
NEIMME-JBA-7 

NEIMME-JBA-7-1/2 

31st August 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, commenting on an accident that lead to the death of Andrew Brunton 

in a mine in the Shotts district. He argues with the contention of a Mr. Ewell that the accident could have been 

avoided had the provisions of the Coal Mines act been carried out or his further belief that all the collieries in that 

district had been worked in the same culpable and criminal manner as the pit in question. Mr. Atkinson continues by 

arguing that the accident was probably the result of a lack of checking of the workplace by a fireman before 

workmen began, although adds that the matter was complicated by the nature of the repair work being carried out. 

The Coal Mines act as it stands , he continues, does not enforce the checking of a place under General Rule 4 before 

it is to be repaired or brushed, a problem which Mr. Atkinson says he has frequently called attention to and has 

recently brought a prosecution touching on the subject. Regarding the case in question, he remarks that he has had 

some difficulty in convincing mine owners to inspect places prior to the miners ordinary shift beginning at 6 a.m. He 

adds that if the brushers came to work before this shift the inspection would not be necessary, but an inspection 

during the shift would still be necessary under General Rule 4(ii). He also adds that brushers might be appointed as 

inspectors, although adds that their position as contractors for getting minerals may rule them out under the Mines 

act. The miners themselves, he adds, are often expected to examine for themselves when repairing away from their 

normal workplace. He further argues with Mr. Ewell's contention that the case shows the necessity for more 

Inspectors of Mines, saying the problem lies more with lax mine owners than the incompetence of the Inspectors 

involved. He contends that in this case Inspectors cannot be expected to stop miners going down a pit on a Sunday 

night outside their normal work hours. To him the idea that Government Inspection of Mines is a farce is disproved 

by the evidence of greater safety in mines following the passing of the various Coal Mines acts, the death rate 

improving from 1 in every 233 men before the passing of the first act 5 years previously to 1 in 624 during the five 

years following. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-3 

31st August 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Kindersley, Argyllshire, informing him that the most important part involved in 

receiving a certificate of competency as a manager or undermanager of a mine is proof that the person in question 

has five years practical experience in a mine. He encloses a form giving particulars of procedure for the benefit of 

Mr. Kindersley's friend. Mr. Atkinson adds that one of his brothers had worked for 3 years at a colliery 100 miles 

from Calcutta in India. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to enquire further into the question of 

weighing to a quarter cwts at Smithfield colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-4 

31st August 1895 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to the editor of the East of Fife Record, Fife, thanking him for the loan of a newspaper 

cutting containing a report by a Mr. Galloway on the Pittenween coalfield. He asks them to send him a copy of the 

report when it is published in pamphlet form and he promises to pay for the copy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Turners Ltd, at Tarbrax collieries in Fife, confirming that they have started to draw 

coals from their first pit and are making an outlet to their second pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-5 

31st August/1st September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Wemyss Coal Company, Fife, confirming the appointment of Hugh Meikle as the 

undermanager of Wemyss collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, dated 1st September, providing information from the 

annual return concerning persons employed by the Morrisonshaven pit in the Great and Jewell coal seams owned by 

the Prestongrange Coal and Firebrick Company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-6 

August 1895 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-7 

August 1895 

Plan containing statistics (see overleaf) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-8 

August 1895 

Plan with nil written on it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-9 

August 1895  

Plan with nil written on it, signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-10 

2nd September 1895 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, professing his disagreement with the court as to the cause of an 

explosion, saying that there was insufficient evidence for their contention that the owners had not taken proper 

precautions with their boilers. His careful examination inclines him to agree with the opinion of the Board of Trade 

inspectors. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, giving his opinion that there is no reason to disallow the central 

pit or Sheriffyards colliery from exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges especially since it is situated 

between two other collieries that have been allowed the exemption and it is as free from fire-damp and coal dust as 

the other two. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-11 

5th September/6th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the McCracken Brothers at Brownrigg Colliery, Airdrie, confirming their stopping of 

their pit at Brownrigg and their intention to sink a pit to the Kiltongue and Drumgray coals in the lands of Langdale. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.C. Lynn at Bridgeness colliery in Boness, dated 6th September, promising to visit 

Grange colliery on the 9th September to see the area where the accident to a Mr. H. Dowdie occurred. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-12 

7th September/9th September 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher, at the no. 1 pit at Shieldhill colliery, Falkirk, informing him 

that he can see no provision in the Mines act that would help the miners in their objection to coal lost in transit 

underground not being paid for. He adds that the miners would have to protect themselves in this matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the 

no.4 pit at Longlee colliery under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act, providing no more than 20 people are 

allowed to work underground in connection with the shaft at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st December 

1895. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. C. Mackintosh, Austruther, dated 9th September, thanking him for sending  a copy 

of the pamphlet about Pittenween Coalfield, enclosing a postal order to pay for it. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-4, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-13 

7th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, confirming receipt of Certificates of Appointment for himself and his two assistant inspectors, as 



required by Section 70 of the Factory and Workshops act of 1878 and supplied to all Inspectors under the Factory 

and Workshop act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-14 

10th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.R. (Fred) Atkinson, informing him that he knows no-one likely to require boilers 

other than in those places he has already mentioned; that he thinks that the report into the Denny explosion will 

probably find that the accident was caused by gas fired from a lamp or light and exacerbated by coal dust, rather 

than a shot, adding that ammonites or some safety explosives should be used there; that the coal and oil trades in 

his area are fair, and should improve if the iron trade mends; that 'Fred's business will be subject to fluctuations and 

that his family are all well after three months in Fife. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Donaldson at Auchinstilloch Gas Coal company, Glasgow, returning 4 

tracings of the Auchinstilloch Colliery- the 3ft,4ft, 9ft and 6ft. seams. He advises Mr. Donaldson to immediately send 

them to the Home Secretary in the envelope he has also enclosed which will not need a stamp. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-15 

10th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher at the no.1 pit at Shieldhill colliery, Falkirk, reiterating his 

argument that he does not see any clause in the coal mines act which would allow him to act in the case of coal lost 

in transit underground (see NEIMME-JBA-7-12, 1st letter). He adds that wages are fixed in accordance with ordinary 

mining practice and includes the expected loss of some coal from the hutches, adding that he thinks the method 

regarding tareing of the hutches in use when Mr. McLaren visited him seems fair to him and that the tareing should 

not take place when the tares are completely clean or overly dirty. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to the detaining of Mr. Johnstone on the 1st, 12th, 20th 

and 25th of August for approx. 2 and 3/4 hours,1 and a quarter,3 and 2 hours respectively. Mr. Johnstone adds that 

he has not included these delays in his expense account. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-16 

11th September 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Miners' Office, Dunfermline, promising to look further into the problem 

regarding the tare of hutches at Little Raith colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Main, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, returning a police report on and 

proposing to attend the public enquiry concerning the death of H. Dowdie, confirming that the Sheriff Clerk has 

given him official intimation as required by the Coal Mines act. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at Waterloo 

colliery, providing no more than 10 people are allowed to work underground in connection with the one shaft, no 

fire is used for ventilation or any other purpose underground, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and 

that the exemption expires on the 31st December 1895. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-17 

11th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Strone colliery, Glasgow, informing them that he has recommended the Secretary 

of State to grant the exemption for Glentore colliery which they asked for, but warning them to carefully adhere to 

General Rule 13 of the Coal Mines act when boring against the old workings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption for 2 shafts at the no.1 pit at Glentore 

colliery (see letter above) under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people are 

allowed to work underground in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible, and the exemption will expire on the 28th 

February 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-18/19/20/21/22/23/24 

14th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Matthew White Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, Whitehall, putting forward his argument at length for his objection to giving preliminary reports 

for fatal accidents to the procurator fiscal of the area involved following the passing of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry 

(Scotland) act of 1895. Before the act was passed, Mr. Atkinson argues, the Inspectors of Mines provided reports for 

the procurator fiscals on every fatal accident in the mines, but now that public enquiries are held on each occasion 

of a fatality, he believes that the independence of the two positions should be maintained as any preliminary report 

given by an Inspector to a fiscal might prove prejudicial and be disproved by evidence given under oath. He believes 

that an Inspector's attendance at the public enquiry would be ample with perhaps a small preliminary report 

containing a general account of the accident, people who might be used as witnesses, and whether the Inspector 

would be needed to give evidence. On this point, he adds that in the hundreds of public enquiries he attended in 

England, where the system was in place years earlier, he was only required to give evidence about half a dozen times 

in fifteen years, and only in the most serious cases. After making these points, Mr. Atkinson believes that the 

instruction to give the procurator fiscal the best assistance and provide a preliminary report for each accident from 

the Secretary's last letter leaves him in an unsatisfactory position. He quotes from a previous letter written in 1893 

when the new bill was being considered in which he made the same argument, along with his suggestion that the 

Inspector be examined under the same basis as in England where he is considered to be the person most likely to 

bring out all the necessary facts. He adds that in the 9 public enquiries he has attended under the new system, he 

has not provided any report and he believes the system worked satisfactorily with all the necessary facts coming to 

light. He remarks that only one procurator fiscal, Mr. Wilson of Hamilton, has raised any serious objections, and he 

has acted in a rather arbitrary manner to the matter, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-25 



14th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Brodie, checkweigher, Falkirk, promising to look further into his being refused the 

tare of the hutches at the no.22 pit at Redding colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to David McIntyre, Lochhead Fireclay Works, Dunfermline, telling him that the Special 

Rules should be posted up at the pit and that if he asks for a copy at the place where he is paid the manager is legally 

bound by the Coal Mines act to provide a copy. He continues that he should be informed if the Rules are not posted, 

adding that although a bottomer is not legally considered to be under the Inspector or fireman, he should probably 

carry out their instructions. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-26 

14th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Garrow, builder, Elgin, confirming that he has received a letter containing the 

intention to open Bishopmill quarry. He adds that posting up an abstract of the Quarries act is all that is needed to 

be done at present. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, Youngs Oil company, Glasgow, confirming that the workings of the no.34 

pit at Ingliston have been temporarily abandoned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-27 

14th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, proposing to attend the public enquiry 

concerning the death of Robert Wilson. He adds that the fatality was caused by a fall of coal and that three people, 

David Denholm, William Denholm (both of whom were present at the time of the accident)  and the fireman, Richard 

Clark should be able to give all the necessary evidence to pursue the case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-28 

16th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, informing him that at a public enquiry, he was told by the Sheriff Substitute, a Mr. Mair, that he 

hoped that procurator fiscals would continue to be furnished with preliminary reports by Inspectors as was 

customary before the passing of the 1895 Fatal Accidents Enquiry (Scotland) act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-18-24 

inclusive). Mr. Atkinson expresses his objection to the comments, and also his attempt to admonish the sheriff clerk 

for not providing him with a statutory notice as to the time and date of the enquiry by showing him a circular on the 

subject. Mr. Atkinson then objects to Mr. Young's light treatment to his objection, concluding that if the Inspectors 

of Mines are not supported in such matters, their position under the Fatal Accidents Enquiry act may become 

untenable. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-29 

16th September/17th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-28. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 17th September, asking him to prepare a report on the death of 

William O'Hare similar to the one he encloses with the amendments he signifies and then return it to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-30 

17th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a report on the death of Alexander Williamson by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal - see letter 

below). He reports that on his visit to Oakbank mine on the 13th September 1895 he examined the pit head where 

Mr. Williamson had been injured by the fall of a slide and had subsequently died. He was informed that the accident 

was caused by the breaking of a rope. At the time of the accident, the deceased, Robert Jameson, John Barrows and 

James Renwick were pulling on the rope which passed over a pulley and that the foreman and joiner William Allison 

was on the other end of the slide. He advises the procurator that one of the miners pulling the rope, Mr. Allison and 

the mine manager should be sufficient to stand in evidence on the case. He adds that the rope he saw looked quite 

worn, and advises that the condition of said rope should be the principal part of the enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of 

Alexander Williamson (see letter above) in accordance with recent instructions, but advising that it is not intended 

for use in court. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-28, etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-31 

17th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a report on the death of Harry Dowdie by J.B. Atkinson (to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see letter 

below) He reports that on a visit to the no.6 pit at Bridgeness colliery on the 9th September, he investigated the area 

where Mr. Dowdie was fatally injured by a fall of stone. He provides two sketches of the area and suggests that the 

night fireman Thomas Aitken and the son of Mr. Dowdie, who were present at the time of the accident, and the 

manager or oversman should be called as witnesses for the public enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Harry Dowdie (see letter above) in accordance with recent instructions, but warning it is not intended for use in 

court. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-32 

18th September 1895 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Young, secretary, Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, Glasgow, 

returning the report and papers regarding the recent final examination for the diploma in mining and adding that 

after looking them over he sees no reason to disagree with the examiner's report. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Turners Ltd,Kepplehill and Tarbrax collieries, confirming the appointment of James 

Goldie as the manager of the collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-33 

18th September/19th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher, Falkirk, continuing from an argument given in the previous 

volume that he cannot help them in their grievance against the managers over coal lost from hutches in transit 

underground. Although admitting that if they could prove that the amount lost was above what one could expect in 

the normal course of affairs and was not due to any fault on the part of the miners they may have a case, he 

reiterates that the problem is not covered by the Coal Mines act, and they should consult a lawyer. He adds that he 

cannot add anything to what he has previously said about their problem regarding tareing of the hutches. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Main, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, informing him that he intends to be 

present for the public enquiry into the death of Harry Dowdie (see NEIMME-JBA-7-31, both letters). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-34 

18th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, informing him of the procurator fiscal R. Stuart and his attempts to get further information following the 

report on the fatal accident he had sent to him (see NEIMME-JBA-7-30). Mr. Atkinson argues that he is reluctant to 

speculate further on the case before a public enquiry, confessing he is not an expert on hemp ropes, the breaking of 

one such causing the incident in question. He cannot see why he should be called as a witness, and wishes to be 

allowed to reserve his judgement on the matter until all the evidence has been heard. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-28 etc). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-35 

18th September/19th September 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death 

of William O'Hare which he reminds Mr. Lindsay is not admissible in court. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, informing him that the letter he received 

from him regarding the death of Alexander Williamson came after he sent a letter containing a report on the 

accident (see NEIMME-JBA-7-30, both letters). As Mr. Atkinson is unsure as to how to deal with the points raised in 

the second letter, he informs Mr. Stuart he has referred the matter to the Home Secretary. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, dated 19th September, promising to look further 

into a problem at the no.17 pit at Redding. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-36 

19th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has stopped 

working at Caudie pit for the present and also stopped the new coal workings at the no.1 pit at Redford, promising 

to send tracings of the workings (of both pits?) to the Home Secretary shortly. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-37 

21st September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, confirming that he has filled in the necessary forms for the statistics for the district to be used in 

the Annual General Report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-38 

Undated (21st September 1895?) 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Clackannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Uddington, the Eastern portion 

of Lanark, Linlithgow, Peebles, the Eastern portion of Stirling and Sutherland (connected with NEIMME-JBA-7-37 

above?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-39 

Undated (as NEIMME-JBA-7-38 above?) 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Clackannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Uddington, the Eastern portion 

of Lanark, Linlithgow, Peebles, the Eastern portion of Stirling and Sutherland (connected with NEIMME-JBA-7-37?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-40 

Undated (as NEIMME-JBA-7-38?) 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Clackannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Uddington, the Eastern portion 

of Lanark, Linlithgow, Peebles, the Eastern portion of Stirling and Sutherland containing information on oil shale in 

Fife, Lanark and Stirling, blaes connected with shale in Lanark and Ganister in Stirling (connected with NEIMME-JBA-

7-37?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-41 

Undated (as NEIMME-JBA-7-38?) 

Plan containing statistics (On mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Edinburgh, Fife, the Eastern portion of Lanark and 

Linlithgow containing information on Oil Shale in Edinburgh, Lanark and Linlithgow and Fireclay in Lanark. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-42 

Undated (as NEIMME-JBA-7-38?) 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Edinburgh, the Eastern portion of Lanark and Linlithgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-43 

Undated (as NEIMME-JBA-7-38?) 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) by J.B. Atkinson in Edinburgh, the Eastern portion of Lanark and Linlithgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-44 

21st September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report on the death 

of James Dyer and informing him the case does not come under the Inspector of Mines' Department. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Blane, procurator fiscal depute, Edinburgh, replying to his request received 

from the Crown Council to see Mr. Atkinson's report on the death of Robert Stenhouse. Mr. Atkinson argues that all 

of the facts in the case were laid out at the public enquiry, so restricts himself to the question of whether a public 

prosecution is necessary. Despite noting breaches of Special Rule 35 by the fireman Peter Crossan in not examining 

the workplace of the deceased where the accident occurred later than two hours before the shift and noting that the 

manager and the overman, in not arranging Mr. Stenhouse's shift in accordance with the timing of the examination 

were probably guilty of breaches of Special Rule 2 and Special Rules 6 and 7 respectively, he does not advise a 

prosecution since the examination did take place, albeit breaking the limits of time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-45 

21st September 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Walker at Bog colliery confirming a visit to the colliery the next Monday to see 

their workings in the Ell coal under haughs (?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that before replying to his 

note concerning the public inquiry into the death of James Stewart at Skellyton colliery, he would like to look at a 

copy of the evidence given at the enquiry which the Sheriff Clerk has not yet provided for him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office Service to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, telling him not to rely 

on his opinion concerning rope as Mr. McLaren did not see the rope in question. He advises that the rope maker 

should be consulted. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-34). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-46 

21st September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Blairingone Coal company, Dunfermline, concerning Blairingone coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-47 

23rd September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.R. Dick at Milton colliery, Carluke, confirming receipt of two copies of the proposed 

Special Rules at their colliery and promising to return one in due course. He adds that their application for exemption 

should be sent to the Home Secretary who will then forward it back to Mr. Atkinson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Wood at Morningside coal company, Shotts, confirming that the company 

are resinking the Baltcrigg (?) pit from the Bull coal to the Blackhand or Smithy coal at a distance of 14 fathoms. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-48 

23rd September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Milton coal company, Lanarkshire, on the subject of Milton coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Carr, Dunfermline, promising to look further into the danger from gas at 

Kinnedar colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-49 

23rd September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that the Secretary of State who proposes the 

Special Rules on behalf of the government and they go from the Home Office, which he believes works well as a 

system. He adds that he is taking a wait and see attitude to Quarry Rules, as they appear crude and he does not 

profess to know enough about quarries as yet to have a strong opinion. He also expresses scepticism about a 

statistics proposal, and expresses again his problems with the new Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act and 

specifically the desire of procurator fiscals to continue to receive full reports on fatal accidents from Mine Inspectors, 

despite their now tentative nature before the necessary public enquiry. He continues to stress his belief that 

Inspectors should remain independent in such cases and only, at most, give a general description of the case and 

suggest possible witnesses. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-34 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, remarking that he does not think a 

prosecution is necessary in the case of the death of James Stewart at Skellyton colliery after considering the 

evidence.(see NEIMME-JBA-7-45, 2nd letter). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-50 

23rd September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.G. Slorach, Sheriff Clerk, Hamilton, confirming receipt of papers with reference to the 

public enquiries into the deaths of James Stewart and John Mooney, but asking for copies of the verdicts to be added 

on the papers he encloses with his letter. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-49, 2nd letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-51 

24th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Paul, Leadhills, thanking him for returning a paper by Dr. Hunter on the Leadhills 

District. He advises him that if he wants his own copy he should write to Dr. Hunter himself in Carluke as he would 

probably oblige. He adds that he hopes to visit Leadhills shortly. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Beveridge, Linlithgow Oil company, confirming that the company began 

working towards opening a new mine for the dunnet shale the previous day to be called the no.6 mine at Scluiltree 

(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-52 

24th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Hudspith and company at Green colliery, Wishaw, concerning Carbarus coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-53 

25th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.G. Slorach, Sheriff Clerk, Hamilton, apologising to him for asking for the verdicts in 

two cases (see NEIMME-JBA-7-50) when, upon looking at the rules of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry act he was not 

required to provide them. He thanks him for providing them despite this. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Hood, the Lothian Oil company, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of 

Thomas Webster and Charles Gibson as the manager and undermanager respectively of Polton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-54 

26th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I. Lancaster, Baukend colliery, Coalburn, telling him he has received no notice that 

Fence colliery has been abandoned or a plan of the workings which would be required by Section 39 of the Coal 

Mines act if they had been. He asks Mr. Lancaster to provide more information if he hears any further on the matter. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Shawsrigg Fireclay and Enamelling company confirming that the company have 

bought Shawsrigg colliery in Larkhall from William Hunter and company and plan to work a seam of fireclay in the 

no.2 pit and also the Wearshead main coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-55 

25th September 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Fork, Grant and son, at Newhouse colliery, Hamilton, warning them that several 

breaches of the Coal Mine act have been noted by Mr. Johnston at the colliery when he visited on the 11th 

September- miners being employed at ordinary road workings with only one shaft; the oversman's weekly report not 

being signed since the 20th August; the pitheadman's report not being signed since the 31st August; no indicator on 

the winding engine to show where the cage is positioned in the shaft; the brake on the drum shaft being out of reach 

to the engineman; no return signal bell; defective ventilation; no safety gates at the shaft top and the use of a fire for 

ventilation purposes. He adds that operations must be confined to driving a place for a communication road to a 

second shaft until or unless they obtain an exemption from 2 shafts by application. He concludes by urgently asking 

for the breaches to be rectified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts at Thornlea colliery, 

Wishaw, to be extended until the 30th September 1896. 

  

NEIMME-JBA-7-55A 

27th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, asking for permission to begin legal proceedings against agent John McCulloch and manager 

William Johnstone for breaching the following Rules of the Coal Mine Registration act of 1887 at Foalshields colliery 

in Linlithgow owned by the Loganlea Coal company: Contravening Section 16 by not providing the mine with a 

second shaft, contravening General Rule 1 Section 49 by providing insufficient ventilation to remove black damp 

from a travelling road and contravening General Rule 14 Section 49 by not providing a self acting incline with man 

holes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-56 

30th September 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Mineral Statistics Branch, Home Office, returning 40 no.6 forms, which Mr. 

Johnstone mistakenly believed to be expenses sheets. These were found to be abstracts of the metalliferous mines 

act instead. He asks that the remaining 60 of these forms not be sent and instead send 100 copies of the expense 

sheets, or Form no.42 as they are now called to Mr. Johnstone in Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-57 

30th September/2nd October 1895 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Deffell at the Home Office apologising for ordering the wrong forms in his 

previous letter. He continues that he has informed Mr. Jordan and has returned 40 of these no.6 forms, Abstracts of 

the Metalliferous Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-56 above) as these are not the forms Mr. Johnstone wants.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles McKenna, Airdrie, dated 2nd October, informing him that the matters he 

raised concerning the no.7 pit at Springbank colliery will be further investigated and his name will be kept out of it. 

He adds that the letter which raised these concerns was sent to Mr. Ronaldson and forwarded to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-58 

2nd October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J.B. Dalyell and company, Lesmahagow, on the subject of Southfield coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and company, Larkhall, confirming receipt of a letter and two copies of 

their proposed Special Rules for Smithfield colliery and promises to return one of the latter in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-59 

2nd October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Connell informing him that Mr. Johnstone has confirmed to him that the accurate 

tare of hutches is not being made use of at the Dora pit at Little Raith. Mr. Johnstone expresses his opinion that this 

could be easily rectified by fixing the ball to make use of the actual tare, an opinion which Mr. Atkinson shares as 

being necessary to follow the Coal Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Ferrier and Strain, Glasgow, confirming that they have abandoned the no.3 pit at 

Rigg colliery and are working the remaining coal by their no.5 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-60 

September 1895 

Plan containing statistics concerning workmen, mentioning a fireman who does not seem to fall under any of the 

(unspecified) categories. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-61/62(overleaf) 

5th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Wilsons and Clyde Coal company, Glasgow, expressing the opinion that the explosion 

that burned collier Peter Wyper in the no.3 pit at Backmuir showed negligence and a lack of discipline by the 

management there which could lead to disaster if not rectified. The fact that Mr. Wyper fired a shot after obtaining a 



horse driver's lamp which could have led to loss of life had the workings been dusty was exacerbated by his refusal 

to accept the horse driver's refusal to fire the shot as the appointed shot firer, and, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, by the 

fact that the horse driver was not a fit candidate to be a shot firer in any case. He adds that he found the area of the 

incident badly ventilated upon his inspection and was alarmed that immediately above the roof of the seam involved 

he found gas. He concludes that the manager Mr. Wyper appears to delegate the details of the underground work to 

his under officials too often. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-63 

5th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming that on the 10th October, they will take 

over the running of Drumclair colliery, previously owned by James Nimmo and company, and will work it in 

connection with their Limerigg and Balquhatstone collieries under the same manager A. McGregor. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-64 

5th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, informing him that he has been 

given permission by the Home Office to begin proceedings against the manager William Johnstone and the agent 

John McCulloch in connection with the breaches of the Coal Mines Regulation act observed by Mr. McLaren at 

Foalshields colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-7-55A). He believes that the manager should be charged with breaching 

Section 16 and Section 49 of General Rule 14 as far as they concern manholes and that the agent should be charged 

with breaching Section 16. He promises that Mr. McLaren or himself, if necessary, will call to discuss the matter if a 

time is fixed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-65 

6th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren asking him to report on whether the Newhouse colliery at Quarter has 

rectified the breaches observed by Mr. Johnstone at a previous visit (see NEIMME-JBA-7-55, 1st letter) where he 

found only one shaft in use, in order to determine whether they will be allowed exemption from 2 shafts. The 

breaches concerned books being improperly signed,a winding machine having no indicator, the brake on a drum 

shaft being inaccessible to the engineman, no return signal bell, no safety gates at the shaft top and defective 

ventilation through the use of a furnace. If these breaches have been rectified Mr. Atkinson does not wish to be 

harsh with them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-66 

5th October/8th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Laing, checkweigher, Cowdenbeath, advising him that he has informed Mr. 

Connel that the tareing of the hutches (at the Dora pit at Little Raith- see NEIMME-JBA-6-59, 1st letter) should be 



adjusted on the weigh bar as near as it should be. He believes that he will follow this advice although he has not 

heard back from him as of yet. He adds that the actual tare of the hutches should be decided by an agreement 

between him and the pitheadmen and then adjusted accordingly on the bar. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, dated 8th October, enclosing a report 

by Mr. Johnstone on the death of Robert Fosset that he advises is not for use in court. He adds that Mr. Johnstone 

will attend the public enquiry on the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-67 

8th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Ferguson, Sheriff Clerk, Linlithgow, confirming receipt of notice regarding the 

public enquiry into the death of James Dwyer but explaining that since the accident concerned happened at the oil 

works and not at the mine he does not think it falls within his department's remit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, informing him that after 

inspecting the scene of the incident leading to the death of John Kane at the no.11 pit at Longriggend colliery he 

proposes that the best witnesses to call will be the drawers Charles Roy and Joseph Fowler and the roadsman 

Andrew Howie. He encloses a plan of the bottom of the pit (see NEIMME-JBA-7-68 below) and adds that he does not 

know how the cage involved came to rest on the deceased's head. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-68 

8th October 1895 (?) 

Plan by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-66, 2nd letter above) of the bottom of 

the Longriggend no.11 pit at the soft coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-69 

9th October 1895 

Plan containing statistics on sales signed by J.B. Atkinson containing seven no's. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-70 

9th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has sunk their no.2 

pit at Blackston from the main to the sulphur coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-71/72 

9th October 1895 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, remarking on his actions concerning the furnishing of reports to a procurator fiscal in an 

unspecified accident case which occurred on the 6th September 1895. He reports that he first sent his assistant 

inspector Mr. Johnstone to the site to furnish a report for his personal use but did not make one of his own 

immediately and only sent one to the procurator fiscal later after deciding that it might be advisable to send such 

basic details as the witnesses which would need to be called. He adds that he thought the letter would reach the 

procurator before the public enquiry on the incident, but was later informed that it did not reach him until the 

enquiry had begun its proceedings. He professes that he believed the accident site gave up little usable information 

and reported that in a conversation with the procurator he had said that he would not be able to furnish him with 

full reports as in the past as the enquiry would supercede them and the reports did not give the final word on cases 

as in the past. He then reports that the procurator insisted that he still wished to be furnished with a full report as in 

this case he was compelled to visit the site of the accident himself to gain information. Mr. Atkinson remarks that his 

discussion did not mean he refused to supply reports, as would seem to be his instructions from the Secretary of 

State so to do, only that they would not be of a different nature to those supplied in the past (see NEIMME-JBA-7-34 

etc.) He added that he did not see it as part of his duty to collect evidence for the procurator fiscals under these new 

circumstances where he could not prove what took place. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-73 

9th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-71/72. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Matthew 

Neil as instructed with the proviso it should not be produced in court (see NEIMME-JBA-7-74 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-74 

9th October 1895 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA- 73, 2nd letter above) on the death of 

Matthew Neil and the injuries to William Robertson and Richard Martin. He reports that the death and injuries were 

caused when a kettle fell on the men following the breaking of a chain attached to the winding rope which was 

raising the kettle at the time. It occurred on the 7th October at South Craigends colliery and after visiting the colliery 

the day after the incident, Mr. Atkinson observed that the pit was being deepened from the soft coal seam to the Ell 

coal seam, the former lying 16 fathoms down with the latter 34 feet below it, the stuff from the sinking being raised 

to the soft coal by the kettle.  He added that he found the chain was somewhat worn and the broken link worn, and 

that a man named William Forrester had landed the kettle at the soft coal and reported seeing the kettle drop. 

Another witness was a Swede who was at the bottom of the pit at the time of the accident, but Mr. Atkinson 

remarks he might not be a suitable witness, since he speaks so little English. He advises the procurator that he 

should cite one of the injured men, William Forrester and the engineman Robert Arnott along with one or both of 

the contractors to give evidence at the public enquiry. He also advises that an expert on chains should be brought 

before the enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-75 



9th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Eastrigg Coal company, Linlithgowshire, advising the company that if they employ 

more than 30 persons underground their Eastrigg colliery will need to appoint a 1st class certificated manager and 

that when working towards a second outlet they should only employ 20 persons or less as specified in Section 17, 

Rule 18 (i) (b) and that they would not be allowed to work coal from ordinary places at the same time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thomson at Eddlewood colliery, Hamilton, promising to look further into 

his query about prosecutions under the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-76 

9th October/12th October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Beveridge, Kelty colliery, confirming receipt of his letter reporting the death of 

James Forrester. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Connel advising him that although weighing to a quarter cwts may be as near as 

they can come to accurately weighing the coal at Little Raith (see NEIMME-JBA-7-66, 1st letter etc.), the tare 

involved was not made use of in fixing the ball and could be adjusted to a pound (?) without any more trouble. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ronaldson, dated 12th October, asking him to sign an enclosed (letter?) and send 

it on its way if he agrees with its contents. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-77/78 

14th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mr's Wardell, Foster, Bell, Hall, Scott, Martin, Stokes, Robson, Atkinson, 

Hedley and Gerrard, Her Majesty's Inspectors of Mines, asking for them to send on their views as to the continual 

writing of detailed reports on fatal accidents on mines after the passing of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act 

of 1895. Despite the procurator fiscals, who were previously recipients of these detailed reports, desiring for the 

reports to continue to be furnished, Mr. Atkinson argues again (see NEIMME-JBA-7-71/72 etc.) that these would not 

be of much use, being provisional and not the final word on the matters as in the past. Only reports after the public 

enquiry relating only to the necessity or not of prosecutions would really be necessary in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, and 

he also expresses his dissatisfaction with the provisional instructions given by the Home Office in response to the 

disagreement, which he encloses. He asks for the recipient Inspectors to send him their views on the matter on an 

accompanying paper. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-79/80 

12th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to The Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, objecting to the resolution adopted at the last annual meeting of the Inspectors of Mines asking 

that all works that manufacture the raw material obtained from mines under the Coal Mines act belonging to the 



same owner be placed under the responsibility of the Inspectors of Mines to encourage uniformity of Inspectors. He 

complains that such a law would place Inspectors under a much greater strain with no accompanying economic 

reward. He adds that, far from encouraging uniformity it would cause confusion between Mine inspectors and 

Factory inspectors as to responsibilities, and notes that it would bring the following extra establishments under his 

remit- around 20 blast furnaces associated with steel works, a number of crude oil works, refining and candle works, 

a number of brick works, several mine kilns, a lead smelting works and others employing thousands of persons. This, 

added to the extra work caused by the passing of the Quarries act and the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act 

leads Mr. Atkinson to report against its adoption. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-81 

12th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, passing on an objection by Thomas Thomson, the manager of Eddlewood colliery, to a 

procurator fiscal taking no action in a case brought forward by him. Mr. Atkinson argues that he believes that a 

procurator fiscal should always follow an objection made by a mine owner, agent or manager to breaches of the Coal 

Mines Regulation act by bringing it to the attention of the Sheriff if sufficient evidence can be found. Since sections 

50 and 51(3) of the act make the manager of a mine responsible for enforcing the Rules and Special Rules he should 

be allowed to bring prosecutions without fear that the procurator fiscal will demur leaving him powerless to 

proceed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-82 

12th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-81 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of 

James Forrest by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-83 

12th October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

James Forrester by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, expressing his view that the application for exemption from 2 

shafts by Newhouse colliery should not be granted as the pit has no proper means of ventilation. He adds that 

should the ventilation be sufficiently improved they may be able to apply again but until then they should only work 

coal allowed under Section 18 (i) (a) of the act, all other working being suspended. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that Southfield colliery need no exemption 

from 2 shafts at the present time since they have not yet reached the coal they are planning to work. He advises that 

they reapply when they get to the coal and it is ready to be worked. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-84 

12th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, confirming receipt of a circular to be issued with form no.22 to mines where non-fatal accidents 

have occurred. He adds that he will not need any of the circulars himself as he forwards a return with this 

information at the end of each year. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-85 

12th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, expressing his doubts as to the efficacy of a new plan to relieve Inspectors of Mines of clerical 

labour in connection with tabulating returns under the Mines and Quarries act. He adds that in order to test this 

proposed system, he suggests that the Mineral Statistics branch tabulate the quarry statistics for the year ahead 

leaving the statistics for mines in his hands as in the past. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-86/87 

12th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, objecting to procurator fiscal Mr. Wilson of Lanark's tone in reminding him of his duty when 

asking for a report to be made on a fatal accident at Cadzow colliery. Again, Mr. Atkinson complains that such 

reports are difficult for him to frame before a public inquiry is held, and that he objects to what he sees as being 

placed as an assistant to the procurators involved, when independence, in the manner of Mining Inspectors in 

England giving evidence in a coroners court, should be allowed. He asks that no final decision be made on the 

situation until he can place before him the views of Inspectors in England which he has asked for. He adds that the 

new enquiries seem to have proved popular with the miners but not so much with the mine owners, who argue that 

the inquiries breach the Coal Mines act. He expresses his opinion that the Inquiries are a good thing and will tighten 

discipline but only if the Inspectors are given a free hand. He also alludes to some of the procurators objections 

partially being due to their lack of technical knowledge and their belief that the Inspectors should help them 

accordingly,but concludes that they should not be allowed to rule over the Inspectors in the interests of the public. 

(See NEIMME-JBA-7-77/78 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-88 

12th October 1895 

Two letters- 



The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-86/87. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, reiterating that he has twice written to Mr. Connel on the 

subject of checkweighing at (Little) Raith and telling him to adjust the exact tare on the beam, adding that if this is 

done and they weigh a quarter cwts this should be satisfactory (see NEIMME-JBA-7-76, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-89 

 

Letter(s?) from J.B. Atkinson, content faded and incomprehensible. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-90 

16th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew 

Marshall by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Dundonald Coal company, Fife, confirming the appointment of Peter Dunsire as 

the manager of Dundonald colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-91 

16th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William H(ardie?), Machan quarry, Larkhall, confirming receipt of his letter confirming 

the beginning of working at Machan quarry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and Company confirming that the company has handed over its 

Lochouse pit at Drumclair colliery to the company John Nimmo and son (see NEIMME-JBA-7-63). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-92 

16th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson explaining that he has received a letter from his brother A.A. (Ash) 

Atkinson which suggests that either he or 'Bill' should return to Durham when a Mr. Bell resigns. He expresses his 

opinion that he would probably take up the offer in the face of the difficulties he is having implementing the new 

Public Enquiry act which he believes will give the Inspectors more work and less position, unless the Home Office 

backs up their misgivings (see NEIMME-JBA-7-86/87 etc.). He adds that he has forwarded his case on their behalf and 

expects to receive a reply shortly. He also asks for 'Bill's' opinion of the Home Office's recommendation that the 

Inspectors should still provide the best assistance possible for the procurator fiscals involved including preliminary 



reports  of fatal accidents. This would mean, in Mr. Atkinson's opinion, that the Inspectors would be expected to 

write 2 reports, one only provisional and not for use in court, and possibly one to sum up after the public enquiry.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James McFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of a letter with 

enclosures and a parcel of plans relevant to the Kinnedar Inquiry. He adds that he needs no more documents and 

will communicate with Mr. Thomson on the subject as suggested. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-93 

16th October 1895 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-94 below) on the deaths of Peter Frame 

and Abraham Pryde. Three days after the incident which had caused their deaths, on the 14th October, Mr. Atkinson 

inspected the area where it took place at Burghlee colliery, in the Gas Coal seam. He notes that the seam contained 

blaes, Wild Gas coal, Ironstone, Gas coal and rock in a plan noting how much of the first three examples fell from the 

longwall involved and killed the two men. He observed that there was no timber under the fall, but three loose trees 

nearby which could have been used for shoring purposes. He also notes that the roof was fractured as the working 

was up against old waste. He suggests that the night shift inspector, Howard Steen, who examined the workplace 

before the incident should be called as a witness along with Andrew King, the dayshift inspector charged with 

examining places while the men are at work. The other witnesses he recommends are George and William Liddle 

who worked on the next wall nearby to the deceased and the overman and manager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-94 

16th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the deaths of Peter Frame 

and Abraham Pryde (see NEIMME-JBA-7-93 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-95 

18th October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

explosion at Polbeth's no.21 mine. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Jodrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a report on the death of 

Richard Mackie by Mr. Johnstone, adding that he expects to be present at the enquiry into the affair. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.R. Breckon, Sunderland, informing him that Anthracite or burnt coal is produced in 

several parts of Scotland but recommending James Nimmo and company in Glasgow and their Slamannan pits and 

the Coltness Iron company of Newmains in Lanarkshire with their Shotts pits as likely suppliers for his purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-96 

18th October 1895 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Connel in Lochgelly advising him to take a new tare of hutches with the amount 

ascertained to be adjusted on the beam as correctly as possible at Raith colliery. He hopes that this will be agreed to, 

and sees no reason it shouldn't but adds that if it is not the Sheriff may be brought in to arbitrate adding that he is 

coming to the conclusion that Mr. Weir and the checkweigher involved who have written to him on the matter 

would seem to have good cause for complaint (see NEIMME-JBA-7-88, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Laing, checkweigher, Cowdenbeath, confirming that he has again asked Mr. 

Connel to have the ascertained tare set on the beam at Raith colliery and written him also on the subject (see letter 

above etc.) He adds that he cannot give a definitive opinion as to whether Mr. Thomson has contravened the mines 

act, as he has found that the court's decisions on such subjects to be impossible to predict. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-97/98 

18th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson acknowledging 'Bill's' wish to put himself forward for the 

Durham job after Mr. Bell retires, along with a Mr. Laing, and suggesting that 'Bill' should put his name forward first, 

but adding that he wishes to apply also as he is tired of Scotland and in particular his problems with the Public 

Enquiry act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-92, 1st letter etc.) He acknowledges that all the suggestions he made were 

embodied in the act as passed, but he did not think that the old system would continue to be used as well as the 

new, and he found the instruction to continue to provide reports to procurator fiscals in an instruction given after 

the passing of the act and extraneous to it to be unsatisfactory. He again explains his problems in framing such 

preliminary reports with their unsubstantiated conclusions, and his desire that Inspectors be given independence 

from the fiscals. His major objection is to the Home Office's instructions, which leave them as assistants to the 

fiscals, and can see future problems as they try to assert their superior position. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-99 

19th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, informing him that the procurator fiscal R.L. Stuart has asked him to provide further information 

on the fatal accident at Burghlee colliery which killed Peter Frame and Abraham Pryde (see NEIMME-JBA-7-93). He 

adds that he is not prepared to answer these questions, especially not those which try to apportion blame. He 

suggests that he has provided a list of possible witnesses and a general sense of the accident which should be 

sufficient for the fiscal before the public enquiry is held on the 24th October. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-100 

19th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, informing him that he is not prepared to answer 

the questions he has asked further to the accident at Burghlee colliery and has written to the Home Secretary for 

further instructions on the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-99 above etc.) 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-101/102 

21st October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Solicitor, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, (on board the 

S.S.Huidostan?),replying to queries sent to his fellow Inspector of Mines I.M. Ronaldson since the Hamilton collieries 

the solicitor asks about are mostly in his district. Mr. Atkinson provides the following information about the nature 

and properties of the coal taken from the Hamilton Ell seam of the Hamilton collieries: that it lies at a depth between 

100 and 150 fathoms from the surface; that it is about 8 feet deep but the upper 2 feet is not always worked; the 

coal is bituminous and of good quality; most of the seam contains an average amount of sulphur, but the upper 2 

feet contains more than average; fire-damp is commonly found in the seam and safety lights are commonly used for 

lighting purposes; the stoop and room system is used for the working of coal; gunpowder is used to a limited extent 

when working initially but rarely in the second working; the coal is usually lifted to the surface in a dry state and 

spontaneous combustion is alleged to have occurred in the upper two feet of the workings and is supposedly more 

likely to occur in the Ell seam than in any other, but Mr. Atkinson knows of no incidence of it occurring when it has 

reached the surface, although cannot rule it out.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-103 

22nd October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, instructing him that he has been 

directed to supply further information relating to the deaths of Mr. Frame and Mr. Pryde at Burghlee pit (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-100 etc.) On the question of blame, he says that the guilt or otherwise of the two deceased men or 

the two firemen Howard Steen and Andrew King cannot be ascertained until all the evidence is heard. Whether 

sufficient precautions were taken would depend on the state of the roof before the accident, and the evidence 

available on that should also be looked into. He also instructs Mr. Stuart to study General Rules 4, 21 and 22 and 

Special Rules 35,37,40,44,73,74 and 75 as they all deal with questions of inspection and prepping. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, informing him that he intends to visit 

Edinburgh and call at Mr. Stuart's office the next Thursday after receiving a letter from him regarding the Burghlee 

incident and replying to it (see letter above etc.). He qualifies this by remarking that the changing of procedure due 

to the new Inquiry act is in the hands of the Home Secretary and so a discussion of this would serve no purpose at 

this time. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, explaining that he has written to Mr. Stuart after he has threatened 

to cite him as a witness for precognition if he does not provide him with a written statement of what he can say on 

the points he has brung up. He adds that he sees Mr. Stuart's argument as unreasonable and he should be told as 

such. (see letters above etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-104 

23rd October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, asking him for a list of the names of the miner's 

representatives present at the Kinedar enquiry (see NEIMME-JBA-7-92). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Rowan, Hill of Beath colliery, advising him that he cannot make a judgment 

regarding the questions he raises concerning Rule 37(c) of the Coal Mines act or what Mr. Atkinson believes refers to 

Section 16 (i) (c). He adds that he could ask the Home Secretary for advice, but adds that his reluctance to having a 

winding engine and boiler might affect the diffusion of steam which would constitute having the apparatus 

constantly available for use. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-105 

23rd October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Miner's office, Airdrie, promising to enquire further into questions raised 

about Drumshangie, Barblue and Braidenhill collieries after receiving copies of the letters he has sent to Mr. 

Stevenson at Drumshangie and to the managers of the other two collieries. He adds that the Calderbank colliery is 

not in his district, so he has sent on his letter to the manager there and concerns about that to Mr. Ronaldson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two shafts applied for by the Ell 

coal seam at the no.4 pit at Woodside colliery under Section 18 (ii) (b) of the Coal Mines act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two shafts applied for by the 

virtuewell coal seaqm at the no.3 pit at Bog colliery under Section 18 (iii) (b) of the Coal Mines act provided no more 

than 20 people are allowed underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used 

underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible, no light is 

used except from a locked safety lamp in connection with the single shaft and that the exemption would expire on 

the 31st January 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-106 

24th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Nimmo and son, Fauldhouse, on the subject of Braehead and Leadloch 

coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of a letter and a copy of their 

proposed Special Rules for Braehead and Leadloch collieries. He promises to return a signed copy of the Rules in due 

course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-107 

23rd October 1895 

Plan of the no.10 pit at Morningside colliery, Newmains, owned by the Morningside Coal company discontinued for 

virgin coal in March 1895 due to it being unremunerative, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-108 



25th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H. Aitken, Falkirk, confirming that he is resuming work at the silver mine 

near Bathgate and enclosing a copy of the official abstract of the Metalliferous Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Falkirk, advising him that he does not think he can free himself of 

responsibilities for his silver mine by letting it to a contractor. As the Metalliferous Mines act is not as strict as the 

Coal Mines act as to the people allowed to be appointed as manager, Mr. Atkinson suggests that he can see no 

reason why the said contractor could not become manager and be responsible for observing the act on Mr. Aitken's 

behalf. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-109 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to I.M. Ferguson, checkweigher, Shotts, replying that on the subject of the Tare of 

Hutches he thinks it is not his business when the tareing of trains (?) and tubs is necessary, and should leave the 

matter to the miners and the owner to negotiate themselves. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that he plans to attend a shipping Inquiry in 

Liverpool on the 29th October at 2 p.m. and proposes going there on the previous Monday arriving at 7.15 p.m. He 

asks if 'Bill' could meet him there and/or recommend the best hotel in the city. If that is not possible, he suggests 

that he could stay in Manchester and ask a Mr. Gerrard to meet them there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-110 

24th October/26th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, confirming that his draft letter which he 

returns concerning complaints made against Foulshiels colliery is correct as far as the facts are concerned, and that 

Mr. McLaren and himself would probably attend the Court on the 6th November to watch the enquiry on the 

matter. He adds that it would be a good idea to allow the parties an opportunity to plead guilty before legal 

proceedings, suggesting that the agent involved could be fined £5 and the manager £3 for not providing 2 shafts, and 

the manager fined an additional £2 for not providing manholes. He adds the manholes fine could be withdrawn if the 

manager pleads guilty to the charge regarding the single shaft. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of two 

miners at Garnock colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-111 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-110, 2nd letter above) on the deaths of 

Charles Rae and A. McManus. Mr. Atkinson reports that the two men were found dead at their working place at the 

no.1 pit Garnock colliery on the 22nd October 1895. After visiting the place a day later, Mr. Atkinson produced 

sketches which he encloses showing the area and notes that the stone involved was a soft pikes or calmstone. He 



also provides a list of those who should be called as witnesses to the incident: John Letts and Robert Letts, who were 

supposedly working with the deceased at the time of the incident; Robert Shaw the fireman; William Richardson the 

oversman; William McCulloch the roadsman and Mr. McDiarmid a miner working nearby. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-112 

26th October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, asking him to provide an opinion on a question raised by H. Rowan, the manager of the Hill of Beath colliery 

in Fife. Mr. Rowan asks whether it is necessary to keep a steady supply of steam in a shaft which is only used as an 

outlet in case of an accident in the working shaft and has the necessary steam engine and boiler if so needed (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-104, 2nd letter). Mr. Atkinson notes that Section 16 (i) (c) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 

specifies that  proper apparatus for raising and lowering persons at each shaft or outlet should be kept on the works 

belonging to the mine and that the apparatus, if not in actual use, should be constantly available. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-113 

26th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, replying to a letter concerning the deaths of M. 

O'Neil and R. Martin. He suggests that the iron chain involved should have been able to support one and three 

quarter tons and that the actual load of 15 cwt should have been safely lifted provided the iron was free of flaw, was 

not subject to a sudden jerk and was of fair quality. He adds that iron does change with use, however, and can 

become more crystalline and brittle. He suggests that it should be checked to see whether it has been annealed by 

fire to prolong its use. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, confirming receipt of a letter about 

Foulshiels colliery and promising to look further into the questions raised. On the subject of an incident at the no.3 

pit at Dalmeny, he returns police information and promises that he will forward a report to be written by Mr. 

Johnstone as soon as it arrives.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-114 

26th October/27th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by Shieldhill 

Colliery owned by the Milton coal company under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided that no more 

than 20 people work underground at any one time in connection with the one shaft, no fire is used for ventilation or 

any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 30th June 

1896. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, dated 27th October, informing him that he had advised the Home 

Office that Newhouse colliery should not be allowed exemption from 2 shafts as they have no proper means of 

ventilating their pit and should only be considered again when this has been rectified, with only the working of coal 



allowed under Section 18 (i) (a) to be allowed until then. He adds that he will be at home the next day and Tuesday 

to take up any accident he becomes aware of. He also asks for a report on what happened during a conversation 

with Mr. Munro regarding the prosecution of the McGonigals. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-115 

28th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

George Meldrum by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Bennett, Shotts, confirming that a pit has been sunk to the Virtuewell 

coal on the Hartwoodhill estate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-116 

30th October 1895 

Two letters- 

The  first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Dow by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company, Newmains, confirming that they have stopped 

working the Virtuewell coal at their no. 11 Cathburn pit and that the pit is now closed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-117 

30th October 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Munro informing him that he is visiting the Quarter colliery at noon the next day 

and would like to see him then. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thomsen informing him that he plans to visit Eddlewood colliery the next 

day at around 2 p.m. and would like to see him then. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning complaints from Foulshiels 

colliery which he has signed and also enclosing a report on the death of Robert Aitken by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-118 

31st October 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.Cowrie Thomson, Edinburgh, enclosing a draft report, plans and all papers forwarded to 

him by Mr. McFarlane on the subject of the Kinnedar Colliery inquiry, the latter in two letters which he also encloses. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-119 

October 1895 

Plan containing statistics(on mines) with nil marked underneath. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-120 

October 1895 

Plan containing statistics(on mines) with nil marked underneath (see Overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-121 

1st November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, commenting on the perceived lack of discipline in mines in the 

Hamilton district and what he sees as the reluctance and delay the authorities are showing to prosecute workers for 

this, mentioning that the pits are the most fiery and dusty in the district and his prior letter on the subject. 

