
  

NEIMME - ZE – 4 Transcription 

These are copies of the letters sent from the Middleton in Teesdale office of James S. Hyslop 

between 1897 and 1904. 

He was a land agent and surveyor and many of the letters contain information about mining in the 

Teesdale area. The minerals mined were mainly lead, zinc and barites It gives the names of the 

mines, their output, the number of people who worked there and the mining accounts.  He worked 

for Lord Barnard who, was the Teesdale landowner. 

The letters also provide a great deal of information about the people who lived and worked in the 

dale. It shows the type of work they did, where they lived and some of their leisure activities. 

 

 

 

Includes paper index at front. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/1 

Middleton in Teesdale July 30th 1897 

Sir 

In reply to your letter of the 29th inst. I am sorry I have omitted to colour the piece of Land referred 

to, so as to show it out of Lord Barnard’s Estate. It belongs to Mr Wm Gibson of Newbiggin, and I 

must have taken it as part of the [---ry?] Hill property recently bought by his Lordship.  Hoping the 

mistake has not caused any inconvenience I remain 

Your obedient servant   

Jas S. Hyslop                                                                                                                                 
F. F. Downward Esq. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/2-3 

Middleton in Teesdale Aug 2nd 1897 

Dear Sir 

In reply to your [form] of the 30th inst. The price of Lead is at present much higher than it has been 

for some years. I think the reason of this is that on a/c [account] of the very low price of Silver, the 

foreign production of lead is considerably less than it was, and so reducing the supply. On the other 

hand the Building and other tracts in England are as a rule very busy thus increasing the demand and 

to raising the price of our Lead in the market. I don’t see any prospect of Silver advancing much in 



price, but those [regulated] [strictly], by their tendency to paralyse trade, make it difficult to judge as 

to the future prospect of even the present price being maintained.  The engineers’ strike which is 

now going on will I am afraid do a great deal of harm but I hope they will get to some arrangement 

soon. If these strikes could be prevented, my idea is that the Lead trade would continue to improve, 

but as it is there is no security.   

I was sorry not to be able to at Barnard Castle on Thursday last, but glad to see that you son was 

awarded the Thompson [Richardson] prize and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S Hyslop 

Mr J. Garthwaite 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/4-5 

Middleton in Teesdale Aug 3rd 1897 

Sir 

In an interview I recently had with W. F. Scarth Esq. of Staindrop, he informed me of his having 

named to you the question of my son (for whom I am seeking a situation) with the hope that you 

might be able to assist me in placing him. I may say that my son is 18 years of age and has recently 

left the North Eastern County School at Barnard Castle, which he had the privilege of attending on 

account of his gaining 4 yearly scholarships of £20 per year (two of which were Durham County 

Scholarships) I beg to enclose a copy of his school reports, and the Revd Mr [Brereton] has kindly 

allowed me to refer to him as to any further information as to the boy’s character and abilities. I also 

enclose List of Certificates gained by him in the Cambridge Leeds and College of Preceptors 

Examinations tc.tc. 

I take the liberty of personally bringing the matter before you, as I am anxious for his future 

prospects and if you can assist me in placing him I shall be very grateful to you. I hope to be in York 

on Friday at the N. E. Railway [North Eastern Railway] meeting, and if it would be convenient for you 

to grant me a few minutes, I would be glad to wait upon you, when I could further explain the 

matter. Hoping you will pardon my troubling you I remain 

Your obdt. [obedient] Servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Sir J. W. Pease Bart. M.P.      

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/6-7 

Middleton Aug 3rd 1897 



Dear Sir 

We have taken the wall up at the west end of ‘Blue Bell’ so as to block the window in The Cleveland 

Arms. Mr [Monk] (Manager for the Brewery Co.) and several of the Directors were at Middleton on 

Friday last, and inspected the place, but I have not had any communication from them on the 

matter. I was informed last night that some 30 years ago an extension was made to the old Cross 

Keys by the late Joseph [Raine] in which a small window was put in one of the bedrooms looking into 

your premises, but my informant thinks that Mr [Raine] would pay an acknowledgement for it. If this 

is so you will probably have some record in your books. In the meantime I have thought better not to 

do any more for a few days near the window, as if the Brewery Co. have any objection they will 

probably write to you. 

I have heard some rumours that they would object, but cannot get anything to depend on. They had 

a shareholders meeting on Saturday last. We are now ready for the remainder of the roof to be put 

on. I shall be glad if you will advise me whether you think I ought to go on, and risk any action they 

may take or whether it would be better to approach them on the question in case we do not have 

[room] and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

 C. R. Rivington Esq      

74 Elm Park Gardens, London    

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/8 

Middleton Aug 7th 1897 

Hunter Well Quarry 

Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th inst.re the above. I have arranged to meet Mr 

Alderson on the ground tomorrow to set it out. As I understand from your letter that Miss Longmire 

has not yet paid her account I will see her when I am up and remain 

Your obt Servant 

James S. Hyslop 

F. F. Downward Esq 

Staindrop 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/9 



Middleton in Teesdale Aug 9th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the7th inst. with reference to my son, for which I am 

very much obliged. I am sorry he will not be able to visit upon you tomorrow (Tuesday) as he is at 

present having a short holiday in Scotland. He has lately been working hard at his studies, I’ve 

thought the change would be beneficial to him. His arrangements when he left home were to return 

on Saturday next. He could therefore wait upon you on Monday the 16 inst. unless you specially 

wished to see him this week in which case, if you will kindly inform me I will arrange for him to 

shorten his holiday and come from Carlisle to Newcastle on any day at the latter end of the week 

which you may appoint. 

Yours truly 

James S Hyslop 

T. Waddington Esq. 

N. E. Railway [North Eastern Railway] Newcastle 

 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/10 

Middleton in Teesdale Aug 9th 1897 

Dear Willy 

I recd [received] yr [your] p.c. [postcard] and am glad that you had arrived safely and was enjoying 

yourself. I expected a letter this morning but supposed you were busy. I recd [received] the enclosed 

from Sir Joseph W. Pease on Sunday in reply to miss him and saw him at York on Friday after the 

meeting. He was very […] and promised to do his best. 

This morning I recd [received] the enclosed from Mr Waddington, head of the Audit office at 

Newcastle asking you to meet him tomorrow at Newcastle. I have written to him to say you are 

away from home but will be back on Saturday and could meet him on Monday next unless he 

specially wished to see you this week, in which case if he [w..] for you to come[…] from Carlisle to 

Newcastle on any day at the latter end of the week he might [….]. I favoured next Monday will suit 

him, but will let you know if anything fresh. Write back by return and let me know what your 

movements are likely to be, so that I know where to find you if needed. […] to say we are all well. 

Mary & Annie have gone home again. Mr & Mrs Ward came up on Saturday and return today, the 

old man is very fidgety. I must close with best love to all. I am in haste your affectionate father,         

J. S. Hyslop 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/11 



Middleton in Teesdale Aug 9th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I am sorry I did not see you on the occasion of your last visit to Middleton as I should have liked to 

name to you the matter of the small window in East gable of the Cleveland Arms, which we have 

unavoidably obliged to block by the alterations in the adjoining property. As I understood from Mr 

[Barry] that you are not quite clear as to our right to do so I wrote to Mr Rivington on the subject 

and for your information beg to give you copy of his reply to my org [original] 

‘’In reply to your inquiry re the window in the Cleveland Arms wall overlooking the roof of the late 

Mrs Walton’s home and the Blue Bell, the owners of the Cleveland Arms had not had any right of 

light across my property. Many years ago a light was opened in the Cross Keys P. H. [public 

House]overlooking my property, but this was objected to and Mr [Raine] paid annually an 

acknowledgement for permission to keep this light open and this payment was continued until the 

house was pulled down ten years ago. Since [Raine] also paid an acknowledgement for the way he 

used across the Blue Bell yard which was discontinued when the present house was built. When 

[Parson] came he paid acknowledgement for 3 light too in the building adjoining M [Coltman’s] 

garden and one in the house. It is probable the present owners know nothing about this and the 

courteous and neighbourly course will be to communicate the facts to them  that they may see I have 

no desire to secure any rights and if they have any suggestion to make they will communicate with 

me’’   and I remain  

Yours truly James S. Hyslop 

[J. Monk Esq] West Auckland Brewery 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/12 

Middleton in Teesdale Aug 11th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I beg to thank you for your letter of the 9th inst. to hand this morning with the enclosure from Mr 

Waddington. My son is at present on a short holiday to his friends in Scotland, but I have arranged 

with Mr Waddington for him to wait upon him on Tuesday next week at Newcastle. Thanking you 

very sincerely for your kindly influence on my boy’s behalf I remain 

                                                          Your obed. Servant 

                                                       James S. Hyslop 

Sir J. W. Pease Bart M.P. 

Hutton Hall 

 



NEIMME/ZE/4/13 

Middleton Aug 11th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your letter of yesterday and all being well my son will wait upon you on Tuesday 

next, and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

T. Waddington Esq 

Newcastle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/14 

Middleton in Teesdale Aug 11th 1897 

Royalty Account 

High Dike Quarry 

Dear Madam 

I am in receipt of a letter from the Estate Office, Staindrop, asking if I had sent you the Royalty a/c 

[account] for the above quarry for the ½ year ending 30 June 1897. As I sent you this a/c [account] 

on the 3rd inst. may I ask you to be kind enough to forward the account to Mr Scarth at Staindrop as 

early as possible, so that it may be passed through the books in due course, and I remain  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Miss Longmire 

High Dykes 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/15 

Middleton Aug 16th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th ins.t for which I am obliged. I am not in a 

position to say any thing with regard to the window at west end of passage in Cleveland Arms, but 

have forwarded your letter to Mr Rivington for his consideration and I remain  

Yours truly 



James S. Hyslop 

A W. Mon Esq. 

West Auckland 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/16 

Middleton Aug 16th 1897 

Dear Sir 

In accordance with the suggestion made in your last letter I sent Mr [Monk] a copy of your 

statement respecting window in Clevd. [Cleveland] Arms and have recd [received] the enclosed 

letter from him. I also give copy of my reply to him. There is at present a very small window in the 

west end of passage overlooking Mrs Horsefield’s property which could easily be enlarged, but there 

is no reason why it should be done at your expense. In my opinion it is not required as there is a 

good light in the passage.  

Mr [Barry] suggested to me that we should do this, but I said I was not able to take any steps in that 

direction. 

 I am glad to say that the work is progressing very satisfactorily and I as the men have got their Hay 

Harvest in, I think its completion will not be delayed.  

Yours truly 

J. S. Hyslop 

C. R. Rivington Esq. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/17 

Middleton Aug 19th 1897 

Dear Sir 

In further reference to yours of 18th inst. I am now instructed to inform you that Mr Rivington, 

without prejudice to his rights as owner of the adjoining property, has no objection to have what 

you suggest done at his expense and asks me to see to it. I have named the matter to Mr [Barry] who 

will probably communicate with you and I shall be glad to hear from you at your convenience and 

remain  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A. W. Monk Esq 



West Auckland 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/18 

Middleton Aug 19th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter of ydays [yesterdays] date for wh [which] I am obliged. In accordance 

therewith I have written to Mr Monk (as per copy enclosed). I have seen his tenant [(Mr Barry)] and 

told him we were willing to remove the window to the other end of the passage. His idea was that 

more light was unnecessary as the present light was enough. In order to carry out your suggestion as 

to leaving no trace of the window I said to Mr [Barry] that I was prepared to remove the window and 

put it in the other end, so if they thought they had sufficient light I was prepared to remove  the 

window, ( which in its present condition is an eyesore to the house) and wall it up, so that it could be 

papered over to agree with the rest of the wall and this I understood him to say he would advocate. 

This would have to be done from their side as the roof is now on the Blue Bell and we cannot get to 

it without serious expense and trouble. 

Yours truly 

J. S. Hyslop 

C. R. Rivington Esq                                                                                         

Castle [Bank] 

Appleby 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/19 

Middleton Aug 20th 1897 

Dear Sir  

Referring to my interview with you on Tuesday last, after careful consideration I have decided to 

send my son to you on the conditions named by you, and trust that a vacancy may present itself 

soon. Thanking you for your past kindness I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

T. Waddington Esq 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/20 



Middleton Aug 25th 1897 

Dear Sir  

I beg to forward you by rail, plan of Estate, which I have coloured yellow in accord with your 

instructions. Trusting it will meet Mr Scarth’s requirements 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite 

P. S. If Mr Scarth would like the becks be coloured blue (which I think would improve it) I shall be 

glad to do it any time when he can spare the plans.    SH 

NEIMME/ZE/4/21 

Middleton Aug 25th 1897 

Dear Sir  

In reply to yours of 24 inst. I have two trucks of cuttings laying ready serviced at Green Hurth and will 

try to get them led on Friday to leave Middleton on Saturday. I have also sent word to Lady Rake for 

them to lay me 3 trucks down [driven] from the [plungers] and will arrange delivery when I am up on 

Monday next. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Havelock 

Staindrop 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/22 

Middleton Sep 3rd 1897 

Dear Sir  

The kitchen range for Blue Bell has arrived, but the plate rack has been broken in transit and a new 

one is required. I will send the broken one back to your address. The following also are wanting, 

namely FireBack and small grate for oven flue. Please have the above sent on at once especially the 

two ends, as we cannot get the range fired until they arrive and oblige  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson 



Shildon 

P. S. The small grate for the bar has not yet come. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/23 

Middleton Sep 18th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Being at Barnard Castle on Wednesday last I named the question of proposed extension of Blue Bell 

to Super [superintendant] Cameron and Mr Robert Richardson (clerk to the magistrates). They said it 

would be necessary to submit a plan showing what is proposed to the magistrates at their next 

meeting on the 20th inst. I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me whether you wish the whole of 

[Readshaw’s] home to be laid to the Blue Bell [and indicated]  on the application or only the kitchen 

and upstairs rooms. The super [superintendant] gave me the impression that the magistrates might 

not be inclined to grant so large an extension of drinking rooms, but they could probably be got 

over. With regard to the alterations in yard, I understand they do not require any sanction from the 

magistrates. I have been from home most of this week, but have now got the measurements and 

will send you a sketch as soon as possible. 

Yours truly 

Jas [James] S. Hyslop 

C.R. Rivington Esq.  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/24 

Middleton Sep 27th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Blue Bell Alterations 

All being well I will be at your office tomorrow (Tuesday) about 10am in reference to the above 

and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messers Watson  

Barnard Castle 

 



NEIMME/ZE/4/24 

Middleton 

Sep 27th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Referring to your letter, as I am very much engaged this week I am afraid I shall not be able to see 

you before the beginning of next week. In the meantime I will write you more fully on the matter 

and remain 

Yours truly 

 James Hyslop 

T Barningham Esq 

NEIMME/ZE/4/25 

Middleton 

Sep 30th 1897 

Blue Bell Inn 

Dear Sir 

I laid the plan of the proposed extensions to the above before the magistrates yesterday, who 

granted the whole of Mr [Readshaw’s] house to the Inn. Before altering your [….] I propose sending 

you by Saturday or Monday’s post a rough sketch of how what alteration I think will be necessary for 

carrying this out for your consideration, and also suggested new arrangement in yard, with 

estimated cost.  

The masons are now going on with front and the joiner with raising the floor of upstairs sitting room. 

Collinson would like a further advance of £30 and Allinson £40 when convenient to you. The latter 

has now got two men working for him, in order to push the job away, and I advanced him £5 on 

Saturday last, but this I will put right with him so as to keep your payments down. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R. Rivington 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/26 

Middleton in Teesdale October 13th 1897 Amount due for Leading cuttings from Green Hurth 

and Lady Rake for Raby Castle 



Name of Carrier From T 
[to
n]  

C 
[hun
dred 
weig
ht] 

Rate 
per 
ton 

L S D L S D 

[Mark Perry] Green Hurth 9 19 7/6 3 13 10    

[Mark Perry] Lady Rake 7 19 6/6 2 11 8 6 5 6 

Thomas [Bourdon] Green Hurth 4 14 7/6 1 15 3    

Thomas [Bourdon] Lady Rake 6 4 6/6 2 0 3 3 16 6 

Mat [Matthew] 
Hutchinson 

Lady Rake 5 2 6/6 1 13 1 1 13 1 

[M. Teward] Green Hurth 1 1 7/6  7 10    

[M. Teward] Lady Rake 4 7 6/6 1 8 3 1 16 1 

Ed. Robinson Green Hurth 12 5 7/6 4 11 10    

Ed. Robinson Lady Rake 5 12 6/6 1 16 4 6 8 2 

Wm [William] 
Robinson 

Green Hurth 8 3 7/6 3 1 2    

Wm [William] 
Robinson 

Lady Rake 2 2 6/6  13 8 13 14 10 

Wm [William] 
Beadle 

Lady Rake 3 17 6/6 1 5 0 1 5 0 

Wm [William] 
Alderson 

Lady Rake 3 13 6/6  17 3  17 3 

Jos. Hunt Green Hurth 1 18 7/6  14 3    

Jos. Hunt Lady Rake 4 1 6/6 1 6 4 2 0 7 

[M. Rain] Green Hurth 4 3 7/6 1 11 2    

[M. Rain] Lady Rake 2 6 6/6  15 0 2 6 2 

Thos [Thomas] 
Nicholson 

Green Hurth 1 19 7/6  14 7    

Thos [Thomas] 
Nicholson 

Lady Rake 2 4 6/6  14 4 1 8 11 

John Lowes Green Hurth 1 19 7/6  14 7    

John Lowes Lady Rake 2 3 6/6  14 0 1 8 7 

 Total 94 9  32 19 8 32 19 6 

London Lead Co.  48 10 1/-    2 8 6 

N. E. Railway 
Co.[North Eastern 
Railway Company] 

93 [weights]   3d    1 3 3 

Cow Green Toll 
Gate 

46 carts   4d     15 4 

Jon. Anderson for 
screening 

Lady Rake 48 10 6d 1 4 3    

Jon. Anderson for 
screening 

Green Hurth 48 [..] 9d 1 14 6 2 18 9 

* Sundry expenses Total       40 15 4 

 

*This item is for carting screen over from Lady Rake to Green Hurth and back (twice) and two or 

three other unavoidable expenses.    



  J. S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/27 

Middleton 

13th October 1897 

Dear Sir 

Referring to my letter of 20th August inst. I shall feel greatly obliged if you will kindly inform me if 

there is any likelihood of an early vacancy occurring in your office for my son. Should such be the 

case I have a good opportunity of placing him in suitable lodgings and he is very anxious to get to 

work. I beg to remain  

Yours truly 

James Hyslop 

T. Waddington Esq.  Newcastle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/28 

Middleton 

15th October 1897 

Dear Sir 

We are now ready for remainder of Electric that will be the first at the ‘Blue Bell’. The plasterer will 

be here on Monday next. Please to send men to fit same before plastering is done. 

Please also send me [two] (no 15 on catalogue) [...] [register] grate for Parlour 38’’ wide with 

chroming pieces exactly same as those you sent before, as early as you possibly can. 

The iron fire back for kitchen has not yet come- cannot set the range till we get it. Please send word 

on Monday when it will be here and oblige. 

Yours truly 

J. S. Hyslop 

Mr G N Nicholson   

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/29 

Middleton 

16th October 1897 

Dear Sir 



Your letter to hand – I have already given you a statement of the money I have received and paid, 

but I will meet you either here or at Barnard Castle on Friday next if you will be good enough to fix a 

time and place to discuss the matter. As far as I am concerned my brother can take [out .. ...] he 

likes, but I should like you to understand that every expense which is being incurred must be placed 

to his accountant as I decline any responsibility at all in this matter. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

T. Barningham Esq 

Barnard Castle 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/30 

Middleton 

20th October 1897 

Madam 

The Parish and District Councils wish to address you in respect to the footpath running along the 

Tees side at the bottom of your field called [Stoney Skelton] now occupied by Mr J. C. Bell. In the 

very best of weather this path is almost impassable, and it is entirely so when the Tees is only 

moderately swollen. The walk is very pleasant and once much appreciated by summer visitors. The 

local councils are therefore desirous of providing a better and safer path. The present path could 

doubtless be repaired, but it would be at a great cost and would be in danger of being destroyed 

with every recurring flood. After due consideration the Councils entertain the hope that if this is 

pointed out to you, you might see your way to assist us in the matter, either by giving or selling us a 

narrow strip of land just sufficient for a path, at the very bottom of your field. This path we would 

rail off, so as to prevent people trespassing over the field. 

The Council make this request to you with every confidence that you will give it your favourable 

consideration, and at the same time so we can assure you how very highly your assistance would be 

appreciated by the Ratepayers. 

Yours faithfully 

John Rain, Chairman of the Parish Council 

Miss Sherlock 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/31 

Middleton in Teesdale 



20th October 1897 

County Durham 

Place Middleton in Teesdale 

Free School 

Local Gov [Government] [Act] 1894 

My Lord and Gentlemen 

Referring to your letter of the 10th September last, which has been laid before the Middleton in 

Teesdale Parish council – I am instructed to state that Mr Hyslop having been duly appointed a 

Trustee of the above Charity after the order was signed on January 3rd 1896, he will continue in 

office until he can legally retire from it.  

Your obedient servant  

[T...] Dent, Clerk to the Council 

To the Charity Commissioners, Whitehall, London. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/32 

Middleton 

29th October 1897 

Dear Sir 

I missed you today asking you to send a man through tomorrow to fix [ball  ....] at ‘Blue Bell’, which Ii 

trust you will be able to do, as we want the plastering completed. The chimney [pieces] ordered on 

the 15th inst. have arrived, but the grates have not yet come, this is causing us great inconvenience. 

Please forward them at once and oblige. Also kindly [.....] and by return of post with reference to fire 

backs for the kitchen range about which I have written to you several times. If you cannot supply 

this, I must get them made elsewhere.  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/33 

Middleton 

November 2nd 1897 



Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg hand your statement of amount due for cuttings leading from Green Hurth and Lady 

Rake Mine s to Middleton Station for Lord Barnard. Kindly forward cheque at your earliest 

convenience, so that I may get the men paid. The 10/- for sundries is for carting screen from Lady 

Rake to Green Hurth and back twice and two or three other small items. I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr I Garthwaite 

Staindrop      

NEIMME/ZE/4/34 

Middleton 

November 2nd 1897 

Amount due for delivering cuttings to Middleton Station for Raby Castle. 

Name of carrier from T. 
[to
ns] 

C 
[hun
dred
weig
ht 

Rate 
per 
ton 

£ S D £ S D 

Mark [Perry] Green Hurth 9 17 7/6 3 13 10    

Mark [Perry] Lady Rake 7 19 6/6 2 11 8 6 5 6 

Thomas [Bocoron] Green Hurth 4 14 7/6 1 15 3    

Thomas [Bocoron] Lady Rake 6 4 6/6 2 0 3 3 15 6 

M. Hutchinson Lady Rake 5 2 6/6 1 13 1 1 13 1 

M. Teward Green Hurth 1 1 7/6  7 10    

M. Teward Lady Rake 4 7 6/6 1 8 3 1 16 1 

Ed Robinson Green Hurth 12 5 7/6 4 11 10    

Ed Robinson Lady Rake 5 12 6/6 1 16 4 6 8 2 

Wm [William] 
Robinson 

Green Hurth 8 3 7/6 3 1 2    

Wm [William] 
Robinson 

Lady Rake 2 2 6/6  13 8 3 14 10 

Wm [William] Beadle Lady Rake 3 17 6/6 1 5 0 1 5 0 

Wm [William] 
Alderson 

Lady Rake 2 13 6/6  17 3  17 3 

Jos. Hunt Green Hurth 1 18 7/6  14 3    

Jos. Hunt Lady Rake 4 1 6/6 1 6 4 2 0 7 

M Rain Green Hurth 4 3 7/6 1 11 2    

M Rain Lady Rake 2 6 6/6  15 0 2 16 2 

Thomas Nicholson Green Hurth 1 19 7/6  14 7    

Thomas Nicholson Lady Rake 2 4 6/6  14 4 1 8 11 

John Lowes Green Hurth 1 19 7/6  14 7    



John Lowes Lady Rake 2 3 6/6  14 0 1 8 7 

  94 9  32 19 8 32 19 8 

London Lead 
Company 

Charge for 
cuttings 

48 10 %    2 8 6 

N. E. Railway [North 
Eastern Railway] 

93 weights   3d    1 3 3 

Cow Green Toll Gate 46 carts   4d     15 4 

Jon. Anderson for 
screening 

Lady Rake 
Green Hurth 

48    
48 

10      
10 

6d         
9d 

1      
1 

4     
14 

3      
6 

2 18 9 

Sundry Expenses         10 0 

                                                                                                                                                             £40 15 6 

James S. Hyslop November 2nd 1897 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/35 

Middleton 

November 3rd 1897 

Sir 

I am in doubt as to the correct rate of duty at Green Hurth for the year ending 31st December 1897 

for the following reasons. 

I have not yet read the London Lead Company average price of pig lead for 1897, but I think it will 

not be much under £13 and may be over that figure. 

Mr Forster’s last scale for Green Hurth does not fix for any price above £11.10.0 per Ton, the duty 

with lead at £11 and under £11.10.0 being at the rate of 1/18th. If the scale is continued at the same 

ratio up to £13 this rate will be 1/12th and above £13and under £13 it will be 1/10th. 

Under the previous scales (August 1888) the price being below £14 the rate of duty was 1/15th. 

As usual I have taken 1/15th duty for what has been sold this year up to the present date, but if the 

rate should be 1/12th or [1/11th] I shall still require 10 Bings or 21 Bings [respecting] more than I have 

already got. 

I shall be glad if you will advise me on the matter at your earliest convenience, so that I may be able 

to get the account right by the end of the year. 

Your obedient servant   James S. Hyslop 

W. Scarth Esq. 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/36 

Middleton 



November 5th1897 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Tickets (nos. 1 to 8) for duty ore sold to you during this year up to the 

present date which I trust you will find correct. You will note that 24 tons 4 cwt of this is still laying at 

the mine to your order, but I understand that Mr [Race] is now making arrangements for its early 

delivery. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swan and co 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/37 

Middleton 

November 10th1897 

Royalty Assessments 1897 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you statements of lead ore [deld] by the London Lead Co. in 1897, showing  

decrease of B. 2293.1in Lord Barnard’s Royalty. All the mines have been poorer than last year, but 

the principal deficiency is at Eggleshope Mine where B1427.C5 out of a total production of b3199.C5 

has been got in Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty. I will forward money statement on receipt of the Co’s 

average price of pig lead for the year, which I hope to have in about a week or ten days time. 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm T. Scarth 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/38 

Statement showing quantity of lead ore delivered from The London Lead Co. Teesdale Mines during 

year ending 31st October 1897 compared with the year 1896 

                          Year ending 31st October 1897                           Year ending 31st Octobet 1896 

Name of Mine Bouse Tacts Cuttings total Bouse  Tacts Cutti
ngs 

Total 

 B.  c B. c B.c Bgs c B.c B.c B.c Bgs. c 

Coldberry   84  84   104 104 



Lodge Sike   26 26     

Wire Gill (top 
workings) 

918 225 6 118 1261 6 1581 379 121 2081 

Wire Gill (sump 
workings) 

2015 4 452 4 93 2560 1503 326 92 1921 

Little Eggleshope 1402 326 44 1772 2698 781 134 3613 

Lady Rake 1247 6 142 2 51 1441 1492 2 177 6 50 1720 

Total for year 5583 2 1146 416 7145 7 7274 2 1663 6 501 9439 

Little Eggleshope     
T. Hutchinson Esq 

1146 5 248 33 1427 5     

 

                                                                            Bgs   c 

Being a Decrease at Coldberry of                 20  0      

Being a Decrease at Wire Gill (top)            819 2 

Being a Decrease at Eggleshope               1841 

Being a Decrease at Lady Rake                  279             2959 

And an increase at Lodge Sike                     26 

An increase at Wire Gill (sump)                640           666 1 

Total decrease for year 1897                                   2293   1 

James S. Hyslop  November 9th 1897 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/39 

Middleton 

November 10th1897  

Green Hurth Duty 

Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter with copy of Mr Forster’s 1894 scales for Green Hurth 

duty on, for which I am obliged. The whole of the ore production at Green Hurth is below water 

level. 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

F. F. Downward 

 



NEIMME/ZE/4/40 

Middleton 

November 11th1897  

Dear Sir 

Below I beg to give you my account of lead ore deliveries during year ending 31st October 1897, and 

will be glad to hear if they agree with your accounts and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Stoddart 

Blackton Mill 

Name of mine bgs c 

Coldberry Mine 84 0 

Lodge Sike 26 1 

Wire Gill (top) 1261 6 

Wire Gill (s862ump) 2561 0 

Eggleshope 1772 0 

Lady Rake 1441 0 

total 7145 7 

 

Eggleshope  T Hutchinson Esq   Bgs 1427  C5 

P.S. All being well I shall be at Eggleshope tomorrow (Friday)     J S H 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/41 

Middleton 

November 17th1897  

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter for which I am obliged. I shall be glad if you will kindly give me the list of 

scales during the year at your early convenience and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Ralph Lee 

NEIMME/ZE/4/42 



Middleton 

November 17th1897  

Wm T. Scarth Esq 

Staindrop 

Royalty Account for 1897 

Sir  

I have received the Lead Cos average price of pig lead for 1897 and beg to hand you their Royalty 

account for the year, amounting to £1145.12. 

The price of pig lead returned by them is £12.4.3 3/4 per ton, being an increase of 15/0 per ton over 

last year. This is considerably less than I was given to understand it would be a few weeks ago by 

their cash in at this end, but it appears he had not then got the figures from London. I have not yet 

received the detailed list of sales, but during the year ending  

May 15th 1897 they sold 2057 tons for £24345.5.6   £11.16. 02 average 

October 31st 1897 they sold 2150 tons for £27036.12.6  £312.11.7 average 

                                Total         4207 tons for £51391.18.0  £12.4.3 

B1427 c5 of ore has been conveyed through Lord Barnard’s Royalty from Mr Hutchinson’s ground, 

for which I have charged Way Leave at the rate of 3d per bing. 

I am glad to say that Lady Rake is looking considerably better, within the last 10 days they have again 

[…] the vein at the north end and it is now carrying about 3 bings per shift, which I hope will 

continue. Wire Gill is also very good in the [s….] and when they get their pumping arrangements 

completed, the production will be considerably greater than it has been during the past year. 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop     

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/43 

Middleton 

November 20th1897  

Royalty Account for The London Lead Company Teesdale Mines for the year ending 31st October 

1897 

Name of Mine Quantity of 
lead ore raised 
at sundry 

Rate of duty Quantity of 
duty ore sold   
bgs  [c] 

Price per bing Amount of 
money due        
L   S   D 



mines 
bgs  [c] 

Coldberry 
(waste cuttings) 

84 1/13 6  3 9/13 2/9/1 1/2 15  7  5 

Lodge Sike 
(waste cuttings) 

26  1 1/13 2  0 1/13 2/9/1 1/2 4  18  9 

Wire Gill (top 
workings) 

1261  6 1/13 97  0 6/13 2/9/1 1/2 238 8 0 

Wire Gill (sump 
workings) 

2561  1/16 160 0 2/16 2/9/1 1/2 393 3 0 

Little 
Eggleshope 

1772 1/16 110  6 2/9/1 1/2 272  0  7 

Ladies Rake 1441 1/16 90  0  3/16 2/9/1 1/2 221  4  4 

 7045  7  466 3 3/16 2/9/1 1/2 1145 12 1 

[Way Leave] at 
Eggleshope 

1427  5     3d 17  16  11 

total     1163  9  0 

 

Remarks 

Average price of Pig Lead in 1896 per [fos…]   £12  0  8 ¼ 

Average price of Pig Lead in 1897 per [fos…]   £12  16  6  ¼ 

Increase                                                                            15  10         

Price per Bing of Duty Ore in 1896                     £ 2  5  2      

Price per Bing of Duty Ore in 1897                      £ 2  9  1 ½ 

Increase                                                                           3  11 ½ 

Quantity of Duty Ore sold in 1896                         621 3 8/13 

Quantity of Duty Ore sold in 1897                         466 3 8/13 

Decrease                                                                      155  0 5/13 

Quantity of Lead Ore produced in 1896               9439 bgs 0c 

Quantity of Lead Ore produced in 1897               7145bgs 7c 

Decrease                                                                     2293bgs  1c   

Amount of Money for 1896                                    £ 1403  8  11 

Amount of Money for 1897                                    £ 1145  12 1 

Decrease                                                                      £257 16 10 

James S Hyslop   November 29th 1897 



T. Hutchinson Esq. (Eggleshope)    

Produce 1427  5 @1/16th = 89B 1 13/16C @ 2/9/1 ½ Royalty £219 3 3  

  

NEIMME/ZE/4/44 and 45 

Middleton 

November 24th1897  

Dear Sir 

I received the key from Mr Jacob Rendshaw last night. He has refused several times to allow me to 

interfere with his house until he was done with it on the term day, so that we haven’t been able to 

do anything in the matter till today, when I have had the men over it and explained the plan to 

them. It will be rather difficult to give a tender for the work to include ever thing but I will do my 

best to get as much in as possible. 

We have been very much delayed with the house by the plasterers, who have been very bad to get 

to work. They will however get done today, when Allinson [? Allinson [? Allison?]?] will get the stairs 

finished and the whole job will be completed next week. I think Allinson [? Allison?] has received 

£105 and is now entitled to a further advance of £30, which will leave the cost of new floor in front 

rooms ([…]stairs) as a Balance on hand. I would suggest that any extras which are on the job should 

be settled before the year has begun so as to keep them separate. I am afraid of extras getting 

unduly large unless they are carefully looked after, and the sooner they are settled the better. I shall 

therefore arrange to have the full account by the time you are here in December to lay before you. 

Collinson has the year plan at present and I will have tender as soon as possible. He has been busy 

with Mr Perkin’s alterations and is nearly finished there. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

C. R. Rivington  

       

NEIMME/ZE/4/46 

Middleton 

 November 24th 1897  

Dear Sir 

We have got the plastering finished in the Blue Bell and would be obliged if you will finish the 

Bell as early as possible as I want the whole job finished before Mr Rimington comes, when I 

should like to have your account. We have got the kitchen range fixed, but the bright bracket 



shelf in front of the door has not yet been sent – please forward the same as soon as possible to 

complete job. The grates for upstairs parlour have come to hand. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson 

Shildon 

  

NEIMME/ZE/4/47 

Middleton  

November 26th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Your letter to hand enclosing cheque for £40 15 6 in payment for Cutting Leading etc. and for 

which I am very much obliged. Herewith I beg to hand you my receipt for the same. I will pay the 

second items as early as possible, taking receipts for the same, which I will send you if they are 

required and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite  

Staindrop  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/48 

Middleton  

 December 3rd 1897 

Dear Sir 

I received your postcard last night for which I am obliged. The rooms downstairs are Parlour, Tap 

Room, Bar, Private Room. 

Upstairs – Commercial Room, Sitting Room no 3 Bedrooms Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 

Besides these, there will be the Bell from the front door. 



Provision should also be made for the Bells from adjoining house which is to be laid to the Blue 

Bell. The rooms downstairs will be sitting rooms Nos. 1 and 2 and upstairs bedrooms nos. 5 and 

6. 

I am glad you can come on Monday as I expect Mr Rivington next week and should like to have 

the job finished by the time he comes. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr G. R. Nicholson 

50 and 52 Church Street 

Shildon 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/49 

Middleton  

 December 7th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your postcard, and am sorry to hear of your family bereavement. I hope, 

however you will be able to be here tomorrow (Wednesday) to complete the work at Blue Bell 

Inn. Mr Rivington is coming on Thursday, on which day he gives a dinner to his Tenants, and on 

Saturday he gives a dinner to the volunteers so that you see it is essential that the Bell 

arrangements be in working order by Thursday at latest. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr G. R. Nicholson 

50 and 52 Church Street 

Shildon 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/50 

Middleton  

December 7th 1897 

Dear Sir 



In making out my yearly statement of Royalty I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me if the 

items for Wayleaves from Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty amounting to £17 16 11 should be entered 

immediately under The London Lead Company work and included in their total amount, or kept 

separately by itself. I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite 

Staindrop 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/51 

Middleton  

December 8th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I shall be obliged by your kindly sending me price and [Buyer] of parcel of Lead Ore now being 

delivered to Middleton Station, at your earliest convenience. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/52 

Middleton  

December 18th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter per price of C […….] ore. 

I have today received notice from Mr Race to lift a parcel of zinc at Willy Hole on Wednesday 

next. I shall be glad if you will send me price of same before 25th inst. and remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

A. T Winship 

 



NEIMME/ZE/4/52 

Middleton  

December 18th 1897 

Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I gave your account to Mr Rivington on Saturday last, 

and expect you would soon have received a cheque from him for the amount. I have written to 

him today on the matter. I remain  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson 

 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/53 

Middleton  

December 18th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I have received the enclosed letter this morning from Mr Nicholson, which I beg to forward to 

you for your consideration. Mr Allinson [? Allison?] has been busy this week with the[Armoury], 

but I hope to have the necessary information per. Mr Readshaw’s house alterations ready for 

you next week and remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/53 

Middleton  

December 18th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I received your p.c. and letter this morning and will be at Willy Hole on Wednesday and hope 

you will be able to get a good lot of carts. 



I have a letter from Mr Winship today giving the price of the last parcel of Green Hurth ore at    

£8 1 5 per ton 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

NEIMME/ZE/4/54 

Middleton  

December 24th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Duty Ticket for B5 C4 of Duty ore now regarding to your order at 

Green Hurth Mine and remain 

yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swan and Co 

Newcastle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/55 

Middleton  

December 28th 1897 

Dear Sir 

Referring to my letter to you of 18 inst. I must request you to be good enough to send me price 

of parcel of Zinc ore from Willy Hole by return post if possible. My royalty account for the year 

are due on 1st January and I am unable to close them until I receive this information from you. 

I may say for your information that the rate of Duty at Green Hurth for this year is 1/16th and the 

amount of money to be refunded to the Green Hurth Mining Company from the Raby Office on 

account of excess Duty ore taken during the year will be £8.18.1   

yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A. T. Winship 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/56 



Middleton  

December 28th 1897 5pm 

Dear Sir 

I have just received your letter per deliveries of Zinc from Willy Hole for which I am very much 

obliged. I wrote Mr Winship on 18th for price but up to now have had no reply, which is awkward as 

my [..] account must be at Raby on the 1st without fail, and I cannot close till I get the price. I have 

written him again today.  

The Duty this year at Green Hurth will be at the rate of 1/16 and the amount due from Lord Barnard 

to the Green Hurth Mining Company on a/c of excess duty taken during the year will be £8.18.1, but 

I will send you the full figures in the course of a few days. Will you kindly send me the date of the 

delivery of the 16 tons of Zinc from Willy Hole. I have it down for August, but have not the exact 

date. With kind regards to self and family and wish you all a very happy New Year. I remain  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

NEIMME/ZE/4/57 

Middleton  

December 29th 1897 

Dear Sir 

I herewith beg to hand you statement of account between The London Lead Company and Lord 

Barnard for Royalty Dues during year ending 31st October 1897 and I am instructed to request you to 

remit the amount to Mr W. T. Scarth in due course and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Jonathan Hunt Esq. 

Lead Co. Office 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/58 

Messrs The London Lead Company to Lord Barnard Dr. 

To Royalty Due on Lead ore raised in the manor of Middleton during year ending 31st October 1897 

Name of Mine Quantity of [rate of Duty] Quantity of Price per bing Amount of 



Ore Raised Duty ore Money 

 Bgs          c  Bgs    c  £       s    d 

Little 
Eggleshope 

1772 1/16 110    6 [£2 9 1 1/2] 272  0  6 

Wiregill (top 
workings) 

1261       6 1/13 97      0 6/13 [£2 9 1 ½] 238   8   0  

Wiregill (sump 
workings 

2561    1/16 160     0 7/16 [£2 9 1 ½] 393   3   0 

Coldberry 84 1/13 6  3 9/13 £2 9 1 ½] 15   17  5 

Lodge Sike 26   1 1/13 2   0 1/13 [£2 9 1 ½] 4      18  9 

Ladies Rake 1441 1/16 90   0 8/16 [£2 9 1 1/2] 221    4  4 

Total 7145  466 3 3/13 2/9/1 1/2 1245 

 

Messers The London Lead Company 

To Lord Barnard  Dr 

To Way Lead on B1427 C5 of Lead Ore raised in the Royalty of T. Hutchinson during year ending 31st 

October 1897 and conveyed to surface through Lord Barnard’s Royalty at 3d per Bing   £17. 16.  11  

NEIMME/ZE/4/59 

Lord Barnard 

To The Green Hurth Mining Company [ltd]    Dr. 

To excess of Duty Ore taken from Green Hurth Mining during year ending 31st December 1897 being 

the difference between 1/15th and 1/16th duty on a produce of 720 Bings and amounting to 3 Bings 

at an average price of £2.19.4 per Bing  £8.18.1 

  

NEIMME/ZE/4/60 

Green Hurth Royalty.  Year ending 31st December 1897 

Statement showing difference between 1/15th and 1/16th rate of Duty 

                   Royalty Due at 1/15th Duty                                     Royalty Due at 1/16th Duty 

parcel Total 
quantity 
of ore 
raised 

Quantity  
of duty 
ore 

Price 
per ton 

Amount 
of 
money 

Quantity 
of duty 
ore 

Price 
per ton 

Amount 
of 
money 

Difference 
between 
1/15th and 
1/16th 
duty 

 B      c B    c  £    s   d B    c  £    S  d £    s   d 

1 67  4 4    4 6.13.9  12   9  4 4     1 3/4 6. 13. 9 11  5  8        15  1 

2 67    4 4      4 6.13.9 12    9  4 4     1 3/4 6.13.9 11  5  9        15  0 

3 67    4 4      4 7.0.0 12  12 0 4     1 3/4 7.0.0 11  16  3         15  9 

4 67    4 4      4 7.0.0 12  12  0 4     1 3/4 7.0.0. 11  16  3          15 9 

5 82    4 5      4 7.2.6 15  13  6 5     1 1/4 7.2.6 14 13 11          19 7 



6 82    4 5      4 7.6.6 16   2   4 5     1 1/4 7.6.6 15  2  2  1    0   2 

7 67    4 4       4 7.8.6 13   7  4 4     1 3/4 7.8.6 12  10 7         16  9  

8 67    4 4       4 8.7.0 15   0  7 4     1 3/4 8.7.0 14  0  10         18  9 

9 67    4 4       4 8.10.3 15   6  5 4     1 3/4 8.10.3 14   7  4          19  1 

10 82    4 5       4 8.1.5 17   15 1 5     1 1/4 8.1.5 16 12 11   1        2  2 

total 720 48 7.8.5 
3/4 

142 10 9 45 7.8.5 
3/4 

132 12 8  8      15  1 

Wm T. Scarth 

NEIMME/ZE/4/61 

Middleton  

December 31st 1897 

Dear Sir 

Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Duty ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine 

during year 1897, and am instructed to request you to remit the amount £153.7.10 to Wm T. Scarth 

in due course. Any allowance which may be due to the Green Hurth Mining Company will be made 

from the Estate Office at Staindrop and I remain   

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swan  

Newcastle 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/62 

Messrs J. [Cameron] Swan and Co, 

Newcastle upon Tyne  

To Lord Barnard    Dr 

To Duty ore sold from Green Hurth Mine during the year ending 31st December 1897 as follows 

Number 
of Duty 
Ticket 

Date of delivery Sent to Quantity 
of duty 
ore 

Price per 
ton 

Amount of 
money 

   Bgs  c £   s  d £   s  d 

1 Feb. 20th 1897 Alston Station [3] 6   3  0 12  0  9 

2 March 29th 1897 Alston Station 4     4 6  13  9 12  0  9 

3 April 18th and 
May 13th 

Alston Station 9 7  0  0 25  4  0 

4 June 11th           
Laid at […] 

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 

5     4 7   0  6 15  13  6 



order 31 December 1897 

5 July 23rd                         
Laid at [..] 

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 
order 31 December 1897 

5     4 7  6  6 16  2  4 

6 September 3rd         
laid at […]  

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 
order 31 December 1897 

4     4 7   8  6 13  7  4 

7 October 9th             
Laid at […] 

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 
order 31 December 1897 

4      4 8  7  o 15  0  7 

8 November 3rd        
Laid at […] 

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 
order 31 December 1897 

4        4 8  10  3 15  6  5 

9 December 29th     
Laid at […] 

30 Bings now laying at 
Green Hurth Mine to your 
order 31 December 1897 

5        4 8  1  5 17  15  1 

 Total Lead ore  48  142  10 9 

 

To 1/16th duty on b20 c15 Zinc ore delivered from Green Hurth in November 1896 @ 5 15/16 [rate 

per ton]£2.16. 8 [amount of money] £3.13.6   

To 1/16th duty on b31 c02 Zinc ore delivered from Willy Hole in May 1897 @ 5 15/16 [rate per 

ton]£2.13. 4 [amount of money] £5.5.4 

To 1/16th duty on b16 c2 Zinc ore delivered from Willy Hole in August 1897 @ 5 15/16 [rate per 

ton]£1.18.34 [amount of money] £0.18.3                                                                                   

Total  £ 153.7.10 

Middleton 31st December 1897                         

 ------------- 

NEIMME/ZE/4/63 and 64 

Summary of the ‘Abstract of the number of men employed and the quantity of lead from 31 October 

1896’ 

Township of Name of mine Getting ore [deal] workers labourers washers

 total Sundry [m..]        bings  c  

Middleton Little Eggleshope  41 3 17 25 85 1772 1/13 

Middleton Wire Gill (top workings      1261   6 1/13 

Middleton Wire Gill (sump workings) 50 9 21 32 112 2561

 1/16 

Middleton Coldberry    4 4 84 [1/13] 

Middleton Lodge Sike      26   1 1/13 



Middleton Hudeshope Head  8 2  10   

Forest and Frith Ladies Rake 28 8 14 11 61 1441 1/16 

 Total for Lead Company Miners 119 28 54 72 273 7145   7  

Forest and Frith Willy Hole 4   5 9   

Newbiggin Pike Law       (J. C. Bell) 1    1   

Newbiggin Pike Law         (George Colinson)  1    1 

  

Newbiggin [Flushinsa]       (Wm Lee) 1    1   

 Total for Bye Mines 7   5 12   

Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mine from February 1897 to December 1897 12 3 2

 5 22 720  

 Total for Teesdale mines 138 31 56 82 307 7865  7  

 Zinc ore delivered from Green Hurth in November 1896,  20 tons 18c 

Zinc ore delivered from Willy Hole in May 1897,   31 tons 12c 

Zinc ore delivered from Willy Hole in August 1897,  16 tons   

Way Leave on ore from Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty  1427 tons  8c  

Also included is ‘The Ore raised in each Township in the Manor of Middleton, 31  December 1897’ 

It gives the duty ore sold, price per bing, amount of money for each mine and the total amount of 

money. It gives details concerning the London Lead Company and Green Hurth Mining Company 

including Mr Forster. 

James S. Hyslop   December 31st 1897 

  

NEIMME/ZE/4/65 

Middleton December 31st 1897 

Royalty Account for 1897 

Sir  

Enclosed I beg to hand you my Royalty account for the year ending 31st October 1897. I also enclose 

detail list of the Company’s Lead sales for 1897 giving an average of £12.4.3 ¾ per ton. The figures in 

pencil are the newspaper quotations for the respective dates, from which they appear to have got 

fair prices in the market. 



The rate of duty at Green Hurth with Pig Lead at £12.4.3 ¾ is 1/16 and therefore entitled to the sum 

of £8.18.1 on account of Duty Ore taken in excess during the year, and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm T. Scarth 

Staindrop 

 

 NEIMME/ZE/4/66 and 67 

Middleton December 31st 1897 

Dear Miss Longmire 

High Dike Middleton 

Enclosed I beg to hand your Royalty account due to Lord Barnard in respect of Quarry at High Dike 

for ½ years ending 31st December 1897. I should be obliged if you will kindly remit the amount of 

£1.10.0 to Mr Scarth at Staindrop 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

 

 NEIMME/ZE/4/66 and 67 

Middleton December 31st 1897 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand your Royalty account due to Lord Barnard in respect of Quarry at Hunters 

Well for ½ years ending 31st December 1897. I should be obliged if you will kindly remit the amount 

of £0.12.0 to Mr Scarth at Staindrop 

Details of the account in respect of Freestone Quarry at Hunters Well for the year ending 31st 

December 1897 are included. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Alderson  

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/68 



Middleton1st January 1898 

 Dear Sir 

I shall be obliged if you will arrange to complete your contract for Blue Bell without any further 

delay. Mr Rivington is coming on Thursday or Friday for the weekend and I want the job complete by 

the time he comes. Hoping you will give the matter your earliest attention. I remain 

Yours truly 

James S Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson 

NEIMME/ZE/4/68 

Middleton 1st January 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge with thanks your letter of 30th inst. I was not aware of your system of selling 

the Zinc Ore, but after your explanation, the parcel in question must of course be left to be dealt 

with in next year’s assessment. Hoping you may have a very prosperous new year I remain 

Yours truly 

James S Hyslop 

A T Winship 

Newcastle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/69 

Middleton 1st January 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I hand you statement showing difference between 1/15th and 1/16th Duty for your 

information. I have received a letter from Mr Winship, and the last parcel of Zinc Ore will have to be 

left to go into next year’s assessment.  

