioner Sheriff Cowrie Thomson regarding the
Kinnedar colliery disaster or the date for the beginning of the enquiry despite being appointed assessor for the
public enquiry concerning it. His specific complaint regards his being informed that the enquiry would begin on the
15th July by the procurator fiscal James MacFarlane without being consulted as to its suitability. He encloses the
letter he sent to Mr. MacFarlane in reply (see NEIMME-JBA-6-875 above etc.) and adds that this lack of consideration

seems to be typical of the legal profession in Scotland as far as his experiences in the country since his arrival six
years ago goes. He also objects to the proposition that he should write a report on the disaster before the enquiry as
this, he believes, would be unnecessary and might prejudice any further proceedings that might arise after the
conclusion of the case and asks for the Secretary's support in upholding this position.

NEIMME-JBA-6-878
29th June 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-876/877.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of George
Lyness (see NEIMME-JBA-6-879 below).

NEIMME-JBA-6-879
29th June 1895
Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-878, 2nd letter above) on the death of
George Lyness. The 30 year old sinker was injured by the fall of a plank from the side of a sinking pit at Neilsland
colliery owned by John Watson Ltd. on the 25th May 1895 at about 1.05 a.m. dying from his injuries on the 16th
June. After inquiring at the place three days after the incident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that he saw no offence that
could be made in reference to the Coal Mines Regulation act in connection with the incident, although noting that
the sinker John Cunningham may not have steadied an empty rope which may have caught the plank and loosened it
from its point 27 fathoms from the surface. Mr. Atkinson notes that the plank was being used to support a small
steam pipe running along the side of the shaft and that it fell 47 fathoms before hitting the deceased. Another
possible contributary factor to the accident was noted as the sinkers grip on the winding rope which was attached to
allow the men riding on the kettle to hang on. Mr. Atkinson suggests that the upper surface of this grip seemed to
have caught under the plank wrenching it from its place.

NEIMME-JBA-6-880
28th June/30th June 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J. Logan and sons, coalmasters,Polmont station, asking them to sort out
their perceived problems in ventilation at their North Craigends pit noting that their officials seem lax in keeping air
on their working faces.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Ashton,Manchester, dated 30th June, telling him that the opening to the
public enquiry into the Kineddar colliery disaster has been fixed as the 15th July at 10 a.m. at the Sheriff Court House
in Dunfermline (see NEIMME-JBA-6-876/877 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-881

1st July 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Dixon Ltd. at Wilsontown colliery, informing the company that sanctions are not
legally required against men riding on hutches and, if enforced, are the responsibility of the company involved. He
adds that if the practice was shown to be especially dangerous he would need to take action but adds that Mr.
johnstone's examination suggests that it is not at the Wilsontown colliery. He concludes that General Rule 24 must
be enforced regarding the necessity that the persons in charge of the haulage must be over 18 years of age.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Wheeler at the Home Office enclosing a paper referring to the Mauricewood
prosecution but adding that it is the only paper he has received on the subject and adding that it is probably not the
paper Mr. Wheeler would want. He adds that it should be returned as it may be needed in court.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John
Campbell by Mr. McLaren.

NEIMME-JBA-6-882
June 1895
Plan concerning mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-883
June 1895
Plan concerning mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-884
June 1895
Plans of the Quarter pit at the Newhouse colliery, the Dollar pit at the Blairingone colliery and the Smithy pit at the
Tranent colliery concerning Virtuewell coal, coal and Split coal respectively signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-885
Plan concerning mines in East Scotland containing one statistic 'nil' signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-886
1st July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Cook, manager of Lassodie colliery,Dunfermline, asking him to meet him at the
colliery the next day at the no.9 pit at 3 p.m.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. Whitelaw of Clydesdale and Muirhouse collieries, Wishaw, confirming the
appointment of James McMartyn as the manager of both collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-887
2nd July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, promising to look further into the question of ventilation at
the Splint seam of the James pit at Donibristle colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons confirming the appointment of Robert Frost /Ford(?) as the
manager of the South Broadrigg colliery at Westcraigs.