Thye second from J.B. Atkinson to A Thompson, Grayrigg Coal company, Blackbraes, Falkirk, confirming that they 

have started to take coals out of their Grayrigg no.2 pit to allow them to pump water from the under seams. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-122 

4th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Inspector of Mines,Halifax, Nova Scotia, remarking on laws and Special Rules 

relating to coal cutting machines. He mentions that there are several such machines at work in his district, most 

using compressed air but some being trialled using electricity as the source power. He adds that there has not been a 

need as yet to set any Special Rules relating to the machines, enclosing the other Special Rules in force in his district. 

The main advantage of such machines, in his opinion, is that they retrieve larger pieces of coal. They are usually 

attended by 3 or 4 men during the night and then during the day the coal is taken down and filled. He concludes that 

although the trade in coal is depressed at the moment, the opening of many new mines shows that there is plenty of 

confidence in the future. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Johnston at Loganlea colliery, West Calder, informing him that Mr. 

McLaren will visit Foulshiels colliery shortly to ascertain whether he can advise the Home Secretary to allow them an 

exemption from 2 shafts, but reminds them that in the meantime they must stick to the law and prohibit the 

working of any coal except that specified in Section 18 (i) (a) of the act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-123 



5th November/6th November 1895 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that James Nisbet is not eligible to receive a certificate as an 

undermanager of a mine as he was not working in a position necessary to qualify at the time of the passing of the 

1887 act or in the preceding 5 years. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Stevenson, Drumshangie Coal company, Airdrie,dated 6th November, 

advising the company to apply directly to the Home Secretary about their application for exemption at their no. 10 

pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson , receiver unknown, informing the receivers that he has written a letter asking the 

Shawrigg colliery whether there is a suitable vacancy or vacancies available (for a firebrickmaker and his sons- see 

letter below). 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to the Shawrigg Fireclay company at Shawrigg colliery, Larkhall, dated 6th 

November,enclosing a letter from a firebrickmaker who he recommends as a capable and experienced workman and 

asking if any suitable vacancy is available for him and his sons (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-124 

6th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, Glasgow, confirming that Mr. Gemmell has acquired Hill colliery at 

Netherburn with a Mr. A. Danks acting as manager for the time being. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the 

no.1 pit at Foulshiels colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided not more than 20 people are 

allowed underground in connection with the shaft at any one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other 

purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st March 1895 (sic). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-125 

6th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Eastrigg Coal company, Linlithgowshire, explaining that their appointment of 

Alexander Thomson Walker as their underground manager is not permitted by the Coal Mines act which allows for 

manager and undermanager. He asks the company which position they wish to appoint him to, management of a 

mine including both surface and underground works. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-126 

7th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Milton Coal company, Milton colliery, Carluke, on the subject of Milton coal. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-127 

8th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Foster and Dicksee (?) at Rosehaugh colliery, Avoch, confirming receipt of a letter 

informing him of the accident to Andrew Mackay. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of William Marshall as the 

manager of Mr. Bart's collieries in the room of John Thomson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-128 

7th November/8th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the exemption from two shafts by the 

(incomprehensible) colliery for the Coursed (?) coal under Section 18 (iii) (a) rather than 18 (ii) (a) which the colliery 

mentioned provided no more than 20 persons were employed underground in connection with the one shaft, no fire 

is used for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption 

expires on the 31st March 1896. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Lancaster, Baukend colliery, Coalburn, dated 8th November, asking for further 

information about the abandonment or not of Fence colliery, which he has asked about before with no reply. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-129 

8th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, advising him to send all the papers 

he has received on the Kinnedar accident and a copy of the report involved directly to him for forwarding to the 

Home Office for printing. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons Ltd, Glasgow, confirming that their company has been 

renamed as on the address and that the Musselbank Ironstone and shale has been started at the no.2 pit at 

Southfield, the Ironstone Ladygrange seam has been started at the no.3 pit at Southfield, Operations have resumed 

at Meadowfield colliery managed by James Prentice and at no.1 and no.3 pits at Whiterigg and working has been 

offlaid to the Ell coal at the no.2 pit at Whiterigg. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-130 

8th November 1895 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan at the Home Office asking him to send Mr. McLaren at Uddingston 280 

copies of the no.24 form for the Annual Return of Coal Mines and 50 copies of the no.25 form for the Annual Return 

of Metalliferous Mines all having Mr. Atkinson's name and address on them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Duffell at the Home Office apologising that forms asked for by Mr. McLaren 

included some that should have been ordered from a Mr. Jordan. He adds that he has sent a letter to Mr. Jordan 

asking for a corrected number of forms from him (see letter above) due to the use of an obsolete list. He adds that 

circular letters will probably come from the stationery office on the subject. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to K.H. Garvie, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, explaining that he does not believe 

that responsibility for dealing with places involved in manufacturing raw materials such as the brickworks connected 

with the Lockhead Fireclay company, Street Brothers and Craig has not yet been transferred legally from Factory to 

Mine Inspectors so problems should be dealt with as it has been in the past for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-131 

9th November 1895 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-132, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Henry Yeardley. The boy had been reported killed on the 4th November by a fall of stone at the level section of the 

Splint Coal seam of the no.4 pit at Barnsmuir colliery. After inspecting the area two days later, he encloses a sketch 

of the area and reports that he found a large stone that had fallen close to the face, which he ascertained had been 

released on three sides by drys or natural bucks in the strata set free by a new break. He could not find any timber 

under the stone but could not rule it out since the area had not been cleared at the time. He did find timber close by 

in the roadway which could have been used for shoring up the area. His suggestions for witnesses for the public 

enquiry were the deceased's father William Yeardley and the fireman Alex Colquhoun, with the possible addition of 

the miner Malcolm Allen who was working nearby at the time of the accident and was quickly to the scene. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-132 

9th November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Henry Yeardley 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-131 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, returning the first sheet of a 

copy into the report of the Kinedar disaster and asking for one fair copy of the whole thing for the printer. He 

remarks that a copy of it can be signed by him after printing if that is necessary, adding that the copy should start 

with sir, and can, as far as he knows, be printed on both sides of the paper. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's Agent, Low Blantyre, promising to look further into miners at 

Milburn colliery giving 21 cwt to the ton, adding that the checkweigher at Cornsilloch, Mr. Watson has also 

mentioned the affair. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-133 

9th November 1895 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, promising to look further into his 

question(s) regarding Ferningare colliery when he visits it on the next Monday at midday. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office Service to Mr. Troup at the Home Office, London, informing him he 

can be at the Home Office any time on Friday or on Saturday afternoon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-134 

12th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State,forwarding the opinions of English colleagues on the reporting of fatal mine accidents in Scotland prior to 

the passing of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act as he promised to do in his last letter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-99 

etc.) He adds that the papers returned from these colleagues have been submitted with their views separately 

recorded and forwarded to the Secretary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-135 

12th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark, Ormiston Coal company, East Lothian, confirming that the company has 

begun to sink a new shaft to be called the no.1 pit at Cockam colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-136 

13th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson enquiring about his Special Rules for boilers. He remarks that if the 

explosion in question occurred in a place in and/or adjacent to and was belonging in the mine it would come under 

the main act (Section 75) If not, there could be a doubt. He also advises 'Bill' that he should reply to (?) that he would 

like to go (to?), but that the costs of removal might be too much and he is aware that such costs are only 

remunerated by the Home Office in special circumstances. He also adds on the subject of reporting accidents to 

procurator fiscals (see NEIMME-JBA-7-134 etc.) he always considered that he was sending information to the Home 

Office with the Fiscals receiving the reports as a matter of convenience. He adds again that any preliminary report 

written before the enquiry would obviously be superseded by another made after the Enquiry had been held and 

ascertained all the facts. In any case Mr. Atkinson argues that the reports were not statutory. He promises to talk to 

a Mr. Digby on the subject at the Home Office on the following Friday. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the granting of an exemption from 2 shafts at 

Ferningair (?) colliery under Section 18 (iii)(a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed to 

work underground in connection with the shaft, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the 

exemption expires on the 28th February 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-137 



13th November/16th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from two shafts at the no. 

10 pit at Drumshangie colliery under what he believes to be Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided that no 

more than 20 people are allowed under ground in connection with the one shaft at one time, no fire is used for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on 

31st May 1896. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Thomson, procurator fiscal depute, Alloa, dated 16th November, returning 

a police report and enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the death of John Hunter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-138 

16th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to C.G. Troup at the Home Office asking for more information on any objections 

on his actions as an Inspector conducting questioning for public enquiries, which he thinks may have been raised 

while he was at the Home Office but which he did not hear clearly. In his defence he adds that he is the only 

Inspector in Scotland with experience of similar enquiries in England and that he believes it is within his remit to ask 

questions at the enquiry.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-139 

16th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell and company, Larkhall, on the subject of Southfield Coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-140 

16th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Rawyards colliery company, Airdrie (?), confirming that John Wilson has been 

appointed manager of Rawyards colliery in the room of James Wilson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-141 

17th November/18th November/19th November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.J. Urquhart confirming that he has spoken to the secretary of the Consolidated 

Gu(?)lf Fields on the subject of being appointed to their staff in Africa, but adding that they leave that entirely in the 

hands of the engineers in Africa and that they are the ones to apply to. He adds that Mr. Barr's proposed visit to 

London to see them on the matter would not help. He returns a report and adds that he will write a letter to the 

Leadhills Hotel to expect their arrival on Friday night and prepare dinner (see letter below). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson the Landlord of Leadhills Hotel, dated 18th November, asking him to expect the 

custom of Mr. Atkinson and a friend on Friday at just after 6 p.m. until the following Tuesday the 25th November. He 

asks them if it is possible for them to prepare dinner for them on their arrival (see letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H. Rowan, Hill of Beath colliery, Fife, dated 19th November, enclosing a letter from 

the Home Office to guide him regarding his queries on provisions for drawing out men at an escape shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-142 

19th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Miner's Office, Dunfermline, remarking that the report on the Kineddar 

Inquiry will not be ready for some time so there is no way he could provide Mr. Weir with a copy by the next 

Saturday. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow informing him that although there is no General Rule requiring inspection 

for brushers in mines he always advises that there should be. The Inspector should not be a contractor for getting 

minerals, as his personal economic interest may be opposed to the requirements of the rule although he admits that 

the rule is vague, for example, in deciding whether a man contracting to take down stone is such a contractor. He 

concludes that the best idea would be to have a night fireman or inspector appointed especially for the brushers. He 

adds that the rule also applies to repairers but that if they are not under contract and considered competent they 

can be allowed to inspect for themselves. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-143 

19th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of papers and a 

copy of a report into the Kinnedar enquiry which he fears will be found difficult to understand. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Logan and sons, Polmont Station, confirming they have begun a new shaft at 

West Craigend. 

 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-144 

19th November/20th November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter containing a complaint 

from an Allanton checkweigher and promising to look further into it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.I. Gibson, procurator fiscal depute, Falkirk,dated 20th November, promising to 

look further into the accident of William Walker at Redding colliery. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Paull, Leadhills, dated 20th November, informing him of his plans to go to 

Leadhills the next Friday night and his arrangements with his hotel to have dinner prepared for him when he arrives. 

He suggests that Mr. Paull join him and probably a friend at the hotel for dinner, adding that he intends to visit Mr. 

Paull's new mining operations the following day (see NEIMME-JBA-7-141, 1st and 2nd letters). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-145 

21st November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William Allan 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application from exemption from 2 shafts by the 

no.2 pit at Blackston under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed 

underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th April 1896. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by Eastrigg 

colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are allowed underground 

at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, 

the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st May 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-146 

21st November/22nd November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Turners Ltd, Quarry Masters, Fauldhouse, confirming receipt of notice of the death of 

James Kerr who was injured at Fallshill Quarry no.2 on the 12th November 1895. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Loganlea Coal company, West Calder, dated 22nd November, confirming the 

appointment of James Wilson as the manager of the Loganlea, Longford, Stoneyburn and Foulshiels collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-147 

22nd November/26th November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Miner's Office, Airdrie, confirming receipt of messages of concern about 

Braidenhill and Drumshangie collieries and promising that Mr. Johnstone will look further into the matters. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,dated 26th November, enclosing a 

report on the death of James Kerr by Mr. Johnstone (see NEIMME-JBA-7-146, 1st letter). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Robertson, Larkhall,dated 26th November, promising to enquire further into the 

system of weighing at Cornbillen(?) colliery and the question of drawers going in front of their hutches at Strutherhill 

colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-148 

26th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer,Uddingston, replying to an enquiry about a fan for Glencraig. He remarks that 

it does not matter where the fan is placed as he does not believe that he will be in danger of an explosion damaging 

a fan on the surface in his part of Fife. He expresses his preference for the Waddell fan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Telfer, Uddingston, confirming that the no.3 pit at Clyde colliery, Hamilton, was 

stopped on the 12th November 1895. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-149 

26th November 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths, Falkirk, informing him that he will visit his mine the next morning and will 

be glad to meet him either there or in Glasgow where he suggests they might play billiards. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Falkirk, replying to a query about Spragers. He suggests that the best 

spragers are made by J.J. Royle in Manchester and they should be fixed 30 to 50 yards apart according to the water 

pressure and air current. He encloses an account of them in the Manchester Transactions. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking for 100 more copies of form 24 to send to Mr. 

McLaren at Uddingston complete with Mr. Atkinson's name and address to go with the 280 previously supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-150 

27th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, informing him of the reference 

number for correspondence about the Kinnedar disaster for placing on the note of disbursements. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, Young's Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointments of David 

Rankin and Robert Howieson as the managers of the no.6 mine at Hopetown and the no.9 and 10 pits at Forkneuk in 

the case of the former and the no. 11 pit and the no.21 and 26 mines at Polbeth, the no.27 mine at Gavieside and 

the no.32 mine at Linefield for the latter. The appointments took place in the room of R. Gemmell and the room of 

David Rankine respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-151 

28th November/30th November 1895 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Dawson, Fife, confirming that the Newbigging Coal and lime company have 

commenced operations on the estate of Newbigging at Craighall in Fifeshire with Mr. Dawson as the secretary and 

Colonel Austruther Thompson of Charleton as the chairman of the company. He also encloses something 

unspecified. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Eggett at the Home Office, dated 30th November, enclosing a proof of 

Kinnedar colliery accident report and accompanying plans and asking him to send him two copies of each. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-152 

30th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, providing him with a corrected list of quarries in his district for use in sending forms for the 

Annual Returns of the quarries. He adds that he has marked those quarries he knows to have adjoining works which 

are non-textile factories or workshops with an F but adds that his knowledge of this is incomplete. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-153 

30th November 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, expressing his reservations about the Lord Advocate's suggestion that copies of the proceedings 

at Public Enquiries under the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act should only be forwarded to the Inspector of 

Mines when specifically asked for. He suggests that the advocate Mr. Sellars' suggestion that 9 cases out of 10 of the 

enquiries so far had nothing to do with failure to comply with the provision of the factory act or such like is 

questionable as in his experience 11 of the 27 enquiries done so far showed breaches of the Mines act or Special 

Rules which had a bearing on the accident. He adds that the proceedings reports are useful, providing information 

for prosecutions under the act(s), information useful for providing advice to mine owners to prevent accidents and 

for the preparation of his annual report. He suggests that an alternative to lighten the workload of the Sheriff Clerk's 

department might be to not provide a copy of the petition usually provided along with the evidence and verdict of 

the enquiries as it has no value to an Inspector, reminding the Secretary that at present the act does not necessitate 

a copy of the verdict being supplied to the Inspector. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-154 

30th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-153. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.J. Gibson, procurator fiscal depute, Falkirk, giving his verdict that the case 

involving the accident at Redding colliery can be dropped since none of the Special Rules cover the accident. He 

returns all the papers he was given, apart from those of the C.C. (Coroner's Court? County Court?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-155 



30th November 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Wood at Batonrigg colliery advising him that if he wants to apply from an 

exemption from 2 shafts at the colliery for the Laigh and Smithy coal he should contact the Home Secretary directly 

stating that they wish an exemption under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the act. He adds that if they only wish to confine 

themselves to work needed to make the second outlet no exemption will be needed- only if they wish to work coal 

during that time will they need the exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of George 

Forsyth by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-156 

November 1895 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-157 

November 1895 

Plan containing statistics and nil underneath them (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-158 

November 1895 

Plan (of Mines- injuries) containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson, remarking that one of the statistics refers to an 

accident that was reported by the owners of the brick works involved rather than a certifying surgeon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-159 

2nd December/4th November(sic) 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Mungo Brown by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F. Mair, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, dated 4th November (December?), 

returning police information on the death of Mungo Brown (see letter above) remarking that he has read the 

information. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-160 

5th December 1895 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the question of women 

working overtime at Kinneil colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd. at Motherwell collieries(?) confirming that they have resumed 

working the splint coal in their no.4 pit and started working the P(?) coal in the same pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-161 

6th December 1895 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-163, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

John Beattie. The 21 year old miner was killed instantly by a fall of stone in a stooping place in the North Dook 

section of the Ell coal seam of the no.2 pit at Backmuir in Clyde colliery on the 2nd December 1895. After visiting the 

scene of the accident a day later, Mr. Atkinson provides a couple of sketches. According to his research, the area was 

supposed to be worked by Thomas Harvey and William Haysmith, but the deceased came and joined them since he 

did not have the proper tools for where he usually worked. Mr. Atkinson also suggests that the supply of timber for 

shoring could not be ascertained, and may lead to disagreement to the safety of the place. He suggests that Mr. 

Harvey, Mr. Haysmith, the fireman William Robinson and the roadsman Richard Cowan would make suitable 

witnesses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-162 

6th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and Son, Edinburgh concerning Braehead and Leadloch coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-163 

6th December 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, informing him that there is no rule 

against emptying hutches into a screen in the manner he describes in connection with (the accident to?) James 

Hunter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Beattie (see NEIMME-JBA-7-161 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts under 

Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act by Balonstard colliery provided no more than 20 people are allowed to work 

underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, No fire is used underground for ventilation or any other 

purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st March 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-164 

9th December 1895 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Edinburgh, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, Whitehall, enclosing a copy of the corrected report on the recently held Public Inquiry in terms of 

Section 45 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 into the Kinneddar colliery, Fifeshire, disaster on the 31st May 

1895 leading to nine deaths. He adds that it is now ready to be published. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-165 

7th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Cowrie Thomson, advocate, Edinburgh, asking him to sign an enclosed report and 

letter on the Kinneddar accident for the Home secretary and send it to the Home Office (see NEIMME-JBA-7-164 

above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Haldane, Oxford,remarking that he has never heard of whitedamp, which he 

referred to in a letter referring to gases in pits in Scotland. He can only guess that the term refers to gases caused by 

spontaneous combustion or gunpowder that has mixed with smoke or vapour for a white appearance. He promises 

to see him if he visits Scotland in January and thanks him for his analyses of blackdamp in Loanhead colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-166 

7th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, returning a copy of Mr. Haldane's letter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-165, 

2nd letter above) on whitedamp, referring to his agreement to meet him whenever he is in Scotland. He includes 

Haldane's analyses of gases in Burghlee pit on the 9th October 1895 providing statistics on air containing blackdamp 

from old workings, with amounts of oxygen, nitrogen, carbonic acid, firedamp and blackdamp included. He also 

includes statistics on the amounts of oxygen, nitrogen, Carbonic acid firedamp and blackdamp in the return air. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-167 

7th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wyper confirming his visit to Clyde Colliery the next Tuesday at approximately 

11.30 in the morning to inspect the workings in the Barracks coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hendrie, manager of Rosewell colliery in Lochgelly confirming his 

appointment as said manager and also of his managership of the Lassodie Mill collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-168 

7th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Maryhill barracks, Glasgow, informing him of the dates of his 

previous two inspections of coal under the Hamilton barracks, the 18th May 1895 and the 13th November 1894 and 

his subsequent letters containing his findings on 20th May 1895 and the 15th December respectively. He notes that 



he had planned to inspect the barracks every May and November and has therefore missed his inspection of the 

previous month. He plans to visit for his report in the next week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-169 

10th December/11th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, Glasgow, confirming receipt of enclosures relating to fire 

extinguishing appliances for which he is an agent and promises to mention his name to anybody who has an interest 

in supplying them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell, Larkhall,dated 11th December, informing him he has received a copy of 

the book God's Treasure Home from a bookseller in connection with his previous letter on Gold in Lanarkshire. He 

adds that if he can find references to Logan or Nathan water he would be glad to receive them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-170/171 

10th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Divisional Officer, Maryhill Barracks, making a report on the coal 

under Hamilton barracks (see NEIMME-JBA-7-168). His report was based on information he gleaned from the 

barracks that very day. He remarks that at the present only the Ell and Splint coal seams are being worked in the 

barracks but that a road is being formed to allow the main coal to be worked also. He also states that the coal is 

being worked in accordance with the method prescribed by the War Office. He notes the amount of roof stone, head 

coal, free coal, stone and pavement in the Ell coal seam and that the coal allowed to be removed from there is being 

taken out in one operation. In the splint coal seam, he provides the amounts of roof stone, splint coal, Gas coal, Free 

coal and stone, noting that the roof stone is tender and that , unlike the ell coal, the amount allowed to be taken out 

is in stages, leaving the first level of the splint coal as a roof which is removed in a second operation. This latter 

operation is going ahead at that time, according to Mr. Atkinson. He notes that neither of the workings has been 

subject to major falls of stone from the roof, noting only that the floor has suffered from a slight heaving in the Splint 

coal seam. He does note, however, that where the head coal has been removed the roof has fallen considerably and 

should be regularly examined for problems. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-172 

10th December/11th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-170/171. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.J. Whitehead, Manchester,dated 11th December, replying to his request for 

information on available Fife coal fields. He remarks that although there is undoubtedly areas of coal that are as yet 

unworked in the area, it would be difficult to pick up a coal field that would be easy to use since the Scotch (sic) are 

eager for shallow fields. He adds that during the summer he knew of areas up for sale but does not know if there are 

any left to be sold. He asks if he wishes to buy a whole field or just a colliery and warns that the business is 

depressed at the moment, mostly revolving around the shipping trade. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-173 

11th December 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, wishing to amend his list of quarries by deleting a number in 

Ross and Cromarty as they are in reality railway cuttings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, miners agent, Low Blantyre, remarking that he can see no reason 

for interfering in the weighing dispute at Cornsilloch colliery but that he will look into the other (undisclosed) 

matters he mentions. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wardrop, Sheriff Clerk Depute, Linlithgow, asking him to give notice as to 

inquiries into fatal quarry accidents in response to his query. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-174 

13th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe remarking that he will visit the Corrennie Quarry on Tuesday the 17th 

December to investigate further the death of George Main, arriving the night before. He asks for the best route to 

the quarry, as he hasn't got it noted on his list under that name. He adds that he will be free for a game of golf after 

the enquiry if that would suit him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Hughes (see NEIMME-JBA-7-175 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-175 

13th December 1895 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-174, 2nd letter above) on the death of 

Thomas Hughes. He visited the scene of the incident on the same day(?) and was informed that the deceased had 

been killed by being crushed as three wagons loaded with dross hit an empty wagon which struck a wagon on the 

peas road. He was caught between these as he attempted to clear a drain which crossed the road. He provides a 

sketch of the area involved. He suggests that Alexander Dewar and Thomas Potts, the two responsible for lowering 

the trucks loaded with dross,and the manager of the pit a Mr. Park will be suitable witnesses for the Public Inquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-176 

14th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, reporting on an accident for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives to the 49 year 

old brusher David Morrison when a shot charged with 13 ounces of blasting gelatine went off in his face in the no.5 

Towncroft pit at Grangemouth colliery in Stirlingshire on the 5th December. He adds that he does not know exactly 



why the incident occurred but suggests that Mr. Morrison may have returned to the shot too soon believing it had 

missed fire. He adds that the brusher was only slightly hurt, debris hitting his face, slightly injuring his eyes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-177 

14th December/19th December 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

William McAlpine by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Waterloo Coal Ltd., Carluke, dated 19th December, asking him to send an extra 

copy of his proposed Special Rules to go with the one he previously sent. He returns a copy of the Abstract of Mines 

act, since that does not need his signature to give it force. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Barker, checkweigher, Slannaman, dated 19th December, apologising for not 

replying sooner to a letter concerning a weighing dispute due to being unwell for a few days. He remarks that he has 

sent on the letter to Mr. McLaren to look into further and hopes he will be able to arrange matters satisfactorily. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-178 

19th December 1895 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Waterloo Coal company concerning Waterloo coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-179 

20th December/21st December 1895 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application of Watonrigg colliery for exemption from 

2 shafts under Section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing that no more than 20 persons are allowed to work 

underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th June 

1896. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Littlejohn, Sheriffs clerk, Aberdeen, dated 21st December, asking him for the 

date and place of the public inquiry into the death of George Main. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen, dated 21st December, enclosing a report by 

Mr. Johnstone on the death of George Main (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-180 

25th December 1895 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Maxwell, Westcraigs, asking for further information about the death of Thomas 

Fotheringham, specifically whether he died from injuries received in Mr. Maxwell's pit, whether he worked again 

after the accident involved and whether the paralysis mentioned in the doctor's report he sent Mr. Atkinson was 

brought on by the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.Comrie Thomson, Advocate, Edinburgh, enclosing the notes lodged by counsel in 

the Kinneddar Inquiry asked for by Enslie and Guthrie. He remarks that they can be sent to them if he thinks it 

proper. He adds that he thinks it is OK to do so, but cannot be certain. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Eggett, Home Office, reporting that a formal letter has been sent to the Home 

Secretary on the Kinneddar Inquiry by Sheriff Thomson and Mr. Atkinson containing a report on the affair to be 

published as the final review of the case. He supposes that it has come into Mr. Eggett's hands, but wonders if a 

mistake has been made as it has not yet been issued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-181 

24th December/26th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Paull, Learhills mines, Abington, confirming receipt of a letter about the 

Inspector for their works under the Factory and Workshop act. He confirms that the works come under his 

department rather than that of a Mr. Graves. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Broxburn Oil company, dated 26th December, confirming that they have begun 

working a small section of Curly Shale in their Crossgree, Carledubs, Haycraig and Stewartfield mines and their no.5 

pit at Pyrthall. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-182 

26th December/27th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen, advising him that Mr. Johnstone believes 

that the only man who can determine the state of the crane involved in the accident that led to the death of George 

Main is James Hatton as he erected it and repaired it after the incident. He would be the only man able to determine 

the fitting of the pawls before and after and that could account for the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Dalyell, Larkhall,dated 27th December, promising to visit the Larkhall colliery 

the following Monday to discuss the possible exemption for the Southfield no.6 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-183 

28th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, miners agent, Larkhall, promising to look into complaints made about 

collieries near Larkhall. He confesses he has discussed the possibility of employing a bottomer at Merryton during 



the night shift with the manager there and he said he was going to. He also remarks that the practice of weighing 

nearer than a quarter cwts as mentioned in the Cornsilloch Checkweighers complaint is unusual, but adds that he is 

not prepared to make a statement as to what the proper weighing level should be. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson advising him to categorize an accident mentioned as 

miscellaneous in shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-184 

30th December 1895 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Sneddon by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that the application from exemption from 2 shafts by 

Southfields no.6 pit can be granted under section 18 (iii) (a) to expire on the 31st December 1896 despite 

reservations that the amount of gas coal able to be worked there may not be sufficient to justify the expense of 

sinking a second shaft or outlet. The cost would be considerable because of the amount of soft material to pass 

through, but Mr. Atkinson adds that there are no special dangers in the pit and that if there is any further coal to be 

worked after the period of exemption an extension might be granted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-185 

1st January 1896 

Plan containing 2 sets of statistics, both signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-186 

1st January 1896 

Plan containing 2 sets of statistics, both signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-187 

1st January 1896 

Plan containing 2 sets of statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-188 

1st January 1896 

Plan containing two sets of statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-189 

1st January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren returning letters on public inquiries with prosecutions signed. He asks Mr. 

McLaren to write up forms as in the annual report to send (to?) with the letters. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Pryde, Fife, confirming the abandonment of Cassindonald colliery and asking 

him to send a plan of the workings to the Home Secretary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-190 

1st January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.A. Kirkwood, Hamilton colliery company, Larkhall, confirming that the company has 

abandoned its workings at their no.1 pit at Loan Farm colliery and encloses the plan of the workings they sent to him 

for immediate sending to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-191 

December 1895 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-192 

December 1895 

Plan containing statistics with nil written at bottom (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-193 

December 1895 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-194 

December 1895 

Plan with nil written through it (see overleaf) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-195 

1st January 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, explaining that the delay in writing the report on the Kinneddar colliery accident was due to the 

raising of objections by the miners to the date and the adjourning of the inquiry from July until the 1st of October, 

agreed to by all the parties represented. He believed that his colleague on the inquiry, Mr. J.C. Thomson, had 

authority to allow such an adjournment without it infringing on the rule that any prosecution of such a type must be 

instituted within three months of the accident. He apologises if that was not the case.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-196 

3rd January 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Findlay by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Nisbet by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Peddie and Ivory, Edinburgh, apologising that he cannot respond to the points the 

solicitors raise on the case of Ramsay Vs. Thornton as it is contrary to his instructions to discuss such civil cases 

involving mining accidents and also to submit to precognition on them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-197 

3rd January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F. Minto, road surveyor, Arbroath, instructing him to return the enclosed form for the 

quarries he owns that are over 20 feet deep and are therefore covered by the Quarries act. He adds that he need not 

post up an abstract of the act in areas where it cannot be protected. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Rosewell Gas Coal Company Ltd at Lassodie Mill colliery, Fife, confirming that 

their no. 1 pit has been sunk to the Bank coal which is now being opened out. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-198 

3rd January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Peddie Waddell, Edinburgh, explaining that the list of quarries he received was 

prepared from information received from the police and that he has noticed many of them are no longer working, 

which he believes must be the case regarding Darnrigg colliery, which Mr. Waddell has written to him about. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Aitken, Falkirk, replying to queries about Mr. Aitken's sand pit at Merchiston 

(?) . He asks him to send circulars on the subject to the occupier of the land, which should have been done already 

and informs him that any place where sand is worked to a depth of more than 20 feet comes under the quarries act 

according to the law officers of the crown. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-199 

3rd January/6th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.F. MacKenzie, District Clerk, Hamilton, informing him that if children, young persons 

or women are employed at the Dunduff Quarry, or if mechanical power is used to aid the manufacturing process the 

lower half of the sheet he has been given is applicable and a certifying manager must be appointed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Littlejohn and Tweddie, solicitors, Dundee, dated 6th January, informing them that 

if a Andrew Christie is not the occupier of the Cottage Quarry he is not responsible for providing a return. He asks 

that they forward the return to the Road Surveyor to fill in (instead). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-200 

8th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, explaining that Mr. McLaren had only visited one quarry during a 

month in question on the 26th (December?) and had been unable to go underground while he was there at 

Carnmuirs colliery. He adds that Mr. McLaren had had his pit clothes with him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Burt, Glasgow, confirming that George Wilson had been appointed as the 

manager of his collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-201 

9th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works, Newmains, explaining that he believes coal washers 

and briquette works come under the Coal Mines act if adjacent to the works themselves. He adds that there is a 

place in the Annual Return for persons employed in washing coal etc. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. McKillop, Stenhouse colliery, Falkirk, confirming the appointment of A. Shearer 

as the manager of Stenhouse collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-202 

9th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Mid and East Lothian Miners Association, Dalkeith, promising to look further 

into the weighing dispute at Prestongrange colliery. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Foster and Dicksee, Avoch, informing them that they need not report accidents 

such as the one occurring to D. Mackay to him but only those that occur at a quarry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-203 

11th January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, informing him that the only factory/ workshop adjoining mines under the Metalliferous Mines 

Regulations act is the dressing floors and smelting works of the Leadhills Silage and Lead Mining and Smelting 

company in Lanarkshire. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-204 

11th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from A. Stronach and son, Advocates, Aberdeen, advising them that if the Kirkhill, Craigevar and the Leochel 

Cashine(?) Quarries are not being occupied and/or worked by the proprietor, he does not have to fill in returns for 

them. He adds that he believes that the road trustees are in fact responsible and should either be sent forms by 

them to fill in or filled in by the advocates themselves under the instruction of the trustees. He also reminds them 

that only quarries of 20 feet depth or more need returns filled in. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Russell Lindsay, Aberfoyle Slate Quarries company, confirming receipt of their 

annual return and advising them to post up the abstracts which they are required to according to the conditions of 

their quarry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-205 

11th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Davidson and Garden, advocates, Aberdeen, on the subject of Balquhain, advising 

them that occupiers of quarries more than 20 feet deep are required to make a return on a form such as the one he 

has enclosed. He adds that the officers of the crown have advised the Home Secretary that sand holes of that depth 

should be treated as quarries and should also be subject to returns, despite no legal position having been taken on 

this point as yet. He returns the form for Coltown for them to fill in as well as they are able. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing him/her that Mr. McLaren had said that the conditions 

of an unnamed quarry necessitated a change of boots. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-206 

11th January 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Steele, Hawick, sympathising with him over his difficulties in compiling an 

accurate return for Geahawlay (?) and associated quarries. He suggests that he returns the forms indicating that no 

accurate return could be made but providing an approximate amount of work that has been done in the past year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Brown, Longlee colliery, Netherburn, advising him that he will be visiting the 

colliery the next Monday to enquire further into their suggested exemption. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-207 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Glen Mine at Callendar colliery owned by the Callendar Coal company and abandoned from working its 

Lower Drumgray coal due to exhaustion on the 11th February 1895, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-208 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Redford no.1 mine and Candie (colliery?) abandoned from working its Midcoal and the Splint, Midcoal 

and Coxrod coal respectively on the 17th September 1895 due to being unremunerative, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-209 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Blair mine at Lesmahagow owned by Frame and company abandoned for the Lesmahagow Gas Coal on 

the 30th April 1895 due to exhaustion, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-210 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Leuchar mine at Greengairs owned by Strone colliery abandoned for the Virtuewell coal on the 12th 

February 1895 due to exhaustion, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-211 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Barns no.1 / Liurigg no.6 mine owned by John Nimmo and Son abandoned for the Upper Drumgray coal 

on the 18th April 1895 due to exhaustion, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-212 

11th January 1896 



Plan of the Auchinsilloch Douglas mines(?) abandoned for the 3 foot,4 foot, 9 foot and 6 foot coal in May 1895 due 

to the expiry of the mine's lease signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-213 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the West Beuchar no.1 mine at Shotts abandoned for the Virtuewell coal abandoned on the 21st September 

1895 due to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-214 

11th January 1896 

Plan of the Morningside no.11 mine abandoned for the Virtuewell coal in September 1895 due to exhaustion, signed 

by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-215 

11th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Logan and sons, Coalmasters, Polmont Station, asking them to provide a plan of 

the workings of their Redford no. 1 pit, abandoned in 1892, to the Home Secretary since it does not appear to be on 

record. He asks for the (?) of the three men killed or injured by the accident at South Craigends on the 7th October 

1895. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow at Leven saying that he cannot think of anyone suitable for the post of 

manager at Leven or its pits, but will write back if anybody occurs to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-216 

13th January/14th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Young, Falkirk, asking him to fill in a form on the sand pit he mentions to the 

best of his ability. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow,dated 14th January, confirming that they 

have abandoned the Diamond coal in their Staurigg pit at Redding colliery and are sinking the pit to a lower seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-217 

13th January 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H. Aitken, Falkirk, confirming that his company has begun to reopen the 

westernmost shaft of their Silver mine near Bathgate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-218 

14th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F. Minto, road surveyor, Arbroath, imploring him to fill in returns to the best of his 

ability on unnamed quarries as absolute accuracy is not expected. He adds that he has no power to absolve him of 

the task. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Gilmour, Hamilton, promising to visit Eddlewood colliery as soon as possible to 

enquire into a weighing dispute mentioned in letters by Mr. Gilmour and a Mr. Wilkie.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-219 

14th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.D. Patrick, District Clerk, County Buildings, Cupar, Fife, saying that they should fill up 

the returns on the forms he has provided as he knows of nothing in the quarries act that would exempt road 

authorities from making them for occupied quarries of more than 20 feet deep. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works, remarking that the Secretary of State has advised 

that workings for getting materials in slag heaps may be thought of as quarries within the quarries act, in response to 

his enquiry about Blaes Hills at Jordanhill. He adds that where the face on the Blaes hill is more than 20 foot high a 

return should be made and that the brickworks probably comes under the Factory act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-220 

16th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Andrew Cordan by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Morrison at Woodmans colliery confirming that 2 new pits called 

Drumcorben(?) and Radleith have begun to be sunk on Woodmans ground, starting on the 11th December 1895. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-221 

16th January/18th January 1896 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. Becker, the Observatory at Kelvinside, asking him to fill in the height of a 

barometer and whether it was rising or falling at the hours given by an enclosed table. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.D. Patrick, District Clerk, County Buildings, Cupar, Fife,dated 18th January, 

remarking that if Mr. Patrick has not heard of the Newbigging colliery Mr. Atkinson was informed by police was 

situated in South Newbigging it was probably not likely to be a working concern. He also promises to send more 

forms to record returns on quarries more than 20 feet deep. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,dated 18th January, agreeing to the extension of exemption from 2 

shafts at Mossbeath colliery since a delay in the erection of machinery has meant that a second outlet could not be 

constructed until after the current exemption expires. Since in all other respects the conditions in the colliery remain 

the same, Mr. Atkinson agrees to an extension until the 30th April 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-222 

18th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Clark, solicitor, Aberdeen, advising him that he has been instructed by the Home 

Office that pits where gravel and loose pebbles are worked are covered by the Quarries act provided the depth is 

more than 20 feet. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Stevenson, Drumshangie colliery, Airdrie, confirming that they have 

abandoned the Mussel Band Coal, the Upper Drumgray coal and the Humph and Mussel Band coal in their no.5, no.9 

and no.10 pits respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-223 

18th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Darmgavil Coal company advising them to send the returned plan of workings for 

their abandoned no.8 pit at Grayrigg to the Home Secretary at the Home Office in London along with a covering 

letter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Calderbank Steel and Coal company confirming the abandonment of the shafts 

and seams of their no.3 and 4 pits at Monkland colliery in December 1895. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-223A 

22nd January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the McCracken Brothers, Brownrigg Colliery, Airdrie, advising them to apply directly to 

the Secretary of State at Whitehall for their proposed exemption from 2 shafts. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and C. Anderson, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Robert Robertson as 

the manager of the Barblues and Westcraigs collieries and Alex Forrest as the undermanager of Westcraigs colliery. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-224 

22nd January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Adam 

McNeil by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Clippens Oil company, Loanhead, confirming the appointment of Robert 

Carmichael as the manager of the Peutland and Straiton mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-225 

22nd January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Callendar Coal company, Falkirk, confirming the company has commenced sinking a 

pit to the Ball and Gutterhole coals to be their no.13 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-226 

22nd January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to send reminders for annual returns to: Burdiehouse in 

Edinburgh; Ashes, Denork, the Fife Coal company, Glencraig, Kinninmouth and Roadbank in Fife; Auchenheath, 

Biggarford, Bothwellshields, Braehead, Broadrigg, Chapel, Corrieside, Garrelwood, Greengairs, Greenhill, 

Knownoblehill, Morningside, North Greengairs,Rawyards Brickworks and Watsonford in Lanark; Kinneil and South 

Broadrigg in Linlithgow and Balquhatstone, Broadrigg and Limerigg in Stirling. He adds comments that Burdiehouse 

has stopped (working?), the reminder should be sent to Mr. Robertson among others at Auchenheath and that 

Greengairs is not (eligible?) containing? 250 tons and 2 men. He asks Mr. McLaren to meet him the next Friday (at 

his office? morning at 10 a.m. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-227 

22nd January 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow,(to C. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen -see NEIMME-JBA-7-228 below) on the 

death of Alex Murray. After visiting Dyce quarry and the scene of the incident the day before, Mr. Atkinson reports 

that the deceased, John Laing and George Topp were engaged on a ledge in the quarry at the time of the incident 

which was about 40 feet from the top of the quarry and about 60 feet from the bottom. They were engaged in 

removing loose stuff from the ledge in preparation for the quarrying operations to follow during a meal hour. They 

had only been engaged at the work for two days. A sloping track led down to the point where the three men were 

working and a rope was used to traverse the track, but no rope was in use at the place where they were working. As 

they were working some loose stuff fell nearby and alarmed them. As the three moved back to the pathway, a 

considerable amount of rock fell on Mr. Murray, who was the fireman in charge of the operation. Mr. Atkinson 

advises that John Laing, George Topp and the mine manager Mr. McCaird should be brought as witnesses at the 



public enquiry which he has been told will take place on Monday the 27th January at 10.30a.m. along with other 

enquiries(?). He asks if Mr Wilson can take Mr. Murray's case as a favour to him before 2p.m. (that day?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-228 

22nd January/25th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-227 above (see overleaf). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 25th January, agreeing to the application by the no.5 and 15 

pits at Armadale colliery for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no 

more than 20 persons are allowed to work underground in connection with the one shaft, no fire is used for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 

the 31st May 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-229 

2(?)th January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, acknowledging receipt of a letter from him on the subject of relations between Scottish Inspectors of Mines 

and procurators fiscal in Public inquries under the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) act along with 6 copies of Home 

Office instructions on the matter and six copies of the instructions sent to the procurators fiscal by the Lord 

Advocate. Mr. Atkinson remarks that he finds the Secretary of State's instructions satisfactory and that he promises 

to try and carry them out with no further friction. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-230 

24th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen, promising to come to Aberdeen the next 

Monday morning arriving at 11.25 a.m. in connection with the death of Alex Murray (see NEIMME-JBA-7-227) 

despite the inconvenience of having no suitable Sunday trains. He adds that if Mr. Wilson leaves the case till last, he 

may arrive in time (to see? take part in?) the inquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Kenelm G. Digby, Home Office, Whitehall, thanking him for his efforts in setting 

instructions for Inspectors of Mines in connection with the Fatal Accidents act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-229). He promises 

that these instructions will be carefully carried out. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-231 

25th January 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Gray, Morningside Coal company, Newmains, apologising for sending him a 

reminder for the returns for Morningside after the returns had already been sent in. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Gavin Whitelaw, Clydesdale and Blairhouse collieries, Wishaw, confirming the 

appointment of John Miller as the manager of the collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-232 

25th January 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.M. Small, District Clerk, Melrose, advising him of the regulations which are prescribed 

by the Quarries act and asking him to send the annual returns for Craighouse Quarry if it is more than 20 feet deep, 

which Mr. Atkinson supposes it is. He describes the regulations- no wages to be paid in a public house, a notice of 

every accident to be sent to the Inspector of Mines, the publication of an abstract of the Quarries act unless the 

quarry is so small there is no house or shed in which the abstract can be displayed or protected and the furnishing of 

an annual return. He adds that there are some rules regarding the employment of young persons but supposes that 

all the workers at the Craighouse Quarry are aged 16 or over and these would not apply in his case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-233 

25th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Airdrie, advising him to apply to the Inspector of Weights and Measures 

to ask for an examination of the weighing machine at Dunsyston colliery if he is concerned at its condition. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Malcolm, Armiston colliery, Gorebridge, confirming the appointment of H. 

Kennedy as the manager of the Gore pit at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-234 

25th January 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, informing him that under the terms of Section 

35 of the Coal Mines Regulation act he has received word that there has been an accident at Eddlewood colliery to 

the miner John Bittles caused by a fall of coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, informing him of an accident the day 

before at Roman Camp mine leading to the miner John Coleman breaking his leg through being struck by a stone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, miners agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into the matter of 

ventilation of Milburn Sprint coal and advising that he does not think that a bottomer is legally required to be in the 

bottom of the pit at all times men are in the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-235 



28th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Airdrie, advising him to refer his dispute over the weighing machine at 

Dunsyston colliery to the miners to complain. He adds that the manager of a mine is not legally required as far as he 

knows to provide weights to test the weighing machine, adding that Mr. Mowat may have instructed his pit head 

man that this was the case and finds disputes of this sort petty. He reiterates his advice to inform the Inspector of 

weights and measures and have him inspect the machine (see NEIMME-JBA-7-233, 1st letter). He concludes that if 

he was being prevented from examining the machine altogether the situation would be different. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to P. Timmons, checkweigher, Airdrie, promising to look further into the matter of 

deductions at Jurders(?) pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-236 

28th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone advising him what to do with various institutions and their annual 

returns, informing him that: Burdishouse was not worked in the past year; Ashes has had a reminder sent and needs 

to be contacted again; Denend, Lillishill and Birkenshaw have not been worked; Braehead has sent in a return; 

Loathston needs to be reminded again; Greenfoot and Blair have not been worked, Shieldhill needs a reminder and 

that a return for Stenhousemuir may not be necessary as he believes Larbert might be the same place. He adds that 

metalliferous mine returns may be sent on until the 1st February, limestone places where stuff returned may be 

shells should be written to and returns should be finished as far as he is able with Mr. Atkinson adding anything 

further that comes in. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him that all Kinnedar colliery deaths should be noted as 

caused by fires underground and two heads can't be made for one accident. He also asks him to call his office the 

next Monday with his book and lists. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-237 

28th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the problem of Fairholm 

ventilation. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Weir, Checkweigher, No.10 pit, Glespin colliery, Douglas, informing him that an 

agreement has been made, after an appeal to the High Court in Edinburgh last year, that deductions can be made for 

improperly filled hutches including those containing more than a certain weight. He adds that in such a case the 

deduction could include all of the coal above the standard weight. He provides a copy of the report involved, while 

noting that the men need not agree to this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-238 



28th January/29th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of Alex 

Roberts by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 29th January, providing advice on dust and explosions, 

suggesting he should start on a small scale at about 100 yards next to the mouth (of the pit?) to make it easier to 

discern how to initiate explosions, the quantity of dust necessary and sufficiency for the fire-damp question. He also 

suggests having some ledges of timber, that 2 inches of dust should be more than necessary, or 1 pound of dust for 

each yard in length. He also suggests using electricity to determine the velocity of the flame. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-239 

29th January 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T.V. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a report on the death of 

Archibald McMillan by Mr. McLaren while questioning whether his doubts about whether the accident comes under 

the Fatal Accidents Inquiry act are well founded. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley promising to help a Captain Bell in his attempt to become a chief 

constable and asking when the question of extra pay will be settled considering the extra writing involved in the 

inspection of quarries. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning police reports on the 

accidents of J.White and J. Coleman. He adds that Mr. Coleman could probably not be said to have broken a rule in 

going back to a shot before half an hour had lapsed as he believed it to be unlit rather than lit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-240 

29th January/30th January 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Alex Roberts 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk,dated 30th January, enclosing a report on the 

death of John Pender (see NEIMME-JBA-7-241 below). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 30th January, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Nolan (see NEIMME-JBA-7-242 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-241 

30th January 1896 



Report by J.B. Atkinson (to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-240, 2nd letter above) on the death of 

John Pender. The miner's drawer was fatally injured on the 25th January in the no.3 pit at Blackston colliery. After 

inspecting the area of the incident three days later, he provided a sketch of a section of the pit involved to show the 

positions of the deceased and his two sons John and Henry when the roof gave way, with about 1 cwt of fireclay 

falling on the deceased. The fireman James Duncan remarked that he had inspected the area at 5.20 that morning 

and found it safe. He suggests that Mr. Duncan and the sons William and Henry Pender should be brought forward 

as witnesses for the inquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-242 

30th January 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-240, 3rd letter above) on the death of 

William Nolan. The drawer and filler was fatally injured on the 28th January in the Lower Drumgray seam of the 

Westwood pit at Murdston colliery by a fall of roof stone. The fireman Alexander Kerr and the manager Andrew(?) 

Kerr and James Brown, the contractor, all remarked that they had checked the area of the accident (at 5.15 a.m., 

8.45 a.m. and shortly before the accident when he sounded the stone respectively) and found it to be safe. Mr. 

Atkinson found the remains of a shot hole used for brushing nearby when he examined the scene a day later and 

also noted no trees had been used for support although timber was close by. He suggested that Alexander Kerr, 

James Brown and Alex Watt, a drawer working close by at the time of the accident would be sufficient witnesses for 

the public inquiry, with the other miner at the place William Watt not deemed necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-243 

30th January 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-242. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Waterloo Coal company, Carluke, on the subject of Waterloo coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-244 

30th January/1st February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp informing him that a case tried by a sheriff at Hamilton court last year 

had found that owners of a mine were not obligated to provide a desk and/ or shelter for a checkweigher, so he does 

not wish to interfere in the case Mr. Sharp raises. He asks whether the matter has been discussed with the manager 

involved. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, dated 1st February, confirming the 

appointment of John McKinlay as the undermanager of Cornsilloch colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-245 



1st February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the alleged practice of miners 

descending above the pit at Blairmunckhill (?) before the fireman has carried out the necessary examinations. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas McCracken, Checkweigher, Slamannan, advising him that on the question 

of weighing coal more than a quarter cwt the mines act should be interpreted in a practical manner when it refers to 

minerals being truly weighed- he adds that he knows of no collieries that weigh by pounds, only by a quarter or a 

half a cwt.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-246 

January 1896 

Plan containing statistics with 'none reported' written on its bottom half. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-247 

January 1896 

Plan containing statistics with 'nil' written on its bottom half (see overleaf). 