Also included is the ‘Expenditure Royalty for the year ending 31st December 1897’, showing the 

difference between 1/15th and 1/16th. It details the total quantity of ore raised, the quantity of duty 

ore, the price per ton and the amount of money. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

NEIMME/ZE/4/70 



Middleton 1st January 1898 

Sir 

Mr Jon. Hunt (the Lead Company manager) to whom I sent their Royalty account yesterday has just 

called upon me with reference to charge for Way Lead at Little Eggleshope. I told him I was not able 

to do anything in the matter as my instructions were to charge 3d per Bing. He states that they paid 

2d per Bing for way leave from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners Royalty through Mr Hutchinson’s 

ground at [Sh…berry] Mine some years ago. 

I have thought it better to write to you of Mr Hunt’s call in case the Company write to you from 

London and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm F Scarth 

Staindrop 

    

NEIMME/ZE/4/71 

Middleton 1st January 1898 

Quantities for Joiner Alterations at Blue Bell (shop House) 

Sloothing  656 square feet 

5 new doors all complete 

3 new windows 7’ x 4’ all complete 

3 new windows 6’6’’ x 4’ all complete 

Flooring 7’’ x 3’ joists 1¼ Board 2 rooms of [Bra…ing] 53 square yards 

               6 x 2 1/2 joists 1 ¼ Boards    Downstairs   14 square yards 

Skirting [same as main house)  288 [.in] ft 

Take out old floors use up old joists asceiling joists size 28.6 x 15.6 

100 ft angle bead 

Lintel for opening 3.6 wide and lintels for all windows ( 0 ) angle beads and window bottoms  

NEIMME/ZE/4/72 

Middleton 12th January 1898 



Dear Sir  

Please send me the following 6’’ Ordnance paper by return if possible 

Durham 

Sheet no 30 containing Langdon Beck, 39 Middleton, 38 Tees, 45 [Hacothealy] Hill House, 45 

Egglestone Common, 41 Coldfield and 47 Staindrop. 

Yorkshire 

Sheet no 4 [……..gill] and Mickleton, 5 Romaldskirk and Cotherstone and 2 Holwick. 

I should like to have these not later than Saturday morning if possible and will be obliged by your 

sending an invoice for the same. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs Hills and Co.  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/73 

Middleton 12th January 1898 

Dear Sir  

I am instructed by Mr Rivington to accept your tender for £46 for work at Blue Bell and to ask you to 

push on with the job as fast as possible. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs W. And J. Collinson  

NEIMME/ZE/4/73 

Middleton 12th January 1898 

Dear Sir  

I am instructed by Mr Rivington to accept your tender for £64.10.0 for further alterations to Blue Bell 

Inn and shall be glad if you will make arrangements for your materials as soon as possible 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Atkinson    



NEIMME/ZE/4/74-76 

Middleton 14th January 1898 

Sir 

I am in receipt of the enclosed letter this morning from Mr Winship, Secretary to the Green Hurth 

Company. If the arrangement wished by him is satisfactory to you, the amount due from Messrs J. C. 

Swan and Co to Lord Barnard for Duty Lead Ore from Green Hurth will be £142.10.9 

The amount due from The Grass Hill Mining Co on account of the Duty Zinc Ore from Willy Hole will 

be £7.3.7 and the amount due from Lord Barnard to the Green Hurth Co on account of excess duty 

taken from Green Hurth during 1897 will be £8.18.1 less Duty on Green Hurth Zinc ore £3.13.6 - 

£5.4.7 as shown on the enclosed statement. 

I understand the Green Hurth parcel of 20B.15C (including Duty) went to Antwerp and the Willy Hole 

parcels 47B.12C (including Duty) to South Wales. I presume the Buyers have already paid the 

respective companies for the parcels in full, which makes Messrs Swan and Co object to pay the 

Duty. Although Mr Winship’s proposal is not in strict accordance with the Lease, by which we take 

the Duty in kind, I think that, seeing that their Zinc trade is not yet properly established, his proposal 

might in this case be accepted, without prejudice to any future arrangements which may be 

required. 

Should this meet with your approval I beg to enclose the necessary Debit Note for your inspection, 

before being forwarded to Mr Winship and remain your obedient servant 

James S Hyslop 

Wm T Scarth 

Staindrop 

Messrs Green Hill Mining Co  

To Lord Barnard                 

To Duty ore on the following parcels of Zinc Ore delivered from Willy Hole Mine during the year 

ending 31st December 1897 viz 

To 1/16th duty on 3b.12c of Zinc Ore delivered in May 1897 1B.19 8/16 @ 2/13/4 = £5.5.4 + 

To 1/16th duty on 3b.12c of Zinc Ore delivered in August 1897 1B.0C @ 1/18/3 = £7.3.7 =£7.3.7 

Lord Barnard 

To The Green Hurth Mining Co 

To excess of Duty Ore taken from Green Hurth Mine during year ending 31st December 1897, being 

the difference between 1/15th and 1/13th Duty on ore produce of 720 Bings and amounting to 3 

Bings at an average price of £2.19.4 per Bing = £8.18.1 



Less 1/16th Duty on 20B.15C of Zinc Ore delivered on November 1896 from Green Hurth Mine = 

1B.5c 15/16 @ 2/16/8 = £3.13.6 

Nett amount due to Green Hurth Mining Co = £5.4.7 

Messrs The Green Hill Mining Co 

To Lord Barnard      Dr 

To Duty on the following parcels of Zinc ore delivered from Willy Hole Mine during the year ending 

31st December 1897, viz 

To 1/16th duty on 3b.12c of Zinc Ore delivered in May 1897 1B.19 8/16 @ 2/13/4 = £5.5.4 + 

To 1/16th duty on 3b.12c of Zinc Ore delivered in August 1897 1B.0C @ 1/18/3 = £7.3.7 =£7.3.7 

NEIMME/ZE/4/76 

Middleton 15 January 1898 

Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter dated 14th inst., I beg to hand you Debit Note for Duty on Zinc Ore sent from 

Willy Hole during 1897, amounting to £7.3.7 and request you to be kind enough to forward the 

amount to Wm. T. Scarth Esq., Staindrop by an early post. In agreeing to your request on this matter 

I may say that such agreement is given in this case without prejudice to any future arrangements it 

may be necessary to make with regard to carrying out the terms expressed in the Lease respecting 

Duty. 

The amount of money due from Lord Barnard to the Green Hurth Mining Co on account of excess 

Duty, taken after deducting the value of Duty on Zinc Ore (£3.13.6) will be £5.4.7 and I remain  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Winshio    

NEIMME/ZE/4/77 

Middleton 15 January 1898 

Middleton Co-op Society  

Investments 

Dear Sir 

Will you please inform me by return of post, when the necessary documents for the completion of 

the above Investments will be to hand. The committee are surprised that you have failed to fulfil 

your promise made to me the on the 22nd ult. to have the work completed by the time of your last 

audit and are very much dissatisfied with the manner in which you have transacted their business  in 



this matter. The annual general meeting is on the 28th inst., when further questions will probably be 

raised on the point, consequently we must ask you to complete the matter without further delay. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Chairman of the Committee 

W. T. Hall 

NEIMME/ZE/4/78-79 

Middleton 25 January 1898 

Middleton Co-op Society  

Investments 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter of 21st inst. re the above, for which I am obliged. I am glad to know that 

the transfers will be completed in the time you name. 

With regard to Interest I may say that on 21st January 1897 we paid you £607.10.0 on account of Nat. 

[National] Telephone Shares, for which we have received no Interest. On 26th and 30th January 1897 

we paid you £772.10.0 on account of Sir W. Armstrong Shares, for which we have received £1.18.8 

Interest only and on March 2nd 1897 we paid you £1041.15.0 on account of [N. E. Con….] for which 

we have received £16.13.6 Interest. I understand from Mr Lord that we shall eventually receive the 

full Interest due on these shares from the time we paid our money over to you, but shall be glad if 

you will inform me if this is the case. You will agree with me, how is [….] it is in any Co-operative 

Society, to keep the transactions as simple and clear as possible, and in their case we invested 

something like £2500 a year ago, which at Ordinary Bank Interest would have paid £37, we can only 

show £18.12.2 as being received in Interest. It is very difficult to get a general meeting to properly 

understand the reasons and these are unnecessary when apt to be [cr….] which is very detrimental 

to the true Interest of the Society. I shall be glad if you can give me an approximate idea of the 

Interest we may fairly expect to receive, and also the present price of the Nat. Telephone and 

Armstrong shares in the market. It is possible we may be making a new departure in the building line 

and may faithfully wish to sell these shares. I should like to have this information for Friday’s 

meeting should it be possible and remain  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

W. T. Hall Esq. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/80 

Middleton 25 January 1898 



Nelson Row 

Dear Sir 

We are going on with the water supply for the above. Before fixing definitely upon the sanitary 

arrangements, I shall very much like to meet you on the spot, so that I may know that what we 

propose to do will meet with your approval as Sanitary Inspector. Will you therefore kindly inform 

me if are likely to be at Middleton soon. Any day this week will suit me. 

Yours truly  

 James S. Hyslop 

R. Graham Esq. 

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/81 

Middleton 27th January 1898 

Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your letter of 24th inst. and am glad to hear the London Lead Company have bought a 

parcel of Green Hurth ore. No doubt the fall in price of Pig Lead has caused you to get a less price for 

the ore. The paper quotation for Pig at the time of your last sale was somewhere about £13.10.0 and 

today’s price is £12.12.6. 

Still with the quality you name and the quantity of Silver, I should not have expected the difference 

to be so great. I shall probably come over with the carts. Have written to Mr Stoddart today on the 

matter. 

Yours truly  

 James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

NEIMME/ZE/4/82 

Middleton 27th January 1898 

Dear Sir 

Glad to hear you have bought a parcel of Green Hurth ore. Will you kindly advise me of your filling 

arrangements as I want to go over at the time and oblige. Note 77bings in parcel. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/83 

Middleton 7th February 1898 

Dear Sir 



Please send me Iron Register Grates (number 15 on catalogue) for Parlour 38” wide with chimney 

pieces same as those you sent before. 

Also  2 bedroom grates with metal lambs complete, 3 feet wide as early as possible. 

At the same time please send plate round to complete Kitchen Range. 

I have received Gas Burners and iron for top of cellar stairs for which I am obliged and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr G. N. Nicholson 

Shildon 

NEIMME/ZE/4/84 

Middleton 7th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand your Duty Ticket number 7 for parcel of Duty Ore now lodging to your order 

at Green Hurth Mine and remain   

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swan and Co 

Newcastle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/85-86 

Middleton 9th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

My eldest son has now finished his education, so far as school life is concerned and we are anxious 

to secure some suitable situation for him. It has struck me that you might possibly know of some 

opening which would suit him, and I therefore take the liberty of writing to you on the subject. I may 

say that he is nearly 19 years of age. At the age of 14 he succeeded in winning a two year scholarship 

of £30 per year to the North Eastern County School at Barnard Castle, and at the expiration of that 

time two other Durham County Council Scholarships of £30 per year, so that by his own exertions 

and application he has been able to secure a good sound education. His reports from the school 

have been very satisfactory in every respect and I beg to enclose a copy of the last two years 

progress for your inspection and also one of his photographs. He is a fine, steady persevering boy, 

never given us the least uneasiness, and if he is fortunate enough to get a start I have no fear of his 

making a good man, and should you be able to assist me in placing him either by your kind influence 

or advice I shall be very much indebted to you. The Revd. F. L. [Brercton], headmaster of the N. E. C. 



School has kindly allowed me to use his name as a reference should you wish any further 

information as to my son’s abilities, conduct etc. 

I am sorry the mining industry in this locality is not at present flourishing, although it is somewhat 

better than it has been. I have been with Mr Scarth for the last 12 years as Mining Bailiff in Upper 

Teesdale.  Trusting yourself and family are in good health and with kind regards I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Thomas F. Brown 

Guild Hall Chambers 

Cardiff 

NEIMME/ZE/4/87 

Middleton 16th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

Blue Bell Inn 

I beg to report to you that the contractors are making fairly good progress with the above. Four of 

the new windows are now in and the other two will be fixed this week. Allinson [? Allison?] has also 

got the ceiling joists and most of the chamber joists fixed. I expect the stoothing will be up ready for 

the plasterers by next week end. Allinson [? Allison?] has got the whole of his material home except 

the doors and is entitled to an advance of £40 at your convenience. Collinson has not yet said 

anything to me about an advance. I beg to enclose tracing which I have altered to the present 

arrangements, and I remain    

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

Appleby 

NEIMME/ZE/4/88 

Middleton 24th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

I have been asked by Mr Wm Lee, who I understand is a candidate for the position of butcher to 

your Society to say a few words on his behalf. I have known Mr Lee for a good many years, and I 

have great pleasure in stating that although he has not been employed as a butcher by the 

Middleton Society (of which I am chairman) he carried out business in the town for some years and I 

believe him to be a first class man at his trade, very energetic and to the best of my knowledge to be 



thoroughly trustworthy. If elected to the post, I think he will be a likely man to give satisfaction to 

the committee. I beg to remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Ingham 

Co-op Stores 

[Gr…..] St. Sunderland 

NEIMME/ZE/4/89 

Middleton 24th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter enclosing cheque for £21 in payment for [glass] and 

account at ‘Blue Bell’ for which I am much obliged and I now enclose my receipt for the same. I may 

say I am more than satisfied with your liberal treatment and I trust the job will be competed to your 

entire satisfaction and approval. The windows are now all in, the floors laid and partitions upstairs 

fixed. The plasterers will commence tomorrow with the upstairs rooms. I beg to remain with thanks 

 Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/90-91 

Middleton 25th February 1898 

Blue Bell Inn 

Dear Sir 

Since writing you yesterday I have seen Mr Allinson [? Allison?] with respect to his account, about 

which there seems to be some slight misunderstanding, which I think you will understand when I 

have explained the matter. 

At the time when you paid him his last account of £40 (December 11 1897) in the statement I made 

for your guidance I deducted the following items, which were not then completed but were included 

in his account viz. 

48 ft skirting in kitchen & passage @ 2 1/2  £0.10.0  x 

Luggage Table in Passage  £0.11.6    x 

Till Drawers account in Bar £0.16.6 

9 Blind rollers  account complete @ 2/9 £1.4.9      x 

12 rubber door stops £0.6.6 



Beer slide estimated at £2.0.0 

 £5.7.3 

 

The account then stood as follows   

Total amount  £185.2.11  

Less paid on account £135.0.0  

Less paid December 11 1897 £40.0.0  

Less work not completed £5.7.3 £180.7.3 

  £4.15.8 

                                                                                                                            

Since then the items on statement with an ‘x’ have been completed. With regard to the Till Drawers 

account they are made but not fixed yet and also Doorstops. They will be fixed in a day or too, as 

soon as he gets out of Collinson’s way in the other house. With regard to slide it was decided to 

make a slide down the cellar steps, and also a moveable frame extending from the back door to top 

of cellar stairs (to roll barrels on and preserve floor and walls from injury) – in lieu of slide originally 

proposed from yard. This has been done. I estimated cost of original slide at £2.0.0 and in 

consideration of the difference between this and the value of the new slide Allinson [? Allison?] 

agreed to put up rails in kitchen for hats coats and cooking utensils free of costs, which I thought a 

fair arrangement. When all the work is finished the account will therefore stand as follows 

Total amount  £185.2.11 

Less paid on account up to 11 December 1897 £175.0.0  

Less paid on account up to 24 February 1898  £4.15.8  

Paid to Collinson for bar windows £1.17,6 £181.13.2 

Balance due  £3.9.0 

I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/92 

Middleton 26th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

Referring to my conversation with you and Mr Horn on Wednesday last regarding Mr Horn’s house 

and shop. I saw Thomas Horn on Thursday and he said they would give me a decided answer as to 

what they would like to do[ yesterday] Saw him again last night when he said that for the present 

they would rather keep the home on as they are. I said we would be glad to let the oldman and him 

have the rest of the house, as I told you and am sorry they had thought fit to change their minds, but 

of course they have the first claim, so I suppose the matter must drop for the present. Should the 

place be at liberty soon I shall be glad if your committee would give me the first chance, and we 

should give them the same opportunity, if they chose to take it, and I remain  



Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Brown 

NEIMME/ZE/4/93 

Middleton 28th February 1898 

Dear Sir 

Referring to my conservation with you respecting the house you have to let, lately occupied by the 

late Mr Hutchinson. I have named the matter to my sister, and we will be glad to accept your offer of 

the same at a rent of £14 from next May Day. I understand the place requires a little repair but this I 

will leave to you to do what you think necessary and I remain  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/94 

Middleton March 2nd 1898 

Dear Sir 

We are ready now for having the wires fixed for the additional bell at the Blue Bell Inn and will be 

glad if you will take an early opportunity of coming over, as I think it will be better fixed before the 

plastering is done 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Nicholson  

NEIMME/ZE/4/95 

Middleton March 5th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date for which I am greatly obliged. All 

being well I will come to Newcastle with my son on Monday next and make arrangements for his 

commencing work. We will call at your office about 11am as I should like to see you for a few 

minutes when convenient to you 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 



T. Waddington Esq. 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/96 

Middleton March 5th 1898 

Dear Mr Varty 

I have a letter this morning from Mr Waddington offering my son an appointment in the Audit office 

at Newcastle. I have arranged to come over with him on the Monday when I hope to be able to see 

you and you can perhaps assist me with regard to finding lodgings for him. Shall leave here by first 

train, which I think arrives about 9 o’clock. In the meantime I remain with kind regards to Mrs Varty, 

self and family  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Varty 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/97-98 

Middleton March 5th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Building Sites 

I shall be glad if you will kindly give me a written offer for the Building Land in Bridge Lane, and 

plantation at bottom of School Yard (separately) so that I may lay it before our committee meeting 

on Saturday next. If you could say £250 or £260 for the lot I think they would probably be willing to 

buy, but I should like you to state your lowest possible price. 

Blue Bell 

We have had ten days very hard frost, which has kept the plasterers back, but we have had a thaw 

today and they will now get on if it continues – with regard to the question of making the bottom 

part of [Readshaw’s] house into one room (instead of two as shown as follows) I have named the 

matter to the Coltmans and they think it will make a splendid room for dinners etc. and would be an 

improvement to the house. The size of the large sitting room upstairs is 18’x15’.6” and they can seat 

36. The size of the proposed rooms will be 27’ x 15’.6” and should seat upwards of 50 people. It is 

close to the kitchen and they have plenty of other rooms to dine any excess over 50. If this is done it 

would not be necessary to make a long room up the yard and as the present cottage could at a light 

expense be altered to make a good wash house with two fair good bedrooms above. The proposed 

new wash house would also not be required. This would lighten the expenses considerably – make 

more room in the yard and make I think as good a job. I have therefore not yet put in the partition 



downstairs until I hear whether you approve of this proposed alteration. Should you not do so, we 

can at once fix the stoothing, as I will then forward you the sketch of new arrangements in yard and I 

remain    

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rivington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/99 

Middleton, Teesdale March 10th 1898 

Dear Sir  

I have noticed from the Co-op News that your Society have a branch for [administering] money to 

your members for the purpose of assisting them to build houses for themselves. Our Society at 

Middleton think of joining into this [….] and I should be glad if you would kindly give me a copy of 

your Rules and Regulations – also if you will inform me whether you find the scheme to be a real 

benefit to your members and one which is appreciated by them, and any other information and 

advice you may be able to give me, into the working of the scheme. We have our Committee 

Meeting on Saturday the form of reply by return if possible would therefore greatly oblige. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Chairman of Middleton Co-op Society 

The Secretary 

Batley Co-op Society 

James S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/100-101 

Middleton, March 10th 1898 

My Dear Willy 

We were very pleased to receive your letter this morning and to hear you have got a fair start in 

your new work and are in such good heart about it. After a while you will doubtless find plenty to do. 

In the meantime your aim should be to excel in matters you are told to do be […….] and industrious 

and you will gain the confidence of your employers and confidence is the stepping stone to future 

advancement. I am very glad you are likely to be satisfied with your lodgings and so far as I could 

judge, think you will be very comfortable, the whole thing seemed to […….] character of your fellow 

lodgers, which appear to be satisfactory. 

I enclose a letter which has come for you, and also send you by this post some papers from [B……] 

which have arrived this morning. [ next section very faint and therefore illegible]   at your lodgings in 

Westgate Road – as to your availing yourself of the possibility of coming home at weekends I think it 



will be well to let this rest for a week or two until you get more settled to your work. I should not 

decide any way at present on this first, but [….] it to work [next section very faint and therefore 

illegible]  

The reference to house and […..] might in some hand (say Collings for instance) be […] against as 

new. The [….] in language especially when it is in black and white – I don’t […… ……] with those as 

much as I gave him a slight hint, but I must close. Mamma will write with you Boy – hoping to hear 

from you […….] I remain with love from all 

Your loving father, 

James S Hyslop 

Master Hyslop   

NEIMME/ZE/4/102-3 

Middleton, March 11th 1898 

Zinc Mines Winch Bridge 

Sirs, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter on my return from Wire Gill today, and will meet Mr 

Fernean tomorrow as instructed. The Zinc Ore at Winch Bridge is in connection with the Iron Ore 

worked some years ago by Messrs Pease and Company on the Yorkshire side. There is a considerable 

quantity of Zinc ore, which I understand flats in the vein at forehead of Level (about 2 feet thick). It is 

however much mixed up with the Iron ore and the specific gravity of the two minerals being 

practically the same, it is almost impossible to separate them by working. I think Mr Fernean has 

offered the men 50/- per ton for the best and 35/- per ton for the inferior quality. The Dues paid at 

Nenthead for Zinc ore is I believe 1/27th.  

I am glad to inform you that my son has received an appointment in the Audit office at Newcastle. 

He went on Monday last and I think will like his work very well. I beg to thank you for your kind 

interest on his behalf in securing the situation and remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

W. Scarth Esq. 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/104 

Middleton, March 12th 1898 

Dues on Zinc Ore from Willy Hole and Green Hurth Mines year ending 31st December 1897  

Sir 



I beg to give you statement with reference to the above as follows 

Amount due from the Green Hill Mining company as per my statement of January 15th 1898 £7.3.7  

 Amount due from the Green Hurth Mining Company in respect of Zinc Dues from Green Hurth 

£3.13.6 

Amount due from Lord Barnard to the Green Hurth Mining Company in respect of [….] Duty ore 

taken during 1897, and as per my statement of January 15th 1898 £8.18.1 

Net amount due from Lord Barnard to the Green Hurth Company £5.4.7  

Amount due from Messrs Swan and Company to Lord Barnard for duty ore delivered from Green 

Hurth during 1897 £142.10.9 

Trusting the above will be satisfactory, I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

W. Scarth Esq. 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/105-6 

Middleton, March 14th 1898 

Building Ground 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 11th inst. re the above, which I laid before the 

committee on Saturday last. As we did not know the conditions of the sale named by you, I was 

requested to ask you to inform us, and a special meeting is to be held on Saturday next, the 19th inst 

and to decide on the matter. Of course if we decide to purchase (which I think is possible) we shall 

be prepared to pay you a deposit if you require it, but the whole of the purchase money will be 

ready as soon as the deeds can be prepared. Mr Watson is our solicitor, and as I understand he also 

acts for you there will be no difficulty with the matter.   

The Blue Bell is going on satisfactorily. I have just seen Allinson [? Allison?], who has a heavy account 

to meet on Saturday in respect of timber, doors and windows for his contract. The whole of the 

material is on the job, and about £10 in labour will complete the work. If it should be convenient to 

you to allocate him say £40 on his contract he would be very thankful, and you are perfectly safe. He 

has his work order for the seat and is expecting it every day, and he is anxious if possible to keep his 

payments up with the party he buys from. He is very sorry to trouble you, and hopes you will excuse 

him under the circumstances. 

All being well I shall have the amended yard plan ready for your inspection on Monday next and 

remain 



Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R. Rivington 

74 Elm Park Gardens, London   

NEIMME/ZE/4/107 

Middleton, Teesdale March 14th 1898 

Dear Sir  

I have received a letter from Mr Waddington offering my son an appointment in the Accountants 

Office at Newcastle which he has accepted. He commenced his duties on Tuesday last, and is I think 

settling down very well to his work. In his last letter to me he says “I like my office work very well – it 

is very easy, but very little brain work. I am sorry for this, as I like to keep thinking. I will stick in, and 

if I have an opportunity of telling the master that I should like more brain work I will do so.” I have 

no doubt as time goes on he will get more to think about, and he will have many opportunities of 

improving his mind in a place like Newcastle if he looks for them. I beg to thank you most sincerely 

for your kindness in procuring him this place, and I trust he will always merit the favour you have 

done him and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Sir J. W. Pease 

Hutton Hall 

NEIMME/ZE/4/108 

Middleton, Teesdale March 15th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to thank you very much for your letter respecting my son. I have delayed writing as I have had 

some correspondence with the North Eastern Railway Company with regard to a place in their Audit 

office at Newcastle. Last week I received a letter offering him an appointment and he has gone 

there, and I think seems to like his work very well, and I hope he will get on all right. It is not a very 

lucrative post to begin with but he will have the opportunity of learning business habits, and if he is 

industrious and steady, will probably lead to something better. I thank you for your kind offer but he 

is rather short-sighted, which would be a great disadvantage as a surveyor. My youngest boy is 

preparing for the County School and in a few years I hope to make him a surveyor, should he 

develop tastes in that direction. I am glad to hear you are all well and I remain with kind regards 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 



T. Forster Brown 

Cardiff    

NEIMME/ZE/4/109-10 2 copies of the same letter 

Middleton, Teesdale March 15th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your Rules, and also a copy of your paper on 

“Employment of Capital” which I have read with very great interest and benefit, it is I think the best 

paper I have had the opportunity of perusing on the subject, in as much as it is thoroughly practical 

and calculated to be of great benefit to the members of the Co-operative movement. I have every 

hope that we shall be able to go into the matter at Middleton, although not to the same extent as 

you expect to do at Batley. Wishing you every success, I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop  

Mr H. Childs 

Co-operative Society, Batley 

NEIMME/ZE/4/111 

Middleton, March 16th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I have been requested to attend a sub-committee of the Eggleston and Middleton Parish Council on 

Saturday next, for the purpose of trying to get a Magistrate appointed residing in Middleton. A great 

deal of inconvenience is caused by having to go to Barnard Castle to get papers signed, and as I 

understand Dr [M…..] is the only one residing there, and is often away from home . Our assistant 

overseer informs me he has often been obliged to go two or three times on the same errand. The 

opinion of the Parish Council appears to be that the Reverend Mr Ford (our new rector) will be a 

suitable man. I shall be obliged if you will kindly advise me as to your opinion on the matter and if 

favourable, as to the best course to take in order to succeed, whether by petition to the Lord 

Lieutenant of the County or otherwise, and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm Scarth Esq. 

Staindrop       

NEIMME/ZE/4/112 

Middleton, March 21st 1898 



Resident magistrate 

Sir 

A meeting of the sub-committee on the above was held on Saturday last and I was requested to 

communicate with you on the matter. In order that you may understand the position I beg to 

enclose a copy of the minutes. Four gentlemen were nominated, with the result that Mr R. W. Raine, 

Chemist of Middleton received the highest number of votes. I am asked to express the hope of the 

sub-committee that they may obtain your assistance and influence with the Lord Lieutenant in 

securing this appointment. Personally I think that Mr Ford was the best man, but failing him, Mr 

Raine is a thoroughly respectable, intelligent man, holds a good position in the town and 

neighbourhood, and I am sure would do his duty to the best of his ability. I may say that I saw Mr 

Ford on Saturday, who informed me that he had written you declining the position. He however 

allowed me to use his name, but would not give a definite promise to accept for a few days. Trusting 

Mr Raine’s nomination may meet your favourable consideration, I remain   

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm Scarth Esq 

Staindrop       

NEIMME/ZE/4/113 

Blue Bell Plumbers Work and Account 

[Earls] Gutter 266[…] feet 

Down comers 78 2inch feet 

[head and stops]no. 8 

Flashing for 1 chimney 

Step and flash 14 […] feet 

2 water closets complete including water supply 

Estimate for 3 wood [..talotors] 3’x2 lead work 

84 gross slates 24’ x 20 for W.C. 

5 windows glazing 22 square feet glass 

1 fan light 4 square feet glass 

Painting  12 doors 3 coats 

10 doors in cottage, 1 coat both sides 



160 feet of 7” skirting   

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/114 

Middleton, March 21st 1898 

Building Land in Bridge Lane, Middleton 

Dear Sir 

I am instructed by the Committee of the Middleton Co-op Society to accept your offer dated the 

11th inst. of the building land in Bridge Lane including plantation on south side of Board Schools, for 

the sum of two hundred and sixty pounds (£260) and subject to the conditions named in your letter 

of the 11th inst. As soon as the necessary deeds can be prepared the purchase money can be paid 

over. 

I shall be glad to note your instructions with regard to proposed alterations in Blue Bell yard. Plan 

and specifications are now ready. I shall send them forward to you for your inspection and approval 

or otherwise. I passed your cheque over to Allinson [? Allison?] who will have sent you receipt for 

same and I remain 

Yours truly 

J. S. Hyslop 

C R. Rivington Esq. 

Appleby 

NEIMME/ZE/4/115 

Middleton, March 28th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I received your letter on Saturday, for which I am obliged. I read your communication with respect to 

Building Ground to my committee, and the matter can be settled as soon as Mr Watson is ready. 

I enclose plan of proposed alteration in Blue Bell yard together with specifications, and tender for 

the execution of the work.  Of course the plans show what can be done with the ground at our 

disposal, according to my idea and subject to any alterations you may think advisable. The tenders 

are, I think, reasonable for the work required to be done and will practically represent the actual 

cost, as I have tried to get in as much as possible.  

The 3 [Boxes] for entire horses will be a great acquisition to the house in the way of drawing trade in 

fast. I think Coltman would get all the horses coming to the town (about 8) 



Allinson [? Allison?] is going on with the seating of the rooms. We have a very severe storm here 

now – snow and frost – many of the roads are blocked, consequentially Collinson has been kept back 

with his work, but will finish as early as possible. Awaiting your instructions, I beg to remain   

Yours truly 

J. S. Hyslop 

C R. Rivington Esq. 

74 Elm Park Gardens,  

London 

NEIMME/ZE/4/116 

Middleton, March 30th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter respecting sale of Green Hurth ore, for which I am obliged. I shall be 

glad if you will give me cost of carriage from mine to Alston so that I may know the price at [Mine] 

With regard to your question per discount, I fail to see in what way the Green Hurth Mining 

Company are affected by the price charged by us to Messrs J. C. Swann and Company for duty ore 

sold by us to them. In your transactions with your own customers you allow 1 ¼% discount, I 

presume for ready money. In our case payment is not made till next January for ore delivered during 

the year. 

With regard to rebate duty, which last year amounted to £8.18.1. As you are probably aware we 

take 1/15th Duty during the year. At the end of last year the average price of Pig Lead during the year 

shows the rate of Duty at Green Hurth for the year as 1/16th instead of 1/18th.  The amount stated 

above is the difference between the two rates. I sent Mr Race a detailed statement on December 

29th 1897. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A T. Winship Esq. 

Newcastle. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/117 

Middleton, March 30th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your letter respecting Green Hurth Ore, and will be glad if you will give me actual 

rate of carriage [which you] get the parcel delivered. I suppose there will be no getting over [… …] at 

present.  



I think the Ironstone Bed on top of Firestone is on in your district. Could you get me a small sample 

without much inconvenience? If you can I shall be much obliged 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

NEIMME/ZE/4/118 

Middleton April 5th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Mr Hope spoke to me on Saturday in reference to Joseph Lee’s application for work and said you 

wished him to be set on at Dirt Pit. I presumed your intention was for him to work under Mr 

Fernean, and not for me to be responsible for his wages. I was up there yesterday and found that 

Harry Redfern and his brothers (Moor Rigg) had got a start as arranged by Mr Fernean when he was 

at High Force. The place is not looking very promising, but may improve when they get further into 

the hill. Should Mr Frenean require more hands, I will not fail to lay Lee’s case before him. I should 

like very much like to have a man for a few days to examine the Dead Heap about Langdon Low 

Shop, if you should be pleased to grant me one and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm. Scarth Esq. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/119  

Middleton May 13th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your [favour] of the 10th inst. for which I am obliged. I trust you will 

be able to have the money in respect of National Telephone Shares within the next few days, as we 

require it urgently. By this post I send you copy of our proposed Rules, which have been approved by 

a special General Meeting and which we are now getting registered. I think the scheme will be 

successful and we have a good many applications for […] from our members. Hoping to hear from 

you at an early date I remain 

Yours truly 

 James S. Hyslop 

Jno T Hall Esq. 

Darlington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/120  



Middleton May 17th 1898 

Dear Sir 

My sister got possession of the house she has taken yesterday. She requires the shop, small kitchen 

behind the shop and small bedroom over the shop. The other part of the house is at liberty, viz 

kitchen, small room joining kitchen, 3 good bedrooms pigsty in yard etc. and if you decide to take it 

you can have it at any time. The rent will be seven pounds per year (£7) payable May Day and 

Martinmass. The rateable value will be £6 for this part of the house. We shall be glad to hear from 

you, if you desire to take it as my sister has other applications.  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr J. Anderson 

Hornby 

Northallerton       

NEIMME/ZE/4/121-2 

Half yearly return of Quantity of Lead Ore delivered from London Lead Company Teesdale Mines 

during ½ year ending 14th May 1898 with comparative Duties for year ending 15th May 1897 

 Quantity delivered during ½ year   
ending14 May 1898 

Quantity delivered during ½ year   
ending14 May 1897 

  

Name of 
Mine 

Bouse Tails cuttings total Bouse Tails cuttings total increase decrease 

 Bngs  c Bngs c Bngs  c Bings  c Bngs  c Bngs  
c 

Bngs  c Bings  c   

Coldberry 
Mine 
(waste 
cuttings 

  42 42   34 34 8  

Wire Gill 
Mine (top 
workings) 

356  5 71 42  3 472 420 116 34 570  98 

Wire Gill 
Mine (sump  
workings) 

528  4 147 4 26 702 1082 4 276 4 60 1419  717 

Little 
Eggleshope 
Mine 

524 149 18 7  692 677 156 22 855  163 

Ladies Rake 
Mine 

593 38 8 639 473 2 45 6 18 537 102  

Lodge Sike 
Mine 
(waste 
cuttings) 

  18 18   26 26  8 

Total from 
Lead Co 
Mines in 
Lord 
Barnard’s 
Royalty  

2004 405 5 155 2 2565 2652 6 594 2 194  3441 110 986 



Little 
Eggleshope 
(T. 
Hutchinson 
Esq)   

773 6 186 14 973 6 4345 82 16 533 440 6  

         440 6 T. 
Hutchin
son 

876 1 
Lord 
Barnard 

    

James S. Hyslop 25 May 1898 

NEIMME/ZE/4/123-125 

Middleton May 25th 1898 

Royalty Account 

Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you my usual half yearly statement showing the quantity of Lead Ore raised 

in Teesdale during ½ year ending May 14th 1898 together with the comparison quantity raised in 

1897, which shows a decrease of 876B 1C in Lord Barnard’s Royalty and an increase of 440B 6C in Mr 

Hutchinson’s Royalty. The total produce from the mines is 3538B 6C against 3974B 1C last year, 

which is a net decrease of 435B 3C for the 1/2 year. There is about 900 Bings belonging to Lord 

Barnard now laying in the teams unwashed. 

Wire Gill 

The principal falling off is at Wire Gill Sump caused by their being drownded put with water in the 

bottom sump. This being the richest part of the mine has reduced the output very much both as 

regards the deliveries and also the quantity of unwashed Bouse on hand. They are using every 

endeavour to overcome the difficulty and I trust will be successful – otherwise the mine is very good. 

Eggleshope 

Is better in Lord Barnard’s ground at present than it has been for some time – not quite as good in 

Mr Hutchinson’s ground. The total produce for this year is 278Bings more than last year. 

Lady Rake 

Is a trifle better than last year, but is still very poor – 5 of the men employed there have been 

removed to Wire Gill at the Bargains last week. 

Green Hurth 

Is about the same. 200 Bings have been delivered this year, and they have another parcel of 70 Bings 

ready for delivery. The last parcel came to Middleton Station. I got Henry Bainbridge [(Swi… Bridge)] 

to take 2 horses, also Wm Beadle of Newbiggin with one horse, which unfortunately dropped down 

dead at the mine, Matthew Hutchinson 2 carts – the only other tenant at this end who carries ore 

(Thomas Brown) could not go with his two horses. 

Willy Hole 



No Zinc Ore has gone until the new year, but they have a parcel ready (20 tons) which will probably 

go next week to Alston Station. 

Dirt Pit 

Henry Redfern and his brother are still working this trial for Mr Fernean, but it was very poor when I 

was last up. I have examined Langdon and the shaft heaps and at many of the heaps samples can be 

obtained showing a small quantity of Zinc Ore but I have not seen any which show a body of ore to 

pay working. I have also examined the heaps at Sear Head in Ash Gill Beck and found a trace of zinc 

Ore. Also the heap at Grass Hill new Shaft, where I got a fair sample, but not much of it. The Dead 

heap at ‘The Bands’ near to Bowes close show a trace of Zinc, but the bulk is almost entirely oxide of 

Iron. I have been kept very closely going for the last month with the deliveries, but I shall now be 

able to devote more time to this enquiry, and will take every opportunity of doing so. I engaged a 

man (Jacob Scott) to make trials but I was not satisfied with the work I got done. I shall try to go up 

for 2 or 3 days at a time, so as to get a better result. I have got a good many samples which I will lay 

before you on your next visit to Teesdale.     

New Trials 

The Lead Company’s trial at Huddeshope Level. They are continuing to rise in the Great Limestone 

and they think the place gives signs of encouragement.  

[…….] Hush - still [draining thework] have sent the […] small quantity of ore, but nothing of any 

account. 

Trial at Knotts near Eggleshope Mill – they have driven a […..] through the Whin Dike to the vein, 

which they have just cut, but have not found any ore. I am afraid this trial is not likely to be 

successful. I remain 

Your obedient servant   

James S. Hyslop 

W. T. Scarth Esq.  

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/126 

Middleton June 4th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter which has my attention. I shall be glad to know if you had 

sent cheque to Raby yet for the Duty Zinc Ore from Willy Hole, amounting to £7.3.7. If this has been 

done there is no reason why you should not receive the rebate Duty you refer to. On receipt of your 

answer in the affirmative I will communicate with Mr Scarth on the matter.  

Yours truly  



James S. Hyslop 

A T. Winship Esq Newcastle on Tyne   

NEIMME/ZE/4/127 

Middleton June 11th 1898 

My Lord 

I am requested by the Parish Council of Middleton in Teesdale, Eggleston, Newbiggin and Forest and 

Frith, all in the County of Durham, most respectfully to address your Lordship as Lord Lieutenant of 

the County, on the following matter. It has been felt for some time in this District that the 

appointment of a County Magistrate residing at Middleton in Teesdale would be a great public 

convenience.  

The nearest magistrate for the County of Durham [(Dr Ma…s)] residing at Barnard Castle, 10 miles 

from here, and as his professional duties render him very uncertain, residents from this District have 

often been obliged to take two or more journeys before they could transact their business. To 

overseers, assistant overseers and others living in the upper part of the Dale, 20 miles and upwards 

from Barnard Castle, this has been a serious inconvenience and annoyance, as well as to those living 

nearer. Under these circumstances, the above Parish Council appointed a sub-committee to consider 

the question and endeavour to secure the appointment of a resident magistrate at Middleton, with 

the result that it was unanimously decided to recommend the Reverend Alfred Henry Ford, Rector of 

Middleton in Teesdale as a fit and proper person for the position, and we humbly trust your Lordship 

may be able to grant this benefit or assist us by your influence in obtaining it. I may say that in 

accordance with the instructions of the sub-committee I have communicated with Wm T. Scarth Esq. 

and Sir J. Pease Bart. M.P on the matter, and I have reason to think that these gentlemen will give 

you any further information you may require, and I have the honour to remain 

Your Lordship’s obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Durham 

Lambton Castle    

NEIMME/ZE/4/128 

Middleton June 11th 1898  

Sir J. W. Pease Bart. M.P., Hutton Hall, Guisborough 

Dear Sir 

It has been felt for some time that the appointment of a County Magistrate residing at Middleton 

would be a great public convenience. The Parish Councils of Middleton, Eggleston, Newbiggin and 

Forest and Frith therefore appointed a sub-committee to consider the matter, and to endeavour to 

get one appointed. The result was that it was unanimously decided to recommend Revd. A. H. Ford, 



Rector of Middleton to the Lord Lieutenant as a fit and proper man for the position. The nearest 

County Magistrate [(Dr M….rs)] resides in Barnard Castle, 10 miles from Middleton, and I think he is 

now the only one living there, since Dr Mitchell left the neighbourhood. On account of his profession 

and he is often away from and very uncertain as to his return, so that people in this District have 

frequently been obliged to make two or more journeys to Barnard Castle before they could get their 

business done. The overseer, assistant overseer and others from the upper part of the Dale, 20 miles 

or more from Barnard Castle, as well as from here, this has been a great inconvenience and 

annoyance, and we think our petition for a resident magistrate for the consideration of the residents 

on the Dale is only reasonable. I have named the matter to Mr Scarth, who is strongly in favour and 

has promised to give his assistance and we trust we may also have the benefit of your kind influence 

with the Lord Lieutenant, with whom I have communicated, in securing the appointment. 

Your obedient servant    

James S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/129 

Middleton June 14th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your enclosure for which I am obliged. I named to Mr Scarth on 

Friday a letter I had received from the Green Hurth secretary referring to the sum of £5.4.7 due to 

them for excess duty taken from Green Hurth during 1897, and he thought I had better come down 

to see you on this matter. I therefore propose waiting upon you tomorrow (Wednesday) afternoon, 

if that will be convenient, leaving here by the 12.15 train. In the meantime I may say that if you have 

received £142.10.9 from Messrs J. C. Swan and Co. for Duty Ore delivered to them, and £7.3.7 from 

Mr Winship for Duty Zinc Ore delivered from Willy Hole, they are entitled to receive a cheque for the 

£5.4.7 referred to, and I remain  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr J. Garthwaite  

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/130 

Middleton June 14th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to thank you for the copy of your Rules and Balance Sheet which you were kind enough to send 

through. Your building rules are practically the same as those we have adopted, with the exception 

of the Rate of Interest, which in our case is 4%. Wishing your Society every success in the future. 

With kind regards to Mrs Jameson and yourself 



Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Jm H. Jameson 

Bishop Auckland 

NEIMME/ZE/4/131 

Middleton June 14th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 11th inst confirming your telegram to me of the date for which I 

am obliged. I am glad to hear that the matter of the Telephone Shares will be competed without 

further delay. The delay already experienced has caused us serious inconvenience and the 

Committee have been very much annoyed, as we have a good many applications in connection with 

our Building Scheme and it has kept us back. Trusting you will complete this matter within the time 

named.  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Jno T. Hall 

Darlington 

NEIMME/ZE/4/132 

Middleton June 23rd 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter referring to the appointment of a resident magistrate at 

Middleton, for which I am very much obliged, and which I will lay before the committee at the 

earliest opportunity. In the meantime I may express my regret that the Lord Lieutenant refuses to 

appoint Mr Ford as a magistrate. As you are aware in a district like this, we have very few landed 

proprietors, with sufficient income from Land to qualify them on that account, as a matter of fact I 

do not know anyone except Mr Ford who is qualified. That gentleman had no ambition to become a 

Magistrate and said he would not promise to sit on the Bench, but was willing to act as one for the 

consideration of the District, as far as signing papers etc was concerned. Under the circumstances I 

do not I do not think whether Lord Durham would reconsider his decision, otherwise we shall have 

to do without one. Thanking you for your kindness, I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop   

Wm Scarth  



Staindrop        

NEIMME/ZE/4/133 

Middleton June 25th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to return paper referring to Green Hurth Royalty. I have informed Mr Winship that 

the £5.4.7 was allowed to Mr Swan on account of Green Hurth Mining Company and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/134 

Middleton June 25th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Referring to the sum of £5.4.7 due as rebate on Green Hurth Duty for 1897, I find this sum was 

allowed to Mr J. C. Swan on account of the Green Hurth Mining Company in March last, when he 

paid the Duty Ore account. 

With regard to the last parcel from Green Hurth, I understand the Green Hurth price was £9.5.0 per 

ton Duty at Middleton Station with carriage (8/9) deducted, [leads Gross] price at Mine £8.16.3 per 

ton. I shall be glad if you will inform me if this is correct, and in future I will be obliged if you will 

kindly give out the gross price, without taking any Discount off. I remain   

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A. T. Winship 

NEIMME/ZE/4/135 

Middleton June 27th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 Tickets for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth 

Mine. The total quantity for this year up to this date is 20 Bings of which the following has been 

delivered to Alston station  

       B     C        B   C 

No. 1 Ticket April 21 1898      2      4        



 April 22 1898      3      0        5    4 

No. 2 Ticket April 22       5     4         5   4 

          11   0 

 

The remaining 9B 0C is now laying at Mine to your order and I remain  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop Lead Bailiff 

Messrs J. C. Swan and Co. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/136 

Middleton July 27th 1898 

Minerals 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, for which I am obliged. I now beg to hand you 

postal order for 15/6, viz. 10/6 for minerals and 5/0 for Blowpipe outfit as per your letter. I suppose 

the different samples will be named, if not I shall be glad if you would kindly put the name on a slip 

of paper with each sample, so that I may know them. May I also ask if you know of a good book 

which tracts of the Blowpipe analysis of the minerals and I remain 

Yours truly     

James S. Hyslop 

A J White Esq.  

[Whinfield] 

Barrow in Furness 

NEIMME/ZE/4/137 

Middleton July 30th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Tracing of High Force Moor to go with Lease; which I thought you might 

require. I have put the copy for Mr Clutterbuck on a board and will take it to High Force. It can be left 

on the board if it meets your approval, or if not can easily be taken off and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Wm T. Scarth  



NEIMME/ZE/4/138 

Middleton August 6th 1898 

Dear Sir 

The minerals are safely to hand, for which I am obliged. I have a good many of the same kind of the 

curios already, but I have decided to keep them and now enclose your postal order for 7/6 and 

remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

E F Moor Esq. 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk  

NEIMME/ZE/4/139 

Middleton August 13th 1898 

Dear Sir 

As requested I beg to hand you copy of Mr Forster’s last scale for regulating Rate of Duty at Green 

Hurth Mine and remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

A T Winship Esq 

Copy of Mr Forster’s lat scale for regulating Rate of Duty at Green Hurth Mine dated March 1894 

when the price of Pig Lead is 

under £9.10.0 per ton the Duty is 1/26 under Waste Lead 

At £9 10.0 and under £1010.0 per ton the Duty is 1/24 under Waste Lead 

At £10.0.0 and under £10.10.0 per ton the Duty is 1/22 under Waste Lead 

At £10.10.0 and under £11.0.0 per ton the Duty is 1/20 under Waste Lead 

At £11.0.0 and under £11.10.0 per ton the Duty is 1/18 under Waste Lead 

At £11.10.0 and under £12.0.0 per ton the Duty is 1/17 under Waste Lead 

At £12.0.0 and under £13.0.0 per ton the Duty is 1/16 under Waste Lead 

At £13.0.0 and under £14.0.0 per ton the Duty is 1/15 under Waste Lead 



. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/140 

Middleton August 22nd 1898 7pm 

Dear Sir 

The box of Minerals are to hand, having been delayed on the road. I have paid 2/3 carriage on it 

which appears to me to be excessive, as I gather from the label you have already paid carriage.  

The minerals are not so much use to one as the first lot that you sent me, as I have a good many of 

them already, being in a Lead Mining district I have any amount of Lead samples and the minerals 

which usually go with the Lead Ore. Rather than go to the expense of returning them I will however 

give you the same as I gave for the others and enclose a postal order for 7/6 and please tell me if this 

is satisfactory to you. If not I will [remit] you the other half [curios] and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

E F Moor 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk    

NEIMME/ZE/4/141 

Barnard Castle Entries August 24th 1898 

Class Name   £  s  d 

30 Wm Fernean, Mount Pleasant, Barnard Castle        2.6 

42 Thomas Hewitson, [Marwood]        2.6 

50 Robert Elliott, East Hindon, Butterknowe         2.6 

14  Jon. Longstaff, Dent House, Barnard Castle        2.6 

31 Jon. Longstaff, Dent House, Barnard Castle        1.6 

25 Thomas Hutchinson, Pasture End, Bowes        2.6 

26 Thomas Hutchinson, Pasture End, Bowes        1.6 

24 Thomas Hutchinson, Pasture End, Bowes        1.6 

54 Mrs R. Dent, East Mill Watters, (salted butter)        1.0 

55 Mrs R. Dent, East Mill Watters, (unsalted butter)        1.0 

59 Mrs R. Dent, East Mill Watters, (cheese)        1.0 

59 Mrs R. Dent, East Mill Watters, (cheese)        1.6 

58 Miss M. A. Robson, Newsham Park Gate, (eggs)         1.0 

58 Miss M. A. Robson, Newsham Park Gate, (eggs)        1.0 

31 Philip Longstaff, [S…..]        2.6 

31 James [S…ts], [Broomislaw], Barnard Castle          2.6 

26 John Watson, West [Briscoe], Baldersdale         2.6 

54 Mrs Halliday, Wood End, Streatham        1.0 

55 Mrs Halliday, Wood End, Streatham        1.0 



    £1.13.6 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/142 

Middleton September 6th 1898   

Gentlemen 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Nos. tickets 5 and 6 for Duty Lead Ore to you from Green Hurth Mine, 

and was laid at Mine to your order. The total quantity of Ore laying to your order at the Mine at this 

date is 18 Bings.  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swan & Co. 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

                                                                                                                                                            

NEIMME/ZE/4/143 

Middleton September 8th 1898   

[Grant] 

Dear Sir 

In reply to [Mr Garfield’s] letter to me re the above. I sent two kinds to Raby – one much higher 

colour than the other. We have not sold any in the past but I will make enquiries and [assist] you as 

soon as possible. I will also get samples from the Mines which are some 12 or 14 miles from here 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr J. E. Mason 

Guildford House.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/144 

Middleton September 13h 1898   

Teesdale Mining Royalties 

Sir 

In accordance with your instructions I beg to enclose statement respecting the above, which I trust 

will meet with your requirements. 