NEIMME-JBA-6-888
2nd July/3rd July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Thomas Thomson informing him that he has instructed Mr. Johnstone to visit
the mine that is being driven at Eddlewood to examine the efficacy of using naked lights. He adds that driving in
stone does not necessarily show less liability of gas although adds that the danger of coal dust will be absent.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J.Cowrie Thomson,Edinburgh, dated 3rd July, stating that the 15th July will
suit him as the date for beginning the enquiry into the Kinnedar colliery disaster (see NEIMME-JBA-6-880, 2nd
letter). He adds that he has received a letter from Mr. Weir sent to him by the Home Secretary which alludes to the
enquiries taking place during the West of Fife holidays and that he does not know what inconvenience will be caused
by this. He adds that (Mr. Weir) finds that the 15th or 22nd July would be suitable dates for him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-889
3rd July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas
Penman by Mr. McLaren.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wishart of the Oakbank Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of
William McIntyre as the manager of the Oakbank Oil Shale Mines for 10 days during the absence of Mr. Sneddon.

NEIMME-JBA-6-890
4th July 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Emslie and Guthrie, solicitors, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter from them
concerning the precognoscing of Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone in reference to the Kinnedar colliery disaster and
adding that he has referred to the Home Secretary for advice on the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-888, 2nd letter etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming the appointments of James Maxwell
as the general manager of their collieries and Arthur McGregor and John Clark as the managers of the Balquhastone
and Limerigg collieries and the Broadrigg colliery respectively.

NEIMME-JBA-6-891
4th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, asking for his advice regarding the request by the solicitors Enslie and Guthrie to precognosce his
Assistant Inspectors Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone with refence to the Kinnedar colliery disaster (see NEIMMEJBA-6-890, 1st letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-892
4th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour,Hamilton, confirming receipt of a telegram concerning the refusal of
Barnsluith colliery to allow checkweighers to start (their work) and promises to look further into the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.H. Cooke, Professor of Mining,Glasgow, referring to the proposed questions from
the first days exams for a diploma in mining which he returns. He remarks that a knowledge of the provisions of the
Coal and Metalliferous mines acts is essential but questions the inclusion of two questions referring to foreign
mining law unless the lectures that have been given specifically referred to them. He adds that the paper on
prospecting seems very good but adds that a question or two on methods of baring would not have gone amiss,
before adding that they could possibly be included in the second day's papers.

NEIMME-JBA-6-893
4th July/5th July 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police information and
enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of William Smith.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to the British Linen Company Bank,Glasgow, dated 5th July, asking for an
amount of £35, 16 shillings and 4 pence to be added to his account.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Romanes and Rankin,Lauder, dated 5th July, reassuring them that they can quarry at
Bethersyde without infringing any minews act and that no notice is required.

NEIMME-JBA-6-894

6th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Norman McWatt, procurator fiscal, Alloa, confirming receipt of a letter and returning
police information regarding the death of Thomas Penman (see NEIMME-JBA-6-889, 1st letter).
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Ronaldson referring to the attempt by the solicitors Emslie and Guthrie
to precognosce Mr. McLaren and Mr. Johnstone while returning a letter from Mr. Ronaldson that he had received
from them. He adds that he has not heard from the Home Office after asking for advice on the matter (see NEIMMEJBA-6-891etc.) He professes his opinion that he does not think that Mr. Ronaldson will need to testify (regarding the
Kinnedar colliery disaster) as he believes the cause of the accident is simple, but will notify him when he receives
word from the Home Office. He continues by remarking on the new Secretary of State M.W. Kinley that he is a
Northumbrian Baronet with Largs collieries on his estate, that he is well liked and that he supposes he will not be as
'energetic' as Mr. Asquith. (see NEIMME-JBA-6-891). He concludes by bemoaning his golf game while adding that the
family honour has been sustained by Bertram who has won a medal in the past month and a hole competition.

NEIMME-JBA-6-895
6th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan enclosing a form in response to his enquiry about new forms. He adds that
the form has been enclosed with his requirements - the first figure referring to the immediate requirements, the
second to the annual requirements. He adds that the largest number of forms will be needed at the beginning of the
year.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Peden at Maddiston brick works,Linlithgow, confirming the commencement
of sinking for coal on a pit at Bridgehouse near Annadale by the Eastrigg Coal company.

NEIMME-JBA-6-896
6th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Munro of Quarter collieries, Hamilton, advising him to report to the procurator
fiscal the case of Robert Dickson being caught smoking in the no.8 pit of the colliery.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.C. Lynn of Bridgeness colliery, Bowness, confirming the appointment of Peter
Wilson(?) as the undermanager of the no.9 pit at Grange colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-897
6th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster, Llandudno, confirming that he has asked Mr. McLaren to send him
ten(?) copies of the (new?) Special Rules. He adds that the Metalliferous mines in the district have no code and
thanks Mr. Foster for sending him a copy of a lecture on quarrying.