 

Unnumbered page 

January 1896 

Plan with nil drawn through it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-248 

January 1896 

Plan with nil drawn through it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-249 

1st February 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, providing for the information of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives a report by Mr. McLaren 

on an accidental explosion of a shot of gelignite at Collace Quarry near Perth which led to the serious injury to the 

face and hands of Alexander Milne, a foreman quarrier, on the 11th January 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-250 



1st February/3rd February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, Broughty Ferry, advising him not to to 

call for a meeting of the board to discuss the matter of the age of candidates taking examinations to gain certificates 

for Inspectors of Mines as noted in a Home Office letter on the subject, believing that it can be dealt with at their 

next scheduled meeting in March. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that Mr. McLaren's report suggests that Pittscraig 

Quarry comes under the Quarries act of 1894. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 3rd February, asking to meet him either 

tomorrow or the next day at his office to discuss an enclosed letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-251 

3rd February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Miner's Agent, Dalkeith, promising to look further into the system of 

weighing used at Prestongrange colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie, Garnock colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of 

William Richardson as the undermanager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-252 

4th February 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James Thompson, General Manager, Caledonian Railway, Glasgow, advising him that the 

Home Secretary has advised that the law officers of the Crown consider that quarries as a term do not only refer to 

workings of stone or other hard substances but also all open or surface workings of clay, sand, marl etc whether dug, 

cut out or blasted. Bearing this in mind, Mr. Atkinson advises him to fill in the form provided with a circular he was 

given on the 28th January and return it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-253 

4th February 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Nimmo and sons, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of David Martin as the 

manager of South Broadrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-254 

5th February 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir Matthew W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, Whitehall, asking for clarification on the position regarding the collecting of annual returns from 

quarries. Mr. Atkinson remarks on the three heads of the no.26 form that he supposes must be filled in by 1st March 

of that year- the persons employed inside the quarry, the quantity of minerals raised and the persons employed 

outside the quarry. He adds that he has not received all the forms from the quarries in his district and asks whether 

reminders should be sent to those and also whether the information from the quarries should be added to his 

annual report on mines and quarries as this would lead to the report being finished much later than usual. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-255 

5th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson, Glasgow, asking him for the names of witnesses who can confirm that 

miners have been going to their workplace before a fireman's inspection has been made as he has referred the 

matter to the procurator fiscal (see NEIMME-JBA-7-245, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, referring to the death of Walter Fredrick 

Johnson but in the letter questioning why the death of the 14 year old Walter Tallis, reported to him as having 

occurred at Garnock colliery on the 22nd January, has not been intimated to him (officially?). He continues that he 

has told Mr. Johnstone to furnish a report on the matter. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A. and L. Russell, Ryding colliery, Airdrie, confirming that he has been informed that 

both of their pits at Ryding colliery are being worked with only a single outlet in contravention of Section 16 of the 

Coal Mines act and asks for an explanation of the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-256 

6th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Short, Airdrie, advising him to refer his grievances as a checkweigher to the 

miners who employ him. He makes clear that his dismissal of most cases regarding the provision of the appropriate 

weights and measures to determine the accuracy of the weighing machine used as petty refers to the owners as well 

as the miners, but says that as the law does not specifically refer to this his hands are tied as to enforcement. He 

suggests applying to the Inspector of Weights and Measures for a report and then informing him of the result. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, providing Mr. McLaren's reply to a query on the use of cabs and 

their detainment. He refers to the fact that on the dates he was questioned about, cabs were detained 5 times- for 

one and a half hours on the 3rd, for one and a half hours on the 4th(?), for two and a half hours on the 16th, for 

three hours on the 30th and three hours on the 31st. On the other dates mentioned Mr. McLaren states that cabs 

were not detained since the length of time taken would have made the charge as much as paying for a new cab or 

for one to come back, a question he remarks was raised 8 years previously with the same result and concluded 

satisfactorily. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-257 



6th February/7th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. and I. Russell, Ryding colliery, Airdrie, informing them that no persons can be 

employed below ground in their no. 1 pit until they obtain an exemption (from 2 shafts) under Section 18 (ii) (b) of 

the Coal Mines act. He adds that he thinks the exemption they already have or had for their no.2 pit cannot be 

extended, and therefore all operations there must be for the express purpose of creating a communication between 

two or more shafts (see NEIMME-JBA-7-255, 3rd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 7th February, enclosing a report on 

the death of Walter Tallis by Mr. Johnstone (see NEIMME-JBA-7-255, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-258 

6th February/7th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Falkirk, enclosing a letter by a Mr. Yelland to Dr. Foster concerning the value 

of Barytes. He remarks that the letter sets the value as 60 shillings and downwards a ton at Liverpool and that when 

he made inquiry into the worth of the material in 1885 the value of the sulphate of byrates was between 10 and 23 

shillings per ton. He acknowledges that the value of the carbonate of the Barytes was much higher than the sulphate 

but adds that carbonate is rare. He asks that Mr. Aitken return a letter from Mr. Fellows to Dr. Foster as the latter 

has asked for it back. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,dated 7th February, in which the application by Sangdales(?) pit at 

Brownrigg colliery for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act can be granted 

provided no more than 20 persons are employed underground in connection with the one shaft at any one time, no 

fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and 

the exemption terminates on the 31st July 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-259 

7th February/11th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Morrison and son, Prentrose (?) and Northall quarries, Dundee, replying to a 

query about the identity of the Certifying Surgeon for the district of Kingoodie by saying that he is not sure where 

the district lies but adds that the Surgeon is probably one of the Certifying Surgeons working at Abernethy- Dr. 

Niven, Dr. W.S. Kidd, Dr. Lunan or Dr. Temple. 

The second from J.B Atkinson to H. Aitken, Cadzow Coal company, Glasgow, dated 11th February, on the subject of 

porridge. He suggests that the production of such victuals for Cadzow would probably be allowed since there is 

nothing in the 1887 act which would repeal the earlier act of 1831, which in Section 23 suggests that such victuals 

may be supplied or prepared under the roof provided it does not lead to excess stoppage or deductions due to time. 

He suggests that he should refer the question to his solicitor and believes if he does so he would probably not need 

to bring up the matter with the Home Secretary. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-260 

12th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Stewart, checkweigher, Bellfield colliery, promising to look further into the 

question of deductions for grain(?) at the colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Sharp, Miners Agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into the problem of 

drawers drawing in front of hutches at Birkrigg colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, enclosing quarry returns to aid Mr. Jordan as to which 

quarries still need to have reminders sent for their annual returns. He adds that some quarries he previously 

mentioned have been crossed off the list as he has been told they are inactive. He asks that the list be sent back 

after he has dispatched the necessary reminders. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-261 

12th February/14th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a letter from John Wilson containing 

the names of witnesses to the alleged breach of the mines act at Blairmunckhill (see NEIMME-JBA-7-255, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Rankine, Glasgow,dated 14th February, telling him that the mineral statistics for 

oil shale have not been published as yet but he can provide statistics referring to the year 1895 showing that 

2,185,782 tons of oil shale were recovered from the calciferous sandstone, 26,244 tons from coal measures and 

from carboniferous limestone and odolite 547 tons making a total of 2,212, 573 tons retrieved during 1895. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-262 

14th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of the Avondale 

checkweigher. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Cowdenbeath coal company confirming the opening of two new shafts by the 

company at Lumphinnans colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-263 

15th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Geddes, Aberdeenshire, responding to queries about returns under the Quarries 

act. He tells Mr. Geddes that he has been sent returns for his quarries as they are included on a list given to him by 



the police of quarries over 20 feet deep and are therefore included in the list of quarries that need to provide a 

return if they extract stone. He adds that this applies whether Mr. Geddes is a quarrymaster or not. He continues 

that if the quarries are included on the list erroneously he should return the forms with the requisite information so 

he will not be bothered again. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.L. Gibson, procurator fiscal depute, Falkirk, telling him that only one accident has 

been reported at Shieldshill colliery but that he has sent two intimations of it to him by mistake. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-264 

15th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T. Stormouth Darling, County Clerks office, Kelso, asking him to make sure returns are 

made for all quarries that are being worked and over 20 feet deep necessary under the Quarries act of 1894 as he 

remarks that he hasn't time to visit the district and has received so much correspondence on the subject he will not 

have time to in the immediate future. He encloses the list of such quarries he received from the police along with a 

number of corrections made by a Mr. D.B. Tait. He adds that he wishes to communicate with only one procurator 

fiscal per county on the subject, and that Mr. Tait had informed him that he was one of four district clerks. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Graham, Watson and Fleming, Edinburgh, asking them to forward the return from 

Toudie Quarry in Fife with the quantity of material used by the borough of Cupar inserted adding that the county 

council has already returned the quantity they worked. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-265 

15th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Alex Maxwell 

by Mr. Johnstone and adding that he does not think the accident to Thomas O'Neil should lead to a prosecution. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Kinneil Canmel and Coking Coal company, Boness, confirming that their number 

18 or Lothians pit has been abandoned and that they should forward plans of the abandoned workings directly to 

the Home Secretary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-266 

15th February/17th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Cunningham, the Dunfermline Journal, Dunfermline, apologising for being unable to 

attend the council meeting for Fife Mining school due to a previous engagement, but hoping for the continued 

success of the school. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Brown and Henderson, Hamilton,dated 17th February, remarking that only quarries 

over 20 feet deep are covered by the Quarries act, and that their Glebe quarry is not included on his list. He encloses 

an abstract of the act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to George Gellie, road surveyor, Alford, dated 17th February, noting that in quarries 

where there is no shed or place of protection an abstract of the Quarries act need not be put up. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-267 

17th February/20th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from Mr. Blueshanks(?) to William Thorneycroft telling him his letter to J.B. Atkinson has been answered in 

his absence. He adds that the figures he requires can not be given as the abstracts from the districts he needs are 

not out as yet. He adds that Mr. Atkinson will be at home the next Thursday night but that would be too late to 

correspond with him in time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Robertson, district surveyor, confirming receipt of Quarry returns and adding 

that the other eight quarries he mentions are not included on his list of quarries over 20 feet deep which need 

returns under the act. He encloses spare forms in case these quarries are the requisite size for inclusion. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 20th February, remarking that the meteorological warnings 

made in the newspapers, are, in his opinion, of little use in arguing for an 8 hour day. He adds that such an argument 

shows the weaknesses of unions in Scotland and the lack of trust in them by the writer, although he adds that he 

does not know anything personally about Mr. Browning, the writer himself. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-268 

20th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, promising to investigate further the the Wellsgreen 

checkweigher question. He also encloses 2 copies of the Kinneddar report, despite believing that the Home Office 

would have already sent him copies of it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Robertson, manager, Haywood colliery, by Lanark, advising him that a 

checkweigher would be quite within his rights to inform the miners who employ him of anything regarding the 

tareing of hutches. He adds that he cannot pass judgement until he hears from the checkweigher himself, but if he 

thinks he has acted contrary to Section 13(3) of the Mines act he has his remedy in Section 13(4). He continues that 

he does not agree with the policy of a manager ignoring a checkweigher and dealing directly with the miners on 

matters of tareing and weighing of hutches, advising that if he believes the miners are satisfied with the tareing of 

the hutches policy in operation they should inform the checkweigher of this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-269 

20th February 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, returning a police report on Blairmunckhill and 

adding that he is not personally inclined to act further on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Udston Coal company, Udston colliery,Hamilton, confirming that they have 

suspended working of their Pyotshaw and Humple coal seams for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-270 

20th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Scott, Dyse, informing him that he does not think it necessary to provide 

returns on the operations at the cairns of some (of his) quarries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Brodie, checkweigher, Falkirk, promising to look further into the question of 

weighing quarter cwts at the no.22 pit at Redding colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to T. Stormouth Darling, Kelso, enclosing three additional copies of the list of quarries 

eligible under the Quarries act of 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-271 

20th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of ventilation at 

the splint coal at Bog colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Callen, Road Surveyor, Haddington, thanking him for sending 2 returns for 

quarries and enclosing a spare form for a third if it is over 20 feet deep and a quarry list. He regards his suggestion 

that return forms could be sent to the clerk or surveyor for the district as very workable and could be begun the next 

year. He adds that an even better idea may be to have the returns sent to one council authority for the whole county 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-264, 1st letter). He believes this would be adequate as he cannot see that the care of public 

roads is carried out any differently in different parts of Scotland and that he has received difficulty due to the 

multitude of people involved in the sending out of returns, since the county authorities contract out with men to 

supply the material and do not occupy the quarries themselves. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-272 

20th February 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to A.M. Graham, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of John Wark(?) as the manager of 

Southrigg collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-273 

21st February 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Joseph 

Queen by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Hamilton colliery company, confirming the appointment of Alex Taylor as the 

undermanager of Corbridge(?) and Fairholm collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-274 

22nd February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the explosion at Fairholm 

colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising that the application for further exemption from 2 shafts 

at the no.2 pit at Ryding colliery not be granted as the previous exemption, which expired on the 31st January 1895, 

had been followed at some time in the past year by the stopping of work at the pit due to bad trade. During the time 

of the stoppage no reasonable dispatch had been taken in making a second shaft and so the further exemption 

seems superfluous. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-275 

24th February 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, 

Whitehall, informing him that he has advised Mr. H. Aitken, the managing partner for the Cadzow Coal company, 

that his proposed scheme to provide his colliers with porridge and soup and deducting the costs from their wages is 

workable under Section 23 of the Truck act of 1831 and asks him for his opinion which Mr. Aitken also wished to 

gauge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-276 

26th February 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, (to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-279, 2nd letter) on the 

death of Andrew Millar. The pitheadman was fatally injured on the 22nd February, and after visiting the scene of the 

incident at Muiredge colliery three days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the deceased had breached Additional 

Special Rule 4 by attempting to sprag or stop a wagon by putting part of a tree in one of its wheels. Thomas Berry the 

foreman and pitheadman testified that he and the deceased had been moving wagons full of redd bye immediately 

beforehand and had found three empty wagons. After moving these, the deceased moved two wagons full of redd 

along the road until he reached a set of points. Unfortunately as he moved further he found that the points were set 

in the wrong direction and the wagons began to move that way. Another young workman Alex Warrender witnessed 

this and saw the deceased attempt to halt one of the wagons by placing wood through the spoke of one of the 

wheels. The wood, however, was not pushed in far enough and broke into pieces parts of which injured Mr. Millar. 

Thomas Berry had been away when the accident happened but when he was informed by Mr. Warrender he found 



the deceased lying clear of the rails with the larger part of the tree used lying nearby with a shorter section between 

the rails.The wagons were some way ahead, and Mr. Atkinson found plenty of trees nearby. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-277 

26th February 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-280, 2nd letter) on the death of the Pole 

who passed under the name of John Millar. The workman was fatally injured by a fall of roof stone at the main coal 

seam at Eddlewood colliery on the 19th February, dying from his wounds three days later. Two days after his death, 

Mr. Atkinson visited the scene of the incident and concluded that it was most probable that a fall of coal had 

knocked out a tree allowing a block of roof stone of about 2 cwt in weight to fall on the deceased from a lipe. Mr. 

Atkinson informs Mr. Wilson that the foreman will provide a map of the place of the incident. James Wilson, the 

fireman for the section, noted that he had made a careful examination of the place at 5.20 the morning of the 

accident and had found nothing wrong. William Dunn and R. Brown, colliers working at the adjoining wall to the 

deceased reported hearing him cry at about 9a.m. and then went to find him lying with the stone on his legs with a 

tree nearby to the pavement. The place, Mr. Atkinson deduced, was an ordinary longwall working and he suggests 

that James Wilson, the fireman, William Dunn the collier and the deceased's son John Millar could be called as 

witnesses, despite the latter not witnessing the incident. Mr. Atkinson noted that the deceased's son had been 

working with him but was away with a hutch at the time of the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-278 

26th February 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-280, 2nd letter) on the death of Charles 

Reid. The assistant bottomer was killed on the 21st February on a haulage road near the no.3 pit at Cadzow colliery. 

Mr. Atkinson concluded, after visiting the place three days later, that the accident had probably been caused by the 

deceased losing control of a rake of hutches after starting it. The hutches were collected in rakes of between 12 and 

14 and were attached to a bogie,which had a brake, a bogieman to ride it and was attached to a rope by means of 

shears.Evidence was given that on the day of the accident the pit was loosed earlier than normal due to a count of 

wagons. Before the accident Thomas Murray brought out a rake of 14 hutches which he detached from the rope and 

left standing a short distance from the shaft. Mr. Murray then went to the surface while the deceased first took an 

empty rake so far inbye and left it and then moved Mr. Murray's rake forward. Mr. Atkinson concludes that it was 

brought too far forward and it collided with other full hutches standing near the shaft on the same set of rails. He 

was later found dead between the hutches and the bogie. Mr. Atkinson proposes directing the enquiry at the 

propriety or otherwise of allowing the deceased to handle the rakes and to the system of training bogiemen. He 

adds that witnesses for the public inquiry should include the miner John Kelly, passing a shaft at the time of the 

accident; the pit bottomer David Callachan, who was in immediate charge of the deceased; the roadsman Edward 

Laird in the bottom at the time of the accident and the bogieman Thomas Murray. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-279 

26th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7- 278. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of 

Andrew Millar (see NEIMME-JBA-7-276). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-280 

26th February 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, asking him to continue sending him 

police reports as he finds them useful. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing reports on the deaths of John 

Millar and Charles Reid (see NEIMME-JBA-7-277 and NEIMME-JBA-7-278). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking him to send 50 forms with accompanying circulars 

and envelopes to quarries so he can close his quarry returns and receive the information necessary from those that 

are of sufficient importance to affect the result. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-281 

27th February/29th February 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of John Kelso 

as the undermanager of Fairhill colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Littlejohn, Sheriff's clerk, Aberdeen, dated 29th February, advising him that the 

home Office does not consider that the quarries act covers accidents in railway cuttings so the recent accident 

concerning the death of a man employed in the Cruden Railway works while blasting in a rock cutting need not be 

noted in this context. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-282 

February 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-283 

February 1896 

Plan containing statistics, the bottom half marked by nil (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-284 

February 1896 



Plan containing the word nil written through it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-285 

February 1896 

Plan containing the word nil written through it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-286 

2nd March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Bridgeness Coal company, Boness, confirming that the Millers Pit shaft is being 

refitted as a pumping shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-287 

2nd March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mrs. Morrison and Smith, clerks to County Council, Lanark, asking for the sending of 

returns from quarries under the quarries act. They include Arthurshields, Blackhill, Chesters, Coverhill, Craigend, 

Hareland, Hillend, Hills, Howgate, Hurleyholm,Kaines Hill, Kerswall, Skyland, Redshaw(?), Bogie(?), Wester Walston 

and Whitecastle amongst others. He adds that forms have been sent to them for that purpose and the quarries 

mentioned have all been noted as over 20 feet deep rendering them applicable to returns under the act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-288 

3rd March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of ventilation at the 

Swinhill and Hill collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Armsdale coal company, Glasgow, confirming that they have taken over the 

lease and plant of North Greengairs colliery from W.I. Grant and have begun operations with James Russell 

appointed as the certificated manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-289 

3rd March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.J. Gibson, procurator fiscal depute, Falkirk, enclosing Special Rules for an 

indecipherable colliery which have been certified. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Caldwell, Pumpherston mines, Uphall, confirming the sinking of a trial pit to a 

seam of shale which is being proved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-290 

3rd March/4th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Smith and Simpson, solicitors, Dundee, remarking that it is contrary to his instructions 

to confer with either party when it comes to disagreements over accidents in reference to their correspondence 

over an accident at Fallaws colliery. He refers them to the Quarries act of 1894 and the Factories and Works acts, 

adding that there are no Special Rules for quarries in Forfar. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Ross Jnr, checkweigher, Lanark, saying that in his opinion owners may be 

within their rights to deduct 56 pounds from each hutch that has not had dirt picked out if they can prove that this 

amount is on average found in dirty hutches. He adds that the miners need not agree to this as it results to what he 

sees as a reduction of wages. He adds that owners often have to submit to deductions from their customers for dirty 

coals and may decide that in bad times miners should also share the pain. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-291 

4th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Rythen, advising him that a Mr. R. Armstrong of Motherwell might be suitable to be an 

agent for his drill sheet. He adds that he is a retired colliery manager who is taking agencies (work). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-292 

Date unknown (1895?) 

Plan for the East of Scotland containing statistics for Clackmannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Haddington, Kinross, Peebles & 

Sutherland, the Eastern Portion of Lanark, Linlithgow and the Eastern Portion of Stirling, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-293 

1896 

Plan for the East of scotland containing statistics, including those concerned with blaes or shale ganister for 

Clackmannan, Edinburgh, Fife, Haddington, Kinross, Peebles & Sutherland, the Eastern Portion of Lanark, Linlithgow 

and the Eastern Portion of Stirling, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-294 

1895 

Plan for the East of Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-295 

1895 

Plan for the East of Scotland containing statistics for limestone signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-296 

6th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C. Carlow, Leven, advising him that if he considers John Beveridge a responsible 

person for the control, management and direction of Kelty colliery and there is a suitable person as an 

undermanager to take on daily personal supervision no change need be made. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.carlow, Leven, confirming the appointment of Henry Nisbet as the manager of 

Durie, Leven and Foule (?) collieries. He adds that he confirms that R.A. Muir will occupy the manager's post 

between Mr. Baird's leaving the post and Mr. Nisbet's arrival while he also adds that D. Beveridge of Kelty colliery 

will act as undermanager of the Aitken pit while Mr. Muir is at Leven. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-297 

6th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, miner's agent, Larkhall, apologising for not being able to visit the Bog and 

Home Farms colliery the following Tuesday to discuss dirt deductions there and the treatment of the checkweigher 

at Allanton colliery. He adds that he will be at the Bog colliery office the following day at 12.15 p.m. and will be 

pleased to see them then if they can make it. He adds that he can't see why the miners cannot inform the manager 

of the checkweighers appointment at Allanton or why the pitheadman refuses to allow the checkweigher to test the 

weighs. He adds that the Haywood case did not end in a conviction because proper notification of a checkweigher's 

appointment was not given. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-298 

7th March 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-299, 3rd letter) on the death of Gabriel 

Semple. The miner was fatally injured by a fall of coal on the 3rd of March at the splint coal seam of the no.3 pit at 

Garnock colliery between 2 and 3 p.m. After visiting the scene of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson stated 

that the place involved was in the stooping and 4 miners, the deceased and John Welsh on one side and a Mr. 

McCulloch and (John?) Fraser on the other were working there at the time. The deceased was not working at the 

face at that time but taking off side coal a few yards back. The fireman Patrick Frenes(?), the oversman John 

Paterson and another employee overlooking the stoopers David Anderson all mentioned advising the deceased and 

Mr. Welsh to get down the head coal at the face. Mr. Anderson also advised that the place was too wide while Mr. 

Paterson told them not to work the side coal. Mr.Frenes reported that he had inspected the area before the two 

began work at 4a.m. and had found nothing amiss. He was also at the place at 9a.m. and 11.50 a.m. Mr Anderson 



mentioned two visits at 7.30 a.m and 12.30 p.m. while Mr. Paterson visited at 11.30 a.m. On his visit Mr. Atkinson 

found a piece of coal had fallen off the side and saw a pick near it and surmised this piece of side coal had come 

away on him. He adds that he thinks Special Rules 66 and 101 should be considered for the public enquiry and the 

officials mentioned and John Welsh should be included as witnesses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-299 

7th March 1896 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-298. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Aliso(?), Harelaw Lime Works, Longniddry confirming receipt of a letter which 

indicated that the receiver was opening up quarries in connection with the Lime Works and enclosing an abstract of 

the Quarries act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Gabriel 

Semple (see NEIMME-JBA-7-298 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-300 

7th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, Broughty Ferry, saying that the 26th 

March would be the best date for him to attend the meeting of the examination board and that he has no business 

to bring up at the meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. Hood of the Calder Coal company, Edinburgh, on the subject of Allan Armstrong 

and Polton colliery (confirming the appointment of him as manager there?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-301 

9th March/10th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Anderson, Rosberg(?) colliery, Airdrie, confirming that a mine has been opened up 

to work Virtuewell coal at the colliery and has set up a company called the Rosberg Coal company. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Torden, Home Office, dated 10th March, asking him to close his Quarry account 

and send him the results as soon as possible. He adds that he will retain any further returns and add them to the 

figures he is sent by him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-302 

9th March/10th March 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that Mr. Ronaldson had been brought before 

Thomas and George Stafford as the miners had again asked for his removal, but after he refused to do so at the 

Home Office the proposal was withdrawn. He adds that when he was at the Home Office the previous month some 

Scotch(sic) miners had brought the matter to the attention of Sir M.W. Ridley, the Secretary of State. He adds that 

he has heard that a Mr. Scott had been lined up to take Mr. Ronaldson's place and that a Mr. Hall and his wife have 

been making inquiries about his berth also. He also adds that he has heard from 'Jinny', just returned from 

Newcastle that day, that a Mr. Brown had said that a Mr. Bain was going to Durham and that representations had 

been made to the Home Secretary that Mr. Atkinson and 'Bill' were being considered to join him due to their work 

on the book on explosives. He asks 'Bill' to follow this up if it is correct and send a letter to Mr. Brown to confirm. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Ross, Jnr, checkweigher, Lanark, dated 10th March, promising to look further 

into the matter of dirt deductions at Wilsontown colliery but not promising anything. He advises that the simplest 

thing to do would be for the miners to give notice that they did not agree to the 56lb deduction. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-303 

10th March/12th March 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B.Atkinson to R. McLaren agreeing that he can visit any of the quarries near Crieff except the one at 

Callums Hill which he himself visited in September. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Cadzow colliery, Hamilton, dated 12th March, enclosing the reply by the 

Home Secretary to the question of porridge at Cadzow (see NEIMME-JBA-7-259, 2nd letter). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, dated 12th March, expressing his opinion that all the freestone quarried 

in the district is sandstone and adding that Lakestone is a volcanic ash or igneous rock used for oven soles. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-304 

12th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Dunn, Glasgow, confirming that the operations at Camelon colliery have been 

suspended for a time. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-305 

13th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, providing further information on the Allanton case (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-297) and on a case at Fairholm. Mr. Atkinson does not propose any further action in the former case, 

since the manager has promised to provide facilities for the checkweigher involved to get the full weight of the 

hutches. In the latter, he suggests that the miner who was burned would seem to have passed a fence (he shouldn't 

have) which would render any case brought against the company or fireman impossible to win. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-306 

Undated 

Plan of East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-307 

Undated 

Plan of East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-308 

Undated 

Plan of East Scotland containing statistics signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-309 

16th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing his annual report of 1895 (see NEIMME-JBA-7-306/307/308 above?) as Inspector of 

Mines for the East of Scotland district and asking for three proofs to be forwarded to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-310 

17th March 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, confirming receipt of new certificates of appointment as Inspectors under the Factory and 

Workshop acts for himself and R. McLaren and H. Johnstone, his assistant Inspectors. He sends back their previous 

forms to be cancelled. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-311 

18th March 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-312, 3rd letter below) on the death of 

Robert Hughes.After visiting the site of the incident at Burghlee colliery on the 17th March where he was crushed by 

a rising carriage in the no.4 incline Mr. Atkinson noted that the accident had taken place on Sunday the 15th of 

March after the deceased and two other repairers, William Steen and John Scollous had been working in said incline 

from 7a.m. that morning. The men had been busy repairing the incline, the deceased handing down wood and tools 

to the others who worked from a scaffold laid on the cover of a carriage. After finishing work at around 2.30 p.m., 

Mr. Scollous and Mr. Steen got into the middle deck and chopped away at the bottom. As they did so, James 

Anderson the engineman, drew the carriage up so that the men faced the low scaffold, the two men got off and Mr. 



Scollous asked for the carriage to be raised. Unfortunately the deceased was still in the upper deck and was crushed 

against the top scaffold. It was normal practice to raise the carriage to this scaffold after work had finished as the 

working tools were kept in a box on this high scaffold. He adds that some of the wood used by the deceased had 

been loose and some was in a hutch designed for the purpose. He also notes that the manager has promised to draw 

up a plan of the pithead and that James Anderson and the deceased's fellow repairers should be recalled for the 

public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-312 

18th March 1896 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-311. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of John Brown by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Hughes (see NEIMME-JBA-7-311 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-313 

18th March 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T. Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look into the (undisclosed) matters he raised in his last 

letter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report on the 

death of John Boyle because the incident does not come within his department's remit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Dr. G. scott, Glasgow, thanking him for providing a pamphlet on poisoning by Carbon 

Dioxide (?) saying he found it very interesting. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-314 

18th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown apologising for finding no standard works or books he can forward touching 

on Scottish Oil Shales, but adding that there are essays in the Transactions of the Mining Institute of Scotland and in 

the Geological Memoirs of Scotland on the subject and others in other places. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Captain H. Kindersley, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Glasgow, apologising 

for not being able to attend a proposed conference for works covered by both the Factories and Mines acts if they 

took place on the 24th and 25th (of that month?) but that he could attend on the 26th and 27th, the former being a 

day where he is scheduled to meet in Edinburgh at the Science and Art museum at 12.30 p.m. and could meet up at 

Mr. Kindersley's office an hour earlier if convenient. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-315 

18th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Brown at Allanton colliery reminding him that he had promised to allow the 

checkweigher the facilities to ascertain the full weight of the hutches and that he has heard that the pitheadman at 

the colliery still refuses to allow him to do so. He asks that the situation be resolved. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. H. Atkinson telling him that he can't give information out on how to get rid of a 

checkweigher or legislating on the matter only suggesting that the miners refuse to pay him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-316 

25th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Mein, Barmains coal company, Glasgow, promising to call at his address in 

Waterloo Street the next Friday at 10.30 a.m. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. White and company at Armiston colliery, confirming that the company are 

sinking a new shaft in Midlothian near Billyford colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-317 

25th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Brown, Allanton colliery, Larkhall, reiterating that the checkweigher at the colliery 

has a legitimate right to ascertain the true weight of the contents of the hutches and this right stands regardless of 

whether he is allowed to question the tare of the hutches or the machine involved without express instruction by his 

employers, the miners (see NEIMME-JBA-7-315, 1st letter) as this is his one essential duty. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miners Agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into the matter of 

the ventilation of Bog Splint coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-318 

25th March/26th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to G.A. Greener, Beadnell colliery, Northumberland, saying he has sent him a copy of his 

Annual Report of 1894 and presuming he has written to the Secretary of the Examination Board for more particular 

information on the undisclosed subject involved. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H. Terris, Clackmannan colliery,dated 26th March, confirming the 

appointment of the receiver, Henry Terris, as (the manager?) of Clackmannan colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-319 

26th March/28th March 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Wilson 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Dixon Ltd, Calder Iron Works, Coatbridge, dated 28th March, confirming 

that the no.5 pit at Fauldstone colliery has been abandoned and asking him to send a tracing of the workings directly 

to the Secretary of State at the Home Office. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-320 

March 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-321 

March 1896 

Plan containing no statistics, the bottom with nil written through it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-322 

March 1896 

Plan containing a big nil written through it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-323 

March 1896 

Plan containing a big nil written through it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-324 

1st April 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, recommending R. Armstrong for the managership of 

Cornsilloch colliery after his request because he knows him to be an able, active manager of large experience. He 

adds that he rarely recommends a man unless he is referred to but is prepared to make an exception in his case. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson giving him two letters and advice for a Mr. Wormald as to who 

to contact in South Africa. He recommends a Mr. Frecheville who he believes is located in Johannesburg and acts as 

adviser for a syndicate; a Mr. Dewar who he believes is manager of the Clydesdale colliery near Johannesburg; a Mr. 

Bunting Lee, the son of a Mr. Lee from Stockafield who he believes works at the Kimberley mines and a Mr. Nichol 

from Boldon colliery who is also at present at the Kimberley mines. He adds that a (Mr?) Moses is there also.He adds 

that Rhodesia is probably a better bet for openings than the older parts of South Africa but warns that the country is 

unsettled and the costs are high there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-325 

1st April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dewar asking him to help a Mr. Wormald by informing him of affairs in South 

Africa adding he has worked alongside his brother at the Darrow colliery for some years (see NEIMME-JBA-7-324, 

2nd letter above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.J. Frecheville, Johannesburg, as a letter of introduction to a Mr. Wormald as a 

man who wants to be introduced to gentlemen connected with mining in South Africa (see letter above etc). He 

reassures him that the man in question has a 1st class certificate of competency as manager of a mine and he can 

affirm this since he has for some time worked at a large colliery in Yorkshire along with Mr. Atkinson's brother and 

brother-in-law. He asks this despite only having met Mr. Frecheville once while a fellow Mining Inspector. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-326 

1st April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to The Sheriff Clerk, Dunfermline, asking for a copy of the evidence relating to the public 

enquiry held into the death of John Brown held on the 26th March at Dunfermline. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James McNeil, Portobello, confirming that a new shaft has begun to be sunk to the 

coal seams on the Northfield Estate in the parish of Prestonpans county of Haddington beginning on the 18th March. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-327 

1st April/2nd april 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that the application of Thomas Joyce to receive a 

certificate of service as undermanager of a mine be refused as he does not seem to have ever substantially 

performed the necessary functions of an undermanager during the qualifying period required. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife,dated 2nd April, enclosing a report on 

the death of Malcolm McDougall by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-328 

2nd April 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Brown and Higgins, Glasgow, confirming that the no.6 pit of the Spindleside colliery has 

been taken over by the Coltness Iron Works with the rest of the colliery abandoned. He returns a tracing of the 

colliery's workings which he adds should be sent directly to the Home secretary with a covering letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-329 

4th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Brinton, Kelso, confirming that he has received his notice that the Sprouston 

quarry has been taken over as a going concern by B.Dickson and son, the builders of Kelso. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Alloa coal company, Alloa confirming the appointment of James Fyfe 

as (the manager?) of Devon colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-330 

4th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour, Peutland Oil works, Loanhead, asking him to prepare a plan showing 

the place where the ignition occurred that lead to the injury of John Bell for the public enquiry into his death. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Townhill Coal company, Dunfermline, confirming the companies' intention to 

reopen their no.6 pit to work the Eight foot,Swallowdrum, Ell and Cairnsabie seams. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-331 

4th April 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James McNeil, Portobello, enclosing a copy of an abstract of the Coal mines act and 

advising him that other official forms can be picked up from any colliery stationer. He also advises him to adhere to 

all the ordinary rules in force over the district which can be also obtained from the aforementioned stationer while 

the mode of establishing them can be found on pages 22 and 23 of the enclosed abstract. He notes finally that Mr. 

McNeil has appointed himself as the manager (of the unidentified mine). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-332/333(Overleaf) 

6th April 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, providing an overview of the public enquiries into fatal mining 

accidents. He notes that evidence is collected, including medical and skilled, which is relevant to the apportioning of 

blame or otherwise for the accident that has occurred. He also mentions that the cause of the death or deaths is 

usually limited to physical causes, and the date and location of the incident is included. The apportioning of 15 

jurymen then occurs, of whom 7 are chosen for the actual jury of the case. He mentions that this is sometimes 

objected to, especially when the causes  of the accident are easily discernable, and can be a perfect farce. He adds 

that the sheriff's handling of different cases vary widely- sometimes allowing evidence as to blame and sometimes 

not, although even when it is allowed it is not always allowed to be recorded in the verdict of the jury or the 

recorded verdict. He adds that although it is not noted explicitly, the jury are, in effect, allowed to apportion blame 

under the Coal Mines act where necessary above and beyond Section 5(4) which allows that no witness at an 

enquiry shall be forced to answer a question which may question their guiltiness of a crime or offence. He compares 

the jury's verdicts to those given by a coroner's jury in England such as accidental death, the lack of observance of 

necessary precautions or death due to the victims' own negligence. He lists other examples of possible jury verdicts: 

culpable homicide, alteration(?) of the miners' act or negligence justifying the awarding of compensation to the 

victims' family. He adds that if compensation needs to be awarded, there would usually be justification for 

alterations in the mode of work in the affected area.  He argues that the power of the jury in this respect might seem 

to be too much, but is in practice unavoidable. He concludes also that the mine owner's desire to be told what points 

would come up in a public enquiry so it can act on any problems might seem sensible, but adds his opinion that most 

owners would have the facilities to know the possible causes of the accidents involved in any case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-334 

6th April 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-335, 1st letter below) on the death of 

James Bell (see NEIMME-JBA-7-330, 1st letter). The burning incident involving the fireman on the 30th March at the 

Broxburn Oil Shale seam of the no.8 mine at Straiton was caused by an ignition of firedamp from which injuries Mr. 

Bell subsequently died.  After visiting the site of the incident a day after it happened, Mr. Atkinson concluded that 

the accident may have been caused at least partly by the deceased using an open light as well as the regulation 

locked safety lamp when he inspected the area prior to workmen entering. He also noted that the ignition took place 

at the first working place he inspected and that this was the first time he had been engaged in a morning inspection. 

He adds that the manager will produce a plan of the place of the accident and that he found the place clear of gas 

when he visited it. He also notes that the mine was ventilated by a fan and that evidence of its condition during the 

weekend in question may prove profitable along with the producing of a reports book. The list of witnesses for the 

public enquiry he suggests should include the fireman who examined the area the previous week, the oversman and 

the manager as well as one of the two men whom the deceased appeared before after crawling out from the scene 

of the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-335 

6th April/7th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of James Bell 

(see NEIMME-JBA-334 above). He adds that at the time the accident to Mr. Bell was not thought to be fatal and that 

because of this he did not take down the names of the witnesses he interviewed but adds that the police would 

probably be able to provide them. He also adds that he hopes the forthcoming dates for the inquiry have not been 

fixed for the 17th and 18th March. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,dated 7th April, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts for the 

cline(?) coal seam at Foulshiels No.9 (?) pit under the terms previously stated under Section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal 

Mines act with the one difference that section 4 should read that the date of expiration is 30th June 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-336 

8th April 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-337, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Owen McAleer. The contractor died when he fell down the Aitken pit at Kelty colliery from a kettle from 

which he was descending at the time on the 6th April. Mr. Atkinson reports that the deceased had rode to the 

surface at 5a.m. that morning on the muzzle used for sending timber down the pit and proceeded to the top 

scaffold. At that time pitheadman William Gillespie and assistant pitheadman James Wilson, along with a sinker 

called William Mitchell , were at the low scaffold. The deceased asked for a kettle full of packing to be sent up to him 

and Mr. Gillespie obliged by going to the top scaffold and hanging the kettle on the rope. The deceased then got 

onto the kettle but as it was descending past the low scaffold it seems to have struck a bar which had been placed in 

position for lowering down the shaft and projected into the pit from some distance. The impact caused the deceased 

to fall off the kettle and he was later found somewhat mangled in the shaft. The evidence of Mr Gillespie and Mr. 

Wilson deviated, with Mr. Gillespie stating that when he left the low scaffold the bar did not project into the pit 

while Mr. Wilson stated that he and Mr. Gillespie had placed the bar into the protruding position before the latter 

went to the top scaffold. Mr. Atkinson adds that he did not interview William Mitchell, the sinker and that the Fife 

Coal company were going to provide a plan for the area. Mr. Atkinson suggests that the following witnesses be 

called-  Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Wilson, William Mitchell, the engineman Alex Beveridge and the leading sinker John 

Ramsay. He adds that there is no specific ruling on such an incident in the Coal Mines act, but that there is an 

instruction on the pithead prohibiting persons from riding on full kettles. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-337 

8th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-336. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Owen McAleer (see NEIMME-JBA-7-336 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-6-338 

9th April/10th April/11th April 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to exemption from the use of gunpowder in cartridges made 

by an unnamed mine since it is free from firedamp and coal dust and is surrounded by other mines that have the 

same conditions and have already been allowed such exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, dated 10th April, agreeing to a meeting with Mr. Sharp 

either at (his office?) on the next Saturday at 8 p.m. or at the Central Station at 10.15 on Monday morning. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 11th April, enclosing a report on the 

death of James Ostler by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-6-339 

11th April/14th April 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, arguing that the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the 

Ellershall (?) no.3 pit at Woodside colliery is no longer necessary since an outlet has been provided. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Deffell, Home Office, enclosing a memo (see letter above) explaining the 

situation regarding the Woodside colliery's application from exemption,and returning it. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of a letter from 

him and an additional police report on the death of Owen McAleer. He adds that the sinker William Mitchell does 

not seem to know who placed the offending bar in position in the case but he believes he should still be brought as a 

witness to the enquiry (see NEIMME-JBA-7-336 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-6-340 

13th April/14th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, confirming receipt of a letter with summaries of quarry returns received 

which he returns. He also encloses a few more returns which he suggests should not be included in the lists since he 

has previously asked him to close them for the year and the amounts are so small but he says they should be placed 

with the other returns which he may ask for later. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-301, 2nd letter). He adds that persons 

tabulated in table B should also be included in table A although some reductions might be made for those who are 

only occasionally employed. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.A. Greener, Beadnell colliery, Chathill, returning money to him which he 

mistakingly sent as payment for a report sent by Mr. Atkinson. He adds that he hopes he will pass his exam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-6-341 

14th April/15th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, venturing his opinion that no action is 

necessary regarding an accident at Kinneil colliery since the engineman involved admits to his mistake in not 

stopping his engines at the proper time leading to the accident. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to T. Sharp, Larkhall, dated 15th April, apologising for not meeting him at the Central 

Station the previous Monday believing that since he had not heard from him he would not be there. He proposes to 

rearrange the meeting to take place at his (office?) as he believes he might need to refer to books or papers. He 

suggests either Monday the 20th April or Tuesday the 21st at 7p.m. and asks that he writes to confirm which day. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-6-342 

15th April 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, reporting that he has 

visited the boiler involved in the explosion that led to the death of William George despite believing that the 

accident is not within his remit. He confesses his opinion that the accident did not occur adjacent to a mine but 3 

and a half miles away on a railway line and that boiler accidents are dealt with by a different government 

department, The Board of Trade, which has boiler experts on its staff. He confesses also that he met an engineer 

from the Board of Trade when leaving the area. The death of Owen McAleer, he continues, cannot, in his 

opinion,lead to a prosecution by law despite the written regulation prohibiting workers from riding on kettles since 

the regulation is not a Special Rule established under the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-339, 3rd letter etc). He 

adds that a Mr. Gillespie should be brought up at the enquiry, but not before he is informed of his right not to 

answer any question which could imply that he is guilty of any crime or offence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-6-343 

15th April 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to C. Dawson, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of J.McGill as the 

(Manager?) of the Newbigging Coal and Lime company's colliery and quarry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-344 

18th April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Home Office (see letter below), suggesting that he does not feel qualified to 

provide a report on a boiler accident at Fridell colliery railway despite being asked to do so by the procurator fiscal. 

He believes that the accident is outside his jurisdiction since it did not occur adjacent to a mine and adds that his 

manager agrees with him. He asks for advice on this (see NEIMME-JBA-7-342 above). He adds that he believes that 

the fiscal should consult the Board of Trade and one of their boiler experts and also that the Board are already 

holding a preliminary inquiry into the accident and will probably follow up with a formal investigation since the man 

involved has died. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming that he has sent a 

letter to the Home Office (see above letter etc.) for further instructions on how to deal with the question of whether 

the death of William George falls under the jurisdiction of the Coal Mines act and promising to reply as soon as he 

has been informed further. 

  

NEIMME-JBA-7-345 

18th April/20th April 1896 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, agreeing to meet on Wednesday evening (as opposed to 

Monday or Tuesday - see NEIMME-JBA-7-341, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of 

Frances Higgins by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson, Glasgow,dated 20th April, promising to look further into the 

weighing grievance at the Glendevon mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-346 

23rd April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, confirming that he should refer 

matters pertaining to the death of William George to the Board of Trade as their engineers are looking into the 

matter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-344, 1st and 2nd letters etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Thomas Muir, Kinninmouth colliery, Cardenden, confirming the 

appointment of Mr. Muir as the (manager?) of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-347 

23rd April 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Morrison and sons, Dunstons(?) Quarry, Dundee, confirming that the company 

has begun working the Shotisviltine(?) Quarry and that the certifying surgeon for their area is a Dr. Lennon of 

Dundee. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson Ltd, Brunshill colliery, Slamannan, confirming that the company has 

ceased working all the seams at Brunshill and Lodge collieries since the 3rd of April and that he has received the 

annual returns from both. He adds that the plans of their workings should be sent direct to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-348 

23rd April 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Morningside Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

William Storrie Morton as the (manager?) of Burton and Batonrigg collieries in the room of Thomas Wood. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-349 

23rd April/24th April 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Kendry, manager of Lassodie Hill colliery, Blairadam, advising him to send his 

application for exemption from 2 shafts directly to the Home Secretary. He reminds him that no exemption is 

necessary as long as there is no more than 20 people employed underground at any one time and that they are 

solely concerned with making a communication between 2 shafts. If, however, they wish to embark on work opening 

up the seam, they need an exemption. At no time, however, he reminds the manager, should more than 20 people 

be underground working in connection with a single shaft. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Watson, Low Fell, dated 24th April, enclosing a conglomerate (stone?) but adding 

that he doesn't suppose there to be more than about 1 cwt a ton of gold if there is indeed any. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-350 

25th April/26th April 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Smith or 

Mr. Connor by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren agreeing with the opinions he ventures on a bill but correcting him that 

the bill he mentions is not the Government bill which contains none of the clauses he mentions. He adds that he is 

going to London the following Monday and asks him to note anything he sees in the newspapers (while he is away?). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Postmaster, Glasgow, dated 26th April, asking him to redirect his letters to the 

Hotel Metropole in London from the next day until further notice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-351 

7th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Robert Torrence by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Climpy Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

William Wilson as the (manager?) of Climpy colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-352 

7th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Porter, Chief Constable, Ledburgh, confirming receipt of a letter about an 

allegedly dangerous quarry and promising to look into it further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Balbardie Colliery company, Bathgate, confirming the appointment of 

James R. Moon(?) as the manager(?) of the Balbardie colliery replacing Mr. H. Beaton. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-353 

7th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Charles Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen, enclosing a report on the death of Charles 

Wedderburn and injury to James Dennis by Mr. McLaren who will attend the public enqury into the affair. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Kirkby, Wellsgreen colliery, Fife, confirming that the eight foot seam at the 

colliery has stopped working since the 25th February 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-354 

7th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking to be sent 100 forms of acknowledgement of notice of 

the appointment of a manager with Mr. Atkinson's name at the bottom and his address at the top of each. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing, St. Andrews, confirming that Mr. Laing and James Mitchell have 

begun to reopen the old shaft at Drumhead for Peat Iron. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-355 

7th May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to George Laing, Brewsterwells, St. Andrews, confirming the stopping of work at the 

Brewsterwells colliery on the 31st March 1896 and asking them to forward the plans of the colliery, which he 

returns, to the Secretary of state in an envelope he encloses that needs no stamp. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-356 

7th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Thomas 

Whitelaw by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall, Cowdenbeath, confirming that the no.7 pit at Lumphinnans has been 

discontinued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-357 

7th May/8th May 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gammell, Glasgow, confirming that the no.2 pit at Hill colliery has been opened 

up to work the Virtuewell coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W. Gibb, dated 8th May, confirming receipt of a letter concerning the death of 

Thomas Whitelaw and asking him if he might be able to provide a sketch of the place of the accident for use at the 

public enquiry as it might prove useful. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-358 

7th May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Strain Brothers, Glasgow, confirming that Hugh Strain has opened up the 

Kiltongue seam at the no.8 pit at Kippsbyre colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-359 

7th May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Fyfe, Youngs' Oil company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has opened a pit 

at Hopetown to be called the no.35 pit and that David Rankine has been appointed its manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-360 

7th May/8th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to G.A. Mitcheson, Golopie(?), confirming that he intends to visit Brora colliery in the 

next week and explaining that he believes the former tenant of the colliery left due to not having the right material 

to offset the acid in the water. He suggests that the placement of limestone in a lodgement may offset this, and that 

he knows there is a bed of such limestone near the pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Melville,dated 8th May, proposing that when he visits Brora colliery on the 

next Tuesday (see letter above) he will bring some golf clubs along and have a round with Mr. Melville after visiting 

the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-361 

8th May/9th May 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George Ross, Helmsdale, proposing to visit Helmsdale after visiting Brora and hoping 

that dinner can be prepared for him at 7.40p.m. He proposes bringing his rod and indulging in a day or two's fishing 

if it can be arranged. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 9th May, enclosing a report on the 

death of Charles McLean by Mr. Johnstone. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline,dated 9th May, enclosing a report 

on the death of John Lindsay by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-362 

9th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.B. Wright, Provost Blairkiss colliery, confirming the notice given of the reopening of 

the Dancing Cairns quarry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Ltd, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of James Russell as the 

manager of Westrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-363 

9th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, returning a police report on the 

accident to a P.McShane and others and suggesting that the question of a prosecution in the case should be left to 

the manager to decide. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of James Benson as the 

manager of Shill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-364 

11th May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State at the Home Office, forwarding an 

application by Mr. McLaren, his assistant Inspector, for leave of absence from his duties between the 31st May and 

the 30th June 1896. He adds that should the leave be granted, his workload can adequately be divided between 

himself and his other assistant Inspector, Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-365 

15th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, promising to look further into the ventilation at the Hill of Beath pit and 

confirming receipt of a letter regarding the Lassodie Mill while returning an enclosure from it. He also promises that 

the name of the writer concerned with the latter will not be disclosed in connection with the upcoming enquiry into 

the matter. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, remarking that in the case of the 

death of John Lindsay he has never had a prosecution dealing with such a case. He adds that the owners of Kingseat 

colliery are a firm called Wallace Brothers and the manager is a William W. Muir, but that he does not know the 

name of the agent involved. In searching for details of the deceased boy, he suggests that his name, age, residence 

and date of first employment should be written down in a book. This duty is placed upon the pitheadman or surface 

boys under Section 8(1) Special Rule 13, he suggests and he adds that Mr. McLaren believes that he had been 

registered and that the register should be produced at the enquiry. He concludes that the owner would be 

reasonably expected to be employing a competent pitheadman to enforce his section and to check the register and 

obtain a certificate of birth from the worker or on his behalf. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-366 

16th May 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.Carlow, Leven, confirming receipt of a letter containing information on the output of 

Wellsgreen Seven Feet coal that had been worked (at the colliery?) that year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, enclosing quarry returns which he asks to be placed with the others he 

has sent but not entered into the yearly returns due to the lateness of their arrival (see NEIMME-JBA-7-340, 1st 

letter etc.) He does, however, suggest that all the returns are preserved since they will be required when correcting 

the list of quarries, for example. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to P. Stormouth Darling, County Clerks Office, Kelso, thanking him for his letter 

containing papers referring to the Quarries act of 1894 and promising to note his comments on the occupancy of 

quarries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-367 

16th May/19th May 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Turnbull by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 19th May, agreeing to the extension of exemption from two 

shafts at the no.5 and 18 pits at Armadale colliery until the 31st August 1896. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Rattray, Glasgow,dated 19th May, remarking that on his visit to the Venland 

quarry, a Mr. Hamilton promised to take every precaution to prevent a repetition of the recent discharge of stones 

into the hydro's ground. He adds that he has no personal power to stop the working of a quarry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-368 

19th May 1896 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, apologising that due to his workload he has not been able to 

do anything regarding the Home Farm case. He suggests that he should write him a letter containing the facts of the 

case in brief which he will then forward to the Home Secretary mentioning the requisite section of the Coal Mines 

act that is appropriate. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking that the application for an extension to the exemption 

from 2 shafts at the no.4 pit at Loughlee colliery should not be granted but that a new exemption be made under 

Section 18(iii) (a) until the 31st August 1896. The explanation given is that the probable connection to an adjoining 

colliery was not made and its completion would now not pay as the whole of the coal would be exhausted in a few 

weeks. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson at the Home Office to J.B. Jordan asking him to return a proof of his report before 

sending it to the printer as it needs further corrections (see NEIMME-JBA-7-366, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-369 

19th May/20th May 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H.I. Wilson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Dundee, thanking him for informing 

him about an accident at Cermyllie quarry, as it is included on his list under the ownership of A.Fraser and sons at 

Kirkcaldy. He promises to look into it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.Thompson, Falkirk, confirming receipt of plans of the workings of the nos 1 and 2 

pits at Greyrigg and the no.2 pit at Blackbraes and enclosing them for return, asking that they be sent immediately to 

the Secretary of State with a covering letter with an enclosed envelope they need not stamp. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,dated 20th May, enclosing a report on 

the death of Peter Connell by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-370 

20th May/23rd May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas McCracken, Slamannan, asking whether his problem with weights is to do 

with the nature of the facilities or the workings of the machine. He suggests that the latter can be checked out by 

the Inspector of Weights and Measures of the district if necessary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Adams and company, Thurso,dated 23rd May, remarking that the accident of 

a carter receiving a crushed thumb at their quarry hardly seems to need reporting since it does not involve 

explosives or steam boilers,all accidents of which must be reported,and it has not resulted in death or serious 

personal injury. He adds that their quarry is not included on his list anyway and if it is not over 20 feet deep does not 

need to be under the Quarries act and that he has nothing to do with accidents at the harbour works.* 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-371 

23rd May 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of Duncan 

Livingstone as the manager of South Broadrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-372 

23rd May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, confirming the appointment of 

John Henderson as the manager of Cornsilloch colliery and that he has begun his duties as same. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-373 

23rd May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, confirming that he has sent on his letter regarding the Home 

Farm case (see NEIMME-JBA-7-368, 1st letter) to the Home Secretary. He adds that he knows of no law under the 

Coal Mines act prohibiting the drawing of coal on a Sunday. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. J. McQueen, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of J.Love as the manager of 

Kineddar and Blair collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-374 

23rd May/24th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.Caldwell, Pumpherston Mines, Midcalder, confirming that Deans Mines is about to 

be reopened for business and that Mr. Caldwell has been appointed the manager there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 24th May, enclosing a report on the 

death of Alexander Henderson by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-375 

23rd May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, forwarding a letter from Thomas Sharp of Larkhall regarding the weighing disagreements at 

Home Farm colliery. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-373, 1st letter). The problem referring to the application of Section 12 (i) of 

the Coal Mines act and the question of deductions for dirt at the Hamilton colliery owned by Hamilton, McCulloch 

and company revolve around the agreement between the manager and the miners over said deductions, Mr. Sharp 

maintaining that the manager has not consulted with the miners and their continuing to work under these 

conditions rather than striking being taken by the manager as an agreement. He asks the Secretary of State for 

advice as to how to proceed. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-376 

24th May 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson, Newcastle Upon Tyne, thanking him for providing results as to a 

conglomerate (rock?), apologising for not knowing a Mr. (Michael?) Brown, but adding if he can get him an 

introduction to him, he'll do so and hoping that Mr. Watson will visit Mr. Atkinson's brother Ash at Barnsley before 

he sails. He adds that a knowledge of surveying and mineralogy might be useful (for the position he wishes to apply 

for?), knowing he already has some knowledge of the latter. He concludes by mentioning two days fishing at Loch 

Awe at which he won first prize on one of the days for trout. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-377 

25th May 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew 

Binnie by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Jardine, Birkrigg colliery, Ays Road, confirming receipt of a letter intimating 

the death of Andrew Binnie (see letter above) and asking him to prepare a large scale plan of the area of the 

accident for use at the public enquiry. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to D. Beveridge, Kelty colliery, Blairadam, remarking that he does not think it necessary 

to prosecute a Mr. Gillespie regarding the death of Owen McAleer and that the procurator fiscal was of the same 

opinion when he met him that day. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-378 

28th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. White and company, Armiston colliery, saying he has no power to allow them to 

dispense with a bottomer at the colliery as they are deemed necessary under the Coal Mines act and under Special 

Rules. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Clackmannan Coal company confirming that the company have abandoned 

their no.6 and no.9 pits at Southfield and that they have sent the annual returns of same to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-379 

28th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Caldwell, Pumpherston Oil company, Midcalder, enclosing an abstract of the 

Coal Mines act and confirming that James Caldwell Jr, the receivers' son will be the manager of Deans mines. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Dixon Limited, Calder Iron Works, Coalteridge, confirming that the 

company have begun operations to open the Carly band of Ironstone at Sandarswood, Fauldhouse. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-380 

27th May/28th May 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, arguing that the application for exemption from 2 shafts for the 

Waddell pit at Lassodie hill colliery should not be granted as the pit has been found to have no signed (for?) 

ventilation and was found in an unsatisfactory state at its last inspection. Mr. Atkinson argues that the second shaft 

in question is within 15 fathoms(?) of the seam worked and should be reached in 3 weeks. He argues that during that 

time work there should be confined to that specified in Section 18 (i) (ii) of the Coal mines act which needs no 

exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F. Braid, Postmaster, Glasgow,dated 28th May, asking for telegrams addressed to 

him to be redirected to Lower Largs in Fife  from the 29th May onwards until further notice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-381/382 

1st June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, confirming that he has received a letter from the Secretary of State on the subject of deductions 

made for dirt at Home Farm colliery and returning a letter on the subject by Thomas Sharp and a memorandum of 

the Track acts and checkweighing clauses in the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-373, 1st letter etc.) He reiterates 

that the rule in question is that which requires 1 and a half cwts of dirt in each hutch being deducted. The miners 

object that there is dirt included in each hutch that it would not be practicable to get rid of before sending the coal 

up from one of the three seams in the colliery and that the amount of dirt in each hutch fluctuates in any case. Mr. 