No. 1 shows the lead Ore produced, and Income arising therefore from 1882 to 1897, and also the 

average for the ten years previous to 1891 in which year I think the late Duke of Cleveland died. I 

have given the details of each year, so that you may be able to see when the different alterations in 

the scale of fixing the Rate of Duty have come into operation. The values in money shown are Gross 

Values, no income tax having been deducted. This has always been done at the Raby Office as I have 

not the particulars. Nos. 2 and 3 show the different scales now in operation for fixing the quantity 

and value of Duty Ore at the end of each year. No 4 shows the quantity of Barytes [barites] delivered 

during my service, but I have had no figures before 1886. No. 5 shows the quantity of Zinc Ore 

delivered. No. 6 is a statement respecting the Royalty paid to Lord Barnard as Lord of the Manor in 

regard to Freestone Quarry in the Township of [Middleton]  

I shall be glad of supplying you with further information and explanation you may require and I 

remain your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

A D Meares Esq. 

Staindrop  

NEIMME/ZE/4/145-6 

 

The pages are very indistinct. 

It is an abstract of Royalty Accounts and Lead Ore for The Teesdale mines from the years 1882 to 

1897 inclusive. The London Lead Company’s Mines The Green Hurth Mining Company. 

It shows the Quantity of Lead Ore raised Gross Selling Price of rates Paid and the Value in Money 

raised.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/147 

13 September 1898 

This page is very indistinct. 

It shows the Sliding Scale for Regulating the Rate of Duty in Mines worked by The London Lead 

Company. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/148 

13 September 1898 

It shows the Scale of fixing the Rate of Duty in August 1888 and the amended scale for March 1894 

for the Green Hurth Mine. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/149 

13 September 1898 



It shows the Deliveries of Baryets [barites] from Teesdale Mines for the years 1886 to 1897 inclusive. 

The mines involved are Green Hurth, Cow Green and High Dike. It gives the quantity, value and total 

cost. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/150-151 

13 September 1898 

This page is indistinct. It shows the Deliveries of Zinc Ore from the Teesdale Mines of Green Hurth 

and Willy Hole for the years 1896 and 1897. It shows the quantity of ore raised and the prices raised.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/152 

13 September 1898 

This page is very indistinct.  

It is a statement respecting the Royalty paid to Lord Barnard as Lord of the Manor in regard to 

Freestone Quarry in the Township of […….] it names Thomas Alderson and Miss Longmire. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/153 

Middleton September 13h 1898   

Teesdale Mining Royalties 

Sir 

In accordance with your instructions I beg to enclose statement respecting the above, which I trust 

will meet with your requirements. 

No. 1 shows the lead Ore produced, and Income arising therefore from 1882 to 1897, and also the 

average for the ten years previous to 1891 in which year I think the late Duke of Cleveland died. I 

have given the details of each year, so that you may be able to see when the different alterations in 

the scale of fixing the Rate of Duty have come into operation. The values in money shown are Gross 

Values, no income tax having been deducted. This has always been done at the Raby Office as I have 

not the particulars. Nos. 2 and 3 show the different scales now in operation for fixing the quantity 

and value of Duty Ore at the end of each year. No 4 shows the quantity of Barytes [barites] delivered 

during my service, but I have had no figures before 1886. No. 5 shows the quantity of Zinc Ore 

delivered.  No. 6 is a statement respecting the Royalty paid to Lord Barnard as Lord of the Manor in 

regard to Freestone Quarry in the Township of [Middleton]  

I shall be glad of supplying you with further information and explanation you may require and I 

remain your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

A D Meares Esq. 

Staindrop  



NEIMME/ZE/4/154 

Middleton September 13h 1898  

Dear Sir 

I am glad to say the contractors are getting on very well at the ‘Blue Bell’ yard. The new stables are 

up to the [wallplate] and the roof will be on this week and I hope covered in next week. Collinson 

and Allinson [? Allison?] have spoken to me about an advance when convenient to you. The former 

asks for £80 or £90 and Allinson [? Allison?] for £35 or £40. These figures are well within the value of 

work done and material on the job. I was sorry I did not see you on the Show day, but you had gone 

when I got to turn up. The [sudden] death of Mr Scarth has caused me a great deal of extra work, 

but I am working through it and will make a rough sketch of the ground at Town End as soon as 

possible and submit to you and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rimington 

Castle [Bank]  

Appleby 

NEIMME/ZE/4/155-6 

It is a statement showing the Quantity of Minerals Raised and the Amount of Royalty arising 

therefore in Lord Barnard’s Upper Teesdale Estate from 1892 to 1897 inclusive. It mentions Lead 

Ore, Zinc Ore, Barytes [barites] and Quarries  

NEIMME/ZE/4/157-8 

Middleton October 4h 1898  

Dear Sir 

I find the drain which acts as surface water drain in the ‘Blue Bell’ yard is about completely blocked. I 

understand it was originally the sewer, but a new sewer was put in some time ago and the old drain 

was then used for surface water. The drain should be taken up and cleaned out and a full 

[inspection] if possible, but as the cost will be considerable I beg to ask your instructions with regard 

to it. The length of drains is about 93 yards and the pipes are said to be cement joints. Collinson asks 

£7 (seven pounds) for taking up and relaying, finding the proper instructions for the different 

connections and new 6’’ pipes to replace those which will be broken in taking them up, which he 

estimates at one half of at about 46 yards. The joints of the new drains to be made with good 

tempered clay instead of cement. Drain at street end to be a foot deeper if possible, so as to 

improve the gradient. I think his estimate of broken pipes is excessive and he should allow anything 

which may be short of the 46 yards in the hope of new pipes. 



Should you think this expenditure too much, we can try to clean the present drain out with rods and 

let it lay as at present. I shall be glad to hear from you on the matter at your earliest convenience as 

we want to get the new connections on under the new stables. 

I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C R Rimington 

Castle [Bank]  

Appleby 

NEIMME/ZE/4/159-161 

Middleton 14th October 1898 

Cow Green Royalty 

Sir 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date respecting he above Royalties, I beg to say that I had 

nothing to do with any arrangements which may have been made as Mr Scarth simply informed me 

that some Newcastle men were going to make a trial at Cow Green for Barytes [barites]. Since I 

named the matter to you I have made enquiry and now report as follows 

Name of Company The Hedworth Barium Company, Newcastle upon Tyne, Secretary Mr J. C. Rollin, 

1 St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle upon Tyne. About 110 tons of Barytes [barites] have been sent 

away from Middleton Station up to date, consignment to Tyne Dock. I do not know Mr Scarth’s 

arrangement as to Royalty, whether so much per ton or otherwise, but I am told that it indicated the 

Toll Gate Charge  of 4d per cart, which charge is used for keeping the pass open.  

The Royalty paid by Mr [Br..house] (who worked the place last) was four pence (4) per ton and he 

paid the Gate in addition.  

The Company had 7 men working at present. They are opening out an old Level in the Winter Hush 

Vein, and the quality of mineral they are getting appears to be good, and I understand is quite up to 

their expectations. They had some nice Lead Bouse laying when I was up last and I think they are 

likely to find a considerable quantity of Lead ore in the course of working for Barytes [barites] if they 

persevere in driving the low level into the hill. The question of giving them a lease for Lead ore as 

well as Barytes [barites] is one which I think is one which requires consideration. 

In June 1897 Mr Fernean (Manager for the Vieille Montagne Zinc Co. at Nenthead) had an interview 

with Mr Scarth at High Force with regard to mining matters in Upper Teesdale and on 14 June 1897 I 

sent Mr Fernean a tracing showing the various mining setts then taken up viz. 

Ash Gill head and Lady Rake  (London Lead Company)    



Grass Hill Royalty                       (Grass Hill Mining Company) 

Willey Hole Royalty                    (Grass Hill Mining Company) 

Green Hurth Royalty                 (Green Hurth Mining Company) 

Cow Green Royalty                     (unoccupied) 

I do not know that anything further resulted from the interview, but I would venture to suggest that 

if Mr Fernean would take the Royalty with a serious intention of working it, he should have the first 

offer. In case of his taking on Grass Hilly and Willey Hole setts (which I think is likely) and probably 

Green Hurth as well, the inclusion of Cow Green under the same company, would I think be to the 

benefit to the Estate, as they have plenty of money, and would be more likely to develop resources 

of the District than can be expected from small companies with limited capital. 

I may say that the area of Cow Green Royalty is about 4300 acres, there are many known veins and 

probably more which have never been touched, the great difficulty has always been the water, and 

the hardness of the lower sills, but with the introduction of dynamite and compressed air boring 

apparatus, such as they are now seeing at Nenthead, these difficulties would disappear under a good 

company, working with scientific principles. 

At the same time I must, before closing this report, draw your attention to the difficulty of leasing 

the same plot of ground to two separate companies, each working for separate minerals, in as much 

as the minerals are often formed together. I do not think that the clause in the London Lead 

Company’s Lease meets this in a satisfactory manner. By this clause any person working for other 

minerals than Lead, have to let the Company have any Lead Ore they may get at 30/- per Bing, 

irrespective of the market value at the time. At [Flushinmere] Mine , which has not been worked by 

the Company for many years, a man named Lee is working for Bayrites [barites]. In 1891 he got 5 ½ 

Bings of Lead Ore which the Company bought   from him at £3.9.6 per Bing that being the market 

value. 1n 1894 he got 11 Bings, but the Company would only give him £1.10.0 per Bing (according to 

Lease). Since then he has not brought any Lead ore outside as he says it does not pay him to trouble 

with it. As you will see the question is a difficult one to meet as in some cases any alteration might 

be awkward, but I have no doubt that under other circumstances, Lee would have got a considerable 

quantity of Lead Ore at [Flushinmere] 

With regard to the mining operations in Lower Teesdale, which are unfortunately at the present 

moment, in a very bad and depressed state, I propose with your permission to lay before you a full 

report on the same at the end of the present mining year. I am making a set of sections of the mines 

on a scale of 25’’ to the mile, and as there is a good deal of work in them I am afraid I cannot get 

them done before the time I name. I mentioned the state of these mines to Mr Scarth last year and 

he intended to have gone into the matter, but unfortunately never did. I shall be glad to have your 

instructions with regard to Cow Green, for my guidance and any further information I can give you is 

at your service. I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 



A O Meares 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/162 

Middleton 14th October 1898 

Dear Sirs 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Number 7 Ticket for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine, and 

now laid at Mine to your order and I remain 

Yours truly 

James Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swann 

Newcastle on Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/163 

Memorandum given to Mr H. C. Watson on 15th October 1898 at Middleton. 

It is very indistinct 

It concerns the right of Mr Brown to take possession of a corner. It was a kind of warehouse, 

originally used as a byre, with a [Wm Holderness] as a tenant and kept his cows in it. There is also 

mention of the walls.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/164 

Middleton 21sth October 1898 

Dirt Pit 

Sirs 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to say the newspaper report you refer to is 

considerably over drawn. These reports are usually put in by irresponsible persons, and are very 

often just [unreliable] 

The place is looking better than it did, but the body of Zinc Ore is still not very great. It is however 

mixed with [contents] of Iron of good quality, and the two together may possibly pay for the 

working. I will have the trap ready for you tomorrow at 10 o’clock and remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

O A Mearse Esq   



Staindrop                                                  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/165 

Middleton 21sth October 1898 

Dirt Pit 

Sirs 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to say Dirt Pit (the place referred to in the 

newspaper) is considerably looking better just now than it did, but the body or quantity of Zinc Ore 

is still not very great.  It is however mixed with carbonate of Iron, said to be of very good quality and 

those two combined may possibly pay for working.  These newspaper reports are usually put in by 

irresponsible persons, and are seldom reliable, but I hope it is true that more men are to be 

employed 

I will have the trap ready for you tomorrow at 10 o’clock and remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

O A Mearse Esq   

Staindrop                               

NEIMME/ZE/4/166 

Middleton 21sth October 1898 

Cow Green Royalty 

Dear Sir 

Referring to my letter to you of 14 June 1897, and the plan of the above Royalty enclosed therein. A 

Newcastle Company are at present working for Barytes [barites] and would like to take the Royalty 

for Lead also. As I understand you had some talk with Mr Scarth in reference to this ground at that 

time, I took the liberty of calling your attention to it, in case you would like to secure it. They have 

got some very fair Lead Bouse in connection with the Barytes [barites] and I have no doubt but the 

place is a very good trial for Lead Ore. The same sill is also one in which they are working zinc Ore at 

Willy Hole. I am glad to hear Dirt Pit is […] so favourable and I trust the trial will be a success. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C Fernean Esq 

Nenthead 



NEIMME/ZE/4/167 

Middleton November 4th 1898 

Cow Green Royalty (Lead and Barytes [barites]) 

My Lord 

In accordance with your Lordship’s instructions I now beg to enclose you particulars of the proposed 

Lease of Cow Green Royalty in the year 1891. It was then proposed to form a new company for the 

working of this Royalty with a capital of £10,000, the principal promoter being Captain Polglase, at 

that time agent for the Green Hurth Mining Company, but the negotiations fell through for some 

reason unknown to me. The area of the Royalty was about 1430 acres. The area proposed to be 

leased now by the Barium Company is about 4300 acres, as stated in my report of the 11th inst.  

In conclusion I would like to venture to say that should your Lordship be pleased to give me more 

responsibility in connection with your Mineral interests here I will use every endeavour to merit your 

approval, and to work for the benefit of the Estate. I do not know who has looked after the Coal 

Royalty account in the past but I may say that I was intimately connected with the Iron Mining 

industry in Cleveland for upwards of 15 years before coming to Mr Scarth in 1886 and to a less 

extent with the Collieries about Howden. Should your Lordship require anyone to look after these 

Royalties also, I would be pleased to undertake the Duties and would do my utmost to give you 

satisfaction. I have the honour to remain  

Your obedient servant  

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Hon. Lord Barnard       

NEIMME/ZE/4/168 

Middleton January 5th 1891 

Cow Green Royalty    

Copy [of the letter] 

Dear Sir 

I was at Raby on Friday last, when Mr Scarth mentioned the above, and requested me to see you 

again on the matter and said he would also write to you. If you will kindly say when it will be 

convenient to meet me I will come out and remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Captn. Polglase 

Green Hurth Mine           



NEIMME/ZE/4/169 

Middleton January 2nd 1891 

Copy enclosed in letter 

Memorandum re Cow Green Royalty 

1. Boundary 

From  B. S. [Boundary Stone] at S. E. [South east] corner of the Eastern Boundary of the old Dubby 

Sike Sett (now forming part of the Green Hurth Sett) go north along the Dais Boundary 96 chains, 

more or less, to B. Stone at N.E. [north east] corner of said Boundary, thence in an easterly direction 

to Bleak Law [Currock], thence southward and eastward along the Martha and Isabella Sett (leased 

by Mr Robinson) to its junction with Harwood Beck at the front of [Binks] Sike, thence in a straight 

line in a south westerly direction to the foot of Maize Beck and thence up the Tees back to the B.S 

{boundary stone] first mentioned above. 

2  A [level] to be driven from near the Tees at the lowest possible random, so as to drive in the 

greatest possible section of the proposed Royalty. The position of each Level to be to Mr. Scarth’s 

satisfaction. 

3 the scale for Duty to be based upon the selling of Lead Ore sold. 

4 the several parcels of ore to be sold by Tender and copy of such tender to be forwarded forthwith 

to Mr Scarh or his agent. 

Copy of above given to Captain Polglase Jan. 9th 1891 

Copy of above given to Mr Scarth Jan. 14th 1891     

NEIMME/ZE/4/170 

Middleton January 10th 1891 

Copy enclosed in letter 

Cow Green Royalty 

Sir 

I beg to report that I saw Captain Polglase yesterday on the above and explained to him the 

condition on which you would grant the above lease. He wishes to come further to the east than the 

line proposed from the foot of [Binks] Sike to Maize Beck in order to try a supposed vein near  

Peghorn Lodge and as a reference to the plans will be necessary in order to explain his reasons, I 

propose with your permission coming down to Staindrop on Monday next and explain the matter as 

Captain Polglase appears anxious to get to work as soon as possible, and I remain 

Your servant 

James S. Hyslop 



W Scarth  

NEIMME/ZE/4/171 

Middleton January 14th 1891 

Copy enclosed in letter 

Cow Green Royalty 

Dear Sir 

I beg to inform you that I saw Mr Scarth on Monday last respecting the above and explained to him 

your wishes as to the Eastern Boundary of the same and left him with a copy of the memorandum 

which I gave to you on Friday last. Mr. Scarth instructed me to say that he is prepared to grant a 

Lease of the ground at once, as specified therein and as shown on the tracing I had with me, but 

does not see his way to alter the proposed eastern Boundary at present. He is however willing for 

you to make the trial near Peghorn Lodge as suggested, and in the [….] of the result being 

satisfactory, would then consider the question of extending the Royalty to meet the case. 

With regard to the Dues Mr Scarth has fixed one shilling per ton for the Barytes [barites] either 

ground or underground and with respect to the Lead Ore Duty, a scale similar to that in force at 

Green Hurth, but based upon the price of Lead ore instead of Pig Lead. I propose however taking an 

early opportunity of seeing you again when I will bring copy of my tracing as requested and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Captain Polglase 

Green Hurth  

 NEIMME/ZE/4/172 

Copy enclosed in letter 

On January 16th 1891 I laid the following scale of Duty laid upon the price of Lead Ore instead of Pig 

Lead before Mr Scarth, and asked permission (if he approved of the scale) to submit the same to 

Capt. Polglase and if accepted to supply a copy to Mr. Watson for instruction in lease 

Suggested scale of Duty for Cow Green 

When the selling price of Lead Ore is 

 Above water Below water 

Under £7.5.0 per Ton the Duty to be 1/13 1/16 

At £7.5.0 and under £8.5.0 the Duty to be 1/12 1/15 

At £8.5.0 and under £9.5.0 the Duty to be 1/11 1/14 

At £9.5.0 and under £10.5.0 the Duty to be 1/10 1/13 

At £10.5.0 and under £11.5.0 the Duty to be 1/9 1/12 



At £11.5.0 and under £12.5.0 the Duty to be 1/8 1/11 

At £12 and above 1/7  

    

On Feb. 16th 1891 I wrote Capt Polglase enclosing Tracing of Royalty. I also had not received an 

answer from Mr Scarth re scale of Duty, and suggested that he should write Mr Scarth on the subject 

as they could not get their prospectus out till this point was settled.  

In a letter to Mr Scarth on the same date I also referred to this matter. 

On April 23rd 1891 I sent Mr Watson copy of the memorandum referring to Cow Green Lease and 

understood the scale was adopted, since which time I have heard nothing more of the matter as 

Capt. Polglase shortly after left Green Hurth 

 NEIMME/ZE/4/173 

Middleton November 4th 1898 

Cow Green Royalty 

Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter of the 2nd inst. to hand last night. If you are sure you will get another parcel of 

Lead ore delivered before the end of the year, I am willing for you in this case to send the B.2 C4 of 

Duty Ore you named to Messes J. C. Swann and Company on account of the next parcel in order to 

make up a 18 Ton lot, but this must not be taken as a precedent. In case of no. 8 parcel not being 

[delivered] before the end of this year  it would complicate any accounts and it is essential that 

these should be kept as clear and simple as possible. 

Thanks for your [memo] respecting Zinc from Willy Hole. Please give me as much notice of next Duty 

as possible. If you could get me the basis on which the price is fixed I should be obliged.  

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr. R. F. Race       

 NEIMME/ZE/4/174 

Middleton November 8th 1898 

Willy Hole Zinc 

Dear Sir 

Will you please give me, as early as possible, the price of parcels of Zinc Ore delivered from Willy 

Hole Mine in December 1897 (27 Tons 3cwts)  and also 1898 (28 Tons and 18cwts) and oblige 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 



A T Winship 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/175-176 

Middleton November 8th 1898 

My Lord 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 5th inst. Being at Lady rake Mine 

yesterday I was unable to reply by last night’s post. The time fixes for me to attend the mines to see 

the ore weighed are Coldberry 8a.m. Wire Gill 8.30a.m. Eggleshope 9a.m., Lady Rake 10a.m. and in 

order to be in good time I leave home as near 6a.m. as possible and my return is often too late to 

catch that day’s post. 

In regard to your Lordship’s query as to the term ‘Royalty’ I think the word applies more to the Dues 

payable on the mineral produced than to the mining ground, but it is often in connection with the 

latter. Probably the best term in a Lead district is ‘Mining Sett’ or ‘Mining Take’ as your Lordship 

suggests. 

With respect to the Cow Green Mining Sett I beg to report that it was originally leased to Mr. J. H. 

Robinson in 1872 for a term of 32 years, and that would have expired in 1904, and I find that Mr 

Robinson has not done any work in this sett since 1882. 

An extension of the sett was granted in 1876, but nothing has been done since 1888 when 2 men 

were employed. The Lease is therefore in my opinion Forfeited. Since that date the place has been 

worked by Mr Backhouse for Barytes [barites] (from 1892 to 1895), but not under a Lease as far as 

my knowledge goes. It is now being worked by Hedworth Barium under the memorandum granted 

by Mr. Scarth.  

When I was at Staindrop on Thursday last I had an opportunity of glancing at the Leases and took out 

a few particulars, with a view to making a tabulated Report of the same. As my time was very 

limited, I did not get sufficient information to make a full and satisfactory report, and the clauses 

referring to working for minerals other than those Leased appeared to be somewhat complicated I 

would respectfully ask your Lordship’s permission to spend a day in their examination, and report to 

you before meeting the Barium Company and Mr. Fernean. 

With further reference to your Lordship’s letter, for which I beg to thank you, I will in all things carry 

out the instructions of your Lordship or whom you may appoint and I have the honour to remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable Lord Barnard  

NEIMME/ZE/4/177 

Middleton November 8th 1898 



Teesdale Royalties 

Dear Sir 

I saw Lord Barnard a few days ago, and his Lordship will write to you on the above in the course of a 

few days. 

Some time ago I came across a Report made by Mr [Banerrman] in 1875 on the Nenthead mines in 

which the following occurs 

‘’  The Middlecleugh Middle Vein is whole for a length for 170 fathoms  from the ore is working to 

Bog [Wh….]. this vein is producing a large quantity of Zinc Blends,’’ 

I did not get this in any official capacity, but I send it to you (privately) as it may possibly interest you 

in your operations for Zinc ore and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

C Fernean Esq. 

Nenthead 

NEIMME/ZE/4/178 

Middleton November 10th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Mr Thompson Brown has sold Robert Barker a right of way on to the back lane behind the co-

operative store and has put a door up in the wall. He has also built up the corner at end of the byre 

and made himself a doorway. 

We object to this, as we say the road is a private road and have a meeting with him on Saturday next 

at 2 o’clock. We shall be glad if you could attend as you will know more about it than we do. If you 

have your old plans it might be useful to satisfy the ownership of the road. Please send word if you 

can get and oblige 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Gibson 

Middleton 

P.S. I expect Mr Watson of Barnard Castle will be here. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/179 

Middleton November 10th 1898 



Dear Sir 

I am sorry you could not give me sufficient notice of filling Zinc Ore to enable me to be present at the 

weighing of the same, the notice required is at least 10 days notice in writing but I am willing, 

without prejudice, to take three days and I shall be glad if you will in future arrange for that to be 

done. 

I note you have sent B4 C4 of Duty Ore from Green Hurth on account of No 8 parcel and that the 

[Bulk] will be ready in 10 days when I trust it will be got away. 

I see from Mr Winship’s letter of the 7th inst. that he has only 28T 9C 2Qus of Zinc Ore being [d…] in 

[June] last instead of 28T 16C. In acting with the Royalty Dues I must take the weight at the mine and 

the difference made it more [….] than I should have the opportunity of seeing the ore weighed. The 

parcel [deld] in Dec 1897 we return as T27 C17 instead of T27 C3 a difference of T5 C1. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race    

NEIMME/ZE/4/180 

Middleton November 11th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Below I beg to give you my account for Lead Ore delivered to Blackton Mill during year ending 31 

October 1898, which I trust will agree with your account and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Stoddart 

 Bowse   B.C Tails  B. C. Cuttings  B.C. Total  B.C. 

Little Eggleshope 1120 4 289  1 42 7 1452 4 

Wire Gill (top) 562  5 142 0 87 3 792 0 

Wire Gill (sump) 1160 315 4 64 0 1539 4 

Ladies Rake 843 4 58 0 20 0 906 4 

Coldberry   94 0 94 0 

Lodge Sike   24 0 24 0 

[…..]   2 2 2 2 

total 2671 5 804 5 334 4 4810 6 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/181 

Middleton November 11th 1898 

Dear Sir 



I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and in accordance with your request 

I hereby beg to give you an undertaking that any information I may obtain from an examination of 

the Teesdale Leases Company will be treated by me as strictly private and confidential. I propose 

attending the Staindrop office on Monday next, and will report to his Lordship on the matter as early 

as possible after that date. I also note that his Lordship has communicated with Mr Rollin and Mr 

Fernean and I beg to remain 

Your obedient servant  

James S. Hyslop 

O A Meares    

NEIMME/ZE/4/182 

Middleton November 16th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your letter re Zinc Ore [franklinite]. I have not yet got the particulars of delivery of 

Duty Ore from Green Hurth. In your letter of 11th inst. you say that 27Bings have been sent away 

including B4 C4 on the account of No8 parcel. 

With regard to delivery of minerals, I am willing to do everything in my favour to meet your 

convenience in delivery, but my duties in other parts of my Districts render it impossible to make my 

arrangements without at last three days previous notice; and I do not see any difficulty in your 

people at the other end making their arrangements accordingly. 

As I said in my last letter the notice required by the lease is 10 days, and my being willing to accept 3 

days notice must not be taken as in any way affecting the lease arrangements, but simply as a 

convenience to you in working.  

I will write your people at Newcastle re price of the last parcel of Zinc Ore from Willy Hole and I 

remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race     

NEIMME/ZE/4/183 

Middleton November 16th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Referring to your letter of the 7th inst. for which I am obliged, I notice the following difference 

between your account and mine 

January 7th 1898   weight at mine T27 C3 your account T26 C17 Q3 Difference C5 Q7  



June 18th 1898      weight at mine T28 C16 your account T28 C9 Q 2 Difference C6 Q2 

Showing a total difference of C11 Q3 in the two parcels. I may point out that the weight at the mine 

is the basis upon which my Royalty account is made out. 

A parcel of Zinc Ore has been delivered from Willy Hole during last week, weighing T37 C12 and I 

shall be obliged by your giving me price of same at your earliest convenience. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

A T Winship 

Newcastle on Tyne                                          

NEIMME/ZE/4/18 

Whole page indistinct 

NEIMME/ZE/4/185 

Middleton November 18th 1898 

Teesdale Mining Leases 

My Lord 

Enclosed I beg to hand your Lordship a statement showing the present position of the second 

Mineral Leases granted in Teesdale since the year 1869, which I trust will meet your Lordship’s 

approval and I have the honour to remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 

Raby Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/186 

Middleton November 21st 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and wired you that failing a wire from you today to the 

contrary, I should be glad to meet you tomorrow. Should you not be able to come tomorrow, I can 

meet you any other day this week if you will kindly let me have a wire any time the previous day and 

I remain 

Yours truly 



James S. Hyslop 

C Fernean    

NEIMME/ZE/4/187-190 

Middleton November 23rd 1898 

My Lord  

I beg to inform your Lordship that I had an interview with Mr Fernean yesterday at High Force with 

respect to the Mining Ground in Upper Teesdale, and to submit the following report on the same. 

Dirt Pit 

With regard to the trial now being made for Zinc Ore at Dirt Pit by Mr Fernean, he was under the 

impression that this ground was free, and was much disappointed to find that the London Lead 

Company had a lease of the Lead Ore. He expressed himself as being very well satisfied with the 

results of his trial up to the present time, and said he had intended to largely increase the number of 

workmen, and to have worked the place in conjunction with the Zinc Ore deposits at Winch Bridge 

on the Yorkshire side of the Tees. Under the circumstances, however , he said could not advice, nor 

did he think his company would agree to the putting down of expensive ore dressing plant unless 

they had the advantage of being able to work and hold any veins of Lead Ore they might find, as well 

as the Zinc Ore. In case he cut a good vein of Lead Ore, the London Lead Company could, under 

present arrangements claim to work the vein for themselves, or refuse to pay more than 30/- per 

Bing, a price which Mr Fernean says would not pay him for bringing outside and he objects to going 

to the expense of opening out a possible Lead Mine for another company’s benefit. If It were 

possible to induce the London Lead Company to relinquish that portion of ground as far eastward as 

say Wester Beck, I think Mr Fernean is prepared to take a lease of Lead, Zinc and Iron in that part of 

the District. As stated in my report of the Mineral Leases, this ground was granted as an extension to 

the London Lead Company in 1888 for the remainder of a term of 42 years, expiring in 1910. At that 

time I ventured to suggest to Mr Scarth that the Company held sufficient ground, but he said they 

would put in a trial level. There is no mention of this in the Lease, on the contrary, if I read it 

correctly, they are absolved from employing any extra men on account of the extension. As a matter 

of fact they have done absolutely nothing in the ground since they got it. I may say that if the 

Eggleshope and Manor Gill North View keep their point, they should pass not far from where Mr 

Fernean is working, and it is possible that the deposit Zinc Ore being found in the form of a flat may 

have some connection with one of those veins. Mr Fernean spoke of removing the men he has 

employed, but decided to allow them to remain at work until I had an opportunity of laying the 

matter before your Lordship for your consideration. 

Langdon Sett 

With regard to this ground Mr Fernean is willing to open out the old Level near Langdon Low Shop 

on condition that if after being allowed a reasonable time, he finds his trials satisfactory, he will be 

granted a lease for Lead, Zinc, Iron and Barytes [barites], he would be willing to pay a Royalty on 

Lead similar to that by the London Lead Company but based upon the selling price of the Lead Ore. 

With regard to Zinc Ore, he would suggest a Royalty, based upon the selling price of the ore when 



worked and dressed and working under a sliding scale (as in the Lead Ore). The fixing of this scale 

would be a matter for your Lordship’s consideration and also the Royalty to be paid for Iron Ore and 

Barytes [barites], which would possibly be so much per ton. He would like these terms to be fixed 

before commencing operations. 

Grass Hill Sett 

As I did not know your Lordship’s views as to any claims Mr J. C. Swann may have to the Lead Ore in 

the ground I could only tell Mr Fernean that to the best of my knowledge, the Zinc, Iron and Barytes 

[barites] were at liberty. He said he knows that he understood that Mr Swann claimed the ground 

and the matter was not further discussed. In 1889 and the 3 following years the Green Hill Mining 

Company (of which Mr Swann is Chairman) are said to have expended  some £3000 or £400 in 

sinking a shaft and erecting machinery for opening out this Sett, but since 1893 nothing has been 

done and the Company do not hold a Lease.  

Willy Hole Sett 

Mr Fernean named this Ground, which is at present being worked by the Grass Hill Company for Zinc 

Ore. The Lease was granted to Mr J. S. Byers in 1889 for Lead Ore, and expires in 1908. With the 

exception of a shaft (about 14 fathoms) which they sunk in 1893 with a view to cutting the Lady Rake 

Vein, their object has been for Zinc Ore, so that practically, so far as Lead Ore is concerned, the Sett 

is not being worked in accordance with the lease. Mr Fernean is very anxious to have this ground, 

and has offered them £1000 for the transfer of the Lease, of course with your Lordship’s permission, 

but they are asking £4000, which he thinks is an unreasonable figure. There is no doubt but that he 

would work the place to its full extent, and in working the Zinc would probably cut a good Lead 

deposit, and it is to be regretted that it is not at liberty, unless the present company are prepared to 

put down the necessary plant, and work the place in a proper manner, which would cost at least 

£2000 for machinery. 

Cow Green 

Mr Fernean was sorry the Lead in this place is not at liberty, as he would have liked a lease of the 

ground, and would have been quite willing to put in the low water level named by me in my report 

on Cow Green. He suggested that, seeing the Barium Company are not lead mining people, it might 

be possible for him to make arrangements with them so that he could work the Sett for Lead and 

Zinc, and let them have the Barytes [Barites] he raised at a reasonable price to be arranged. I 

promised to lay this suggestion before your Lordship, as I could not say whether it would meet your 

approval, supposing that it could be practically carried out. I must say that I have not had any 

communication from the Barium Company in reference to your Lordship’s letter to them, and I have 

the honour to remain your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 

Raby Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/191 



Middleton November 26th 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Duty Ticket for no. 8 parcel of Duty Lead ore delivered to your order from 

Green Hurth Mine. I note that the whole of the Duty ore in respect of no. 3 to no. parcels (inclusive) 

and amounting to 27 Bings have now been delivered from the mine. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J. C. Swann and Company 

Newcastle on Tyne  

NEIMME/ZE/4/192 

Middleton November 26th 1898 

Lead Account 1898 

My Lord 

I beg to report to your Lordship that I have received the London Lead Company’s average price for 

the sale of Pig Lead during year ending 31st October 1898, and which is £13.3.8.69 per ton, being an 

advance of s19/d43/4 on last year’s price. I now beg to enclose my usual preliminary statement of 

the company’s account, for the information of tour Lordship, and I presume you will require the 

complete statement to be forwarded on January 1st as in former years, and I have the honour to 

remain 

your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 

Raby Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/193-196 

Middleton November 26th 1898 

It is a statement showing the quantity of Lead ore produced from The London Lead company’s 

Teesdale Mines during the year ending 31st October 1898 as compared with the year 1897. It gives 

the names of the mines and the exact amount produced in Bings. The mines are Little Eggleshope, 

Wire Gill (top), Wire Gill (sump), Lady Rake, Lodge Sike and Coldberry and Skears. The name of T. 

Hutchinson is named next to Little Eggleshope. All the mines except Coldberry show a decrease in 

production. There is also a statement showing the London Lead Company’s account for Teesdale 

Mines for the same year and the same mines.   

 NEIMME/ZE/4/197 



Middleton November 29th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter re ‘Poor House Property’ for which I am obliged. On 

December 17th I have a meeting which I must attend at 3p.m., and if it is equally convenient for you, 

I would suggest the following Saturday, the 24th December, at 2.30 p.m. as most of the members 

from up-bye would be in the town that day and thus save them a journey. Should the latter date not 

be convenient to you, I should be glad to place my office at your service and if you should make the 

time 2 o’clock instead of 2.30 I should be able to attend. 

As you have the management this year I think it would be better for you to summon the meeting. 

[Mr Staley] represents Forest and [Jn Nixon] Newbiggin and I can inform our Middleton members 

after I learn your decision. I would also suggest that the committee meet on the ground at 2 o’clock, 

so that we may see the state of the property, and arrange for any repairs if necessary and I remain 

Yours faithfully  

James S. Hyslop 

Reverend C. E. O Griffrith 

Egglestone            

NEIMME/ZE/4/198  

Building Ground in Bridge Lane. Drainage 

Sewers 

100 yards of 6’’ sanitary pipes with 23 6x4 [ironstone] with joints made with good well tempered 

clay – average depth 4 feet from present surface. 

1 inspection shaft – 9’’ brick work in cement with concrete bottom properly formed for receiving 

sewers – to have a circular metal top of sufficient strength to carry traffic.  

2 Flushing shafts with metal covers, connected with sewer ends by 4 sanitary pipes. 

Surface water  

200  Yds of 4’’ sanitary pipe with 4’’x4’’ [i….] average depth 3 feet.  

 

Building Ground in Bridge Lane. Drainage 

Sewers 

100 yards of 6’’ sanitary pipes with 23 6x4 […ctions] with joints made with well tempered clay – 

aver4age depth 4 feet from present surface. 

1 inspection shaft – 2’ 6’’ x 2’ 6’’ -  9’’ brick work in cement concrete bottom properly formed for 

receiving sewers – to have a circular metal top of sufficient strength to carry traffic.  



2 Flushing shafts with metal covers, connected with sewer ends by 4 sanitary pipes. 

Surface water  

200  Yds 

] of 4’’ sanitary pipe with 4’’x4’’ [i….] average depth 3 feet.  

NEIMME/ZE/4/199-200 

Middleton December 1st 1898 

Cow Green Mining Sett 

My Lord 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s letter and also the enclosed copy of Mr Rollin’s letter 

respecting the above sett. I understand that imported sulphate of barytes [barites] can be obtained 

at about 14/- pet ton delivered at Newcastle and when the cartage of Cow Green Barytes [barites] to 

Middleton Station say 6/- per ton – Railway Dues to Newcastle say 4/6 per ton, and Royalty 6d per 

ton (total 11/-) are deducted, it may only leave 3/- per ton to meet working expenses, so that Mr 

Rollin’s statement that he is working at a loss is probably correct. I do not think it is practicable, in 

the absence of a railway up the Dale, to profitably work the Barytes [barites] alone, and it should be 

considered more in the light of a bye product, the primary object being the working of Lead ore and 

Zinc ore if it is there. 

I am unable to inform your Lordship as to the ‘expert’ named by Mr Rollin, unless it was the foreman 

employed by Mr Backhouse, and who I was informed visited Cow Green some time ago. A vein 

carrying a large quantity of Barytes [barites] is not favourable for Lead although it is sometimes 

present. I beg to enclose for your Lordship’s information a copy of a report made by Mr Thomas 

Watson (an old mining agent in Weardale and was connected with many of the Bye Mines in Upper 

Teesdale) in 1878 on the Isabella Mine, which is situated in the Cow Green Sett. The report was 

probably intended to assist in a prospectus, and is made as favourable as possible, but knowing the 

character of the worker, I believe it to be on the whole, a fair and conscientious report on the mine 

at the time he viewed it. I have always thought that this sett if properly opened out, would prove a 

very valuable one, and the important point is getting a company most likely to do this efficiently. 

When I had the honour of an interview with your Lordship on 3rd inst. I understood the Barium 

Company trial was regarded as satisfactory and the change in their opinion has suggested to me the 

possibility of Mr Fernean having approached them on the lines named in my report to your Lordship 

of the 23 inst. 

With regard to the Leases marked as ‘forfeited’ I beg to say that they were so marked before I had 

the opportunity of making an examination of the clauses, and I therefore drew attention to the 

forfeiture clause in my report of the 18th inst. and there is no doubt that a written Notice of Default 

in working is legally required. The lease does not specify the length of such notice, but probably one 

month would be sufficient, I do not think there will be any difficulty in respect of Cow Green and 

Langdon, which were taken by Mr J. H. Robinson only. The whole of the plant has been sold by him 

and removed from the place, and he is probably not in a position to work them again now. With 



regard to Trough Head and Scar Head Lease of which Mr Swan is one of the Lessees, the case is 

somewhat different, and if the effect of the notice should be to induce them to push the Herdship 

Low Level forward with 6 men, it would be a good and useful trial. 

Referring to your Lordship’s remarks as to allowing these matters to rest until Mr Fife takes up his 

duties, I do not think any disadvantage would arise by doing so. The only danger is Mr Fernean 

withdrawing his men from Dirt Pit, but if I might suggest that he be informed that the matter is 

receiving your Lordship’s consideration, and something definite done at the beginning of next year. I 

think it would satisfy him, and in the meantime the giving of the notice of Default would clear the 

ground and I have the honour to remain 

Your Lordship’s obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

The Right Honourable Lord Barnard  

NEIMME/ZE/4/201-203 

Copy of a report made by Mr Thomas Watson of Ireshope Burn on the Isabella Mines, situated in the 

Cow Green Sett, dated January 30th 1878 

Mine  Isabella is altogether a new mine, having only recently been opened. 

Inside Operations a Level has been driven about 55 fathoms to where it intersects the Isabella Vein. 

The Level is then driven on the vein 80 fathoms. The vein produced lead Ore, less or more, and 

gradually opened out until the last 30 fathoms is payable ground. A sill has been risen near the level 

Forehead and a shaft sunk and holed it for ventilation. At this rise there is a thickness of 15 fathoms 

of payable sloping ground.  

Width of Vein 6 feet. The vein will average a width of 6 feet. A drift has been driven 11 fathoms East 

from the Rise, and 6 fathoms on the West side of the rill. This Drift is about 5 fathoms from the [ …] 

bottom Level. A Top Drift has been driven in the vein close under the Boulder Clay. This drift proved 

the vein to be payable as far as opened going West and also proved that the Boulder Clay is cutting 

off fast, and that by driving on the Bottom Level there will soon be 25 to 30 fathoms of sloping 

ground on. A little to the West of the Air Shaft, a sound and strong Limestone crops out to the 

surface and will cut the Boulder Clay off. The rise and drift have opened the ground out, and gives a 

value of the vein so far, that we see that it will all be able to stope out by a regular system of 

working by Headings. Some parts of the vein are rich for Lead Ore, others poorer, so that take the 

whole of the vein, the produce will be worth the cost of Lead Ore to the fathom of 144 feet. The 

ground is soft and easy to work, and with the stope at 40/- per fathom for labour. 

The Isabella Vein is an East and West Vein, that has both been worked on the East side of the valley 

and has been productive, will run through the Isabella Sett. Several of the N & S veins which have 

been worked on the ‘Isabella Sett’ will also intersect the ground. 

Teesdale Vein  Teesdale Vein a very rich and strong N & S vein is cut through in the driving of Isabella 

Level, a few fathoms to the east of the present Level forehead. The vein shows a width of 3 fathoms 



with some stones of Lead Ore to be seen in it, but the ground was much confused at the intersection 

of the veins.  

Trial of Teesdale Vein to try the Teesdale Vein properly at this place it needs to be driven North from 

the intersection. I consider this a good trial. Two more of the Teesdale N & S Veins are to the west of 

the level forehead and will be cut with a few more fathoms driving. I have no doubt that by working 

on the east and west veins, other than the N & S veins will be discovered, and by driving on the N & 

S veins, East and West Veins will be found, the Sett being altogether in new ground, and being also 

well situated for getting in deeper Levels, it is a most likely plot of ground, where very important and 

valuable discoveries may be expected to be made. 

Strata  The greater part of the best Lead Ore bearing Limestone strata that has been proved and 

worked at the surrounding Lead Mines will be underneath the Isabella Level. To open up the Isabella 

Vein in these Limestones I would recommend a level being driven on top of the Whin Sill. This will 

give a ‘Back’ of about 4 fathoms thick of ground between the Whin Sill and Isabella Level, and a 

length of vein of something like 40 fathoms to the present forehead. I consider this as one of the 

best trials in the district for opening out a lasting mine. 

In conclusion I must say that I can with confidence recommend this sett to anyone desirous of 

entering into a lasting and profitable mining speculation. 

Surface Work and Plant   A large dressing floor has been laid out, and a 20 feet water wheel, with 

Crushing Mill and [Blakes Breaker] attached has been erected, and so far [f….ded] that the dressing 

operations are going on when the weather will allow it. A substantial [chat] mill with 8 feet water 

wheel is in the course of erection. There will be 40 tons of Lead Ore at the dressing floor at present. 

A mine shop, stable and blacksmith shop are erected on the spot. A good part of the dressing floor is 

covered in. the Level and all waggon ways are laid with iron nails. A good quarry is opened out close 

to the entrance of the Level. A new road of less than a mile will connect the mine with the main 

Turnpike leading to Middleton and Alston stations. 

(signed) Thomas Watson 

NEIMME/ZE/4/204 

Middleton December 19th 1898 

Cow Green Mining Sett 

Dear Sir 

Referring to your letter of the 14th inst. for which I am obliged, I have had an opportunity of 

submitting the same to Mr Fife, the newly appointed Chief Agent for Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate. 

He wishes me to have an interview with you respecting the above matter, and after receiving my 

Report, he would then be in a position to enter into negotiations with you with a view to arranging a 

lease of the Ground. If you can make it convenient I would suggest that our interview should take 

place at Middleton or Langdon Beck, as the necessary places are here for discussing the question, 

and we could if required look at the Ground. I can meet you any day, if you will kindly give me 24 

hours notice of your visit and I remain 



Yours faithfully 

James S. Hyslop  

J C Rollin Esq. 

1 St Nicholas Buildings 

Newcastle on Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/205 

Middleton December 19th 1898 

Way Leave at Eggleshope Mine 

Dear Sir  

Enclosed I beg to hand you copy of my Report on the question of the above Way Leave made to Mr 

Watson March 17th 1896. I cannot think that the Lease contemplated the systematic working of Mr 

Hutchinson’s Royalty on such a large scale through Lord Barnard’s Ground. I think the intention was 

to provide a sufficient supply of air and to get rid of water (and that is the only communication that 

is allowed) any lead brought through Lord Barnard’s property in making such communications to pay 

a penalty of 2d per ton. The clause, however is not clear, and Mr Watson, by referring to his draft 

copy may be possibly be able to give some more information on the matter, as there may be an 

error in the […rossing] of the deed. 

I have written Mr Rollin with respect to Cow Green and after seeing him, will report to you as early 

as possible, and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Fife Esq. 

Raby Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/206-207 

Middleton December 19th 1898 

Way Leave at Eggleshope Mine 

Copy   It is indistinct in places and difficult to read. 

Dear Sir 

Referring to your conversation with me on Saturday last respecting the question of Way Leave for 

minerals conveyed from Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty at Little Eggleshope Mine through Lord Barnard’s 

royalty to the dressing floor also on Lord Barnard’s property, where it is dressed and prepared for 

the smelt mills at Eggleshope, I beg to make the following report. 



Of Course, the question of Way Leave, as you are [aware] has reference, not only to the [pr…tion of 

obt…] and right to convey minerals from one Royalty through another parties’ property or Royalty 

without charge, but it is nearly always  money paid as a consideration for the privilege of working 

minerals which may be on a Royalty, which is not opened out through an adjoining Royalty, which is 

opened out, and thus saving the expenditure of a large amount of capital which would otherwise be 

necessary in order to work the Royalty. In this case the [ore] is at a depth of about 40 fathoms below 

water level and a considerable quantity of pumping is required. In order to work the vein in its 

present position and independent of the Levels in Lord Barnard’s property it would be necessary 

either to sink a shaft from the surface (a distance of about 60 feet) and erect the necessary hauling 

and pumping machinery, with washing floors etc or to drive up the old [Sharnberry] Level, a distance 

of about 450 fathoms and wash the Bouse at the [Sharnberry] washing floors. Taking into account 

the character of the vein and the state of the lead market I do not think the great expense of either 

of these methods would be warranted, and the probability is that the ore would have to remain 

unworked, failing the […….] afforded by the workings on Lord Barnard’s Royalty. 

With regard to the amount of Way Leave, my experience is that the amount varies with the 

circumstances. In the Cleveland Ironstone District I have known way leave from a half penny to 1 ½ 

per ton on Royalties varying from 5d to 10d per ton and I saw that Lord Londonderry made a 

statement a few days ago that the average way leave on coal in the County of Durham was a half-

penny per ton on an average Royalty price of 5d per ton or 10 per cent.  

The Duty on the ore raised at Little Eggleshope last year was £2.0.0 per Bing of Duty Ore, equal to 

2s6d per Bing of Ore raised and taking the above proportion of 10% as a guide, I think a Way Leave 

of three pence (3d) per Bing of Ore raised from Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty to be a fair sum to charge 

and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs W. And W. J. Watson 

Barnard Castle 

He also makes a note of the Duty Royalty from 1896 to 1898 and the Way Leave of 3d per Bing was 

charged.    

NEIMME/ZE/4/208 

Middleton December 22nd 1898 

Cow Green Sett 

Dear Sir  

I beg to enclose for your perusal a memorandum of my interview with you today on the above 

question, and which I think is a faithful representation of what was arrived at. Before sending my 

report in to Mr Fife I shall be glad to hear if the memo meets your approval, and your reply by return 

of post will therefore oblige. After receiving my report I understood that Nr Fife would wish for a 



personal interview with you at which the whole question would be discussed, and definite 

arrangements made. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

J C Rollin Esq. 

P.S. should my memo meet with your views a wire to that effect would enable me to get  

NEIMME/ZE/4/209-211 

December 22nd 1898 

Memorandum of the interview between Mr Rollin and J. S. Hyslop, relative to Cow Green Set 

Some of this report is indistinct and difficult to read. 