NEIMME-JBA-6-898
10th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, arguing that Mr. Johnstone's method of taking his leave of absence on unspecified days between
the 15th July and 15th September is preferable to taking a specified leave of absence after receiving a letter from the
Secretary saying that specific dates must be given (reiterating an argument given in NEIMME-JBA-6-857). He argues
that he has used such a system for some years and that it is more convenient for Mr. Atkinson that way. He encloses
a letter from Mr. Johnstone arguing his case, adding that if he cannot persuade the Secretary otherwise, he encloses
an application from Mr. Johnstone for a leave of absence between the 27th July and the 10th and 24th August.

NEIMME-JBA-6-899
9th July/10th July 1895
Two lettersThe first, dated 10th July, a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-898 above.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Enslie and Guthrie, solicitors,Edinburgh, informing them that the Secretary of State
has refused permission for Mr. Johnstone and Mr. McLaren to be precognosced as witnesses in the Kinnedar Colliery
disaster enquiry as the Coal Mine Regulation act of 1887 stipulates that witnesses are called by the court and it is not
normal practice to allow Assistant Inspectors to be called by persons who may be affected by the enquiry. (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-891 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-900
10th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to H.M. Pearson, solicitor,Cowdenbeath, replying to his enquiry about the
manager of the Fife Coal company's no. 10 pit. Despite being away at his Largs holiday home and therefore not
having all his papers, Mr. Atkinson adds that he believes that the new pit at Kirkford has Mr. H.rowan as its manager,
if that pit is the one he is referring to.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Thomson at Greyrigg colliery, Falkirk, confirming that the works at the colliery
have been temporarily abandoned.

NEIMME-JBA-6-901
10th July/11th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the
charges against Peter McGarrett and Robert Murray and enclosing a return copy of the Special Rules certified by Mr.
Atkinson.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Currie Macbeth, solicitor,Dunfermline, dated 11th July, professing that he
believes Mr. McLaren and possibly Mr. Johnstone will have to appear before the Kinnedar Colliery disaster enquiry
and that he has produced no report on the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-899, 2nd letter etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-902
15th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, forwarding two letters, one from J.I. and W.A. Dykes to R. Wilson the procurator fiscal for
Hamilton and one from Mr. Wilson to Mr. Atkinson both concerning the the payment of £5 and 5 shillings expenses
to William Higgins, the owner and manager of Hareshaw colliery. He adds that Mr. Higgins had been proceeded
against for breaches of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 and the Checkweighers act of 1894 by Mr. Ridley's
predecessor as Secretary of State (Mr. H.H. Asquith).
He then quotes Section 39(5) of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 which posits that the salaries and expenses
incurred by Inspectors or a Secretary of State will continue to be paid out of money provided by parliament. He asks
whether he should pay the amopunt required and charge it to his expense sheet or leave it for the procurator fiscal
to settle, adding that the doubt as to how thew expenses should be paid might be made clearer if a law was laid
down concerning the practice.

NEIMME-JBA-6-903
13th July/15th July 1893
Two lettersThe first, dated 15th July, a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-902 above.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that he has written to the
Home Office for clarification concerning the payment of expenses in the Hareshaw colliery case (see NEIMME-JBA-6902 above) and adding that he thinks a law should be laid down to make the responsibility for such things clear as he
has not been called on to pay such expenses on some occasions.

NEIMME-JBA-6-904
13th July 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of John Hight (?)
by Mr. Johnstone.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to Francis More, Edinburgh, promising to visit him on Thursday the 25th July
concerning the communication he has received concerning Vogine colliery.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that Mr. McLaren has withdrawn his demand
for Inspectors of Mines' reports and asking that in future parliamentary papers for the use of Assistant Inspectors be
sent to them directly. He adds that the packing and posting of such papers can be more easily done at the Home

Office and asks if this can be done as a favour to him, concluding that he would also like a proper demand book for
parliamentary papers to be sent to him.

NEIMME-JBA-6-905
17th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, concerning an explosion (s?) at the no.5
Lochend pit. He encloses Mr. Johnstone's report on the (both?) explosion(s) and adds that a contravention of the
rules seems to have been made, but no evidence to prove it.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company,Edinburgh, confirming that the no.22 pit at
West Beuhar will be abandoned for the rest of the month.