Atkinson asks whether (as he assumes from the letter) the Secretary is implying that in continuing working the 

miners have been seen to have agreed to the rule and whether he should inform Mr. Sharp that this is the case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-383 

1st June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, asking for permission to begin proceedings against W.W. Muir, the manager at Kingseat colliery 

in Fifeshire for employing a boy under 12 years old to work at the colliery on the 7th May 1896 contravening Section 

7 (i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-384 

May 1896 

Plan containing statistics and a large nil through the bottom of the table. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-385 

May 1896 

Plan containing statistics and a large nil through the bottom of the table (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-386 

May 1896 

Plan containing a large nil through the centre of it.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-387 

May 1896 

Plan containing a large nil through the centre of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-388 

3rd June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Armadale Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

Alexander Baillie as the manager of the company's Greengairs colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-389 

6th June 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-393, 1st letter below) on the 

death of James Malcolm. The 19 year old drawer and miner was killed on the 29th May at about 9.30 a.m. at the 

Lochhead Fireclay mine as he and his father H. Malcolm were engaged in cutting a way through solid clay and waste 

to create a new airway. After visiting the scene of the accident 3 days later, Mr. Atkinson determined that at the 

time of the accident the father was taking down some holed clay and the deceased shovelling clay back when the 

face fell and crushed him. He also noted that the fireman William Beveridge reported that he had examined the area 

at around 7 a.m. that morning and found it safe with plenty of timber nearby and that the manager had promised to 

provide a map of the place involved. He advises that the manager Mr. Hunter, H. Malcolm and Mr Beveridge be 

called to give answers at the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-390/391 

6th June 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-393, 1st letter below) on the 

death of Robert Jones.The 24 year old sinker was killed at the bottom of Lumphinnans no.11 pit on the 30th May at 

about 7a.m. when a kettle loaded with stones fell on him because of a rope breaking. The shift had begun about an 



hour earlier when the deceased and 8 other sinkers including the deceased's father John Jones and the chargeman 

John McCallum began working at the bottom of the pit. At the time of the accident, as well as the 9 mentioned, Alex 

McGregor was working the crane from which the kettle fell, the pitheadman James Fleming was at his post and a 

joiner called H. Irvine was also working near the crane. The steam jib crane involved had been provided by the 

engineers Russell and Co of Motherwell a few months earlier to the pit owners the Cowdenbeath Coal company and 

had unloaded machinery as well as sinking since its arrival. The rope which snapped was made of Plough Steel and 

was designed to hold a load of 2 tons but at the time of the accident was only holding 22 cwt. Mr. Atkinson surmised 

that the attachment at the end of the rope had been used as a counterbalance and that this attachment had 

probably bent over the rope as it came in contact with the pulley on the jib causing wear against rigid metal. Mr. 

Atkinson also noted that on the 28th May the kettle had been taken up to the pulley and 18 feet of rope was cut off 

due to damage of this sort. He recommends that the question of whether General Rules 5, 24 and 30 have been 

contravened should be brought up at the public inquiry and suggests that the manager Mr. McGregor, James 

Fleming, H. Irvine, John McCallum and the person who resocketed the rope after its being cut on the 28th should be 

brought forward as witnesses, as well as the makers of the crane. He adds that General Rule 30 may have been 

breached because there did not appear to be an indicator as required on the engine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-392 

6th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-390/391. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, advising him that he has been 

authorised to begin proceedings against the manager W.W. Muir and the pitheadman John Morris in the case of the 

death of John Lindsay since he was under age and therefore contravening section 7(i) of the Coal Mines act on the 

managers part and Special Rule 13 on the pitheadman's part (see NEIMME-JBA-7-383, 1st letter). Mr. Atkinson notes 

that the pitheadman knew the boy was under age but thought the manager had allowed for this, while Mr. Atkinson 

adds that he does not believe the manager knew he was under age. In these circumstances, he believes that there 

was no wilful contravention and a moderate penalty should suffice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-393 

6th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports on the deaths of 

James Malcolm and Robert Jones (see NEIMME-JBA-7-389 + 390/391 above) and asking that the public enquiries are 

not held on the 19th or 20th June. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Black and sons, Airdrie, confirming the appointment of John Chambers as 

the manager of the company's Brownyside colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-394 

6th June 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the ventilation of the Merryton 

Soft coal and Bog Splint coal and also promising to keep him informed on advice given about the Home Farm dispute 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-382 etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Banks, Duntilland colliery, Holytown, confirming that they have begun to open 

up a mine at Duntilland in the parish of Shotts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-395 

6th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Lochheed Fireclay company, Lochhead Fireclay works, Dunfermline, confirming 

receipt of a plan of the place where the fatal accident to James Machin (?) took place and returning it with some 

additions for the manager to use at the upcoming public enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Jonathan Hyslop, Airdrie Home brickworks, confirming that the Mosside 

mine had been abandoned on the 8th April and asking for a form for their annual return but asking them to send 

their plan direct to the Home Secretary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-396 

8th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Divisional officer, Maryhill Barracks, informing him of the 

situation regarding the workings of coal under Hamilton Barracks. He remarks the workings in the Splint Coal seam 

are near completion with nearly all of the area formed into stoops and more than half of the Ell coal in that seam has 

been removed, but the dropping of the Head Coal still remains to be effected over a considerable area. He adds that 

his inspection showed that the working was being carried out in accordance with the agreed terms and that, as at 

the time of his last report, working was at present confined to the Ell and Splint seams. He concludes by mentioning 

a few falls of roof but nothing likely to affect the surface under the barracks. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-397 

8th June/9th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing him/her that Mr. McLaren enquired into 2 accidents and 

also made an inspection of workings leading him to unexpectedly stay over night at Lochgelly since he only intended 

to enquire into the accident initially. He adds that by doing both at the same time he saved the department the 10 

shillings it would have cost to make an extra visit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, thanking him for his recent letter and returning its 

enclosures. He adds that he sees no reason why 'Bill' should not write to Mr. Haldane the Q.C. and M.P. regarding 

newspaper articles on correspondence made (between J.B. Atkinson and Mr. Haldane?) since he can see nothing in 

the correspondence that was private. He also mentions that his intent was not to tell Mr. Haldane how to act but for 



his advice on the matter. The first letter involved by the coal owners was known to have been sent by the mining 

world in the North of England and the other more recent missive was also known and the information in it did not 

reach them through official channels. He repeats that he can see no real harm in this material being raised in 

newspaper articles, but adds that 'Bill' should probably ask Mr. Haldane to approach the Home Secretary on the 

matter so he can decide an appropriate course of action. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-398 

9th June/11th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report by Mr. Johnstone on the 

accident to James Crawford and adding that Mr. Johnstone believes that no case of contravention of the Special 

Rules could profitably be made against the fireman involved. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Pyman, Bell and company, Royal Exchange, Glasgow, dated 11th June, seeing no 

real reason to intervene in the matter of shipment of Slamannan coal but adding that John Nimmo and son and 

William Black and sons both work coals from their collieries in the Slamannan district equal to the class of coal 

known as Slamannan Steam coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-399 

12th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. and G. Anderson, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Alexander 

Simmons as the manager of their Barblaes and Westcraigs collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-400 

11th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from the use of gunpowder 

in cartridges by Braehead colliery since the colliery is free from fire-damp and coal dust and their neighbouring 

collieries are already exempted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-401 

13th June 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-403, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of Henry Swan. One day after the accident, when Mr Swan was crushed by the spokes of an engine and the 

movement of its fly wheel at Bowhill Sinking Pits on the 8th June, Mr. Atkinson examined the engine involved. He 

concluded that the engine was used for pumping and often had trouble working when it got on the centre as then 

the admission of steam to its cylinder had no effect. When this happened, other power had to be applied to get the 

crank off the centre. The engine was single cylinder and had a vertical beam with the cylinder at one end of the 

beam and the crank at the other. On the day of the accident the engine had been started early and had already had 

to be stopped until the flywheel was keyed up. After this was done it was left on the top centre and the deceased 



along with his brother David Swan, the engineer John Yarley and a Thomas McLean attempted to pull it off the 

centre and while doing so the deceased fell on the flywheel and was crushed by the spokes. Mr. Atkinson adds that it 

had been raining that morning which may have contributed to the slipping and falling of the deceased. At the time 

the engineman Richard Yarley was at the cylinder and had control of the stopping and starting gear, i.e. the steam 

valve, reversing handle and brake. Richard Yarley testified that the steam was out of the engine at the time and that, 

after seeing the deceased fall, he immediately applied the brake and stopped the engine. He adds that a sketch of 

the engine would be supplied by the general manager Mr. Thomson and that the witnesses for the public enquiry 

should include Richard and John Yarley and the deceased's brother David Swan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-402 

13th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-401. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. (J.B.) Jordan (of the Home Office), asking him to send circulars to the 

Galletown, Den and Panny quarries owned by Alex Frazer and sons in Kirkcaldy as they have been omitted from the 

quarry list he asked for. He also returns the corrected list of abandoned mines mentioning that there was no 

corrections necessary in his district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-403 

13th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to I.M. Ronaldson expressing his opinion that he will not be able to make an 

investigation into the correlation between the rise and fall of wages and the improving or deteriorating of ventilation 

in mines, although in his opinion the effects are undoubtedly there. He refers him to two reports, one made by a 

commission or committee of parliament 'On the Condition of Mines' and the report by Dr. Angus Smith which he 

thinks is called 'Report and Condition of Mines' and on which the Parliament report relies heavily for its conclusions. 

He adds that he has the latter report at his home and that the house will be open if he wishes to get it any day in the 

next week. He adds that May and the rest of his family arrived safely (at his Largs Summer home) the previous Friday 

and that he seems to be improving at golf and especially the use of the driver, but suspects that this may only be 

temporary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Henry Swan (see NEIMME-JBA-7-401 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-404 

13th June 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Pyman, Bell and company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning 

Slamannan coals but adding that he has nothing else to say since his previous missive had said all he knew on the 

matter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-398, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, providing the Home Secretary's thoughts on the question 

of deductions at Home Farm colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-7-394, 1st letter etc.) The Home Secretary Matthew Ridley 

considers that the so-called agreement that the manager alludes to by the fact that the miners continued working 

despite disagreeing with the deductions for dirt in the hutches and can be seen as such is gravely doubtful. He passes 

on his opinion that a difference seems to have occurred relating to Section 12(ii) of the Coal Mines act and should be 

referred to arbitration in accordance with the provisions of that section. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-405 

17th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, providing an application for annual leave by his Assistant Inspector, Mr. Johnstone, to take one 

month off in the period between the 10th July and the 30th September of 1896 with the dates being determined by 

the period when it is least disruptive to the work required. He adds that Mr. Johnstone does not propose to leave 

the area during his period(s) of leave and that the arrangement has proven very convenient in the past. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-406 

17th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing a report for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives by Mr. Johnstone on 

an explosion of a charge of gelignite at Poniel Limestone mine in Lanark on the 26th May 1896 injuring a miner called 

Walter Mackenzie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-407 

18th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James McNeil, Prestonpans, on the subject of Northfield coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-408 

18th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.and R. Taylor, Perth, confirming receipt of a letter enclosing notice of an accident at 

the Murrayshall Quarry in Scone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watchman, Airdrie, confirming the abandonment of the Bothwellshields mine 

and suggesting that the mine he is opening on the Lanchope Estate will be in the Bothwell parish and therefore the 



West of Scotland inspection district. If this is so, he advises him to send notice of its opening not to him but I.M. 

Ronaldson in Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-409 

18th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the matter of ventilation at the 

Skellyton, Fairholm and Auldtown collieries and also showing willingness to explain further his letter from the 13th 

June (see NEIMME-JBA-7-404, 2nd letter?) though he believes it to be self-explanatory. He also encloses a copy of his 

report from the previous year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Frain, Machan colliery, Larkhall, confirming their intent to re-open the colliery 

at Netherburn Station and advising them to apply direct to the Home Secretary if they wish exemption from 2 shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-410 

17th June/19th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of ventilation of 

Merryton Soft coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to J.G. Hindie, Largs, referring to problems concerning the running of Lundin 

Ladies Golf Club. The present secretary Mr. Marshall has promised to call a meeting of the committee and has added 

that he proposes to resign his secretaryship. Mrs Atkinson is the joint secretary that Mr. Marshall's letter is referring 

to according to Mr. Atkinson and adds that she endeavoured to check the use of the links by non-payers during the 

previous season. He adds that there has been difficulty finding a decent resident secretary willing to give time to the 

business of the club. He continues that a clubhouse is desperately needed and that the expense could easily be met 

by the revenue of the club if Mr. Gilmour would agree to the initial expense and, if not, an arrangement of a term of 

lease could be made over a number of years. He concludes that these matters will be considered at the next 

committee meeting and Mr. Hindie will be notified again (as to when?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-411 

19th June/22nd June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Joseph 

Wood by Mr. Johnstone despite thinking that the accident could most probably be termed an oil works accident 

rather than a mining one. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Udston Coal company, Udston colliery, Hamilton, dated 22nd June, confirming 

the recommencement of the company working a portion of the Pyotshaw coal. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-412 

21st June/23rd June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Martin, Cults Lime Works, Ladybank, confirming receipt of a letter intimating 

the death of Robert Scott and promising to visit the mine concerned on the 23rd of June at about 11a.m. from Largs. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bellsdyke Coal company, Airdrie, confirming they have begun to open up a 

small piece of Splint coal via a mine off their main coal in their no.3 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-413 

26th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.S. Anderson, County Buildings, Peebles, advising him that although quarries may be 

exempted from posting their Quarries act notices at quarries that are only open for a few days a year they should 

still, if possible, exhibit it in their office. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, reiterating his reluctance to take criminal action against 

the manager in the Home Farm dispute since he believes such action would fail (see NEIMME-JBA-7-404, 2nd letter 

etc.). He adds that he could refer the matter again to the Home Secretary for further instructions if Mr. Sharp 

wishes. He also adds that he does not believe he can do anything constructive in the case of the abolition of the 

standard weight at Allanton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-414 

27th June 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-415, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Robert Scott (see NEIMME-JBA-7-412, 1st letter). The 41 year old miner was a contractor for getting limestone in the 

Cults mine and employed 8 miners and was killed on the 18th June by a fall of said limestone. He supervised the 

work and fired all the shots as well as working as an ordinary miner with another miner called George Stark as a sort 

of sleeping partner. After visiting the place five days after the accident, Mr. Atkinson concluded that on the day of 

the accident the deceased had been working in an ordinary working (part of the mine) with the assistance of another 

miner named William Fairbairn. Mr. Fairbairn reported that they had fired a shot of gelatine at about 2 p.m. that day 

in the upper beds of the seam and while Mr. Fairbairn turned away to get another shot, the deceased had begun 

preparing another hole to put it in when a piece of limestone fell away from a clay bank and crushed him. Mr. 

Fairbairn quickly released the deceased and others quickly came to his aid but to no avail. There had been no timber 

under the structure for support, but Mr. Atkinson added that as an experienced man, Mr. Scott must have saw no 

danger. Timber was available nearby if he had wished to use it. He suggests that the witnesses for the public enquiry 

should include the manager William Maxwell, who had promised to provide a plan of the area involved, the 

colleague Mr. Fairbairn and the deceased's partner and fellow miner George Clark who arrived at the mine soon 

after the incident occurred. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-415 



27th June 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Scott (see NEIMME-JBA-7-414 above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bonnybridge Silica and Fireclay company telling them that he does not supply 

copies of Special Rules and that the company should have enough spare copies to provide any workman who asks 

with one as specified under Section 57 (ii) of the Coal Mines act. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan returning his quarry list and enclosing his own containing corrections and 

additions, both of which he wishes returned once he has crossed off his list those quarries that have not been 

worked or that are less than 20 feet deep. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-416 

29th June 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson. Largs, Fife, to G.A. Thompson through the care of a Mr. Bowie, Glasgow, suggesting an 

addition and a further question to add to his proposed papers on Prospecting and Mining Law in the diploma 

examination, but adding that they should do very well. He adds that he is staying at his holiday home at Largs and 

should write him directly there to save post although all mail to his normal address is being forwarded to him 

anyway. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-417 

30th June 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, suggesting that he does not have 

anything to add to the police information he has read and is returning on the death of Andrew Smith despite visiting 

the place involved and his own opinion that the covering of soil and sand that was overhanging where the deceased 

worked probably caused the fall. He suggests that as the accident occurred in a quarry less than 20 feet deep it falls 

outside of his department's responsibility and counts as a non-textile factory or workshop. He also pronounces he 

has nothing to add to the inquiries of the previous Monday and despite the lack of an indicator on the engine at 

Lumphinnans and the necessity of pointing this out he does not think their manager should be prosecuted. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to G.A. Thompson by way of Mr. Bowie, Glasgow,returning 4 sheets of 

questions he had been sent by him remarking that they seem suitable for the diploma mining examination. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-418 

1st July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, informing him that the number of deaths caused by fire-damp or coal dust in the mines in his 



district during the previous 6 months up till the 30th June were 2 and those caused by explosives also 2 under the 

Coal Mines Regulation act, with each explosion of each type causing 2 deaths. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office service to Mr. Jamieson, the manager of Balgowie colliery at 

Thornton, saying he will be at the office at nine o'clock the next morning. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-419 

June 1896 

Plan containing statistics and the word admonished. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-420 

JUne 1896 

Plan containing statistics and the word nil at the bottom (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-421 

JUne 1896 

Plan with the word nil written through it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-422 

June 1896 

Plan with the word nil written through it signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-423 

3rd July/4th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Wilson, manager, Bathville collieries, Armadale, enclosing four tracings, one of 

the Hill coal in the no.1 pit and Ball coal in the no.3 pit, the second of the Main and Ball coal in the no.3 pit, the third 

of the ball coal in the no.9 pit and the fourth of the Coxzad coal in the no.8 pit. He returns these, and advises that 

they be sent to the Home Secretary with a covering letter straight away.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons, St. Andrews, dated 4th July, confirming that they have 

abandoned the working of their Lathallan no.1 and 2 main splint shafts and that he has received their annual return. 

He advises them to send their plans direct to the Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-424 



6th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, suggesting that the simplest way to go forward in trying to establish the Special Rules under the 

Quarries act of 1894 would be for the Secretary of State to propose them under section 27 of the Metalliferous 

Mines Regulation act of 1872 which Mr. Atkinson would then propose and confer with the owners of the more 

important quarries, forwarding the names of those who agree to abide by the Rules when they are proposed by the 

Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-425 

5th July/6th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, proposing that the exemption from 2 shafts by an unnamed company 

be allowed to be extended to the 31st December 1896 despite an earlier mixup by Mr. Johnstone concerning the 

previous exemption date. He explains that the original plan for the pit concerned was to work coal for cart sale only 

some distance for the mine, but the coal involved has not proved saleable and the company have proposed sinking a 

second shaft nearer the railway than originally proposed since they now agree a railway connection is necessary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife,dated 6th July, enclosing a report on the 

death of Duncan Birrell (see NEIMME-JBA-7-426 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-426 

6th July 1896(?) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-425, 2nd letter above) on the death 

of Duncan Birrell. The 52 year old repairer was killed when a rolling stone crushed him on the 1st July in the eight 

feet seam of Leven colliery. After visiting the place two days later, Mr. Atkinson discovered that, at the time of the 

accident, the deceased along with fellow repairers Alex Coults and John Edgar had been assigned to enlarge the 

space around a wheel brae which had crashed causing the area to become too low for the passage of hutches. At 

about 3p.m., they had started work and took out 2 bars. As a fall of roof seemed probable in the course of their 

actions, the three moved a few yards down  the brae to see what happened. At this point a piece of stone did fall out 

and rolled down the brae to where the deceased was standing and hit him. He found that the overman Mr. 

Beveridge had warned the men to keep on the rise side of the place if they thought a fall would occur, and Mr. 

Atkinson adds that had they retired to a nearby side road 8 yards below the scene of the accident they would have 

been perfectly safe. The dayshift fireman reported that he had been up the brae at 12 noon that day but the night 

shift fireman James Donaldson had not inspected the area earlier as his wife was ill. He adds that he had sent word 

to the oversman about his absence that night. Mr. Atkinson proposes that the witnesses for the public enquiry 

should include the two repairers, Mr. Coutts and Mr. Edgar, the day shift fireman James Watson and the absent 

James Donaldson, the night shift fireman/inspector. He adds that the company would provide a plan of the site of 

the incident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-427 

7th July 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to H. Johnstone. He mentions an all night visit to the Haddingtonshire quarries 

and promises to pass on a letter from the Home Office remarking on the desirability of all quarries agreeing to the 

proposed Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-7-424 etc.) when Mr. McLaren has finished with it. He adds that it is 

proposed that all quarries are visited to try and arrange compliance with the managers before the Rules are formally 

proposed by the Home Office with Mr. Atkinson proposing that they begin by visiting those which employ 10 or 

more persons. He encloses a copy of the rules and ends by bemoaning the fact that his golf form has deteriorated 

again (see NEIMME-JBA-7-403, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-428 

7th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to W.H. Walker, Springwell colliery, Airdrie, confirming that the colliery has 

stopped working. He informs him that he is staying at his holiday home in Largs until the end of August and that if he 

sends the plans of the abandoned mine to the Home Office, they will then be sent to him. After this, he promises to 

send Mr. McLaren to return them and meet with him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-429 

Undated  

Three letters (telegrams?) 

The first from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office service to Mr. McLaren, Uddingston, asking him to visit Garnock colliery 

that day and promising that Mr. Moodie will explain why his visit is required. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office Service to Mr. Walker, Springwell colliery, Airdrie, asking him not to 

call him with plans as he is working from home. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office Service to Mr. Moodie, manager of Garnock colliery, Hamilton, telling 

him he has wired Mr. McLaren to tell him to visit the colliery that day (see 1st letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-430 

7th July/8th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miners'agent, Larkhall, asking him to withdraw his comments about 

Mr. Johnstone and Mr. McLaren implying that they gave notice of visits before investigating complaints, quoting 

both inspectors denials of having done so. He adds that he did not give notice of their visits to Merryton colliery 

either. He adds that he will communicate again with the Home Secretary about the Home Farm case but on the 

Allanton standard weight problem he has nothing to add, noting that he disapproves of the practice but that the 

courts have decided that it is legal (see NEIMME-JBA-7-413, 2nd letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, dated 8th July, explaining that he is returning 'Bill's 

letter to Mr. Haldane, along with Mr. Haldane's reply. He adds that he thinks nothing more can be done through Mr. 

Haldane while promising to think of any other method to make progress on the unmentioned problem. He adds that 

he cannot attend the Institute meeting at Wigan and that he is returning the newspaper cuttings about explosions. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-431 

8th July/10th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to James Martin, Cults Lime Works, Ladybank, confirming receipt of the plan 

of Leazes(?) common and thanking him for the loan of it. He promises to return it before he leaves (his holiday 

home?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A and G. Anderson, Glasgow,dated 10th July, confirming their intentions to reopen 

the old pits on Arden Estate formerly owned by Shotts Iron company to be worked for the Upper Drumgray coal and 

to be called the Barblues no.11 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-432 

9th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, informing him that his application for an audit under the Truck 

act at Greenfield colliery does not concern him as Section 13 (iv) (a) of the Truck Amendment act lays the 

responsibility to investigate and prosecute offences against either the principal act or the truck act on the procurator 

fiscal of the area involved and as Mr. Small has already informed the person involved he should not intervene. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.Wilson, Glasgow, promising to look further into the problem of ventilation at the 

Batonrigg and Shotts no.3 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-433 

13th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, informing him that Thomas Sharp, the miner's agent, has asked for criminal proceedings to be 

taken against the manager of Home Farm colliery for refusing to go to arbitration over the question of deductions 

for dirt in accordance with Section 12 (i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. He asks for the Secretary's advice 

as to how to proceed (see NEIMME-JBA-7-430, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-434 

11th July 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-436, 1st letter below) on the death of 

William Gilmour. The 53 year old miner was injured by a fall of coal in the Dysart seam of the Lochtyside pit at 

Balgowie colliery on the 30th June 1896, dying from these injuries on the 7th July. After visiting the place of the 

accident on the 2nd July, Mr. Atkinson found that a block of coal about 3 inches (?) thick had fallen. The seam was 

being worked longwall in two carries, the first involving 5 inches of coal or stone being taken out and the second 

involving a further 3 inches of coal being worked on the top of the waste taken out from the first. He found no sign 



of gibs but noted that timber that could have been used for this purpose was nearby.  At the time of the accident the 

deceased was preparing to drive a close place in the upper section off a road used for working the lower section 

when the coal fell. His son, John Gilmour, who worked with him, tried to release his father but could not and so went 

to John Graham, a fellow miner, for help. The fireman John Wyse stated that he had inspected the place before work 

and the oversman Samuel Herd confirmed that he had chalked the particular point where the deceased began to 

work that day the day before the accident. Mr. Atkinson proposes that John Gilmour, James Wyse, John Graham and 

Samuel Herd be called as witnesses at the forthcoming public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-435 

11th July/12th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Ballingal, Perth, informing him that he is planning to visit Craiglea quarry on the 

17th July to investigate further the recent accident there. He asks Mr. Ballingal to inform Angus Whyte, the manager, 

of this and that he would like a machine or gig to convey him to the quarry at 10 a.m. that morning when he arrives 

from Ladybank. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Dr. Phillip Bedson, Durham College of Science, Newcastle, dated 12th 

July, confirming receipt of his letter concerning samples of gas from Usworth. He regrets that as he is not at home he 

has not got access to his papers but advises him to to look at his work on explosions in coal mines written with his 

brother which should be available from the mining institute library and should give him all the data that he could 

have supplied. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-436 

11th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Gilmour (see NEIMME-JBA-7-434 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that they have begun to sink a 

communication pit at Reddingriff to reach the Main Coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-437 

11th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Fife Coal company, Leven, confirming the appointments of John Graham, 

Alex Kelso and John Evanstown (?) as the undermanagers of the engine pit at the Hill of Beath colliery, the no.10 pit 

at Cowdenbeath colliery and the Dalbeath pit respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-438 

11th July 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.Hood, Newbattle collieries, Dalkeith, confirming that Gardiner Owens and 

Alex Gibson have been appointed undermanagers of the Lady Victoria pit and the Bryans pit respectively, in the 

rooms of David Meikle and John Haysmith. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-439 

10th July/11th July 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, arguing that travelling to/from Larkhall station to Fairholm colliery 

would cost 2 shillings more than an alternate route to/from Hyndland station since it would necessitate driving to 

Glasgow Central. In addition to the wire from Larkhall, Mr. Atkinson argues, the result would cost almost as much as 

driving from Hamilton. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 11th July, enclosing a report 

on the deaths of John McIntyre and Thomas Broadfoot by Mr. McLaren and adding that it seems that the police 

report about the death of William Fordyce appears to have been accidentally omitted from the letter he received 

from Mr. Mains. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie, manager of Garnock colliery, Hamilton,dated 11th July, regretting 

the recent turn taken caused by the occurrence at the colliery and promising to look further into it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-440 

14th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Ballingal, Perth, agreeing to delay his visit regarding the accident at Craiglea 

colliery until the 24th July due to the manager being away (until then) but adds that he would like a conveyance to 

be available to take him to the pit at 10 a.m. that morning (see NEIMME-JBA-7-435, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that they have started to sink 

their no.3 Blackston pit from the main to the Colinburn coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-441 

15th July/19th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Cowdenbeath Coal company confirming receipt of the form of annual returns from 

the Lumphinnans no.7 pit. He promises to call at the Cowdenbeath offices on the 16th July to compare the plans 

sent to the Home Office with the originals. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 19th July, explaining that as Section 13 

(iv) (a) of the Truck Amendment act 1887 imposes the duty of investigating and prosecuting offences under the truck 

acts on the procurators fiscal and also that the problems at Greenfield colliery were reported to Mr. Wilson initially 



by William Small, he does not see it is necessary for him to take any further action (see NEIMME-JBA-7-432, 1st 

letter). He also encloses a report on the death of James Dalyiel by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-442 

18th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Watson Ltd, Glasgow, confirming that the company has appointed 

Thomas Thomson, the manager of Eddlewood colliery, as the general mines manager of their works and that they 

have appointed Thomas Stevenson as the underground manager of Garnock colliery. He notes that there is no such 

position as underground manager under the Coal Mines act and wonders if the company means that he is a 

certificated manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-443 

19th July/20th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to R. McLaren, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, asking him to report from 

Netherburn colliery to check on their suitability to receive exemption from 2 shafts at the end of the month. He 

refers to Mr. Johnstone's report from the colliery on the 2nd July which said that the possibility of an exemption 

couldn't be resolved until the draining off of water had been completed which he thought would take about three 

weeks from his inspection date. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Andrew Danks, Lanarkshire,dated 20th July, on the subject of Duntilland 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-444 

18th July/19th July/20th July 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Andrew Danks, Duntilland colliery, Holytown, confirming receipt of a letter containing 

a copy of the proposed Special Rules to be implemented at the colliery and an abstract of the Coal Mines act, which 

latter he returns as it is not needed by him. He adds that a second copy of the Special Rules should have been sent 

but promises to send a second copy, one of which he will return signed by Mr. Atkinson in due course. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie, Garnock colliery, Hamilton, dated 19th July, promising to consider 

the ramifications of an occurrence at the colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to John Young, secretary, Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical college, 

dated 20th July, stating his agreement with the examiners that after examining the examinations of J.A.S. Lenkins 

and W.H.G.C. Dixon for their mining diploma, both should be awarded it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-445 

22nd July 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Abraham Thomson, Woodmuir colliery, West Calder, confirming that Mr. 

Thomson has been appointed the manager of Woodmuir, Drummaben and Badleith collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-446 

22nd July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Cowdenbeath Coal company, noting what the company has to say about the 14 

feet seam workings at the Lumphinnans no.7 pit, the plans (of that pit) and other plans (?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Malcolm, Armiston colliery, Gorebridge, confirming that the Armiston Coal 

company has acquired the Vaugie colliery and that James Bone has been appointed temporarily as manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-447 

22nd July/26th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, explaining that no intimation is ever given to a colliery 

manager that a complaint has been received although they are usually aware of the fact when visited. He adds that 

wires can be sent to the managers telling them to be present on a certain day to make sure they are present when 

the inspection is taking place. He advises him to entreat an M.P. to take up the matter on behalf of the Allantown 

and Home Farm cases (see NEIMME-JBA-7-430,1st letter etc.) He promises that he will look further into the 

perceived problems with ventilation at the Fairholm Virtuewell seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to J.S. Harris, Windsor Hotel, Glasgow, dated 26th July, apologising for the 

fact he will not be able to make an appointment with him in Glasgow in the next week as he will not return there 

until the end of August. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-448/449 

25th July 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-450 below) on the death of 

Robert Birrell. The deceased had been killed when a pipe fell onto the hutch he and the oversman James Wardrope 

were descending on at the William pit, Fordell colliery, on the 20th July 1896 as they were engaged in work on an 

addition to the pumping plant there to deal with a sudden increase of water. They had previously descended from 

the high scaffold on the kettle to examine the shaft and attend to the force pump which was not working properly. 

As they descended to the shaft bottom to retrieve a screw key which they thought necessary to fix the pump, the 

accident occurred. Various safety features such as the usual buntons between the cage spaces and the centre guides 

had been taken out as the additional pumping plant was lowered into place although temporary buntons which were 

connected from the surface were placed lengthwise next to the side of the shaft. The cages had also been removed 

and a kettle was hung on the rope next to the pumping end and on the other rope a 9 inch pipe was attached as a 

counterbalance to prevent the open end of the rope being drawn over the dolly. Mr. Wardrope testified that as they 

descended the shaft for the screw key he heard a sound like chains rattling before the pipe fell onto the kettle 

knocking Mr. Birrell off. Mr. Wardrope then managed to get onto the timber in the shaft and waited until a light 



could be lowered to him and he could then descend to the bottom of the pit. After visiting the pit two days after the 

incident Mr. Atkinson found a temporary bunton that was out of place about 5 and a half inches from the rope which 

had had the pipe attached as he descended the shaft involved and found marks on it. At the bottom of the William 

pit he found part of the pipe with a chain attached. He puts forward his theory that the accident occurred due to the 

pipe catching and resting on the temporary bunton involved and then falling away breaking connection with the 

rope as it did so. He adds that the manager Mr. Norton is preparing a map of the site for the public enquiry and 

suggests that the following be brought forward as witnesses- James Wardrope, the winding engineman Alexander 

Philp who was attending the engine which lowered the kettle at the time, the blacksmith James Ritchie who was on 

the pithead during the incident, the works foreman Duncan McKie who was acting as pitheadman that day and was 

close to the shaft at the low scaffold at the time, the pitwright John Christie who examined the shaft after the 

accident and perhaps one of the men who were at the shaft bottom at the time such as John Law. He adds that he 

did not speak to James Ritchie but that his testimony may not be necessary anyway. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-450 

25th July/27th July 1896 

Four letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Robert Birrell (see NEIMME-JBA-7-448/449 above). 

The second, undated, a  (proposed?) table for use at the Lundin Ladies Golf club by J.B. Atkinson (see NEIMME-JBA-

7-410, 1st letter). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Cowdenbeath Coal company, dated 27th July, asking them to add the year 

information to the magnetic meridian information on their plans so he can add it. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to L.J. Robson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, Swansea, that regarding minute 66, 

there are 25 brickworks, 3 briquette works, 65 Coal Workers and 14 coking plants in his district in connection with 

coal mines belonging to the same owner under the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-451 

25th July/26th July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Robertson, Larkhall, promising to look further into matters concerning the 

Fairholm and Birkrigg collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to George Laing, Drumhead colliery, peat mine, Cupar,dated 26th July, 

telling him he will visit the colliery two days later and wishes to discuss the Brewsterwells plans with him then. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-452 

29th July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, advising him to apply to the board of trade for an 

engineers opinion in the case of a boiler explosion at Haddiston as, although the works fall under Mr. Atkinson's 



jurisdiction, he is not responsible for or an expert on boiler explosions and the board of trade specially investigate all 

such cases. He also refers to the Fordell colliery case of last April where this was done. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-453 

31st July 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown (J.Main, procurator fiscal?- see below), enclosing a report on the 

death of John Gordon by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.Main, procurator fiscal depute, Linlithgow, advising him not to form an opinion as 

to the culpability of certain persons in the case leading to the deaths of John McIntyre and Thomas Broadfoot until 

after the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-454 

31st July 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, referring to a boiler explosion at Haddiston brick works which killed a 

labourer at the brick kilns and a pony driver who brought shale from the quarry to the works. The quarry works 

firestone as well as the shale from which bricks are made. The boiler was used to work the fan mill and supplied 

steam to a pump in the quarry while also keeping water out of the quarry. He adds that the procurator fiscal W. Gair 

asked him to provide a preliminary report on the accident but that he had referred him to the Board of Trade who he 

assumed would investigate the case under the Boiler Explosion act as was done in the Fordell colliery locomotive 

boiler case of the previous April (see NEIMME-JBA-7-452). He adds that he did visit the place the day after the 

explosion and examined the boiler. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-455 

July 1896 

Plan containing statistics with nil written through the bottom part of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-456 

July 1896 

Plan containing statistics with nil written through the bottom part of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-457 

July 1896 



Plan containing statistics on deaths noting that the deaths noted occurred after the explosion of a steam boiler at a 

brick works in connection with a quarry more than 20 feet deep which was reported by the owner of the quarry but 

no report was received by the certifying factory surgeon. More statistics occur at the bottom of the page. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-458 

July 1896 

Plan containing a nil written through it signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-459 

3rd August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Rowan, Hill of Beath colliery, Fife, informing him that it is not strictly necessary to 

report an accident involving a person not employed by the company owning the mine involved, such as the recent 

accident on the branch railway, but it is probably advisable to still do so. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company, Airdrie, confirming that the company has 

restarted work on their no.5 Drumshangie pit for the extraction of Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray coals, that they 

have sunk a shaft to be called the no.11 pit for Musselband coal, and that he has received their application for 

exemption from 2 shafts from the Home Secretary and will enquire further. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-460 

3rd August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. atkinson to the Bowden Lime company, Boness, confirming the appointment of John Brown of 

Haddiston as the manager of their limestone mine at Bowden Hill. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Drumshangie Coal company, Airdrie, confirming the abandonment of their no.1 

pit at Drumshangie colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-461 

3rd August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Charles Carlow, Fife coal company, Leven, confirming the appointment of 

David Beveridge as the manager of the nos. 3,4 and 5 pits and the Aitken pit at Kelty colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-462 

3rd August 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James McNeil, Northfield colliery, Prestonpans, on the subject of Northfield 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-463 

3rd August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson on Home Office Service, undated, to Mr. Jordan, Home Office, Whitehall, London, 

informing him that shale had been entered under the stone value of five shillings per ton. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bonnybridge Silica and Fireclay company advising them to write to 

McNaughton and Sinclair the colliery publishers in Glasgow for copies of Special Rules. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-464 

4th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to J.H. Ronaldson, North Berwick, advising him on the best collieries to visit in 

his district and elsewhere to see coal cutting machines and good washing plants, as Mr. Ronaldson's brother had 

requested. For coal cutting machines, he suggests the Springbank colliery near Airdrie as owned by the Springbank 

Coal company and within walking distance of Clarkston station and Gartners colliery near Springbank owned by the 

Gartners coal company as the two places where coal cutting by compressed air machinery is most frequently carried 

out, with Whitehall and Sawnhill collieries other places where electrical coal cutters have been tried. He also 

mentions Glenclelland colliery but suggests that, as it is situated in his brother's district, he might know better 

whether such a machine is in use there. Where coal washers are concerned Mr. Atkinson believes them to be in 

general use with the most expansive being at Leven colliery owned by the Fife Coal company to his knowledge where 

about 300 tons of coal are treated every day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Brown and sons, Lathallan colliery, St. Andrews, confirming a visit to the 

colliery on Friday the 7th August 1896 to compare tracings sent to the Home Office with the original plans which he 

wishes the company to provide him with while he is there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-465 

4th August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Grant, Manager, Fairholm colliery, referring to reported problems in their 

no.2(0?) pit for Virtuewell coal involving the disuse of their communication road, unsatisfactory ventilation and the 

fact that their engineman's gate signal has not been used for months. He asks what is being done to remedy these 

matters and whether apparatus is being safely used(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-466 

7th August 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Thomas Moodie, Garnock colliery, Hamilton, apologising for missing an 

appointment the previous Wednesday and advising that he will be (in Largs) throughout August and will see him at 

any time. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, Coalmaster, Longriggend, confirming that a small shaft has begun 

to be sunk to the Ladygrange coal next to the no.1 pit at Drumbow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-467 

6th August/7th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Rich and son, Cornwall, promising that a list of Quarries is being prepared and 

would be published shortly and that Eyre and Spottiswoode would then be able to supply it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Barnsmuir Coal company, Glasgow, dated 7th August, confirming that the 

company are about to abandon their no.7 pit at Barnsmuir colliery.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-468 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the no.1 pit at Loanfarm owned by the Hamilton Colliery company,abandoned for the main coal in December 

1895 due to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-469 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the no.18 pit at Kinneil owned by the Kinneil coal company,abandoned for Parrot, six Feet, Main and Smithy 

coal on the 6th December 1895 due to exhaustion of remunerative coal signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-470 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the no.2 pit at Greengairs owned by the Broxburn Oil company, abandoned for Broxburn shale on the 13th 

December 1895 due to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-471 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the no.5 pit at Greyrigg owned by the Darngavil Coal company, abandoned for Virtuewell coal in September 

1895 due to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-472 

8th August 1896 

Plans of the nos.1,2,5 and 6 pits at Spindleside owned by Carr and Higgins, abandoned for Main Pyotshaw, Splint and 

Virtuewell coal on the 12th April 1896 due to exhaustion of the seams and the expiry of the company's lease. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-473 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the no.7 pit at Lumphinnans owned by the Cowdenbeath Coal company, abandoned for the Fourteen feet, 

Lochgelly Splint and Parrot, Glassee(?), Mynheer, Five Feet and Dumfermline Splint coal on the 1st May 1896 due to 

exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-474 

8th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Bowman and Company, Buckhaven, informing them of his intention to go 

down Denbeath colliery on the 12th August and asking for them to provide a conveyance from Leven station to the 

pit at 8.37 that morning. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, informing the receiver that he has received the plans for all of the 

works at the Lumphinnans no.7 mine apart from those relating to the fourteen feet seam which the company 

involved refused to supply noting that they had never worked the seam , being abandoned long before they took 

over the mine and even before the passing of the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-473 above). He asks for further 

instructions as to how to proceed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-475 

8th August/9th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to I.M. Ronaldson, Prestwick, informing him that (the firm of) McCreaths and 

Stevenson do not take a premium for their young men with their usual practice being to pay them nothing for 2 

years and thenceforth pay a small salary. He continues that at Newcastle there is only one or two firms of mining 

engineers that have offices equivalent to those used by firms in Glasgow and the usual practice is to send the young 

men to a mining engineer in charge of a group of collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by (Winter?) burn colliery for 

exemption from two shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 persons are 

allowed underground to work in connection with the single outlet, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any 

other purpose, the second outlet is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 31st January 

1897. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-476 

8th August 1896 

Plan of the Brewsterwells pit owned by George Laing abandoned for the Marl, Main and Duffy coal on the 31st 

March 1896 due to being unremunerative signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-477 

8th August/9th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to George Anderson, Harris, requesting that he stop immediately employing an 

underage engineman, who Mr. McLaren reports is occasionally employed to raise and lower people within the shop 

which is illegal under Section 9 General Rule 24 of the Coal Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Captain H. Kinderisle, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Edinburgh, dated 9th 

August, promising to attend the enquiry into the boiler explosion at Haddiston quarry and that Captain Kinderisle 

need not attend as the brick works involved are in connection with a quarry more than 20 feet deep and owned by 

the same company, placing it under Mr. Atkinson's jurisdiction. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-478 

8th August/12th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the extension of the exemption from 2 shafts at the 

Langdales pit at Brownrigg colliery until the 30th September 1896 under the existing conditions. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Hugh Train, Machan colliery, Larkhall,dated 12th August, asking him to apply to any 

colliery stationer for the official forms he has requested in connection with Netherburn Station pit as he is away 

from home and has no forms readily available. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown,dated 12th August, agreeing to the exemption from 2 shafts at no.11 

pit at Drumshangie colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people are 

allowed underground in connection with the single outlet at any one time, no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as soon as possible and the exemption expires on 

the 30th November 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-479 

14th August/15th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Allan by Mr. McLaren. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.A. Shale, Darlington,dated 15th August, agreeing for his name to be mentioned in 

a reference referred to by Mr. Shale. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's Agent, Larkhall, dated 15th August, promising to look further 

into the question of ventilation of the Main Coal at Merryton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-480 

15th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, arguing that the High Court would be unlikely to act against the 

owners in the case referred to by Mr Lowell (?) despite his belief that the standard weight in this case was imposed 

to rid the mine of its checkweighers. He believes that this would be impossible to prove and would be pointless in 

any case since more than three months have elapsed since the alleged offence was committed. He refers to the case 

of Hastie vs Atkinson which agreed that miners and men could agree on a standard weight. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Johnstone and injury to George McGougace(?)by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-4-481 

17th August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, Whitehall, 

enclosing a list of quarries whose owners have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special Rules under the Quarries 

act of 1894 proposed to them by the Secretary of State to be called list no.1. He promises to provide further lists in 

due course.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-482 

17th August 1896 

List of Quarries in agreement with revised Special Rules under the 1894 Quarries act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-481 above) 

including names of quarries, the district in which they are located and the current name and address of the business 

in charge. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-483 

17th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-482. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to F. Kirkley, Methil, proposing to rearrange a visit to Mr. Kirkly's house due to 

a forgotten previous engagement from the next Tuesday to Thursday the 20th August. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to Mr. Jamieson, Balconie (?) colliery, wishing to arrange a meeting at Thornton 

station on the next Wednesday night to discuss the accident to James Barclay. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-484 

17th August/20th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to A. Bowman, Coalmaster, Buckhaven, thanking him for cigars and promising to 

pay the cost for them if he can provide it. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. LeNeve Foster describing a fire-lamp, providing an illustration and its uses as as a 

three legged portable fire grate burning coal and providing warmth to workers on pit roads during cold weather and 

its occasional use as a means of ventilation underground. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Lamond and Turner, Glasgow, dated 20th August 1896, promising to 

examine the papers and plans and provide notes as evidence by Monday or Tuesday in reference to the Westenra 

Baths and Subway company. He also promises to fix a time for examining the surroundings involved if he thinks it 

necessary. He also confirms the intention that he be examined on Friday the 28th August in the foreroom at the 

Windsor Hotel. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-485 

21st August/22nd August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a previously overlooked report by Mr. 