Boundary—Beginning at the River Tees where Green Hurth East Boundary joins the river, go along 

said boundary to Bleaklaw [Cu….], thence in a straight line in a N. Easterly direction to the junction of 

Blackhill Sike with Harwood Beck, thence down said Beck in a south-easterly direction to its junction 

with [B…] Sike, thence in a straight line in a south-westerly direction to the foot of Maize Beck at its 

junction with the River Tees hence up the centre of the River Tees in a N. westerly direction to the 

green Hurth East Boundary first above mentioned. 

Area – 2400 acres more or less. 

Submitted to Mr Rollin proposal of special considerations of Lease  

1. With regard to Low Level from as near the Tees level as possible. 

2. Scale for Duty to be on the basis of Gross selling price of Lead Ore per ton at Mine 

Each parcel to be sold by tender, copies of each tender to be sent forthwith to Lessor’s Agent. 

Also submitted proposed Scale of Duty (copy herewith enclosed) 

As I understand Mr Rollin’s proposals, they are as follows  

1. He agrees to the definition of Boundary as above named. 

2. If the Barytes [barites] can only be carted from Cow Green to Middleton Station, Mr Rollin does 

not wish to take a Lease as the cost is prohibitive. 

3. If the bridge at Harwood Beck near Langdon Beck Foot is made sufficiently wide to admit of a 

motor car [tra…..] over it and the road to Cow Green is kept in proper order by Lessor, then Mr 

Rollin is prepared to take a lease for the working of Sulphate of Barytes [barites], Carbonate of 

Barytes [barites], lead ore and Zinc Ore.  

The question of Royalty Dues to be more definitely discussed and decided hereafter. 

Mr Rollin cannot bind himself to put in the Low Water Level at once. His idea is to devote his chief 

present attention to the Barytes [barites] vein, but in the meantime make trials for Lead Ore in other 



veins, and then gradually open out the ground, when the Low Level would follow if the trials should 

warrant the expense.   

With respect to payment of Dues, instead of Lessor taking the Dues on Lead and Zinc ‘in kind’ Mr 

Rollin would prefer to pay the Dues on each parcel in money, such payment made to Lessor 

immediately after the delivery of the respected parcels, the value of each parcel of Duty Ore to be 

the selling price of the Bulk at the mine. (The question of Gross or Nett price to be further 

discussed.) 

Proposed scale of Duty for Lead Ore at Cow Green based on the Gross selling price of Lead Ore at the 

mine. The Gross selling price of Lead ore at the mine is given in a table from under £5.0.0 to above 

£10.10.0. The scale of Duty per Ton of 20cwts is also shown. 

Note Dry means above Free Water Level and Wet means Below Free Water Level. 

James S. Hyslop  

December 22nd 1898 

NEIMME/ZE/4/212 

Middleton December 26th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I have not yet received from you the price of the last parcel of Zinc Ore delivered from Willy Hole in 

November last, and the delay is causing great inconvenience as I am unable to get my account closed 

for the year. Please let me have it by return of post, or state reason why it is not forthcoming and 

oblige. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A T Winship 

NEIMME/ZE/4/213-217 

Middleton December 26th 1898 

London Lead Company Lead Sales for 1898 

Sir 

I have received the details of the above sales which I beg to enclose. The figures in red ink are the 

prices quoted in ’The Daily Graphic’ (which gives a very good market quotation for metals) for the 

respective dates of sale, the average paper price being £12.17.02 per Ton against the Company’s 

stated price of £13.3.8 ½. 

As I stated to you I have no means of checking the Company’s figures on the sales being made at 

their London office, and this has always been unsatisfactory to me. When reporting to Mr Scarth on 



December 9th 1893, the receipt of their price for that year I made the following remarks ‘’ which they 

state to have been £10.4.1 per Ton but I have no means of testing the accuracy of these figures. In 

their advice to me they simply say they have sold 2732 Tons of Pig Lead, and that the value of sales 

at Wharf price is £27878.10.0 which is equal to an average of £10.4.1 as stated above. Before making 

up my Royalty Account Book I beg to ask if it will be right for me to accept these figures as being 

correct.’’ 

On December 19th I wrote as follows ‘’ I beg to enclose a form showing the information required for 

properly checking the London Lead Company’s average price of Pig Lead. As an absolute check, the 

figures ought to be taken from the Company’s Books, but of course it is for you to decide whether 

this is necessary, or whether you would be satisfied to accept the figures rendered by the Company 

as correct. I may point out that it is important that the average should be correct, as the price 

charged per Bing of Duty Ore depends altogether upon it’’ 

I did not get any definite instructions from Mr Scarth, and have therefore accepted the company’s 

returns as the basis of my accounts. It would be most satisfactory if these returns could be properly 

checked, and I enclose a form suggested to me by Mr Scarth, and if you approve of it I think the 

present time is a favourable opportunity for arranging the change, without undue friction. If Lord 

Barnard has a charted accountant in London, probably he would be the most suitable person to take 

out the information required. Messrs Monkhouse Goddard and Company are the auditors for the 

London Lead Company. 

I may add the following particulars for your attention with regard to the Company’s Royalty account 

1 The accounts are based on the average Gross Selling Price of Pig Lead sold by them. No discount to 

be deducted from such price. 

2 According to the Lease I believe the Company are required to furnish Lessor with copy of Contract 

Note for each parcel of Lead sold, but I understand that by an arrangement between Mr Scarth and 

the late Mr Bainbridge it has been the custom for many years past for the Company to supply Mr 

Scarth with a yearly statement showing the quantity of Lead Ore sold and the price realized.  

3 Previous to 1893 the Company simply gave me the average price of their sales, since that year they 

have given me a copy similar to that sent to Raby.  

4 The Gross selling price of Pig Lead for Royalty purposes delivered at Newcastle Wharf or such 

when distances equivalent to this. The Railway [….  ….] Romaldskirk Station, ( where the Lead is on 

rail) to Newcastle is 6/6 per Ton or thereabouts. 

5 I am informed that it is the custom of the Company to quote and [sell] the whole of their Lead 

carriage price to its destination. 

The  Railway Dues are paid at the Middleton office. The Freightage Dues are paid at the London 

office.  

The Railway Dues to Middlebro, [Middlesbrough] where Lead is shipped is about 5/- per ton.          

The Railway Dues to Skipton, (R Fell & Son) where Lead is shipped is about 11/8 per ton.          



The Railway Dues to Salford, (Barnsdale & Company) where Lead is shipped is about 13/4 per ton.          

The Railway Dues to [Barnsley], (Fell & Son) where Lead is shipped is about 9/2 per ton. 

Freightage from Middlebro to London is about 9/2 per Ton. 

6 The Gross Selling Price for our purposes to any place further than Newcastle is represented by The 

price per Ton delivered carriage paid at its destination less the difference between Dues to 

Newcastle (6/8) and the Dues to place of delivery. Thus 

Suppose a parcel sold to Skipton at (say) £11.0.0 per Ton carriage paid, the difference, as stated 

above will be (11/8 – 6/8) 5/- per Ton making a Gross Price for Royalty purposes £10.15.0 per Ton. 

I am afraid that you think this explanation somewhat tedious, but I have thought it my duty to give 

you as good information as I can, and I trust you will excuse the length of this report. 

I have met Mr Rollin and hope to send you my report on the interview by tomorrow’s post, after 

which Mr Rollin will be glad to meet personally at your convenience and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. Fife 

Raby Castle  

There is an example of the London Lead Company’s sales of Pig Lead and the carriage charged.  

NEIMME/ZE/4/218 

Middleton December 28th 1898 

Cow Green Sett 

Sir 

I beg to report to you that I had an interview with Mr Rollin on Thursday last at Middleton. To 

prevent misunderstanding it was arranged for me to forward Mr Rollin a note of the interview, 

which I did on Friday (copy of letter enclosed and also Mr Rollin’s reply). I have not as yet heard from 

him, but I now beg to enclose you memorandum of the interview for your consideration.  

The question of the Low Level is important, as in addition to a more thorough opening out of the 

ground, the amount of Dues would be considerably greater. Thus assuming a produce of 1000 Bings 

of Lead Ore with the price of Lead Ore at £8.0.0 per Ton, the difference between being above Water 

Level and below Water Level would be about £53. I understood Mr Fernean would be willing to put 

this Level in, but had nothing in writing from him. The other points appear to be a matter of 

arrangements. 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 



H.L. Fife 

Raby Castle 

P.S. Should I hear from Mr Rollin tomorrow I will forward his letter to you.       

NEIMME/ZE/4/219 

Middleton December 19th 1898 

Cow Green Mining Sett 

Copy 

Dear Sir  Referring to your letter of 14 inst I have had an opportunity of submitting the same to Mr 

Fife the newly appointed Chief Agent for Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate. He wishes me to have an 

interview with you re the above matter and after receiving my report, he would then be in a position 

to enter any negotiations with you, with a view to arranging a Lease of the Ground. If you can make 

it convenient I would suggest that our interview take place either at Middleton or Langdon Beck as 

the necessary place are here for discussing the question and we could if required look at the Ground. 

I can meet you any day if you will kindly give me 24 hours’ notice of any visit and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop    

 Middleton December 22nd 1898 

Cow Green Sett 

Copy 

Dear Sir  

I beg to enclose for your perusal a memorandum of my interview with you today on the above 

question, and which I think is a faithful representation of what was arrived at. Before sending my 

report in to Mr Fife I shall be glad to hear if the memo meets your approval, and your reply by return 

of post will therefore oblige. After receiving my report I understood that Mr Fife would wish for a 

personal interview with you at which the whole question would be discussed, and definite 

arrangements made. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/220-222 

Memorandum of interview between Mr Rollin and J. S. Hyslop in respect of Cow Green Royalty 

Boundary—Beginning at the River Tees where Green Hurth East Boundary joins the river, go along 

said boundary to Bleak Law [Cu…ck], thence in a straight line in a N. Easterly direction to the junction 

of Black Hill Sike with Harwood Beck, thence down said Beck in a south-easterly direction to its 



junction with [B…cks] Sike, thence in a straight line in a south-westerly direction to the foot of Maize 

Beck at its junction with the River Tees hence up the centre of the River Tees in a N. westerly 

direction to the green Hurth East Boundary first above mentioned. 

Area – 2400 acres more or less. 

Submitted to Mr Rollin proposal of special considerations of Lease  

1. With regard to the driving of a Low Level as near the level of the Tees as possible. 

2. Scale for Duty to be on the basis of Gross selling price of Lead Ore per Ton at Mine 

3 Each parcel to be sold by tender, copies of each tender to be sent forthwith to Lessor or his 

Agent. 

4 Proposed Scale of Duty for Lead Ore (copy below) 

As I understand Mr Rollin’s proposals, they are as follows  

1. He agrees to the definition of Boundary as above named. 

2. He is paying 5/- per ton for carting but he says his men have applied for an advance of 1/- per 

Ton. If the only measure of transit is by cart Mr Rollin said he did not wish to have a Lease as the 

cost is prohibitive. 

2. If the bridge at Harwood Beck near Langdon Beck Foot is made sufficiently wide to admit of 

a motor car travelling over it and the road is kept in proper order by Lessor, then Mr Rollin is 

prepared to take a lease for the working of Sulphate of Barytes [barites], Carbonate of 

Barytes [barites], lead ore and Zinc Ore.  

The question of Royalty Dues to be more definitely discussed and decided hereafter. 

Low Water Level - Mr Rollin cannot bind himself to put in the Low Water Level at once. His idea is to 

devote his chief present attention to the Barytes [barites] vein, but in the meantime make trials for 

Lead Ore in other veins, and then gradually open out the ground, when the Low Level would follow if 

the trials should warrant the expense.   

Dues - With respect to payment of Dues, instead of Lessor taking the Dues on Lead and Zinc ‘in kind’ 

Mr Rollin would prefer to pay the Dues on each parcel in money, such payment made to Lessor 

immediately after the delivery of the respected parcels, the value of each parcel of Duty Ore to be 

the selling price of the Bulk at the mine. The question of discount to be further discussed. 

There is a proposed scale of Duty for Lead Ore at Cow Green based on the Gross Selling price of Lead 

at the mine. It gives a table when the gross selling price of Lead Ore at the mine ranges from under 

£5.0.0 to above £10.10.0 

James S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/223 

Middleton December 28th 1898 



Dear Sir 

By parcel post today I return papers relating to Teesdale Mines, which I have looked over and 

arranged. I shall be glad if you will kindly acknowledge their safe receipt, and wishing your family the 

compliments of the season I remain 

Your truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Garthwaite 

Staindrop  

NEIMME/ZE/4/224 

Middleton December 28th 1898 

Willy Hole Zinc Ore 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter for which I am obliged. I am sorry you cannot give me the 

price of the last parcel of Zinc Ore from Willy Hole, as my accounts need to be closed tomorrow 

night, and this parcel ought to be enclosed in the year’s accounts. Should you be able to give me this 

information tomorrow by wire, I shall be much obliged, and wish the compliments of the season. I 

remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A T Winship 

Newcastle on Tyne  

NEIMME/ZE/4/225 

Middleton December 30th 1898 

Dear Sir 

I shall be glad if you can inform me if any decision has been made as to what I must charge the 

London Lead Company for Way Lead at Little Eggleshope, 2d per Ton or 2d per Bing? Mr Fife 

intended to enquire into the matter. If you could send me a wire in the morning I would get my 

accounts away tomorrow. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Garthwaite 



Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/226-228 

Abstract of workmen employed and the Quantity of Lead Ore etc raised in the Manor of Middleton, 

with the amount of money, for and during the year ending 31st October 1898. 

 Number of men employed Quantity of minerals raised 

Name of 
mine 

Getting 
ore 

Dead 
work 

labourers washers total Lead ore 
Bings  c 

Zinc ore 
Tons  c 

Barytes 
[barites] 
Tons   c 

Little 
Eggleshope 

34 5 16 28 83 1452  4   

Wire Gill 
(top 
workings) 

     792   

Wire Gill 
(sump 
workings) 

49 5 22 34 110 1539  4   

Coldberry 
(waste 
cuttings) 

   4 4 96  2   

Lodge Sike 
(waste 
cuttings) 

   2 2 24   

Hudershope 
Head (trials) 

 4   4    

Parkins Hush 
(trials) 

 4   4    

Ladies Rake 13 6 11 9 39 906 4   

Total for 
Lead 
Company 

96 24 49 77 246 4810  6   

 

It gives the rate of Duty for ore sold, the price per bing or ton and the amount of money due. It also 

gives the London Lead Company’s gross average price for Pig Lead sold during the year ending 31st 

October 1898. 

 Number of men employed Quantity  

Bye Mines Getting 
Ore 

Dead 
work 

labourers washers total Lead 
ore   
bings  
c 

Zinc 
ore  
tons  
c   

Barytes 
[barites
] tons c  

Willy Hole lead         

Willy Hole zinc 4 3  5 12  27 3  

Willy Hole zinc       28  
16 

 

Pike Law lead         

[flushinmere
] 

Barytes 
[barites] 

1    1    



Cow Green  Barites 
[barites] 

6    6   335  16 

Dirt Pit zinc 2    2    

Grass  Hill lead         

 

It gives the rate of Duty for ore sold, the price per bing or ton and the amount of money due. 

Remarks  Green Hill is not working for lead. Jas. C. Bell, George Collinson and William Lee have done 

nothing this year. Mr Fernean made no deliveries of zinc ore in 1898.  

Details from Green Hurth Mine are given. They include the parcels completed and the prices raised. 

James S. Hyslop  December 31st 1898 

NEIMME/ZE/4/229 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

Way Leave at Eggleshope 

Dear Sir 

Your letter re the above is to hand, for which I am obliged. I am sorry I cannot come to Barnard 

Castle as I have to meet Mr Fife at Middleton on that day. I may however say that the clause in 

question occurs in the Company’s Lease for No 2 plot (dated 20 July 1869) and also in the extension 

dated 31st December 1888, and which is endorsed on the back of the No 2 Lease. I am not sure of 

the exact wording but is somewhat as follows 

‘’Lessees should not make any communication between any vein of Lead within the Ground hereby 

[de…ed] and any vein of lead lying in adjoining Manors on (except sufficient passage for air and 

water) and to pay a penalty of 2d per Ton of Lead which shall be carried through such 

communication.’’ 

The underscoring is mine, and the question is whether the clause gives the Company power to 

systematically work Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty through the opening which has been made out of Lord 

Barnard’s Royalty, or whether the clause referred in any way to the question of  Way Leave?  And I 

remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs W & W J Watson 

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/230 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

H L Fife esq 



Staindrop. 

Sir 

I beg to hand you my Royalty account for Teesdale Mines for the year ending 31st December 1898. I 

have forwarded the following statement of account to 

 Messers  J. C. Swan & Co £124.2.10 for Duty sold to them from Green Hurth.  

Messrs the Hedworth Barium Co £8.7.11 for Royalty on Barytes [barites] (Cow Green)  

The Grass Hill Mining Co £10.6.10 for Royalty on Zinc ore from Willy Hole. 

Also Miss Longmire £2.2.0 for Royalty on Freestone quarry at High Dike. 

I have kept the London Lead Company account book until I have the opportunity of seeing you on 

Wednesday next and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/231-232 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

Dear Sir 

Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth during 

year 1898, and I am to request you to be good enough to remit the amount £124.2.10 to H L Fife 

Esq, Raby Estate office, Staindrop on or before the 14th inst, and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs J C Swan & co 

Newcastle on Tyne   

A table is then given detailing the quantity of Duty Ore sold, the price per ton, and the amount of 

money due. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/233 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

Dear Sir 

Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Royalty due from you to Lord Barnard in 

respect of Barytes [barites] got at Cow Green Mine, during the year ending 31st December 1898. I am 

to request you to be good enough to remit the amount £8.11.7 to H L Fife Esq, Raby Estate office, 

Staindrop on or before the 14th inst, and I remain 



Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs The Hedworth Barium Co 

Newcastle on Tyne 

A table is then given detailing the Royalty on Sulphate of Barytes [barites] sent away from Cow 

Green Mine during the year ending 31st December 1898 

NEIMME/ZE/4/234 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

Dear Sir 

Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Royalty due from you to Lord Barnard in 

respect of Zinc Ore  got at Willy Hole Mine, during the year ending 31st December 1898. I am to 

request you to be good enough to remit the amount £10.6.10 to H L Fife Esq, Raby Estate office, 

Staindrop on or before the 14th inst, and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

A T winship Esq 

Messrs The Grass Hill Mine & Co  

St Nicholas Buildings 

Newcastle 

A table is then given detailing the Royalty on Zinc Ore sent away from Willy Hole Mine during the 

year ending 31st December 1898 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/235 

Middleton January 2nd 1899 

Dear Miss Longmire 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty account due to Lord Barnard in respect of Quarry at High Dike for 

the year ending 31st December 1898. I am to request you to be good enough to remit the amount 

£2.2.0 to H L Fife Esq, Raby Estate office, Staindrop on or before the 14th inst, and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 



High Dike 

Middleton 

A table is then given detailing the Royalty due to the Lord of the Manor in respect of Freestone 

Quarry at High Dike for the year ending 31st December 1898 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/236-239 

Middleton January 4th 1899 

1 enclosure viz Form of [‘’Tacknote’’] 

Cow Green Mining Sett 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 31st inst respecting the above, and having had the 

opportunity of laying the same before Mr Fife, I am instructed to write you further on the matter. 

1 I think the Boundary may be assessed as being practically satisfactory. 

2 With regard to your remarks respecting the point near Cauldron Snout, I presume any extra 

Ground you might require outside of the proposed [line …..] to be near the River Tees, and Mr Fife 

would be prepared to grant you every reasonable facility for [effect…] utilizing the water power of 

the River. At the same time it must be thoroughly understood that Lord Barnard only grants the use 

of the water in the River Tees subject to any regulations and restrictions which may be adopted by 

the Tees Conservancy Board and Lessee must make all arrangements with the said Board (and 

indemnify Lord Barnard against all action and all expenses therewith  for pollution etc) […] any 

special arrangements to be found necessary during the [cont…] of this proposed Lease 

3 With regard to Roads the Lessee will be allowed to make any roads which may be necessary for the 

due working of the Sett, but the position and route of such roads shall be subject to the approval in 

writing of the Lesser. 

4 Low Level The question of a Low Water Level as proposed, being of essential importance for the 

effective opening out of their Ground, Mr Fife is of the opinion that this should be done, but he is 

willing to waive the matter for the present. In the event of a renewal of the Lease being desired, the 

[ driving] of this level would have to be considered.    

5 Duty  We are prepared as I informed you before to take the Duty ‘’in kind’’ (as in the case of 

neighbouring mines) in which case in which case its value to us would of course be its price at the 

mine. We are in a position to dispose of our Duty ore without any reduction for Discount or 

Commission. As a matter of convenience and preference to you, we are however willing to adopt 

your suggestion by allowing you to render us the Duty in money instead of ‘’in kind’’, but the price 

must be on the old arrangement, viz clear of all expenses except carriage. A memorandum of the 

price of each parcel must be given to the Lessees Agent before the parcel is lifted, and a half-yearly 

certificate from Messrs Monkhouse and Goddard as to price would be satisfactory to us. 



6 Method of Selling  Your suggestion may be adopted in principle subject to above [p…ations] in 

respect of price. 

7 Time of Payment A certain time must be fixed for payment and Mr Fife suggests that payment be 

made within 14 days of the delivery of each parcel.  

8 Scale of Duty Mr Fife has considered your statement with regard to the extra expense of dealing 

with Lead ore in conjunction with Barytes [barites] so far as washing is concerned, but as there will 

probably not be so much Barytes [barites] in any proper lead bearing veins which may be discovered, 

I am instructed to say that he is willing to reduce the scale I submitted to you, one point in your 

favour, over the whole Royalty or Sett, which he thinks amply meet the case. This will make the scale 

read 1/13 where it now reads 1/12 and 1/14 instead of 1/13 and so on. 

9 Barytes [barites] the Duty on Sulphate of Barytes [barites] will be 6d per Ton as arranged by the 

late Mr Scarth, but with regard to the use of a motor, and the greatly increased amount of traffic, 

which would be involved by the granting of a Lease for the working of Lead and Zinc ores, in addition 

to the Barytes [barites] first arranged for, Mr Fife does not see his way to undertake to keep the road 

in repair entirely at Lord Barnard’s expense for all possible traffic which may arise from the working 

of the Sett. He would however agree to provide the necessary road metal, if you will find the 

expense of leading and laying it on, 

10 With regard to any Carbonate of Barytes [barites] which may be found in the Sett, after taking 

into consideration the relative values of Sulphate and Carbonate of Barytes [barites], Mr Fife is of 

the opinion that Two Shillings (2/-) per Ton (Rough or Ground) will be a reasonable rate of Royalty. 

11 The amount of Royalty for Barytes [barites] to be paid in January of each year for the previous 

year’s deliveries made up to the 31st December in each year. 

12 I beg to enclose a copy of the ‘’Tack Note’’ used on the Estate for your information and which 

contains a general abstract of the clauses usually inserted in Lord Barnard’s Mineral Leases with 

regard to the minimum number of good miners to be permanently employed in work on the Sett, 

and which is usually eight. I am instructed by Mr Fife to say that at least two of those 8 men must be 

permanently employed in exploring work. This is an essential point and the exact proportion can be 

discussed hereafter. 

After you have considered the above, and in the case of your deciding to ask for a Lease, I am 

requested to state that Mr Fife will be prepared to grant you a Lease of the Sett for the working of 

Lead ore, Zinc ore and Carbonate and Sulphate of Barytes [barites] for a term of seven years 

(7years). If desired he will be glad to have a personal interview with you at High Force, but he is 

afraid he will not be able to fix such interview before the early part of February, and I beg to remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

J. C. Rollin Esq.  

1, St. Nicholas Building  



Newcastle on Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/240 

Middleton January 6th 1899 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 4th inst. from which I note you have sent cheque to Mr 

Fife for Royalty Dues at Cow Green.  

I have also received the sample of Irish Barytes [barites] for which I am very greatly obliged. It will 

form a valued addition to my mineral case which I take a great interest in. I have been so very much 

engaged since I saw you, that I have not been able to send you the report on Cow Green I names to 

you, but I will try to have a copy made in the next day or two, and I remain with many thanks,  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

J. C. Rollin 

Newcastle on Tyne.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/241-243 

Middleton January 6th 1899 

Royalty Account for 1898 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand your statement of account between the London Lead Company and Lord 

Barnard for Royalty Dues on Lead Ore [raised] in the Manor of Middleton during year ending 31st 

October 1898. I also beg to enclose account for wayleave of Lead ore [raised] in Mr Hutchinson’s 

Royalty at Little Eggleshope Mines and conveyed to surface through Lord Barnard’s Royalty during 

the years ending 31st October 1897 and 31st October 1898. I am instructed to request you to be kind 

enough and remit the amount to H. L. Fife Esq. Raby Estate Office, Staindrop in due course and I 

remain 

Yours faithfully 

James S. Hyslop 

Jonathan Hunt Esq 

London Lead Company Office 

Middleton  

The mines are named as Little Eggleshope, Wire Gill (top workings and sump workings), Coldberry 

and Skears, Lodge Sike and Ladies Rake which provide the Royalties due on Lead ore from the 



London Lead company. The quantity of Lead ore raised, the quantity of Duty Ore, price per bing and 

the amount of money due are given.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/244 

Middleton January 6th 1899 

Teesdale Mines Royalty Account for 1898 

Dear Sir 

I have now been able to get all my Royalty Accounts for 1898 sent away, and herewith beg to hand 

you copies of the [various] accounts. 

The London Lead Company [(l..)] £850.18.1 and The London Lead Company Way Leave £10.8.5 total 

£861.6.6. 

The Grasshill Mining Company, Zinc from Willy Hole £10.6.10 

The Hedworth Barium Company, Barytes [barites] from Cow Green, £8.7.11 

j. C. Swan and Company for Duty Lead Ore from Green Hurth, £124.2.10 

Miss Longmire, Freestone Quarry at High Dike, £2.2.0 

The total is £10006.6.1 and I remain 

Yours truly 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/245 

Middleton January 7th 1899 

Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you order for Ord [Ordnance] Maps. I should like to have the maps forwarded 

to me as soon as you possibly can as they are somewhat urgently required by Mr Fife, successor to 

the late Mr Scarth as Chief Agent for Lord Barnard. 

The following 6’’ ordnance maps for the County of Durham, viz sheets 31 and 39 mounted on linen in 

one map, sheets 32, 40 and 46 mounted on linen in one map, one roll of good strong tracing paper 

about [..] wide, 1 cake w. & h water colour ‘’Gamboge’’ and I bottle of good indian ink. 

Yours truly James S. Hyslop 

Messrs Hills & Co. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/246-247 



Middleton January 10th 1899 

[2 copies of the same letter, one of which is very faint] 

Dear Sir 

I beg to hand you names respecting area & of Middleton Parish, which I trust will be satisfactory to 

you. I do not know the [wt] of sheep on Ettersgill, Pike Laws and Hudeshope Common, but I will 

ascertain this and will inform you afterwards. 

With regard to mining correspondence at Staindrop office, I feel sure from what I have seen, that it 

will contain a great deal of information, which if carefully arranged would be of great value to you in 

thoroughly understanding and dealing with the question of Teesdale Mining. A considerable portion 

will probably be quite useless, but in any case should be examined not to [….], anything at all likely 

to be of use. My idea is to put all the papers dealing with any one question together, make an 

abstract of the different parcels, and an index to these abstracts, by which means any paper could 

be found without trouble or loss of time. As I named to you, I shall be glad with your permission to 

go over the papers and as it will take a considerable amount of time, if I had them here, I could 

devote my spare time to their arrangement and get it done sooner, and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. Fife 

Staindrop  

 NEIMME/ZE/4/248-249 

Middleton January 10th 1899 

Memorandum respecting the accounts of the parish of Middleton in Teesdale 

township 
Land 

Name of 
common 

area remarks 

 Enclosed 
land           
area 

Unenclosed 
moorland    
area 

Total 
area of 
land        
area 

Water     
area 

Roads     
area 

Grand 
total area 

   

Forest and 
Frith 

5891 0 5 11703 0  16 17594 0  
21 

82  3 
12 

31 1 
25 

17705 1 18 Ettersgill 1027 Let to Ettergill 
tenant under a 
committee of 
management 

Langdon 3876 2 
39 

Let with 
[anceance] 
Lodge Farm to 
Mr F E Gibson 
(limited to 500 
sheep) 

Great 
common 
[…] 

251 3 32  4855 acres Let 
to Harwood and 
Forest tenants 
under a 
committee 
about 1500 
sheep   

Harwood 878 1 28  

West 
common 

3755 2 8  



Back 
common 

1357  Let with Widdy 
Bank Farm to 
Mr John Gibson 

Grasshill 
allotment 

555 3 8  Let to Thomas 
Watson as 
tenant in lieu of 
his right to run 
sheep on open 
fell 

        11703 16  
Newbiggin  3195 2 

18 
1410 1 36 4606 

014 
27 1 24 26 2 

36 
4660 1 4 Pike Law 

Common 
1410 1 
36 

Let to 
Newbiggin 
tenants under a 
committee 

Middleton  6282 1 
10 

4094 3 35 10377 1 
5  

58 1 29 61 0 
11 

10496 3 5  Hudeshope  1796 1 
19 

Let to 
Middleton 
tenants under a 
committee 

       Middle End 2298 2 
16 

Let with Middle 
End Farm to Mr 
J Robinson 
(limited to 500 
sheep) 

Total area of 
the Manor of 
Middleton 

15368 3 
33 

17208 2 7 32577 2 168 2 
35 

119 0 
32 

328565 1 
27 

 17208 2 
7 

 

Egglestone 2697 0 
23 

5260 1 12 7957 1 
38 

62  24 53 2 
11 

8073  30 Egglestone 
Common 

5260 1 
12 

Let to Mr 
Hutchinson’s 
tenants under a 
committee 

Total area of 
the 
Ecclesiastical 
Parish of 
Middleton 

18066 0 
16 

22468 3 19 404534 
3 35 

230 3 
19 

172 3 
3 

48938 2 17    

 

Sheep taken off the moors from November 20th to March 1st each year. 

James S. Hyslop  January 9th 1899 

   

NEIMME/ZE/4/250 

Middleton January 12th 1899 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and also the Parcel of Mining correspondence, which 

shall have my best attention and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S Hyslop 

H. L. Fife 

Staindrop  

NEIMME/ZE/4/251 



Middleton January 13th 1899 

Dear Sir 

I am in receipt of the following 6’’ Ordnance Maps of Durham 

Sheet 40 N.E S.E. and N.W. 

Sheet 46 N.E. and S.E. 

Sheet 32 N.E. N.W. S.E. and N.W. 

Sheet 39 S.E. N.E. and N.W 

Sheet 31 N.W. N.E. S.W. and N.E. 

Sheet 29 N.W. and S.W. 

I am sorry to say they are no use for the purpose I want them for. What I require is the whole sheets 

31 and 39 mounted in one piece and the whole sheets 32, 40 and 46 mounted in one piece. I 

presume the unrevised plans can still be got, (so if the revised edition is not issued in whole sheets) 

please send me them as early as possible on mounts as above. Please advise me what must be done 

with the maps you have sent and oblige.  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

P.S. I find the sheet No 29 should have been XXX (30) which please send.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/252 

Middleton January 16th 1899 

Dear Sir 

As I understand that this is the time when you deal with the salaries of your employees I venture 

respectfully to approach you with regard to my son, who as you are aware is in receipt of 6/- per 

week. I cannot help feeling that this amount considering his age (20 next month) is very small, and as 

you have had an opportunity of testing his ability and otherwise of his general merit, I trust you will 

consider his case as favourably as you possibly can. It is not for me to judge as to the kind and quality 

of work he is doing as compared with what would be expected from a young boy say of 15 years of 

age going into this office – that is for you to do – but I honestly believe he is trying his best to give 

you satisfaction and I hope successfully. Trusting you will pardon my troubling you, and with every 

confidence that you will treat the case with justice and equity, I beg to remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

T. Waddington  



NEIMME/ZE/4/253 

Middleton January 16th 1899 

My Dear Willy 

I have written to Mr W. [Waddington] and enclose copy of my letter for your information. I [s….] 

know how to write, so as to avoid giving offence, but I think the enclosed may perhaps do some 

good, and cannot do any harm. If you think it would be prudent you can show it to Mr Ogle, but this I 

must leave with you. Probably Mr W. [Waddington] will enquire into the nature of your work from 

Mr O. [Ogle] and the question is whether it would be advisable to give him the tip, so that he might 

be prepared – you know the […] I don’t, so use your own judgement. In hast with best love 

Your affectionate father 

James S. Hyslop 

W. A. Hyslop      

NEIMME/ZE/4/254 

Middleton January 16th 1899 

Memo re. Rates on Shooting in Forest Township 

Sir  

Mr Jacob Scott, overseer for the Township of Forest and Frith called upon me on Saturday, and 

asked me to give him the area of that part of Langdon Common included in Mr Clutterbuck’s 

shooting ground, with a view to the adjustment of the rates between that gentleman and Captain 

Hunter. The area is 1306 acres, and the area of Langdon Common being shown at 3905 acres in the 

Rate Book leaves 2599 acres chargeable to Captain Hunter.  

At Mr Scarth’s request I calculated this area (1306) and I think I put it on a plan of the Moor which I 

made for Captain Hunter at the beginning of last season. I beg to send you this memorandum in case 

the question should come before you and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. Fife 

Staindrop  

NEIMME/ZE/4/255 

Middleton in Teesdale 

Darlington 

January 16th 1899 



I shall be glad if you will kindly quote me price of your [ 10’’ 5’’] [[…]  bricks delivered at Middleton 

Station. 

Also […..     …..  …. .. ] if you make it. 

Can you tell me how many of the bricks go to the […..  …. ….] amount. By doing so you will oblige 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

[M…  ….] The Scoria Brick Company 

Middleton 

[the following letter is indistinct in places]  

Middleton January 19th 1899 

Dear Sir 

The following are the sizes of the openings for which Ranges are required, viz. 

No. 1 3’ 11 ½’’ wide by 4’ 3’’ high 

No. 2 3’ 6 3/8 wide by 4’ 3 7/8 high 

No. 3 4’ 6 ½ wide by 4’ 3 ¾ high  

[… … ] were to ascertain prices for full [… …] [other … .] boiler 

[…] also price without boiler. My own […] boiler complete and I shall [….  …. … ] Please let me have 

the prices by Saturday morning at the latest, as we have a meeting at 1 o’clock on Saturday. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Downes      

NEIMME/ZE/4/256 

Middleton January 19th 1899 

Dear Sir 

The committee for the management of the Poor House property in Middleton are anxious to provide 

more closet accommodation for their tenants, and would like to have your advice on the matter. 

They have a special meeting on Saturday next the 21st inst at my office at one o’clock. Could you 

conveniently arrange to meet them on that day? Please drop me a line in the meantime to say if you 

think you can be here. With the compliments of the season. 

Yours truly 



James S. Hyslop 

Mr Graham 

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/257 

Middleton January 19th 1899 

Dear Sir 

Herewith I beg to return Messrs Hill & Co. and Atkinson accounts which I have examined and 

certified accordingly. I was down at Barnard Castle yesterday and got a book from Atkinson’s foe 

entering mining correspondence in and an office inkstand, but in future I will attend to your request 

to Messrs Hill & Co. 

I note you have not yet received Messrs J. C. Swan and the Grasshill & Co. Royalty Dues. Last year I 

believe Swan & Co. did not pay till March, which out of all [reason] as they get a good deal of credit 

during the year. The Duty ore was sold and delivered by them in the early part of November, and I 

have received their money for it long since. In my […] I requested that the amount should be 

remitted on or before 14th January, but I have had no acknowledgement of the receipt of my letters. 

Shall I write again? Or perhaps it would be better for you to do so. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Garthwaite 

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/258-261 

Middleton January 19th 1899 

Blue Bell Alterations 

Dear Sir 

Stable Fittings – In order to make sure of the cost of these, as my catalogue was issued some time 

since, I have got a special quotation, which is as follows 

2 no. 204 strong manger (as shown to your plan) £6.6.0 

3 No. 273 large corner manger (as shown to your plan) @ 22/6 £3.7.6  

3 extra strong W. J. Racks (as shown to your plan £2.18.6.  Total £12.12.0 

The makers do not make them Galvanized and object to them – they say they are bad to keep clean, 

but can do them if required at an extra cost of 11/6 for each for the no.204 mangers and 14/6 for 

the 3 corner mangers, total £14.9.6. 



In considering the matter over I think the style of mangers we have put in the large stable is neatly 

made would be quite good enough for the 2 stalled stable and would give you every satisfaction.  

A wood manger in Horse Boxes and Hay Rack overhead would be amply sufficient. Allinson says he 

can make a good job of them for the sum of £6.10.0. If you thought proper the saving could be used 

for putting a loft over horses in large stable which would be very useful for storing materials used on 

your estate and would improve the stable. 

Yard – To make a perfect job the whole of the yard should be paved, but this would mean a heavy 

cost. Failing this I would submit the following – that portion of the yard from Bainbridge [Corner] to 

Cleveland Arms be paved full width, and [….] 100 square yards.  

The portion from corner of […] to south east of Bainbridge’s Ware House to be also paved full width 

containing 114 square yards, and a paved footpath along front of our stables to door at top of yard – 

40 square yards. Total paving 254 square yards. The remainder of the yard (about 262 square yards) 

to be properly levelled to required depth and to have a good 4’’ coat of 1 ½ Whin chippings. 

Materials [Ord] and Maddison quote 4’’x5’’ Whin Setts at 15/3 per ton at quarry and estimate that a 

ton paves 3 ¼ square yards. I have got a quotation for Slag Bricks 10’’x5’’x3 ½ from [Cargs Fleet] near 

Middlesbrough, which if properly laid form a neater [indistinct ……] a job as whin. I laid many square 

yard of these bricks down for Back Streets 17 or 18 years ago and they are as good today as when 

they were put down. They are laid with joints of about ½ inch on 3’’ or 4’’ of fine stuff, and the joints 

well grouted with [c….] concrete well brushed in and then brushed over with good sharp sand. The 

price for laying and concrete was 6d per yard, but it may be a little more over here. 

Below I give a comparison cost as follows 

4’’x5’’ Setts – price at quarry 15/3 per ton, leading from quarry 1/- per ton total 16/3 per ton divided 

by 3 ¾ =4/4 per square yard. Paving and trimming with tar and pitch say 8 per square yard ==5/- 

10’’x5’’x3 ½ Slag Bricks @ works 11/5 per ton, Carriage to Middleton Station 4/6 per ton, Lead from 

the Station 1/- per ton = 16/11 per ton divided by 5 ½ = 3/1 per square yard, paving and concrete say 

8d per square yard = 3/9 per square yard. 

The total area of the yard including entrance is 516 square yards. Cost of material and labour of 

paving as suggested 254 square yards 4x5 whin at 3 5/8 = £65.10.0; 254 square yards slag bricks at 

3/9 = £47.12.6: difference £15.17.6 

To these figures must be added the cost of excavating and leading away surplus soil which I estimate 

at 67 cubic yards at say 2/- per cubic =£6.14.0 say 5 pounds for small whin scree for that =£5.0.0 = 

£11.14.0. 

Excavating remainder of yard an average of 6’’ deep, 44 square yards at 2/- per yard = £4.8.0 say £10 

for 4’’ cover of 1 ½ whin chippings = £10.0.0 total = £14.8.0. 

Total paving with Whin £63.10.0 +11.14.0 + 14.8.0 = £89.12.0. 

Total paving for Slag Bricks £47.12.6 + 11.14.0 + 14.8.0 =£73.14.6 



To pave the whole yard 

516 square yards at 5/3 for whin £129.0.0 +11.14.0 + 9.8.0 = £150.2.0 
516 square yards at 3/9 for slag bricks £96.15.0 +11.14.0 + 9.8.0 =£117.11.0 

To which add £5 for unseen work which may crop up. Also allow for alterations to Bainbridge’s 

stable floor level, altering doors etc. to be done by day.  

Collinson’s wish to do their work by time and not by tender. If you wish it, I will give you my idea of 

this when you are at Middleton.  

Some time ago Mr R .W. Raine, chemist of Middleton called upon me to ask if I thought you would 

be disposed to sell the premises now occupied by the Smiths and my sister. Shortly after this he 

called again to inform me that he had bought Mr Horsefield’s property between Mr Smith’s and the 

Cleveland Arms, but was anxious to obtain a right of way through Smith’s yard for a road to the 

Backside. I told him I could not give him any information at all on the matter and that he had better 

name the matter to you personally. He said that he wished me to treat what he had said as 

confidential, and I have not mentioned it to a soul, but as I understand it, it has been said in the 

Town that[ Mr Hyde] was going to get Mr Raine a road through ‘’our yard’’. I presume Mr Raine has 

not been as discrete. I name it to you now so that you may be informed of the matter, should you 

see Mr Raine.  

I named the wall to Mr Ford – he said there might be some difficulty, as it would be necessary to get 

a faculty from the Bishop. I pointed out to him that the wall was practically down, and I am to make 

him a sketch to send to the Bishop, which I will do as soon as possible, if agreeable to you. I scarcely 

think the benefit you will receive will be worth the expense of building 25 or 30 yards of wall.  By 

putting in footings where required the Back Lane can be lowered sufficiently, and Mr Parkin, the 

Highway Surveyor will meet me one day to arrange. 

I have written this report, so you may have a better opportunity of considering the several points. 

Apologising for the length I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Chas [Charles] R. Rivington Esq.at Middleton        

NEIMME/ZE/4/262 
 
Middleton January 19th 1899 

Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your quotation for Slag Bricks which I should like to introduce into this part of the 

country, but I find the carriage is very heavy, being about 36/- or 37/- per 1000. I should be glad if 

you will quote me for Rough Slag also for Broken Slag, say 2” 2 ½” and 3”. 

Yours truly  



James S. Hyslop 

P.S. please say if you make the bricks at your [Tees] Bridge Works? The [R.. ….] I have got are from 

[Cary] and Fleet – possibly they would not be so heavy from Stockton – would it be possible for you 

to get a less rate? 

Messrs The Tees Scoria Brick Company  

NEIMME/ZE/4/263 
 
Middleton January 20th 1899 

Dear Sir 

I am glad to hear from Mr Race that you have got the Green Hurth Parcel of ore price £8.11.9 at [.% 

due] 

The recent heavy rains have damaged the road near [Outbyside], but Mr Hope will have men there 

to repair it beginning next week. Mr Race thought that if the weather is favourable the quantity 

would be laid by Thursday next, and suggested Monday week the 30th as the days to lift but if you 

would like it sooner and will arrange for so many of your costs as possible to go, I should think that 

you might get it on Thursday or Friday next. Please let me know your decision as I should like to go 

up and oblige 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Stoddart 

Blackton Mill 

NEIMME/ZE/4/264 
 
Middleton January 31st 1899 

Dear Sir 

I beg to inform you that the first parcel (25 tons) of Lead Ore from Green Hurth Mine for this year 

has been sold to the London Lead Company at £8.11.9 per Ton at Mine. I was over on Friday last 

lifting the parcel, and I presume the Duty Ore, Four Bings 4cwts must be delivered to Messrs J. C. 

Swan and Co as usual.  

I have been at Coldberry Mine today lifting 26 Bings of waste cutting ore, and I understand the 

deputation from the Court of Directors are expected at Middleton tomorrow, and I remain 

Your obedient servant  

James S. Hyslop  

H. L. Fife 



Staindrop    

NEIMME/ZE/4/265 
 
Middleton February 2nd 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

Referring to my letter to you of the 20th inst I shall be glad to hear from you as to the price of Broken 

Slag etc and remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs The Tees Scoria Brick Co. 

Middlesbrough  

NEIMME/ZE/4/266 
 
Middleton February 8th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

I beg to inform you that I have calculated the area of Shooting Ground in Teesdale, which I find to be 

as follows 

Leased to Captain Hunter in Forest and Frith 13163 acres 

Leased to Mr Clutterbuck in Teesdale 15568 acres 

ground belonging to other owners and not taken by Lord Barnard 4134 acres Total 32,865. 

The above figure are not absolutely correct, but for all practical purposes they may be taken as a 

near approximation, and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. Fife 

At High Force 

  

NEIMME/ZE/4/266 
 
Middleton February 13th 1899 

Area of Mining Setts in Teesdale 

Name of Sett township Leased to Area acres 

Ashgill Head Forest and Frith  London Lead Company 1747 



Willy Hole  Forest and Frith J. S. Byers 848 

Green Hurth Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Co 1283 

Dubby Sike Forest and Frith  439 

Cow Green Forest and Frith  2150 

Widdy Bank Forest and Frith  1905 

Grass Hill Forest and Frith  1150 

Langdon Forest and Frith  3031 

Forest Sett Forest and Frith  3324 

Plot laying between Harwood 
Beck and Alston Road and 
extending from [Herdship] to 
Langdon Beck 

Forest and Frith  611 

No 1 Plot Newbiggin and 
Middleton 

London Lead Company 4312 

No 2 Plot Newbiggin and 
Middleton 

London Lead Company 4747 

No 3 Plot Newbiggin and 
Middleton 

London Lead Company 4079 

Ettersgill extension Newbiggin and Forest London Lead Company 2919 

Land near Tees from High Force 
to Middleton 

Newbiggin Ettersgill and 
Middleton 

Not leased 320 

Total area of Mines in Middleton  32865 

 

 
Pencil note to state the page is cancelled. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/268 
 
Middleton February 15th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter received last night, I shall be glad to meet you at High Force today and will be 

there about 12.30. Hoping this will meet your convenience. 

 James S. Hyslop 

C. Fernean  

At High Force  

NEIMME/ZE/4/268 
 
Middleton February 15th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

I have duly received the samples of Lime Head Barytes [Barites], and beg to thank you very much for 

your kindness in getting them for me. 

Yours truly  



James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Sowerby 

Lime Head  

NEIMME/ZE/4/269 
 
Middleton February 15th 1899 
 
Cow Green Sett 
 
Dear Sir 

Referring to your letter of 6th inst I beg to say that Mr Fife intends being at High Force next week, 

probably on Thursday (23rd inst) and would be glad to have an interview with you on the above 

matter. I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me, as early as possible, if the date will suit your 

convenience, so that I may write Mr Fife and if possible make the arrangements definite. 

I will send a copy of the report on Isabella Mine, and also one of the Cow Green Mine by tomorrow’s 

post and I remain  

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

J.C. Rollin 

1 St. Nicholas Building’s  

Newcastle on Tyne   

NEIMME/ZE/4/270 
 
Middleton February 16th 1899 
 
Mining Boundaries 
 
Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter of yesterday re the above, I think the Boundary as described in the 1887 Lease, 

will be the correct one. I enclose a copy of my notes, which refer to the old Lease, and I think they 

will coincide with the new Lease as far as I have written. The Boundary will then extend down 

Harwood Beck to the foot of Willy Hole Beck and from thence westwards by a new line, particulars 

of which I have not got.  

The other Boundaries I want are Green Hurth, Willy Hole, London Lead Company Nos 1, 2, and 3 

Plots (1869) and Ettersgill extension (1888) endorsed on back of No 2 Plot. 

Cow Green, Grass Hill and Langdon Beck will be new leases, and the old boundaries will require to be 

altered, which I can do from the plan. 



I shall be glad to have the information as early as possible, as I am anxious to have my plan ready for 

Mr Fife when he comes up next week and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Joseph Garthwaite  

Staindrop 

NEIMME/ZE/4/271 -273 
 
Middleton February 16th 1899 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Description of Boundary of Shooting Ground Leased to Clutterbuck Esq. by Lord Barnard in Teesdale 

Commencing at Long Man [Currock] near Shaftwell Head, down [Candle [S…] Sike to its junction with 

Little Eggleshope Beck, then down the said Beck, along Lord Barnard’s Boudary to the Stanhope 

Turnpike Road west of Hope house, then along the said road to Middle End Bridge, then along the 

Boundary wall between Lord Barnard’s property and Messrs Hutchinson and Rivington [(M..ks] 

Moor) to Marl Beck Bridge, on the Lodge Sike Road, then sown the st [straight] road to the Boundary 

Fence between the Trustees of the late Anthony Todd and John Sherlock then along the said Fence 

to the S. E. corner of Club Gill property (lately purchased by Lord Barnard) thence up the south wall 

of the said property to its junction with Middleside Road, near Lane Head then along the said 

Middleside Road to the Boundary between the Township of Middleton and Newbiggin near Stoney 

Gill, thence down Stoneygill Sike to its junction with the River Tees, t 

hence along the said river to its junction with Harwood Beck, thence up the said Harwood Beck to it 

joins Langdon Beck, thence up Langdon Beck till it joins Harthope Beck, thence up Harthope Beck to 

Harthope Grains, and thence in a straight line to a point in the Boundary between the parishes of 

Middleton and Stanhope fifty-one chains east of the road leading from Langdon Beck to St. John’s 

Chapel, and then from the said point along the above named Boundary between the said parishes to 

Long Man’s [Currock] where this Boundary first began. 