NEIMME-JBA-6-906
16th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, concerning the death of Peter Bardsley (?)
and informing him that Mr. Johnstone will visit him on the 19th to be precognosced(?) and adding that it may be
necessary to precognosce for him also despite (because of?) his lack of knowledge of the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-907
18th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to James McCreath, Glasgow, providing a possible itinerary for a four day visit by the
South Wales Engineers to Scotland. He proposes visits to a shipbuilding yard, the subway and the Caledonian
Underground Railway on the 27th August, visits to Garnock and Fairhill collieries on the 28th, visits to Newcastle
colliery and Clippens (formerly Peutland?) Oil Works on the 29th and then a trip to the Kyles of Bute on the 30th
August. He adds that I. Walton and A. Russell would be glad to show them round Garnock and Fairhills collieries
respectively and that the subway is well worth visiting witha Mr. Simpson probably able to provide facilities. He
concludes by promising to call and see him if he visits Glasgow.

NEIMME-JBA-6-908
20th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson,Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, apologising for the fact that no reliable figures regarding the output of anthracitic coal in the district
could be obtained as it was most often worked with ordinary coal, no separate record being kept. He remarks that
there is also some controversy over the exact nature of anthracite. He concludes that the extensive and self
contained area for anthracitic coal is worked in the district in common with South Wales and the United States.

NEIMME-JBA-6-909

24th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, informing him that the restrictions placed on Mr. Johnstone's proposed leave of absence
whereby he is not allowed to leave the district is seen by him as a hardship and that Mr. Atkinson agrees with his
position (see NEIMME-JBA-6-898 etc.) He also encloses a letter from Mr. Johnstone withdrawing his application for
absence during the weeks of the 10th and 24th August replacing it with an application for absence from the 15th to
the 30th August, during which times he hopes to be able to leave the district freely.

NEIMME-JBA-6-910
23rd July/24th July 1895
Three lettersThe first from R(ob) Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton to J.B. Atkinson asking him to send his report on the death of
Andrew Brunton at Baton colliery, Dukehead so he can begin a public enquiry under the Fatal Accidents Inquiry
(Scotland) act of 1895 as soon as possible.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 24th July, confirming receipt of his
letter (see above) and confirming he has referred the matter discussed with the Home Secretary.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to Frame and Company,Larkhall, dated 24th July, asking the company to send the tracing
of their Blair colliery plan which he returns in an addressed envelope directly to the Home Secretary. He adds that
the envelope will need no stamp.

NEIMME-JBA-6-911/912
24th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson,Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State,Whitehall, regarding R. Wilson's request for a report fom him on the death of the miner Andrew Brunton at
Baton colliery for use in a proposed public enquiry under the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act of 1895. He
argues that under the previous system he and his assistant inspectors attended all reported fatal accident sites, took
evidence and then provided reports on the matter to the appropriate procurator fiscal with information as to
whether they found anyone culpable of contravening the Coal Mines act. Now, however, he supposes that the
procedure under the new act supersedes this necessity with the addition of a public enquiry. Mr. Atkinson argues
that he cannot see that both systems would work side by side as any report he or his assistants might make might
prove prejudicial to any enquiry. He adds that the new enquiries would be attended by him and he would give
evidence if needed, remarking that he sees no reason that it should be any different from an English coroner's
inquest where the inspector is expected to attend, examine witnesses and possibly give evidence but not be held
responsible for findings made in a preliminary report. He adds that if both systems were continued, he and his fellow
inspectors would spend a disproportionate amount of time on such enquiries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-913
26th July 1895

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley,M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, informing him that the procurator fiscal R. Wilson has responded to his previous letter
concerning the new Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act of 1895 and Mr. Atkinson's intent to ask Mr. Ridley for
advice (see NEIMME-JBA-6-911 etc.) Mr. Wilson expresses his opinion that he should still be provided either with a
report on each fatal accident as before, or at least a statement of the facts observed and ascertained by him while
expecting the area of the incident(s), but thinks that in most cases, other witnesses could be used to prove this. Mr.
Atkinson adds that he is willing to continue to make a careful examination of each fatal incident site and a general
enquiry or even give evidence to prove facts not already proved but does not think he should be treated as an
ordinary witness as he is an assisting public official and should not be precognosced.

NEIMME-JBA-6-914
26th July 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-913.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,confirming receipt of his letter concerning
the death of Andrew Brunton and that he has referred it to the Home Secretary (see NEIMME-JBA-6-913 above etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-915
26th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, suggesting that John Laird the
fireman be proceeded against after his accident since he believes that he must have known of the practice at the
colliery involved of miners frequently going to their faces of work before the proper time. In his opinion, only he and
his brother Matthew Laird should be proceeded against rather than the latters' sons. He adds that they should be
prosecuted for breaching Special Rule 42(2) in the case of John Laird and General Rule 4 and Special Rule 67 in the
case of Matthew.