McLaren on the death of Thomas Baillie. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to John G. Robertson, checkweigher, Hamilton, dated 22nd August, 

expressing his agreement with Mr. Robertson's opinion that a checkweigher has a right to examine the contents of 

each hutch weighed to the full extent regardless of the usage of a standard weight agreement. He encloses a copy of 

his 1894 Annual Report in which he sets out this position and agrees to write to the company involved expressing 

these views if needed. He apologises for his tardiness in replying due to his being away from home, and promises to 

send these letters within the next week when he returns (to Glasgow). He also mentions that his report contains the 

result of the appeal of Hastie vs. Atkinson in the Fairhill standard weight case which leaves the question undecided 

legally. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-486 

24th August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Newbigging Coal and Lime company, Fife, (confirming the appointment of) 

John Gillon (as the manager of?) Gin pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-487/488 



Undated 

Reference information for the Western Baths and Subway company by J.B. Atkinson, Inspector of Mines, Eastern 

District of Scotland. Before expressing his opinion, the 44 year old Mr. Atkinson provides his credentials- holding a 

certificate of competency as Colliery manager, being a president of the Mining Institute of Scotland for 3 years, his 

considerable experience blasting in mines and quarries and encountering subsidence caused by mining. He suggests 

that he does not believe blasting in subway tunnels would affect the bath buildings involved reporting that the effect 

of shots only extends to a few feet and he has never heard of any damage being caused in adjacent areas where 

shots can be heard. He suggests that if normal precautions are made, such as taking down loose stone, shot firing 

would add no more possibility of roof collapse than the normal everyday risk of same from a distance of about 10 

yards or more. When sinking pits, Mr. Atkinson also remarks that he knows of no adjacent buildings that have been 

damaged due to the firing of shots and adds that timbering has not been displaced in his experience either although 

damage can be caused by displaced stones projected by the shots. In the section proposed, Mr. Atkinson believes 

that no tremor caused by shots would be readily transmittable through soft material and would be considerably less 

likely to cause damage than other factors such as high winds, thunder claps or the movement of laden trolleys. He 

adds that the withdrawal of water would probably lead to subsidence but agrees with Mr. Wilson's assessment that 

the bed of clay involved would prevent water from forced ground draining into tunnels. Great damage has been 

caused when soft mining ground has been pierced and allowed to run into the pit, but if the drying was restricted to 

surface clay, his experience suggests little damage would be done. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-489 

22nd August/24th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John 

George(?) by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to R.G. Lamond and Turner, Glasgow, dated 24th August 1896, returning 

papers and plans referring to the Western Baths and Subway company and enclosing evidence on the matter (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-487/488 above). He advises that he will visit Glasgow on the morning of the 28th August and asks 

that one of them meet him at the Baths at around 10 a.m. so he can examine them before giving his evidence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-490 

25th August/26th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Burns, Aiken and company apologising for not being able to visit them that 

week to discuss the new Coal Mines act but promising to arrange a meeting for the next week after consulting with 

Mr. Ronaldson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State, Whitehall, dated 26th August, returning forms relating to the mines and quarries in the district 

with corrections and additions to their figures. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-491 



25th August/26th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William Reid 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Muir, Kinninmouth Colliery, Cardenden, thanking him for the Boring 

journals which he promises to study with interest. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to Mrs. Grey, Edinburgh, dated 26th August, informing her that he will be 

leaving on the mid-day train on the 31st August and he will leave the keys (of his holiday home) and ask Mr. Elder(?) 

to send up some coal for the next tenant before he leaves. He also promises to send a cheque for the rent. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-492 

29th August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mitchell and Laing, Drumhead colliery, Cupar, Fife, returning a copy of the abstract of 

the Coal Mines act and reminding them that two copies of the Special Rules are what is required under Section 52 of 

the act and advising them to refer to that in their actions thenceforth and therefore avoiding trouble. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, promising to look further into the 

Home Farm colliery complaint when he returns to Glasgow on the 31st August and then arranging to call within the 

next week (to discuss the matter). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to T. Forgie, Bothwell collieries, expressing his opinion that in regards to his alleged 

fitness for the job of manager of Craighead colliery John M. Thomson has impressed him and he knows him to have 

experience in deep workings, although he can only refer to his capabilities in general terms. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-493 

29th August 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.J. Martin, Her Majesty's Institute of Miners, Bristol, referring to an explosive case 

that was not exactly similar to the one described by Mr. Martin but close to it in which an explosion was caused by 

drilling a hole into a crack in which nitroglycerine exuded from a previous dynamite shot had gathered at Garlaide 

Iron Ore mines. He refers him to the special report made on this case printed by Her Majesty's Inspector of 

Explosives. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Largs, Fife, to the Postmaster, Glasgow, asking him to redirect his mail from Largs to 

Glasgow from the last post on Sunday the 30th of August. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-494 

31st August 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of David Dick 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G. Buchan, Cleland, telling him that a report on the fatal accident at Auchinlea 

colliery will not be necessary since Sections 31 and 32 of the Factories act do not apply to quarries since notice to 

certifying surgeons and their reports are not necessary in this case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-495 

31st August 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools, Broughty Ferry, promising to take any 

observations he has on the subject of qualification as regards experience for consideration for a first class certificate 

as the manager of a mine into account. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Edward 

Reynolds by Mr. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Peter Black 

by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-496 

31st August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing a report on an explosion in the Camps Limestone Mine by Mr. McLaren which caused 

an injury to Patrick Dedline for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-497 

31st August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Alloa coal company confirming the appointment of Robert Robertson as 

the manager of Tilliecoultry colliery in the room of John McGhee. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-498 

31st August 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Danks, Duntilland colliery, Holytown, on the subject of Duntilland coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-499 



1st September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Wishart, Oakbank Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

John Morris as the manager of the Oakbank mines from the 6th to the 18th (August?) during the absence of J.B. 

Sneddon on leave. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-500 

1st September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's Agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of 

the Truck act at the Cornsilloch and Milburn collieries and the checkweigher's complaint at Avondale colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Cairntable Gas and Coal company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has 

begun operations in the six feet mine at Auchinstilloch colliery near Glenbuck. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-501 

1st September 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson 'to whom it may concern', providing a character reference for Thomas Moodie, saying he 

has known him for 7 years and mentioning his extensive experience as a colliery manager in Clackmannanshire and 

Lanarkshire. He also mentions his depth of knowledge of practical coalmining including sinking and fitting, his hard 

working nature and his excellent moral character. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie commiserating with him over recent events, telling him not to be 

downhearted and providing him with a testimonial (see letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to F.J. Robson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, Swansea, saying he agrees that a 

meeting to discuss the adjustment of new Special Rules under Clause 1 of the new act is necessary and that he 

should apply to the Home Office for leave to allow the meeting to take place. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-502 

August 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-503 

August 1896 

Plan containing statistics and nil written through the lower part (see overleaf). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-504 

August 1896 

Plan containing a nil written through it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-505 

August 1896 

Plan containing a nil written through it signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-506 

3rd September 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Plunkett, Checkweigher, Stirlingshire, acknowledging receipt of a letter remarking 

on his treatment as a checkweigher but asking for information as to where he is working so he can gather more 

information on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the question of ventilation at 

Merryton colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the Hill Coal seam at Whiterigg pit for 

exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 people are 

allowed underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or 

any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 28th 

February 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-507 

3rd September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

James Sharp by Mr. McLaren despite not being certain whether the accident took place in the confines of his district. 

He adds that since he could not find a procurator listed for Kinrossshire he thought it would be included in Fife, 

although he adds that if he was wrong, he hopes that Mr. MacFarlane will pass it on to the proper quarter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Larkhall and Fairholm Collieries company, Glasgow, confirming that the 

Skellyton and Fairholm collieries have been acquired by the company and that William Hogg has been appointed 

certificated manager of both collieries with Joseph Parker and Alex Taylor appointed certificated undermanagers of 

Skellyton and Fairholm collieries respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-508 



3rd September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, expressing his opinion that the obtaining of a first class certificate as the manager of a mine 

should involve more than the ability to pass the examination after having five years experience underground as the 

Board in his district believe. He adds that the harsher regulations in place at the Newcastle board are more akin to 

his idea of what is necessary, although he admits these may be too strict. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-509 

3rd September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Thomson, Eddlewood colliery, Hamilton, confirming the return of a report by 

Landale, Frew and Gemmell on Garnock colliery which he has read and confirming also the receipt of Mr. Thomson's 

letters to Mr. Moodie on the ventilation of Garnock and Neilsland collieries. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mitchell Laing, Peat Inn, Cupar, on the subject of Drumhead coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-510 

5th September/7th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miners' agent, Larkhall, advising him that the proposed audit of 

offtakes at the Milburn and Cornsilloch collieries should be held off until the end of the year, as the Truck Act, while 

stating that it is necessary that a correct account of receipts and expenditure in respect of deductions should be 

submitted to two separate auditors to be audited at least once a year and he can find no law stating that the miners 

can call for this audit at any time. He passes on the owners statement that he does such an audit at the end of each 

year and that he informed the miners of this and also his statement to the effect that he was not given the names of 

two suitable auditors to carry this out. Mr. Atkinson advises that the miners hold a meeting towards the end of the 

year, appoint two auditors, inform the manager of their appointment, and ask him to submit his yearly statement to 

him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie,dated 7th September, enclosing a report on 

the death of Alexander Muir by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-511 

7th September/8th September 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the held over application by the Wilsontown main coal 

seam of the no.2 pit at Foulshiels colliery for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act 

after an examination of the workings provided no more than 20 people are allowed underground in connection with 

the single shaft at any one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, bores are put in 



the communication road to tap into the old workings of the pit, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible 

and the exemption expires on the 28th February 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Wilson, mining engineer, Glasgow,dated 8th September, confirming receipt of 

a letter on the subject of Woodside colliery and promising to see him if he calls (at his Office?) between 7and 8 p.m. 

the next night. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Park, Airdrie, dated 8th September, on a private matter concerning the price of 

shares of the Lydenburgh Gold Exploration company. Mr. Atkinson promises to pass on the price if he buys any of 

the shares and not mention his letter to anyone else. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-512 

8th September/9th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's agent, Larkhall, acknowledging receipt of a further letter on 

the subject of the Truck Act at Cornsilloch collieries but professing he has nothing to add to his previous letter on the 

subject (see NEIMME-JBA-7-510, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the editor of the Colliery Manager, dated 9th September, wanting it to be known 

and published in their publication that their editorial article on the 31st August misrepresented his views given in a 

statement before the coal Mines Commission. He wishes it to be known that he did not advocate that all mines 

should prohibit the use of naked lights as Sir Godfrey Lushington stated before the Royal Commission on Explosions 

From Coal Dust, but only those dry and dusty mines where there was danger of a small explosion of fire-damp 

initiating a larger explosion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-513 

9th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the McCracken Brothers, Brownrigg colliery, Airdrie, confirming the 

appointment of George Morrison as the manager of the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-514 

9th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Walter Herd and Son, Dunnikeir colliery, Kirkcaldy, confirming that the company have 

acquired Begg colliery near Kirkcaldy and have agreed that Alex Dawkin will continue as its certificated manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-515 

10th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Caithness Flagstone Company, Thurso, asking them to provide a list of the collieries 

over 20 feet deep and with more than 10 employees they are currently working so the new code as regards the 

Special Rules under the Quarries act of 1894 can be formally proposed since, he reminds the company, they had 



already intimated to him that, should the codes he encloses a copy of be proposed by the Secretary of State, they 

would accept them.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-516 

11th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren proposing that in future he wishes to divide the district he inspects into 2 

sections- the first including the counties of Aberdeen; Banff; Clackmannan; Kincardine; Forfar; Kinross; Fife; Stirling 

and Lanark South of the Clyde and the second the counties of Berwick; Caithness; Edinburgh; Elgin; Haddington; 

Inverness; Linlithgow; Nairn; Orkney; Peebles; Perth; Ross + Cromarty; Roxburgh; Selkirk; Sheltand; Sutherland and 

Lanark North of the Clyde. He also asks Mr. McLaren to finish his work on the quarries in Linlithgow during this 

month. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-517/518/519/520 

12th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, providing his opinion as to when gunpowder and other explosives should be prohibited from use 

in roadways or working places. He suggests that the prohibition should only be partial and apply only to areas in 

both which are dry and dusty and the accumulation of coal dust or fire-damp might lead to danger. He adds that 

work places may see an increase in expenses due to the use of alternatives to flaming explosives but sees no such 

increase being necessary if used in roadways and can see no inconvenience or loss of wages to workers in either 

circumstance. In dry and dusty working places he adds the use of gunpowder or other flaming explosives can lead to 

the igniting of feeders of gas or set fire to the coal. He refers to new safety explosives which can be just as effective 

for blasting rock although less so for blasting coal, that there is no reason to disallow exemptions under General Rule 

12 (b) as before and that the danger of coal dust explosions was only now being understood as the dangers of fire-

damp had been and adds that the recent explosions due to shot firing would all have been avoided had the existing 

General Rules of the Coal mines act been adhered to. On this last point Mr. Atkinson adds that it would probably be 

best to prohibit flaming explosives in mines where mistakes might lead to an explosion. He concludes that although 

such prohibitions might lead to opposition from both masters and men, the number of mines it would apply to in the 

district is very small in any case. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-521 

16th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to P. Forrester, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Andrew Strachan as the 

undermanager of Roughrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-522 

16th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Wallace Brothers, Halbeath collieries etc., confirming the appointment of 

John Irvine as the manager of the Halbeath, Kingseat and Cuttlehill collieries from 1st October. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-523 

16th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie, Uddingston, informing him that he cannot act in his complaint 

against Mr. Thomson and that he should consult a lawyer on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Allardice, Dalquhandy colliery, Coalburn, confirming that the company plans 

to start working the Ell coal at the colliery very soon. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-524 

16th September/19th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Findlay, checkweigher, Motherwell, promising to look further into the matter of 

weighing at no.3 pit at Motherwell colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miners' agent, Larkhall, dated 19th September, remarking on his 

visit to the Avondale colliery in connection with the checkweigher. He notes that while he was there he saw the 

undermanager and the checkweigher and a tare was arranged to be taken. He adds that he has written to the 

company on the matter but that the Mines' act does not specify how often a tare is to be taken, when it is necessary 

or who decides when it should be taken- the only specification being that the checkweigher is allowed facilities for 

checking the tareing of the tubs and trams where necessary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-525 

19th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing list no.2 of quarries whose owners have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special 

Rules when proposed to them by the Secretary of State and promises to send further lists (see NEIMME-JBA-7-481). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-526 

19th September 1896 

List no.2 of Mines by J.B. Atkinson whose owners agree to the New Special Rules proposed by the Secretary of State 

(see letter above), only partially legible, showing the list of collieries owned by the Caithness Flagstone Company in 

Thurso including Spittal, Castlehill and Holbornhead.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-527 

19th September 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Avondale Coal company, Larkhall, remarking that he has heard that the promise 

the undermanager made the checkweigher at Avondale colliery that he would be able to obtain a tare of the hutches 

there on the next Saturday, which was made during his visit, has not been carried out (see NEIMME-JBA-7-524, 2nd 

letter). He advises the company to allow this immediately. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Cowdenbeath Coal company acknowledging the receipt of a plan of the old 

workings in the Fourteen Feet seam of the no. 7 pit at Lumphinnans and also thanks him for returning two tracings 

of the workings of the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-528 

19th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Newbigging Coal and Lime company, Fifeshire, on the subject of 

Newbigging coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C. Dawson, the Newbigging Coal and Lime company, Colinsburgh, confirming 

receipt of two copies of the Special Rules proposed for the Newbigging colliery and promising to return one signed 

by him in due course. He adds that he notes the companies' intention to commence sinking a new pit in the next 

week. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-529 

19th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R.W. Morton, Fordell colliery, Crossgates, Fife, confirming that the working of 

a section of the Dunfermline Splint and Five Feet coals in the William pit and a section of the same seams in the 

George pit have been discontinued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-530 

21st September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Moodie 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Editor of the Colliery Manager thanking him for publishing his letter arguing 

that his views on the prohibition of naked lights in mines had been misrepresented in an article in the magazine (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-512, 2nd letter). He adds that despite the editorial note, he still believes his views were 

misrepresented in that he does not believe in the prohibition of the use of naked lights in all mines. He admits that 

he could not rule out a naked light inflaming a cloud of dust but did not think it was probable it would happen. He 

adds that the editor's comments that all coal mines have some dusty parts and therefore safety lamps should be 

universally adopted were viewpoints he did not agree with. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-531 

21st September 1896 

Plan of the nos 1 and 2 mines at Lathallan owned by Thomas Brown and sons signed by J.B. Atkinson in which the 

Marl Coal, Splint Coal and Black or Cherry Coal were discontinued, the Splint Coal due to exhaustion, the other two 

due to not being possible to continue making a profit from, on the 15th May 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-532 

21st September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Watchman, Airdrie, confirming receipt of a letter with an enclosed tracing of 

Bothwellshields colliery and asking him to send it when returned directly to the Secretary of State with a letter and 

addressed envelope he encloses which needs no stamp. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley remarking on the refusal of his request to charge a fee for inspecting the 

coal under (Hamilton) Barrack ground for the Home Office on behalf of the War Office. He remarks that his report 

led to the coal being let and his noticing that the colliery owners were marked down as responsible for paying the 

cost of inspection on behalf of the War Office so he now argues that he is charging the relevant colliery company for 

the work (see NEIMME-JBA-7-356). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-533 

23rd September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Michael Carmet (?) and (?) Working company regarding Lumacogond(?) pit 

and the use of naked lights around ropes. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to an extension of the exemption of 2 shafts  at the no.2 

pit at Thormilea colliery until the 30th September 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-534 

23rd September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mitchell Laing, Drumhead colliery, Cupar, Fife, advising them that no exemption from 

2 shafts is necessary as long as the work carried out in the meantime is solely concerned with making 

communication with a second shaft. If, however, the company wishes to work coal in the meantime, an exemption is 

necessary and should be applied for from the Secretary of State at the Home Office in Whitehall, London. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Dick, Knownoblehill colliery, Cleland, confirming that the workings of the 

colliery have been discontinued. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-535 

23rd September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Weir, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a note and promising to meet with him at his 

office on the following day at 11a.m. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Malcolm, Armiston colliery, Gorebridge, confirming the appointments of 

Andrew Anderson and William Hill as the managers of the Emily pit at Armiston and Vogrie colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-536 

25th September 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Cameron Coal company, Airdrie, confirming the appointment of William 

Russell as the manager of their collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-537 

25th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. McLaren confirming that two men injured in the Cornsilloch explosion have 

subsequently died. He encloses his previous report on the matter and asks him to add names of potential witnesses 

for the enquiry and the name of the night fireman if there was one. He also encloses a newspaper article on the 

explosion and asks him to read through it to determine whether it should have been reported. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Henderson, Cornsilloch colliery, Larkhall, confirming receipt of notice of the 

deaths of William Rae and James Cummings (see letter above) and asks him to prepare a plan of the place and 

section of the explosion they were involved in for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-538 

25th September/26th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the 

Cockburn pit at Ormiston Station colliery under Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more than 20 

people are allowed underground at any one time in connection with the single shaft, no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 

the 28th February 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Joseph Shaughnessy, writer, Glasgow, referring him to his letter of the 5th 

September to Thomas Sharp (see NEIMME-JBA-7-510, 1st letter) as regards to the Truck Act at Milburn and 

Cornsilloch collieries. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-539 

28th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see letter below) on the death of William 

Crawford. He reports that the 12 year old braes picker was crushed between the buffers of trucks as he crossed a 

line of rails on the way to get his dinner on the 25th September at 11 a.m. at the no.3 pit, Bent colliery owned by the 

Bent Colliery company. This occurred when Joseph Mc Stae lowered trucks loaded with drors onto the tracks 

colliding with the stationery empty trucks on the buffers as the deceased crossed the rails and he was caught and 

crushed between the buffers. He adds that the manager has promised to prepare a plan of the place of the incident 

and recommends calling Mr. McStae, John Wilson, the labourers gaffer and Andrew McEwan, the pit bottomer who 

first found the injured man as witnesses for the public enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Crawford (see letter above) and promising that a report on the Cornsilloch gas explosion would be forthcoming in a 

day or two. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-540 

28th September/30th September 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson informing him that nothing was said about a circular concerning 

the new mines act when he met Mr. Cunningham at the Home Office although a firm of lawyers had sent a circular 

about it to the coalmasters who they act on behalf of. He also adds that he thinks it advisable that the Met Mines Act 

for quarries rules should be signed in duplicate by the Inspectors with one returned to the mine owner as in the past 

despite the fact that it is still not clear. The boring prosecution, he believes, might not have been needed if it could 

be proved that no danger was caused by the old mine workings being closed. He concludes by returning old 

newspaper cuttings and advising that he believes that Robson and all the inspectors bar two have agreed to a 

meeting to consider the new act, with Mr. Digby presiding over a small committee of the inspectors. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 30th September, enclosing a report on 

the deaths of William Rae and James Cummings by Mr. McLaren (see NEIMME-JBA-7- 537, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-541 

September 1896 

Plan containing statistics with nil written through the bottom section. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-542 

September 1896 

Plan containing statistics with nil written through the bottom section (see overleaf). 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-543 

September 1896. 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-544 

September 1896 

Plan containing a large nil through it signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-545 

3rd October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, informing him that the Inspectors of Mines are to 

have a meeting on the 13th October to consider the new Special Rules under Section 1 of the Coal Mines Regulation 

act of 1896 and he will inform him of the results after proceedings have ended (see NEIMME-JBA-7-540, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Avonhead coal company, Longriggend, confirming that they are sinking another 

shaft at their Avonhead colliery to the Upper Drumgray coal to be called the no. 9 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-546 

3rd October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, enclosing a form with figures showing fatal accidents in 

mines and hoping it will be enough since he does not wish to provide information on all 147 non-fatal cases. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Shawsrigg Fireclay and Enamelling Company, Glasgow, confirming the 

appointment of Benjamin Neilson as the manager of Shawsrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-547 

3rd October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Kenolm J. Digby, Under Secretary of State, Home Department, Whitehall, 

confirming receipt of a letter from Mr. Digby proposing a meeting to consider the questions raised in a circular of the 

13th August and the Rules which should be made under Section 1 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1896 on the 

13th October and promises to attend (see NEIMME-JBA-7-545, 1st letter etc.) 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-548 

3rd October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing a third list of quarry owners who have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special 

Rules on their being proposed by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-525 etc.) and promises that further lists 

will follow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-549 

3rd October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first the third list of quarry owners willing to adopt the new Special Rules when proposed by the Secretary of 

State, in the county of Linlithgow including Avonhead and Eastfield (see NEIMME-JBA-7-548 above etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Phillip Coyne by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-550 

5th October/6th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of George 

Morrison by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Thomson, editor, Colliery Manager, London, continuing his quest to make 

clear that he believes that the publication misrepresented his views about the reason for his belief that safety lamps 

should be used in dusty mines (see NEIMME-JBA-7-530, 2nd letter etc.) He makes it clear that he believes their use is 

to prevent naked lights causing fire-damp to light the dust and not that the naked light will ignite the dust on its 

own. He also remarks that his previous letter on the subject should be published as he cannot see why they should 

have the argument privately and he wishes to make his view clear. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-551 

6th October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company confirming that Alexander Park has been 

appointed (manager?) of the Muiravonside, Candie and Redford collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-552 

7th October 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, asking for permission to begin legal proceedings against A. and G. Anderson and Mr. Simon, the 

owners and manager respectively of the Westcraig Colliery for employing an engineman under 22 years of age 

contravening General Rule 24 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887.   

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-553 

8th October/9th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to McNaughton and Gowanlock, Stationers, Glasgow, informing them that alterations in 

the Special Rules have not yet been decided and are still under consideration. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to M.W. Brown, dated 9th October, suggesting that the membership of the Scotch 

(sic) Mining Institute may not be increasing as fast as previously due to the increase of subscription to 31 and 6 

deterring oversmen and others from joining. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-554 

10th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.J. Gibson, procurator fiscal depute, Falkirk, enclosing a copy of the Special Rules he 

sent which have been certified and acknowledging receipt of a letter concerning a complaint against William 

Thomson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Kerr and Mitchell, Glasgow, confirming that they have begun working the virgin 

coal at the Knownoble no.1 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-555 

10th October/11th October/12th October 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson , receiver unknown, concerning the application for exemption from 2 shafts at Northfield 

colliery. Mr. Atkinson notes that the colliery is new and was not included in the list of collieries in 1895, but after the 

capping of waste by boring and the running off of water following that, he is willing to accept the application 

providing that not more than 20 people are allowed to work underground in connection with the one shaft at any 

one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly 

as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st March 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 11th October, stating that he does not think John Paterson 

is eligible for a certificate of service as undermanager of a mine since his only experience in the years between 1882 

and 1887 seem to have been in charge of one section of the Fromanbank pit at Devon colliery, with an oversman 

intervening between him and the manager. 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow,dated 12th October, enclosing a report 

on the death of James McKinnon by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-556 

12th October 1896 

Plans of the nos. 3 and 21 pits at Monkland owned by the Calderbank Sheet and Coal company, in which the 

Virtuewell, Kiltongue and Upper and Lower Drumgray seams were discontinued for being unremunerative on the 

14th December, 16th April and 28th December 1895 respectively, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-557 

17th October/19th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.L. Morton, Morningside Coal company, Glasgow, confirming that they intend to 

work the Virtuewell coal on the estate of Fortisant(?) near Hassockrigg in Shotts. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Young, Secretary, Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, Glasgow, 

dated 19th October, confirming that he has signed the Mining Engineering Diplomas he has been sent and now 

returns them. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-558 

17th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Secretary, Mid and East Lothian Miners Association, Dalkeith, promising to 

look further into an explosion at the Lady Victoria pit. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Darngavil Coal company confirming that they intend reopening the no.7 pit on 

the Hill of Drumgray. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-559 

17th October/18th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Wood Ltd., Bathville collieries, Armadale, confirming that the company have 

commenced sinking a new shaft to be called the no.5 Harthill (pit). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office,dated 18th October,asking to be sent the following- 20 

copies of the no.11 form, 20 copies of the no.24 form and 100 copies of the no.31 form, along with a list of Quarries. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-560 

17th October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming the appointments of John Clark 

as the manager of Rosebank colliery and Adam Chambers as the manager of Broadrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-561 

17th October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson. Glasgow, to James Bell, Fife, confirming that he has leased land in Lochty, Carrowlice in Fife 

to test for minerals. He adds that he does not need an exemption to sink a shaft to prove the minerals. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-562 

17th October/18th October 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie, Greenfield colliery, Hamilton, promising to enquire further into an 

explosion at Cornsilloch colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, saying that he will visit Mr. Lindsay in Airdrie 

the next day to enquire further into the breach of General Rule 24 at Westcraig colliery (see NEIMME-JBA-7-552). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, (A.D. Lindsay? see letter above) date not given, promising to come 

to Commonhead with clubs and intending to play billiards afterwards. He adds he will have lunch before he arrives. 

He continues that if this is not convenient that the receiver wires him to that effect. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-563 

17th October/18th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into ventilation at 

both the Bog Splint coal seam at Clydesdale and Splint Coal at the no.1 pit at Muirborne. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.McLaren, dated 18th October, asking him to change his report on the death of 

Robert Ross omitting the section where he attributes blame to the fireman involved. He explains that he does not 

think it advisable to attribute blame to anyone before the public enquiry has been held, as evidence may then arise 

which shows events in a different light and people would then be under oath to tell the truth. He suggests that he 

should restrict himself to mentioning that the fireman would not allow the men to go to the face of the pit despite 

the fact that it was not being worked and that he had failed to inspect the area thereby being possibly negligent of 

General Rule 20 and Special Rules 26 and 30. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-564 



17th October/ 18th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Walsh, checkweigher, Midlothian, sending him a copy of his 1894 report and 

judgement into Standard Weight in a prosecution of that year to show to the manager in a similar case at Straiton 

mines. The judgement would seem to show that miners and a manager can agree to a standard weight carried in a 

hutch in which anything above that weight is considered improperly filled and deducted but that the legality of not 

weighing the full contents of the hutch was not satisfactorily determined. He asks that he be informed as to the 

response of the manager to seeing the report. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone, dated 18th October, asking him to investigate Thomas Stamp's 

complaint about the ventilation at the no.1 pit at Clydesdale colliery in the Splint coal seam (see NEIMME-JBA-7-563, 

1st letter). He adds that he will be glad for him to visit the next Tuesday night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-565 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, saying that in order to sign the Special Rules proposed by the Secretary under the Quarries act of 

1894 after they have been established he would like to be supplied from time to time with the lists of quarries in 

which the managers have agreed to the Special Rules and have not objected during the period in which they are 

allowed to raise such objections. He refers back to the lists of quarries he has sent to the Secretary earlier in the year 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-481/482,525/526 and 548/549,1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-566 

18th October/19th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, telling the company that he does not believe that 

the Home Secretary will be submitting any new Special Rules until an order under Section 6 of the new act is sent 

out. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Robert Ross by Mr. McLaren (see NEIMME-JBA-7-563,2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-567 

19th October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mitchell and Laing, Drumhead colliery, Cupar, Fife, on the subject of 

Drumhead coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-568 

21st October 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, informing him that he has left the Inspector's reports for 

1872, 1873 and 1895 at the Steels Royal Hotel in Glasgow that day and asking for their return when Mr. Small has 

finished with them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works, Newmains, confirming the appointments 

of William Wilkinson Muir, Douglas Jackson and William Vallance as the managers of Rigside & Douglas, Garriongill 

and Ross collieries respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-569 

21st October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow,to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, pointing out the possible consequences of proposals made as to the use of explosives in coal 

mines drawn up by the Inspectors of mines at their most recent meeting. Despite their attractiveness, Mr. Atkinson 

believes that the prohibition of the use of explosives such as gunpowder, dynamite, etc. in coal mines in which fire-

damp has been found within the previous 6 months or in which the roof, sides and floors are not naturally and 

decidedly wet, as outlined in proposal no. 2, could affect about 50 collieries in their district with 220 not affected. 

Most of those affected are shallow except those in Fife and Edinburgh, where there are deep mines that while not 

damp in all parts are wet enough to be free from coal dust. He adds that approximately 10 million tons per annum 

and 30,000 employees would be exempted from the proposal. He concludes that there will inevitably be opposition 

to the proposal but cannot state how much. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-570 

20th October/21st October 1896 

Two letters-  

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren informing him of complaints made by the checkweigher J.W. Robertson- 

that the ventilation at Birkrigg was unsatisfactory and had led to men being sent home 7 days in August, 7 days in 

September and 4 days in October due to the escaping of gas, that a man named D. Rae was burned in an accident on 

the 8th October which had not previously been reported to him and there is no proper machinery at the escape 

shaft there. He asks that these complaints be further looked into. 

The second a continuation to NEIMME-JBA-7-569, dated 21st October. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-571 

21st October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Hendry, Rosewell Gas and Coal company, Lassodie Mill colliery, 

confirming that the no.3 mine at the colliery has been stopped temporarily. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-572 

21st October 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Blairadam Coal company, Fife, confirming the appointment of George 

Wilson as the manager of the Blairadam colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-573 

21st October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, reassuring the company that despite the fact that 

the Home Office has not considered the proposed Special Rules under Section (1) of the act they put forward as 

immediately pressing and there may be some delay in these and their orders regarding explosives under Section (6), 

The home Secretary is still amenable to propose these amendments and that the additional inspection required by 

Section 5(i) of the new act will still need to be observed despite forming no part of the Special Rules. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-574 

21st October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Netherburn Coal company, Lanarkshire, on the subject of Netherburn 

coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Netherburn Coal company, Hamilton, confirming receipt of two copies of the 

proposed Special Rules and promising to return one signed by himself in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-575 

21st October 1896 

Plan of the Mosside mine in Airdrie owned by Jonathan Hyslop signed by J.B. Atkinson in which the workings of the 

Ell or Main Coal, there being some uncertainty, was discontinued on the 6th April 1896 due to exhaustion.   

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-576 

23rd October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, asking permission to begin legal proceedings against the manager and undermanager of 

Cornsilloch colliery after an explosion of fire-damp on 16th September left two miners badly burnt and who 

subsequently died. He believes this was exacerbated by contraventions of General Rules 1,4 and 8 of Section 49 of 

the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-577 

23rd October 1896 

Three letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, asking them to add the working places in which 

work has been temporarily stopped relating to the fireman's report in the Colliery Report books to the obligation 

imposed by Section 5(i) of the new Special Rules added to the Coal Mines act of 1896. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Gemmell informing him that if he wishes an exemption from 2 shafts at 

Ladygrange in Drumbow he must apply directly to the Home Secretary while he promises that Mr.McLaren will call 

soon to discuss an exemption for the no.2 pit at Hill colliery, informing him that any roads necessary to form part of 

a communication (between shafts) can be driven without the necessity of an exemption. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Brown, Coal Trade Offices, Newcastle upon Tyne, informing them that the letter 

he refers to did not arrive so he is unaware of the information he requires. He asks Mr. Brown to resend the letter in 

question. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-578 

23rd October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R.W. Morton, Fordell colliery, Fife,  confirming that the Alice pit from the 

Lochgelly splint seam is being sunk to reach the Dunfermline Splint coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-579 

23rd October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Reynolds, Lanarkshire, confirming that a pit has been put down at 

Longridge farm, Lanarkshire. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-580 

27th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to M.W. Brown, Coal Trade Offices, Newcastle upon Tyne, informing him that the 

particulars he requires concerning explosions in mines and barometer readings, among other things, can be found in 

table 8, page 18, of Mr. Atkinson's report for 1895. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Brown of the Scottish Miner's Federation, Dalkeith, confirming that the 

ventilation at the Lady Victoria pit will be further investigated. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-581 

28th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Roebag Coal company on the subject of Roebag coal. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ferguson, Roebag colliery, Airdrie, confirming receipt of one copy of the Special 

Rules and asking for another, promising to return one of them signed by himself in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-582 

28th October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Kirkby, Wellsgreen colliery, Fife, confirming that they have sunk a small stair 

pit and connected it with the workings while also starting a stone mine at the bottom level of the dook for 

exploration purposes. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-583  

28th October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, remarking that despite the breach of General 

Rule 24 by A. and G. Anderson and the subsequent complaint against them, he believes the case may be dropped. 

The fact that a person under 22 was in charge of the winding machine of a pit did contravene the Rule, but since Mr. 

McLaren did not specify whether the person had actually raised or lowered any personnel during his period in 

charge, the contravention was of a lesser degree. He does add that the owners statement that he was not in charge 

should have been backed up by having someone in his place during the period to take charge. Despite this, he does 

not think obtaining a further police report is necessary in this case and returns the one he already has along with his 

papers on the subject, saying it is not the sort of special case that needs prosecuting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin, Chairman of the Inspector of Mines, Bristol, noting his belief that 

whatever orders that the Secretary of State may give out regarding explosives in coal mines, pits in the course of 

sinking will probably be exempted. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-584 

31st October 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D. Beveridge, Manager, Kelty colliery, informing him that he does not have to report 

the accident to Michael Brown to the Board of Trade. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Matthew Hay and son, Jameslaig(?)and Staucrigg collieries, Slammannan, 

confirming that the Staucrigg Colliery workings have been abandoned and that he has sent a tracing of said workings 

to the Home Secretary. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-585 

October 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-586 

October 1896 

Plan containing statistics and nil written through the bottom of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-587 

October 1896 

Plan containing nil written through the centre of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-588 

October 1896 

Plan containing nil written through it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-589 

31st October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Newbigging Coal and Lime company, Fife, on the subject of Newbigging 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-590 

31st October 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to D.W. walker arranging a game (of golf?) at Mortonhall course on the next Wednesday 

afternoon and asking if it is possible to stay the night at Mr. Walker's home as he has business in Edinburgh the next 

day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to P.Walsh, checkweigher, Midlothian, remarking he will probably visit Clippens the 

next Wednesday to examine the position there regarding standard weight and other matters. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Nelson by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-591 

31st October 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Sir M.W. Ridley, M.P., Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State, Whitehall, enclosing a fourth list of Quarries in which owners have agreed to adopt a revised code of Special 



Rules under the Quarries act of 1894 when it is proposed to them by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-565 

etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-592 

26th October 1896 

Fourth list of Quarries in which owners have agreed to the revised Special Rules under the Quarries act of 1894 (see 

letter above) reported by R. Johnstone, including Charleston, Fallows, Rosewill and  Wellbank etc. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-593 

3rd November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Eastrigg Coal company, Linlithgowshire, confirming that operations have 

recently been commenced in sinking a pit on Bridgehouse lands to be called the no.2 pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-594 

3rd November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Lochgelly Iron and Coal company confirming the appointment of Andrew 

Nisbet as the manager of Little Raith collieries in the room of A and McD. Thomson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-595 

5th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, remarking that if the men working at the no.3 pit at 

Cornsilloch disagree with the deduction proposed they should not have signed an agreement on the subject since a 

disagreement after the fact would be deemed invalid. He adds that he will look further into the ventilation at the 

Milburn Virtuewell seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Grammer(?), Edinburgh, remarking that he cannot advise them about the 

accident to Alexander Clark as it is against his instructions to supply reports to agents acting in compensation cases. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-596 

7th November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to John Bogie, procurator fiscal, Kinross, instructing him to not allow a payment to be made 

to the owner/manager of the Devonshaw Quarry for providing a plan of the area where the fatal accident occurred, 

since no other payment has been made to such persons for producing a plan, and  the argument being made by Mr. 

Atkinson and his Assistant Inspectors that the production of such a plan is for the convenience of the court. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-597 

7th November 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for H.w. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-598, 1st letter below) on the deaths 

of George and Alexander Simpson. Both deaths were caused by the fall of stone from a roof following the firing of a 

shot at the Colts Limestone mine on the 4th November 1896. The two deceased worked for James Maxwell, John 

Veitch and Mr. Veitch's brother to work the stone. Mr. Maxwell stated that he found nothing wrong when he visited 

the place of the accident at 7.30 the morning of the accident. After the firing of the shot at 12 noon the site was 

reexamined and still nothing was found wrong. When Mr. Veitch fired a further shot a few yards from the first one 

he heard the fall immediately after and found both men crushed under the fallen roof. The third man working there, 

David Murray, escaped injury. Mr. Atkinson found no timber under the roof but noted a tree for the purpose was 

nearby and at the mine mouth. He advised that Mr. Maxwell, the two Veitchs and Mr. Murray should be brought 

forward as witnesses at the enquiry and that Mr. Maxwell had agreed to provide a plan of the area of the accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-598 

7th November/10th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the deaths of George 

and Alexander Simpson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-597 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, arguing again that he cannot implement a prosecution 

against the managers/ owners of Kilburn and Cornsilloch collieries for their introduction of a disputed deduction of 

half a cwt since the miners have signed an agreement to it (see NEIMME-JBA-7-595, 1st letter etc.) Despite the 

possibility of a civil action being taken, he still cannot see that the case will meet with success and he would have to 

disagree with Mr. Sharp's appraisal of the court's probable judgement of the situation. He promises to look further 

into the other matters he raises, including the question of prosecutions regarding the Cornsilloch explosion. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-599 

11th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher, Falkirk, promising to look further into the question of 

deductions for dirt at Shieldhill. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland, Mining Defendant, Carron Iron Works, informing him of a complaint 

being made by a miner at Shieldhill that deductions for dirt are being made against him for the work of another 

miner working in the same place. He argues that this is illegal and contrary to the Coal Mines act and Mr. Atkinson 

asks for Mr. Clelland's thoughts on the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-600 

12th November 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, remarking that he thinks the breaches 

of the Mines act and Special Rules in the death of Robert Ross were pointed out at the public enquiry and he would 

not personally press the matter, but adds that if the owners wish to make an example and prosecute they should be 

allowed to do so (see NEIMME-JBA-7-566, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-601 

12th November/13th November 1896 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to (A.A.) Ash Atkinson, enclosing reports on explosions at Tylorstown, Micklefield and 

Branceforth and confirming that Bertram had received Ash's letter and seems to like mining, although he has only 

surveyed at pits. He apologises for not going for a game of golf when he went to London, saying that he couldn't tear 

himself away from salmon fishing, although he never caught one. He promises to visit the next time he goes South. 

He continues that he also encloses a letter from John Watson which he would like returned after he has read it as he 

has not yet replied to it. He concludes that he is up at 5 in the morning and is not back home until after 6 in the 

evening most nights. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 13th November,confirming he has 

received his letter concerning the complaint against John Henderson and that he has signed it and encloses it with 

the letter. He adds that he can attend the trial on any day except the 24th November. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-602 

13th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Armour, Clippens Oil company, Loanhead, saying that he has not advised the 

miners involved in the Standard Weight dispute apart from arguing that in his opinion the checkweigher should be 

allowed to ascertain the correct weight in each hutch before any deduction. This point he argues is taken from the 

findings of Hastie vs. Atkinson which he continues, he pointed out to both Mr. Armour and the checkweigher 

involved. He adds that he wishes to gauge Mr. Armour's opinion on whether once a standard weight was agreed 

upon the true weight needs to be made. He adds that he has nothing to say regarding this as long as an agreement is 

made between the owners and miners in terms of the proviso to Section 12 (i) of the Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Michael Brown by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-603 

13th November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to (?) confirming the appointment of Robert Williams (?) as the manager of the Meliber (?) 

pit at the Redbelt colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-604 

15th November/16th November 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Malcolm of Armiston collieries saying he will visit Gorebridge the next day to 

investigate the death of William Rain and where the accident happened. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 16th November, enclosing a report on 

the death of Samuel McCook by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-605 

18th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Dick, Knownoblehill colliery, Cleland, confirming receipt of his letter and that the 

plan he mentions has now come to hand. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.C. Chisholm, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of John McGee as the 

manager of Armiston Station and Limeylands collieries in the room of Mr. James Clark. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-606 

18th November 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-607, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Adam Ramage. The 46 year old coal miner was killed by a fall of roof stone in the Parrot Coal seam of the Emily pit at 

Armiston colliery on the 13th November 1896 at about 6.45 A.M. The fall extended for some yards with the coal 

extracted longwall and was spouted. The fireman John McLellan reported that he had surveyed the area at 5.15 that 

morning and found it safe, making his mark to show this and noting 4 trees nearby at the roadhead. Two miners 

worked next to the deceased on the wall. The right hand miner George Hood heard the fall of stone and with the 

help of Richard Nelson, the left-hand miner, and others he was pulled out from under the stone. At that point, 

however, he was found to be dead. The stone was found to be relieved by a lipe near the face and a free parting, and 

it was also noted that the fall swung out some trees that had been set. Mr. Atkinson adds that the men he 

mentioned in the report should be sufficient witnesses for the enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-607 

18th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Adam 

Ramage (see NEIMME-JBA-7-606 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Balden, Leighton Buzzard, saying he would be glad to help him as to his 

application to become the veterinary surgeon of the Glasgow corporation, despite the fact that he, despite 

technically living in the Glasgow area knows none of the Glasgow councillors with his specific part of Glasgow having 

a provost and councillors separate from it. He adds that he could still be used as a reference and would call on his 

behalf knowing of his general fitness for the post although not his technical ability. He adds that he has a letter from 

Mr. Balden's father and asks him to let him know that he has written to him on the matter. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-608 

18th November/20th November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wyper, Clyde collieries, confirming that he will visit Clyde colliery the next day to 

inspect the Barracks coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 20th November, proffering his opinion 

that if J. Henderson pleads guilty to the complaint against him, a fine of three pounds would be sufficient. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-609 

19th November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Mackay, Roughrigg collieries, Avonbridge, confirming that a mine has 

begun to be opened out from the surface to work a portion of the Virtuewell coal at East Roughrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-610 

20th November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to George Burt, Drumgray colliery, Airdrie, confirming that West Drumgray 

colliery has been abandoned and Mainbank colliery has ceased to be worked. He adds that tracings should be made 

of the workings of West Drumgray to be sent to the Home Secretary but that this will not be necessary of the 

Mainbank colliery if it is being taken over by another company. He encloses returns for both collieries to be filled in 

and returned to him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-611 

20th November 1896 

Plan of the Bothwellshields pit at Shotts owned by John W. Johnson (?) closed for the Lower Drumgray coal on the 

5th October 1896 due to it being unremunerative signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-612 

20th November 1896 

Plan of the Fauldhouses no.5 pit owned by William Dixon Ltd closed for the Buchan coal on the 10th March 1896 due 

to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-613 

20th November 1896 



Plans of the Greyrigg nos. 1 and 2 pits and the Blackcrest (?) nos. 1 and 2 pits owned by the Greyrigg Coal company 

closed for the Ladygrange,Splint, Coxrod, Ball and Bathgate main coal on the 20th May 1896, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

The Splint coal was exhausted, the rest unremunerative. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-614 

20th November 1896 

Plan of the Trees no.1 pit at Bathgate owned by James Wood Ltd closed for the Ball and main coal on the 6th August 

1896 due to being unremunerative signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-615 

20th November 1896 

Plans of the Bathville nos 1,3 and 8 pits and the Bakelon (?)no. 9 pit at Bathgate closed for mill coal at Bathville and 

the ball and main coal due to being unremunerative and being inundated by water and the Ball and Coxrod coal at 

Bakelon due to exhaustion as far as remuneration and the water damage on the 4th July 1896 signed by J.B. 

Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-616 

20th November 1896 

Plans of the Lodge nos 1 and 2 pits and Binniehill nos 1 and 2 pits in Slamannan owned by John Watson Ltd. closed 

for Johnstone, Ladygrange and Splint coal at Lodge and Ladygrange and Splint coal at Binniehill on the 3rd April 1896 

in all cases due to exhaustion signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-617 

20th November 1896 

Plans of the Smithfield nos 6 and 9 pits in Clackmannan owned by the Clackmannan Coal company closed for the 

Cherry and Splint coal in both pits on the 12th and 27th March respectively, the cherry coal being exhausted for 

remuneration and the Splint coal unremunerative in both pits and signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-618 

21st November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.S. Graves, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, West Regent Street, pointing out 

that he believes Mr. Graves was wrong in asserting that the blae heaps at the brickworks at Coltness Iron Works 

were regulated by the Factory Inspection Department. Mr. Atkinson quotes the Quarries act which issued the 

instructions that any quarry where the depth of the excavation or weight of the working is 20 foot or above comes 

under the jurisdiction of the Inspector of Mines along with refuse heaps which are worked to gain slag or other 



minerals or works which are situated at a distance of one mile or less from the quarry itself. In these circumstances 

the Inspector of Mines is responsible for enforcing the Factory and Workshop acts and since Mr. Russell, who has 

written about the blaes heaps at Hallcraig, considers the works to conform to these conditions, he wishes to point 

this out. He admits that he finds the Factory acts confusing and difficult to understand and wishes he could be free of 

them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Wilson, M.P., Glasgow, confirming receipt of his letter concerning the New 

Coal Mines act and safety lamps. He adds that he believes the methods of payments in the use of the lamps is left 

open. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-619 

21st November 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-620,3rd letter below) on the death of 

William Chalmers. The 13 year old briquette loader was killed at the briquette works at the Coltness Iron company 

on the 18th November 1896 at about 4.30 p.m. after he was caught and his right leg was run over by a briquette 

wagon. After visiting the place of the incident two days later, Mr. Atkinson concluded that the accident occurred due 

to the deceased leaving the wagon he was loading, moving it forward a little and then moving another wagon loaded 

with briquettes and somehow getting caught between them. Although no witnesses saw this happen, the foreman 

James Brown found him lying next to the rails with the last wheel of a wagon on his leg. At this point, the deceased's 

brother called the alarm. John Coulter, the 17 year old loader entrusted with moving the wagons, corroborated the 

foreman's statement that the deceased had been cautioned against interfering with the wagons. 15 year old James 

Wardlaw had been left in the wagon when the deceased had left it and confirmed that the wagon was moved by a 

short distance after he left but could not say who moved it. Mr. Atkinson quotes Section 7 (3) of the Coal Mines act 

which prohibits boys from moving railway wagons. He also notes that the Coltness Iron Works believes that the 

accident falls under the Coal Mines act but Mr. Atkinson adds that he is not sure of this. For the public enquiry Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that Mr. Brown, Mr. coulter and Mr. Wardlow be called. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-620 

21st November 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of David 

Neilson by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, Checkweigher, Falkirk, informing him that Mr. Clelland had promised to 

abolish the night shift at Shieldhill colliery so that the unfairness Mr. Hall had pointed out regarding deductions 

would cease. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson enclosing a report on the death of William Chalmers (see NEIMME-JBA-7-619 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-621 

21st November 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Dick, Knownoblehill colliery, informing him that the plan he has sent of the colliery is 

unsatisfactory and does not meet with the requirements of the Coal Mines Act Amendment act of 1896. He advises 

him to instruct Mr. Johnstone and Mr. Hawkins, who have the workings on separate sheets, to prepare tracings on 

the colliery and then inform him of the results. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-622 

21st November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Divisional Officer, Hamilton Barracks, informing him of his 

findings when he visited the coal operations under the barracks on the 19th November 1896. He inspected the Ell, 

Main Coal and Splint seams, finding the latter almost finished, the first with still a considerable amount of coal to be 

worked and the Main Coal only opening up with practically all of its coal still waiting to be excavated. The Ell and 

Splint coal seams had some roof falls, considerably so in the case of the latter, but Mr. Atkinson considers these will 

not affect the surface under the barracks (see NEIMME-JBA-7-396 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-623 

23rd November 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of James Kidd by 

Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher, Falkirk, reiterating that he had tried to alleviate the 

unfairness Mr. Hall had noted in the deductions being improperly applied, with dirt sent up during the day shift 

being applied to deductions made during the night shift by Mr. Clelland agreeing to stop the night shift (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-620, 2nd letter). He adds that any further attempt at convictions will probably fail, based on his 

experiences of deduction cases and belief that the court will not go along with Mr. Hall's position on the subject, but 

will submit to the Home Secretary any statement he might want to draw up showing clearly how the deductions are 

imposed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-624 

23rd November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts at the 

Budgecastle no.2 pit (while pointing out that the application was incorrectly applied) under Section 18(iii) (a) under 

the conditions that no more than 20 persons are allowed underground at any one time in connection with the single 

shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second outlet is completed as quickly as 

possible and the exemption expires on the 31st May 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-625 

24th November 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.W. Turnbull, Shotts Iron company, Edinburgh, confirming the appointments 

of John Paul and Isaac Love as the managers of Shotts Collieries and Castlehill colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-626/627 

Undated 

Complaint against John Henderson made by John Hall (or a reply by J.B. Atkinson to John Hall?) (see NEIMME-JBA-7-

623, 2nd letter etc.) The letter points out that it is not reasonable for a fireman to be held responsible for the 

inspections necessary for 2 shifts in a pit such as Cornsilloch colliery where a day shift from 6a.m. to 4p.m. is 

immediately followed by a night shift from 4p.m. to 2a.m. If the areas are continually worked during these shifts 

General Rule 4(i) about inspections being made before the beginning of work would be said to have been satisfied by 

one inspection in the early morning before the day shift begins. The letter advises that the fireman should be 

interviewed to ascertain whether he was instructed to take responsibility for both shifts. The letter also suggests that 

the sheriff's assertion that only a fireman can be prosecuted under General Rule 4 is not necessarily true, as Section 

50 points out that any person whatsoever who contravenes the General Rules including the owner, agent and 

manager can be found guilty of an offence if he is found not to have taken all reasonable means of publishing and 

enforcing these rules. It is then pointed out that since the inspection in this case was not made, was it not 

reasonable for the manager to employ someone for this purpose? If such a person was found to have been 

employed and did not do so the charge would be met under Special Rule 2 allowing the manager to appoint 

necessary competent persons, but the writer has not heard of such an appointed worker. He adds that the passing of 

responsibility to an undermanager or an oversman by such a manager would not be sufficient. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-628 

27th November 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Connel, Lochgelly Iron and Coal company, confirming the appointment of 

William Stewart as the undermanager of Little Raith colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-629 

27th November/28th November 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Gow, Caithness Flagstone company, Thurso, suggesting that since the causes of 

the death of James Meiklejohn were so trifling he does not propose to visit the place to investigate the accident 

involved. He suggests that the doctor's opinion on the matter is sent to him, particularly on whether his blood 

poisoning was caused by the injury to his ankle. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, promising to look further into the ventilation at the 

Merryton Main Coal seam and the accident to R. Cummings at Blairmuckhill, but reiterating his position of non-

interference into the weighing dispute at Cornsilloch. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 28th November, enclosing a report 

on the death of David McCrae (see NEIMME-JBA-7-630 below). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-630 

28th November 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-629, 3rd letter above) on the 

death of David McCrae. The 20 year old stoneminer was killed by the explosion of a shot of gelignite in an exploring 

coal mine situated in the Virtuewell seam of the no.2 pit at Brownlee colliery on the 25th November 1896. The 

accident occurred after the deceased and the stoneminer Thomas Allen who was in charge of the work and with 

whom he was working had set two shots of gelignite ready to fire. Both of the men attempted to light the fuse of 

each with their lamp, but according to Mr. Allen the deceased had not succeeded in lighting his when they had to 

retreat to avoid the firing of the other shot. When the first shot exploded, a horse was disturbed and started to 

move away. Mr. Allen went to try and retrieve it and when he returned he found that Mr. McCrae had gone back to 

the site of the second shot. He testified that he called to the deceased to come back when an explosion took place. 