The area of Ground contained within this Boundary is 15325 acres (more or less) of which Lord 

Barnard is the owner of 13820 acres and includes the following plots of land belonging to other 

names with whom arrangements have been made viz 

Trustees of the late Anthony Todd (Coldberry) 692.990 acrese 

Trustees of the late Anthony Todd ([Broadlays] Gill 586.772acres = 1200.765acres 

Robert Coatsworth (Newbiggin) 40. 872 acres 

William Coatsworth  ([Hunderhope]) 28.145 acres 

Miss Longmire ([Hunderhope]) 36.767 acres 

The total area over which Mr Clutterbuck has Shooting Rights = 15127.549 acres 

It also includes the following plots for which no arrangements have been made viz 

Thomas Watson Coldberry 10.500 

Eliz. [Tarn] Middleside 5.608 



Eliz. Coatsworth Middleside 8.738 

- Cousins Middleside 3.538 

M. Ireland Middleside 7.105 

A. and T. Bell Middleside 3.473 

Jno Coatsworth  * Middleside 16.242 

George Brown The Bell 14.267 

_ Todd The Bell 13.481 

Trustees of the late R. Coatsworth * (Stable Edge) 53.058 

Mrs Coatsworth (Broken Way) 2.485 

[unclear] (East Broken Gill) 1.573 

Mrs Wearmouth (Newbiggin) 12.603 

Jonn Barker  Hood Gill 8.667 

Trustees of the late George [Tarn] Hood Gill 11.146 

Leonard Gibson * Currock Hill 26.007 

total  198.541 

Grand Total 1526.0 

those marked with * are worth arranging for – the others are not of much value for sport but their 

possession might prevent poaching. 

Description of Boundary of Shooting Ground Leased to Captain Hunter by Lord Barnard in Upper 

Teesdale 

Beginning at the junction of Harwood Beck with the River Tees, up the centre of the said River to 

Crook Burn Foot, then up the said Crookburn Beck to the Boundary at Crookburn Head between the 

Parishes of Middleton and Stanhope, then along the said Boundary eastward to a point fifty-one 

chains east of the Road leading from Langdon Beck to St John’s Chapel, thence in a straight line to 

Harthope Grains, thence down Harthope Beck, Langdon Beck and Harwood Beck to its junction with 

the River Tees, where the Boundary first began. 

Note The whole of the property included in this Boundary belongs to Lord Barnard and has an area 

of 13018 acres more or less.  

Sir 

enclose I beg to hand you memo respecting areas of Sporting Ground in Teesdale which I trust will 

meet your requirements, and I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. FifeEsq.   

NEIMME/ZE/4/274 
 
Middleton February 16th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  
 



Enclosed I beg to hand you Reports on Cow Green and Isabella Mines as I have not had time to make 

a copy of the one referring to Isabella. I shall be obliged if you will kindly return it to me after perusal 

and I remain 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

J.C. Rollin Esq 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/275 
 
Middleton February 16th 1899 
 
Memo on Areas of Mining Leases in Teesdale 

Name of Sett Township Leasee Area 

Ash Gill Head Forest and Frith London Lead Company 1747 

Willy Hole Forest and Frith A. S. Byers 848 

Green Hurth Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company  1283 

Dubby Sike Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 439 

Cow Green Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 2150 

Widdy Bank Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 1905 

Grass Hill Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 1150 

Langdon Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 2885 

Harwood Beck Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 611 

Forest Sike Forest and Frith Green Hurth Mining Company 3324 

London Lead 
Company 

  16342 

No. 1 Plot Middleton & Newbiggin London Lead Company 4217 

No. 2 Plot Middleton & Newbiggin London Lead Company 4907 

No. 3 Plot Middleton & Newbiggin London Lead Company 3990 

Ettergill Newbiggin London Lead Company 3029 

Waste adjoining River Tees from High Force to Middleton 370 

Total area of Manor of Middleton 32865 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/276 
 
Amended Scale of Duty on Lead Ore from Cow Green offered to Mr Rollin January 6th 1899 

It gives the Gross Selling Price of Lead Ore at Mine. The term ‘Dry’ means above Free Water Level. 

The term ‘Wet’ means below Free Water Level.  

NEIMME/ZE/4/277 
 
Middleton February 17th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  



I have a letter from Mr Rollin this morning saying he had arranged to meet you at High Force on 
Friday 20th inst, arriving at Middleton by the 11.35am train. I beg to enclose a copy of my letter to 
him of the 6th inst. 
I met r Fernean at High Force on Wednesday afternoon. He had been over looking at the Willy Hole 
Zinc Mine. I told him you intended being at High Force next week, and he said he would like an 
interview with you, and would come on either Thursday or Friday, whichever day was most 
convenient to you. I promised to write you and let him know or perhaps you would communicate 
with him direct so that he may make his arrangements. I waited a post, hoping to hear from Mr 
Rollin, and now that he has fixed Friday for his visit, I would respectfully suggest Thursday for Mr 
Fernean, as it might be of advantage to you to know his views, before dealing with Mr Rollin. I 
enclose memorandum of my interview with Mr Fernean in November last year for your information, 
and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/278 
 
Middleton February 24th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to report to you that Mr Fernean was at Middleton yesterday and was sorry to hear of your 
indisposition. He is very anxious to see you, and asked me to say that he will arrange to meet you at 
any place and time which may be convenient to you, if you will kindly give him a couple of day’s 
notice, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/279 
 
Memo re Ironstone in Teesdale 
 
Mr Pease’s offer in 1873 
Term every 40 years 
Certain Rent – none till Railway is made, but a Tonnage rate of 6d per Ton at 22 ½ cwts. 
For 10 years after Railway completed £300 per year & 7d per Ton. 
For remainder of Lease £500 per year & 9d per Ton. 

 
Mr Pease afterwards expresses himself willing to pay Tonnage rate of 9d for first 15 years and 10d 
for the remainder. 

 
Mr Forster’s suggestion 
Certain rent before Railway £200 per year & a tonnage rate of 6d per Ton of 20cwt 
                       After Railway £1000 per year and 1/- per Ton 
Limestone 3d per Ton of 20cwt 
Coal 4d per Ton of 20cwt. 



Mr Pease’s suggestion on above 
Certain rent after completion of Railway 
First year at £250 
3 years at £500 
3 years at £750  
Reminder (33 years) at £1000 
Tonnage rate after completion of Railway  
10d per Ton for 7 years  
1/- per Ton for remaining 33 years.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/280 
 
Middleton March 6th 1899 
 
 Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter with enclosures re Mr Fernean, which I have replaced 
among the other letters. 
As requester I will arrange to meet you at Mr Watson’s office on Wednesday of next week, and will 
take an early opportunity of naming Wm Beadle to Mr Rollin’s manager, but if that gentleman makes 
a start at Stoney Gill or Grass Gill, either of those places would suit Beadle better than Cow Green 
being so much nearer home for him, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop     
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/281-283 
 
Middleton March 6th 1899 
 
No 1 Calculated from 6’’ Ord [ordnance] map the area of enclosed land in Captain Hunter’s Ground 
in Forest and Frith as 3113 acres. 
------------------------------------------------------------  
No 2 Calculated from 6’’ Ord [ordnance] map the area of enclosed land in Mr Clutterbuck’s Ground 
in Forest and Frith as 2500 acres. 

As a check 

Calculated from 6’’ Ord [ordnance] map the area of enclosed land in Captain Hunter’s Ground in 
Forest Township as 1290 acres. 

As a check on No 1 

Calculated area of Forest Township in Captain Hunter’s Ground from ord [ordnance] map 1290 acres 

Took from Reference Book, total area of Harwood Township 7337 acres 

less Harwood Fell at 4900 

less Western Fell at 556 acres  = 5456 acres   1881 acres 

Total area of Enclosed Land in Captain Hunter’s Ground =3171  



As a check on No 2  

From Reference Book total area of Forest Township 7815 acres 

                                        Total area of Ettergill Township 2168 acres  Total is 9983 acres 

Less Ettergill Fell 1027 acres, Widdybank Fell 1358 acres and Langdon Fell 3877 acres = 6262 acres 

Less enclosed in Forest let to Captain Hunter (see chart on no 1)    1290 acres 

Enclosed let to Clutterbuck in Forest and Frith  = 2131 acres 

[…] was given to Mr Fife and Jacob [Scott] as a basis for Rating 

Captain Hunter 3171 acres, Mr Clutterbuck 2431 acres, Total enclosure in Forest and Frith is 5602 

acres. 

Rateable Value at 3d in the £ 

Captain Hunter 3171 acres at 3d = £39.12.9, Mr Clutterbuck 2421 acres at 3d = £30.7.9                      

Total acres 5602 at 3d = £70.0.6 

Present Rateable value in Rate Book is £61.15.0 

Apportionment for Captain Hunter on 3171 acres is £34.19.0, for Mr Clutterbuck on 2431 acres is 

£26.16.0, Total £61.15.0                     

 
NEIMME/ZE/4/284-287 
 
Middleton March 6th 1899 
 
Memo re Stone Building Sites given to A. Lowes. 
It covers the area of the building sites, the area of the gardens and the area of the roads. It mentions 
Main Road, Back Road and Bridge Lane. It also gives the costs involved. 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/288 
 
Middleton March 8th 1899 
Sporting rates in the Township of Forest and Frith 
 
Sir 
I have gone carefully into the acreage of enclosed land in the above Township and which for sporting 
is charged at 3d per acre. I find the acreage to be 5602 acres of which Captain Hunter is Lessee of 
3171 acres and Mr Clutterbuck is Lessee of 2431 acres total being 5602 acres. 
The Rateable value of the same is as follows Captain Hunter 3071 at 3d per acre £39.12.9, Mr 
Clutterbuck 2431 at 3d per acre £30.7.9, total 5602 at 3d per acre £70.0.6                                                                        
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The present Rateable value is £61.15.0 which represents 4940 acres at 3d in the £, but the 
assessment committee do not appear to raise any question on this amount. The apportionment of 



this amount is £61.15.0 between the two Lessees is as follows Captain Hunter 3171 acres £34.19.0 
and Mr Clutterbuck £26.16.6 total is £61.15.0. 
And I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H.L. Fife 
Staindrop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/289 
 
Middleton March 9th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your post and advising sale of Green Hurth Ore. I presume I shall be 
learning from mine as to date of lifting and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
A. T. Winship Esq. 
 
Middleton March 11th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I should like to see you for a few minutes today, and if you are in the town, should be obliged by 
your giving me a call. Should this not be convenient to you, I will be glad to wait upon you at your 
office if you could kindly say what time.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
J. Hunt Esq 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/290-293 
 
A Copy of the Nenthead Lease 
 
It was made on 30 June 1896 between the Commissioners of the Office of the Lord High Admiral of 
the United Kingdom and a company registered in Belgium [La Society An….. De Mines  ..  Fond…  de 
Zinc de la Vielle Montague]  
Description  Land at [Wire} Gill in the parish of Alston and land at Nenthead and buildings at both 
sites. Lead ore and Zinc deposits are mentioned. 
Power to make and repair roads Power is given to the Lessees to use, repair and amend any roads 
needed to work the mines. 
Power to use the buildings Power is given to use and alter any of the buildings including the agent’s 
and workmen’s houses connected to the mines.  
To make bricks Power is given to make bricks or use materials on the land such as slate and stone, 
but only for use at the mines and not for sale. 
Power to wash ore Power is given to wash lead ore and zinc ore commonly called Black Jack on the 
mine or suitable nearby land. 
Power to smelt ore Power is given to smelt lead ore and zinc ore. 



It also mentions the waste heaps and the stones associated with the mining. The mining process is 
not to damage any houses or any associated buildings. It starts to state which minerals are excepted 
when it remains unfinished. 
 Pages 294-326 are left blank.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/327 
 
Middleton March 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I beg to report to you that T. Allinson [? Allison?] has completed his work in the ‘Blue Bell’ yard and 
has left everything in a very satisfactory condition. He gave me his account last night, which I have 
checked and which is correct so far as the work is concerned and I expect his statement of money 
paid on account will also be correct. As he has had no advance since December I fancy he is pretty 
hard up, so that an advance when convenient to you would be acceptable. 
You will notice in respect to loft over large stable an excess of 15/3 but this I will explain to you when 
I see you, and also any other items you may wish to know about. 
Collinson has got the yard excavated and are now ready for the paving, which will be commenced 
next week as we think the drains will have settled sufficiently by this time. We have [……..] the 
footpath but when we came to underpin the wall, we found it was so bad it could not be made safe. 
I had Mr Ford, the Churchwarden on the ground yesterday and they agree to let me take the wall 
down and rebuild it and improve the entrance to the yard by setting it back a little, which will be a 
great improvement to the property. I thought it better to act promptly on their sanction and 
Collinson’s are on with it today, which I hope will meet with your approval. I am not exactly satisfied 
with the Lead water supply pipes which will be under the pavement. So far as we can discern they 
appear to be good, but I understand they have been in for some years and there has been so much 
pick work about the yard, that they may easily have been damaged. It is a question of whether it 
would not be better before putting the pavement down to substitute galvanized iron pipes so as to 
make sure. The cost would be about 50/- and the old lead pipes would be worth about 12/- per cwt. 
I shall however not do anything on the matter, unless I hear from you and I remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
C R Rivington 
London 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/328 
 
Middleton April 5th 1899 
Messrs The Tees Scoria Brick Company, Middlesbrough  
 
Dear Sir 
I have submitted your price list for slag brick to Mr Rivington, for whom I am agent and he has 
decided to pave his yard with the 10”x5”x31/2” bricks. I shall therefore be glad if you will supply to 
my address, Middleton in Teesdale Station. 
6000 – 10”x5”x31/2” slag bricks at £4.10.0 per 1000 net on [trestle] at your works. 
Please send 2 [trestles] away at once, after which I will write to you as to delivery of the remainder 
and make the invoice out to C. R. Rivington Esq. J.P., Castle Bank, Appleby, and forward to me 
together with your usual terms of payment so that I may make the necessary arrangements. 
As these bricks are new in this neighbourhood, I shall be glad if you will inform me if they require any 
special method of laying down. I remain 



Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/329-330 
 
Middleton April 5th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst. which will have my full attention. 
With regard to the tracings I presume they are required for the Lessee. Those I made before were to 
a scale of 6” to one mile, but if a tracing of the one inch map would do it would be much more 
convenient for this purpose, being so much less. When taken with the written description of the 
Boundaries which I sent to you on February 16th I think it can be made perfectly clear on this scale, 
but if you prefer the larger scale (which shows the enclosed land more distinctly) I will make the 
tracings accordingly, but will wait your reply before doing so. 
I was up at Rigg Side on Monday and got particulars of [house] and have made a plan of proposed 
alterations for your approval which I think will not exceed £200. 
I am glad to say I am very much better, and awaiting further instructions, I remain 
Your obedient servant 
 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/331-332 
 
Middleton April 5th 1899 
 
C R Rivington Esq 
Castle Bank 
Appleby 
 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry I did not see you yesterday at Middleton as I had a letter from Mr Fife in which he 
mentioned a plan of [Shooting] Range he required making. 
I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me of what you want doing, and I will attend to it as early as I 
possibly can. 
As I think the Blue Bell yard will now be sufficiently solid to take the paving I expect the bricks about 
Friday and then the work can proceed and will I hope be finished before your next visit. I have 
arranged to put galvanized iron water pipes in, but which will change the time. The present lead 
pipes are put in the sewer trench, which I think is very objectionable I am sorry to say. I have been 
confined to the house for much of the last fortnight, but am now very much better, and hope soon 
to be alright again, waiting your future instructions, I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/333 
 
Middleton April 6th 1899 



Cow Green Road 
 
Sir 
 
Referring to your enquiry respecting the sum of 6/- paid by Mr Rollin for repairs to the above road, I 
beg to report to you that the expense was incurred in repairing their own road after leaving the main 
road, the charge is therefore payable by Mr Rollin. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/333 
Middleton 8th April 1899 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter informing me that you will be at Rigg Side on Monday 
next week. I propose going up by [..] post, arriving there about 11 o’clock, which I trust will meet 
your convenience and I remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/334 
 
Middleton April 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I shall be glad if you will forward me two other Trucks of 10”x5”x3 ½ scag bricks by tomorrow’s 
Goods if possible and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
Messrs The Tees Scoria Brick Company 
Middlesbrough 
 
Middleton April 13th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, enclosing Jake notes, which shall have my best attention. 
I shall have the tracings completed tonight and will forward them to you by tomorrow’s post. 
I made the necessary alterations to the Rigg side plan, and gave the same to Mr Hope, who was up 
yesterday setting out the work. I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/335 
 
Middleton April 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 



By parcel post today I beg to hand you Tracings of Moors, which I trust will meet your requirements, 
and I remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/336-337 
 
Middleton April 17th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
As it is possible there may shortly be some discussion on the question of reduction of Dues in this 
District, I shall be greatly obliged if you can give me any information as to the Dues paid for Lead Ore 
and Zinc Ore in royalties with which you may be acquainted. 
I shall, of course, treat any information you may give me as confidential, but the possession of 
definite knowledge on the point, might be of great value to me in discussing the question with Mr 
Fife, Lord Barnard’s new Agent. Personally I think the Lead Dues in this District require some 
reduction. 
I am sorry to say that the mines in Teesdale is at present at a very low ebb. The Hunderhope trial and 
[Perkins] Hush trial have been abandoned as of no use. Eggleshope is very poor, Lady Rake the same, 
[Ho…gill] is practically […….] with water so that the prospects here are very gloomy at present. 
Trusting yourself and family are in good health and hoping to hear from you at your early 
convenience, with kind regards, I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
C E Bainbridge 
Colwyn Bay 
North Wales 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/338 
Middleton April 17th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
As it is possible there may shortly be some discussion on the question of reduction of Dues on Lead 
Ore in this District, I take the liberty of asking if you can give me any information as to the Dues paid 
for Lead and Zinc Ore in royalties with which you may be acquainted. 
I shall, of course, treat any information you may be pleased to give me as confidential, should you so 
desire, but the possession of some definite knowledge on the point might be of great value to me in 
discussing the matter with Lord Barnard’s agent. I am sorry to say the mining interests in Teesdale 
are at a very low ebb just now. The mines are very poor and little or no explorations are being made 
to try to discover new mines.  
Trusting yourself and family are in good health, and I am pleased to say we are, I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Thomas Foster Brown 
Guildhall Chambers 
Cardiff  
 
  



NEIMME/ZE/4/339 
Middleton April 17th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am going up to Grasshill tomorrow (Tuesday) to measure Thos [Thomas] [Nixon’s] enclosure and 
will be glad if you will let me have either Thos [Thomas] or Wm [William] Watson to assist me. I will 
be leaving here about 8 o’clock and will take him up in the trap, when he can help me with my poles 
etc. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
Mr A. Hope 
Middleton 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/340 
Middleton April 17th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I want you to go with me to survey Grasshill tomorrow (Tuesday), so please be down at my office in 
the morning by about 8 o’clock to help me with my poles etc. etc. instead of going to 
Middlesbrough. I have seen Mr Hope and arranged with him.  
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
Mr T. Watson 
 
Middleton April 17th 1899 
Ranges for Parish Property 
Middleton 
 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry I have been prevented by illness from attending to the above sooner, but I now have the 
sizes required and particulars about the ovens 
No 1 4’[0 ½”] wide x 4’ 3 ½” high Left door 
No 2 3’ 11 ½” wide x 4’ 2 ¼” high Right door 
No 3 3 6 ½” wide x 4’ 4” high Left door   
I hope you will put these in hand at once as I would like the job finished by May Day. 
Yours truly 
J. S. Hyslop 
Mr [Hy] Downes 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/341 
Middleton April 19th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
As requested by Mr Fife I beg to inform you that Nixon’s allotment contains 62 acres. 
Yours truly 
J. S. Hyslop 
Mr Jon. Anderson 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/342-343 
Boundary of Ettersgill Mining Sett. Area 3029 acres or thereabouts. 



Begins at Newbiggin Bridge and thence along the Alston [dist…….] Road to Ettersgill Road and thence 
up the said Ettersgill Beck and High Flood Beck to the head of the same Beck, and thence in a 
straight line northwards to the boundary stone on Pendrith Hill upon the boundary line dividing the 
parishes of Middleton in Teesdale and Stanhope and thence eastwards along the said boundary 
dividing the parishes of Middleton in Teesdale and Stanhope to the point of  intersection of the 
boundary line dividing the Townships of Newbiggin and Forest and Frith, and thence along the last 
mentioned boundary line to Swinhope East [Currock], thence along the said boundary line to 
Westerhead East Boundary Ditch, thence southward in a straight line by the said Westerhead East 
Boundary Ditch to Thief Hole Gill along [Three] Fold Sike, thence southwards down the said Three 
Fold Sike and Pikelaw East Beck to Watson’s Bridge upon the […..] Highway leasing from St John’s 
Chapel to Newbiggin, crossing the said Pikelaw East Beck , thence southwards by the said highway to 
the boundary stone placed 11 yards north from the centre of the bridge called Blea Gill Bridge, and 
thence along the middle of the said Highway to the North Boundary wall of Field Head […..] Estate, 
thence extended Eastwards along the said Boundary Wall to Newbiggin Beck and thence down the 
said Beck to Newbiggin Bridge, whence this Boundary first began. 
 
Note Minerals […..] Zinc, Ironstone and Carbonate and Sulphate of Barytes [Barites] 
 
Description of Boundaries of the Forest Mining Sett 
 
Beginning at Ettersgill Bridge on the main road from Middleton to Alston and extending up Ettersgill 
Beck and High Flood Beck to the top thereof, thence by a straight line to a boundary stone at 
Fendrith Hill upon the Boundary line between the parishes of Middleton and Stanhope and thence 
along the said boundary in a north-westerly direction to a Boundary Stone fixed in the said Boundary 
29.50 chains from the said Fendrith Hill and thence in a straight line in a S. W. [south west] direction 
to a Boundary Stone fixed at the top of Harthope Beck, thence down the said beck to its intersection 
with Langdon Beck and thence to its intersection with Harwood Beck and thence to its intersection 
with the River Tees and thence extending down the said River to the west wall of Lord Hagg 
Plantation near High Force Waterfall and thence extending along the said [Harwood] Beck Wall to 
the Main Road and thence along the said Road to Ethersgill Bridge where this Boundary first began. 
 
Note the same minerals [….] in this Sett as in Langdon Sett viz. Lead Ore, Zinc Ore, Ironstone and Iron 
Ore, Carbonate and Sulphate of Barytes [Barites]  
Area of Forest Sett 3324 acres or thereabous. 
Area of Langdon Sett [2835] acres or thereabouts. 
 
Given to Mr Fife at High Force, April 20th 1899      
      

NEIMME/ZE/4/344 
Middleton April 22nd 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I have a letter from Mr Winship advising me of the sale of 25 tons of Green Hurth Ore. 
I have also seen Mr Stoddart today, who informs me the Lead Company are the buyers and he is 
anxious to have it as early as possible. 
If Wednesday or Thursday next will suit you, I can arrange for either day, if you will let me know by 
post on Monday. I suppose [Hoon] Hutchinson and Bainbridge will each take 8 bings. I fancy Nixon 
will be busy, but I have asked the postman to ask him and he will take you when he brings you this 
letter. On receipt of your reply I will arrange for the necessary extra carts. Hoping you are keeping 
better I remain 
Yours truly 



James S. Hyslop 
Mr R. F. Race 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/345 
Middleton April 25th 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Draft agreement for the lease of Cow Green Sett to Mr Rollin. After a 
clean copy has been made of the same, I think it should be gone carefully over again and then [….] to 
Mr Rollin as practically the terms upon which you are prepared to grant him a lease. 
In Clause 22 the [Les..]  can have any Lead Ore got by Lessor or his Lessees in working for [excepted] 
minerals at 30/- per Bing, but he the Lessee has to wash the bouse, which I think will be fairer and 
better than the old arrangements. 
In Clause 23 I have endeavoured to meet both sides, and Mr Rollin’s claim for reasonable 
compensation for working excepted minerals,( see his memorandum page 2) by making the point 
optional, but I am not quite certain whether I have expressed the thing clearly. 
In Clause 24 I have inserted a clause referring to Dubby Sike Sett. 
Clause 25 - New Roads and Cow Green Road Repairs 
Clause 26 – Use of Tees Water 
Clause 27 – Abandonment of Lease 
Clause 33 – Respecting Notices 
Clause 34 – Arbitration 
Trusting the same may meet your approval I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop   
      

NEIMME/ZE/4/346 
Middleton April 26th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to thank very much for your kindness in sending me the information respecting Dues on Lead 
and Zinc Ores, which will I think be of great service to me , and I remain with kind regards 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
T Foster Brown Esq. 
Guildhall Chambers 
Cardiff  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/346 
Middleton April 26th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to thank very much for your kindness in sending me the information respecting Dues on Lead 
and Zinc Ores in Wales, which will be very useful to me, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
C E Bainbridge 



Bryn Newydd 
Colwyn  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/347 
Middleton May 1st 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am requested by Miss Watson of Sunderland to look at their property at West Field near [Linset] 
Bridge with a view to getting or improving the water supply. I shall be obliged if you will kindly 
inform me what it is you wish doing on the place, and I would be glad if you could arrange a meeting. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Graham 
Barnard Castle  
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/347 
Middleton May 4th 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you specifications for the alterations at the Town Hall, which I trust will meet 
your approval, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/348 
Middleton May 5th 1899 
 
Sir 
In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to inform you that the distance from Middleton to 
Crookburn Bridge at the boundary between Durham and Cumberland is about 13 ½ miles – of course 
as you are aware Lord Barnard’s property extends some 7 miles eastward of Middleton going to 
Shaftwell Head making a total distance of 20 miles – I would also suggest that White washed farms 
and homestead should read Whitewashed farm Homesteads – and I remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/349 
Middleton May 8th 1899 
 
Sir 



By today’s post I send you 6’’ Ordnance Map showing the 1841 Award of Middleton Common. I have 
not yet been able to get a copy of the award but I have made an Index which I think shows the 
matter clearly, and I will get you the award as early as possible, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/349 
Middleton May 9th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I handed your account for Slag Bricks over to Mr Rivington about 10 days ago and will be glad if you 
will inform me if he has sent you cheque for same yet. If not I shall be in Middlesbro 
[Middlesbrough] either on Saturday or Monday next, when I can call and pay you. I am glad to say 
they have given him every satisfaction.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs The Tees Scoria Brick Company 
  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/350 
Middleton May 12th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

If you have a spare copy of [Maclee’s] 1841 Award of the Middleton Common perhaps you could 

bring it with you tomorrow, in return for which I shall be pleased to make you a coloured plan, 

similar to the one I showed you and which I think would be useful to you. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop  

H. C. Watson 

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/351 
 
Wynch Bridge – Extract from Fordyce’s History of the County Palatine of Durham published in 1857 
(Based upon Hutchinson’s History) 
 
In 1820 a party of 9 men and 2 women were passing over the Bridge from Holwick, when the chain 
snapped, and 3 men were thrown into the river of whom one was drowned. “ the Bridge was soon 
after repaired by the Earl of Strathmore but it was subsequently taken down and a substantial 
modern footbridge suspended from metal posts was erected in its place by the late Duke of 
Cleveland. The original structure is said to have been the earliest suspension bridge in Europe having 
been certainly in existence more than a century ago, though the exact date of its creation is 
unknown.    



NEIMME/ZE/4/352 
Middleton May 12th 1899 
 
Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you extract re [story] at Bridge from the History I named to you yesterday. I 

also enclose a small book for your perusal published nearly a hundred years ago, which may interest 

you, as it gives a good idea of the wonderful change which has taken place in Teesdale during the 

last century, and I remain  

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop 

H. L. Fife Esq.    

NEIMME/ZE/4/353 
Middleton May 12th 1899 
 
West field Water Supply  
  
Dear Sir 
In further reference to the above I am sorry to note your refusal to meet on the place, so that I 
might be able to get some definite idea of what it is the Sanitary Authority require doing, more 
especially as I understand you have been there since I wrote. I fail to see the object of such refusal 
on your part but I may now inform you that the matter will be taken up at once, and a water supply 
obtained as early as possible, although the very great difficulty of watering the place may require a 
few weeks to carry it out in. I shall like a good job making of it, and one which would be satisfactory 
not only to the Authority, but to the owners and tenants as well. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Graham 
Barnard Castle    
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/354 
Middleton May 12th 1899 
 
West field Water Supply  
  
Dear Sir 
The owners of this property have written me to advise them upon the best means of carrying out 
the requirements of the sanitary Authority in the above matter. I asked your inspector if he would be 
good enough to meet me on the place, so that I might ascertain clearly what those requirements 
were – that he very swiftly refused to do – I have since viewed the place which I find is a very 
difficult one to deal with satisfactory. I shall have a considerable amount of levelling to do, but the 
matter will be attended to without unnecessary delay, and I hope a good job made of it. As I do not 
know what notices have been given I thought it better to write you so that you may know the 
position as it stands, and if necessary explain it to the Board and I remain 
Faithfully yours 
James S. Hyslop 



Geo {George] Bainbridge Esq 
Barnard Castle 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/355 
Middleton May 16th 1899 
 
Westfield Water 
  
Dear Miss Watson 
In further reference to the above, I wrote to Mr Graham the sanitary inspector asking him to meet 
me on the place, but this he refused to do. I have since inspected the place, and find it will be a 
somewhat difficult matter to get a good water supply, and I am afraid expensive but something will 
certainly have to be done in the matter. Neither Parkin nor [Burnly] were at home when I was there, 
but I have arranged to meet them tomorrow night, and in the meantime I have written Mr Graham 
and the Sanitary Authority on the matter, and will write you again in the course of a few days and I 
remain 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Miss Watson 
Sunderland 
  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/356 
Middleton May 26th 1899 
 
Half yearly Return of the Quantity of Lead Ore delivered from the London Lead Company’s Teesdale 
Mines during ½ year ending 13 May 1899 as compared with ½ year ending 13 May 1898coldberry 
waste cuttings 
 Quantity delivered during ½ year   

ending14 May 1899 
Quantity delivered during ½ year   
ending14 May 1898 

  

Name of 
Mine 

Bouse Tails cuttings total Bouse Tails cuttings total increase decrease 

 Bngs  c Bngs c Bngs  c Bings  c Bngs  c Bngs  
c 

Bngs  c Bings  c   

Coldberry 
Mine 
(waste 
cuttings 

  50 502   42 42 8  

Wire Gill 
Mine (top 
workings) 

130  10 140 358 5 71 42  3 472  332 

Wire Gill 
Mine 
(Sump  
workings) 

434 4 90 6 43  6 569 428  4  147  4 26 702  133 

Little 
Eggleshope 
Mine 

299 77 16  392 524 149 18  7 692  300 

Ladies Rake 
Mine 

300   300 593 38 8 639  339 

Lodge Sike 
Mine 
(waste 
cuttings) 

  16  6 16  6   18 19  1  2 

Skears   2  2 2  2     2  2  



Mine 
(waste 
cuttings 

Total from 
Lead Co 
Mines in 
Lord 
Barnard’s 
Royalty  

1163 4 167  6 138  6 1470 2004 405 5 155 2  2515 10 2  1105  
decrease 
1095 0 

Little 
Eggleshope 
(T. 
Hutchinson 
Esq)   

357 92  6 20  2 480 773 6 186 14 973 6  492  6 

 

James S. Hyslop  

26th May 1899    

NEIMME/ZE/4/357 
Middleton May 27th 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you copy of Mr [Maclee’s] Award 1841, which I have received from Mr 
Watson today, and which I have numbered to agree with the plan I sent you. 
I also beg to enclose statement showing quantity of Lead Ore delivered by the London Lead 
Company during the first half year and which shows a Decrease of 1095 Bings and compares with the 
corresponding half year in 1898. I trust the ensuing half year will be better. The prospects at Lady 
Rake on Thursday were said to be a little brighter and this applies to Wire Gill also but Eggleshope is 
poor, but it is possible may improve shortly. The decrease in Mr Hutchinson’s ground at this mine is 
B439 C6. I beg to remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/358 
Middleton May 27th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you tracing of alterations proposed to be made to the Town Hall Middleton, 
to lay before the Building Committee for approval. I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me when 
the meeting will be, and if it will be necessary for me to come down and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Graham   
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/358 
Middleton May 29th 1899 
 



Dear Sir 
I have sent a tracing of the proposed alterations at the Town Hall Middleton to Mr Graham so that 
he may be able to examine the plans before the meeting of the Plans Committee. I shall be glad to 
attend the meeting if it is necessary, and you will kindly advise me of the date and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Geo [George] Bainbridge  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/359 
Middleton May 29th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter enclosing cheque for £37 for which I am obliged. 
Enclosed I send receipt for the Slags Bricks (£27) and this with the carriage (for which you have the 
receipt) will leave me £1.7.2 in your debt which I will put right when I see you next, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/359 
Middleton May 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date.[This part of the letter is very 
indistinct] In reply to your [..] as to the […] last day for [……] I will arrange to go to [Lady] Rake Mine 
at say 10.30 and if you inform me by return if this will meet your wishes so that I may ask Wm. Race 
to be at the mine, and I remain 
Your obedt. Servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/360 
Middleton May 31st 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Please send me sheets 39 and 40 of the 6” Ord. [Ordnance] Map of Durham (old edition) as early as 
possible and send the account to me. By so doing you will oblige 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
Messrs [Hill] and Co 
Sunderland 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/360 
 
Reading of Middleton [Inst] Gas Meters May 9th 1899 
Town End Meter    45900 
[Noqu…] Meter       34700 
[Hop..] Meter          70400 
[Heads Top] Meter 26342 
Present at Reading – Thos [Thomas] […] and [Jno Parnaby], Jacob [R…..] and Wm [C…] 



NEIMME/ZE/4/361-363 
 
Suggestions for letter to Mr Swan re Willy Hole 
Having been informed by my Mining Bailiff that about 50 tons of Zinc Ore is now laying at Willy Hole 
Mine ready for the market, before sending this away I think it is desirable that some definite 
arrangements should be come to with regard to this Mine. I would therefore refer you to my 
interview with you at High Force on17th March last, when the question was discussed, with the 
understanding that you would give the matter your early attention. The principal points raised at this 
interview may be briefly recapitulated as follows – 
1 The only mineral under Lease at Willy Hole is Lead Ore. The Lese was granted to Messrs Byers and 
Walton for a term of 21 years from 31st December 1887. 
The Lease has never been transferred to any other party. 
2 In 1893 you commenced to work at Willy Hole and thence continued to do so up to the present 
time, the object having been mainly for Zinc Ore and not Lead Ore.  
3 Under the above circumstances any expenditure you have incurred has been incurred at your own 
risk. 
4 At the interview I expressed my willingness to take this expenditure into consideration, as I 
believed your statement that it had been incurred in accordance with some verbal arrangements 
with the late Mr Scarth and that I was prepared to grant a Lease of Zinc Ore on the same basis as 
that paid by the Ville Montague Co at Nenthead, and also of the Lead Ore at a rate to be considered 
hereafter, on condition that you were able to satisfy me of your ability and intention to expend a 
sufficient amount of capital in washing plant, and other mining operations necessary for the full 
development of the mineral resources in the Sett. 
5 I should also be prepared to grant you a Lease of the Grass Hill Sett on the same conditions. 
As it is of the utmost importance in the interests of Lord Barnard and the prosperity of the Dale that 
the valuable deposits of Minerals in these Setts should be at once worked with the greatest spirit 
and energy instead of laying practically dead as they have done for years. I must ask you to be good 
enough to intimate to me without further delay, your views on the matter, with the object of 
arriving at some early and satisfactory arrangements for working the ground either by your company 
or otherwise. 
With regard to the Green Hurth Mine I may say now, as I said at High Force, that I am willing to 
consider the question of Dues, on your submitting to me your proposal for the un-watering and 
future working of this extremely valuable Lead Mine 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Suggestion for letter to Mr Rollin – Cow Green 
Referring to my interview with you at High Force on the 2nd March last, and the subsequent 
correspondence with you respecting Cow Green, and the draft copy of Lease forwarded by me to 
you on the    April last, I shall be glad to have a definite answer as to whether you wish to take a 
Lease of the Cow Green Sett as proposed. I may say I have another application for the ground which 
I am unable to entertain until I have your decision on the matter, which I trust you will favour me 
with at early date.     
 
Middleton 
June 8th 1899 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you as requested Draft letter to Mr Swan re Willy Hole and to Mr Rollin re 
Cow Green, which is of course subject to any alterations which you may think it proper to make. 
From what I can gather I think negotiations are probably going on between Mr Swan and Mr Fernean 
with respect to Willy Hole. I am told that Mr Fernean’s agent was at the Mine inspecting the same 
about a week ago. According to R. F. Race there is also some movement going on with regard to 
Green Hurth, Mr Swan having asked the shareholders what they would take for their shares if a sale 



could be made, and suggested 5/- per share, which was said to be agreed to. Seeing that the present 
quotation for Green Hurth share is about 1s 3d probably the place could be bought for a good deal 
less than the figure named by Mr Swan, if a bona fide purchaser was to come forward. If this mine 
were to pass into good hands and thus get rid of a lot of the small shareholders I have no doubt it 
would soon be as good, or perhaps better than now, but it wants money to get the water out, and 
sink the shaft through the Whin Sill. I give you Mr Race’s information as I got it, but I cannot say 
what reliance can be placed upon it. This can only be proved by time, and I remain  
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
 
H.L.Fife 
Staindrop     

 
NEIMME/ZE/4/364 
Middleton June 19th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 13th inst. respecting Cow Green Sett. I shall be glad to meet you at the 
Estate Office at Middleton on Thursday next week, the 22nd inst., at 11.30 am. Please reply to 
Staindrop. 
Yours faithfully 
H. L. Fife  per. J. S. H. 
 
J. C. Rollin Esq.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/365 
Middleton June 19th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I wired you this morning as follows 
“you will greatly oblige by sending [Teward’s] order for window sills and heads as early as possible 
[..]” and I trust you might be able to comply with my request as the job he is doing for me requires 
finishing as fast as he possibly can. The form of a reply as to that you find you are able to do will 
oblige. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Thompson  
Galgate 
Barnard Castle   
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/365 
Middleton June 20th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter respecting plans of alterations at 
Middleton Town Hall. With regard to the instillation of Water Closet, the specification provides for a 
4” metal ventilating pipe to be taken up 3 feet above the eaves of the house to which it will fastened 
which I think will meet the view of your Sanitary Inspector. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 



Geo [George] Bainbridge Esq. 
Barnard Castle 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/366 
Middleton June 20th 1899 
 
Sir 
In view of Mr Rollin’s visit on Thursday I would beg to suggest that it may be of advantage to have 
the Draft Lease with you, copy of which was sent to Mr Rollin.  
The whole of the Zinc Ore has now gone from Willy Hole and is the best parcel they have sent. Total 
weight 55tons 4 c. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Straindrop 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/367 
 
Blank page 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/368-372 
 
[….] respecting Allowance of Duty to the London Lead Company, It gives the total of Ore produced, 
the quantity upon which Duty was paid and the quantity which was Duty Free for 1884 and 1885. 
 
It gives the rate of Duty per ton from 1874 to1889.  
It gives the average price of Pig Lead from 1874 to 1898. 
It gives the sliding scale fixed by Mr Foster in 1884. 
It gives details of the rate of Duty at Green Hurth in 1888 and the scale fixed by My Foster in 1889. It 
also compares the rates of Duty for 1889 and 1894. 
It also gives a list of Duty charged in other districts. They are difficult to read but look Welsh and one 
reads Cardiganshire, North Wales. 
Greenwich Hospital and Nenthead are mentioned in connection with Lead Ore.   
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/373 
Middleton June 23rd 1899 
 
Sir 
I am sorry I have not been able to prepare a memo respecting Mr Rollin’s interview yesterday, in 
time for today’s post, but I hope to do so by post tomorrow – In consideration there are several 
points which require special attention and therefore require a little time to think them out. Mr 
Graham the Sanitary Inspector has been here today and informed me that the plans for alterations 
of Town Hall had been approved by the Building Committee, subject to the Water Closet being 
properly ventilated. I showed him that this had been provided for in the specifications with whioch 
he was satisfied and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 



H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
     
NEIMME/ZE/4/374 
 
Memo respecting Mr Rollin’s interview with Mr Fife 
 
Mr Rollin wishes the work “and washing away the said minerals” to be inserted in 1st page of Draft as 
shown also the words “so long as he does not interfere with the operations of the lessee” where 
shown on Draft. 
 
Clause 1 – Mr Rollin objects to the Gross Selling Price of lead being taken as the basis for fixing the 
Rate of Duty. He says it should be the Nett price obtained after deducting Discount, Commission and 
other expenses.   
 
Clause [1] Mr Rollin objects to the Lessee paying the account and charges for ascertaining the 
average price of Lead Ore 
 
Clause 6 –Mr Rollin wishes to strike out the word from “notwithstanding to contrary” – the rest of 
the clause remaining as at present. 
 
Clause 6 – insert Barytes [Barites]  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/375-377 
Middleton 22nd June 1899 with regard to Cow Green Lease 
 
Remarks 
Agreed to- 
My opinion is the clause should remain as it is, especially as Mr Rollin submitted that it really did not 
make any difference in the end. If we give permission foe Lessee to make these deductions it might 
under certain circumstances make a very considerable difference to the Lessor. No trade custom 
with regard to discount exists, some parcels being sold for net cash and others subject to 1 ¼ and      
2 ½% discount, so that the Lessee may call any allowance he may like to give, “Discount” 
The Gross Price is the basis in Lord Barnard’s existing Leases and also in the Nenthead Lease (1896) – 
no deductions to be made for Discount, Commissions Etc. 
 
This agreement was agreed to in order to meet the views of Mr Rollin, instead of taking the Duty in 
kind we agreed to take it in money. The accountancy certificate is a very valuable check, and I think 
it is for Mr Fife to consider whether he could not meet Mr Rollin in their point by paying a portion of 
the charge. 
 
Mr Rollin’s solicitor called this a 2Lawyers’ Clause”. So far as I can judge I do not think the omission 
of these words will affect us, but there may be some legal point which I do not see. 
 
Agreed to – It may be advisable to insert a clause providing for the Royalty purposes, the Railway 
weight of all Barytes [barites] sent from the said […ised] mines, shall be accounted as a basis for 
calculating the Royalty Rent. 
 
Clause 9 – Mr Rollin objects to this clause. 
 
Clause 10 – insert “except Barytes [Barites]” 



Clause 16 – Insert “in the case of mechanical [..action] 
 
Clause 28- Mr Rollin wishes to strike out the word “stipulation” and “in any of them” 
 
Clause 29- Insert the word “Rails” 
 
The following is suggested – 
The [Le…] to work and carry on ………… in the [matter of a…] aforesaid, and not to desist from [..] 
working the same with not less than 4 good and sufficient miners or [work…] for more than six 
consecutive lunar months in any year unless provided by etc. (see Draft)  
Agreed 
 
I fail to see the drift of their alterations and why the question of Rent and Assignment should be 
[postic….]. I think the old wording is more satisfactory. 
Agreed to 
 
Middleton 24th June 1899 
Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand you draft agreement for Cow Green, together with my remarks on Mr Rollin’s 
[inter…..] with you on the 22nd inst. and I remain 
 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.  
Staindrop   
              
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/378-379 
Middleton June 23rd 1899 
 
Sir 
In further reference to my letter to you by today’s post I beg to enclose the copy of Mr Ridley’s 
award on the question of [Dis….] in the Arbitration case between His Grace the late Duke of 
Cleveland and the London Lead Company also Council’s opinion on the principle of allowing 
discount. 
I believe there is a trade custom in selling Pig Lead of allowing 2 ½ % Discount and in this it differs 
from the sale of the Lead Ore, but the same objection holds good as to the principle – I may give you 
an example of how an unscrupulous man would work the matter. Suppose a parcel of 50 tons of 
Lead Ore, the Gross Market price of which is £5.10.0 per ton total amount £275.0.0 
According to scale of Duty at this price would be 1/20th = £13.15.0 suppose by making the purchaser 
an allowance of 10/- on his account the nett price would be reduced to £4.9.10, which by the scale 
would be at the rate of 1/22th = £12.9.6 showing a difference of £1.5.6 on the transaction. Lord 
Barnard would lose 1/5/6, the purchaser would gain 10/- and the Lessee would gain 15/6. I do not 
think or suggest that Mr Rollin would do so, but it will be in his power if he thought proper. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  



 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/380 
 
Middleton 
June 27th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, and have arranged with Mr Hunt to go to Little 
Eggleshope on Friday next as soon after 10 o’clock as you can make convenient. The Deputation 
from the London Lead Company left Middleton on Saturday. I understand it is their intention to 
appoint a new superintendent in the place of Mr Hunt, and that they have offered the latter his old 
place as agent of one of the mines. The gentleman named as his successor is a Mr Praed, son of one 
of the Deputation who was here. He is said to be a young man and has served his apprenticeship as a 
Colliery Viewer in the County of Durham. I am afraid the experiment will not answer well but of 
course much will depend upon the man himself. The general opinion is that Mr Hunt has been badly 
used and this is causing a very strong prejudice among the men against the new man. 
By the 5.40 train today I forwarded samples of Lead Ore from Wire Gill which I trust you will receive 
safely.   
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/381 
 
Middleton 
July 4th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
As I understand Mr Fife intends to meet Mr Rollin tomorrow (Wednesday) I presume at your office, 
may I ask if you will kindly hand him the enclosed letter which contains a memorandum relative to 
the business in hand. By doing so you will oblige 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
Messrs Wm & [W ..ster’s] 
Barnard Castle 
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/382 
 
Middleton 
July 4th 1899 
 
Sir 
I received your letter tonight on my return from Little Eggleshope Mine, too late for today’s post. I 
am glad to learn of your intended meeting with Mr Rollin and trust the result may be favourable. For 
your information I beg to inform you that Mr Rollin’s Royalty Account for ½ year ending 30th ulto. 
Amounts to £23.18.10 which added to £8.7.11 received for ½ year ending 31st December 1898 
makes a total amount of £32.6.9 in respect of Cow Green Barytes [Barites] since Mr Rollin 



commenced. I will report to you on Mr Robinson’s letter re Rails by tomorrow’s or Thursday’s post 
and return the letter to you as instructed and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
At Barnard Castle 
 
 NEIMME/ZE/4/383 
 
Middleton 
July 5th 1899 
 
Rails at Trough Sike 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to [re…] Mr J. H. Robinson’s letter re the above which I have inquired into and now 
beg to report upon. 
The Rails in question (6-15 feet lengths) were laid in on old [level] near Trough Sike in Harwood. The 
[L..] was formally in the “Harwood Sett” but is now included in the Grass Hill Sett, last worked by Mr 
Swan, but without any Lease. 
H. Redfern is working for Mr Fernean at Dirt Pit, bought the rails from Robinson and moved them 
from the place to Dirt Pit. Race wrote to Mr Swan complaining of this – Mr Swan wrote to Mr 
Fernean who ordered the Rails to be taken back, which has been done. The value of the Rails was 
about 30/- 
I think the Rails belong to Lord Barnard, as the Harwood Mining Company (of which both Robs 
[Robinson] & Swan were the main [..]) has long been extinct although Robinson had told Redfern 
that he had Mr Scarth’s permission to dispose of them. It would be much more satisfactory if it was 
recognized that all plant left on a place after the termination of the time allowed for removal, should 
be the absolute property of the Lessor, and then do away with these disputes and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.           
      

NEIMME/ZE/4/384 
 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife wishes me to measure the allotment you have fenced in Harwood. I will be up by the post 
tomorrow (Tuesday) and shall be glad if you could give me a hand – if not please send word down by 
post today. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Jacob Scott    
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/384 



 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

I am obliged by your letter re Willy Hole. I saw Mr Fife on Friday last, and he wishes to have a look 

into Willy Hole and Green Hurth Mines on Friday next, the 14th inst. the programme is Willy Hole at 

say 10.30am and afterwards go over to Green Hurth. I will send a [suit] for Mr Fife to Lady Rake from 

[H….top] if one of your boys could take it over to the mine – and Mr Hunt thought I would be able to 

get the same [suit] I had on at Lady Rake. I understand Mr Fife to say he had written to you on the 

subject and I hope the time and day will suit your convenience. 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr R. F. Race 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/385-386 
 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
My dear Cousin 
I was very sorry I did not see you when you were at Middleton, as I was up The Dart when your letter 
arrived, and understood you were leaving Barnard Castle the following day for Newcastle where you 
intended to remain a week. I regret to say I have not been able to ascertain the whereabouts of the 
Coalfield you name, neither can I find out who your Brother James’ Solicitor was, although I had 
made many enquiries. Your brothers Thomas and Charles declared to me that they had no deeds, 
nor had had them, and your late father did not know where they were, neither had he any idea 
where the place was – in fact the whole thing has been so mysterious and doubtful – nothing to take 
hold of, that I have hesitated to spend money which might probably been expended to no use.  
I have been anxious to hear of your whereabouts for a long time and I have a considerable amount 
of money in my possession, which I should like to pay over to you. 
I have written to Messrs [Edwardson & Gowland] and expect to hear from them shortly, when I will 
give you a full statement of affairs and get things settled before you return to [….] most probably 
during next week. In the meantime if a cheque for £200 or £250 will be of use to you I shall be glad 
to forward same to you on account at once, and I remain with kind regards I remain 
Your affectionate cousin 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr M. Bainbridge 
Casanova 
Mount Joy Road 
Huddersfield 
            
NEIMME/ZE/4/387-388 
 



Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Dear Miss Longmire 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty Account due to Lord Barnard in respect of quarry at High Sike for 
the ½ year ending 30th June 1899, and have to request that you will kindly remit the amount of 
£2.8.0 to H. L. Fife Esq. Raby Estate Office, Staindrop at your early convenience. 
This completes the area set out by me in November 1896. 
In company with Mr N. Colling I have set out a further plot containing 132 square yards, sketch of 
which I give you on other side [a very basic sketch is shown] and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/389 
 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Miss Longmire 
High Dike 
Middleton 
 
To Lord Barnard  Dr 
To Royalty due to the Lord of the Manor in respect of Freestone Quarry at High Dike for ½ year 
ending 30th June 1899 as follows 
Area left 31st December 1898   24 square yards 
Area left 30th June 1899              0 square yards 
Area worked during ½ year ending 30th June 1899 24 square yards @ 2/- = £2.8.0  
 
    

NEIMME/ZE/4/390 
 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty Account due to Lord Barnard in respect of Freestone Quarry at 

Hunters Well worked by Mr M. Perry, and have to request that you will kindly remit the amount to 

H. L. Fife Esq. Raby Estate Office, Staindrop, in due course and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

Mr Thomas Alderson 

Montalbo Terrace 

Barnard Castle 



 NEIMME/ZE/4/390 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
Mr Thomas Alderson 

Barnard Castle 

To Lord Barnard Dr 

To Royalty due to the Lord of the Manor in respect of Freestone Quarry at Hunters Well, near 

Middleton for ½ year ending 30th June 1899 as follows 

Total area worked up to 30th June 1899 47 square yards 

Less paid for ½ year ending 31st December 1897 6 square yard 

Area [due] June 30th 1899 41 square yards @ 2/- = £4.2.0 

NEIMME/ZE/4/391 
 
Middleton 
July 10th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 

Enclosed I beg to hand you statement of account of Royalty due to Lord Barnard from you in respect 

of Sulphate of Barytes [barites] delivered from Cow Green Mine during ½ year ending 30th June 

1899, and I am to request that you will kindly remit the amount £23.10.10 to H. L. Fife Esq. Raby 

Estate Office, Staindrop, in due course and I remain 

Yours truly  

James S. Hyslop 

J.C. Rollin Esq. 