NEIMME-JBA-6-916
26th July 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines,Bristol, informing him that to his
knowledge only old shale heaps are worked for brick making in his district, while heaps of blast furnace slag may
exist but are not worked.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe of Young's Oil company, Glasgow, confirming that the Broxburn seam of
the no. 11 pit at Polbeath has been discontinued for the time being.

NEIMME-JBA-6-917
29th July 1895

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State,Whitehall, asking for advice concerning a letter sent to his Assistant Inspector R. McLaren by R.G. Slorach
requiring his attendance as a juror at the Hamilton Sheriff's Court. He adds that he did believe that Inspectors of
Mines were exempt from service as jurors.

NEIMME-JBA-6-918/919
27th July 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing the returned papers sent to Mr.
Johnstone by Mr. Henderson and a further report by Mr. Johnstone on the death of John Ramsay. Mr. Atkinson adds
his opinion that the cage involved was moved from the mid-working without any signal being given and before the
gate was lowered. He adds that this was probably done unintentionally by the engineman as Mr. Johnstone
suspects,although the possibility remains open that there was some recklessness on his part and he purposefully
drew away the cage before being signalled or knowing that the gate was closed, violating Special Rule 2 and possibly
being laid open to a more serious charge. Even if the cage moved unintentionally, Mr. Atkinson still believes that the
engineman was lax and subject to violation of Special Rule 2 for not signalling to the bottomer that the gate was
open while the cage was not at the mid-working and despite any confusion with other signals that may have arisen.
He adds that this violation may not have had anything to do with John Ramsey's death but the principle must be
upheld to encourage the general safety of the mid-workings.

NEIMME-JBA-6-920
27th July/30th July 1895
Two lettersThe first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-918/919.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Nasmyth, dated 30th July,apologising for not acknowledging Mr. Nasmyth's
letter containing a section of metals at Doxibristle colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-921
30th July/1st August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B Atkinson to H.M. Robinson,Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories,Dundee, confirming receipt of a list
of factories that have been transferred to him for inspection.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife,dated 1st August, informing him that he
has inquired into the case of the death of Robert Wallace and intends to attend the public enquiry into the matter
under the new Fatal Accidents Enquiry act, but that he is still waiting for a reply from the Home Secretary as to
whether he should still provide reports on such a matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-922

July 1895
Plan of mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-923
July 1895
Plan of mines in East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-924
July 1895
Plan containing statistics and the term nil signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-925
July 1895
Plan containing the term nil signed by J.B. Atkinson.

NEIMME-JBA-6-926
3rd August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Alloa Coal company advising them to apply directly to the Home Secretary
concerning their proposed exemption from the use of cartridges at Sheriffyards colliery who would then pass on the
affair to him for a report.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, informing him that the Home Office has
released a circular which he encloses concerning the time and place of public enquiries in connection with the death
of Robert Wallace (see NEIMME-JBA-6-921, 2nd letter). He reiterates that he cannot send any written reports until
he is instructed on the new procedures by the Home Secretary.

NEIMME-JBA-6-927
3rd August/5th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell, Glasgow, remarking that he would advise them in the case they
mention regarding refuge holes on machines that they would require manholes every ten yards, but adds that this is
his opinion, and not an authoritative interpretation of General Rule 14.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Donaldson of the Auchinstilloch Gas and Coal company,Glasgow, dated 5th
August, confirming that the company have abandoned the workings at their colliery at Monkshead in Douglas.

NEIMME-JBA-6-928
3rd August/4th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, promising to enquire further into the weighing dispute at
Motherwell's No.2 pit.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. McLaren, dated 4th August, telling him that he will probably have to
attend the public enquiries into Peutland on 13th August and the Baton and Barnsluith enquiries on the 15th as he
was cited by Mr. Wilson, the procurator fiscal. He adds that he believes attendance at these public enquiries have
replaced the necessity for them to produce reports on such cases, but has still to hear from the Home Office on the
matter (see NEIMME-JBA-6-926, 2nd letter etc.) He adds his belief that if both were allowed simultaneously too
much time would be taken up in such cases, and the Inspectors would be binded by opinions that could be
overturned by sworn statements, etc.in Court undermining their Reports. He also remarks that he does not believe
that Inspectors should be precognosced as they will be attending the enquiries voluntarily ready to give or elicit
evidence. He concludes by asking Mr. McLaren's views on the matter.