After relighting his extinguished light, Mr. Allen went forward and found Mr. McCraes body about four yards from 

the face. Mr. Atkinson considers that although returning to the site of a shot that has not exploded before thirty 

minutes have elapsed is a contravention of Special Rule 95, Mr. Allen's testimony that the second fuse had not been 

lit would mean this would not apply. He suggests that Mr. Allen and Alexander Kerr,the fireman who was in the place 

shortly after the incident would be sufficient witnesses for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-631 

November 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-632 

November 1896 

Plan containing statistics and nil written through the bottom(see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-633 

November 1896 

Plan with nil written through the centre of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-634 

November 1896 

Plan with nil written through the centre of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-635 

1st December 1896 



Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Mitchell and sons, Edinburgh, informing him that the new Special Rules have been 

slightly modified and that he encloses two copies of the newly modified Rules. He adds that he is trying to obtain the 

agreement of Quarry owners to adopt these new Rules when they are eventually proposed formally by the Home 

Secretary and hopes that he will oblige. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works, Newmains, informing him that the new Special 

Rules for Quarries will shortly be formally proposed and thanking him for the bore journal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-636 

2nd December 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting amendments to the draft of order under Section 6 of the 

Coal Mines Regulation act of 1896. Mr. Atkinson recommends that the specification that only coal mines will be 

subject to the application of order is unnecessary since it is nowhere mentioned that clay or stratified limestone will 

be included, the exceptions also including oil shale. He adds that the shafts involved should specify those sunk from 

the surface as those sunk underground are classified as roads and subject to any prohibition that roads are subject 

to. He concludes that the definition of roads should leave out the specification that they should be working as a road 

as this may lead to a coal face that is temporarily abandoned. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.G. Troup, Home Office, remarking that he has seen his letter referring to the 

Explosives in Coal Mines order and has made some observations on them which he encloses (see letter above) and 

he has marked the draft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-637 

2nd December 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-6-638 below) on the death of 

George Simpson. The 34 year old miner was fatally injured on the 1st December at about 6.40 a.m. at the Crosshill 

mine by a shot of gunpowder which apparently went off as he was attempting to light it. Mr. Atkinson continues that 

on his visit to the site of the incident that day he saw nothing unusual in the shot's position in coal near the dip side 

of the level road. His partner David Suttie remarked that he had heard the deceased shout out a warning that he was 

about to light a shot immediately prior to the explosion but when he shouted after that, he heard nothing. When he 

went to the place, he found the deceased lying about three yards from the shot.  A boy called James Sinclair who 

was also nearby had helped Mr. Simpson put away the graith. Mr. Atkinson suggests that Mr. Suttie and Mr. Sinclair 

should be called as witnesses at the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-638 

2nd December/5th December 1896 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing reports on the deaths of 

William Campbell and George Simpson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-637 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 5th December, enclosing a report on 

the death of Joseph Brown from Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-639 

4th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of George 

Gible as the manager of the Muiravonside, Blackston, Candie and Redford pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-640 

5th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Netherburn Coal company, Hamilton, on the subject of Netherburn coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-641 

5th December/7th December 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Gow, Caithness Flagstone company, Thurso, confirming receipt of a letter 

concerning the death of James Meicklejohn and asking for a doctor's certificate giving the cause of death. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Walker, Springwells Colliery, Airdrie, trying to arrange a meeting with Mr. 

Walker concerning the plans of the colliery suggesting either a meeting at the colliery the next Wednesday morning 

or any place in Glasgow before 12 noon the same day. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, dated 7th December, enclosing a report 

on the death of John Barr by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-642 

5th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Office, informing Her Majesty's 

Inspector of Explosives about two separate accidents involving high explosives. The first occurred at Brownlee 

colliery owned by Archibald Russell on the 25th November when a 20 year old stoneminer called David McCrae was 

killed by an explosion when he returned to a second shot of gelignite under the impression that it had not kindled 

and the first shot went off killing him. In the second incident at Charleston Limestone quarry, two borers Roderick 

Meldrum and John Roxburgh were injured while charging a hole with gelignite. After placing one shot in a hole 4 feet 

deep, they tried to introduce a second which stuck. When one of them tried to force it in with an iron scraper it 

exploded. On this occasion Mr. Atkinson believes the gelignite was still frozen and had not thawed out. In any case, 

the injuries here were not very serious. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-643 

5th December/7th December 1896 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-642 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to D. Johnston, Charleston Lime Works, Dunfermline, dated 7th December 1896, 

enclosing part of of the Federal Institute transactions containing a paper on Limestone mining and asking him to 

return it once he has looked at it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-644 

6th December/7th December 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Thomas Carlin (see NEIMME-JBA-7-645 below). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Hall, checkweigher, Falkirk, dated 7th December, telling him he is not 

prepared to take any action regarding the deductions at Shieldhill in the light of recent decisions(taken). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-645 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-644, 1st letter above) on the 

death of Thomas Carlin/Carolan. The 23 year old sinker was killed when a plank fell down the shaft of the no.10 pit 

at Cowdenbeath colliery on the 4th December at about 9.45 a.m. while he was sinking along with James McKay and 

hit him on the head. At the time three other sinkers including James Hall were at the bottom of the shaft and the 

pitheadman William Graham was at the shaft top. After investigating after the accident, the manager Mr. Rowan, 

the contractor John Toole and the leading sinker the aforementioned James McKay were unable to ascertain exactly 

where the plank had fallen from. Mr. Atkinson examined the plank and found no signs of nail indentations or of it 

being secured, leading him to believe that the plank had been displaced when some of the strands of wire rope 

being used in place of pump rods had broken and had worked their way loose. He believes that the plank may have 

been used for scaffolding and had been left lying around. He adds that the men previously named would be 

adequate as witnesses for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-646 

8th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing list no.5 

of Quarry owners who had agreed to adopt the new revised code of Special Rules for Quarries when formally 

proposed by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-591 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-647 



9th December 1896 

List of quarries agreeing to adopt new Revised code of Special Rules proposed by the Secretary of State signed by H. 

Johnstone and J.B. Atkinson and including Murdochhead, Schampalt, Ravelstone, Esperstone, Hillwood, Bellhole and 

Hiddleston. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-648 

10th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Raebog coal company on the subject of Raebog coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-649 

10th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Carmairs Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has 

acquired Carmairs colliery from Mr. Brown and has appointed James Houston as its certificated manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-650 

10th December 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to McNaughton and Gowanlock, Glasgow, acknowledging receipt of proofs of report 

books and circular proposed for reference to the Quarries act.  He encloses notes on the publications and a proposed 

Record of Dangers page. He adds that he has no objection to them stating that the publications are approved by Her 

Majesty's Inspectors of Mines but reminds them that not all quarries will adhere to the new Special Rules until they 

are formally established. Mr. Atkinson continues that he personally proposes only enforcing them in quarries that 

employ 10 or more persons in his district. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Cornelius by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-651 

12th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Agnew, Glasgow, confirming that he has taken over the no.5 pit at 

Rochsolloch colliery from the Airdrie Coal company keeping on Mr. Greig as its manager. Mr. Atkinson also notes 

that the no. 40 pit at Cleland is in Mr. Ronaldson's district, not his. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-652 

12th December 1896 

Four letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Paull, Leadhills, explaining his intention to visit Leadhills colliery on the 19th 

December, arriving on the 18th and hoping to have dinner with Mr. Paull that evening. He also asks if it is possible 

for a Mr. Wood to accompany him, a colliery manager who would like to see something of the lead mining there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the deaths of R. 

Brown and G. Hunter by Mr. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Balfour, Largs, asking him to call a committee meeting of the London golf club 

on Thursday 31st December at 6.30 p.m. at the club house. He also suggests that a meeting of the finance 

committee should follow the first meeting, adding that the letters should be signed business important. He adds that 

he should be able to be present. 

The fourth from J.B. Atkinson to W. Wood, Haughead Coal company, Brownhouse, telling him that he has arranged a 

meal at the Hotel at 7 p.m. and a conveyance to get them there, and that he has written to Mr. Paull asking 

permission for him to visit the Leadhills mines. (see 1st letter above). He adds that he will meet him at Carstairs on 

the 18th December and, if he brings his clubs, they may be able to play a game at Crawford on the (following) 

Monday. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-653 

16th December 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to P. Hull, Arundel Gardens, apologising for not having any official figures on the yield of 

oil from oil shale worked in his district but that he estimates that it may vary from 20 to 30 gallons per ton. He 

suggests he should refer to Volume 4 page 36 of the Transactions of the Federated Institute of Mining Engineers for 

a paper on the Scottish Oil industry which may be of help. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Robert Swaim, Glespin collieries, Douglas, informing him that he has been told that 

Mr. Swaim has begun proving on old waste that has been opened up at Glespin. He tells him that Mr. McLaren will 

call to see what he is doing. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Miner's Agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into ventilation 

problems at the Lower Drumgray seam of the no. 2 pit at Cornsilloch, the Splint coal seam at Milburn, the Soft Coal 

seam at Auldton and the Soft and Splint coal seams at Merryton. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-654 

16th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application of Drumbow pit for exemption from 2 shafts 

under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided that no more than 20 persons are employed underground in 

connection with the one shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is 

completed as soon as possible and the exemption concludes on the 30th April 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-655 

17th December 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Clelland, Carron, Sterlingshire, confirming the appointment of Richard 

Robertson as the manager of Carronhall colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-656 

19th December 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-767, 1st letter below) on the death of John 

Potter. The 66 year old wagon trimmer was injured on the sidings of the no.3 pit at Bent colliery at about 7.30 a.m. 

on the 12th December. The exact details of the accident are unknown since no one witnessed what happened. The 

wagon shifter James Gaffney stated that the deceased had 'got a squeeze' when he noticed him while moving 

forward two wagons on the two lines of rails joining the line of rails the deceased was engaged in trimming. Mr. 

Atkinson notes that at the time of the accident a train of empty wagons was being pushed up (hill?)  by a locomotive 

engine outside the line of rails on which the deceased's wagon was situated. Robert Baillie, a brakesman for the 

Caledonian Railway company, testified that he saw the deceased on the top of a ladder at his wagon while the driver 

of the train did not notice the deceased. The pitheadman was called to the scene after the incident but could not 

deduce what exactly had happened. Mr. Potter died of his injuries four days after the accident. Mr. Atkinson 

suggests that all the aforementioned workers apart from Mr. Baillie may be called as witnesses for the public 

enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-657 

19th December/20th December 1896 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing reports on the deaths of John Potter 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-656 above) and James Kinnis(?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, receiver undecipherable, reporting on the lack of second shifts at a colliery 

that is also undecipherable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-658 

21st December 1896 

Plan of the Knownoblehill colliery at Shotts owned by Robert Dirk reporting on the ceasing of work at the Weir, 

Humph, Splint and Virtuewell coal and the Roughband Ironstone on the 1st August 1896 due to their being 

unremunerative, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-659 

(23rd December 1896?) 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-660, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Lavin Durk. The 29 year old quarrier was employed in the Grange Quarry near Burntisland and was injured when a 

piece of rock from the quarry face fell from above where he was working on top of him at about 3 p.m. on the 18th 

December 1896. He died from his injuries the same day. The apprentice quarrier John Mitchell, with whom he 



worked, testified that he and the deceased had worked the face in a downwards motion from where the stone fell to 

about 30 feet below and had thought it safe. Just before the rock fall, a small shot had been fired and had just 

exploded with the men returning to their work just as the fall happened. The foreman James Mitchell remarked that 

he had seen the stone falling and thought it was about a half cwt in weight. Mr. Atkinson reports that he was shown 

a stone at the site which was supposed to be the one that had fell. Three weeks before the accident, a borer Walter 

Kinnell had put some holes below the stone involved but he reported that the deceased had examined the face 

above and pronounced it safe. Mr. Atkinson theorises that the sun that shined on the quarry face from 10a.m. to 1 

p.m. frequently during the season involved may have loosened the stone in conjunction with the frost. He adds that 

the persons mentioned in the report should be called as witnesses for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-660 

23rd December/24th December 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, ednclosing a report on the death of Lavin 

Durk (see NEIMME-JBA-7-659 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Bowhill Coal company, Cardenden, dated 24th December, informing them that 

the Special Rules for sinking pits at Bowhill colliery only allow up to 4 men to ride in a kettle and he has no power to 

allow this number to be exceeded. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Adam and company, builders, Thurso, dated 24th December, asking him to 

provide the name and age of the man injured in an incident at Scrabster quarry and state whether the accident had 

taken place inside or outside of the quarry itself. He adds that a sketch of the area involved would also be useful. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-661 

26th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, asking him to 

clarify who should be responsible for identifying the surveyor or other approved person who certifies the accuracy of 

plans of abandoned mines as specified in Section 4 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1896. He asks for clarification 

as to what form should be used, whether the owner of the mine or the Inspector should select the certifier and 

whether the government will be liable for a fee if the Inspector decides. He adds that up until that time the owners 

of the minerals and the owners of the mine have been jointly responsible for the surveying of such mines using 

mining engineers with offices in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-662 

Undated. 

List of new mines of 1896 (by J.B. Atkinson), receiver unknown, which includes 2 new pits from the Woodmuir Coal 

company; 2 new pits at Lumphinnans from the Cowdenbeath Coal company; North Greengairs colliery acquired by 

the Armadale Coal company; Raebog colliery from the Raebog Coal company; a new pit in Midlothian from A. White 

and company of Ormiston; Prestonpans at Northfield colliery from James McNeil of Portobello; The peat mine at 

Drumhead colliery in Cupar owned by Mitchell and Laing; Deans mines from the Pumpherston Oil company; 

Hardaxwood mine from William Dixon Ltd; Duntilland colliery from A. Danks; the Netherburn colliery from the 



Netherburn Coal company; the Vagine colliery acquired by Dunston Coal company; Auchinstilloch colliery acquired 

by the Cairntish Gas Coal company, the Skellyton and Fairholm collieries acquired by the Larkhall and Fairholm 

Collieries company; The Begg colliery acquired by Walter Herd and son of Kirkcaldy; Lochty colliery started by James 

Bell of Monklands; a colliery on Longridge farm, Stonehouse, by William Reynolds, the Carmmers colliery from the 

Carmmers Colliery company and Rochsolloch colliery acquired by John Agnew of Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-663 

26th December/28th December/29th December 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Bowhill Coal company, Cardenden, Fife, advising them that the Secretary of State 

has no power to allow more than 4 people to ride on a kettle at the Bowhill colliery and that the only way to allow it 

would be to amend their own Special Rules under Section 54 (i) of the Coal Mines act of 1887 but even then he 

would not advise the Secretary of State to accept their proposal which would probably lead to arbitration (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-660, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 28th December, agreeing to the application for exemption 

from 2 shafts by the no. 1 and 2 pits at Brownlee colliery in the splint coal seams and adding that no time need be 

mentioned. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Barrowman, dated 29th December, advising him that Mr. Paull had said that a 

paper on gold mining at Leadhills was not worthwhile at the moment as the operations were not sufficiently 

advanced.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-664 

29th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Armour, Peutland Iron Works, Loanhead, confirming the appointment 

of James M. Thomson as the manager of the Peutland and Straiton mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-665 

30th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Green, Barr and Higgins, Glasgow, confirming that operations have begun at 

the Brownhill colliery to deepen the shaft from the Splint to the Virtuewell seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-666 

29th December 1896 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-667 below) on the death of 

Robert Fletcher Taylor. The 23 year old coal miner was instantly killed when a piece of roof stone fell on him while he 

was holing the coal in a pillar of coal in the Upper Ell coal seam of the no.1 pit at Brownlee colliery on the 26th 

December 1896 at about 7.20 a.m. At the time, his father and fellow coal miner Robert Taylor, Archibald Reed Senior 



and Junior, Charles Reed and Hugh Magshey were working nearby. The deceased's father noted that John Blake the 

fireman reported no problems with the area when he inspected it before the miners began work, arriving at 5.15 

that morning with work beginning at 6. Two brushers, Mark Goldie and William McVeeth had been brushing the area 

during the previous shift and it was at the face of the brushing that the stone fell. James Wardlaw the roadsman 

reported that he had put up some trees in the road near the face before the accident and Mr. Atkinson notes that 

when he visited he saw loose trees about the place. For the public inquiry, Mr. Atkinson suggests calling Robert 

Taylor, John Blake, James Wardlaw and Mark Goldie. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-667 

29th December 1896 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennent, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Fletcher Taylor (see NEIMME-JBA-7-666 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-668 

30th December 1896 

Letter by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, remarking on the position regarding payments to brushers and 

checkweighers. He remarks that he does not think brushers should pay checkweighers since their pay does not 

depend on how much mineral they get from the ground but how much useless minerals they take down from the 

roads to make height. He adds that they can measure for themselves the amount of work they have done. He notes 

that they are paid in three ways- either by the lineal fathom of stone they brush, how much they brush per ton of 

the output of a section of workings or so much per shift. In the second instance he argues that even when they are 

paid depending on how much mineral is taken per ton of a section's output this is merely a convenient way to avoid 

calculating the lineal fathom of each stone brushed and does not infer that the brusher is involved in 'getting' the 

minerals. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-669 

30th December 1896 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of John Delaney 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew 

Jack by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, miner's agent, Larkhall, promising to look further into problems of 

ventilation at the Splint coal seam at Bog colliery and the Splint coal seam and others at Allanton colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-670 

31st December 1896 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Thomas Brown and sons, St. Andrews, confirming that the company has 

abandoned the workings at the Lathallan no.1 Soft Splint shaft and asking for the statutory return for that pit only as 

he has the returns for the no.1 and 2 Main Splint shafts.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-671 

December 1896 

Plan containing statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-672 

December 1896 

Plan containing statistics and a large nil written through the bottom of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-673 

December 1896 

Plan containing nil written through the centre of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-674 

December 1896 

Plan containing nil written through the centre of it signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-675 

3rd January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Pumpherston Oil company, Deans Oil works, concerning Deans Oil Shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-676 

7th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing a sixth 

list of Quarries whose owners have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special Rules when they are proposed by the 

Secretary of State and promises that further lists will follow (see NEIMME-JBA-7-646 etc). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-677 

6th January 1897 



List no.6 of Quarries whose owners have agreed to accept the revised code of Special Rules when proposed by the 

Secretary of State including Charlestown, Kingseat, Newbigging and Goldrie as well as three quarries in Edinburgh. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-678 

6th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-677 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Milton Coal company, Glasgow, confirming he has received the companies' 

application for exemption from 2 shafts at Shatshill colliery. He proposes visiting the colliery the next Thursday 

morning to make further inquiries but accepts that they can continue working in the colliery until then. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-679 

8th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.G.G. Asher, County Rooms, Edinburgh, remarking that no plan was deposited with 

the Home Office of the abandoned workings at the Murieston Limestone mine since Section 14 of the Metalliferous 

Mines act stated that no plan was needed if the persons employed underground did not exceed 12 as was the case 

with the mine specified. Despite this, he believes that the former owner Mr. Cunningham or the landlord of the 

property could probably provide Mr. Asher with a plan. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the extension of the exemption from 2 shafts by 

Shieldhill colliery at Carluke since the owners are in the process of sinking a second shaft and driving underground 

towards it. He suggests that the terms of the exemption remain the same with the extension extended to the 30th 

June 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-680 

8th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A and J. Russell, Ryding colliery, Airdrie, confirming the appointment of 

Archibald M. Broom as the manager of Ryding colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-681 

9th January 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal - see NEIMME-JBA-7-683, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

Walter Scott. The 69 year old pumping engineman, who had been doing the job for 40 years at the Lingerwood pit, 

was found dead in a trough into which one of the two ends of the condensor beam worked on the 2nd January at 

some time shortly after 9.30 a.m. He had last been seen alive shortly after 7 that morning by the boiler fireman 

Edward Coursy. He was found only after the shaftsman George Sneddon had been to see the deceased at about 9.30 

at the pumping engine house where he found a boy named Archibald Brown also waiting for him. When he found 



him absent, Mr. Sneddon returned to the engine house and sent down a ladder to a lower floor which had gas lights 

burning to try and find him. After a while he found his body in the trough. He then went upstairs to stop the 

pumping engine, told the manager Mr. Mackay and then removed the body with Mr. Coursy's help. A flask of whisky 

was found in his jacket which was hanging on a rail between the two ends of the beam and Mr. Atkinson adds that 

two further empty flasks were found nearby. He adds that he believes the deceased may have slipped as he was 

stepping to or from his jacket and been struck by the beam as it moved slowly either up or down, causing his fall. He 

suggests that George Sneddon, Edward Coursy and Archibald Brown be called for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-682 

9th January 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-683, 1st letter below) on the death of 

Alexander Lochhead. The 36 year old engineman was found dead on the 3rd January at about 8.30 a.m. crushed by 

the flywheel of the pumping engine at Morshand colliery. He had been on an extended shift that had begun at 7.30 

the morning before and was due to be relieved when William Pettigrew found him at 8.30 on the morning of the 3rd. 

Mr. Pettigrew had left him working at 7.30 the previous morning  and did not see him alive again. Upon arrival at 

8.20 a.m., Mr. Pettigrew found the pumping engine standing and the boiler fires out. As he was in the process of 

firing the boiler up and starting the pumping engine after failing to see the deceased, he noticed him stuck fast in the 

flywheel. He then raised the alarm and the oversman Alex Adam, manager Samuel Anderson and the doctor were 

sent for. Upon their arrival, the deceased was set free from the wheel. Mr. Atkinson notes that the deceased had 

been seen away from the pit during his shift and that his wife had been to visit him. Mr. Atkinson adds that he 

believes the accident probably happened because the single cylinder of the engine was caught in the centre of the 

flywheel which it was reported sometimes happened and the deceased got caught while trying to right it. He adds 

the names of william Pettigrew and manager Samuel Anderson as suitable witnesses for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-683 

9th January/12th January 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander 

Lochhead (see NEIMME-JBA-7-682 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Walter 

Scott. (see NEIMME-JBA-7-681 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 12th January, enclosing a report on the 

death of Thomas Dancy by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-684 

12th January/13th January 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, enclosing the only intimations of plans he can find on an unnamed 

subject. He adds that he believes there is printed information to go with it but cannot find it suggesting that 'Bill' give 

him a specific date to help. He adds that the Explosive order has not caused any problems where he is as yet. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 13th January, enclosing a report on 

the death of James Robertson and the enquiry concerning James Crawford from Mr. McLaren.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-685 

14th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Greenhill Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming that they are about to 

sink their no.12 pit at the Greenhill colliery from the Main Coal to the Upper Drumgray with plans to sink the no.9 pit 

from the Ironstone to the Lower Drumgray coal after the first sinking is completed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-686 

16th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Connel, Lochgelly Iron and Coal company, confirming that they have 

begun to open up a mine from the surface to the Lochgelly Parrot seam and also to sink a pit to the Dunfermline 

Splint seam at the Little Raith colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-687 

16th January/18th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Mungall advising him that he does not think notice need be given as to the closing 

of the wind coal workings at the no.3 pit at Cowdenbeath colliery since the closing does not lead to the shaft being 

completely abandoned or the working discontinued, but adds that it could be argued that in its broadest sense in the 

use of winding minerals working could be argued. He adds that he does not think the notice falls to be made under 

the act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Grangeworth Coal company, dated 18th January, explaining that the Explosives 

in Coal Mines Order refers to coal mines that have noted fire-damp in the previous 6 months or those which are not 

wet throughout. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-688 

18th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Bell, Balgonie Place, Mackinch, confirming that his company has 

commenced a mine at Lochty colliery at Pittenmecene(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-689 



19th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Ormiston Coal company, East Lothian, confirming that Joseph Main has 

been made the Undermanager of the Ormiston Station and Cockum collieries in the room of James Moffat. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-690 

19th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Larkhall Buikfields Limited, Glasgow, confirming that the company has taken 

over the Birkenshaw pit to work the fireclay only. He adds that the Special Rules which applied when the pit was 

working coal still apply. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-691 

19th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.M. Hutchings, London, promising to inform him if any improvement can be found in 

the forms he has provided in connection with the Colliery Report books. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Miner's offices, Dunfermline, confirming receipt of a print of the 

proceedings at the public enquiry into the death of Henry Swan. He adds that although he sees the practice of lifting 

the spokes off a flywheel to get an engine off centre rather unwise, he knows of no General or Special Rule 

preventing it and believes that it is probably often done. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-692 

20th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Darling, Calderhead colliery, Shotts, confirming that the colliery was 

stopped entirely in November of 1896. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-693 

20th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H. Ferguson, Raebog Coal company, Airdrie, confirming that the company is 

opening another mine to the Virtuewell seam about 300 yards from the present mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-694 

20th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Watson Limited, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Thomas 

Jamieson as the manager of Motherwell collieries. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-695 

20th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

Joseph Ellis by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to H.C. Gower, Queen Street, London, remarking that he does not want to 

convert his small holding of 4 and a half per cent Debenture stock to new 4 per cent stock at the present time but 

will check its value again in June. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-696 

21st January 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-698, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

James Robb.The coal miner,aged around 50 years old, was killed after a fall of roof stone buried him in the Splint 

Coal seam of the no.4 pit at Motherwell at about 11 a.m. on the 15th January 1897. The place of the incident had 

been examined twice that morning- at 4.30 a.m by the fireman Harry Dyer and at 8 a.m. by the oversman William 

Houston who both thought it safe. The deceased and his drawer Robert Neil had started work at 6 a.m. and had no 

problems until 11 when the roof near the face broke down the timber causing 15 inches of blaes to fall on Mr. Robb 

as he was creeping from the place. Mr. Neil was a few yards away and immediately ran to the lye to sound the alarm. 

The contractor drawer William Bullock arrived and sent Mr. Neil to fetch the miner James Cassidy. Upon his arrival 

Mr. Bullock and Mr. Cassidy went to extricate Mr. Robb but he was dead when he was released. Mr. Bullock 

reported that he had transported the deceased to the area only 15 minutes before the accident with 3 hutches, one 

of which was already filled. He only had to fill the other two and his work there was finished. Mr. Atkinson notes that 

the roof there was soft and needed a lot of timber to shore it up, but noted that there was timber on hand for that 

purpose and that the deceased was an experienced miner who had previously acted as a fireman. He suggests that 

Mr. Bullock, Mr. Neil and Mr. Dyer should be sufficient witnesses for the public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-697 

22nd January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Drumshangie Coal company, Airdrie, confirming that their no.5 and no.9 

pits have been abandoned and that they are sinking a pit to be called no.12 to work the Virtuewell seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-698 

22nd January 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Mrs. Black, Bay View, Lundin Links, offering her the sum of £45 for the lease 

of Bay View for the months of June, July and August of 1897.  



The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Robb (see NEIMME-JBA-7-696 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Gebbie and Young, Strathaven, arranging to meet with Mr. Gebbie at the book stall at 

(Glasgow) Central Station on the next Wednesday at 12.30 p.m. unless prevented by urgent business in the 

meantime of which he will give notice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-699 

23rd January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Russell, Coltness Iron Works, Newmains, confirming that the Coltness Iron 

company has taken over the Cleland ironstone pit from Barr and Higgins to use as a pumping pit for their Sunnyside 

pit appointing John Wardlaw as the manager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-700 

23rd January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Miners Offices, Dunfermline, remarking that he does not think that fencing 

impinges on the death of Henry Swan (see NEIMME-JBA-7-691, 2nd letter) since the fencing around the flywheel 

involved had been removed and not replaced and, in any case, it is usual to get inside the fence when getting an 

engine off the centre. He further remarks that an engineman had been killed at Morshead colliery that year while 

attempting to get an engine off the centre and he had been inside the fence. He advises him to obtain a copy of the 

proceedings at the inquiry to find the necessary particulars remarking that he hopes he has included all the 

necessary points there. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to McCreath's and Stevenson, St. Vincent Street, enclosing the Home Secretary's 

opinion as to the accuracy of the Ranyards plans to peruse and return as guidance to how to proceed with the 

question of the accuracy of the Holehousemuir abandoned plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-701 

23rd January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.S. Anderson, County Buildings, Peebles, giving his opinion that the value of stuff 

marked in the quarry returns should be that of rock in its rough state and not include costage or breaking. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clark, Oak House, East Lothian, remarking that he will arrange a meeting 

either in Edinburgh in the next few days when he receives word of when a forthcoming public inquiry takes place or 

in Glasgow on every night except Wednesday if he can make it there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-702/703 

25th January 1897 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, asking for 

instructions on how to apply the Truck Act of 1896 in regards to the practice of deductions for standard weight to 

miner's wages. He compares the remarks of Section 12(i) of the Coal Mines Regulation act which remarks that 

deductions shall be made when hutches are improperly filled to the Truck Act Section 1 which remarks that an 

employer shall not make any contract with any workman regarding deductions unless particulars are given in writing 

as to what acts of omissions are involved causing such a deduction to take place each time such a fine is imposed. He 

asks firstly whether Section 8 of the Truck Act exempts any arrangements regarding standard weights deductions or 

whether the practice of printing proceedings every time there is a deduction or whether it would be sufficient to 

note how many hutches were sent up with coal above the standard weight rather than an exact measurement of the 

amount the weight is over the standard. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-704 

26th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A (Ash) Atkinson giving him the address of a friend of a Mr. Urquhart who may be 

able to help him get in touch with a Sir S. Samuel regarding a New South Wales appointment. He adds he did see Mr. 

Urquhart but he intimated he was not on good terms with Mr. Samuel. He remarks that he should go to London to 

meet said friend using a letter and card he has. He does not think that the Home Office would or should help him in 

this endeavour and he is in any case not going there until March. He adds that he knows of no other applicant for the 

position. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Brown and company, Hamilton, arranging a visit to the company at Hope 

Street the next day to meet Mr. William Brown concerning the Home Farm case.  

   

NEIMME-JBA-7-705 

25th January/27th January 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from Howard J. Urquhart to J.B. Atkinson referring him to James Ritchie Dickson in Surrey for a reference, 

giving him a note of introduction and his own card to help and insure some assistance from him if possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Cleghorn Terracotta Company, Glasgow, dated 27th January, confirming their 

erection of works at Cleghorn for the manufacturing of bricks.  

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 27th January, allowing Netherburn colliery an extension to its 

exemption from 2 shafts under the same conditions, the new exemption expiring on the 31st July 1897.   

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-706 

27th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the deaths of 

James Graham and H. Thomson by Mr. Johnstone. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-707 

28th January 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Rankine, Darngavil Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment 

of John King as the undermanager of nos 1,2 and 27 pits at Darngavil colliery with David Burt remaining as the 

undermanager of the nos 3 and 10 pits. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-708 

29th January 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-709, 2nd letter) on the deaths 

of James Graham and Hugh Thomson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-706). The two men were killed when one of the winding 

ropes in the Dora pit at the Little Raith colliery which was being used to lower a dip cage with the deceased men on 

it snapped sending the men crashing to what Mr. Atkinson believes to have been an instant death. The incident 

occurred on the 22nd January at some time just after 6 a.m. after the cage had been lowered 4 turns of the drum on 

which the rope had been placed on the 14th August 1894. The day previously, the engineman James Hall had came 

on duty at 6p.m. and had lowered a William Duncan down the shaft about a half hour later to attend to a steam 

pump in the Dunfermline splint. The shaft had then been left until 6 a.m on the morning of the 22nd. Mr. Atkinson 

then surmises that the rope, which broke about 20 fathoms from the cage, must have given way due to wear and 

corrosion. The rope had been examined daily before the mine was suspended a few weeks earlier by the 

pitheadman William Falconer, but since then it had only been used to help people descend to the Dunfermline splint 

to keep a pumping engine going and to draw machinery up from the shaft which was due to be abandoned in the 

near future. James Graham, one of the deceased, had been appointed to check the shaft and ropes since then, a task 

he had failed to do at least in regards of making a report on the matter in a book provided for the purpose although 

the undermanager did report verbally on the matter. Mr. Atkinson suggests that the witnesses for the public enquiry 

should include James Hall, engineman Thomas Allen, William Duncan, William Falconer, the shaftsman William 

Carnochan and undermanager William Stewart. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-709 

29th January 1897 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-708. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the deaths 

of James Graham and Hugh Thomson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-708 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-710/711 

Undated 

Report on the Home Farm case by J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown. In the report, Mr. Atkinson puts across his view 

that the practice of owners using a standard weight to deduct from for dirt etc, despite becoming common, is unfair 

and that he disapproves of it. He argues that there is a considerable amount of coal seams in which the dirt and the 

coal are so inextricably linked it is cheaper to send the two up together, since the miners have inadequate appliances 



and imperfect light with which to sort out the extrication of one from the other. He also argues that having to pick 

out the dirt will lead to miners sending up less coal and would lead to miners needing a higher price per tonnage in 

order to top up their wages which could mean that mines could not be worked for a profit. In any case, such 

standard weights lead inevitably to a deduction of the miner's wages. He suggests that the dirt and coal be sent up 

together and be paid for together, with only the miners who fill up their hutches with more dirt than is reasonable 

being penalised. He also argues that the question of agreement between the owner/agent/ manager and the 

workers in the mine as mentioned in the proviso to section 12 of the Coal Mines act in regards to deductions or the 

machinery to be used to calculate such a difference is crucial. If the agreement was made for deductions the 

problem of machinery need not arise, but if this is not so there is the question of the legality of the deduction (a 

point Mr. Atkinson thinks was not raised by the prosecution) or whether an agreement can be said to have been 

made for deductions but not the machinery with which to determine them? 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-712 

31st January/2nd March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson remarking that the matter he wishes to be informed about will 

probably be settled in Australia within the next two months or so, if the letter he has received from Sir S. Samuels is 

accurate. He suggests that 'Ash' contact the colonial department while adding that the letter from Mr. Urquhart 

providing an introduction to Mr. Dickson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-705, 1st letter) should be sufficient for his purposes, 

but promises to help in any way he can, hoping that the matter can be settled by the time he goes to London in 

March. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin, Niddrie colliery, dated 2nd March (?), asking him for the use of a wire 

testing machine he believes they have in the colliery to test a piece of wire rope. He hopes to fix a time in a 

subsequent letter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-713 

30th January/2nd February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small promising to look further into the ventilation at Clyde colliery and gas 

and explosives at Garnock colliery. He adds that such investigations could be speeded up if he, in future, provided 

details into exactly where such problems have been said to occur. He also asks for him to return his blue books the 

next time he is in Glasgow. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nisbet, Lochgelly, dated 2nd February, asking him for a sample of the rope that 

broke to be tested by a machine at Niddrie colliery,for tensile and tarsion strength. He promises to tell him when he 

has arranged a time for the test (see NEIMME-JBA-7-712, 2nd letter). 

  

NEIMME-JBA-7-714 

30th January/1st February 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, remarking that the person to 

provide expert testimony as to the strength of a wire rope is a qualified rope maker and not himself. In the case of 

the deaths of James Graham and Hugh Thomson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-708, 1st letter) he adds that he cannot say 

what caused the undue wear and corrosion of the rope that snapped, but that the rope had not been in use for such 

a time to suggest that such corrosion would naturally occur. He promises that the two broken ends of the rope will 

be produced at the enquiry. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander 

Higgins by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-715 

1st February 1897 

Plan of the Springwells pit at New Monkland owned by W.H. Wilson in which the Splint, Virtuewell, Kiltongue, Upper 

Drumgray and Lower Drumgray seams were abandoned on the 10th July 1895 due to an increase of water caused by 

the stoppage of neighbouring pits, signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-716 

1st February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to D and R. Cowan and A. Maxwell, Riggend colliery, Airdrie, confirming that the 

company have started work on a coal pit at the lands of Riggend which is now down to the Kiltongue seam. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-717 

January 1897 

Plan containing statistics and a nil written through the bottom of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-718 

January 1897 

Plan containing statistics and a nil written through the bottom of it (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-719 

January 1897 

Plan containing two lines of statistics. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-720 

January 1897 



Plan containing a large nil through the centre of it signed by J.B. Atkinson (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-721 

5th February/6th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin, Niddrie colliery, thanking him for allowing the use of his rope testing 

machine (see NEIMME-JBA-7-713,2nd letter etc.) and promising to visit on the 9th February, adding that he will 

probably be accompanied by Mr. Nisbet, the manager of Lochgelly where the rope he wishes to test broke. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Nisbet, Lochgelly colliery, confirming he has received a sample of the rope that 

broke and that he proposes visiting Niddrie colliery on the 9th February to test it (see letter above etc.) He adds that 

he has told Mr. Martin that Mr. Nisbet will be accompanying him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Jones, Dalmeny Oil company, dated 6th February, confirming receipt of a letter 

concerning the explosives order, adding that it does not apply to oil shale mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-722 

5th February, 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing list no.7 

of Quarries whose owners have agreed to abide by the revised code of Special Rules when they are proposed by the 

Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-676, etc.) promising more will follow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-723 

2nd February 1897 

List no.7 of Quarries whose owners are willing to abide by the revised code of Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-7-722 

above etc.) including those situated in Clackmannan, Kinross, Edinburgh and Forfar. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-724 

5th February 1897 

Plan of Staurigg mine at Falkirk owned by Matthew Lay and sons abandoned for the Upper and Lower Drumgray 

coals on the 9th October 1896 due to exhaustion as far as being remunerative, the plan being certified by Mr 

Johnstone and Mr. Rankine and signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-725 

5th February/6th February 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by Longridge 

colliery at Stonehouse under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons are allowed 

to work underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used for ventilation or any other 

purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 31st May 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Lancaster, Cleghorn Terra Cotta Works, dated 6th February, remarking in 

response to the accident to Elizabeth and Jane Brown that in employing the latter, a girl under 16 years of age, in 

their brickworks, the company seems to have contravened Section 35 of the Factory and Workshop act of 1878 and 

will need to pay more attention to this requirement in future. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-726 

6th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren, asking him to fill in all the necessary details on the enclosed papers on 

Quarry Special Rules, leaving only the room for Mr. Atkinson to add his signature, as shown on a copy of the Special 

Rules and circular. After this he asks Mr. McLaren to place the Special Rules and circulars in stamped unclosed 

envelopes so he can easily add his signatures to the Rules. In the case of Humbie Quarry, Mr. Atkinson advises Mr. 

McLaren to see the owner and report his findings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Shawrigg Fireclay and Enamelling Company, Glasgow, saying that he will 

recommend to the Secretary of State that, when the exemption from 2 shafts at the no.2 pit at the Shawrigg colliery 

expires on the 31st May 1897, all work at the pit unconnected to making a second outlet will cease unless a second 

outlet has been set up and is working by that time. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to T.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Varden and the injury to John Meecham by Mr. McLaren, adding that Mr. McLaren will attend the subsequent 

inquiry into the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-727 

6th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, reporting the 

death of the 40 year old miner John Varden and the injury to the 38 year old miner John Meecham caused by an 

explosion of gelignite in the Morrisonshaven pit of the Prestongrange colliery of East Lothian on the 3rd of February 

1897 for the information of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives (see NEIMME-JBA-7-726, 3rd letter above).  Mr. 

Atkinson adds that the explosion seems to have occurred while the deceased man was trying to insert four cartridges 

into a hole drilled from stone by pushing them in with a 'mash' or heady hammer. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-728 

8th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Cadzow Coal company, Glasgow, confirming that operations at the silver mine 

near Bathgate will end the next day and the pits will be filled up. He adds that if Mr. Aitken wants to view mines in 



the near future, he should call him as he would like to look at the place (he decides upon?) He also thanks him for 

the supply of coal gloves and congratulates him on the idea. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-729 

8th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, asking for permission to play golf on the receiver's course on the 11th 

February and hoping to meet him there at 2 p.m. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing papers referring to the complaint 

about Blairnickhill pit and promising to meet him shortly to discuss the matter. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Gow, Caithness Flagstone company, Thurso, reporting that he still has not 

received the doctor's report on the death of James Meiklejohn and asking where the two injuries occurred, outside 

or inside the quarry involved? 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-730 

9th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, remarking that since a letter has been received by him 

indicating that the Home Office have not proposed to send out reminders to quarries to send in their Annual Returns 

as required by the Quarries act that year, leaving the responsibility to the Inspectors involved, he suggests that the 

Home Office supply him with the information they received from the quarries in his district prior to the sending of 

their circulars and a list of quarries from which returns have not been received. He adds that he does not propose 

sending out reminders until after the 1st of March, the latest date for which some of the information is needed to be 

sent in. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-731 

11th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Frew and company, Ranyards Brick Works, Airdrie, confirming that the 

company has begun operations at the Small colliery they sunk some time ago and adding that he will visit shortly 

when in the neighbourhood. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-732 

11th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Haig, procurator fiscal depute, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of James 

Mitchell by Mr. Johnstone. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.G. (Charlie) Longbotham, enclosing a copy of the Scotch (sic) Special Rules and 

advising him that if he plans to sit at Edinburgh, he should visit two weeks or so beforehand so Mr. Atkinson can take 

him to some pits and assist him in any way he can. He adds that the family will be glad to see him and sends regards 

to all at Worbro (sic). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-733 

12th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Robert Addie and Sons collieries Ltd., Glasgow, confirming that they are 

abandoning the workings of the Beuhar coal field and asking them to send a tracing of the workings directly to the 

Secretary of State. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-734 

12th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Gow, Caithness Flagstone company, Thurso, asking for further clarification in the 

case of the death of James Meiklejohn (see NEIMME-JBA-7-729, 3rd letter). He remarks that he is still not clear 

whether the first injury the deceased received occurred inside the quarry/ excavation or outside it. He also wants to 

know whether the small crane involved had been removed or cleared from the quarry at the time of the accident? 

He adds that this clarification is necessary since quarry accidents are classified under two headings, those occurring 

inside the actual pits, holes or excavations and those outside the quarries, in workshops or factories connected with 

them that are within 1 mile of the quarry and that belong to the same owner. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James 

McCourville by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-735 

12th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, to whom it may concern, providing a reference for a Mr. R.C. Aubrey, remarking that he 

has known him for many years and that he has been in charge of large mining establishments in England. He 

continues that he considers him a mining engineer of ability and experience that could be safely recommended in 

that capacity. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.C. Aubrey, Southport, enclosing a testimonial (see letter above) and 3 letters of 

introduction (see NEIMME-JBA-7-736, letters below). He asks where he is thinking of going to work, suggesting that 

Rhodesia may be a good idea as he has heard that coal has been found in Klinwas (?) country on the Buly(a?)wayo 

Railway. He adds that a letter to (Earl(?) General(?)) Grey may be advised. He adds that he will be in Southport(?) on 

the 15th,16th and 17th March staying at the Hotel Metropole and would be glad to see him while there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-736 



12th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dewar, Clydesdale Collieries, Transvaal, asking that a Mr. Aubrey (see NEIMME-

JBA-7-735, both letters above) be helped in any way possible if he comes to see him since he seeks employment in 

South Africa. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Watson, chemist, c/o J.R. Dodd, Johannesburg, asking him to provide any 

information he can on mining matters in South Africa (see letter above etc). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W. Moses, Kimberley Diamond mines, as an introduction to R.C. Aubrey who he 

hopes will be given any assistance that Mr. Moses can provide regarding mining in South Africa. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-737 

13th February 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-740, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

Walter Brown. The 15 year old pony driver was killed when his head was crushed between two hutches at a lye in 

the dook workings of the Main Coal seam of the Southrigg collieries on the 10th February 1897 at about 11a.m. He 

had come out from the lye with two full hutches and had driven them into the shaft lye where six full hutches were 

standing. The accident was thought to have happened as he was removing the crook at the extremity of the tail 

chain from the ring in front of his first hutch. At this time, his head was crushed between his first hutch and the last 

of the other full hutches in the shaft. Mr. Atkinson was informed that the colliers James Daly and John Peden were 

immediately behind the deceased's hutches at the time while the drawer Frank Love was also nearby. The bottomer 

of the shaft William Beverley also came to the place after the accident and the manager Mr. Wark had promised to 

provide an illustrative sketch of the area for the subsequent enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-738 

February 1897 

Form letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, (asking for 100 copies) to quarries enclosing a form for the Annual Return 

under the Quarries act asking the quarries involved to fill in and post the return back to Mr. Atkinson at their earliest 

convenience. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-739 

13th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Swann, Glespin collieries, Douglas, saying that the responsibility lies with him as to 

whether he thinks he can discontinue boring holes at Glespin to disperse dangerous accumulations of water, warning 

that although the water may have drained away from the old pit some may still remain in dip places. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking for 100 demand notes for reminders to quarries 

regarding their annual returns (see NEIMME-JBA-7-738 and NEIMME-JBA-7-730 above). He also asks for 100 



addressed envelopes for return to him and 100 quarry returns, promising to return the reminders as soon as 

possible. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Brown, Scottish Miners' Federation, Dalkeith, promising to look further into the 

matter of the tare of hutches at Prestongrange. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-740 

13th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F.Foster Brown, Guildhall Chambers, Cardiff, asking him, as the Inspector under the 

Woods and Forests Departments, whether he can spread any light on the rights of the crown concerning gold mines 

in Scotland as he has been asked by a person who wishes to make some trials in his district concerning this matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, saying he will meet the receiver at an unnamed golf course the 

next Wednesday at 2p.m. if convenient. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Walter 

Brown (see NEIMME-JBA-7-737 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-741 

18th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the Olivia Coal seam at Loganlea 

colliery for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18 (iii)(a) of the coal mines act provided no more than 20 people 

are working underground in connection with the single shaft at any one time, no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on 

the 31st August 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the no. 2 pit at Cameron colliery for 

exemption from 2 shafts under section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed 

to work underground in connection with the single shaft at any one time, that no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on 

the 31st August 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-742 

18th February/20th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Ormiston Coal company, East Lothian, advising them to write directly to the Home 

Secretary if they wish to extend their exemption at the Outlet pit at Cockum colliery and it will then be considered. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Carmuirs Colliery company, Stirlingshire,dated 20th February, on the 

subject of Carmuirs coal. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-743 

20th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to McNaughton and Sinclair, Glasgow, enclosing a copy of the Special Rules under the 

Quarries act being established in his district. He apologises for not answering his previous letter sooner and for not 

visiting the company while promising to provide any suggestions he can think of if he is sent their proposed report 

book. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to F.R (Fred) Atkinson, Cheshire, asking him to visit him while he is staying at his 

brother Ash's house between the 12th and 15th (March?) before going to London. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-744 

20th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F. Forster Brown, Guildhall Chambers, Cardiff, thanking him for his letter concerning gold 

in Scotland and for the information he gave him on the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-745 

(20th February 1897?) 