Newcastle on Tyne 

NEIMME/ZE/4/391 
 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 

Newcastle on Tyne 

To Lord Barnard  Dr. 

To Royalty due on sulphate of Barytes [barites] sent away from Cow Green Mine during ½ year 

ending 30th June 1899 as follows 

Quarterly deliveries during the month of January 1899 74 tons 

Quarterly deliveries during the month of February 1899 130 tons 



Quarterly deliveries during the month of March 1899 170 tons  

Quarterly deliveries during the month of April 1899 155 tons 

Quarterly deliveries during the month of May 1899 202 tons 

Quarterly deliveries during the month of June 1899 224 tons 

Total for ½ year 957  £23.18.10 

NEIMME/ZE/4/392 
 
Middleton 
July 11th 1899 
 
Sir 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, and will be at Mr Watson’s office tomorrow at 1.30pm. 

as requested. 

I have forwarded the following accounts to the respected parties, viz. 

Mr Rollin (barytes [barites]) £23.18.10 

Miss Longmire (Quarry) £2.8.0 

Thomas Alderson (Quarry) £4.2.0 

And enclose copies of the accounts herewith I remain 

Your obedient servant 

James > Hyslop 

H. L. Fife Esq. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/393 
 
Description of Forest Sett Boundary.     (coloured “Pink”) 
Beginning at Ettersgill Bridge on the Main Road from Middleton to Alston and extending up Ettersgill 
Beck and High Flood Beck to the top thereof thence by a straight line to a Boundary stone to 
Fendrith Hill upon the ground laid between the Manors of Middleton and Stanhope, and thence 
along the said Boundary Line in a North Westerly direction to a Boundary Stone fixed in the said 
Boundary 2950 chains or thereabouts from said Fendrith Hill and thence in a straight line in a South 
Westerly direction to a Boundary Stone fixed at the top of Harthope Beck and thence down the said 
Beck to its junction with [….] Langdon Beck and thence to its junction with Harwood Beck and thence 
to its junction with the River Tees thence extending down the said River to the west wall of Low 
Hagg Plantation near High Force Waterfall, and thence extending along the said wall to the Main 
Road, and thence along the said Road to Ettersgill Bridge where this Boundary first began. 
(for Lead, Zinc, Sulphate and Carbonate of Barytes [barites])     
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/394 



 
Description of Dubby Sike Gill Boundary (coloured “Yellow”) 
Lead, Zinc, Sulphate and Carbonate of Barytes [barites])     
Beginning at a point in the River Tees 100 yards where its intersected by the Dubby Sike Vein go in a 
straight line to a Boundary Stone about 24 chains from [Bleak] Law [currock] in a North Easterly 
direction and thence in a South Westerly direction to a to a point in the River Tees 22.30 chains west 
of Dubby Sike Foot (near Ordnance Mark 1842) and thence up the River Tees to a point 100 yards 
north of its intersection by the Dubby Sike Vein, where this Boundary first began. 
Langdon Description (on Draft) coloured “Blue” (Lead, Zinc Sulphate and Carbonate of Barytes 
[barites])     
Cow Green Description (on Draft) coloured “Pink” (Lead, Zinc Sulphate and Carbonate of Barytes 
[barites])   
La [Societe Anonyme du Min.. et Fond… de Zinc de la Vielle Montagne, Ming..] Company registered 
in Belgium and having their registered office at [Angl…] near Liege Belgium    
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/395 
 
Description of Cow Green and Dubby Sike Mining Sett Boundary 
Beginning at a point in the River Tees 100 yards North of its intersection by the Dubby Sike Vein, go 
in a North Easterly direction in a straight line to[Bleak Law Currock], and thence in a straight line in a 
North Easterly direction to [Black] Hill Sike foot at its junction with Harwood Beck, and hance down 
the said Beck to its junction with [B..ke] Sike, and thence from [B..ke] Sike foot in a straight line in a 
south Westerly direction to the foot of Maize Beck at its junction with the River Tees and thence up 
the said River to the point where the Boundary first began.  
Area 2589 acres or thereabouts   
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/396 
 
Middleton 
July 13th 1899 
 
Dear Sirs 

Enclosed I beg to hand you Description of Cow Green and Dubby Sike Sett and area. You will show 

that there is a clause in the draft agreeing to give Mr Rollin the option of the Dubby Sike grounds and 

this clause will now require to be omitted. 

Yours truly 

James S. Hyslop 

Messrs W. and W. J. Watson 

Barnard Castle. 

NEIMME/ZE/4/397 
 
Middleton 
July 15th 1899 
 



Dear Sirs 

Hunter’s Well Quarry 

In reply to your letter re the above, I beg to say that I carefully measured the area of the ground 

worked by Mark Perry, and I gave him every benefit I thought he was entitled to in my 

measurements. His assertion to you is simply absurd, as I think you will see, if you inspect the place 

and I remain 

yours truly 

James S. Hyslop   

Mr Thomas Alderson 

Barnard Castle 

NEIMME/ZE/4/398 
 
Middleton 
July 21st 1899 
Willy Hole Mining Sett 
 
Sir 
Referring to the above Sett, and to your visit to the Mine on Friday last, I understand that Mr Swan 
has not been in Teesdale this week as expected. Mr Race would inform him of your having to be 
from home, and he had probably postponed his visit with the hope of meeting you personally on the 
matter of a Lease of the Sett. With regard to Willy Hole Mine I think you would be thoroughly 
convinced from what you said that Lord Barnard has a very valuable property there, and that it 
should be worked with spirit and energy either by Mr Swan or failing him by some other person, and 
on as extensive scale as possible. If Mr Swan is able to satisfy you of his ability and intension to do 
so, I think he has the first claim, in view of the amount of Capital he has already sunk in the place, 
but I submit that a proper understanding should be arrived at on this point. There is no doubt Mr 
Fernean would push it forward for all it could do, and he has this great advantage, that he has a 
market for all the Zinc Ore he can possibly raise whereas Mr Swan has to find his market. Mr 
Fernean also looks for his profit, probably more to the manufactured article than to the ore 
produced from the mine. My great hope is that in an active prosecution of this trial for Zinc Ore in 
the lower levels, very valuable Zinc Ore will be cut, and this is my opinion, from a pecuniary point of 
view, is of more importance to Lord Barnard than the Zinc deposits, but in any case it means a 
considerable amount of best labour, which of course acts indirectly to the interest of his Lordship.  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.      
 

NEIMME/ZE/4/399 
 
Middleton 
July 21st 1899 
Sir 



Mr Thomas Allinson, Joiner Middleton has asked me for an advance on his contract for joiner work 
at the Town Hall and I herewith beg to enclose certificate for the same (£25). 
I am glad to say I have finished […..], and am now going on with tracing for the Mining Agreement, 
which I hope to finish early next week. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.      
 

   
NEIMME/ZE/4/399 
 
Middleton 
July 21st 1899 
Alterations at Town Hall, Middleton 
 
I beg to certify that Thomas Allinson is entitled to the sum of Twenty five pounds on account of 
Contract for joiner work for the above alterations. 
James S. Hyslop 
£25.0.0   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/400 
 
Middleton 
July 22nd 1899 
 
Sir 
Since writing to you yesterday I am informed that although Mr Swan has not been over, his clerk was 
at Willy Hole on Wednesday last, together with Mr Davidson, an engineer from Hexham. I have not 
heard particulars of what was done but will do so on Monday and will write you as early as possible. 
 Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/401-402 
 
Middleton 
July 25th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 22nd inst. I have handed the cheque for £25 to Mr 
Allinson, and forwarded his receipt for same to Mr Garthwaite. I also beg to return Mrs Gibson’s 
letter re alterations at Town Hall at which I am surprised. I explained to her husband what we 
proposed to do and he agreed to our fixing a ventilating pipe from the W.C. to their wall (if 
necessary) subject to our paying an acknowledgement. This I afterwards found I could avoid doing as 
I explained to you at the time. I am informed that [1/-] per year is paid to Lord Barnard on account of 
this property for the privilege of light overlooking his Lordship’s property in the Town Hall yard and 
John Coltman’s yard. I am certain that no nuisance will be created, in fact we are doing away with 
what the Inspector said was a great nuisance. 



In further reference to my letter to you re Willy Hole Mine I saw Mr Race yesterday, who informed 
me that he had sent you a full statement of Messrs Clark and Davison’s visit on Wednesday last. so 
far as I could learn Mr Davison examined the ground with a view to submitting to Mr Swan the 
quantity of plant he could supply for a specified sum (probably £100, but Mr Race was not certain). A 
much larger sum than that will be required to develop the mine, and I would suggest the advisability 
of some definite understanding being made between you and Mr Swan, before more capital is sunk. 
I enclose a catalogue of a large sale of Mining Plant now going on, which I named to Race, but he had 
no order to attend. It affords a rare opportunity o fitting up a new place like Willy Hole or Cow Green 
at a great reduction of cost, as many things will go for the cost of the iron. Both Mr Rollin and Mr 
Swan are aware of the sale and may have representatives there.  
The London Lead Company’s new manager arrived yesterday but I have not yet seen him. I 
understand Mr Hunt will leave on Saturday, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop    
NEIMME/ZE/4/403 
 
Middleton 
July 25th 1899 
Dear Sir 
In consequence of my having to be up the Dale all day yesterday, I am sorry that I cannot get the 
Cow Green tracings finished today, but will forward the same as early as possible. As I presume they 
will not be required until the details of the agreement are finally settled, I trust the slight delay will 
not keep anything back. I hope to get them away tomorrow and the remainder next week. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs W. and W. Watson 
  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/403 
 
Middleton 
July 23rd 1899  
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you T. Allinson’s receipt for £25 on account of alterations at the Town Hall, 
Middleton, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Garthwaite 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/404 
 
Middleton 
July 31st 1899  
Sir 



I beg to report to you that there are fields belonging to Lord Barnard at [Br…] Way situated on the 
Yorkshire side of the Tees, and now included in that County on the new revised Ordnance Map, 
which gives the areas as follows 
No 162 11.619 acres Thomas Collinson (tenant) 
No 164 3.557 acres Wm. Collinson (tenant) 
Total 17.047 acres Rates paid in respect of Yorkshire. 
With regard to the field near Newbiggin […] by Mr Dickinson and which is on the Yorkshire side of 
the River, I have not got the revised map for this part and therefore cannot say whether it is included 
in Yorkshire buy it will probably be so. The area of this field on the old Ordnance Map is 5.341 acres 
making a total of 22.388 acres in Yorkshire. I am not sure whether Dickinson pays rates in Yorkshire, 
but am told he does. Should I find this is not correct I will inform you and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. with regard to the date when the River was diverted, T. Collinson’s father,( born about 1786) 
could not remember it but what heard of his father talk of it. In an old plan at High Force made in 
1769 the original course is shown, and on another one made in 1829 the River is shown as it is at 
present, so that the diversion probably took place between 1769 and 1786.  J. S. H. 
NEIMME/ZE/4/405 
 
Middleton 
August 1st 1899  
 
Mr R. F. Race 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to return you Balance Sheet of the London Lead Company for which I am much 
obliged. Will make you a copy of same if you would like one. I shall be glad if you will kindly 
acknowledge receipt so that I may know you have received it safely 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/406 
 
Middleton 
August 5th 1899  
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you sketch of ground proposed to be used by Mr Rollin as a loading tip near 
Langdon Beck. I have seen Mr Barker, who has no objection to our taking the land for this purpose, 
but he hopes Mr Rollin will be able to give him a share of the work for his horses in the excavation 
which will be required. I have also got John Gargate’s consent to use the old cart road in his field as a 
means of access to the top of the depot (as shown on plan) with the loaded carts. I think there is 
sufficient room for the purposes as shown, the area of which is 864 square yards, but this can be 
increased in necessary when the place is set out.  
Mr [Janson] and Mr Foskitt are in Middleton this weekend. The Bargains for Lower Teesdale were 
held yesterday when an attempt was made to lower the rate of wages. I understand 10 or 11 of the 
men refused to take a Bargain and unfortunately they are nearly all good men. The Lady Rake 
Bargains will be today, when they may perhaps be able to come to some arrangement, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 



H.L.Fife  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/407 
 
Middleton 
August 5th 1899  
See Below 
Received of Mr John Parnaby the sum of two shillings and six pence in payment for the privilege of 
working the Freestone Quarry near Spring Hill up to the present railings, on condition of his keeping 
the Road leading to and from the Quarry to the Main Road near Stotley in good condition and 
satisfactory repair. 
For H. L. Fife 
James S. Hyslop 
  
Received of Mr John Parnaby the sum of two shillings and six pence in payment for the privilege of 
working the Freestone Quarry near Spring Hill up to the line of the present Railings, on condition 
that he keep the Road leading to and from the said Quarry to the Main Road near Stotley in good 
condition and satisfactory repair. 
Pp H. L. Fife 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/408 
 
Middleton 
August 7th 1899  
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I hand you receipt for the 2/6 you paid me on Saturday last in respect of your Quarry at 
Spring Hill and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr John Parnaby  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/409 
 
Middleton 
August 7th 1899  
Sir 
I received the sum of 2/6 from Mr John Parnaby on Saturday night in respect of his Quarry at Spring 
Hill, and herewith beg to hand you postal order for the amount. On the other side I add copy of the 
receipt I gave him, and remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Copy 
Middleton 
August 7th 1899 
Received of Mr John Parnaby the sum of two shillings and six pence in payment for the privilege of 
working the Freestone Quarry near Spring Hill up to the line of the present Railings, on condition 



that he keep the Road leading to and from the said Quarry to the Main Road near Stotley in good 
condition and satisfactory repair. 
Pp H. L. Fife 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/410 
 
Middleton 
August 7th 1899  
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 5th inst. I am unable to give you the date of [Mrs B…’s] death, as no 
notice was sent to me at the time of her death. Some time ago I had a communication from a Mr 
Cleminson of Heighington near Darlington asking if I could give him Mrs [Bainbridge’s] address as he 
was the executor for Mrs [Borrow]. This I could not do having no knowledge of her whereabouts. I 
understand she is now at Huddersfield, and informed her I could  give her an advance of £250 at any 
time on account, but before doing so I thought I should like to see you and have been intending to 
come over to Ripon, but have been prevented from doing so by my duties here. The Balance at the 
Bank is at present £367.18.1, so if you will make out a statement of the mortgages etc. together with 
your expenses I will try to get a day next week to go into the matter with you and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs Edmondson and [Garland]  
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/411-412 
 
Land Office 
9 Martin’s Lane, [C…..] London S.E. 
11 July 1899 
 
I am directed by the Governors and Court of [……] to hand you [….] a copy of the Report to be read at 
the General Court to be held at the [Court] Office at 10’clock pm. On Tuesday the 18inst. and also 
the statement of accounts for the period ending 13 May 1899 with the Auditor’s Report thereon. 
I am your obedient servant 
(signed) John Elliott Secretary 
 
Report 
The Directors now present their Report for the ½ yearly period ending 13 May last, together with the 
Auditors’ Account and the Auditor’s Report to the proprietors. 
The Directors regret that the falling off in the produce of the Mines which has been referred to in 
several preceding ½ yearly Reports has become still more serious during the period under review, 
and is causing them much anxiety, as there is no appearance of improvement at present. The 3 
leading exploratory trials in Lower Teesdale have been completed, resulting in disappointment after 
considerable outlay. The trial in Upper Teesdale is still in progress. 
The short supply of Ore to the Mill greatly increased the cost of manufacture, it being impossible to 
reduce all the expenses in proportion to the smaller quantity of Ore to be treated. 
The Profit and Loss Account for the ½ year shows an audit balance of a little over£2000, and as this 
amount will be about sufficient to afford a Dividend of 5/- per share the Directors recommend the 
proprietors to declare a Dividend of that amount. 



It must be understood, however, that the Balance profit has not been the result of the Ore raising of 
the ½ year, which on the contrary has been carried ore at a loss. The profit has been due to sales 
having been effected of Stocks brought forward from previous half years, which were valued at the 
time at a much lower figure than the sales have in fact realized.  
It will be seen from the account that the stock of Lead and Ore carried forward is greatly reduced as 
compared with former times, so that this source of profit which has largely helped the past half year, 
cannot be looked for in future. 
(end)      
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/413-415 
 
Copy 
St. Nicholas Building 
Newcastle on Tyne 
5 July 1899 
To the Corporation of the Gov. and Company for smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal 
[G…] 
We have audited the accounts of the Corporation for the period extending from the 31st October 
1898 to the 13th May last, and in our opinion the [….] Balance Sheet is a full and fair Balance Sheet, 
properly drawn up so as exhibit  a true and correct view of the affairs of the Corporation as shown in 
the Books. 
After writing off the sum of £399 for depreciation of plant the profit and loss account for the period 
shows a profit of £2,020.4.7 
The stocks of Ore Lead and Stores etc. have been taken and certified by your officials. The Ore and 
Lead Stocks have been valued at the price at which the stocks at 31st October last were taken into 
the accounts, the sales having absorbed the whole of the produce during the period. 
Provision has been made in the accounts for ascertained accrued charges [ this line indistinct]. 
We have reported to a Court upon the Details of the Audit. 
I remain yours faithfully  
Monkhouse Goddard and Company, Charted Accountants 
 
The Balance Sheet shows the Capital, return of capital, Dividends, and sundry Creditors including 
trade, wages and royalties amounting to £2754.9.5. it also values the land house and cottages, mine 
leases and stocks.  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/416 
 
Middleton 
August 11th 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you copy of the London Lead Company’s Balance Sheet for ½ year ending 13 
May last. 
The contractor has promised to give me tender for suggested alteration to W. C. etc. tonight and I 
will write you by morning post tomorrow. 
 
Your obedient servant 
James s. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 



  
 NEIMME/ZE/4/416 
 
Middleton 
August 12th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to inform you that the alteration to W. Closet etc. suggested by Mrs Gibson, as per enclosed 
statement by which the front wall of building will be moved back 5 feet from the side of her window, 
will cost £10. She has made a verbal offer to me to subscribe £3 towards this alteration, and to allow 
her yard to be used, on our paying an acknowledgement of six pence per year. Waiting your 
instructions before doing anything more in fitting up the closet I remain   
Your obedient servant 
James s. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/417 
 
Middleton 
August 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In this post I am sending you sample of what I think is Zinc Ore, which I got about ½ mile further up 
Ettersgill Beck than where your men are working, after passing the outcrop of the Whin Dike and Sill 
and what appears to be a regular vein. I am glad to hear that Mr Fife and you have been able to 
come to an arrangement with regard to the Langdon and other setts in Teesdale and I trust your 
operations may lead to satisfactory results. Nothing definite has been done with Mr Swan in respect 
of the Willy Hole Zinc Mine. In my previous interview with you I understood that in the event of our 
negotiations with Mr Swan falling through, you would like to have the ground on behalf of your 
company with the object of thoroughly developing this very promising Royalty and although, as 
matters stand at present, nothing can be done in this direction, I shall be glad to hear if this is still 
your wish, as it may be desirable for me to know your views on this point, and I remain 
 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 C Fernean  
Nenthead    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/418 
 
Middleton 
August 14th 1899 
 
Dear Cousin 
In reply to your letter I wrote to Mr[ Gowland] some time since, asking him to make me out some 
particulars I required with regards to the estate, and saying I would go over to Ripon early last week 
and see him, so as to arrange matters at once for paying your money over. The reply was that he 
was on his holidays, but the matter would be attended to immediately on his return. No date was 
mentioned for his return, but I will go over and see Mr [Brown’s secretary] tomorrow or Wednesday, 



and if I possibly can will do my best to let you have the greater part of the cash this week or early 
next week if I find nothing prevents my doing so. Any money which is out on mortgage will of course 
have to be arranged for, and may require a little time. I get away from home very badly, but I will try 
to work for you conscientiously.  I am sorry to hear about Charles and your kindness is very much to 
your credit, but he has to blame himself very much, and you have yourself and Nellie to consider. 
With kind love I am in haste  
Your affectionate cousin 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mrs Bainbridge 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/419 
 
Middleton 
August 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 12th inst. I am not able to give you the exact date of Mrs [Borrows’s] 
death, but I shall make enquiries, and hope to be in Ripon on Mr Gowland’s return from his holidays, 
when I shall probably see you. Some time ago I had a communication from a Mr Cleminson who 
informed me was her executor, as to Mr Bainbridge’s whereabouts, but this I could not give him.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
[J. D. Watterby] 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/420-421 
 
Middleton 
August 15th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Duty Tickets for Duty Ore now laying at Green Hurth Mine to your order 
and remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company  
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
No 1 
30 January 1899 
Laid at Mine 
4.4/- 
Green Hurth Mine  
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
James S. Hyslop  
 
No2 
March 15 1899 
Laid at Mine 



3.2/- 
Green Hurth Mine  
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
James S. Hyslop  
 
No 3 
28 April 1899 
Laid at Mine 
4.4/- 
Green Hurth Mine  
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
James S. Hyslop  
 
No41 
6 June 1899 
Laid at Mine 
4.4/- 
Green Hurth Mine  
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
James S. Hyslop 
  
30 January 1899 
Laid at Mine to your order3 B.4 C4 at £8.10.9 per Ton =£15.9.2 
 
15 March 1899 
Laid at Mine to your order3 B.3 C2 at £8.1559 per Ton =£11.8.0 
 
28 April 1899 
Laid at Mine to your order3 B.4 C4 at £9.1.9 per Ton =£16.7.2 
 
6 June 1899 
Laid at Mine to your order3 B.4 C4 at £8.18.49 per Ton =£16.1.0 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/422 
 
Middleton 
August 16th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 14th inst. I beg to say that the Duty Ore at Green Hurth is sold by me to 
Messrs J. C. Swan who if they choose may desire to lift it on the same day as the Bulk is lifted. This 
has not been their custom and if you can arrange with them, I am willing for the Lead Ore now laying 
dressed to be sent away (if necessary) to make up the parcel of 25 tons and I will arrange to take the 
Duty for the same, when you re-commence washing. I shall be glad if you will advise me what 
arrangements you make and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
A T Winship 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/423 



 
Middleton 
August 16th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th inst. enclosing Mr Robinson’s letter, which I 
herewith return. The old plant referred to is at Langdon Mines and consists of a few train rails and 
old iron waggon a wood tub for washing Lead Ore, and a few other small things. Their value is very 
trifling, in fact they are scarcely worth the cost of removal. As the Hay crop is now nearly all in he 
should have no difficulty in getting it away and a further extension of time, say a fortnight or 3 
weeks would probably be sufficient. I have seen Mrs Gibson and laid your letter before her, but she 
will not agree to pay more than £3 towards the cost of alteration. I do not think the sanitary 
authority will make any more, as they cannot prove any nuisance. I do not know what advise Mr 
Watson is giving her, but I understand he has been consulted, and for her offer to pay towards the 
expense does not appear to strengthen their contention as to their right to have a light on the yard. I 
believe the Building can legally stand as it is, the only objection being the point you name to me 
respecting his Lordship’s unwillingness to appear hard in the matter. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
         
NEIMME/ZE/4/424 
 
Middleton 
August 17th 1899 
7.30 pm 
 
Sir 
On my return from Wire Gill tonight I received the following telegram from Mr Fernean 
“Letter received answer affirmative, have been away, writing tomorrow Fernean” 
If I receive his letter in the morning I will forward it by the morning post 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
         
NEIMME/ZE/4/425 
 
Middleton 
August 18th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to yours of yesterday’s date I will arrange to be at Ripon on the 24th inst. arriving about 
noon. In the meantime I shall be glad if you will kindly send me a statement of what money you have 
received on account of Investments etc., and also if you will send me the Bank Pass Book, made up 
to date, which I think is at your office. I should also like to send Mrs Bainbridge a cheque for say 
£300 at once, if this would be in order, as she […] may be useful to her. Please wire me your opinion 
of this on receipt of this letter and I could send it to her tomorrow, if you approve. 
Yours truly       
James S. Hyslop 



 
Messrs Edmondson & Gowland 
         
NEIMME/ZE/4/426 
 
Middleton 
August 19th 1899 
Willy Hole Mine 
 
Sir 
In further reference to my letter to you of the 17 inst. I now beg to enclose a letter I have received 
from Mr Fernean this morning, receipt of which I have acknowledged, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/426 
 
Middleton 
August 19th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and telegram, for which I am obliged, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
C Fernean Esq. 
Nenthead 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/427 
 
Nenthead, Alston 
August 18th 1899 
Copy, original sent to Mr Fife 18th August 1899  
 
Dear Sir 
Your letter came duly to hand, but I could not reply top it immediately as I was away. I telegraphed 
to you yesterday from Newcastle, which telegram I now explain. With regard to Willy Hole and 
Grassfield Mining Setts the state of matters is the following. Mr Swan writing directly to the 
[Company] asks for £4000 for the transfer of the Lease. He afterwards reduced his demand to £2000 
and a Royalty – the Company did not accept this offer and offered him £1000 and a Royalty, which 
offer has not been accepted as far as I am aware. I have no doubt the Company would make the 
same offer, should the ownership change, or the lease become vacant – I will write to them to 
ascertain their intentions, in order to be ready should the occasion arise. 
Yours truly 
C Fernean 
 
James S. Hyslop 
Middleton in Teesdale 



Copy of Telegram (August 17/99) 
From C. Fernean to James Hyslop “letter received answer [affirmative] – have been away – writing 
tomorrow” Fernean 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/428 
 
Middleton 
August 19th 1899 
 
Dear Cousin 
I have arranged to be at Ripon on Thursday next, and hope to see you at Mr Gowland’s office. Since I 
wrote you I have been to [Heightington] and seen Mrs [B….] Executor (Mr Cleminson). According to 
her will he has your father’s watch, and £10 in money for you, and I thought he had better come 
over with me on Thursday so that he can pay you the same and get your receipt at the same time.  
I wrote to Gowland’s [….] saying I would like to pay you £300 an account at once, if I should be in 
order in doing so, and asked them to wire me so that I might get it away today. They reply that 
Thursday will be the proper time to pay the money over, so that I suppose I shall be obliged to let it 
stand over till that date. In hast I remain 
Your affectionate cousin 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mrs Bainbridge 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/429 
 
Middleton 
August 22nd 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I have not as yet heard from Mr Winship re sale of Green Hurth Ore, nor from Mr Stoddart. Mr W. 
wrote to him asking if I was willing for him to make up the 25 lot from the duty. I wrote saying the 
Duty Ore belonged to Mr Swan, who could and might send for it anytime, but if he could arrange 
with Mr Swan, then I was willing. He wrote back to say that he would just send that you had ready, 
but you thought you would be able to get as much as much as would fill the whole parcel of 25 Tons, 
irrespective of Duty. I presume I may hear from Winship today, in which case will write you 
tomorrow. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr R. F. Race 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/430 
 
Middleton 
August 25th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged to you for Mrs Bainbridge’s receipt enclosed in your letter to hand this morning. I notice 
that the Balance in Pass Book is £367.18.1 the amount paid being £367.16.1, leaving 2/- still 
remaining. I think also the Bank should have added Interest from the 30th June date which at 2% is I 



think about 22/-. Shall be glad if you will say if anything should be done with regard to these points 
and remain 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
      
NEIMME/ZE/4/431 
 
Middleton 
August 28th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged by your letter regarding sale of Green Hurth Ore, which has now been delivered to the 
London Lead Company. I shall be glad if you will kindly give me price of parcel of Zinc Ore delivered 
from Willy Hole in November 1898, and also the price3 of the last parcel which was delivered in June 
1899 and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
A T Winship Esq. 
Newcastle 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/432 
 
Middleton 
August 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, for which I am obliged. We have one Agricultural Show 
here on Friday first and we should be pleased if you could give me the pleasure of your presence. I 
am not sure whether Lord Barnard will be here, but if he is not I expect Mr Fife will preside at the 
Lunch. We also expect Mr [Boness] Sir J. W. Pease and other gentlemen to be present 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
C Fernean Esq. 
Nenthead   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/433 
 
Middleton 
August 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter I shall be glad to meet you at Langdon Beck on Saturday next about 3.15 pm 
and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
J. C. Rollin Esq.  
1 St Nicholas Building 
Newcastle on Tyne 



               
NEIMME/ZE/4/433 
 
Middleton 
August 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
By 2.20pm train today I sent to your address 2 tracings of Langdon Sett, 2 tracings of Forest Sett and 
2 tracings of Ettersgill Sett which I trust you have received, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs W. & W J Watson 
Barnard Castle   
               
NEIMME/ZE/4/434 
 
Middleton 
September 5th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to thank you for your subscription of £1.1.0 to the Middleton Show, and also for Mr 
Clutterbuck’s subscription, and I herewith enclose receipts for the same. We are especially grateful 
to you for your kindness, as we always looked upon the assistance received from the woodyard in 
fitting up the Grandstand as being Mr Scarth’s contribution to our show. I am sorry the day was so 
unfavourable, but I think we shall be able to pay our way, and we must hope for better for next year, 
I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L.Fife Esq. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/435 
 
Middleton 
September 5th 1899 
 
Received of H. L. Fife Esq. the sum of one pound one shilling, in payment of his subscription to 
Middleton in Teesdale Agricultural Show. 
James S. Hyslop 
With thanks 
£1.1.0 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/435 
 
Middleton 
September 5th 1899 
 
Received of H. L. Fife Esq. the sum of five pounds, in payment of Mr Clutterbuck’s subscription to 
Middleton in Teesdale Agricultural Show. 
James S. Hyslop 



With thanks 
£5.0.0 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/436 
 
Middleton 
September 7th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I called at Willy Hole yesterday on the chance of finding you there but was disappointed. Mr Swan 
named to me about taking [Levels for Re….], and if it will suit you I will come up on Monday next by 
the post and bring level with me, please drop me a line. 
I walked over to the Willy Hole Beck where the old Dead Heap was and found quite a quantity of 
Black Jack samples, one larger piece exactly the same quality as you are working now.  
I note you have sent away the Duty Ore from Green Hurth, which is all right, in haste I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
Mr Race 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/437 
 
Middleton 
September 8th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged to you for your letter, but I am afraid Mr Fife will not be able to get to the Mill on 
Monday, as I believe it is his business day at Staindrop office. I have however forwarded your letter 
to him and shall see him tomorrow, when I have no doubt he will come if he possibly can 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Stoddart 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/437 
 
Middleton 
September 8th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, which shall have my best attention. 
I also beg to enclose a letter I have received from Mr Stoddart, manager of the Lead Company Smelt 
Mill at Eggleshope but I am afraid the notice will be too short for your arrangements to be made. I 
hope to be down tomorrow when I will try to see you and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S, Hyslop 
 
H.L. Fife 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/438-440 
 
Middleton 



September 12th 1899 
 
Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you memoranda of interview with Mr Swan on 24 ult. viz. Willy Hole Sett 
Proposed Term 21 years 
Parties to Lease J. C. Swan, Walter Scott and Thomas Bell Barker. 
Minerals Leased Zinc Ore and Lead Ore 
Area of Sett       acres more or less 
Minimum number of miners employed – Ten 
Scale of Duty for Zinc for the price of Spelter was given. 
It ranged from below £15.0.0 per Ton, the price of Zinc Ore to be 8d per Ton to at £25.0.0 and above 
per Ton the price of Zinc Ore to be 3/- per Ton. 
Scale of Duty for Lead Ore was given. 
It ranged from when the gross selling price of Lead Ore sold from the mine was under £5.0.0 per Ton 
the rate of Duty to be 1/22 and 1/25 to when the gross selling price of Lead Ore sold from the mine 
was £10.10.0 and above per Ton the rate of Duty to be 1/9 and 1/12. 
Note – the scale for Lead Ore is that accepted by Mr Rollin (Cow Green) and Mr Fernean (Langdon, 
Forest and Ettersgill) and offered by Mr Fernean for Willy Hole but was not submitted to Mr Swan. 
Mr Swan to put down Washing Plant at Willy Hole as per plan submitted by him, and to make 
reservoir for working the same. 
 
Grasshill Sett 
Term of Lease 21 years 
Parties to Lease same as Willy Hole 
Minerals Leased – Zinc Ore, Lead Ore and Iron Ore. 
Minimum numbers of Miners employed – six. 
Scale of Duty for Zinc Ore – same as Willy Holw 
Scale of Duty for Lead Ore – same as Willy Holy 
Scale of Duty for Iron Ore – to be 1/- per Ton. 
Mr Swan to drive up the Herdship Low Level. 
Note Mr Swan raised the question of Lord Barnard rendering assistance in driving this Level, the cost 
of which is estimated at £3000. 
The question of including the small portion of the Harwood Beck Sett laying between Willy Hole and 
Grasshill Sett cannot be settled until some definite arrangement is made with the London Lead 
Company. 
Mr Swan asked for one Lease for the whole. This might be done by describing each sett respectively 
and specifying the conditions (such as number of men to be employed, and work agreed to be done 
etc.) at each place. 
 
Green Hurth Mine 
Mr Swan asked for a reduction of [Duty] and spoke of making a Water Rate from Col. Bing’s Ground 
(if Lease could be obtained) to the water wheel in order to unwater the Mine. 
Note I do not think this would be sufficient to keep the water out. In case of Col. Bing leasing his own 
minerals, he would require the water, and in case of a very droughty year (such as the present year) 
the quantity of water available is too small. 
The most efficient method appears to be to put in a larger set of pumps, with probably more steam 
power, or drive up the low level, and thus take between 30 and 40 fathoms of lift off, when the 
present pump would probably be sufficient. In the latter case they would loose the water for 
washing purposes. 
I will endeavour to make out some comparative statement with regard to the Rate of Duty, and lay 
the same before you on Friday, and I remain  



Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop     
NEIMME/ZE/4/441 
 
Middleton 
September 19th 1899 
Middleton Town Hall 
 
Sir 
I hereby beg to certify that Thomas Allinson [?Allison] is entitled to an advance of £20 on account of 
Joiner’s work done in respect of the above alterations and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L.Fife 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/442 
 
Middleton 
October 2nd 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 29th ulto, upon which I must ask the advice of my 
solicitor before deciding anything. In the meantime I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs [Steward] & Sons  
Leeds  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/442 
 
Middleton 
October 2nd 1899 
 
Gentlemen 
Mr Thompson has informed me of your wishes re door between the Billiard Rooms. I find that to fix 
two swing doors with a spring to each door will cost about £3.10.0 extra, and I do not think I should 
be justified in going to this extra expense before submitting the matter to Mr Fife. Should the 
committee wish me to do so I shall be glad to mention it to him when he’s at Middleton on Friday 
next. 
 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/443 
 
Middleton 



October 18th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I have received the enclosed with reference to the £35 mentioned by Mrs Bainbridge when she was 
at Ripon. The money was due from my brother Wm [William] when he went to America in 1883 or 
the early part of 1884. I have not seen him since Mrs Borrow’s death and had therefore no chance of 
getting the money from him. Mr Steward says I promised to pay this but I have no copy of my letter 
to him which he refers to. If I said any thing of this kind it would be with the expectation of being 
able to get you the money. I shall be glad if you will kindly advise me if you think I am liable to pay 
this, and if you think it proper write to Steward on the matter. If there is any doubt, I cannot afford 
to spend money on it, but would rather try to pay it at once. Hoping to hear from you at your earliest 
convenience, I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs Edmondson & Gowland  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/444-445 
 
Middleton 
October 21st 1899 
Proposed Reservoir at Willy Hole Mine 
 
Sir 
I beg to inform you that I have surveyed and levelled the site for the above proposed reservoir and 
herewith enclose Plan showing the same, to which I may add the following memorandum. 
1, the depth of water at Dam Breast which the [level] will allow, with a minimum amount of 
Breasting is 18’ 2” and the area of ground covered by the water will be 1ch, 3 16p. the Dam Breast as 
shown will contain about 3,500 cut yards of earth etc which will be got from the excavating. 
2, the Sections show the Depths to which it is suggested to take the excavations, viz. 
On Line 1 to 10 so as to have a uniform depth of 12 ft. of water 
On Line 1 to 8 so as to have a uniform depth of 11 ft. of water 
On Line 2 to 7 so as to have a uniform depth of 10 ft. of water. 
According to my calculations the quantity of [..] excavating as above will be about 12,000 cut yards 
and the capacity of the Dam when full about 5,000,000 gallons. 
A great deal of excavating will be peat moss and very easy cutting, but it is probable that the boulder 
clay will be tougher, which will be required for forming the clay puddle wall shown on section. 
3, the cost of making the dam to the size shown, will depend on the quantity of this clay which may 
have to be moved, the cost of digging the clay being considerably more than for peat moss. 
Assuming that the clay is present something like the proportion required for the construction of the 
Dam Breast, the cost would amount to about £400.  
4, the area of gathering ground available for obtaining a supply of water is about 440 acres and one 
inch of rainfall over this area is 9,982,280 Gallons. I think the average amount of rainfall in this 
District may be taken at 30”, which gives a total quantity of 299,460,400 Gallons of water per year. 
Trusting the above may be satisfactory to you I beg to remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/446 
 
Middleton 
October 23rd 1899 
 
Sir  
Middleton Town Hall Alterations 
 
I hereby beg to certify that Jonathon [Teward] and Sons are entitled to the sum of seventy one 
pounds, seventeen shillings and three pence (£71.17.3) as per enclosed statement. 
And that Thomas Allinson (joiner) is entitled to the sum of nineteen pounds five shillings and five 
pence (£19.5.5) as per enclosed statement. 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/446 
 
Middleton 
October 23rd 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you certificate for payment of money to Jon. [Teward] & Sons and Thomas 
Allinson in respect of Middleton Town Hall. I will forward T. Bell’s certificate as soon as he has 
finished his work, which I expect will be this week, but his men have been away for the last week 
working on Lord Strathmore’s estate. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/447 
 
Middleton 
October 30th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th inst. in which you inform me that his Lordship 
has been pleased to give me the appointment lately held by Mr Hope in Teesdale. It is impossible for 
me to adequately express my thanks to his Lordship and yourself for your great kindness, but I trust 
to prove my gratitude by at all times using my best endeavours to perform my duties efficiently and 
to your satisfaction. 
I may say that the terms stated in your letter are perfectly satisfactory, and I beg to thank you for 
your liberal consideration of the same, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/448 
 



Middleton 
October 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter. As I cannot afford to risk any money in litigation I have upon the advice of Mr 
Gowland, decided to pay the Back rent money owing to Mrs Borrow by my brother and have written 
to Mrs Bainbridge on the matter on the matter in accordance with her request contained in her 
letter to me and I have no doubt we will be able to arrange respecting the time or […] of payment. In 
the meantime I trust you, on your part, will not put any difficulties in the way of my making an 
amicable arrangement with Mrs Bainbridge 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
Messrs Steward & Sons 
Leeds 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/449-450 
 
Middleton 
October 30th 1899 
 
Dear Mrs Bainbridge 
In reply to your letter to me, re the rent owing to your late father by my brother William I must say 
that I feel very much surprised at your wanting me to pay money that I have not received, and have 
had no chance of [rec…] on behalf of the estate. I have not seen my brother since your father died, 
and had no power to pay his private debts out of my father’s estate.  
However as it appears I very foolishly promised to see this paid (with the idea of getting the money 
from William) if you really insist upon me doing so I will pay you the £35. With regard to the mode of 
payment, you will, I trust meet me as favourably as you can. My salary is only £100 a year and with a 
growing family, it takes at pretty near all tom keep us. Your idea of £5 per month would press very 
heavily upon me. I think under the circumstances we might come to a friendly arrangement by 
deciding the matter between us, and my paying you the sum of twenty pounds (£20) as my share of 
the £35. I admit it is hard for you to money but it is arguably hard for me to have to pay money I 
have never received. Failing this I must of course try to raise the money as best as I can, but I leave 
the matter to your own sense of what’s required. Please drop me a line of your decision at your 
earliest convenience, and with kind regards to self and Nelly, I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mrs Bainbridge 
The {P…] 
Lakewood 
New Jersey 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/451 
 
Estate Office 
Middleton 
November 4th 1899 
 
Mr Thomas [Bowron] 
High Dike 



 
Dear Sir 
I am instructed by Mr Fife to inform you that he is willing to let you the [Bengy] Hill land containing 
12a.0.13 and the estate of the Skears plantation, containing 84a.3.10 or thereabouts at the yearly 
rental of twenty five pounds (£25) to which must be added a small amount tithe charge which I think 
will be about 6 or 7 shillings per year, possession from Lady Day next. I shall be glad if you will inform 
me in writing as early as possible if you accept the above, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/452-454 
 
November 4th 1899 
[very difficult to read] 
To Mr May 
Work in hand [Joiners] 
Hy Bainbridge’s Byre – stalls for cattle to begin with 
Scott (Wheysike) 2 new doors to begin with skirting boards and stoothing fixed. 
[Beach…] Stoney Gill one partition 2 […] to [bricks] about 32 [….] of ¾ board to cut 8 feet lengths 
Robinson Jno. Middleton Sheep House –put […] and […] sheet fix 41/2 [……….] 
Dickinson Wm. [Co….] Top Byre – fittings for Byre to begin with 
Allinson Ettersgill – repairs – Byre door and […], Stable and [p…]                 kitchen and bedroom 
windows 2 [tre…] windows, new to begin with 
[Laws R.] Newbiggin, Carthouse, Coal House, Pigsty and privy – put roof on materials […] 
School Master’s House Harwood – new hand rail, look at stair step repair privy and doors. 
[B….] Close (Collinson) – repair window 
Barker Jon. (Langdon Beck) 2-6’ length of […..], 1-9 foot gate […] and [….] 
Phillpot Forest – repair downcomer 
Moor Rigg Horn – n[….] 
Dickson Ettersgill – repair window 
Ask Hill J. Dickinson –  door and frame made 
Bainbridge Mark [Ba…] back window and door 
Scott Mrs [Walker] Hill – repair doors  
High Force – cellar door delivered but not fixed, wainscoting under windows dining room floor 
repaired, new shelves in butler’s pantry 
Mrs Coltman [Midd..] 3 new shelves in sitting room -15’wide length of […] 
Riggside – to stand […] for the present 
 
Estate Office  
Middleton  
November 4th 1899 
 
Dear Sir, 
Enclosed I hand you particulars of the workers’ […] over this morning. It is important that this work 
should be pushed forward with all the [de…] possible and I hope to have your hearty co-operation 
towards this end. As the work gets done please fill in date of completion and return the sheet to me  
I remain 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Thos [Thomas] May 



P. S. I will give you the particulars about Hy. Bainbridge’s Byre on Tuesday or Wednesday 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/455 
 
Estate Office  
Middleton  
November 4th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I understand Mr Hope sent you an order for slates some time ago for the Raby Estate I Teesdale. I 
shall be obliged if you will kindly inform me when they will be ready as we are urgently in need of 
them. I may say that Mr Hope has retired from his position as agent in Teesdale and his duties are 
now being performed by myself. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Longstaff 
Mickleton  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/456 
 
Middleton  
November 4th 1899 
Willy Hole Zinc Ore 
 
Dear Sir 
Your letter to hand. Mr Fife has forwarded your letter to him, and I understand is willing to allow the 
present parcel to be delivered from the mine, under protest, as in the last case. I have not yet heard 
that Mr Swan has yet made any move towards getting an arrangement with Mr Fife.  
I will endeavour to get you the carts you name for Monday next and following days. I presume the 
men could carry a Ton if they can load it and like to do so. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr R. F. Race 
Ash Gill Head 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/457-458 
 
Middleton  
November 6th 1899 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter with the enclosures, which I will return to you in the 
course of a few days. 
As requested by Mr Fife I now enclose a statement respecting [“Game Boyes”] supplied from 
woodyard to the Lessees of the sporting rights during last season. The number of Boyes shown in 
No. 1 a/c were ordered from the yard and delivered, the value being £2.9.0 
The number shown in No. 2 a/c is the actual number used by My Clutterbuck. The remainder are in 
stock, and belong either to him or the Estate, and in the latter case should be returned to the yard. I 
may point out that Lord Barnard has already paid for the latter and material for the making of these 
Boyes, and this [….] would these lay idle for 12 months. 



Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Garthwaite  
There is a table of accounts due from Mr Clutterbuck and Mr Hunter to Lord Barnard. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/459 
 
Middleton  
November 6th 1899 
 
 Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and will have the ground at High Force prepared at once 
in accordance therewith. The beech tree, which obstructed the view of the waterfall has been 
remove and the firs will be done tomorrow. 
I beg to report to you that Joseph [Par..ley] has agreed to give £5 per year for Snaisgill Plantation and 
Thomas Brown has agreed to take Bengy Hill and the Skears Plantation at a rental of £25 per year. 
Mr Thomas Lee has left Hastings and his present address is Anchorage Hill, Richmond Yorkshire. Mr 
Dickinson has done nothing at his fence yet and will probably be required in the plantations until 
after the tree planting is completed. The High Force ground is now ready for the young trees. 
I have been at Whey Sike and Bridge House today and hope to get the work forward faster at these 
and other places. I am glad to say Mr May is working cordially with me up to the present. In order to 
try to alter the state of affairs and again I have once got round among the men I have no doubt there 
will be an improvement. 
I saw Mr Dawson and I think I will be able to get the 13/- sent from him on Saturday next.  
We have managed to lift the Zinc Ore at Willy Hole on Monday next and following days. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/460 
 
Estate Office Middleton  
November 9th 1899 
To Mr Joseph Raine 
Please supply Matt. Ireland 3 Sacks [br..shes] 1 [pa…] [Br..sh] 
J. S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/460 
 
Estate Office Middleton  
November 9th 1899 
Mr R. W. Raine 
Please supply Matt. Ireland with ½ cwt. White lead, 1 gallon turpentine and ½ stone green paste. 
J. S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/461 
 
Estate Office Middleton  



November 11th 1899 
 
Tree planting at High Force 
Sir 
The young trees for the above are ordered and may be here any time, after which you will please 
take all your men and get them in as quickly as possible. In planting you will observe the following 
order viz.  
2 larches – 1spruce – 1hardwood – 1larch – 1scotch and then repeat thus 
L L SP H L SC L L SP H L SC L L SP etc. 
 L L SP H L SC L L SP H L SC L L SP etc. 
L L SP H L SC L L SP H L SC L L SP and so on. 
Trees to be planted 4 feet apart.  
In view of the position I wish you to hold under me I have received permission from Mr Fife to 
inform you that so long as you continue to give me satisfaction your wage will be at the rate of one 
pound (£1) per week after the end of the present pay. I will explain further when I see you again.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Ralph Hodgson 
[Cross Keys] 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/462 
 
Estate Office Middleton  
November 11th 1899 
 
Sir 
Please note that Forest and Harwood Church and Schools are to have what firewood they require 
from the waste timber in the plantation in Forest and Frith and you must split it up for them. I have 
written to Thos [Thomas] Collinson [(Bowes Close)] who is going to lead it, to say you will let him 
know when you have a load ready for him. I think they are in want of a load now, which you may 
perhaps be able to get them at the beginning of next week. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Ra [Ralph] Hodgson    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/463 
 
Estate Office Middleton  
November 13th 1899 
 
Sir 
I beg to report to you that the following trees came to hand on Saturday afternoon, viz. 
12,600 larches, 3,400 spruce, 3,300 scotch, 500 oaks, 600 ash and 1,000 sycamore = total 21,400 
And have been delivered at High Force. I have seen Ra. [Ralph] Hodgson and arranged for their being 
planted without delay and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 



Staindrop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/464 
 
Middleton  
November 13th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
At the Court [L..t] Dinner on Saturday last, general regret was expressed at your absence from a 
function you have attended for so many years, and I was desired by the chairman to covey to you 
the heartfelt hope of the company present, that after a long life of care and responsibility you may 
be spared for many years to enjoy that amount of rest and [justness] you so thoroughly deserve. I 
have great pleasure in doing so and I need not assure you that no one joins more sincerely in the 
wish than I do. With kind regards, I remain 
Yours very truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Alexander Hope Esq. 
Middleton 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/465-468 
Details of farms let in Teesdale November 13th 1899 
To Wm. [William] [Coatsworth] and Collinson (new tenants)  
 

No 200 field 3.0.24 Lane Head £20.0.0 

201 field 2.1.15 Lane Head 

202 homestead 0.2.14 Lane Head 

203 pastures  4.0.37 Lane head 

199 field 3.3.19  Stacks £20.0.0 

199 [6] field 5.1.0 Stacks 

814 plantation 12.1.4 [Aukside] £2.0.0 

 31.3.1  £42.0.0 

 
 Thomas Brown High Dike (addition) 

No. 517 field 4.0.15 Bengy Hill £15.0.0 

517a field 3.0.13 Bengy Hill 

519 field 1.3.31 Bengy Hill 

519a field 2.3.34 Bengy Hill 

567 plantation 26.2.29 High Skears £10.0.0 

568 plantation 29.2.3 Middle Skears 

570 plantation 28.2.18 Low Skears 

 Total 96.3.23  £25.0.0 

   
Joseph Parnaby, Snaisgill (new tenants) 
569 plantation  29.0.5  Snaisgill  £5.0.0 
 
John Hodgson  (Middleside)  addition (formerly Stagg Allinson’s widow) 

No 196 garth 0.3.7 [Dent Garth]  
 
 
£11.2.6 

196a-b field 1.3.9 [Dent Garth] 

773a field 2.3.28 [Dent garth] 

 5.2.4  



 
 
[Revillin] Farm (late Wm [William] Watson)  Ann Heward (new tenant) 

149a homestead 0.1.12  
 
Note rent to be £50.0.0 

149a homestead 0.0.5 

149a homestead 0.0.13 

149 field 3.1.32 

148 field 2.2.24 

147 field 1.1.24 

145 field 4.0.11 

144 field 5.2.9 

150 field 3.2.13 

151 field 2.3.9 

129 allotment ½  40.2.5 

132 plantation 10.0.23 

24 ½ stints  74.2.20 £49.15.8 

  
William Watson (Newbiggin) addition  
 129 ½ of [Revillin] Allotment   40.2.5  £10.0.0 
        
Thomas Brown’s present holding  High Dike 
 

156 homestead 0.0.29  

155 0.1.3 

154  0.3.13 

153 0.3.36 

157 2.0.38 

152 1.2.10 

165 2.0.18 

164 1.1.27 

166 1.0.22 

162 0.3.10 

163 1.1.21 

158 3.0.11 

161 1.2.23 

159 1.0.3 

160 1.3.20 

 20.2.4 Rent £40.0.0 

 
John Hodgson’s present holding [Middle……] 
195 homestead  0.1.30 
194                       1.2.38 
193                       3.3.26 
197                       1.3.23 
198                        2.3.8 
810                       8.1.6 
total                     19.0.11   rent £26.18.0 
 
William Watson’s present holding  Newbiggin 
100a house etc    0.0.19 



100   field              1.2.6 
111   field              2.0.32 
112   field              2.1.30 
119   field              7.1.20     
 Total                      13.2.27    rent £38.12.8 +£10.0.0 = £48.12.8 
 
Middleton  
November 14th 1899 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you details of the land about to be given up by Messrs Hope, Watson and 
Stagg Allinson’s widow and which has been taken by T. Brown, Joseph Parnaby, Agnes Heward and 
John Hodgson & Wm Watson. I understand the rent of Ravellin as taken by Mrs Heward remains the 
same as paid by the last tenant (£49.18.0) rent of one half of[Ravellin] allotment taken by Wm 
Watson, Newbiggin £10 per year and the land belonging to Mrs Heward and more added to John 
Hodgson’s remains at the old rent of £11.2.6 
I have acknowledged receipt of your letter and postcard of yesterday’s date, which shall have my 
best attention. I presume the bull must be started away irrespective of the weather, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H.L. Fife Esq. 
NEIMME/ZE/4/469 
Estate Office 
Middleton  
November 14th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife writes to say that the Bull has to go home By Road on Friday next the 17th inst. you have to 
start not later than 7 o’clock in the morning of that day and the van from the Home Farm will meet 
you on the road about Egglestone Folly. Please give this your due attention and oblige 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Hy Bainbridge 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/470 
Estate Office 
Middleton  
November 15th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to return Pay Sheets sent to me on the 4th inst. (six in all) for which I am much 
obliged. 
I have received Demand Note from the assistant overseer for Newbiggin Parish – Sporting Rights and 
Plantations – amounting to £10.2.9 – I presume I must enclose them with the pay sheets for the 
current month and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Joseph Garthwaite 
Staindrop                                       



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/471 
 
[page difficult to read] 
 
Stationery for Middleton 
Foolscap (ordinary lines) good quality 
Foolscap (ordinary lines) cheap quality 
Foolscap (ordinary with margin line of Report etc, good) 
Foolscap close lines poor quality 
 
Double foolscap [next difficult to read] 
Note Paper 8’’x5’’ good quality 
Note Paper 8’’x5’’ cheap both headed Raby Estate Office middleton 
Envelopes for the same. 
Copying ink 
Red ink 
Blotting paper white 
½ dozen good pocket books 7’’x4’’ 
½ dozen [Bl…] books about 9’x7’’ – ½’’ thick 
Letts Diary for 1900 1 page to a day  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/472 
Middleton  
November 18th 1899 
 
Sir 
Mrs Bainbridge (Bank Cottage) has just called in to say her husband has got a house in Shildon and 
they propose to move on Tuesday next. The rent is £4 per year and is paid up to Lady Day Last.  
The rent due now is ½ year from Lady Day to Michaelmas £2.0.0 from Michaelmas to 21st November 
1899 11s 7d total £2.11.7 
I shall be glad if you will advise me by return post of my proper course in respect to this rent – that is 
whether it is normally collected now or allowed to rest till the next rent day in April next. I would 
prefer the latter, but told her that the usual course would have to be followed and would tell her on 
Monday. There will be no difficulty in letting the cottage for the remainder of the term. 
I will write you by tonight’s post re. Mr Fernean and Willy Hole sett and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife Esq.     11 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/473 
Middleton  
November 18th 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Mr Fernean’s letter I named to you yesterday which shows his position 
with regard to Willy Hole. I intended to report to you upon Mr Swan’s letter but have been 
prevented from doing so today. I propose to write to you upon this subject on Monday and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 



 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/474 
Middleton  
November 21st 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I have a letter from Mr Fife in which he says the rent now due has to be paid before you give up 
possession of the house you now occupy. The amount up to today is as follows 
½ year rent from Lady Day to Michaelmas £2.0.0, from Michaelmas to 22nd November 1899 9s 3d 
total due £2.9.3. if you are at Middleton today I shall be glad to see you 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr M/ Bainbridge 
Bank Cottage  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/475-477 
 
[The first two pages are very difficult to read. They contain the names of people, places and amounts 
of money. The following are mentioned.] 
Thomas May – includes Bridge House, Whey Sike, Jacob Scott, Forest Vicarage, Langdon Beck and 
Valance Lodge.  
Joseph Parnaby – includes Yard and Bridge House, Whey Sike, J Scott, Middle End J. Robinson, 
Harwood Schoolmaster’s house and Valance Lodge. 
Thomas [G..ling] – Whey Sike, Bridge House, Middle End J. Robinson and J. Allinson 
William Thompson – Yard and Bridge House, Whey Sike and Valance Lodge 
    
 
Middleton  
November 21st 1899 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Pay Sheets for the month ending 18th inst., which I trust you may find 
correct and to your satisfaction and I remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq.  
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/478 
 
Abstract of Pay Due 
Building and repairs account £69.8.8 
Estate Maintenance account £22.0.4 
Plantation account £26.17.0 
Rig Sike building account [£0] 



Cow Green Road £3.18.0 
Churches and Schools £0.14.0 
Game account (Mr Clutterbuck) £17.4.0 
Game account (Mr Hunter) £20.19.6 
Total amount of Pay Sheets £161.1.6 
 
Accounts 
M & T Wearmouth for stone £8.7.11 
Dryden {Parkin] for lime £2.3.1 
N. E. Railway for coal for Office £0.16.0 
Wm wearmouth, Overseer for Newbiggin 
    Poor Rate Lord Barnard £1.6.6 and Poor Rate, Mr Clutterbuck £8.16.3 = £10.2.9 
Thomas Dent, Assistant Overseer for Middleton 
    Poor Rate and Lighting Rates, Lord Barnard £6.9.6 ½ and Mr Clutterbuck £34.6.2=£40.19.8 ½  
Total for accounts = £62.9.5 ½ and the full total is £223.10.11 ½  
James S. Hyslop, 21st November 1899   
   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/479 
Middleton  
November 21st 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged by your letter to hand today. I am sorry Mrs Bainbridge has decided to force me to pay 
the £35, and as I may possibly be able to raise the money by Monday next, as to settle the whole 
matter at once, I will ask you to allow me to keep the note you enclose back till then – should I fail to 
do so I will accept your offer and forward the signed note on Monday next. I trust this will be 
satisfactory to you and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs Steward & Son 
Leeds  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/480-482 
Middleton  
November 21st 1899 
Willy Hole Mining Sett 
 
Sir 
Referring to the letter from Mr Swan on the above, I beg to lay the following remarks for your 
consideration 

1. Mr Swan agrees to the scale for Zinc Ore 
2. Mr swan has been offered the same scale for Lead Ore which has been accepted by Mr 

Rollin for Cow Green, and by Mr Fernean for Langdon and Forest Setts, as being a fair and 
reasonable rate of duty. This Mr Swan practically refuses in his letter. 

3. Mr Fernean in his correspondence with me, which I forwarded to you on Saturday, intimated 
his willingness to give you the same rates of Royalty for Willy Hole as he has agreed upon gor 
the other setts. 



4. With Mr Fernean, I think it may be assumed, without much doubt, that the ground would be 
worked with energy and thus be fully developed. While with Mr Swan, judging from past 
experiences it would, to my mind, be doubtful, especially if he was taking a Lease on terms 
which he says are so exorbitant. The idea which I understand him to express that the Lead 
Duty should be at the rate of 1/27th and thus abandoning the present system of regulating 
the rate of Duty. [….] selling price of the mineral in the market would not I think be in the 
interest of Lord Barnard. 

5. The position appears to me to be as follows. The ground not being under Lease, we have two 
parties, one of whom refuses to work it except on his own terms, the other is ready to do so 
upon your terms, and I would respectfully submit that taking the present price of Pig Lead, it 
is important that immediate steps be taken to get some men to work the sett as it ought to 
be worked. With this view I suggest a letter be written to Mr Swan, making him a definite 
offer, subject to acceptance within a specified time, after which failing his acceptance you 
would be at liberty to make other arrangements, and I venture to submit a rough draft of 
what I think would be suitable (subject of course to your approval or otherwise). The 
question of your getting an official offer from Mr Fernean to yourself or seeing him 
personally, before writing the above letter may be worthy of consideration. 

As to my own position in the matter (which Mr Swan appears to refer to) I take it that my duty to 
advise you to the best of my knowledge and ability in the interest of the Estate, irrespective of 
whether my view meets the approval of the opposite side or not, thus leaving you, after hearing 
both sides, at liberty to form your own judgement. Naturally we are on opposite sides and I cannot 
expect my views to always be pleasant to them. I beg to remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
   
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop    
                                                            Draft 
In reply to your letter of the      inst. with which I have carefully considered. I am sorry you do not see 
your way to accept my offer of the Willy Hole and Grass Hill Setts on the conditions in my letter to 
you. As our negotiations with respect to this Mining Ground have now been extended over a 
considerable length of time, without as far as I can see, any perceptible [a…] to a satisfactory 
arrangement, and as the present state of the Lead market renders it very important in the interests 
of Lord Barnard that some definite arrangement should be arrived at without delay, whereby that 
this mining ground should be developed as readily as possible. I am obliged to inform you that I 
cannot allow my offer to remain in its present unsettled state longer than 31st December next, and 
failing any arrangement being come to in the meantime, I shall after the expiration of that date 
consider myself at liberty to deal with the matter as I may find expedient. After taking into 
consideration the capital you inform one you have sunk into this sett, I have been anxious to give 
you the first offer of a Lease, and as I have reason to believe that the terms and conditions I have 
offered are fair and equitable, and such as I think I should have no difficulty in obtaining elsewhere I 
must have the question settled without further delay. My Mineral Bailiff informed me a fortnight 
ago of a parcel of Zinc Ore ready for delivery, and which has now left the Mine under protest and 
without prejudice to any further arrangement which may be necessary to make.           
 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/483-484 
Middleton  
November 23rd 1899 
 



Sir 
I wrote the enclosed report on Tuesday night, but after doing so I heard an ugly report to the effect 
that something had gone very wrong between Mr Fernean and his company. I therefore kept it back 
in order to try to learn more when up the dale yesterday. I called at several places where the 
[husbands] are working at [New…] but could not hear anything, except that the [right] working of 
the ore work to be discontinued, and that the men so employed were under notice. 
The trees have just arrived and I will forward them to High Force today. When up yesterday R. 
Hodgson informed me he had run out of hardwood trees, and I am afraid that Messrs [Kent & 
Brydon] have miscalculated the proper number required according to system of planting you gave 
me, viz. 2 larches – 1 spruce – 1 hardwood – 1 larch – 1 scotch. We have planted 1 hardwood to 
every spruce and scotch as that should have been the same number of hardwood trees as they sent 
scotch or spruce. We got 3300 scotch and 3400 spruce and only 2100 hardwood so that we are 1200 
short. We are leaving spaces to be filled up as you desire.  
I am advised of the despatch of the Iron Railings for Riggside and will have the same finished as early 
as possible. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/485 
Middleton  
November 23rd 1899 
 
It is a statement showing The London Lead Company Royalty Account for the year ending October 
1899 
It mentions the following mines :- Little Eggleshope, Wire Gill, Coldberry, Lodge Sike, Skears and Lady 
Rake. The total ore raised at the mines was 2477 bings and the amount of money due was £533.3.8 
The price of Pig Lead and Duty Ore has increased since 1898, but the amount of Ore produced, the 
Duty Ore sold and the amount of money have all decreased since 1898. 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/486 
Middleton  
November 27th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Banker’s Draft for £35 in payment of Mrs Bainbridge’s claim respecting 
my brother’s back rent of Lane Head. Kindly send me receipt for the same and oblige 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
Messrs […] Steward & Sons 
Leeds 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/487 
Middleton  
November 29th 1899 
Dear Sir  



I have received from Mr Fife the agreement for your land for signature, and will be obliged by your 
taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
Mr Thomas Brown  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/487 
Middleton  
 
November 29th 1899 
Madam  
I have received from Mr Fife the usual agreement for your farm you have taken at Ravellin for 
signature, and will be obliged by your taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the 
same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mrs Agnes Heward 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/487 
Middleton  
November 29th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  
I have received from Mr Fife the agreement for your[farms] for signature, and will be obliged by your 
taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs Wm [William] Coatsworth and Joshua Collinson 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/487 
Middleton  
November 29th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  
I have received from Mr Fife the agreement for your [farms] for signature, and will be obliged by 
your taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr William Watson 
Newbiggin  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/487 
Middleton  
November 29th 1899 
 



Dear Sir  
I have received from Mr Fife the agreement for your plantation at Snaisgill for signature, and will be 
obliged by your taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr J. Parnaby 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/488 
Middleton  
November 29th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  
I have received from Mr Fife the usual agreement for your farm for signature, and will be obliged by 
your taking an early opportunity of calling at my office to sign the same. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr John Hodgson 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/489 
Middleton  
December 2nd 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter and will be glad to meet you on Wednesday next. Will you require me 
to order breakfast for you or you will be ready to proceed at once after arrival? 
With regard to Iron House at High Force – the strong gale blew the flue pipe down, but I do not think 
any rain got into the house. I sent word to Dickinson that I thought the pipe would do better put 
inside the house during the winter, as in consequence of its exposed position it would very probably 
be blown down again and I will see on Monday what has been done. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
[Wm Bond] Esq. 
Staindrop   
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/490 
Middleton  
December 11th 1899 
 
Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 9th inst. I will arrange for a small committee to come to look at the Bulls 
on Thursday next if possible, but will advise Mr Bell by Wednesday’s post as to final arrangements, I 
am sorry the one you chose cannot come but I trust he will come out right eventually. 
I wrote you this morning suggesting the advisability of Messrs Bond & Cope postponing their visit for 
a few days on account of the snowstorm, which commenced last night. This morning was very 
stormy and thick fog which would have made it impossible to use the level and although it is now 
much better I am afraid the storm is not yet past. I will advise you when the change comes, so as you 
get the work done as early as possible.  



I note your remarks regarding the paving at Rob Lowes and will get it done in as satisfactory manner 
as I can and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/491 
Middleton 
December 11th 1899  
Postal arrangements in Forest 
 
Dear Sir 
I am instructed by Mr Fife to inform you that Lord Barnard has forwarded the application gor more 
postal deliveries for Forest to the Postmaster General and has received a reply from the Duke of 
Norfolk saying the matter will be considered and a reply sent in due course. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Nicholas Tallentire 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/492 
Middleton  
December 11th 1899 
 
Sir 
Henry Dixon (shepherd at Cow Green) has called to see about work. He has been working on the 
Moor up to last Saturday keeping sheep off. He wanted to know if Captain Hunter would be paying 
him up to that date. I have made inquiry and find the following arrangements are in force 
Mr Clutterbuck (from Dickinson) 
Dickinson & Beavis always paid in full by Mr Clutterbuck 
Nattrass, Beadle and Dowson, Mr C. pays 14/- per week from 1st October to 20th November  
                                                       Mr C. pays 15/- per week from 21st November to 1st March 
                                                       Mr C. pays 14/- per week from 1 March to 6th April 
                                                        Mr C. pays 10/- per week from 6th April to 30th September 
The Fell committee pays the Balance to make 18/- per week. 
 
Captain Hunter (from A. Bell) 
Adam Bell, Nixon, Dowson (2) paid in full by Captain Hunter  
Hy [Henry] Dixon Captain Hunter. pays 10/- per week from 1st October to 20th November  
                                                       Capt. H. pays nil per week from 21st November to 1st March 
                                                       Capt. H. pays 10/- per week from 1 March to 6th April 
                                                        Capt. H. pays 2/- per week from 6th April to 30th September 
Dixon says that has in some years been paid up to 19th December but this was not the case last year 
and no arrangement was made for this year. I shall be obliged if you will advise me upon this point at 
your convenience. In the meantime I have told Dixon that he can break a few stones at Cow Green 
on the usual terms, viz. 2/- per cut yard.  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
H.L. Fife Esq.  



   
NEIMME/ZE/4/493 
Middleton  
December 11th 1899 
 
Sir 
I have the following address from the Post Office 
Mrs Bussey 
Morley 
Evenwood  
Mr May informs me that the only holidays paid for at the yard are Christmas Day and Good Friday. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
H.L. Fife Esq.  
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/494 
Middleton  
December 12th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I think your account should be sent to me monthly as 
usual. I shall be obliged if you will let me have it no later than the following dates for next year 
January 10th – February 7th   March 7th 
April 4th – May 2nd      May 30th 
June 27th – July 25th    August 22nd 
September 19th – October 17th    November 14th 
December 12th 1900 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. If you let me have your current account by return post I will pass it for this […] 
 
Mr John Longstaff 
Middleton   
 
 H.L. Fife Esq.  
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/495-496 
Middleton  
December 12th 1899 
 
Mr Tallentire  
1 pair of gateposts for Wm Watson, Bowleys [Bowlees[ 
 
Thomas Nixon 
Stoney Comb. Jackson [Do..ord]  sink drain stopped. 
 
Thomas Watson 
[A…..] Hy [Henry] Bainbridge, Kitchen Range resetting repairs at Cartshed roof at Bowleys 
 



Mr Wm [William] Bell  
I have named the question of a well at your house to Mr Fife and he is willing to install and fix a 
pump if you are prepared to […..  …..] well. Before you commence I should like to see where you 
propose  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Jos. [Tarn] 
The arrangement of the alt. Dowson’s Byre as soon as May is ready with the fittings, also pig […] and 
privy as soon as possible and repair spouting. 
  
[Jno Alderson] 
Robert [Redfern] chimney pot and roof repairs  [next line unclear]   
Mr May 
Geo {George] […well] (High) 8’ water rail roof repairs (stable edge) new door for byre. 
 
Mat. [Matthew] Dowson 20 yards 3’ drain pipes, 4 downcomers and head and 1 length of gutter. 
 
[..] May 
Isaac Atkinson 660 yards of single wire for wall tops.  
Ra [Ralph] Hodgson 6ft float rail for Bowleys Beck 
Wm [William] Watson 9feet gate 
Geo [George] Bainbridge Dirt Pit 320 yards single wire, 44 yards wood rail? 3 nails deep 
 
[..] May 
Wm [William ] Collinson  [Middle….] new carthouse doors and [….] 6’ 10’’ high and 6’ 4’’ wide lintle 8 
feet long x 11” x 4” as soon as possible. Coll. Is doing his new mason’s work.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/497 
Middleton  
December 12th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to inform you that I have arranged for Messrs Collinson, Bainbridge and Scott to come to look 
at Bulls tomorrow (Thursday) leaving Middleton by 8.15 train and trust this will be convenient to 
you.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 Mr Bell 
    
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/498-499 
Middleton  
December 16th 1899 
 
Re Willy Hole Sett and Mr Swan 
Sir  
In thinking over Mr Swan’s letter, which you showed me yesterday, it struck me that amongst the 
old letters etc. sent up to me from Staindrop, some reference was made with respect to the Grasshill 
Mining Sett. On examination I find a draft Lease of Grasshill to the North Green Hurth Mining 
Company without any date, which I beg to enclose and which Mr swan probably refers to in his 
letter. The North Green Hurth Mining Company was, to the best of my knowledge, never floated, but 



the basis of Royalty was on the selling price of Lead Ore, and if Mr Swan is prepared to accept the 
schedule as shown in the Draft Lease, I think Lord Barnard’s interests will be secured, in fact this 
scale is decidedly in our favour. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
The Schedule referred to in the Draft Lease of Grass Hill to the North Green Hurth Mining Company 

  Above wh. Below wh. 

£7.5.0 per ton The duty to be 1/13 1/16 

At £7.5.0 and under £8.5.0 The duty to be 1/12 1/15 

At £8.5.0 and under £9.5.0 The duty to be 1/11 1/14 

At £9.5.0 and under £10.5.0 The duty to be 1/10 1/13 

At 10.5.0 and under £11.5.0 The duty to be 1/9 1/12 

At £11.5.0 and under £12.5.0 The duty to be 1/8 1/11 

At £12.5.0 and above The duty to be 1/7  

 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/500 
Middleton  
December 19th 1899 

 
                                                            Raby Estate Account – Teesdale 
Abstract of pay for month ending 16th December 1899 – Paid 23 December 1899 
 

Raby Estate 

Building and repairs account £68.14.3  

Estate maintenance £23.15.2  

Plantation account £27.8.0  

Building and repairs account (Riggside)  £27.8.0  

Estate maintenance account (Cow Green Road) £3.16.6  

Churches and Schools £0.11.0 £12.14.11 

 
Estate Rates (Forest and Frith Townships) 
Plantation Rates at £101.15.0, 2 houses at High Force £6.0.0 and West House £10.10.0 = Total 
£118.5.0 
 
Poor rate £118.15.0 @ 8d = £3.18.10 
School Rate £118.15.0 @ 3d £1.9.7 
Church rate £118.15.0 @ 1d = £0.9.10 ½  total = £5.17.3 ½  
  
Mines – Green Hurth  Duty Ore paid in kind rated at £100.16.9 
Poor rated £100.16.9 @ 8d = £3.7.3 
School rate £100.16.9 @ 3d = £1.5.2 
Church rate £100.16.9 @ 1d = £0.8.4 ½  total =£5.0.9 ½ total of both = £10.19.1 
 
Messrs Ord and Maddison’s account for chippings £0.4.0 
Mr J Longstaff (Mickleton) account for slates £23.12.0 
M and T Wearmouth’s account for repairs to road to quarry £5.0 o total for these 3 = £28.16.0  
Total for all the above = £164.0.0 



 
Captain Hunter’s Account 

Game account as per pay sheet = £14.10.0 
Rates Forest and Frith Townships  
Poor rate £500 @ [8d] = £16.13.0 = £16.11.4 = £31.3.4 
School rate £500 @ 3d = £6.5.0  
Church rate £500 @1d = £2.1.3 total for the school and church rates = £8.6.3 voluntary 
 

Mr Clutterbuck 
Game account as per pay sheet = £19.10.5 
Poor rate on £300 @ 8d £10.0.0  total for the 2 accounts = £29.10.5 
School rate on £300.0.0.@ 3d = £3.15.0  
Church rate on £300 @ 1d = £1.5.0 total for the school and church rates = £5.0.0. voluntary 
Total for all the accounts = £229.13.9 
James S. Hyslop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/501 
Middleton  
December 19th 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you pay sheets for month ending 16th December which I trust you will find 
correct. With best compliments of the season I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/502 
Middleton  
December 22nd 1899 
The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
Raby Castle 
 
My Lord 
I beg most respectfully to thank your Lordship for the piece of venison I have received. Trusting your 
Lordship’s health may soon be fully restored, and wishing you a very happy and prosperous New 
Year, I have the honour to remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
December 26th 1899 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
Town Hall Alterations 
 
Sir 



I hereby beg to certify that Thomas Bell & Sons have completed their work on the above, and are 
entitled to the sum of forty-six pounds, fourteen shillings and seven pence, as per enclosed account 
and I remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/503-505 
December 26th 1899 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
 

Remarks  
In the Duplicate Books sent (except the Postcard Books) the tissue paper is placed at the back of the 
writing paper instead of in front and the tissue is not ruled and printed to correspond with the 
paper. 
 
No ordinary lined plain Foolscap has been sent. 
No double foolscap has been sent 
No double foolscap envelopes sent. 
The time sheets are all according to sample. 
No carbon paper sent for duplicated copying books. 
 
Stationery received from Messrs Hills & Company 
6 books 9’’x7’’ for memos 
6 pocket books 
4 boxes foolscap envelopes 
4 packets small envelopes 
8 packets of note paper (with headings) 
6 duplicate postcard books (150 cards each) 
2 duplicate order books (goods [from yard] etc.) 
1 duplicate book (small memo forms 250 each) 
2 duplicate order books (from tradesmen) 
2 duplicate inquiry books (for prices) 
1 yard delivery book 
1 packet large memorandum forms 
1 diary for 1900 
2 packets blotting paper 
3 packets close lined foolscap 
3 packets close lined foolscap ruled for cash 2 colours 
3 packets foolscap (good) ruled for cash 1 colour 
3 packets foolscap (cheap) ruled for cash 1 colour 
2 packets foolscap with margin line 
6 bottles copying ink – 3 bottles writing fluid 
3 bottles red ink 
1 dozen pen holders – 1 ½ dozen pencils 
14 packets workmen’s time sheets 
1 packet woodyard time sheets 
1 packet plantation time sheets 
1 packet game time sheets 
 



Sir  
In accordance with your instructions I herewith beg to enclose statement of Stationery account from 
Messrs Hill & Company. I did not keep a copy of the paper I gave you, but I think what I stated as 
being wanted is as follows. 
Foolscap (ordinary lines) good and cheap 
Foolscap (ordinary lines) with margin for reports 
Foolscap close lined good 
Double foolscap (close lined) good envelopes for the above 
Note paper and envelopes 
Ink 
Blotting paper 
½ dozen pocket books 
½ dozen books 9’’x7’’ for rough memorandum 
Elastic bands 
Letts diary 
 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop    
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/506 
December 26th 1899 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Enclosed I beg to hand you tickets for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine Nos. 5, 6, 7. No. 
5 was delivered from the Mine September 1st 1899. The remaining 9 bings are now laying at the 
Mine to your order. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/506 
December 27th 1899 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Dear Sir 
Here3with I beg to hand you Duty Tickets No. 8 for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine 
making the total quantity now laying to your order at the Mine 11 Bings 2 8/13cwts. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/507 
December 30th 1899 
 
Dear Sir  
I am in receipt of your postcard advising despatch of draining pipes. I shall be obliged by your 
sending me invoice at your earliest convenience3. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 



 
Mr T. [Argument] 
Willington 
Durham  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/508 
December 31st 1899 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
Sir 
I have been very much impeded by people calling at the office today, so much so that I have been 
unable to get my report on Mr Swan’s letter finished in a satisfactory way. I trust therefore you will 
excuse my not sending it to you until Monday’s post. 
I have got all the quantities in today for Royalty Accounts for year ending 31st December and will 
have them ready by Monday or Tuesday’s post. 
I will send the Duplicate Books back to Messrs Hills & Company for alteration. 
I enclose pattern of Double Foolscap paper and envelopes but I have got so much more than I really 
wanted, and the bill will be so heavy, that I should like, with your permission, to try to do without 
any of this – I have in the past always got what I required myself, and as the quantity is not great I 
will do so still. 
I like the ordinary foolscap plain because I can rule it myself to suit whatever I want to show, and a 
supply of this will be useful. 
I think we have got a real thaw today and hope the snow will soon be gone. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
January 1st 1900 
Abstract of the number of men employed and the quantity of minerals raised in the Manor of 
Middleton, during the year 1899 with the amount of money for the same. 
 

Name of Mine Gets 
ore 

Dead 
Work 

labourers washers Total Lead 
Ore Bings 

Price per 
bing or ton 

Money 
per Mine  

Little Eggleshope 21 6 12 57 459 £3.2.5 ½  £97.13.4 

Wire Gill (top 
workings) 

39 4 17 82 178 £3.2.5 ½ £46.6.8 

Wire Gill (sump 
workings 

1153 £3.2.5 ½ £240.2.1 

Coldberry and 
Skears (cut & wash) 

   5 111 £3.2.5 ½ £29.1.9 

Lodge Sike (cut & 
wash) 

   2 43 £3.2.5 ½ £11.5.10 

Hudeshope Head  4  4  £3.2.5 ½  

Parkins Hush  4  4  £3.2.5 ½  

Ladies Rake 14 9 9 40 522 £3.2.5 ½ £105.14.0 

Total for London 
Lead Company 

74 27 38 194 2477 £3.2.5 ½ £533.3.0 

 
Bye Mines 
Willy Hole worked by Grasshill Mining Company for Zinc Ore employed 12 men (8 to get the ore and 
4 labourers). 92 Bings were raised and the total amount of money due was £32.11.11 



Pike Law was worked by J. C. Bell for Lead and by George Collinson for Zinc Ore. 
Flushiemore was worked by William Lee for Barytes [barites] 
Cow Green worked by the Hedworth Barium Company employed 19 men (17 to get the ore and 2 
labourers) 2334 Bings were raised and the total amount due was £34.8.9. 
Dirt Pit worked by Mr Fernean employed 4 men in dead work 
Grass Hill was worked by Grasshill Company for lead. 
 
The average price of Parcels of Green Hurth Lead Ore sold during 1899 has been £3.16.4 per Bing. 
The average price of Pig Lead during 1899 having been £14.15.1 per ton makes the correct rate of 
duty at Green Hurth for the year 1899 1/14 instead of 1/15 as shown on statements. 
 
James S. Hyslop 
January 1st 1900 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/511 
January 1st 1900 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
Lead Ore Dues 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, and now beg to return Mr Swan’s letter regarding Willy 
Hole and Grass Hill Sett. With regard to his letter of the 26 ulto., he practically asks for the same 
terms as the Nenthead & Weardale Company have obtained. In his letter of the 29th ulto. He says we 
have Swan are so complicated that it is difficult to deal with them in a letter, but I will have the 
necessary comparative statements ready for you Wednesday, when the whole matter can be 
discussed. I hereby beg to enclose my Royalty Account for the year ending 31st December 1899, 
which I trust you will find correct the usual accounts will be forwarded to the respective parties 
tomorrow and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/512 
January 1st 1900 
Mr Joseph Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Teesdale Mines – Royalty Statement Account for 1899 
 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you copies of Royalty Accounts sent by me to the following parties this day, 
as follows 
London Lead Company (Lead) £533.3.8 and (Wayleave) £1.19.5 
Grass Hill Mining Company, Zinc from Willy hole £32.18.11. 
The Hedworth Barium Company, Barytes [barites] from Cow Green, £34.8.9. 
J. C. Swan & Company for duty Ore from Green Hurth £125.19.9. 
Freestone Quarries, nothing this year 
Total £728.10.6 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/513 
January 2nd 1900 
Messrs Thomas Garthwaite Mining Company 
St. Nicholas Buildings 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
The Duty on the following parcels of Zinc Ore delivered from Willy Hole Mine during the year ending 
31st December 1899 
To 1/14th Duty on T37 C12 of Zinc Ore delivered in November 1898 t2.C13 10/14 @ £5.6.3 per ton - 
£14.5.4. 
To 1/14 Duty o T 55 C4 of Zinc Ore delivered in June 1899 T3 C18 12/14 @ £4.14.9 per ton = £18.13.7 
Total £32.18.11  
 
January 2nd 1900 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account of Royalty due from you to Lord Barnard in respect 
of Zinc Ore raised and delivered at Willy Hole Mine during year ending 31st December 1899, and I am 
to request you to be good enough to remit the amount (£32.18.11) to H. L. Fife Esq., Raby Estate 
Office, Staindrop on or before the 13 inst. and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
T Winship 
M […] Grasshill Mining Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/515 
January 2nd 1900 
 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company, Newcastle on Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Duty Lead Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine during the year ending 31st December 1899. 

Number of 
Ticket 

date Quantity of duty 
Ore Sold Bings C 

Price per 
ton 

amount Total 
amount due 

1 31 January 1899 4 4 £8.11.9 £15.9.2  

2 15 March 1899 3 2 £8.15.5 £11.8.0 

3 29 April 1899 4 4 £9.1.9 £17.7.2 

4 6 June 1899 4 4 £8.18.4 £16.1.0 

5 1 September 1899 4 4 £9.7.19 £16.18.0 

6 20 October 1899 4 4 £10.11.11 £19.1.5 

7 26 December 1899 4 4 £11.5.2 ½  £20.5.4 

8 29 December 1899 2 2 8/13 £11.5.2 ½  £10.9.7 

total  32 4 8/18   £125.19.9 

 
 
January 2nd 1900  
Dear Sir 



Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine 
during the year 1899 and I am to request you to be good enough to remit the amount (£125.19.9) to 
H. L. Fife Esq., Raby Estate Office, Staindrop, on or before 13 inst. and I remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/516 
January 2nd 1900 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you statement of account for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine 
during the year 1899 and I am to request you to be good enough to remit the amount (£34.8 9 ) to 
H. L. Fife Esq., Raby Estate Office, Staindrop, on or before 13 inst. and I remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
The Heworth BariumCompany, Newcastle on Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Duty Lead Ore sold to you on Sulphate of Barytes [Barites] sent away from Cow Green Mine 
during the half year ending 31st December 1899. 
July 1899, 197 tons 5c, August 1899, 240 tons 2c, September 1899, 274 tons 10c, October 1899 269 
tons 10c, November 1899 210 tons 3 c, December 1899 185 tons 11 c. 
Total for the year ending 31st December 1899 1377 tons 11c @ 6d = £34.8.9 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/517-518 
January 1st 1900 
Willis Esq. 
Lead Office Middleton 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you statement of account between The London Lead Company and Lord 
Barnard for Royalty due on Lead Ore raised in the Manor of Middleton during the year ending 31st 
December 1899. 
I also enclose account for Wayleave of Lead Ore raised in Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty at Little 
Eggleshope and conveyed to the surface through tis Lordship’s Royalty during the year and which I 
trust you will find correct. 
I am instructed to ask you to be kind enough as to remit the amount to H. L. Fife Esq, Raby Estate 
Office, Staindrop, in due course and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
The London Lead Company  
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To royalty Due on Lead Ore raised in the Manor of Middlketon during the year ending 31st October 
1899 as follows  

Name of mine Quantity of 
Lead Ore raised 
bings  c 

Quantity of 
Duty ore 
Bings c 

Price per Bing          
£ s d 

Amount of 
money due £ s d 

Little Eggleshope 469 31 2 2/15 3 2 5. 6 97 13 4 

Wire Gill (top workings) 178 14 6 8/12 3 2 5. 6 46 6 8  



Wire Gill (sump 
workings) 

1153 76 6 14/15 3 2 5. 6 240 2 1 

Coldberry and Skears 111 6 9 2 6/12 3 2 5. 6 29 1 9 

Lodge Sike 43 3 3 4 11/12 3 2 5. 6 11 5 10 

Ladies rake 522 34 6 6/15 3 2 5. 6 108 14 0 

Total  2477 170 5 5/9 3 2 5. 6 533 3 8 

 
Messrs The London Lead Company 
To Lord Barnard  Dr. 
Way Leave on 236T.13C of Lead Ore raised in Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty of Little Eggleshope during 
year ending 31st October 1899 and conveyed [..] surface through Lord Barnard’s Royalty at 2d per 
ton £1.19.5 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/519 
January 2nd 1900 
Messrs Hill and Company 
Sunderland 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your invoice foe stationery for which I am obliged. 
I am sorry to say the Duplicate Books, with the exception of the Postcard Books, are not right. The 
tissue paper is placed behind the writing paper instead of in front and it should have been printed 
and ruled and lined to correspond with the writing paper underneath. 
As it is when the carbon paper is placed between the tissue and writing paper it is impossible to see 
where the printing or the faint lines are. 
I have sent them back, and will be glad if you will put them right for me and return as early as you 
can., and also send me a supply of carbon paper (black). If you require any further information I shall 
be glad to give it and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/520 

Transvaal War 
Lord Barnard wishes it to be known that he would be very glad to hear of any tenant of his joining 
the “Imperial Yeomanry” for service in South Africa, and that he would be prepared to help him with 
the necessary horse, outfit etc.  
Any further information may be obtained from J. S. Hyslop, Estate Office, Middleton in Teesdale.  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/521 
January 2nd 1900 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company 
Newcastle 
Green Hurth Duty 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 2nd inst., I beg to say that the price at which I have charged you for the 
last 6B 6 8/13C of Green Hurth Duty Ore viz. £11.5.2 ½ per ton is the market value of this particular 
parcel, and is the same as the Company obtained for the Bulk and is in accordance with our 
arrangement with you, as to the price to be charged for any Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth. 
I therefore fail to see the grounds of your objection 



Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
cancelled   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/522 
January 2nd 1900 
Messrs J. C. Swan & Company 
Newcastle 
Green Hurth Duty 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 2nd inst., I beg to say that the price at which I have charged you for the 
last 6B 6 8/13C of Green Hurth Duty Ore sold to you viz. £11.5.2 ½ per ton is the market value of this 
particular parcel, and is the same as the Company obtained for the Bulk, of which it of course 
formed a part.  As this is in accordance with our arrangement with Mr Swan, as to the price to be 
charged for any Duty Ore we may have, I fail to see the grounds of your objection and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
January 4th 1900 
Messrs Hill & Company 
Sunderland 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter respecting Duplicate Letter Books etc. I am sorry the mistake has 
occurred, but I think under the circumstances, I will try to make the books do, as they cannot be 
altered without considerable expense and trouble.  Please therefore send them back to me at your 
earliest convenience. I have always been used to them as described in my letter, so that a stencil 
could be used instead of a pen or pencil. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/523 
January 6th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you the following accounts for payments which are correct, viz. 
I. Heslop £38.14.8, T. Argument £18.16.0, W. Jackson £21.3.7, and Lamb Bros. £17.5.0. 
I will send Mr Richardson’ account early next week after I have seen Dickinson, also receipts for 
contribution to Schools and Churches.  
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/524 
January 10th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 



Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you receipts for Messrs Hunter and Clutterbuck’s donations to Forest and 
Harwood Churches and Schools. 
Also signed agreement for cottages occupied by George Bainbridge and Thomas Wearmouth, and I 
remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/525 
January 10th 1900 
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
Green Hurth Duty Ore 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date on the above. As I said in my letter of the 4th inst. the Duty 
Ore in question formed part of a parcel, the actual market value of which was £11.5.2 ½  per ton and 
that was therefore the value to us of this particular parcel of Duty Ore. Had we been selling our Ore 
elsewhere (say to the London Lead Company) on the same terms as we sell it to you, there would 
not have been the slightest difficulty in the matter, as long as they got the correct weight. Under the 
circumstances I must confess that I can see no reason why Lord Barnard should be paid less than the 
true market value at the time of delivery of any ore he may sell you, but I will refer the matter to Mr 
Fife, who will no doubt deal with it on its merits. My accounts have already been submitted to him, 
so that I am unable to make any alterations. The amount in question (£1.11.10) is not large, and I 
think you will believe that we only ask for what is right and just. 
I may further remark that this is a case which shows the advantage of a scale of Duty based on the 
price of the Lead Ore and by which the quantity of Duty Ore due on any parcel can be exactly 
decided at the time of delivery. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/526 
January 11th 1900 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to enclose Messrs T. B. Winter’s account which does not belong to the Upper Teesdale Estate. 
Also G. B. Nicholson’s account together with Dickinson’s note. The first 2 items were probably got by 
Mr Gibson – I will return the other accounts after inquiry. 
Licences – I presume it will be necessary for Captain Hunter to take out Licences for Adam Bell, 
Nixon etc. which I omitted to name to you yesterday. 
I am very much afraid that Mr Clutterbuck’s other watchers and the yard and keeper’ traps will be 
found to be excisable, as the matter is laid down in the enclosed directions, upon which I have made 
a note for your inspection, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/527 
January 11th 1900 



Mr A. Garthwaite 
Staindrop  
 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry your letter of the [….] has been so long unanswered, but I am always so busy about the 
New Year that I hope you will excuse the apparent neglect – I regret to say that I have not a pocket 
compass which I can send you, but I think what you want is a small prismatic compass, which will be 
found very useful for many purposes. They cost about 50/- or £3 according to size. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/528 
January 15th 1900 
Messrs Tewards 
Forest 
Bridge House Measurements 
 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I give you measurements for the above, which I trust you will find correct. 
Slating west side 50’ 8’’x12’ 8’’, north end 38’x12’6’’, south end 9’11’’x12’6’’, east side 43x12’6’’ 
south side 29’2’’x1’26’’ total 170’6’’x12’6’’ 237 yards @ 8 1/2d = £8.7.10 
[..alling] 186’x8’6’’ and 14’4’’x10= 192 yards c 1/7 = £15.4.0 
[…..]25’3’’x10’4’’, 49’6’’x10’6’’ and [7]’3’’x10 = 95 yards @11d = £4.7.1 total = £27.18.11lessto 
Messrs Teward on account on 23rd December 1899, due 13 January 1900 total = £25.14.11 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/529 
January 16th 1900 
Mr Jos. [….] 
At Riggside 
I am sorry I cannot get away from the Office this morning, and must therefore put off coming to 
Riggside till tomorrow. There is nothing to prevent you from going on with fixing the Railings as soon 
as the weather is right. It has to be done the same as the other railing, but you must be particular to 
get the line perfectly straight and see that you get the pillar for the gate to hang on in its proper 
place, so that the gate will work right, and fit properly. I think there is a loose catch for fixing on the 
old pillar to fasten the gate.   
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/530 
January 16th 1900 
Raby Estate Accounts – Teesdale Abstract of Pay Sheet pay ending 13th January 1900. Paid end 
January 1900 
 

Raby Estate £ s d  £ s d  

Building and Repairs Account 75.11.1  

Estate Maintenance Account 11.15.3  

Plantation Account 25.5.0  

Building and Repairs (Riggside)   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 4.15.0  



Churches and Schools  117.6.4 

Stamp Account (Middleton Post Office) 1.12.6  

Ord & Maddison’s Account for chippings 0.2.0  

John Coltman’s Account for Leading 0.12.6  

J. C. Barker’s Account for Lime etc 7.10.0  

Jos. Parnaby’s Account for horse hire (yard trap) 9.2.0  

North East Railway Account for coals to yard £0.10.6   

North East Railway Account for Carriage  £0.13.8 1.4.2  

Hy Bainbridge Account for plugging wood £8.1.0   

Hy Bainbridge Account for leading wood from station to yard £2.15.0   

Hy Bainbridge Account for leading earth closets from High Force to Riggside 
£0.14.0 

  

Hy Bainbridge Account for leading stone from quarry to High Force £0.7.0 11.17.0  

Elizabetth [Tarse’s] Account for leading ½ year ending 31st December 1899 7.9.7  

D. Thompson’s Account for Stationary ½ year ending 31st December 1899 2.10.6 42.0.3 

  159.6.7 

Captain Hunter’s Account as per Pay Sheet 14.9.10 14.9.10 

Mr Clutterbuck’s Account as per Pay Sheet 19.12.5 19.12.5 

  193.8.10 

 
James S. Hyslop 
16th January 1900 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/531 
January 16th 1900 
Raby Estate Accounts in Teesdale, Abstract of Tradesmen’s Accounts Pay ends 13th January 1900 
Raby Estates 
 

Local Account £ s d £ s d 

Thomas Bell & Sons    (plumbers) Building and Repairs Account 30 17 10 ½  30 17 10 ½  

T. & J Bell (smiths) Building and Repairs Account 22 6 5  

T. & J Bell (smiths) Estate Maintenance Account 4 5 0 26 9 5 

J. W. Temple (smiths) Building and Repairs Account 27 7 1  

J. W. Temple (smiths) Estate Maintenance Account 8 0 2 35 7 3 

[Purves & Pitkeithly] (ironmongers)  Building and Repairs Account 3 15 2 3 15 2 

R. W. Raine (chemist) Building and Repairs Account 9 4 9  9 4 9 

Joseph Raine (ironmongers) Building and Repairs Account 16 8 7 ½   

 Building and Repairs Account 
Riggside 

0 8 10 16 17 5 ½  

J. W. Walton (saddler) Building and Repairs Account 0 4 0 0 4 0 

Total Local Accounts   122 15 11 

Captain Hunter’s (tradesmen’s account)   

Joseph Raine (ironmonger)  1 11 0 ½ 1 11 0 ½ 

Mr Clutterbuck’s tradesmen’s account   

Thomas Bell & Sons    (plumbers)  0 3 9  

Joseph Raine (ironmongers)  0 9 6  

J & T. Dodd (blacksmiths)  0 11 6  

R. W. Raine ([cartridges])  1 5 0  

J. W. Walton (saddlers)  2 8 11  

Elizabeth [Tarr] (coal account)  3 17 0 ½  8 15 8 ½  



Total £133 2 8 

 
James S. Hyslop 16th January 1900 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/532 
January 16th 1900 
 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
Dear Sir 
I received your wire respecting accounts last night for which I am obliged. 
I now beg to hand you pay sheets and accounts for pay ending 13th January 1900 which I hope you 
will find correct and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
22nd January 1900 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop  
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you receipts for pay ending 13th January 1900 which I trust you will find in 
order. Please note that no [Bauk Comm…] was charged on Captain Hunter’s cheque this month, and 
I have therefore enclosed 9 stamps, which I hope is the right way of putting it right. 
I shall be glad if you can let me have J. W. Temple’s account for blacksmith’s work for last year as I 
want to take some particulars out of it. I will return it to you in a day or two. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/533 
Middleton in Teesdale 
January 24th 1900 
Messrs The Barnard Castle District Council 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To timber supplied as follows 
2 posts measuring 32’x7’’=21.9.14 
1 post measuring 30’ x 6 ½’’ = 8.9.7 
1 post measuring 32’ x 7’’ = 10.10 8   
1 post measuring 30’ x 8’’ = 13.4.0 
1 post measuring 32’ x 8’’ = 14.2.8 
1 post measuring 24’ x 5 ½ ‘’ = 4.7.1 
1 post measuring 30’ x 5 ½’’ = 6.3.7   
1 post measuring 23’ x 5’’ = 3.11.11 
1 post measuring 24’ x 4 ¼’’ = 3.0.1 
1 post measuring 30’ x 5’’ = 5.2.6 
1 post measuring 30’ x 5’’ = 5.2,6 
1 post measuring 36’ x 6’’ = 9.0.0 
1 post measuring 22’ x 5’’ = 3.9.10 
1 post measuring 30’ x 5 ½ ‘’ = 6.3.7 
1 post measuring 20’ x 6’’ = 5.5.0 
1 post measuring 30’ x 6’’ = 7.6.0 