NEIMME-JBA-6-929
3rd August/4th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,remarking that in the matter of the fatal
accident to Henry Burns and Andrew Brunton telling him that he has had no reply from the Home Office as to writing
reports and can't take any more steps until he is informed by the Home Secretary (see NEIMME-JBA-6-928, 2nd
letter etc.)
The second a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-6-928, 2nd letter ,dated 4th August, see overleaf.

NEIMME-JBA-6-930
8th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Leggat and sons at Mornlie colliery, Wishaw, confirming that they have begun to
clean out their no.3 pit to serve as the outlet for their no.2 pit at the colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-931
8th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Sinclair and Munro at Auchinheath colliery, Lesmahagow, confirming that the two men
have been appointed as manager and undermanager respectively of the gas mine at the colliery that has been sold
to them by Robertson and Houston.

NEIMME-JBA-6-932
8th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd. at Motherwell collieries confirming the temporary abandonment of the
Splint and (?) coal seams in their no.4 pit at the Motherwell colliery and the commencement of two mines in the
virtuewell coal in their no.4 pit to open up the upper seams across a 25 fathom dyke.

NEIMME-JBA-6-933
8th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the death
of Henry Scobbie. He adds that he has received no instructions as yet on whether to continue sending reports on
incidents such as that which led to Mr. Scobbie's death following the passing of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry act (see
NEIMME-JBA-6-929, 1st letter etc.). He adds that he hopes he will receive official word from the Sheriff Clerk as to
the time and place of the enquiry into the Scobbie incident,in accordance with the instructions issued from the
Crown Office, after being informed by Mr. Gair that the enquiry is taking place on the 14th August.

NEIMME-JBA-6-934
10th August 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Secretary of the Marine Department at the Board of Trade, London, asking for a
copy of the report on the boiler explosion at the Balhardie colliery on the 19th February 1895.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. Proctor, secretary, Rubisland Granite company,Aberdeen, promising that Mr.
Johnstone will visit Aberdeen soon to inquire further into the injury to George Birnie at their quarry. He adds that he
has enclosed the necessary form for the enquiry for a statutory register.
The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the no. 1
pit at Vogine colliery provided no more than 20 persons are allowed to work underground in connection with the
single shaft, that no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, that the waste workings in the
Kailblades seam of the no.4 pit are kept free from water while being cut by the communication road, the second
shaft is completed as soon as possible and that the exemption concludes on the 31st January 1896.

NEIMME-JBA-6-935
10th August 1895
Two letters-

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairingone Coal company, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of two copies of their
proposed Special Rules and promising to send back one in the near future signed by himself.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, promising that either he or Mr.
Johnstone would attend the public enquiry into the death of John Sneddon once he has been informed of the place
and time by the Sheriff Clerk and that he has still received no reply to his enquiry to the Home Secretary into the
necessity or otherwise in continuing to write reports on such incidents (see NEIMME-JBA-6-933 etc.)

NEIMME-JBA-6-936
10th August 1895
Plan of the Heil no.2 pit signed by J.B. Atkinson, abandoned for all coal due to exhaustion on the 31st October 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-937
10th August 1895
Plan of the no.1 pit at Balquhatstone in Slamannan signed by J.B. Atkinson, abandoned for Upper Drumgray coal due
to exhaustion on the 31st December 1894.

NEIMME-JBA-6-938
10th August 1895
Plan of the no.1 pit at Arcloss in Slamannan signed by J.B. Atkinson, abandoned for Upper Drumgray coal due to
exhaustion on the 23rd January 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-939
10th August 1895
Plan of the no.23 pit at East Beuhar owned by Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company signed by J.B. Atkinson, abandoned
for virtuewell coal due to exhaustion on the 30th (?) 1895

NEIMME-JBA-6-940
10th August 1895
Plans of the no.1 pit at Shorecraigs, the Foulsykes (?) and the no.2 (?) pit at Garringill, all owned by the Coltness Iron
company and abandoning their Ell coal, Virtuewell coal and the Ell, main and Splint coal respectively due to
exhaustion of remunerative coal on the 11th January 1895.

NEIMME-JBA-6-941
10th August 1895

Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to William Hudspith and company, Wishaw, on the subject of Carbaru(n?)s coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Hudspith and company at Carbaru(n?)s colliery, Wishaw, confirming receipt
of two copies of their proposed Special Rules and promising to return one as soon as possible.