A report (by J.B. Atkinson?), receiver unknown, revealing the result of tests carried out on the rope wire received 

from a Mr. Nisbet at Niddrie colliery on the 9th February (see NEIMME-JBA-7-721, 1st letter etc.) The rope is 

described as being made up of a hemp core surrounded by 6 strands of wire rope, each strand of the rope 

surrounded by 6 steel wires and then 9 larger steel wires. After testing the strains of the rope(s) Mr. Atkinson 

concludes that, despite the brittleness of some of the rope and the corrosion found on the wires, he cannot 

understand what might have caused the rope to break. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-746 

20th February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-745 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, suggesting that the inspection of the (?) Oil works is not entirely 

accurate, reminding the receiver that the works that are situated within a mile of the colliery involved are still liable 

to the Metalliferous Mines act or Quarries under the Quarries act under the inspection of the Inspectors of Mines 

but has had no such intimations about works close to mines found under the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-747 



22nd February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Broughty Ferry, fixing the next meeting of the Examinations board for 

Thursday the 25th of March at the usual time and place. He advises him to have the ages of candidates in other 

districts to hand for the board at the meeting. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson, advising him that he does not know of any book or paper 

dealing specifically with ventilation of tunnels, but that he believes that companies such as the Blackman Air 

Propellor company should be able to provide information on large volumes of air at slight pressure. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to F.H. Wardell explaining that the understanding that 5 packages of explosives are 

allowed under the Metalliferous Mines act is acted upon by Mr. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-748 

23rd February 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F. Foster Brown, Guildhall Chambers, Cardiff, reiterating that he wished to know about 

the position of mining in Scotland by the crown on behalf of a person who he believes wanted to know the Crown's 

rights before going ahead (or not) with the project (see NEIMME-JBA-7-740, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Dalmeny Oil company promising to visit Dalmeny Mines on the 25th February 

to inquire further about the accident to Mr. Prentice. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-749 

24th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to I.Caldwell, Pumpherston Mines, Uphall, confirming that the company has 

started a new opening in one of the upper seams at Pumpherston to be named the no.4 mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-750 

24th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Office, Whitehall, asking for 

permission to begin proceedings against Alexander Simmons, the manager of Blairmuickhall colliery, for breaching 

General Rule 16 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 by not providing manholes for places of refuge where needed 

in his colliery and for failing to clear rubbish from some of the manholes that were provided. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-751 

25th February 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J. Rankine, Darngavil Coal company, enclosing a report by Mr. McLaren on the 

firedamp explosion at the companies' Greyrigg pit on the 19th February for his perusal before returning it to Mr. 

Atkinson. He adds that the report would seem to suggest that the fireman involved had been negligent of his duty 

and that this should be reported to the relevant procurator fiscal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Cullen, Stonehouse, replying to concerns raised in a letter to Mr. McLaren 

about Longridge colliery. Mr. Atkinson explains that signal wires and bells are only compulsory in pits more than 25 

fathoms deep which he does not believe Longridge is, that he did not notice that the wood next to the surface was 

bad when he went down the shaft a few weeks ago but will look into the matter and that Mr. Reynolds had 

promised to take care of the matter when he pointed out that he would need to do something to ventilate the pit if 

he put a mudwall into the shaft. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-752 

26th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Bell, Markinch, confirming that another trial shaft has been sunk at 

Lochty. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-753 

26th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Faulds, Monkland collieries, Calderbank, confirming the appointment of 

James Roberts as the manager of the collieries to begin on 1st March 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-754 

26th February 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-756,3rd letter below) on the 

death of Thomas Walker. The 68 year old miner was killed by a fall of roof stone at his work place in the Lochgelly 

Splint seam of the Hill of Beath colliery on the 20th February 1897.The seam was in two leaves separated by a 

midstone and in the case of the deceased the bringing back of part of the upper section had begun. The day of the 

accident was for the most part an idle day but the deceased and a few others had come in. The foreman Alex 

Beveridge had stated that he hesitated to allow the deceased to begin work after he arrived shortly after he had 

examined the place at 5.45 a.m. and found it safe. He only agreed when 3 other men arrived.Beveridge testified that 

he did not visit the area again before the accident occurred. The contractor for the section (and the deceased's 

employer) George Penman testified that he arrived for work at about 9 a.m. It was only when the miners Robert 

Ross and Alexander McLeod went to the area at about 1 a.m. the next morning and found a fall that anything was 

thought amiss and the alarm was raised. After some hours working the body was taken out. Mr. Atkinson noted 

when at the site that a large fall of blaes had occurred that had closed off the area. He suggests that the men he 

mentioned be brought forward as witnesses for the public enquiry.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-755 

26th February 1897 



Report by J.B. Atkinson (for W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-756, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of W.P. Prentice. Mr. Prentice, the certificated manager of the Dalmeny Oil Shale mines, was killed when a 

shot fired by the miner Archibald Lockhart went off while the deceased and a Mr. Gemmell of Laidle, Frew were 

inspecting the area on behalf of the North British Railway who had bought the stoops under their lines and, in 

cooperation with the Dalmeny mines, had built up the stoops with rubbish to prevent subsidence. The oversman 

John Williams had given the go ahead for the shot to be fired and Mr. Lockhart testified that he did not know an 

inspection was taking place near the point in the Broxburn seam where the Curly seam would strike it. The deceased 

died of his injuries at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on the 25th February, three days after the accident took place. 

Mr. Williams testified that the deceased had given him instructions to allow Mr. Lockhart to fire the shot and that he 

had seen the two men about a half hour before the accident while Mr. Lockhart also mentioned that he had shouted 

a warning and waited 2 or 3 minutes before firing when he heard no reply. Mr. Atkinson suggests that Mr. Gemmell, 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Lockhart and Archibald Lockhart should be called as witnesses for the public enquiry.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-756 

26th February/27th February 1897 

Three letters- 

The first a continuation of NEIMME-JBA-7-755 above. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 27th February, enclosing a 

report on the death of W.P. Prentice (see NEIMME-JBA-7-755 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 27th February, enclosing a 

report on the death of Thomas Walker (see NEIMME-JBA-7-754 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-757 

27th February 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.W. Turnbull, Shotts Iron company, Edinburgh, confirming that the company 

have begun running a new pit to work the Upper Drumgray coal on the lands of Rinnan, north of their iron works. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-758 

2nd March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department enclosing list no. 8 of 

quarries whose owners have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special Rules when they are proposed by the 

Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-722 etc) promising that further lists will follow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-759 

2nd March 1897 

List no.8 of quarries whose owners have agreed to adopt the revised code of Special Rules when they are proposed 

by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-758 above etc) including those at Craighouse, Swinton and Stackhouse. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-760 

1st March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

George Smeaton by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Ayton, Rye Hill, Newcastle Upon Tyne, responding to an inquiry into the use of 

coal cutting machines in mines from his area. He notes that disc machines are present at the collieries at Whitehill in 

Edinburgh, Alloa in Clackmannanshire, Springbank , Gartners, and Swimhill near Hamilton while the Springbank and 

Gartner collieries have been worked largely by coal cutters and should provide useful information, since the two 

latter collieries are adjoining and about 4 miles from Airdrie. He adds that electricity has been tried unsuccessfully to 

replace compressed air. He notes that Whitehill colliery is owned by the Lothian Coal company, Alloa by the Alloa 

Coal company, and the Springbank and Gartner collieries by their eponymously named companies. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-761 

1896 

Plan containing statistics (on mines?) in Clackmannan; Edinburgh; Fife; Haddington; Kinross, Peebles and Sutherland; 

Linlithgow and the Eastern parts of Lanark and Stirling in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-762 

1896 

Plan containing statistics on mines in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-763 

1896 

Plan containing statistics on minerals including shale or blaes and ganiston (extracted from?) Clackmannan; 

Edinburgh; Fife; Haddington; Kinross, Peebles and Sutherland; Linlithgow and the Eastern sections of Lanark and 

Stirling signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-764 

1896 

Plan containing statistics including those for limestone (extracted?) in East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-765 



Undated 

Plan containing statistics for East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-766 

Undated 

Plan containing statistics for East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-767 

Undated 

Plan containing statistics for East Scotland signed by J.B. Atkinson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-768 

3rd March/4th March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the extension of exemption from 2 shafts for the Cockum 

pit at Ormiston Station colliery under the same conditions with the date of expiration forwarded to the 30th April 

1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, dated 4th March, returning the signed 

complaint against Alexander Simmons having received permission from the Secretary of State to begin proceedings 

against him (see NEIMME-JBA-7-750). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to I and J. Barrie, solicitors, Larkhall, dated 4th March, apologising for not being able to 

furnish them with a report on (an incident at?) Longridge Colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-769 

4th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Hamilton, McCulloch and company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

Michael Ross as the manager of their Bog and Home Farm collieries. 

  

NEIMME-JBA-7-770 

4th March/5th March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to McNaughton and Sinclair, Glasgow, remarking that he can see no way he can improve 

on the Quarry Report book the company forwarded to him and seems very suitable for purpose. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Burns, Aiken and company, Glasgow, providing the dates of the 

13th,19th,22nd,23rd and 24th (of March?) as suitable dates for his attending the planned meeting about the 

Associated Mine Owners Explosive Order as alternatives to the 15th when he cannot attend. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Crown Agent, Parliament House, Edinburgh, dated 5th March, informing him that 

Blairminckhill colliery is in the Airdrie district. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-771 

5th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Ronaldson advising him that he has written to Burns, Aiken and company that he 

would not be able to attend a meeting on the 15th March (see NEIMME-JBA-7-770,2nd letter) and this preferred 

alternatives, citing the fact that the 16th March is the day he goes to the Home Office. He suggests meeting any day 

before Thursday the next week at his (home? office?) since his family have measles. In a postscript, he tells Mr. 

Ronaldson he has received a letter confirming the date and time of the meeting as the 22nd March at 2 p.m. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, promising to visit Barnsley on Friday the 12th March from 

Sunderland arriving in time for a golf game with a Mr. Ellison, but asking him to supply a train timetable and a place 

to meet his brother and Mr. Ellison. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-772 

6th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Carmuirs Coal Company, Glasgow, containing information on the freezing process for 

shafts on an enclosed (typed) sheet (see letter below) and promising to provide more information if needed. He also 

notes that the volume of the transactions referred to are those of the Federated Institute of Mining Engineers 

adding that he can lend the company that volume containing the article referred to in the information. 

The second a typed letter from J.B. Atkinson to the Carmuirs Coal company providing information on the freezing 

process for shafts (see Letter above) and saying that the letter he was sent by the company would be laid before a 

Mr. Brown on Monday the first (of April?) He also refers him to a paper by a Mr. Gobert which can be found in 

Volume 21 of the Transactions on pages 397 to 408 which describes the process of shaft sinking by freezing and also 

provides the home address of Mr. Gobert in Brussels. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-773 

8th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A and I. Russell, Ryding colliery, Airdrie, confirming that the company have 

begun working the Drumgray coal in their no.2 pit at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-774 



10th March 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson to V.S. Caird, procurator fiscal, Stonehaven, on the death of Peter Farquhar. Mr. Atkinson 

reports that the death occurred at Craigton quarry which he visited the day before. The deceased, the son of the 

manager and past owner John Littlejohn, David Clark and Charles Anderson were in the bottom of the quarry when 

the accident happened. They were all involved in removing large stones from the north to the south side of the 

quarry hole using a crane when at about 10.30a.m. a piece of granite slipped  from the North face of the quarry 

falling onto a ledge 8 feet below which then collapsed and fell 50 feet into the bottom of the quarry. Part of it struck 

the deceased killing him instantly. Mr. Atkinson notes that although no-one was working at the point where the 

stone fell at the time a blast of 40 pounds of powder had been fired there 4 days before. When questioned, the firer 

of that shot William Farquhar, the fireman and foreman of the colliery as well as the cousin of the deceased noted 

that he had examined the face of the colliery and cleared loose stones after firing and thought it safe. The craneman 

John Leighton also testified that he saw the stone falling and had cried out a warning to the men below. Mr. 

Atkinson suggests that William Farquhar, John Littlejohn Junior and John Leighton should be summoned for the 

public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-775 

10th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Connel, Burntisland, noting that the forthcoming meeting dealing with the 

explosives in Coal Mines order, to be held on the 22nd March at the offices of Burns, Aiken and company should be 

sufficient to meet the wishes of Mr. Connel's association although another meeting may be arranged if necessary. He 

notes that the meeting will be attended by both himself and Mr. Ronaldson and a committee of Scottish mine 

owners consisting of representatives of various associations including the Fife and Clackmannanshire Coalmasters 

Association (see NEIMME-JBA-7-771, 1st letter etc.) 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Simmons, Barndykes colliery, Newton, noting that he cannot withdraw 

the prosecution against him but if he pleads guilty he will only be subject to a small fine and that will be the end of 

the matter, adding that his position as the manager of a colliery makes him liable for the carrying out of the 

provisions of the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-768, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-776 

10th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John C. Chisholm, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of John Clark as the 

manager of the Ormiston Coal company collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-777 

10th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, Whitehall, asking 

for permission to begin proceedings against Mr. Pringle and Mr. Sleasor, the owners of Clintesty(?) and Tynebagger 

quarries in Aberdeen for failing to provide him with the Annual Returns as required by the Quarries act of 1894. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-778 

10th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Turners Limited, Shotts, on the subject of Kepplehill and Tarbrax coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-779 

10th March 1897 

Plan for the Barnsmuir no.7 pit at Slamannan owned by the Barnsmuir Coal company which was discontinued on the 

1st April 1896 because the coal was thin, blind and unremunerative. The signator J.B. Atkinson testifies to the 

accuracy of the plan by the surveyors McCreaths and Stevenson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-780 

10th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John McKnight and son, Edinburgh, confirming that the company has opened a 

new firestone quarry at Eastmans near Broxburn to be called the Eastmans quarry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-781 

10th March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. McLaren asking him to visit J.W and G. Stratton in Edinburgh to enquire into the 

Annual Returns for their Hill(?) and Hannahfield collieries as he intends to prosecute if they are not forthcoming. He 

also asks him to find out who is responsible for the returns and whether the forms have been sent to them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone asking him to visit Alex Finger and sons at Kirkcaldy and the Mugdon 

quarry to find out why annual returns have not been sent from the latter owned by Alex Robertson of Newburgh and 

the Den, Gallatown, Nydie and Pansey quarries owned by Finger and sons as he intends prosecuting if they are not 

forthcoming (see letter above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

James Wallace by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-782 

17th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Wemyss Coal company, Fife, confirming the appointment of James 

Wilkinson as the undermanager of Wemyss collieries. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-783 

17th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Barr and sons, Allanton collieries, Larkhall, confirming the 

appointment of Robert Carmichael as the manager of Bellfield colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-784 

17th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Holmes Oil company confirming the appointment of Henry Benton as the 

manager of the Holmes Oil Shale mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-785 

17th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. and G. Anderson, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of John Finnie as 

the manager of the Barblues and Westcraigs collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-786 

17th March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, promising to look further into a matter concerning Clyde 

colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to I and J. Barrie, Solicitors, Larkhall, telling them he has made no report on Longridge 

colliery. He adds that if they cite him as a witness, he will have to do what the court demands, while stating that he is 

already cited to attend (the enquiry?) involved. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of James Jenkins 

by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-787 

19th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Alexander Geddes, Blairsmore, Aberdeenshire, informing him that if he is the owner of 

a quarry more than 20 feet deep which is worked at all the Home Secretary will require him to provide an Annual 

Return as stated in the Quarries act. He adds that he has not been able to verify all the information given to him by 

the Chief Constables of the area when they provided a list of such quarries (which included Mr. Geddes' quarry) and 

if he has made a mistake in his case he apologises. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking him to close his list of quarry returns after adding 

the figures he has enclosed as he will be glad to have the figures. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-788 

19th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Clark, Broxburn Mines, confirming that the company has begun to 

drive a third mine on the farm of Crossgreen to be called the Crossgreen no.3 mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-789 

19th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to P. Benson, West Longrigg collieries, Longriggend, confirming the appointment of Peter 

King as the undermanager at Hill colliery and promising to let them know whether their application for exemption 

from 2 shafts has been approved when he next visits the pit. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-790 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, forwarding a 

report by H. Johnstone, his assistant Inspector of Mines, for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives, 

on an explosion of gelignite on the 2nd March at the Alice pit near Dunfermline which was in the process of sinking 

at the time. The explosion led to the injuries of the 35 year old James Martin and the 32 year old Robert Martin. He 

adds that the pit is owned by the trustees of the late G.R.W. Henderson who also own the Fordell colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by 

Ranyards Brickworks colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act since there is only a small amount of coal 

to work (before the second shaft is completed?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-791 

20th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.M. Percy, Editor, Science and Certificate(?) of Mining, Wigan, apologising for not 

replying sooner to his letter and promising to supply any reports and information on the Mines Inspection work in 

his district. He also thanks him for the offer of being sent his publication(s?) in return. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Maxwell Adams, Factory Surgeon, Lanark, suggesting that a girl under 16 should 

not be employed carrying bricks which he also informed Mr. Lancaster. He cites Section 38 of the Factory and 

Workshop act of 1878 which precludes children or young persons from carrying bricks or types of tiles. He refers him 

to Dr. B.A. Whitelegge, the Chief Inspector of Factories at the Home Office in London for a copy of the Factory Acts 

as he has none to hand. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-792 

20th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.M. Small, Office of District Clerk, Melrose, confirming that he has asked the Home 

Office to withdraw the proposed Special Rules for Craighouse colliery after receiving his letter on the 15th March. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to David Gilmour, Hamilton, advising him that he brought up the points he and Mr. 

Smillie made on the audit at Eddlewood colliery with Mr. Thomson. He adds that Mr. Thomson defended his 

position, but showed willingness to meet a deputation of workmen when some changes could be discussed. He adds 

that, as an auditor, his duties should stop after he has reported his audit to his employers the workmen and should 

leave them to deal with the matters raised. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-793 

20th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Peter Murdniss(?), Bathgate, promising that Mr. McLaren will look further into the 

matter of weighing and crowing coal at the no.8 pit at Polkemet in the next few days. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Brown, Allanton collieries, Larkhall, informing him that if the information he has 

given is accurate he may have grounds under Section 13 subsection (4) of the Coal Mines act to remove Thomas 

Sharp as checkweigher at the no.1 pit at Allanton, but that the Sheriff will be left to decide whether he has shown 

enough to justify his removal. He adds that he has noted his comments on the tareing of the hutches. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-794 

20th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, informing him of 

the district clerk A.M. Small's objections to being asked for an annual return for Craighouse quarry in Berwickshire 

since the quarry is not planned to be worked as extensively in the near future and may soon be closed. He suggests 

that his objection should be noted by withdrawing the Special Rules (see NEIMME-JBA-7-792, 1st letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-795 

22nd March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, asking for 

permission to begin proceedings against Robert Walker, the manager of Kinneil colliery in Bo'ness for breaching 

Section 7 subsections (4) and (7) and Section 57 subsection (1) of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 1887 by 

employing boys, girls and women after 2 p.m. on Saturdays, not allowing sufficient time for meals and not giving the 

name and address of the Inspector of the district and the name of the owner, agent and manager on the abstract of 

the act and the Special Rules. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-796 

22nd March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson answering questions on the agenda for the next meeting of the 

Examination board and their procedures regarding difficult cases and the appointment of fresh examiners. The 

agenda to be discussed includes the minutes of the last meeting, the minimum age of candidates, the 

correspondence from the Home Office, the date and place of the next exam, which three newspapers to advertise in, 

the appointment of interim examiners and the report of the examiners on the last exam. He adds that difficult cases 

are decided by the board while most cases are decided generally and that fresh examiners are not appointed every 

year as, once appointed, examiners stay on until they resign. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of 

William McKnight by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-797 

22nd March/23rd March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Connel, Burntisland, arranging to meet Mr. Connel's association to discuss the 

explosives order when the association meets in Edinburgh on Thursday the 25th March at the Imperial Hotel at 

3.00p.m. or at any time that day. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall, dated 23rd March, advising him that the Court of Session 

has ruled that the Standard Weight system is legal in cases where the men and owners agree to it. He suggests that if 

the men at Allanton want to terminate the agreement they should give notice to the owners, possibly by drawing up 

a notice containing the signatures of those miners who object to the arrangement and handing it to the owners (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-793,2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-798 

24th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Avondale Coal company, Larkhall, on the subject of Avondale coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Stevenson, the Avondale Coal company, Airdrie, confirming receipt of two 

copies of proposed Special Rules and promising the return of one signed by him in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-799 

24th March 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, asking him to send a return for persons employed and 

minerals raised at Inverness to go with the other information on these provided in his 2 summary statements under 

the Quarries act. He also queries the entry suggesting that 350 tons of coal was raised in Perthshire and encloses one 

of the statements for correction and return as soon as possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Lancaster, Cleghorn Terracotta company, asking for an explanation as to why 

he continues to employ the girl June Brown at his company after his letter suggesting it was illegal (see NEIMME-JBA-

7-791, 2nd letter). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-800 

26th March 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Clelland, Carron company, Stirlingshire, confirming that the company 

are opening a new colliery called Easter Law (?) near Slamannan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-801 

26th March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of George 

Goodwin by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Gillon, Cowdenbeath, Fife, promising that Mr. Johnstone will look further into 

problems concerning his position as checkweigher at Doinbustle colliery. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Jardine, Birkrigg colliery, asking him to send back the copies of returns he returns 

when he includes copies of the 5 additional Special Rules which all the other collieries have included. He asks that 

when he has obtained copies of these he should send one and then 2 more to Mr. Atkinson with a certificate of 

posting. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-802 

26th March/27th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Livingstone by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, Larkhall, dated 27th March, informing him that he has met 

Mr. (Thomas) Sharp, one of his checkweighers, who told him that he was not being allowed to weigh the hutches 

fully. He suggests that, although the question of allowing the taking of a full weight when a standard weight is used 

for tareing was not agreed upon by the judges in the Fairhill case, Mr. Atkinson is of the opinion that the 

checkweigher should be allowed to know the full weight and sees no reason why this should not be allowed. He 

suggests that if Mr. Barr continues to refuse he may have to test the point (by proceedings?). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-803 

27th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh, Alloa Coal company, Airdrie, acknowledging that he has opened and 

made public a telegram from the Home Office concerning the drowning of six men by a bursting dam at Devon 

colliery in Clackmannanshire. He continues that he subsequently wired the Home Secretary about the deaths and 

that the bodies had not been recovered despite every effort being made. He adds that he is sorry that he has been 

unable to induce divers(?) to try and recover them although he adds he did not think they would agree. He proposes 

meeting him at Sanchie Station the next Tuesday and hopes to meet with Mr. Fyfe at the colliery and also Mr. 

Over(?) to discuss what could be prepared for the inquiry. He adds that after this meeting he proposes returning to 

Alloa to arrange with the procurator fiscal a possible date for the inquiry to take place. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry I. Brown, procurator fiscal, Elgin, thanking him for providing information on 

the accident to William Stephen which he believes will prove sufficient so that no further enquiry need be made on 

the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-804 

27th March 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for R. Wilson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-805, 2nd letter below) on the death of 

William Lindsay. The 18 year old bottomer was killed when he pushed a full hutch into an open shaft after raising a 

sliding gate to get to a single decked cage, falling into the Virtuewell seam 23 fathoms from the splint coal seam at 

about 1 p.m. on the 24th March 1897 at Skellyton colliery. The cage had been raised to the surface at the low 

scaffold by the blacksmith Archibald Kirkwood a few minutes before the accident. Robert Pollok, the engineman, 

tried to signal the number 4 to the Splint Coal seam when he saw the indicator drop showing the sliding gate had 

been raised with no cage available as required by additional Special Rule 2 but had only managed to signal 1 when 

he heard a noise from the shaft. At the time of the accident, the only other worker at the Splint Coal seam was the 

contractor drawer Archibald Banks. His body was found by the bottomer Robert Lawrie. Mr. Atkinson adds his belief 

that the deceased, Mr. Banks and Mr. Kirkwood had been engaged in putting hutches on the rails about 60 yards 

from the shaft shortly before the accident. For the public inquiry, Mr. Atkinson suggests that all the men mentioned 

along with the deceased's father, the oversman Mr. Lindsay, should be called as witnesses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-805 

27th March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing his 

Annual Report for 1896 under the Coal Mines Regulation act, the Metalliferous Mines Regulation acts and the 

Quarries act. He asks that three proofs of the report be sent back to him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Lindsay (see NEIMME-JBA-7-804 above). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-806 

27th March/29th March/31st March 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, informing him that he has altered the figures in the lists from 

his letter of the 23rd, one of which he can now use as amended. He also returns the returns from Inverness and 

Perthshire transferring the relevant material under the heading of sandstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Reed, Holliday and sons, Huddersfield, dated 29th March, referring to their advert 

for Chrome Ores in the Mining Journal. He adds that he knows of a specimen that gave 35 per cent of Oxide of 

Chromium, although a full analysis was admittedly not made. He encloses a small specimen of this but informs the 

company that he can provide larger pieces if needed. He concludes that if he is given some idea of the value of the 

ore involved he could look into the matter and see whether it is worth working the material. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, dated 31st March, enclosing a report on the 

death of Alexander McWilliam by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-807 

30th March/31st March 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to T.V. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, remarking that he has returned the police 

report on the subject and that Mr. McLaren's report suggested that the lack of a block, which Mr. Conville forgot to 

put in, meant that there was nothing but snibbles and friction to direct the tubs involved. He adds that there seems 

to be some discrepancy about the number of empty tubs that came to the dook head from the cage. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 31st March, informing him 

that he has been given permission to pursue proceedings against Mr. Walker, the manager of Kinneil colliery. He 

advises Mr. Henderson to restrict the charge to employing girls or women after 2 p.m. on Saturday, breaching 

Section 7 subsection 4 of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-808 

1st April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Eastrigg Coal company, Westfield, Linlithgowshire, confirming receipt of a letter and 2 

copies of their proposed Special Rules. He adds that one of these copies will be returned in due course signed by 

him. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Eastrigg Coal company, Westfield, Linlithgowshire, on the subject of 

Eastrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-809 

1st April 1897 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Turners Ltd, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of George Morrison as 

the manager of the company's Kepplehill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-810 

1st April/2nd April 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Barr and sons, Larkhall, remarking that despite Mr. Sharp's complaint as a 

checkweigher that he was not allowed to get the full weight from hutches, and his surprise that he should assert this 

without consulting the manager first, he now considers the matter finished as the rights will not be refused to him 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-802, 2nd letter etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application by the no.2 pit Hill colliery for 

exemption from 2 shafts under 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 people are allowed 

underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other 

purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on the 30th September 

1897. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Larkhall and Fairholm colliery company, Larkhall, dated 2nd April, apologising for 

not meeting Mr. Hogg to discuss an exemption at Fairholm's no.1 pit due to a tram being put forward by 7 minutes. 

He advises them that Mr. Johnstone will visit the pit in his stead early the next week but that the pit can continue as 

if it had been given the exemption until then. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-811 

2nd April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel company, Coatbridge, confirming 

the appointment of David M. Mordst as the manager of the company's Prestongrange colliery along with David 

Cunningham as the undermanager. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-812/813 

3rd April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, referring to the 

circumstances of a flooding disaster at Devon colliery, Clackmannanshire. The accident occurred after water had 

been allowed to accumulate in the Upper Five Feet seam where workings were prosecuted to a dip. The intention 

was to allow the water to run off to the Lower Five Feet seam  by means of a bore and from there pumped to the pit 

bottom by pumps placed in the lower seam. When the workings in the lower seam approached where the bore was 

expected to be found a special passage was created to tap it and a dam constructed to allow the workers to 

withdraw through a door and close it allowing the water to withdraw and feed to the pump by means of a pipe 

preventing the flooding of the lower seam. Mr. Atkinson believes that, as far as can be ascertained from the one 

survivor of the disaster, the dam gave way at about 4 or 5a.m, the oversman being present. The operations had been 

carried out successfully and the workmen were all on the outside of the dam when it gave way, causing the deaths of 

the six people nearby. The lower seam was then flooded and Mr. Atkinson suggests that it will be some time before 

the bodies can be recovered or the site of the dam examined, despite the owners promise to remove the water. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-814 

3rd April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Watson Ltd, Hamilton, on the subject of Neilsland coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Thomson, Eddlewood colliery, Hamilton, confirming receipt of a letter and two 

copies of the proposed Neilsland Special Rules (See letter above). He promises to return one copy signed by him in 

due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-815 

3rd April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Muir, Secretary of United Enginekeepers, Mutual Protective Association of 

Scotland, Burns Land, Coatbridge, remarking that he doubts whether there is any violation of General Rule 24 in the 

reported problems in working the winding engine at Brannebrigg (?) as long as the oversman who is working the 

engine is a competent male person aged 22 or over. He promises to look further into the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to John Weir, Dunfermline, on the subject of the duties of the pitheadman in 

connection with Tourhill No.7 pit. He outlines the duties as specified by Special Rule 15 as to thoroughly inspect the 

external parts of the machinery, the state of the guides and conductors of the shafts and the state of the headgear, 

ropes, chains and other appliances of the mine used above ground. He adds that this is also specified under General 

Rule 5 and should be performed by a competent person. He adds that if the person employed at the pit is not 

competent at these matters he should not have been appointed in the first place, concluding that he will look more 

closely into the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-816/817/818/819/820 

April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, remarking on 

responses made by representatives of the Coalmaster's Associations of Scotland on the 22nd March and specifically 

the Fife and Clackmannan Coalmaster's Association on the 26th March 1897 to the order released by the Secretary 

of State regarding the use of explosives in mines. Some objected to the order being binding on all the mines in 

Scotland, but the majority did not.Two representatives from Ayrshire objected that during a trial of the new safety 

explosives, the cost of a ton of coal increased by over 3 times and produced more dross and small coal. The 

Inspectors countered that this increase compared to gunpowder would diminish once the explosives were used on 

an extensive scale in Scotland. The Inspectors also pointed out the advantage of having a uniform rule over the 

whole of Scotland and that the order took into account the view that terms might be amended in mines that were 

proven that the use of flaming explosives were not dangerous and there was no danger from fire-damp or coal dust. 

Some of the coalmasters suggested that more accidents might occur due to the necessity of detonators being used 

on the new explosives. The Inspectors objected to certain proposed amendments as they might lead  to arbitration 

disputes with a Sheriff over the definition of a mine being dangerous due to excessive inflammable gas or being 

overly dry and dusty and this had proven unsatisfactory in the past. The suggestion was made that such decisions 



could be made using arbitration under the Coal Mines act. Amendments were also projected for Section 2 (a) and 

2(c) of the order, the first due to the impossibility of carrying out the usual practice of breaking up large stones after 

brushing using a cartridge of high explosive covering it with clay and firing it. The Inspectors objected that that 

practice led to danger due to the flame from the detonator and this could be minimised by sufficient strimming. In 

the latter case, it was suggested that not allowing miners driving stone mines to fire their own shots was impractical 

as this would lead to a competent other person always attending in case he were needed, despite the irregular 

intervals such shots were used and the distance of mines from their workings often being far separate. The final 

problem raised by the Coalmasters related to the use of the term 'in the roads' and where shots were supposed to 

be fired in Section 1 of the order and Mr. Atkinson adds that this should be made clearer. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-821 

6th April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Avonhead Coal company, Longriggend, informing them that as long as their no.9 

pit employs no more than 20 people underground and that they engage only in work leading to making a 

communication between 2 or more shafts, which Mr. Atkinson believes is implied in the letter he received from 

them, there should be no necessity for an exemption. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing that an exemption from 2 shafts may be granted under 

Section 18 (ii) (b) of the Coal Mines act for the no.1 pit at Fairholm. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-822 

7th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J. Caldwell, Pumpherston Mines, Uphall, confirming the appointment of John 

Johnston as the undermanager of the no.3 mine at Pumpherston. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-823 

7th April 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (to unknown procurator fiscal?) on the death of Hugh Law. The 15 year old had been 

employed at the Ochiltree mine and was engaged in braking a carriage incline at about 6.50 a.m. on the 3rd April 

when he was caught by the rope, pulled under it and killed. The roadsman John King had instructed him on the job 

only three days earlier when the deceased started to work there and had visited him since to observe how he was 

proceeding. The drawer John Connar had visited the site of the incident on that day and eventually found the 

deceased under the drum after seeing his lighted lamp on the pavement. John Curran, another miner working with 

Mr. Connar,then came and turned on the brake of the drum. The bottomer Abraham Lee testified that the carriage 

had come to the landing at the foot of the base, he took a full hutch of it and then the empty carriage moved up a 

few feet. He was at the foot of the incline 41 fathoms from the drum at the time. He also remarks that the incline 

was known as a caddie brae and that the deceased had been observed shoving the drum around to cause the 

carriage to move forward occasionally as the carriage had been known not to run right to the foot of the brae on 

occasion. He concludes that the manager Mr. Beveridge will provide a sketch of the area for the report and that 

those mentioned should be brought forward for the public enquiry. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-824 

10th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Carmuirs Colliery company, Tarbert, on the subject of Carmuirs coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-825 

10th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Wood Ltd, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of John Anderson as 

the manager of Westrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-826 

10th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has 

stopped working their no.5 pit at Muiravonshire colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-827 

10th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has sunk 

a new pit from the surface to the soft coal at Hillhead in the Longrigg colliery and also that the no.1 pit at Hillhead 

has been sunk from the splint to the soft coal as a communication. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-828 

12th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, pointing out that the memorialists are not entirely correct when they 

state the mines in Fife and Clackmannanshire are completely free from inflammable gas or that damp mines never 

become dry and dusty. Nevertheless, he points out that the gas that is found is so negligible as to necessitate the use 

of safety lamps only rarely, and that no accident has been proven to be caused by the ignition of a cloud of coal dust, 

despite pointing out that such dust is not necessarily innocuous. He declares therefore that such mines as can be 

found not to contain gas or be dry or dusty may be spared the expense of using the new safety explosives (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-816-820 inclusive). He suggests also that the term that a mine is not naturally wet throughout is too 

strict as no mine is completely wet throughout. He sets out his idea that those mines that are damp for the most 

part might be allowed to avoid such restrictions except in those parts that are dry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-829 

13th April 1897 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Dalmany Oil company, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of David 

Archibald as the manager of the Dalmany Oil Shale mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-830 

13th April/14th April 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Edward 

McMann by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Wilsons and Clyde Coal company, Glasgow, dated 14th April, confirming receipt of 

a letter concerning the company's intentions to work the Pyotshaw coal near Hamilton barracks and that he has 

informed the War Department about the matter. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to William Gibson, writer, Glasgow, dated 14th April, acknowledging receipt of a cheque 

for one pound, eight and six as payment for his work in the case of Nailen vs. the Pumpherston Oil company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-831 

14th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major Martin, Divisional Officer, Maryhill barracks, informing him that the 

Wilsons and Clyde Coal company have outlined to him their plans to work the Pyotshaw coal underneath Hamilton 

barracks in the same proportion as they now work the Ell, Main and Splint coals. Mr. Atkinson explains that the coal 

is of a second class character but that the exhaustion of other seams has led to their plans to explore this further. He 

adds that he does not think these workings will in any way damage the barracks buildings, and adds what he believes 

to be a fair rent they might ask for for the use of their ground (see NEIMME-JBA-7-830,2nd letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-832 

14th April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Grangemouth Coal company, promising to visit Grangemouth the next day to 

further enquire into coal under foreshore as mentioned in the company's last letter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Durngavil Coal company, Larkhall, on the subject of Birkrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-833 

16th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Saline Valley Coal company, Leith, confirming that the company is going to 

reopen the pit at the side of the railway heading into the colliery to be sunk to the Dunfermline Splint coal. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-834 

16th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Eastrigg Coal company, Linlithgowshire, confirming the appointment of 

David Wilson as the manager of the Eastrigg companies' collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-835 

16th April/19th April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Cadzow Coal company, Glasgow, saying that he believes that Mr. Aitken was 

correct in reporting the death of Robert Anderson as a colliery accident, despite the rails on which the accident 

occurred being owned by the CR company. He remarks that the deceased was killed by and employed in or about 

the mine as specified by Section 35 (i) and (ii) of the Coal Mines act. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, dated 16th April, asking when he might receive proof of 

his Annual Report before he returns the Summaries of Mineral Statistics to Mr. Jordan so he can compare the figures 

used. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-836 

19th April 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to McCreaths and Stevenson, Glasgow, enclosing three plans which Mr. Atkinson asks to 

be appended a certificate to authenticate their accuracy. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh, Alloa Coal company, asking him to inform him when the dam that 

gave way can be examined. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Anderson by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-837 

20th April 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Martin, Niddrie colliery, asking him to investigate whether the fire, which he 

believes is in the Gillespie (seam?) rather than the Stairhead seam, is affecting other mines which might be 

connected to them. He explains that only when this is determined can they begin to explore and properly extinguish 

the fire. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, returning a corrected proof of Summaries of Statistics 

while questioning whether figures on certain pages are correctly arranged. He suggests that Mr. Jordan has 



neglected to take into account some alterations Mr. Atkinson made to the headings while conceding that the figures 

are accurate. He suggests that they discuss this further in their meeting to be held the next Tuesday. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the no. 

12 pit at Drumshangie under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act provided no more than 20 persons can be 

employed underground in connection to the single shaft, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other 

purpose, ladders are placed in the shaft from the bottom to the surface, the second shaft is completed as soon as 

possible and the exemption expires on the 31st October 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-838 

22nd April 1897 

Plans of mine(s?) in Ranyards colliery discontinued for Kiltongue, Ell and Drum coals etc. The plans are signed by J.B. 

Atkinson and approved by McCreaths and Stevenson, mining engineers which Mr. Atkinson approves of. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-839 

22nd April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Turners Ltd, Tarbrax collieries, Shotts, on the subject of Kepplehill and Tarbrax 

coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-840 

22nd April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, confirming that the figures from the returned Summaries of 

Statistics are correct after checking them with his own report (see NEIMME-JBA-7-837, 2nd letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Nisbet suggesting that the private matter to be discussed between them should 

take place away from Leven office. He suggests that he should accompany him to Lundin Links and discuss it further 

in a private room at Clarks(?) House. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-841 

22nd April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to The Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, Whitehall, 

informing him of the death of James Mungall, one of the Coalmasters sitting on the Board of Examination for 

Managers Certificates under the Coal Mines Regulation act in his district and asks whether a successor will be 

appointed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-842 



24th April 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John McAleer, Checkweighman, Hamilton, promising that Mr. McLaren will visit (his 

colliery?) and enquire further into the deductions of Eddlewood Splint coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Wilsons and Clyde Coal Company, Glasgow, enclosing a letter from a Major 

Littledale referring to their plans to work the Pyotshaw coal under Hamilton barracks (see NEIMME-JBA-7-831 etc.) 

for them to return. He adds that they should send a small scale plan and section to show the information Major 

Littledale requires. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Wall and sons, The Science and Art of Mining, Wigan, acknowledging receipt 

of a letter and enclosing the information requested in an enclosed slip. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-843 

24th April 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Williamson, Auchren Lime Works, Lesmahagow, confirming that 

operations have begun at the works previously occupied by R. Waddell. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-844 

24th April/25th April 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Whyte, procurator fiscal, Forfar, enclosing a report on the death of Alexander 

Kinnear by Mr. McLaren and promising that either he or Mr. McLaren will attend the public enquiry into the matter 

when the date and time is announced by the Sheriff Clerk. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.H. Merivale, Ingston Hall, Acklington, dated 25th April, questioning the accuracy 

of his formula for a cylindrical dam noted in his Notes and Formulas for Mining Students of 1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-845 

26th April/8th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to F. Braid, Postmaster, Glasgow, asking for his letters to be redirected to the Home 

Office in London from receipt of the letter until further notice. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Frew and company, Rawyards Brickworks, Airdrie, dated 8th May, asking them to 

resend their Special Rules for the colliery and include the 5 additional Special Rules which are in force at all the 

collieries for (within?) 14 days with enclosed notes and send them to him. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh,dated 8th May, enclosing a report on the 

death of George Scott by Mr. Johnstone. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-846 

8th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Avondale Coal company, Drumshangie colliery, Airdrie, on the subject of 

Avondale coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-847 

8th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Allardice, Dalquhandy colliery, Coalburn, confirming that a pit has 

begun to be sunk from the surface to the six foot seam at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-848 

8th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Aitken, Glasgow, explaining that as far as he understands, the charges for slumping 

picksharping and lamps should be shown separately. He also suggests that if he feels he is being underpaid for one 

he should try to make up for it in the charge he makes for the other. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to G.K. Scott, Westminster, apologising for not having replied sooner because of being 

away from home. He tells Mr. Scott that he knows coal cutting machines are in operation at the Gartners, 

Springbank, Muirhill,Bellfield Hill and Quarter collieries in Lanark and at the Newbattle mines in Midlothian, although 

this is not a complete list.He adds that electrical methods of cutting have been used in an experimental fashion, but 

nearly all mines still use only compressed air for the purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-849 

8th May 1897  

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Charles Dawson, Fife, confirming the appointment of David Adamson as the 

manager of the colliery being run by the Newbigging Coal and Lime company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-850 

8th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Rankine, Saint Enoch Square, informing him that he believes the intended 

Explosives Order will soon be withdrawn in favour of a less strict alternative and adds that when this is done he will 

be glad to discuss its particulars with Mr. Rankine. 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Clelland, Carron Iron Works, confirming the appointment of James 

Henderson as the manager of Shieldhill and Easterlaw collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-851 

8th May/10th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.J. Younger promising to meet him at any time after 8 p.m. on the next Monday to 

discuss the Devon colliery inquiry and show him any relevant papers on the matter. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Haig, procurator fiscal depute, Alloa, dated 10th May, enclosing a report on the 

accident at Devon colliery by Mr. McLaren along with a list of witnesses that can be given for the public enquiry. He 

adds that he has not taken any questions from them, and that he has not been supplied with a plan of the area 

involved suggesting that if he wishes to see a plan beforehand, the procurator should apply to the company owners 

who are preparing one. He adds that Mr. Younger will be informed of the nature of the accident (see letter above) 

and that Mr. Atkinson and Mr. McLaren may both be required to give evidence. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-852 

10th May/11th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.S. Thompson, Hamilton, promising to write back to him when he has heard from the 

Secretary of The Board of Exams. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 11th May, enclosing a report 

on the death of James McKee by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Captain Kindersley, Her Majesties' Inspector of Factories, Edinburgh, dated 11th May, 

suggesting that he does not believe there will be any change to the inspection of the work at Limerigg due to the 

new regulations and that Captain Kindersley will remain responsible for the inspection.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-853 

11th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Morningside Coal company, Lanarkshire on the subject of Fortrigg coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Morningside Coal company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter concerning 

the new Special Rules at Fortrigg colliery and two copies of the proposed rules. He promises to return one of these 

complete with his signature in due course. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-854 



11th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Wyper, Clyde collieries, Hamilton, promising to visit Clyde colliery the next day to 

inspect the barracks coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-855 

12th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of Alexander 

Kerr as the manager of the company's Braehead collieries at Fauldhand. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-856 

12th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.S. Thomson, Hamilton, advising him to gain more experience in the area named in 

the present regulations for the Engineers(?) of Scotland board if he wishes to gain a first class certificate. He adds 

that it is not necessarily necessary for him to have 2 years experience as an undermanager, oversman or fireman, 

but the former is advised along with being 23 years of age or over and this may well become law.  

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Robert McGaughey by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-857 

13th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Eastrigg Coal company, Linlithgowshire, on the subject of Eastrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-858 

13th May/15th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Gordon by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Kennedy, Broxburn Mines, dated 15th May, asking him to meet at the Roman 

Camp mine on the 18th May at about 1.20 p.m. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Reid, Johnston and company, Dundee, dated 15th May, advising that although there 

are no specific regulations affecting the areas the company mentions, Special Rules may be established covering the 

clearing of the tops of quarries. He encloses Special Rules established at a number of quarries in his district asking 

him to pay specific attention to Rules 1 and 2. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-859 

15th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Watson Ltd, Neilsland colliery, Hamilton, on the subject of Neilsland coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-860 

15th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Major R.P. Littledale, Royal Engineers Office, Maryhill Barracks, Glasgow, 

reporting on his recent visit to the coal operations under Hamilton Barracks. He reports that only the Ell and Main 

coals are being worked at present, but that the Splint coal works, that have been temporarily suspended, will 

resume shortly to extract the small portion of this coal yet to be extracted. He reports that the coal is being worked 

in the agreed manner, and that despite finding some falls of roof stone in the two working seams, he found nothing 

to affect the surface. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-861 

15th May/17th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Moodie, Craighead colliery, High Blantyre, informing him that he would be 

glad to provide a reference or any other help for Mr. Moodie if he wishes to apply for a vacant managership, adding 

that he had heard that Deckmount collieries were wanting a manager, although he confesses that he does not know 

where the collieries are situated. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Reid, Johnston and company, Dundee, dated 17th May, informing them that the 

New Special Rules he forwarded to them for Rosemill collieries were established on the 7th December 1896 and 

were in force the last time he visited (?) on the 15th February 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-862 

18th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to F. Braid, Post Office, Glasgow, asking for letters and telegrams to his Home address to be 

redirected to an address at Lundin Links at Fife from the 20th May 1897 until further notice. He adds that his house 

will still be open part of the time, but hopes that this will not prevent the redirection. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-863 

19th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Strain Brothers, Glasgow, confirming that the company plans to open out a 

small seam above the Kiltongue seam at Hippobyre. He adds that he does not believe they will need exemption from 

2 shafts, but promises to enquire into the matter. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-864 

19th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Strain Brothers, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Alexander 

Ferguson as the manager of Kippobyre colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-865 

19th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to David Gray, Chapel and Watsonfoot collieries, Newmains, confirming that 

operations at the no.6 pit at Chapel have been discontinued for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-866 

21st May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to D. Ferguson, Benarty colliery, Blairadam, confirming that his company has 

begun sinking a mine at the colliery near to the mouth of the present one to be called their no.2 mine. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-867 

21st May/22nd May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Webb, Forth and Clyde Miners Association, informing them that the fireman's 

duty in an unspecified case if he believed the miners to be in danger was to withdraw them but also that it would 

suggest if he did so that he doubted the judgement of his superior which he should not do without good cause. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Ballingall, British Linen Bank House, Perth, dated 22nd May, informing him 

that after the accident at Craiglea Quarry, Mr. Johnstone will visit there and he himself plans to visit on the 28th 

May. He adds that he hopes that Mr. Ballingall will inform Mr. White of his visit and send a pony and trap to take him 

to the quarry from the station when he arrives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-868 

22nd May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Richard Sharp, Partick, confirming that the Rochsolloch colliery in Airdrie 

owned by the Airdrie Coal company was closed down for good on the 24th March 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-869 

22nd May 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to Mr. Cunningham, passenger superintendent, Glasgow, informing 

him that he was charged unexpectedly for two little boys while he and his family were travelling to Lundin Links on 

the 20th May 1897 (see NEIMME-JBA-7-862) which he had not been asked for in the past. He encloses money and 

stamps for use as return tickets and adds that the collector seems to have charged them for the trip to St. Andrews 

and not Lundin Links. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Henry Rait, fireman, Redford by Linlithgow, promising to look further into his 

questions regarding his responsibilities as a fireman at the Redford colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-870 

22nd May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Mineral Statistics Branch, Home Office, asking him to send an abstract of 

the Quarries act addressed as if by him to the builder George Hall in Aberdeen. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to George Hall, builder, Aberdeen, confirming receipt of his letter concerning the 

opening of a granite quarry and promising to send an abstract of the Quarries act of 1896 (see letter above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-871 

26th May 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to George Cunningham, Queen Street Station, asking again to be 

provided return tickets for the two boys who were charged while he travelled to Lundin Links (see NEIMME-JBA-7-

869, 1st letter). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.A. (Ash) Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, finding no reason to object to the agreement 

and Sir Samuel's letter sent to him by Ash. He promises to send him copies of Special Rules, noting that Mr. 

Ronaldson's are virtually the same. He adds that he hopes he will visit him at Lundin Links before he sails. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-872 

25th May 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for J. B. Haig, procurator fiscal depute- see NEIMME-JBA-7-873, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of William Leslie. He was killed on the Surface lye at Whinhall pit on the 22nd May 1897 at about 10.55 a.m. 

when the two loaded trucks he was passing between were pushed forward by a locomotive engine owned by the 

North British Railway company and he was crushed between them. The signalman William Patterson testified to 

seeing the deceased pass between the wagons but his cries of warning that shunting was going on were to no avail. 