NEIMME-JBA-6-942
10th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairingone Coal company,Dollar, on the subject of Blairingone coal.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to D.G. Garforth, Normanton, explaining that he has forwarded his request for copy(s)
of Explosions in Coal Mines to his brother W.H. (Bill) Johnstone as he has no copies left himself.

NEIMME-JBA-6-943/944(see overleaf)
8th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.M. Ronaldson commiserating with him for his nasty accident and reiterating his
opposition to continuing to write accident reports in the wake of the new Fatal Accidents Enquiry act (see NEIMMEJBA-6-935, 2nd letter etc.) He notes that Mr. Wilson, the procurator fiscal, threatened to cite for precognition after
all his letters were sent to the Home Office with his remarks, and that he has advised all other fiscals who have asked
for reports that he is awaiting instructions. He reiterates his fears that preliminary findings would be overturned by
evidence given in an enquiry, and admits previous reports were mostly based on hearsay. He also notes that Sheriff
Strachan has intimated that an Inspector cannot examine an incident if he is to appear as a witness in the public
enquiry into it, and adds that he believes that the Inspectors would be best served eliciting evidence, as they were
very rarely needed to give vital testimony. Any report, Mr. Atkinson believes, should be made after the enquiry and
should be very short, perhaps only noting whether there was a need for any prosecutions in the case. He further
notes that he has just attended the first such public enquiry the previous Friday at Leven and it went smoothly with
no interference in his examining the witnesses but was too long in his opinion. He concludes by hoping that he can
meet with Mr. Ronaldson before he visits the Home Office in the next month and proposes a meeting in Edinburgh
the following Tuesday morning as he has an enquiry to attend that day at the Sheriff's court.

NEIMME-JBA-6-945 (Overleaf)
10th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James Martin of Cults Lime works at Ladybank pointing out contraventions of the Coal
Mines act at their Ramclory(?) colliery- no posting of their Special Rules which were established on the 5th
November 1888 or the additional Special Rules established in the last year; no Inspection of the roads and faces
being made before the workers descend to work; no appointed bottomer and no proper report books being kept. He
asks Mr. Martin to remedy these points as soon as possible.

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Colin Dunlop and company at Quarter collieries, Hamilton, informing them that it
appears that D. and J. McGonigal seem to have contravened General Rule 12(7) of the Coal Mine act and Thomas
Lucas the fireman General Rule 4 (ii) in the accident that led to the burning of the two McGonigals. He adds that the
company should report these infringements to the authorities to contribute toward their prosecutions.

NEIMME-JBA-6-946
14th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir at the Miner's Offices in Dunfermline informing him that the list of mines
for his district has not yet been published but it will contain the number of persons employed at each colliery. He
promises to send one as soon as they arrive.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Walter
Summerville as the manager at Glentore colliery.

NEIMME-JBA-6-947
17th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming that the company are opening a pit on the
property of Leadlock to be called the no.3 pit at their Braehead collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-948
17th August/19th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. C. Le Neve Foster informing him that he has altered the Mineral Statistics of a
colliery in Peebles applying to both Peebles and Sutherland as recommended in a letter from the Home Office. He
adds that the figures have already been published separately in his report and he will not seek consent in the matter.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin, Niddrie collieries at Portobello,dated 19th August, advising him to
appoint his assistant as undermanager for the whole of Niddrie collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-949
19th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, promising that he and Mr.
Johnstone will attend the public enquiry about the death of John Sneddon but adding that he does not think either
of their opinions will be needed in court as they know nothing the authorities or the officials of the colliery do not.
He reiterates that he still has not received instruction from the Home Office concerning the writing of reports, and

adds his objection to being held accountable through such reports to positions that might well be overturned by
evidence given at the enquiry (see NEIMME-JBA-6-943/944 etc.)
The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from using gunpowder
in cartridges at Sheriffyards colliery since the colliery is free from fire-damp and coal dust.

NEIMME-JBA-6-950
22nd August 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Kindersley, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories,Edinburgh, apologising for being
unable to provide a list of works in his district as one has not been supplied to him. He adds that the only list he has
received so far came from a Mr. Robinson of Dundee who provided a list of transferred works in his district.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to P. Herd explaining that if he does not hear from him he will arrive with
Bertram on the 28th August to accept his invitation to play golf at Kinghorn Links, arriving at Kirkcaldy at 8.45 a.m.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Wyper, checkweigher,Hamilton, apologising for not responding sooner to a
query concerning the weighing machine at Coltness Ross colliery due to being at home (or Home Office?) for a time.
He advises him to state the case to the Inspector of Weights and ask him to visit the colliery and if this is not
satisfactory to get in touch with him again.

NEIMME-JBA-6-951
22nd August 1895
Three lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Wood, manager of Baton colliery at Shotts, reassuring him that he is not
infringing the Coal Mines act or Special Rules by allowing his workmen to ride in hutches underground in the manner
he describes.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Ltd., Glasgow, confirming that the company are reopening the no.2
Polkewsnet pit near Armadale Station.
The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman apologising that a previous engagement will not allow him to
attend a lunch with the president of his institute at Garnock colliery on the 29th August.

NEIMME-JBA-6-952
24th August/25th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, telling the receiver that the applications asked for from an
unspecified colliery could be granted since its workings were shallow, damp and free from fire-damp.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 25th August,acknowledging receipt of a letter
concerning Quarry Rules and return enclosures. He advises him that he believes the Secretary of State should

propose new Special Rules but that in this case there is no need to post the rules for 14 days. He believes that they
should follow the procedure used in setting up the new Special Rules of the previous year where after a grace period
of 20 days the new rules become established if there are no formal objections. He suggests that this should be
confirmed, however, by asking the Home Office for its opinion. He also remarks that he has been led to believe that
the Home Office do not want the Quarries act to be unduly 'pressed' and that these Special Rules are only applicable
to larger quarries, which he believes meant those employing six or more persons. He concludes by saying he does
not think he can attend the next federated meeting (see NEIMME-JBA-6-951, 3rd letter) and that he only met Mr.
Cunningham while he was at the Home Office that week.

NEIMME-JBA-6-953
24th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the question of the
tare of hutches at Broadrigg.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Niddrie and Beuhar Coal company, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of
William Hamilton as the undermanager of Niddrie collieries.

NEIMME-JBA-6-954
24th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F. Dunan (Drusen?) of the Armadale Coal company confirming that the company has
begun to sink a new pit to the main coal seam to be called the no. 18 pit.

NEIMME-JBA-6-955
24th August/26th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to the Arneil brothers,Poniel Lime Works,Lesmahagow, confirming that they have begun
to put down an incline plane to the dross coal on nether Poniel.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Armstrong,Motherwell, dated 26th August, promising to assist him in any way
possible with his attempts to secure the vacancy at Gartsherne if he uses his name for a reference.

NEIMME-JBA-6-956
26th August/30th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. McKay, manager of Roughrigg collieries at Longriggend, informing him that he has
received a complaint from P(eter) McGovern, the checkweigher at the no.1 pit at the East Roughrigg colliery. The
complaint was that the checkweigher had been informed by the undermanager on the 21st August that no coal

would be drawn on the following day and he did not attend the next day in consequence. Upon hearing that coal had
been drawn and weighed in his absence, the complaint was made. Mr. Atkinson professes his belief that this was an
infringement of Section 18 Sub Section 3 of the Coal Mines act as the checkweigher had been led to suppose that
'weighing---would not be proceeded with'. He adds that his request to be supplied with the weights that were taken
should be complied with despite not being required specifically in law as the officials have put themselves in the
wrong and should be willing to do whatever's necessary to rectify the situation.
The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to the Postmaster in Glasgow, dated 30th August, asking him to redirect his
letters from his Largs address back to his Glasgow residence at 10 Foremount Terrace from the last post on the day
his letter was posted (30th August).

NEIMME-JBA-6-957
26th August 1895
Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Peter McGovern, checkweigher,Avonbridge, confirming that he has written to Mr.
McKay on the subject of the weighing of coal in his absence when he had been assured no drawing or weighing
would take place (see NEIMME-JBA-6-956, 1st letter). He reiterates his argument from that letter that he believes
their actions contravene Section 13 Sub Section 3 of the Coal Mines act and that, although the law does not compel
them to supply the weights taken in his absence, he is surprised they have refused to do so.

NEIMME-JBA-6-958
27th August 1895
Two lettersThe first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. Carmichael, Peterhead, reassuring him that he will be quite in order in examining
and certifying boys under 16 for work in quarries as the certificate given can be the same as that used under the
Factories and Workshops act and the same fee can be charged as for that certificate. He also informs him that his
addressing the letter to Mr. Ronaldson was a mistake.
The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Station Agent at Cardenden in Fife confirming receipt of sum of money from
the Agent as compensation for buying a ticket to Cowdenbeath while getting off at Cardenden.

NEIMME-JBA-6-959
Blank Page.