The engine involved was driven by Charles Moodie, with a fireman and two guards accompanying him. Mr. Atkinson 

also notes that the Coal Grieve(?) James Frazer was the man in charge under the manager Mr. Hunter of the screens, 

lye etc. at the pit. He adds that the men mentioned should be brought as witnesses at the public enquiry and that 

the company promised to provide a plan of the accident area. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-873 

26th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the deaths of James 

White and John Port by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Haig, procurator fiscal depute, Alloa, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Leslie (see NEIMME-JBA-7-872 above). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Alex Frew and company, Rawyards colliery, Airdrie, confirming that the copy of 

Special Rules they have sent is of the correct Special Rules complete with the new additional rules. He asks them to 

post the Rules for 14 days (at the colliery) and then send Mr. Atkinson two copies of it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-874 

27th May/28th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Gorman by Mr. Johnstone adding that he believes it to be a case of sudden death. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.W. Hunter, Thridington colliery, sending him information on the manufacturers of 

coal washers and recommending they get in touch with the company of engineers Kerson and Campbell in Hamilton. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Boyes, procurator fiscal, Perth, dated 28th May, enclosing a report on the 

accident at Craiglea colliery by Mr. Johnstone adding that he presumes the Sheriff Clerk will inform him in due 

course the date and time of the public enquiry into the matter. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-875 

28th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, asking him if he 

wishes a Special Report prepared under Section 44 of the Coal Mines Regulation act 1887 on the disaster at Devon 

colliery, Clackmannanshire, on the 26th March 1897, where six people lost their lives after the collapse of a dam (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-851,both letters etc). * 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-876 

29th May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Darngavil Coal Company, Birkrigg colliery, Larkhall, on the subject of 

Birkrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-877 



29th May 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.and J. Marshall, Carriage Hirers, Perth, enclosing a cheque for an 

enclosed amount, expressing surprise at how expensive it was to go to the quarry compared to the previous year. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing notice of the accident to John 

Watson, and a report and further remarks by Mr. Johnstone. He asks for the notice to be returned. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Francis 

Lamond and injury to James Gillespie by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-878 

31st May 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to C. and J. Hedderick, Lashallen(?) colliery, St. Andrews, confirming that a new 

shaft for the mine was set for working on March 9th 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-879 

2nd June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Office, enclosing a report by 

Mr. Johnstone on an explosion of blasting gelatine at the Westfield Limestone Mine in Edinburgh leading to the 

injuries of the contractor John Campbell and the pumpman Robert Baird, for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector 

of Explosives. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of John 

Callendar by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-880 

2nd June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Coltness Iron company, Newmains, confirming the appointment of William 

Weir as the manager of Blairhall colliery in Fife. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-881 

5th June/6th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. and G. Anderson, Barblues collieries, Airdrie, suggesting that he thinks the accident 

to James Alexander at the collieries is due to extreme carelessness on the part of their officials in allowing work to be 



carried out in areas where gas has been found in the past, pointing out that the number of explosions caused by the 

ignition of small amounts of gas is far too many. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to Baird and Stevenson, Grange Quarry, Burntisland, dated 6th 

June, telling them that he will visit the quarry to inquire about accidents there and at Cullelo the next Tuesday 

morning. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-882 

5th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Nethendale Collieries Ltd., Stonehouse, Lanarkshire, confirming that the 

the company have acquired a lease for High Langridge and its lands and the pit at High Langridge (from?) Pauls of 

Stonehouse. He advises that they should apply directly to the Secretary of State if they want exemption from 2 

shafts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-883 

5th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Summerlee and Mossend Iron and Steel Company, Coalteridge, confirming 

the appointment of Peter Milligan as the manager of Prestongrange colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-884 

5th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Avonhead Coal company, Longriggend, confirming the appointment of 

Hugh Pearson as the manager of Avonhead colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-885 

5th June/6th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen, enclosing a report on the death of William Will 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to H.Johnstone, dated 6th June, promising to leave 2 plans relating 

to the Devon accident at his home to be reduced to foolscap size by Mr. Johnstone for a report on the accident 

avoiding colours if possible. He also asks his opinion on the fitness of Mr. Fyfe to hold a certificate as a manager after 

the accident and whether there should be a public enquiry into the matter (see NEIMME-JBA-7-875 etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-886 

6th June 1897 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Darngavil Coal company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Robert 

Rae as the manager of Birkrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-887 

7th June/10th June 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Duff, Sheriff Clerk Depute, Alloa, asking for the verdict of the jury in the fatal 

accident enquiry relating to the Devon disaster (see NEIMME-JBA-7-885, 2nd letter etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to W.H. (Bill) Atkinson,dated 10th June, saying that electric coal 

cutters have been tried at some collieries in his area, but that he does not think there are any in use at the moment, 

adding he will enquire to find out for certain. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Larkhall,dated 10th June, acknowledging receipt of a letter about 

ventilation at a quarry, but adding that he has not given the name of the quarry involved. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-888 

8th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing an 

application by his Assistant Inspector Mr. R. McLaren for a leave of absence between the 30th June and the 31st July 

1897 adding that his work can be adequately covered in his absence by Mr. Atkinson and his other Assistant 

Inspector H.Johnstone.  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-889 

8th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.Badge, Wemyss Castle Offices, telling him that in the last year there were 66 non-

fatal accidents injuring 67 persons in the county of Fife and 4 non-fatal accidents reported in Clackmannanshire 

injuring 4 people. He promises to give more information if necessary. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone enclosing notices of quarry accidents in Caithness suggesting that he 

visit there the next Monday. He also encloses (notice) of an accident at Cove quarry, but adds that Mr. Johnstone 

need not provide a report to him for another 3 weeks. He also explains that his suggestion that a public enquiry be 

made into Mr. Fyfe's fitness to hold a manager's certificate was not made to punish Mr. Fyfe for the accident that 

occurred (see NEIMME-JBA-8-885, 2nd letter) but to remind managers of the necessity of taking greater care in the 

management of mines. He acknowledges that others were responsible for the accident as well as Mr. Fyfe but that 

neither Mr. Roxburgh or Mr. Nisbet were more skilled in their judgement of the consequences of their actions than 

he was. The former lacked the skill of Mr. Fyfe while the latter had no more skill than Mr. Fyfe. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-890 



11th June 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-891, 1st letter below) on the 

death of William Weir Low. The miner was killed by a fall of rock weighing about 2 tons from the roof above the coal 

at the roadhead of his working place in the Dunfermline Splint seam of the no.2 pit at Blairadam colliery on the 4th 

June 1897 at about 10.10 a.m. He was employed by the contractors James Stenhouse and James Muir, who were 

responsible for his section. At the time of the accident, Mr. Stenhouse was not present but Mr. Muir was and had 

been in the place where the accident occurred only a few minutes before. The deceased's father, John Low, was 

working in an adjoining wall at the time and the foreman Andrew Hunter confirmed he had considered the place 

safe when he examined the area at about 6 a.m. that morning. He adds that no tree seemed to have been put in 

place to shore up the roof but that timber was freely available if the deceased had chosen to use it. The manager Mr. 

Wilson, he adds, had promised to provide a plan of the area involved and he suggests that John Low, Andrew Hunter 

and James Muir be called to give evidence at the upcoming public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-891 

11th June 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

William Weir Low (see NEIMME-JBA-7-890 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.T. Younger, advocate, Edinburgh, telling him that he is 

preparing a reduced scale report on the Devon accident which will do for both reports on the matter, so he need not 

trouble himself further (see NEIMME-JBA-7-887,1st letter etc). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to J.S. Martin, Bristol, saying he agrees for the most part with his suggestion of an 

increase in (his?) salary by £20 to a thousand pounds. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-892 

11th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing a letter 

from Assistant Inspector R. McLaren asking that he be relieved from the necessity of attending the proceedings of 

the 16th June, where he has been cited as a juror, and for any future occasion (relating to the matter?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-893 

11th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of James Kenny 

by Mr. H. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.I. Knyveth, Accounting Officer, Home Office, describing how he felt he was 

overcharged by the conveyance taking him to Craiglea quarry on the 28th May 1897. He refers to an accident 



(involving the conveyance?) at the quarry causing the deaths of 3 men and injury to seven more and a previous visit 

to the quarry by Mr. Johnstone to the quarry on the 22nd. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-894 

13th June/15th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to David Paterson, Hamilton, promising to look further into his question regarding his 

duties as checkweigher at Motherwell colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, dated 15th June, enclosing a report on the 

death of James Martin by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-895 

15th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Fyfe, Youngs Oil company, Glasgow, confirming that the company has 

begun to sink two shafts on the lands of Ingleston to be known as no.36 and 37 pits in Histon(?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-896 

19th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A. Griffiths explaining that despite the fact that his mine may be classed as a coal mine 

the absence of gas and damp means that only in exceptional circumstances where shots are fired on a main haulage 

or intake more than 100 yards from the face, as noted in Section 3, will the class of explosives they use at the face 

need to be altered under the explosives order. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal,Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death 

of Thomas Duncan (see NEIMME-JBA-7-897 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-897 

19th June 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-896 above) on the death of 

Thomas Duncan. The 50 year old miner was killed when a large mass of coal fell from between two sprags while he 

was holing the coal at his working place in the five feet seam of Dalbeath colliery on the 11th June 1897 at 

approximately 9.30 a.m. The fireman John McNaughton examined the site of the accident at 6.45 a.m. that morning 

and found it in order and saw the deceased. He began work a quarter of an hour later. Two miners, Edward Tramor 

and George Drysdale, heard the coal fall and when they arrived Mr. Duncan was still alive but, despite being released 

quickly, he died within a few minutes. The deceased's son was working there also but not at the time of the accident, 

and Mr. Atkinson adds that the cause of the falling coal was thought to be the action of intrusive basalt. He adds that 



the manager will provide a plan of the area and that Mr. Drysdale, Mr. Tramor and the fireman John McNaughton 

should be called as witnesses at the subsequent public enquiry. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-898 

19th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Ireland and Wilson, Lathones Colliery, Cupar, Fife, confirming that they have 

sunk a shaft to a seam of coal on the Lathones Estate and started to open it out on the 3rd (?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-899 

19th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Strain Brothers, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of Hugh Strain as 

the manager of Kippsbyre colliery replacing Alexander Ferguson. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-900 

19th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Nimmo and company, Glasgow, confirming that the company have 

started to work a round pit to the main coal at Muiravonside colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-901 

19th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, arguing that he does not see how he can take any 

legal action against the manager involved in the dismissal of Henry Rait. He argues that despite Mr. Rait's 

assumption that a drawing road in the process of being repaired was too dangerous for the drawers to go through 

Mr. McLaren could get no evidence that this was necessarily the case. He adds that since the manager denies he 

dismissed Mr. Rait for not allowing the drawers to work through the area, there is nothing more he can do, noting 

the bad feeling on both sides. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of M. 

Sommerville by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-902 

19th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, agreeing to the application for exemption from 2 shafts by the 

Colinburn seam of the no.3 pit at Blackston colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing no more 

than 20 persons are allowed underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used 



underground for ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the 

exemption ends on the 30th November 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-903 

20th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.L. Younger, Advocate, Edinburgh, disagreeing with his assumption 

that the breaking of the dam at Devon colliery occurred while the 4 inch pipe was open. He believes, conversely, that 

it was only when the pipe was closed off that the dam collapsed under the pressure, going along for the most part 

with the jury's verdict. Because of this, he returns Mr. Younger's report with some alterations to the parts not 

dealing with this aspect of the disaster but none after as he expects him to alter that part himself. He adds that he 

has not got the reduced plans yet and that he will send a proof soon so he can alter the references. He concludes 

that he will let him know when he has completed his report on the matter and will then arrange a meeting (see 

NEIMME-JBA-7-891, 2nd letter etc.) 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-904 

22nd June 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Larkhall Brickfields company, Glasgow, telling them if they wish to have an exemption 

from 2 shafts at Birkenshaw they will have to apply directly to the Secretary of State at Whitehall. He promises to 

look into the matter further in the meantime. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Hastie at Greenfield colliery assuring him that the exemption that he already 

has for the Brownlee Splint coal will suffice until the pillars are worked out. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Johnstone informing him that the rules for the Caithness flagstone quarries signed 

by him had been sent to the company the previous November. He asks when he can receive the reduced plans for 

the Devon accident (see NEIMME-JBA-7-903) and also what he thinks of the newspaper report pointing out that the 

jury judged Mr. Gowan's death at Harthill an accident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-905 

22nd June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to L.Dobbinson enclosing a letter of recommendation saying he met the man frequently 

when he was an Assistant Inspector of Mines at Newcastle upon Tyne and that he had formed a high opinion of him 

while he was the manager of Hebburn colliery. He explains that he is glad to give him such a reference for the 

Monkton Main people although he does not know any of them. He also thanks him for his letter on explosions, but 

adds that he believes he has underestimated the danger of coal dust in these events. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-906 

23rd June 1897 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to George McCreath asking him to spare (Mr?) Bertram for the month of July, taking a 

fortnight's holiday and for the other two weeks he has been allowed to visit one of Mr. Carlow's pits, if Mr. McCreath 

agrees. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Aberdeen enclosing a report on the death of Robert 

Dick by Mr. R. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to A.Griffiths, Falkirk, remarking that he will be glad to go fishing with 

him on the 9th July. He proposes arriving at Kinross junction at 8.55 that morning and leaving at 6.30 that night. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-907 

23rd June/24th June 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, on Home Office service, to Mr. Johnstone, Glasgow, asking him to attend that days 

inquiry at Hamilton if possible and getting Mr. McLaren's report (on the subject) from Mr. Wilson. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Kirby, Wellsgreen colliery, telling him he will visit the colliery on the 25th June at 

about 11a.m. with the purpose of going down the pit. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Kirby, Wellsgreen colliery, dated 24th June, rearranging his visit to the colliery (see 

letter above) from Friday the 25th to the following Monday at the same time due to a fatal accident at 

Cowdenbeath. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-908 

24th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to H. Johnstone telling him that the general plan he has drawn up for 

the Devon dam is very good (see NEIMME-JBA-7-903 etc). He mentions the positioning of the concave side, the large 

pipe, the small pipe and the fillets of wood on the top of the outside of the wood frame. He adds that he does not 

think it necessary to add the bottom projecting frame or figures A and B. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Sharp, solicitor, Glasgow, confirming receipt of a letter withdrawing the notice of 

the abandonment of Rochsolloch colliery connected with the Airdrie Coal company. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-909 

24th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to J.Caldwell, Pumpherston mines, Uphall, confirming the appointment of James 

Paterson as the undermanager of the no.2 mine at Pumpherston. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-910 

25th June/26th June 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to H. Johnstone asking him for the reduced plan of the (Devon) dam 

by Tuesday night or Wednesday morning so he can give it to Mr. Younger when he meets him in Edinburgh on the 

Wednesday afternoon. Mr. Younger, he explains, needs the plans so he can adjust his references to it in his report 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-908, 1st letter etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.J. Younger promising to be in Edinburgh on Wednesday the 

30th June to meet him to discuss the Devon colliery plans. He promises to bring along his report as far as it is ready 

and the reduced plans which he expects to have by then (see letter above etc). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 26th June, enclosing a 

report on the death of Joseph Sharp (see NEIMME-JBA-7-911 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-911 

26th June 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-910, 3rd letter above) on the 

death of Joseph Sharp. The 51 year old miner was killed by a fall of coal which occurred after he had fired a shot 

some minutes earlier. He had then started to hole the coal after the smoke cleared away continuing for about 20 

minutes. The incident occurred at about 8 a.m on the 24th June 1897 in a level of the Mynheer seam of the no.7 pit 

at Cowdenbeath colliery which had been standing since the 21st June due to the Jubilee holiday. The fireman John 

Reid had examined the area at 5.40 a.m. that morning and found it safe. The deceased and his fellow miner David 

King had begun work shortly after his examination. Mr. King, who witnessed the accident, immediately went for help 

since he knew he could not free him alone, and two other miners David Whyte and William Paterson came to his aid. 

The coal had come away from a free parting and the backs. He concludes by noting that the manager will provide a 

plan of the area and the other men cited should be called as witnesses. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-912 

26th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Morningside Coal company, Fortrigg colliery, Shotts, on the subject of 

Fortrigg coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-913 

26th June 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing list no.9 

of quarries whose owners have agreed to abide by the revised code of Special Rules under the Quarries act of 1894 

once it has been proposed by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-758 etc). 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-914 

26th June 1897 

List (no.9) signed by J.B. Atkinson of quarries whose owners have agreed to abide by the revised code of special 

Rules under the Quarries act of 1894 when it is proposed by the Secretary of State (see NEIMME-JBA-7-913 above) 

from the counties of Morningston and Perth. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-915 

28th June/29th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to G.R. Thompson, Professor of Mining, Glasgow, trying to clarify and 

correct some of the diploma questions provided by him on minerals, mining acts, safety lamps, the use of water and 

holing with suggestions. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 29th June, agreeing to the extension of the exemption from 

two shafts by the High Langridge pit at Stonehouse under the same conditions with the expiry date changed to the 

30th September 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-916 

29th June/30th June 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, advising against granting an exemption from two shafts at 

Birkenshaw pit, Larkhall, since the ventilation there goes through an old waste (sic) and becomes fouled with choke 

and fire-damp. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Wilsons and Clyde company, Lochgelly, dated 30th June, on the 

subject of Glencraig coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-917 

1st July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing two 

sets of plans drawn up by Mr. Atkinson and R.J. Younger on the accident at Devon colliery and asking that he be sent 

three proofs of the plans as soon as possible (see NEIMME-JBA-7-910, both letters etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the procurator fiscal of Roxburghshire, Jedburgh, enclosing a report on the death of 

Thomas Davidson by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-918 



1st July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing a 

report by Mr. R. McLaren, his Assistant Inspector, on an explosion of blasting gelatine at Leadhills lead-ore mines 

which lead to slight injuries to a miner called Walter Weir, for the attention of Her Majesty's Inspector of Explosives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-919 

2nd July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Smith, Quarry owner, Kintore, Aberdeenshire, confirming that he has 

opened a granite quarry at Burnside in Kiltore. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-920 

1st July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R. Nisbet, Leven, informing him that a Mr. Carlow has allowed Mr. 

Atkinson's son Bertram to spend a fortnight at Mr. Nisbet's pits and that he proposes that the visit starts the next 

Monday at Durie. He asks  Mr. Nisbet to meet him on Saturday afternoon at the golfers train leaving Leven to discuss 

details. He also expresses his desire to discuss the Devon accident with him (see NEIMME-JBA-7-917, 1st letter etc). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-921 

3rd July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Peter Dewar, South Blair, Harthill, confirming that his company has 

commenced an inclining plane to lead towards opening up a coal mine at South Blair. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-922 

3rd July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Fyfe, Youngs Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

Adam Speirs and William Torrance as the manager and undermanager of the new mine openings at Ingliston which 

he notes are in Midlothian rather than West Lothian (as Mr. Fyfe suggests?). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-923 

3rd July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R.H. Morton, Fordell colliery, Crossgates, confirming that work has begun on 

the Lochgelly Parrot and Dunfermline Splint seams in the Alice pit at Fordell colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-924 



6th July/7th July/8th July 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to A. Roxburgh, Alloa colliery, advising him that he will be at the Alloa 

colliery office the next morning and asking him to invite Mr. Fyfe and John Hunter to be present, noting that the 

latter was near the dam when the (Devon?) accident occurred (see NEIMME-JBA-7-917, 1st letter etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Lancaster, Cleghorn Terracotta Works, dated 7th July, promising that samples 

of clay will be sent by parcel post and asking him to examine them to see whether they would make terracotta bricks 

and then informing him of the result. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 8th July, explaining to the receiver that the conditions at an 

unknown mine are the same despite new owners taking over and the exemption the previous owners arranged is 

still valid under Section 18(iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act and can be extended to September the 30th 1897. He adds 

that the new owners have been visited and made aware of this. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-925 

10th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to R.T. Wilson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Dundee, informing him that he does 

not believe that the accident at Buckhaven brickworks comes under his jurisdiction, noting he has received no 

previous notice of it. He adds that only works in connection with mines under the Metalliferous Mines act and 

Quarries act have been transferred to the Home Department he works for (see overleaf). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-926 

10th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Gavin Paul and sons, Edinburgh, confirming that the company intend to open 

up an old pit at Polkemmet Junction near Bathgate. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-927 

10th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.W. Turnbull, Shotts Iron company, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment 

of John Love as the manager of the Lauriewood(?) pit in the room of Mr. H. Burt. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-928 

10th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Crawford, Ormiston Station colliery, confirming the appointment of John 

McIver as the undermanager of Cockum mine replacing Joseph Main who remains the undermanager at Ormiston 

Station colliery, Mr. McIver acting as such at Limeylands and Cockum. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-929 

10th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to George Crawford, Secretary, Rosewell Gas and Coal company, Edinburgh, 

confirming the appointment of Robert Beith as the manager of Rosewell and Lassodie Mill collieries. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-930 

10th July 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.Frew and company, Rawyards Brick company, Airdrie, confirming that the company 

have completed a second shaft at Rawyards Brickworks colliery and are now allowed to employ 30 people 

underground at one time but reminding them that if they want to employ more they will have to appoint a first class 

certificated manager. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Cowan and Muir, Riggend colliery, Airdrie, informing the company that as long as 

they employ no more than 30 people underground they need not appoint a first class certificated manager unless 

specifically advised to do so, which Mr. Atkinson says he would not propose in their case. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to the Sheriff Clerk, Jedburgh, noting that a newspaper notice informs him that a 

enquiry has taken place into the fatal accident at Dunion colliery. He adds that he should have been informed when 

the enquiry was taking place since arrangements should have been made under the Quarries act 1894. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-931 

10th July 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-932, 2nd letter below) on the 

death of James williamson. The deceased and his fellow miner Alexander Rae were burned by an explosion of fire-

damp in an abandoned exploring mine called Wilsons in the Dalway Oil Shale mine on the 3rd July 1897 at about 

6.50 a.m. Mr. Williamson subsequently died of his injuries. On the morning of the accident the deceased and Mr. Rae 

discussed with the undermanager John Russell and the fireman John Rice where to find rails that were needed, and 

the abandoned Wilson's mine was mentioned as a possibility. Mr. Rice testified that he told the two men that the 

mine had gas in it, while the manager said that he had told them that if they used Wilson's mine John Rice would 

have to go along to oversee them. Mr. Rice also said he had examined the mine the day before the accident but not 

the day itself, since the mine was not often used. After the conversation the deceased and Mr. Rae went to Wilson's 

mine and shortly after gas was ignited. John Rice's brother Robert and James Norton were other miners working 

close by who witnessed the explosion. When Mr. Atkinson visited the site he noted the mine had been fenced off. 

He concludes that the people mentioned above should be cited for the public enquiry and that the manager Mr. 

Archibald would prepare a plan of the site of the incident. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-932 

10th July/11th July 1897 

Two letters- 



The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to The Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Office, enclosing a draft of a 

report on the accident at Devon colliery and asking to be given three proofs of it as soon as possible (see NEIMME-

JBA-7-924, 1st letter etc). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.H. Henderson, procurator fiscal, Linlithgow, dated 11th July, enclosing a report 

on the death of James williamson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-931 above). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-933 

13th July/15th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Calder, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Broughty Ferry, telling him that the 

questions he raises concerning the qualification of candidates as mentioned in his enclosed letter from the Secretary 

of the West of Scotland and his proposed reply were raised in the Annual Inspectors Meeting in May and that his 

letter was a suitable response to it. He does not believe another meeting is necessary to discuss the matter further. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to C.G. Troup, Home Office, dated 15th July, enclosing a copy of notes of evidence 

taken at the inquiry into the Devon Colliery accident (see NEIMME-JBA-7-932, 1st letter etc). and asking that it be 

returned as he has loaned the copy from the Sheriff Clerk. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-934 

13th July/14th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Wilson, Checkweigher, Climpy Colliery, Lanark, informing him that if the 

miners at the colliery object to deductions being made for wet coal they should refuse to work it, adding that if they 

continue to do so they are showing their agreement. He adds that they should argue this, and not a checkweigher. 

He also suggests that the miners find some sort of compromise by trying to agree a lower deduction than 40 pounds 

of water be made. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, dated 14th July, enclosing a report on the 

death of James Brown by Mr. H. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-935 

14th July 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.L. Younger, Advocate, Edinburgh, enclosing proofs of plans for the 

Devon report (see NEIMME-JBA-7-933, 2nd letter) and suggesting they meet at Lundin Links Station for a day's 

golfing on the morning of Monday the 19th July. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to D.L. Urquhart, Glasgow, asking him to write a letter of 

introduction for his brother A.A. (Ash) Atkinson to Mr. Inglis to help after his appointment as the Government 



Inspector of Mines in New South Wales, as he is to sail there shortly. He asks that he send it to him as he will then 

forward it to 'Ash'. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to J.S. Dixon, Bothwell, asking him if he would write a letter of 

introduction for his brother A.A. Atkinson (see letter above) to his own brother in New South Wales as he has been 

appointed the Government Inspector of Mines there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-936 

14th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Cowan and Maxwell, Airdrie, on the subject of Riggend coal. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Cleghorn Terracotta Company, informing them that he sent a letter and a small box 

to a Mr. Lancaster who used to be employed by them. He did not know that he was no longer with them and sent 

both to the company. He has been informed that Mr. Lancaster has subsequently received the letter but not the box 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-924, 2nd letter). He asks that they send the box to Mr. Lancaster at his address in Percy Street. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-937 

14th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Gerrard, Her Majesty's Inspector of Mines, saying that he has not enforced the 

Special Rules for Metalliferous Mines that Mr. Gerrard mentions. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Lanarkshire Miners Federation, explaining that the explosion at 

Hill(?)brigg colliery may lead to difficulty in ascertaining the facts if the miners did not give correct information. He 

believes that Mr. Johnstone found out the causes of the explosion to the best of his ability and does not think that 

the truth was deliberately kept from him. He suggests that the strengthening of the doors involved would be 

sensible and that the question of ventilation was also taken into consideration. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-938 

17th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing reports on the deaths of John 

McLauchlan and James Richardson by H. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to L.W. Todrick, procurator fiscal, Haddington, remarking that he believes that the 

fireman, Mr. Ferguson, should have given a true report on the explosion at Prestongrange colliery, and, having failed 

to do so, should be prosecuted under General Rule 4, Special Rule 37 of the Coal Mines act. He thinks this should be 

carried out by the manager to ensure discipline is maintained for the sake of all Inspectors, Managers and miners. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-939 

17th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Ellis, Seafield Oil Shale Mines, Bathgate, confirming that the 

Pumpherston Oil company are about to open a new mine, the no.2 at Causland, to work the Dunnet Shale. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-940 

17th July 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-941, 1st letter below) on the 

death of Charles Fitzsimmons. The 60 year old was killed when a rake of 9 loaded hutches being passed down a shaft 

attached to a bogie which was itself attached by a clip to a mooring rope ran back down the shaft and caught the 

deceased inflicting lethal injuries, after the rope dropped out of the clip as it was being driven (up?) a dip on an 

endless rope haulage road in the Five Feet seam of the Arthur pit at Lochgelly on the 7th July 1897. An 18 year old, 

John Greig, was riding on the bogie at the time and reported that he jumped off when he realised the rope had 

slipped out of the clip, signalling for the rope to stop. He also shouted to the deceased warning him of the danger. A 

pony driver, Duncan Lind(?) say also witnessed the accident while the roadsman, Alex Matheson, who was also in the 

area had went to the deceased's aid immediately after the accident. He suggests that all the people mentioned 

should be cited as witnesses for the public enquiry and that the manager has promised to provide a map of the area 

for that purpose, He adds that the road has the proper amount of refuge holes and that the deceased was within a 

few yards of one when he was caught. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-941 

17th July/20th July/21st July 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Charles Fitzsimmons (see NEIMME-JBA-7-940 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Jordan, Home Office, dated 20th July, asking him to send a copy of the Abstract 

of the Quarries act addressed from Mr. Atkinson to the contractors John McAdam and sons of Aberdeen. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to J.B. Lee, Stansfield Hall, dated 21st July, requesting his and Mrs. 

Lee's company at the end of August at his holiday home at Lundin Links in Fife adding that he thinks Mr. Lee will 

enjoy the Fife coast. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-942 

20th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John McAdam and sons, Aberdeen, confirming that the company have opened 

a quarry at Oldtown, Blackwell (?) between the cairnery and Dancing cairns. He also promises to send the company 

something which remains undisclosed. 

 



NEIMME-JBA-7-943 

21st July/24th July 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Murphy, Miners Secretary, Larkhall, promising to look into the question of 

ventilation at Allanton colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to R.L. Younger, advocate, Edinburgh, asking him to visit for a day 

of golf at Lundin Links on either the Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday of the next week at which time he hopes to 

have proof of his report on the Devon accident (see NEIMME-JBA-7-935, 1st letter etc). 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Port, Mossend, dated 24th July, reporting that he has been sent Mr. Port's 

letter concerning the explosion at Darngavil colliery by Mr. Ronaldson. He continues that he has not yet received the 

date of the Public Enquiry dealing with this but that he has forwarded the letter to the procurator fiscal suggesting 

he should be cited as a witness. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-944 

24th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Office, Whitehall, enclosing his 

Assistant Inspector H. Johnstone's request to take thirty days leave of absence from his official duties between the 

1st August and 31st October, as time and opportunity permits. As Mr. Johnstone does not propose leaving the area 

during this time, Mr. Atkinson argues that the system, which has worked well in the past as he was available for 

emergencies at any time, should be continued. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-945 

24th July/25th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to W.W. Ware, Mineral Statistics Branch, Home Office, confirming receipt of his letter 

containing Mr. Troup's suggestions on and Sheet 1 of the plans for the Devon Colliery accident (see NEIMME-JBA-7-

943, 2nd letter etc). He adds that he approves of the suggestions and has altered his plan accordingly. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to John Morison, Cramlington, Northumberland, dated 25th July, 

apologising for having to decline his invitation to dine with him at Glasgow Central on the next Wednesday due to his 

staying in his Fife holiday home. He suggests that he and his wife should visit before he leaves staying overnight and 

that he should have a game of golf with him while there. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-946 

24th July 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to C.J. Troup, Home Office, commenting on the Devon colliery incident (see NEIMME-

JBA-7-945, 1st letter above etc). He suggests that the manager of the mine should have been aware of what size 



dam/ door was needed to protect from flooding if he had a basic knowledge of hydrostatics. He also suggests that 

while the mining engineer Mr. Orr was at fault, his position was not as authoritative as might have been supposed as 

he was not responsible for any of the operations of the mine and was more of a surveyor making his inability to 

point out the weakness of the arrangement perhaps more understandable. He blames the mistake on divided 

responsibility and points out that since the incident, Mr. Roxburgh has made it plain to all his managers that they are 

responsible for all operations carried out in their mines. He thanks Mr. Troup for complimenting his own report on 

the affair. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh, Alloa collieries, confirming receipt of a letter from Mr. Millar 

containing information of depths of shafts etc and returns it. He adds that he has been told by Mr. Johnstone that 

the report he sent to Mr. Roxburgh contained all the particulars Mr. Miller required but adds that if this is not the 

case, Mr. Roxburgh should let him know and he will send another copy of the report with the necessary list. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-947 

24th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to M.Hay and son, Invercraig colliery, Slamannan, confirming that the colliery was 

abandoned on the 4th May 1897 and that the Statutary return has been received. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-948 

24th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to William Buchan, procurator fiscal, Peebles, confirming receipt of a letter from the 

manager of the Peebles Hydropalthic Establishment to the Superintendent of Police with information on blasting 

operations at Venland quarry and notes that the quarry is now being managed by the town council. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-949 

28th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Dixon Ltd., Calder Iron Works, Coalteridge, confirming that the 

company's Fauldhouse colliery was abandoned on the 29th May 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-950 

28th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Wishart, Oakbank Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

John Morris as the manager of Oakbank collieries during the leave of absence of its certificated manager J.B. 

Sneddon from the 31st July to the 13th August 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-951 

28th July 1897 



Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Black and sons, Coalmasters, Airdrie, confirming the appointment of 

John B. Kilpatrick as the manager of the company's Brownyside colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-952 

28th July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable Secretary of State, Home Department, enclosing a 

report by his Assistant Inspector H.Johnstone on the explosion of a detonator at Reddin (?) colliery, Stirlingshire, 

which had lead to a Robert Bennie sustaining injuries to his left hand for the information of Her Majesty's Inspector 

of Explosives. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-953 

31st July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A.Faulds, the Calderbank Steel and Coal company, confirming the appointment 

of David Wilson as the certificated manager of Monkland collieries in the room of James Roberts. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-954 

31st July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Ireland, Lathones colliery, St. Andrews, confirming that the company 

has opened another shaft at the colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-955 

31st July 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Right Honourable secretary of State, Home Office, Whitehall, London, 

asking permission to begin legal proceedings against John King, the undermanager of Greyrigg's no.2 pit at Darngavil 

colliery owned by the Darngavil Coal company near Airdrie for allowing a shot of gunpowder to be let off in a place 

known to contain fire-damp, contravening General Rule 12 (g) of Section 49 of the Coal Mines Regulation act of 

1887. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-956 

31st July/3rd August 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to William Buchan, procurator fiscal, Peebles, promising to look further into the 

complaint made by Baillie Spalding over the way Venland quarry is worked (see NEIMME-JBA-7-948). 



The second from J.B. Atkinson to Woodmuir Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming receipt of their plan of the no.4 

pit at Woodmuir, returning it, and asking that it be sent straight away to the Secretary of State at the Home 

Department in London. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton,dated 3rd August, enclosing a report on the 

death of William Russell by Mr. McLaren. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-957 

31st July/3rd August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Major Littledale telling him that he has not checked the accuracy of statements of 

money/accounts relating to his inspecting and reporting on the conditions of coal workings at Hamilton barracks. 

Although he trusts that the accounts of McCreath and Stevenson are accurate, he suggests that the Home Office 

check the findings. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, confirming receipt of a letter containing a 

complaint against John King which he returns and has signed (see NEIMME-JBA-7-955). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-958 

5th August/7th August 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to John Rankine, remarking that John King should be prosecuted as an example to deter 

others from making the same mistake rather than as a real punishment, acknowledging that Mr. King has already 

suffered a lot. He adds that he does not believe the Sheriff will come down hard on him (see NEIMME-JBA-7-955). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of Andrew 

Duncan by Mr. McLaren. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 7th August, agreeing to the application by Lathallan colliery 

for exemption from 2 shafts under Section 18(iii)(a) of the Coal mines act providing no more than 20 people work 

underground in connection with the one shaft at one time, no fire is used underground for ventilation or any other 

purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption ends on the 30th November 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-959 

7th August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal, Hamilton, enclosing a report on the death of John Rowan 

by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to A. Roxburgh, Alloa collieries, informing him that he does not know of any collieries 

using electrical machines in his district, noting that Elphingstone, Glenclelland, Bellfield and Plean collieries trialled 

their use but gave up on them. He notes that a committee of the Northumberland Coal Owners Association were in 



Scotland to discuss the matter a couple of weeks ago and have been elsewhere on the same mission. He adds that 

John Morison of Cramlington is one of the committee who may be able to give him more information on the subject. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-960 

7th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to William Black and sons, Coalmasters, Airdrie, confirming that they have 

discontinued working at Whiterigg colliery for the time being. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-961 

7th August 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.D. Lindsay, procurator fiscal, Airdrie, enclosing a report on the death of Francis 

Armstrong by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Chisholm Robertson, Glasgow, promising to look further into perceived problems 

with ventilation at the Nettlehole, Drumshangie and the Quarry pit at Braidenhill colliery in Airdrie. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to James Ross and company, Philpstown Oil Works, Linlithgow, confirming receipt of 

their letter telling of the new opening at Waterstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-962 

7th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to James Malcolm, Armiston colliery, Gorebridge, confirming the appointments 

of James Roberts and William Hill as managers of the Gore and Emily pits at Armiston colliery respectively. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-963 

14th August/15th August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Lanarkshire Miners Federation, Larkhall, promising to look further into the 

Tare of Hutches at Quarter colliery and also, in a postscript, the ventilation at Auchlochan colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to J.H. Merivale, Northumberland, apologising for not being able to 

provide him with an accurate account of the exact area of Scottish Coal fields as he is at his holiday home at Lundin 

Links in Fife until the end of August and hasn't got the necessary papers. He adds that Mr. Hall wrote a Royal 

Commission report that might help, but that it provided little information on Scotland. He adds that he does not 

think that 25 square miles is big enough for the Cumberland Coal field and that sea coal may extend from Maryport 

to a mile or two South of Whitehaven. He also adds that there is a small plan showing the coal fields of Scotland 

contained in a plan in the Federated Transactions accompanying a paper by R. J. Moore on the Scottish Mineral oil 

Industry. He adds in a postscript that he is sorry to hear that a Mr. Aldis has lost his wife. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-964 

14th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Woodmuir Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming that work was 

abandoned at the no.4 pit at Woodmuir colliery on the 29th May 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-965 

14th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Williams and Clyde Coal company, Glencraig colliery, Lochgelly, on the 

subject of Glencraig coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-966 

14th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Armadale Coal company confirming that the workings in the Main and Ball 

coal seams in the no.17 pit at Armadale colliery were discontinued on the 2nd June 1897 and the workings in the 

Main and Ball coal seams in the no.16 pit at the colliery have resumed. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-967 

14th August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Major Littledale telling him that he could check the accounts for the War Office at the 

price of 5 pounds per annum. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to A. Logan, Paisley, confirming the appointment of W. Sommervlle as the 

manager at Kinninworth colliery at Cardenden in Fife. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-968 

20th August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to J.S. Dixon informing him that the owner,agent or manager of a 

colliery or the Secretary of State will be able to propose amendments of Rules or New Special Rules under Sections 

54 (i) and (ii) of the Coal Mines Registration act once the new Special Rules are established, but that enginemen will 

not. They can only propose such amendments or rules through their masters or the Secretary of State. He adds that 

he and Mr. Ronaldson met with a deputation of enginemen in May 1897 noting their wishes and concerns and 

promising that these will be taken into consideration in the setting up of the new Special Rules etc. He adds that any 

further concerns they may have should be sent to the Secretary of State as proposals and that arbitration could be 



made by appointing a person to represent them under Section 2 of the Coal Mines act of 1896. He concludes that 

Loch Leven 'did badly' but that today will be a grand day (weather-wise?). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Sharp, Newmains, promising to look further into ventilation at the Allanton 

colliery in Morningside. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-969 

20th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Avonhead Coal company, Longriggend, confirming the appointment of 

Archibald Barrie as the manager of the Avonhead colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-970 

20th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Armadale Coal company, Glasgow, confirming that the workings in their 

Kiltongue and Upper Drumgray coal seams at North Greengairs pit were abandoned on the 17th July 1897. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-971 

21st August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Lundin Links, Fife, to Mr. Nisbet, Lochgelly collieries, informing him he will be visiting the 

Arthur pit at the collieries to look over the site of an accident the next Tuesday morning. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R.W. Renton, procurator fiscal, Cupar, Fife, enclosing a report on the death of 

Samuel McLeish by Mr. Johnstone. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-972 

21st August 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-973, 1st letter below) on the 

death of Jane Paterson. The 23 year old pitheadworker was injured and subsequently died of her injuries when a 

train of 10 empty wagons being pushed up an empty line of rails at the Marion pit at Dombristle Colliery on the 6th 

August 1897 ran her over. Mr. Atkinson continues that the deceased was seemingly returning from the toilet and 

crossed the empty line of rails despite not needing to do so to reach the pithead. The engineman Robert Paterson 

testified that he blew his whistle both when he approached the pit with the empty wagons and when he saw the 

deceased step on the rails in front of the wagons. Mr. Atkinson adds that the noise of the shaking screen at the pit 

may have drowned out the noise of the whistle. He suggests that the witnesses for the public enquiry should include 

Robert Paterson, the pitheadman Alex Russell and one of the girls mentioned in the police report. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-973 



21st August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, enclosing a report on the death of 

Jane Paterson (see NEIMME-JBA-7-972 above). 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to the Larkhall Brickfields company, Glasgow, asking them to desist employing their 

reported few men in the seam prior to the completion of a second outlet as this contravenes the provisions of the 

Coal Mines act. He adds that they are allowed to employ up to 20 people underground in that seam as long as they 

are solely employed in doing work necessary to open up a second outlet. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-974 

28th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Cowan and Maxwell, Riggend colliery, Airdrie, on the subject of Riggend coal. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-975 

28th August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to John Nimmo and son, Edinburgh, confirming the appointment of William 

Johnstone as the manager of their South Broadrigg colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-976 

28th August 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to James Allardice, Dalquhandy colliery, Coalburn, telling him that he must apply directly 

to the Secretary of State at Whitehall if he wants exemption (from 2 shafts?) for his six feet seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts at the no.1 pit at Loganlea 

colliery to be extended to the 31st December 1897 under the same conditions due to disturbed ground being found 

which was delaying the connection. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, allowing the exemption from 2 shafts at Netherburn colliery to be 

extended to the 30th November 1897 under the same conditions due to the colliery's financial difficulties and the 

subsequent periods of time the colliery was standing idle. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-977 

31st August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Woodrigg Coal company, Woodside collieries, Netherburn, confirming that 

a Mr. Stevenson and a Mr. Wardrup have taken the lease for the Woodside collieries and will now trade under the 

name of the Woodrigg Coal company with Mr. Wardrup acting as manager. 



 

NEIMME-JBA-7-978 

31st August 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to the Avonhead Coal company, Longriggend, asking them to apply directly to the 

Secretary of state at Whitehall if they want to be considered for exemption for their virtuewell seam. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J.L. Hedley, enclosing a cheque for 2 pounds and 2 shillings for the Oswald fund. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-979 

31st August 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Richard Sharp, Partick, confirming that work has stopped at the colliery at 

Rochsolloch owned by the Airdrie Coal company as far as they are concerned. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-980 

1st September/2nd September 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to R.L. Stuart, procurator fiscal, Edinburgh, enclosing a report on the death of David 

Potter by Mr. McLaren. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to William Small, Blantyre, dated 2nd September, asking him to return two volumes of 

Inspectors Reports he had lent to him as he needs them back to refer to. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to R. Smillie, Lanarkshire Miners federation, Larkhall, dated 2nd September, promising 

to look further into the perceived problem of ventilation at the no.1 pit at Hill colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-981 

3rd September/6th September 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to H. Johnstone enclosing the plans of the following abandoned mines- the West 

Drumgray mine, the no.2 pit at Beuhar and the Dickson pit at Newbattle. He asks that Mr. Johnstone verify and get 

certificates to append to the plans and return them as soon as possible as the Home Office has asked for them. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal, Falkirk, enclosing a report on the death of Allan Farmer 

(see NEIMME-JBA-7-984 below). 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-982 



6th September 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for W.K. Gair, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-981, 2nd letter above) on the death of 

Allan Farmer. The 18 year old miner and drawer was killed by a fall of rock from the roof of his working place in the 

Ladygrange seam of the no.9 pit at Lewiscrigg colliery on the 31st August 1897. The deceased's father had a contract 

for driving two places through a want and then connecting them in the coal when through the want. The connecting 

place had just been established on the morning of the accident and the deceased was employed at filling coal he had 

taken out into a hutch when the accident occurred. His father and another miner R. Brown were close by when it 

happened, and the fireman John Sneddon and oversman James Forsyth both testified that after entering the scene 

at the same time as the two Farmers they had pointed out where the connecting place would have to be driven and 

the dangers of moving the stone. Mr. Atkinson noted there was sufficient trees to support the structure if the 

deceased had wished to. He adds that the deceased's father, Mr. Brown, Mr. Sneddon and Mr. Forsyth should be 

cited as witnesses for the public enquiry and that the manager had promised to provide a map of the area involved 

for that purpose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-983 

6th September 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Morningside Coal company on the subject of the Coaltrigg set(?) and the 

contraventions of General Rules 14 and 33 and Section 8(i) of the Coal Mines Registrations act reported by Mr. 

McLaren including the lack of sufficient manholes for refuge on the Haulage Road and the lack of registration for 

boys employed mining, among others. He adds that these problems should be dealt with as soon as possible. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Budge, Wemyss Castle Office, Fife, stating that he believes that the correct 

way to determine whether a quarry is 20 feet deep and therefore subject to the rules by Section 1 of the Quarries 

act, is to take into account both the tirr(?) and the rock and he believes the other Inspectors are in agreement with 

him. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-984 

8th September/11th September 1897  

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to J.B. Haig, procurator fiscal, Alloa, enclosing reports on the deaths of David Anderson 

and David Muir by H. Johnstone and congratulating him on becoming the procurator fiscal of the County. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to J. Love, Loanhead colliery, dated 11th September, asking him to put a fence up if 

possible between the place where the brakesman stands and the drum after hearing of the second fatality of the 

year in which a brakesman (D. Potter in this case) was killed by being crushed by a drum. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, dated 11th September, allowing the application for exemption from 

2 shafts by the Virtuewell seam at Avonhead colliery under Section 18 (ii) (a) of the Coal Mines act. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-985 



11th September 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to R. Morrison, secretary, Woodsman colliery company, Glasgow, confirming the 

appointment of Duncan Livingstone as the manager of Woodmuir colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-986 

13th September 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to Thomas Moodie, Chapel colliery, Newmains, confirming that two pits are to be 

sunk at the colliery and that he has received the letter confirming that Mr. Moodie has been appointed the manager 

of both. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-987 

13th September/15th September 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Carmuirs Colliery company, Glasgow, remarking that he has heard that the Carmuirs 

colliery is working coal with only one shaft and asking them to apply immediately for an exemption from the 

Secretary of State at Whitehall. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to R. Wilson, procurator fiscal,Hamilton, dated 15th September, enclosing a report on 

the death of John Hodge by Mr. Johnstone. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to E.L. Robson, Swansea, dated 15th September, telling him he does not intend to go to 

the Home Office on the 19th October, proposing that Mr. Robson go instead and that he will go the next time (for 

the next meeting?).  

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-988 

15th September 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to P.W. Turner, The Caledonian Mineral Oil company, Glasgow, confirming the 

appointment of Thomas Francis as the manager of the companies' mines. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-989 

18th September 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson, Glasgow, to the Stone Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming the appointment of 

Alexander Baillie as the manager of Glentore colliery. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-990 

18th September 1897 



Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Thomas Tennant, procurator fiscal, Lanark, enclosing a report on the death of William 

Barrie by Mr. Johnstone. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to W.G. Marston, Iron Trade Circular, Birmingham, suggesting that he should apply to 

the timber merchants Kirkwood and company of Glasgow if they wish to purchase a map of the Scottish Coal Fields 

as he believes they have published the very kind of map they have asked for. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the application for exemption from 2 shafts by Carmuirs 

colliery under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act (see NEIMME-JBA-7-987, 1st letter) providing no more than 20 

people are employed underground in connection with the single shaft at one time, no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 

the 31st March 1898. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-991/992 (the latter see overleaf) 

18th September/19th September 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Landale, Frew and Gemmell, Mining Engineers, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of their 

surveyed plans of the Upper Seams of the Cairn pit at Lathallen colliery. He asks that they add the following details- 

the general direction and rate of dip of the strata, some good landmarks like Lathallan House and a certificate as to 

the accuracy of the plans as required by Section 4 (ii) of the Coal Mines act and then return the plans. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Dodds, remarking on his interest in purchasing Hendreldes(?) colliery for the 

working of anthracite. He advises that the speculation he has heard is promising but not enough to risk investment. 

Mr. Swallow, who seems to have provided the information is a good man by Mr. Atkinson's estimation although he 

cautions he has not done much reporting of this type. He thinks that the demand for anthracite will increase in 

future, but does not know the area of the proposed workings at all and cautions him not to take the various 

estimations of selling prices and the prices of working the mineral at face value. He concludes by mentioning his 

family remarking that his eldest son has begun work in a mining engineers office and his eldest girl is at University 

after getting a first prize in logic and now doing an M.A. in the subject. His other girl and three boys are still at 

school. He adds that his leisure time is taken up with golf 'and other foolish pursuits' and hopes he, Mr. Dodds and 

the 'old lot' can meet again soon for a game of whist. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-993 

20th September/25th September 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson, receiver unknown, granting the application for exemption from two shafts by the no.4 

mine at Pumpherston under Section 18 (iii) (a) of the Coal Mines act providing that no more than 20 people are 

allowed to work underground in connection with the single shaft at any one time, no fire is used underground for 

ventilation or any other purpose, the second shaft is completed as quickly as possible and the exemption expires on 

the 31st December 1897. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal, Dunfermline, dated 25th September, 

enclosing a report on the death of David Westwood (see NEIMME-JBA-7-994 below). 



The third from J.B. Atkinson to John Mayer, Philosophical Society, Glasgow, apologising for the fact that he does not 

at the moment feel up to the task of preparing a paper for their society. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-994 

25th September 1897 

Report by J.B. Atkinson (for James MacFarlane, procurator fiscal- see NEIMME-JBA-7-993, 2nd letter above) on the 

death of David Westwood. The 48 year old miner was injured by a fall of coal in a heading in the Mynheer seam of 

the no.2 pit at Mossbeath colliery, owned by the Fife coal company on the 31st May at sometime before 9a.m., 

dying of his wounds on the 21st September 1897. The fireman of the sector, Oswald Russell, had examined the place 

at 5.40 that morning and found it safe and informed the deceased of that fact when he saw him at his station.John 

Hunter, the deceased's drawer, called William Rowan, another miner working nearby, at around 8.55a.m., who 

arrived to find a block of coal resting on the deceased and proceeded to roll it off him. At about 9, Mr. Russell was 

called, and then the two, with the help of others, helped to get him into a tub and raise him to the surface. He adds 

that there appeared to be sufficient loose timber available if he had decided to shore up the face. He concludes by 

stating that the manager will provide a sketch of the place for the public enquiry, and adds that the people he has 

explicitly mentioned should be called as witnesses to it. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-995 

29th September 1897 

Plan of the Kilconquhar pit no.1 at St. Andrews owned by Thomas Brown and sons signed by J.B. Atkinson noting the 

discontinuing of the parrot, six feet, thin splint and thick splint seams on the 28th October 1896, due to their 

becoming unprofitable. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-996 

29th September 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Fraser and Morton, Perth, advising them to stop storing their gunpowder at Letham 

quarry in a compartment of the Smithy, as it is not a proper arrangement. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to Laindale, Frew and Gemmell, Edinburgh, confirming receipt of their letter 

concerning the plans for the upper seams at Lathallan colliery and their addition of required particulars. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to H.L. Wilson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Dundee, confirming that he has 

received and noted the contents of Mr. Wilson's letter regarding the Pugriston brickyard at Montrose. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-997 

29th September 1897 

Letter from J.B. Atkinson to W and J.C. Pollok, solicitors, Hamilton, on the subject of abandoned mine plans at 

Mossend. He encloses some plans of abandoned mines, while reminding the solicitors that coalmasters are obliged 



to enter plans of abandoned mines with the Home secretary. He adds that all such plans are available for perusal 

after ten years have elapsed, while some can be seen sooner with the owner's consent. He adds that despite his 

advice Mossend is not part of his Inspector's district, referring him to Mr. J.M. Ronaldson in Glasgow. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-998 

1st October 1897 

Two letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to Carmuirs Colliery company, Glasgow, confirming that he has received their notice that 

a second shaft has begun to be sunk at Carmuirs colliery. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to James Gemmell, Glasgow, reporting that their application to extend their 

exemption from 2 shafts at Hill colliery would be unlikely to be granted since his inspection had shown that very little 

progress had been made in their attempts to complete their second outlet, despite the exemption specifically stating 

that the second outlet should be completed as quickly as possible. He adds that only 20 fathoms were required to 

reach the shaft, and that unless they could give sufficient reason for their tardiness, he would be unlikely to look 

favourably on their application. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-999 

5th October 1897 

Plan of an unknown pit at Whitburn signed by J.B. Atkinson which abandoned working the Shotts Furnace coal due 

to it being unremunerative. Mr. Atkinson adds his approval of Mr. I.M. Cairncross as the certifier of the plan. 

 

NEIMME-JBA-7-1000 

5th October 1897 

Three letters- 

The first from J.B. Atkinson to A.H. Ballingall, Perth, enclosing a copy of his report of the previous year and thanking 

him for allowing him to spend a day fishing on the Earl of Mansfield's water. He adds that he had a very enjoyable 

day despite being confined to hooking fish only. 

The second from J.B. Atkinson to H.J. Wilson, Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories, Dundee, remarking that after his 

visit to the Keltie Works near Dunning, he believes it to be under his Inspector's remit as it lies within a mile of the 

quarry it serves. He adds that he has heard that Mr. wilson has already visited the place pointing out that he hopes 

that the letter will avoid the possibility of dual inspection. 

The third from J.B. Atkinson to Mr. Moir, Keltie Products company, Dunning, informing him that the Factories act 

would seem to allow boys under 16 years of age to work for 7 days without having a work certificate from the 

certifying surgeon. He advises Mr. Moir to engage the boys he wishes while arranging for a visit by the surgeon 

within their first seven days of working. He adds that it would also be advisable that each of the boys had a copy of 

their birth certificate on hand to show to the surgeon during his inspection. 