                                                  128.11.4 @ 6d per foot £3 4 6   
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/534 
Middleton in Teesdale 
January 24th 1900 
Mr George Foster & Son 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To Ash timber supplied as follows 
1 tree measuring 24’ x 7 ½’’ = 9.4.6 
1 tree measuring 23’ x 4’’ = 2.6.8  
1 tree measuring 25’ x 5’’ = 4.4.1 
1 tree measuring 27’ x 8’’ = 12.0.0 
1 tree measuring 41’ x 6’’ = 10.3.0 
1 tree measuring 21’ x 5’’ = 3.7.9 
1 tree measuring 23’ x 5 ½ ‘’ = 4.9.11 
1 tree measuring 26’ x 6’’ = 6.6.0 
1 tree measuring 27’ x 5’’ = 4.8.3 
1 tree measuring 23’ x 7’’ = 7.9.11 
1 tree measuring 29’ x 6’’ = 7.3.0 
                                                  73.3.1 @ 1/- [pgs] £3.13 3 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/535-536 
Middleton in Teesdale 
January 11th 1900 
Messrs Hedworth Barium Company, Newcastle on Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To scotch and spruce timber supplied to Cow Green Mine from Langdon Beck Plantation for ½ year 
ending 31st December 1899 69ft. 10in.9[pt] @ 6d per foot = £1.15.0 
To sundry trees viz. 15 trees at 1/- each= £0.15.0 = total £2.10.0  
There is a description of the size of each tree.  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/537 
Middleton  
January 24th 1900 
Mr Joseph Lowes, Middleton 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To Scotch timber supplied as follows 
1 tree 32ft x 6 ½ ‘’ = 9ft. 4in.8[pt] 
1 tree 42ft x 8’’ = 18ft.8in.0[pt]  total 28ft 0in.8[pt] @6d per foot =£0.14.0  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/538 
January 24th 1900 
 
Mr Heslop 
Bishop Auckland 
Dear Sir 



I am sorry to say the cattle troughs you have sent are much too large for our purposes, being 30’’ 
long, but I presume you have sent them as ordered. Our usual size has been 22’’ long and in some 
cases the next less size to that would be sufficient. Would it be possible for me to return say 20 of 
those you have sent, and replace with the smaller size up to the same value. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/539 
January 29th 1900 
John Heslop Esq. 
Bishop Auckland 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter of 27th inst. and also of the Raby Castle Advice note of the arrival of the 
troughs. I am informed that the truck contains 22 of the 30’’ and 34 of the 24’’ troughs. The latter I 
can try to work in but the 30’’ ones are particularly of no use in this district. I have taken 16 of those 
previously sent to the yard, and those I will keep, as I might be able to use them as field troughs but 
the remaining 32 I should like to exchange for their equal value in troughs 18’ x 15’’ x 8’’ if it can be 
done. I have arranged with the Raby Castle to allow me to let them remain in the truck till tomorrow 
morning and if you will perhaps wire me as early as possible if they can be sent back to the works for 
such exchange. With regard to carriage I must leave myself in your hands, as so far as I can see, the 
goods have been sent according to order. 
I saw Mr Fife on Friday, and named your suggestion that they might be sent on to Raby, and he 
promised to inquire, but of course this additional consignment alters the thing materially. Waiting 
your wire as early as possible tomorrow and sorry that the trouble has been caused I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop     
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/540-541 
January 29th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to return Mr James’ account for screws, nails etc. which is correct. The 2 [casks] have 
been returned to him today. I also enclose statement showing the saving on a very small portion of 
the order viz. certain sizes of screws, the retail price of which I happen to have in my book, nearly 28 
per cent. I presume this will apply to a considerable portion of the order and is I think good business. 
I have received today 22 more of the 30’’ cattle troughs (making 48 altogether) and 48 x 24’’ troughs 
and the enclosed letter from Mr Heslop. I understand this completes the order. I have written him to 
ask if 32 of the largest cannot be exchanged for an equal value of 18’’ troughs and expect to hear 
from him tomorrow. 
[Reselling] Allotment – Mrs Heward has agreed to take 46 a.0r.10p of the north-west part of this 
allotment as her share and Wm Watson to have 35 acres next to the highway. I presume this will 
meet your approval.  
Insurance – Mr Reynolds and I went up the Dale on Saturday and inspected Riggside, Harwood 
Church and School, [Herdship] Langdon Beck, [Vala….] Lodge, High Force, Raby Terrace and Low 
Houses – the figures for which he will submit to you – being anxious to catch the 2.20 train for 
London, he had not time to do Bowleys and Newbiggin, but he asked me to forward particulars this 
afternoon 
Your obedient servant 



James S. Hyslop  
He encloses a comparison between buying screws retail and wholesale and the prices paid.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/542 
January 30th 1900 
Thomas Smith Esq. 
Darlington 
Moor Turf 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife named this matter to me on Friday last, and I promised to send you a sample tomorrow if 
possible. I am sorry to say we have a very severe storm in this neighbourhood (frost and snow) so 
that I am afraid it will be impossible to get a fair sample just now, but will do so at the first 
opportunity. I presume what you want is turf about 4’’ thick off white or benty land. What size 
would be best for your purpose for the turf to be sent? 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/543 
 
Teesdale Estate Materials for […..] 
[The next 4 lines are very indistinct but include ‘best white lead’] 
Middle Green Paste ½ cwt. 
Ground Yellow Paste ½ cwt. 
Patent Knotting ½ gallon 
Putty 2 cwt. 
Varnish 2 gallons 
Machine Oil (best) 12 gallons 
Strong No2 Glass paper 5 quires 
Strong No 1 ½ Glass Paper 
Sash Cord 21 lbs 
Sash weights 4 ½ lb each ½ cwt 
Sash weights 5lb each ½ cwt 
Sash weights 6lb each 1 cwt. 
Sash weights 6 ½lb each 1 cwt 
Sash weights 7lb each 2cwt. 
Sash weights 7 ½ lb each 2 cwt. 
Sash weights 8 lb each 2 cwt. 
Sash weights 8 ½ lb each 1 cwt  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/544 
February 5th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
  
Sir  
I have today forwarded 40 of the 30’’ troughs to Mr Fawcett’s address, leaving 8 at Middleton, and 
have asked Mr Heslop to invoice accordingly. The value of the 40 at 5/11 each is £11.16.8. The small 
troughs 18’’ x 15’’ x 8’’ will probably cost about 2/6 each, but I do not think it is necessary to get 



more than say 30 of these at present which will cost about £3.15.0. We can do with unglazed 
chimney pots about 21’’ high at about 2/- each. [small sketch of a chimney pot] 
The enclosed accounts are correct viz. 
J. and R. [Mascall] for slates £23.5.0 
W. J. [Windless] for nails etc. £8.12.0 
Thomas James for nails £2.14.8 
J. Heslop for galv. Troughs and pumps £52.10.0 
I have ordered the Rose Nails and [b..ds] from James and enclose some for your approval, as you 
may be able to put the prices on.  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/545 
February 5th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
  
Sir 
Forest School Addition  I note your instructions on this matter. 
Raby Terrace on going further into Reference Book I find that these cottages do not belong to Lord 
Barnard, but to the Green Hurth Mining Company and should therefore be struck out of the list of 
properties proposed to be insured by Lord Barnard. 
Green Hurth Duty Ore I trust Mr Swan has sent you his cheque for this Ore. Of course it is a private 
transaction and has nothing to do with the Green Hurth Company. With regard to the Duty for Zinc 
Ore from Willy Hole I expect Mr Winship the secretary for the company will pay, failing which 
pressure can be put on by stopping the working. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/546 
February 6th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
  
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter regarding Insurance together with last policy and 
valuation, which shall receive my best attention. 
I also beg to return Wilkinson and Company account for cement. I find that 2 Tons {22 bags) were 
received on January 17th 1899 and 2 Tons (22 bags) on July 3rd 1899, but the 4 bags of cement on the 
January account was not received at the yard, and I have therefore struck them out. I think the entry 
may have some connection with empty bags previous to January 1899, but I may point out that since 
that date only 44 bags have been received and 58 returned, or an excess of 14 bags = 11/8 (at 10d 
each) and as £1.1.8 represents 26 bags, if my idea is correct this leaves a balance of 12 bags (10/-) 
still unreturned which I will try to find and return. 
With regard to further supplies I may say that I have opened a proper “Empty Bag Account”, by 
which I hope to be able to keep the matter of empties right and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/547 
February 8th 1900 



Messes J. C. Swan 
Newcastle 
 Dear Sir 
Your letter of the 6th inst. has been forwarded to me from Staindrop. In accordance with my letter to 
you of the 10th ult. I referred the whole matter to Mr Fife, who will doubtless consider the same and 
decide what should be done. 
Yours truly   
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/548 
February 12th 1900 
The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
Raby Castle 
Middleton Horticultural Society 
My Lord 
In reply to your Lordship’s letter of the 10th inst. respecting the above, I beg to herewith enclose 
copy of the Society’s Schedule, Balance Sheet and account for 1899, which gives the information 
asked for in your Lordship’s first three questions. With respect to the last question I have no 
hesitation in saying that I think the Society has done much good in the past by encouraging the 
cultivation of vegetables, flowers etc. I understand that Lady Barnard’s subscription for 1899 was 
duly received, but that your Lordship’s has been by some means overlooked, and I have the honour 
to remain 
Your Lordship’s obedient servant 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/549 
February 13th 1900  
Raby Estate Account – Teesdale 
Abstract of Pay Sheet for Pay ending 10th February 1900 Paid 17th February 1900 
 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 61. 5. 8  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 18.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 6.  9. 0   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 9. 2. 0  

Plantation Account 29. 3. 0  

Church and School Account  106. 17. 8 

Accounts    

John Coltman (conveyance for Rent Day) £0.11.0   

John Coltman (Leading) £0.4.0 0. 15.0  

Middleton Gas Company  2. 3. 7  

N. E. Railway Company (coals for office) 0. 19. 8  

Dryden Parker (lime) 1. 9. 5  

M. And T. Wearmouth (stone) 2. 4. 3 7. 11 11 

  114. 9. 7 

Captain hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14. 8. 0  

Jos. Raine’s Account as per enclosed sheet 0. 5. 0 14. 13. 0 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 19. 12. 5 19. 12. 5 



  £148. 15. 0 

 
James S. Hyslop 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/550 
February 13th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Town hall Alterations  
Sir 
I hereby beg to certify that Thomas Allinson is entitled to the sum of nineteen pound 12/- in respect 
of the above alterations as per enclosed account. 
This completes the work, on account of which the following payments have been made 
Jon. Teward & Sons (mason) £71. 17. 3 
Thomas Bell & Sons (plumber) £44. 14.7 
Thomas Allinson (joiner) £83. 17. 5  Total = £202. 9. 3 
Less materials returned to yard  
Old doors £1. 0 0 
Iron Barriers £2.0.0 
10 Loads to Stone to [land] Head Farm £1.0.0  Total = £4.0.0 
Total Cost of Alterations = £198.9.3  
Rent before alterations Mechanics Inst. = £0.1.0 Shambles [(2 stalls)] £2.12.0  Total = £2.13.0 
Rent after alterations £12.12.0 an increase of £9.19.0 equal to 5% on outlay. 
 
 James S. Hyslop 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/551 
February 19th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and will carry out your instructions re platform for the 
concert. 
On account of the storm a good many of the Harwood men did not get down to Middleton on 
Saturday for their pay (about £2) I therefore propose to keep the sheets until tomorrow in case they 
call, so that I may obtain their own receipts. Failing this I will take the money, and give my own 
receipt (which I presume will meet with your approval) and pay them when I see them. 
We had a fearful week last and today it looks very much like the same. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. I have got the Referral Book finished, including the checking of the Tithe, and to the best of my 
belief it is now correct. 
J. S. H  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/552 
February 19th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 



Statement of Timber Required at Middleton 
2000 linear feet 9”x3” redwood for roofing (a few 22 or 23 feet long) 
600 linear feet 11”x3” best redwood for windows etc 
600 linear feet 7”x2 ½ “ best redwood for bench purposes. 
2000 square feet 7”x1 ¼ “ best redwood dressed tongue and groove boards  
2000 square feet 7”x1“ best redwood dressed tongue and groove boards  
300 linear feet 7”x1 ½” imported redwood 
200 linear feet 9x4 redwood 
300 linear feet 11”x1 ¼” white wood (for stairs etc) 
300 linear feet 9”x1” whitewood (for shelving) 
600 linear feet 72x1”skirting No.128 mould 7/8” thick 
600 back mould No 21 pattern to be inch thick 
600 angle beads No 117 
300 feet ½” yellow pine 12” wide for panels 
200 feet 1 ½”x9” yellow pine for panel door framing 
100 bundles 4ft plaster laths. 
J. S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/553 
February 19th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Paint brushes for Middleton 
Hamilton’s Brushes 
No 39 sash tools  
½ dozen No2 
1 dozen each Nos 3, 5, 6, 8 
1 dozen oval ground brushes 5oz size all lily bristles 
J.S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/554 
February 22nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I have had several people today asking for fishing Tickets for next season which commences at the 
beginning of next month (March) and I shall be glad to receive your instructions respecting the same. 
I am informed that the following applicants had the Tees and tributaries last year, and ask for 
renewal of the same. 
Mr Robert Pearse Relieving Officer 
Mr Ralph Lee Lead Company Office 
Mr J. T. Millican Lead Company Office 
Mr George Lowes Retired Miner 
Mr J. Smith Retired policeman (Tees only) 
I have sent order for paint etc. to Mr Graham, as arranged yesterday. The effect of his allowing 5% 
discount for cash will bring his account slightly below Spence’s Tender. 
I am informed today that in consequence of Dowson not being able to get out of his cottage at 
[Resellin] on the 12th inst. as arranged, the man I names to you (J. Lee) has been obliged to take a 
house elsewhere. I have written to Dowson to say he must give notice, or at any rate pay for the 
house until we can get a suitable tenant 



 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/555 
February 27th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
At the request of Mrs Robinson, widow of the late Joshua Robinson of Force Garth, I called today 
and as I named to you on Tuesday last, I find she is very anxious to still carry on the farm. As this is 
the usual custom I said I thought you would probably be able to agree to this, but that I could not 
give any definite answer before writing to you. She is at present confined to her bed with influenza 
and feels the shock of her husband’s sudden death very much, but I have no doubt she will be able 
to manage as she has her nephew (one of the Widdy Bank Gibsons) with her. He is about 30 years of 
age and has been with them about 8 years. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/556 
February 27th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
20 Duke Street 
St James’ London S.W.  
 
Sir 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter re Elizabeth Hunt, together with Enclosures, which I now 
beg to return. The case is a very sad one, and if his Lordship by his influence can in any way assist in 
placing her in an Institution where she would receive proper care it would be a great act of Charity. I 
have known the family all my life and they are thoroughly respectable. Her parents are dead, but her 
father was a smelter at Blackton Mill, and also her brother until a few years ago, when he took a 
small farm in [Lunesdale] just in time to save his life from the effects of the Lead Furnace. Miss Hunt 
went out to service when a girl, and continued in good places until some 4 or 5 years ago when she 
went to India to work as a missionary among the native women, but her health giving way after 
about two years she was obliged to come home and since then has been a great sufferer. Her friends 
have done their best to help her, but their circumstances will not permit them to do all that is really 
required. I am afraid the case is hopeless, and I am sure she would be very thankful for any help his 
Lordship may be able to give her.   
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/557 
February 27th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
 
Sir 
I have received a quotation for Timber from Mr John W. Watson of Stockton on Tees, which he says 
he has forwarded to me by your request, and the prices appear to be reasonable. As I presume you 
wish him to have the order I have made it out, but will keep it back till tomorrow’s post in case of 
any contrary instructions from you in the meantime.  



I understand Mr Hope has taken Iron House belonging to Mrs Horsefield and is bringing new 
furniture for the same. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/558 
March 3rd 1900 
Thomas Smith Esq. 
Darlington 
 
Moor Turf 
Dear Sir 
 
 
I am sorry the severe snowstorm in this District has made it impossible to get the sample of Turf. The 
ground is still covered to a considerable depth, but I will take the first opportunity of securing and 
forwarding you a sample and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/559 
March 7th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I received your letter on my return home last night, but too late form the post, and now beg to hand 
you Mr Watson’s quotation for timber. 
I shall be at High Force tomorrow, and will push Ireland as much as possible. Before he began I asked 
Mr [Dunk] to arrange the work to be done in such order as would best suit his convenience, and the 
rooms which Ireland is now doing is in accordance with Mr [Dunk’s] own wishes. I will however do 
my best to meet his requirements. 
I have today sent 4 samples of Moor Turf to Mr Smith (from Hardberry Hill Allotment) which I hope 
will be satisfactory. 
I propose to go into the letter regarding the telegraph to Forest when up the Dale tomorrow, and 
will report to you on Friday. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/560 
March 7th 1900 
Thomas Smith Esq. 
Darlington 
 
Dear Sir 
By Rail today I have sent you samples of Moor Turf Numbers respectively 1, 2, 2a, 3 and 4. No 2 and 
2a are from the same place, No 2 being cut to the thickness you require, whilst in 2a the roots are 
left on. I shall be glad to hear if any of the samples will meet your requirements. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 



7th March 1900 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter I beg to say there are none of the circulars you named at this office, neither 
has Mr Hope any. About 1270 will be required, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/561 
March 8th 1900 
Mrs Joshua Robinson 
Force Garth 
Dear Mrs Robinson 
In accordance with my promise I wrote to Mr Fife informing him of your wish to continue on as 
Tenant of Force Garth Farm, and I am glad to be able to inform you that he agreed to your doing so. I 
remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
March 12th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
In accordance with your instructions I beg to enclose the only Blank Abstract Books at this office. I 
also enclose the old Notice Forms for Rent Audit which I have found. I think the Property Tax is now 
paid direct from Staindrop Office. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/562 
March 12th 1900 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
In reply to your telegram of today, I beg to enclose List of Timber required at Middleton. I have 
added 300 linear feet of 72x32 Redwood to the list previously sent to you. We shall probably require 
more of the 7x2 ½”  before we complete the proposed work this year, but the quantities I have 
named, are as much as we have proper storage accommodation for. I also enclose Mr James’ 
account for nails etc. which is correct and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/563 
 
Statement of Timber required at Middleton Yard March 12th 1900 
2000 linear feet 9”x3” redwood for roofing (a few 22 or 23 feet long) 
600 linear feet 11”x3” best redwood for windows  



600 linear feet 7”x2 ½ “ best redwood   
300 linear feet 7”x3” best redwood 
2000 square feet 7”x1 ¼ “ best redwood dressed tongue and groove boards  
2000 square feet 7”x1“ best redwood dressed tongue and groove boards  
300 linear feet 7”x1 ½” best imported redwood 
200 linear feet 9x4 best imported redwood 
300 linear feet 11”x1 ¼” white wood  
300 linear feet 9”x1” whitewood  
600 linear feet 7”x1”skirting No.128 mould 7/8” thick 
600 back mould No 21 pattern to be 1 inch thick 
600 angle beads No 117 
300 feet ½” yellow pine 12” wide for panels 
200 linear feet 9”x1 ½ “ best yellow pine 
100 bundles 4” plastering Laths  
NEIMME/ZE/4/564 
Middleton 
March 12th 1900 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you copy of letter from Post Master General to Lord Barnard respecting 
Telegraph to Forest. 
With regard to Guarantee, Mr Thomas Thompson informs me that in several cases he knows the 
Parish Council has given the necessary guarantees. 
I cannot say how far this may be correct but if it can be legally done, I think it simplifies matters very 
much. There is no doubt that the wire, if taken up, would be a great public convenience, and if the 
present opportunity were allowed to pass, I am afraid there might be some difficulty in getting the 
offer repeated. 
I shall be glad to hear your Council decides to do everything possible to secure the wire. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Mr Mart. Jackson                                                              
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/565 
Copy 
 
General Post Office, 
London  
March 1st 1900 
 
My Lord 
With reference to one part of your Lordship’s letter of 30th November last, forwarding a memorial 
from the Parish Council of Forest and Frith, I am directed by the Post Master General to acquaint you 
for the information of the Memorialists, that the question of establishing a Telegraph Office at 
Forest School has received careful consideration, but as it is estimated that the Revenue from 
Telegraph Business would not pay the working expenses, His Grace is precluded by Treasury 
regulations from sanctioning the extension except under guarantee.  
The guarantee would have to be for 7 years. 
If the necessary way leases, over the route in respect of which the calculations have been made, 
were not withheld when applied by the Department, the expenses would be £41 a year.  



The Revenue would be calculated on the actual receipts (exclusive of porterage) from telegrams 
handed in at the office for transmission to other parts of the United Kingdom, and if as the 
Department has reason to expect these receipts did not equal £41 a year, one half of the Deficiency 
would have to be paid by the Guarantors. The other half would be borne by the Department. 
It may be convenient to give an example. If the receipts in any one year were £5, the account for 
that year would be expenses £41, Revenue £5, Deficiency £36, half of which is £18. In this case at the 
end of the year the Guarantor would have to pay £18. 
It will be clear from this explanation that the Guarantors could not in any year be called upon to pay 
more than one half of the expenses viz. £21.10.0. 
I am to add that if you think a Guarantee will be forthcoming, a draft agreement shall be sent to you. 
I am my Lord your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
The Lord Barnard  
                
NEIMME/ZE/4/567 
February 13th 1900  
Raby Estate Account – Teesdale 
Abstract of Pay Sheet for Pay ending 10th March 1900 Paid 17th March 1900 
 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 35.6.7  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside   

Estate Maintenance Account 12.11.5   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 1.6.0  

Plantation Account 37.3.0  

Church and School Account  86.7.0 

Accounts    

Dryden Parker for lime 1.0.5  

N. E. Railway Company (coals for wood yard) 0. 18.1  

Jno Thompson (carrier, for carriage of goods from Barnard Castle 
from March 2nd to October 5th 1899 ) 

1.4.11 3.3.5 

  £89.10.5 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet  15.0.0 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet  19. 0. 5 

  £123.10.10 

 
James S. Hyslop 
March 13th 1900 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/568 
March 13th 1900 
The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
Raby Castle 
 
My Lord 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of a Hare (as per your favour of yesterday’s date)       and beg to 
respectfully thank your Lordship for the same and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S Hyslop  



 
March 13th 1900 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand you pay sheets for Pay ending March 10th 1900, which I trust you will find 
correct and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/569 
March 14th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your telegram which shall have my best attention. 
I also beg to enclose the following Fishing Tickets which have been left with me.  
No. 35 William Sedgewick, No.52 Jon. Bradwell, No.82 Thomas Richardson, No.83 George Bradwell & 
Son and No.106 Thomas Bussy. 
The following have also asked for a ticket:- 
William Hardy – a miner at Wire Gill, 
Mark [P…..] and friend – Millwright Hude Top,   
Thomas Hutchinson – tailor, Middleton   
James Baldwin – Millwright, Hude Top 
James Bussey – Middleton, quarryman 
William Lee – Newbiggin, late washing master 
Thomas Todd – Middleton, Blacksmith 
Aaron Lowes and friend -  Co-op Society secretary, Middleton 
William Lowes – late blacksmith, Middleton 
M. Major – soldier 
I think most, if not all the above Tickets will have been returned. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
     
NEIMME/ZE/4/570 
March 19th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
Joshua Beadle has applied to me again with regard to Lord Barnard’s subscription to the Druid’s Club 
at High Force (for last year) 
They have 80 members and the Club is managed under the Friendly Society Act. 
An Annual Balance Sheet is published, and is audited by Auditors appointed by the District Meeting 
at Darlington. The benefits are 10/- per week for 12 months and 5/- per week after that time. At 
Death for funeral expenses £10 for a member, £7 for 1st wife and 5 for 2nd wife. 
I have received the following applications for Fishing Tickets:-  
Jonathan Anderson, Rotten Row, Hartlepool    
Robert Redfern, Stable Edge Newbiggin 



Jon. Hutchinson, Dale Forest 
Also the enclosed from Mr Smith who resides at Middleton for the last 3 years, but has now 
removed to [Bournmouth]. I remain 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop  
 
     
NEIMME/ZE/4/571 
March 24th 1900 
 
Application for Fishing Tickets 
Thomas Redfern Forest (old ticket enclosed) 
James Walton Forest (old ticket enclosed) 
James Atkinson and Sons Middleton (old ticket enclosed) 
Jos. [ Bussey] Middleton(old ticket enclosed) 
Thomas Redfern Middleton 
George Lowes, quarryman Middleton 
William Swanison 
 
James S. Hyslop 
NEIMME/ZE/4/572 
March 27th 1900 
Rev. W. H. Philpott 
Forest 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Thomas Bell has handed me your letter respecting your pump. If you can conveniently let your 
man send the top [clock] of pump down by post this afternoon to Bell, he will make the necessary 
preparations, and call on his way into Harwood tomorrow (Wednesday). I shall also take it as a 
favour if you will kindly communicate with me direct as to any repairs you may require, as I cannot 
pass accounts except for what I have orders to be executed. I need to say that I shall always be glad 
tom attend to your requirements, and I think it will be more satisfactory in every way. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/573 
March 19th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Middleton Volunteers 
 
Sir   
With reference to your inquiry respecting the above, I beg to lay the following information before 
you which I believe to be correct so far as I have been able to learn – 
When the Corps was taken over by Mr Rivington I am informed there was a deficiency in the Account 
of some £110 or £120 due at the Bank and which was paid by Mr Rivington, but whether as a gift or 
a loan I am not able to say.  
Since that time I understand the Capitation Grant of 35/- for official members has been received, 
and so far as the men I have spoken to know, the Corps was solvent on its disbandment, at which 
time they had a strength of about 74 men. 



On its disbandment the rifles belonged to the Government, but the uniforms and accoutrements 
were handed over to the Crook people. I presume they would be the property of Captain Rivington, 
but I cannot say what arrangements were made as to payment (my informant valued them at from 
£90 to £100).  
Under these circumstances I scarcely see how Middleton can have crippled Crook with a heavy debt. 
Last Christmas the Corps had a balance of about £7 on their annual shooting account which was of 
course a private affair, and this they decided to give to the War Fund. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop         
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/574 
April 2nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Revellin Hay 
 
Sir  
I am informed by Mr Hope that the arrangements made in respect of the above was “that Watson 
had to pay 3/- for every Pounds worth of Hay sold off the farm”. He has sold the following, viz 
Thomas Brown (shed) £23. 0.0 
Jno. Coltman (stack) £18.10.0 
Leonard Gibson (stack) £10.0.0 
Total is £51.10.0, at 3/- per £ = £7.14.6 amount due. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop   
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/575 
April 2nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Wall at High Dyke 
 
Sir 
I have seen Thomas [Bowron] again re the above. He says his father always said the wall was 
[Readshaw’s], although he admits that his father sometimes repaired it, but only out of friendship 
and for which he received compensation. Mr [Readshaw’s] son called to see me on Saturday, and I 
think it is possible we may be able to get to an arrangement. 
I have received 100 Bundles of Lathes from Esson & Company, but they are much inferior to what we 
have been getting both in the number of lathes in a Bundle and in the material. The number in the 
old Bundles run from 115 to 120 and weigh about 23lbs. in the new Bundles the number is from 84 
to 93 and the weight of a Bundle from 12 to 15 lbs.  
Watson’s price was 1/10 per Bundle, so that these should be considerably less. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/576 
April 2nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  



[Marshill Gill] 
 
Sir 
Robert Dowson’s sale is fixed for Thursday next, and I shall be glad to know if you think it necessary 
for me to do anything respecting the rent, or you will leave it till the Rent Day. He will owe a year’s 
Rent and 6 months Tithe, the amount of which I do not know as I think you have the sheets at 
Staindrop. 
There is a rumour of Jacob Watson (Harwood) being likely to give his land up, and several tenants 
named the matter to me on Saturday, but I said I had received no information to that effect, and 
therefore could not bring the matter officially before you. Among the applicants were 
Jos. Race (Raby Terrace) 
Henry Dixon (watcher) 
Join. Anderson who wants a pasture near Raby Terrace 
Matthew Hutchinson who wants a pasture near Raby Terrace 
Jos. Watson who wants a pasture near Raby Terrace. 
I may be able to learn something more definite before your next visit and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/577-580 
April 2nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Tracing of proposed new Classroom at Forest School, together with a 
General Specification of the work, which is also required by the Education Department. I find the 
minimum size of the classroom has to be not less than 18’x15’ and I have therefore made the width 
15’ instead of `12’ as fixed when you were last her.      
I estimate the cost at £90. The room will be large enough for about 25 or 30 children, trusting the 
plan will meet with your approval. I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Specification of New Classroom proposed to be built by Lord Barnard at Forest in Teesdale, 
April1900 
The work consists I building a new classroom at the west end of the present schoolroom, 15’x18’ and 
12 feet high from floor to ceiling. 
 
Walls to be good Rubble walling 20” thick, and of height shown on section. A damp course of Blue 
Slate bedded in cement to be placed at underside of joists at full width of walls – and air bricks 
where shown, or as may be required. Flue to be formed of 10” Flue pipes carefully built into the wall. 
Chimney shaft to be built to height shown with blockers or other approved stone – top four courses 
in cement, with neat chimney pot as shown. Take up a 6 “pipe from ceiling for “[Mics] flap (16”x11”) 
ventilator to be fixed at level of ceiling.    
To be plastered in 3 coat work from top of wainscoting, and finished off with Distemper of approved 
colour. 
Ceiling to be plastered in 3 coat work and finished off with 2 coats of whitening – and to have trap 
door for access to roof. 
 



Roof is to be covered with Westmorland Slate similar to those on the old school – with Blue 
Staffordshire Ridge set in cement.  
4 ½ “eaves gutter and 2 ½” downpipe. 
Timber (Redwood) – one pair of principals – Foot Beam 9”x3”, King Post 9”x3”, Couple [lags] 8”x3”, 
[Purline] 8”x3”, struts 4 ½”x3”, Ridge Board 7x1 ½”, spars 3”x2 ½”, wall plate 9”x2” Ceiling Joists 4½”      
X 1 ½”. 
 
Floor is to be laid with good 1 ¼ Christians Boards laid folding on good redwood joists 7”x2 ½” width. 
2 rows of [bridging] – dwarf wall to be put in when required. Joists to be properly trim- [need] fpor 
fireplace.   
 
Wainscotting  The wall is to be lined round with good well seasoned 6”x1” pitch Pine Boards (with [.] 
joists) to a height of 4 feet from floor with [..] on top – to be properly feathered and grooved and 
securely fastened to the walls. 
 
Door [Betis…] school and classroom to be of best pitch pine, with 1 ½ stiles and ¾” panels and of size 
shown on plans. To be hung with 4” butt hinges and have 7” rim lock. 
 
Windows to be made of best Redwood, and to correspond with the windows in present school as to 
size and style etc. 
Painting etc. door and wainscoting to have 2 coats of varnish laid on 2 coats of good glue size. All 
other wood and ironwork usually painted to have 3 coats of good oil paint of approved colour. 
 
20” wall 17x17 = 289, 22x16=352, 17x15-255, 22x4 ½ =99 total 1025 divided by 9 = 114 @6/-  = 
£34.0.0 
Roofing 17x15=255x2=510 5sq @ 2/- = £10.0.0 
Slates 57 sq. yards +6 sq. yards = 63 @3/- = £9.9.0 
Ridge 18’ = 6 yards @3/- = £0.18.0 
Door £1.10.0 
Windows £2.0.0 
Fire Grate £2.0.0 
Floor 15x18 30 yards @ 6/- = £7.10.0 
Wainscot 260 sq. feet @ 6d = £6.10.0 
Total = £73.17.0 
[…] 59 yards + […] 30 yards = 89 @ 1/- = £4.9.0  
Grand total = £77.6.0 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/581 
April 2nd 1900 
Mr Jno. Dickson 
Raby Terrace 
 
Dear Sir 
As I understand Robert Dowson’s Sale is on February next, I presume you understand that Mr Fife 
has decided to let you have his farm at [Marshen Gibb] and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/582-583 
April 4th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter on my return home tonight, together with Receipts for 
Robert Dowson’s rent, which I will attend to tomorrow – 
Mrs Watson’s address (late of Revellin) is Thornaby Farm, Bowes, Barnard Castle. 
As I think I named to you her husband is at present in Sedgefield Asylum and I am afraid does not get 
any better. 
I am informed tonight of the arrival of a truck of timber from [Edson] and Company and will inspect 
it before going up the Dale tomorrow, and if necessary carry out your instructions. 
I beg to enclose a list of applications for Fishing Tickets. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Application for Fishing Tickets 
John Currah Hill Top, Harwood old ticket enclosed 
Joseph Raine Newbiggin old ticket enclosed  
George Collinson and son Newbiggin old ticket enclosed 
Reuben Lowes and Brothers Middleton old ticket enclosed 
George Robson Middleton old ticket enclosed 
Thomas Allinson and Brothers Birch Rigg, Forest old ticket enclosed  
J. F. Hobson Durham old ticket enclosed 
Major Prince Middleton 
Joseph Edward Prince Middleton 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/584 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Truck Rough Inch and half and Inch Redwood at Station, not ours, have refused delivery. 
J. S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/585 
April 5th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
In further reference to my letter to you of last night re Timber. I went up to the Station this morning 
and found that the truck contained 9”x1 ½” and 7”x1” rough Redwood Boards, none of which we 
have ordered at Middleton and I thought it best to forward you a wire at once. I told the Station 
Master that the stuff was not to our order and that I could not take it, and he said he would 
communicate with the sender accordingly. We shall be glad to receive our order as we are getting 
very short of Timber at the yard. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Additional Applications for Fishing Tickets 
Isaac Allinson Vallance Lodge 



Thomas Allinson Bank Cottage 
Jno. George Wearmouth Newbiggin (old ticket enclosed) 
j. S. H. 
                          
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/586 
April 6th 1900 
Mr Robert Dowson 
[Marche.] Gill 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you receipt for your Rent, for which I am very much obliged, and with very 
good wishes for your future happiness and prosperity. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
 Raby Estate Account – Teesdale 
Abstract of Pay Sheet for Pay ending 7th April 1900 Paid 14th April 1900 
 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 57.4.4  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside   

Estate Maintenance Account 14.1.0   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 8.6.0  

Plantation Account 35.0.0  

Church and School Account   

Sundry Savings Account 0.16.8 115.2.6 

Dryden Parker for lime 0.10.2  

Co-op Society for wallpaper (High Force) 3.6.4  

Jno. Nixon for carting 4.7.0  

Stamp account – Middleton Postmaster 1.0.0 9.3.6 

Total for Raby Estate  £124.6.0 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 17.5.0  

John Nixon’s account for carting (August 1st to December 30th 1899 2.14.0  

John Nixon’s account for coals (June 31st 1899 to March 26th 1900)                 16.10.3 36.9.3 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 17.2.11 17.2.11 

  £177.18.2 

 
Foreign Account  
Mr Graham for paints etc. £62.9.0 ½  
James S. Hyslop 
April 10th  1900 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/588-589 
April 11th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 



Sir 
Referring to your last visit to Middleton, I beg to report that I have intimated to Mrs Leonard 
Hutchinson that you are willing to accept her son-in-law (J. W. Temple) as tenant of the House and 
Land at Bowleys lately occupied by her husband. She will pay the [trail] Rent up to Lady Day 1900 
and a receipt for this will be required on the next Rent Day. 
I have also informed the late Robert Allinson’s widow [Seavy Hill] that you agree to accept her son 
Thomas Allinson as joint tenant with her on the Farm, subject to his elder brother not wishing to 
make a claim. I presume this will require his name being added in the Reference Book.  
I have also arranged with Miss Tarn for the exchange of Land at Lane Head as approved by you. The 
following alterations will require to be made in the Reference Book.    
Tarn Present Fields 202c 4.2.39, 202d 2.0.10, and 202f 0.2.3 to be altered to 202b 4.0.3, 202a 1.1.16, 
and 202g 0.1.35 at £17 per year. 
Hyslop 202b 4.0.3, 202a 1.1.16, and 202g 0.1.35 to be altered to 202a 4.2.39, 202d 2.0.10, and 202f 
0.2.3 free. 
[…] Head House Farm and Garden 202c 0.2.1 Rent to be fixed after alteration.  
I named your inquiry respecting Middleton House to Mr Willis, but he could not give me any 
information. He promised to name the matter to the directors. 
I am sorry to have to inform you of a very serious accident to Charles Dowson (watcher) on Sunday 
last. It appears he met the two gentlemen from High Force as arranged, taking his horse with him as 
far as Green Hurth where he left it and walked on for some distance – on his return the pony 
became frightened at something soon after he mounted her and threw Dowson and I understand 
dragged him in the […] for some distance. Fortunately some boys were near, so that assistance was 
quickly got. He was quite unconscious and Dr Nelligan informed me last night that his recovery is 
very doubtful. He is afraid the brain is injured. 
I have just seen Mrs Stobbart who cleans the office and she informs me that her remuneration has in 
the past been paid at this time. She receives £6 per year for the office. I did not include the half-
yearly amount (£3) in the account to Mr Garthwaite yesterday, but I enclose it here and trust it will 
be in time for this pay, by adding it to the abstract, making a total of £127.6.0 for the Raby Estate. I 
presume she is anxious as she requires the money for her rent on the Lady Day. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop                                     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/590 
April 11th 1900 
The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
To Mary Stafford Dr. 
To cleaning the Raby Estate Office Middleton, during half year ending Lady Day 1900 £3.00 
 
11th April 1900                                  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to inform you that Mr [Easson] was here yesterday respecting timber. He said that part of our 
order was standing at Winston and the remainder at Barnard Castle. He wanted me to take it, but in 
view of your instructions on Saturday I said I could not do any thing in the matter. I forwarded Mr 
Watson the order by first post Monday, and expect it here this week. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Additional Application for Fishing Tickets 



Mr Willis, Tees and Tributaries 
Nicholas Tallentire, Forest, Tees and Tributaries 
James Hutchinson (Newbiggin) and Sons, (old ticket enclosed) 
Charles Dowson and Sons (watcher), Tees and Tributaries 
Thomas Anderson, Harwood, Tees and Tributaries 
G. W. Beadle (old ticket enclosed) 
Jeremiah Beadle (old ticket enclosed) 
Thomas Walton and Bros., Knott Hill     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/591 
April 14th 1900 
 
Mary Stobbart 
Estate Management Account £3.00 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/592 
April 11th 1900 
Mr Robert Allinson 
Seavy Hill 
 
Dear Mrs Allinson 
In reference to your wish that your son Robert should join you as Joint Tenant of Seary Hill Farm, I 
am instructed to tell you that Mr Fife has no objection to this being done, subject to his elder 
brother not wishing to make any claim. Of course any such arrangement will date from Lady Day 
1900. I hope you will allow me to express my deepest sympathy with you in your bereavement and I 
remain 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
 
April 11th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
Seary Hill Farm 
 
Sir 
I find I made a slight error in my letter to you respecting the above. The name should be Robert 
Allinson instead of Thomas Allinson. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/593 
April 12th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
Bailiff of Manor Court  
 
Sir 
In reply to your inquiry regarding the above, I beg to say the last payment made to Mr May in 
January 1899 was up to 31st December 1898. I understand the payment was made yearly viz. in July 
and January in each year. 



I received the cheques for pay this morning for which I am obliged. I am sorry I was late with Mrs 
Stobbart’s account, but if it is not convenient to send a separate cheque I will advance her the 
money and put it in the account for next month. 
Another truck of Timber has arrived at Station from Easson, which I have refused to take. I am also 
advised of 2 trucks from Watson. 
I am sorry to inform you of the death of Charles Dowson. He died this morning, and I think was never 
fully conscious. 
I have been very much troubled with my elbow swelling for the last 2 days, but am now painting 
with Iodine and hope to be all right again in a few days. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/594 
April 12th 1900 
 
Dear Mrs Dowson 
I was very sorry to hear of the death of your husband, and I trust you will allow me to express to you 
my deepest sympathy in your very sad and painful bereavement. I saw you son-in-law last night and 
hope to be with you on Sunday to pay my last token of respect to a very old friend. Trusting you will 
have strength given to you to bear up under tour very heavy affliction. 
Yours sincerely  
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/595 
April 13th 1900 
Wm  Gibson Robinson 
Low Houses 
 
Dear Sir 
If you are in Middleton tomorrow I shall be obliged by your giving me a call. I am informed that you 
will pay Joseph Beadle’s rent for cottage lately occupied by him at Low Houses, but as no 
arrangement has been made with me I am anxious to have something definite done before the Rent 
Day. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
April 16th 1900 
Revd. W. H. Philpott 
Forest 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter, I think the plumber will be able to fix new Pump Bow etc. tomorrow or 
Wednesday. I will endeavour to let you have Ireland on Thursday to do the paperhanging, if you will 
kindly get the paper by that time. I will enquire re firewood and let you know where to send as early 
as possible. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/596-597 
April 16th 1900 



H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
George Bainbridge has given me the enclosed notice, which appears to be incorrect. The rent of his 
cottage is £3.0.0 per year. The last tenant left on 2nd December 1899, and paid his rent up (£3.1.2) 
which I gave to you on December 8th 1899 so that Bainbridge as a new Tenant should have to pay 
£1.8.10 on the 5th October next for rent due at Lady day 1900, that is if the present system of having 
a trail rent for cottages has to be continued. I think there will not be any tithes on this cottage but 
am not certain.  
I enclose a memo re cottages which have new Tenants since last Michaelmas based upon the 
present system, but I think it would be much better not to have any trail rent in connection with 
these new Tenants and the old ones can be put on the same terms as they may be to let. You will 
note that the full year’s rent will be paid for the cottages at Low Houses and Revellin and the new 
tenants will begin to pay from the present Lady Day. If you think any changes will be advisable and 
will let me know I will arrange for Bainbridge and Wearmouth to pay their rent (£1.8.10 and £1.10.9) 
on Friday. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Memo Respecting Teesdale Cottages 
Situation Last 

Tenant 
Left Rent paid 

to J. S. 
Hyslop 

Paid to Mr 
Fife 

New 
Tenant 

Rent Due Payable 

Thompson 
Cottages 

Mark 
Bainbridge 

22nd 
November 
1899 

From Lady 
Day 1899 
to 22 Nov. 
1899 
£2.9.3 

30 th 
November 
1899 
£2.9.3 

Thomas 
Wearmouth 

Lady Day 
1900 
£1.10.9 

5th 
October 
1900 

Hill 
Cottages 

James 
Beadle 

2nd 
December 
1899 

From 23rd 
November 
1898 to 2nd 
December 
1899 

December 
8th 1899 
£5.1.2 

George 
Bainbridge 

Lady Day 
1900 
£1.8.10 

5th 
October 
1900 

Low 
Houses 

Joseph 
Beadle 

 £4.0.0 To be paid 
on 20th 
inst. 

Jon. Walton Michaelmas 
Day £2.0.0  

21 April 
1900 

Revellin Thomas 
Dowson 

 £3.10.0 To be paid 
on 20th 
inst. 

Jonathan 
Bainbridge 

From Lady Day 1900 at 
£3.0.0 per year. First ½ 
year rent due 21 April 
1900   

 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/598 
April 16th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
The late Charles Dowson’s son-in law (Isaac Beale) has called upon me today to ask if I thought you 
would have any objection to Dowson’s son, Wm. Fenwick Dowson who watches Tyne Head Fell and 
lives at Lady [..in], coming to live with his mother at Unthank, and taking his father’s ground. He said 
he was going to write to Captain Hunter on the matter, but I said it would be necessary for it to be 



referred to you and as I was writing to you I would mention it, but I did not think you would object to 
the arrangement. 
John Bell [(ad..’s)] of Hill and named the place to me on Saturday. He would like the watching of the 
Backside Fell, but under the circumstances you will probably consider Mrs Dowson’s wishto have her 
son with her, as having a prior claim and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/599 
April 17th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
Application for Fishing Leave 
Adam Hutchinson, old ticket enclosed 
* William and Thomas Watson, Newbiggin, old ticket enclosed 
John Watson, Mill, Newbiggin, old ticket enclosed 
Joseph Watson and Sons, Mill, Newbiggin old ticket enclosed 
Isaac Allinson and Sons, Walgarth, Forest, old ticket enclosed 
*Adam Bell and Sons, Hunt Hill Forest 
Bertie Lee, Middleton 
Jno. Parker, Middleton 
Jeramiah Dowson, Clover Yard Harwood 
*Jacob Raine, Middleton 
Joseph Morton, Middleton 
*ask for leave to fish Becks 
 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/600 
April 21st 1900 
J. S. Helmer Esq. 
 
Dear Sir 
I have just received your letter and I am sorry I could not send your wire as requested and presume 
it is now too late to be of any service to you. I therefore return stamps. The Rent was taken away last 
night by one of your representatives from Darlington (Mr Knox) and I understand this cours will be 
taken at a future Rent Day. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop                      
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/601 
April 23rd 1900 
Middleton 
 
Applications for Fishing Tickets 
Adam Hutchinson, Ettersgill, (old ticket enclosed) * 
William Watson, Newbiggin, (old ticket enclosed) * 
Thomas Watson, Brothersgill, * 
Jno. Watson, Mill, Newbiggin, (old ticket enclosed) 
Joseph Watson and Sons, Mill, Newbigin, (old ticket enclosed) 



Isaac Allinson and Sons, Walgarth, Forest (old ticket enclosed) 
Adam Bell and Sons, Hunt Hall, (old ticket enclosed) * 
Bertie Lee, Middleton 
Jno Parker, Middleton 
Jeremiah Dowson, Clover Yard, Harwood 
Jacob Raine, Middleton * 
Joseph Morton, Middleton 
John Robinson, Shildon, 
Henry Bainbridge, Bridge House 
Joshua Watson, Dent Bank, Middleton 
William Redfern, Newbiggin, 
Thomas Allinson and Sons, forest, Middleton * 
George [Brumwell] (High), Masters Gill, Harwood 
Alfred Carr, Garrigill 
 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. * Ask for Leave to fish in Tributaries 
As I named to you on Saturday, James Walton (New House Forest) has lost his ticker Number 258 
and Thomas [Redger…] ticker Number 257 (his son-in-law who lives with him)  and will be obliged if 
you can grant him Duplicate. I find I gave them to him on 26th March. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/602 
April 23rd 1900 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you Mr Watson’s account for timber, which is subject to a reduction of 2 ½% 
discount for cash, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S .Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/603 
April 23rd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Sudborough 
Thrapston  
  
Willy Hole Mine 
Sir  
In accordance with your instructions I went up to see R. F. Race yesterday, showed him your letter 
respecting Willy Hole, and requested him to cease working on Monday next, the 30th inst. 
I was up at the Mine on Tuesday last and found they have about 20 Tons of Zinc Ore laying dressed 
ready for market, and I estimate they will have at least 200 Tons laying in the teams, which they 
cannot dress for want of machinery. 
They have 9 men and 3 boys employed at present, and I trust you may be able to make 
arrangements for their getting to work again soon. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
                         



NEIMME/ZE/4/604 
April 28th 1900 
Mr Joseph Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you receipts as follows 
Jno Wearmouth £7.11.0 ½ years subscription Newbiggin School 
M. Dowson £2.13.4 1 years interest on loan (Forest School) 
M. Dowson £12.10.0 ½ years subscription, Forest School 
M. Dowson £1.6.8 1 years rent charge [Fr… Ho.] Allotment Society 
M. Dowson £10.10.0 ½ years subscription Harwood School 
Total £34.10.0 
With reference to your inquiry about “Walling for Plantations”, the sum you refer to (£10.14.0) was 
deducted from the total amount of Contract, in my Plantation Account for pay ending 18th 
November 1899, which will show balance of £1.18.0 as being due to Tallentire at that date. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S.  With regard to Mr James’ account 10/3 as we are not likely to want anything more from him for 
some time, would it not be better to pass the account at once, and so get it out of the way. 
I was very pleased the Rent Day was so satisfactory and I hope it will always be the same. J. S. H.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/605 
April 28th 1900 
Mr Havelock  
Staindrop 
 
Cuttings 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife asks me to send you 20 Tons of Cuttings from Lady Rake Mine. The sample I sent to Mr Tullet 
was from Green Hurth Mine. I think I shall be able to get carts about next Wednesday, and shall be 
glad if you will let me know by return if it is the Green Hurth sample you require, and if you now 
want them put through a screen. I do not think that the cuttings they are making at Lady Rake just 
now would suit your purposes, as they contain a considerable amount of plate. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/606 
April 30th 1900 
Mr R. F. Race 
Ashgill Head 
 
Willy Hole Mine 
Dear Sir 
In accordance with instructions received from Mr Fife this morning, I beg to inform you that you can 
continue working at Willy Hole until 31st May 1900. I have sent Joseph word, as I was not certain of 
getting this through to you today. I will send you a memorandum regarding scales of Duty etc. in a 
day or two.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 



 
April 30th 1900 
Mr Joseph Race 
Raby Terrace 
 
Dear Sir 
I am instructed that the work at Willy Hole can be continued till 31st May 1900. 
I have sent your father word, but send you this in the hope that you may receive it in time to keep 
the men on the place. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/607 
April 30th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 23rd inst. I beg to state 
1, the number of young trees received from Kent & Brydon in November last was 22,300. 
2, Dryden Parker’s price for Lime at Kiln is 8/4 per Ton (eight shillings and four pence) 
3, your instructions regarding Parker & Hebdon’s Rent has my attention, also with regard to grant to 
Mr Havelock. 
Willy Hole Mine – in accordance with your letter of the 28th inst. respecting the above, I have 
informed Mr R. F. Race that he can continue working until 31st May and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/608 
April 30th 1900 
Mr R. F. Race 
 
Dear Sir 
I sent you a letter up today by one of the Watsons of Herdship, stating that you could continue 
working at Willy Hole until the 31st May 1900, which I trust reached you in time, and I hope that in 
the meantime some satisfactory arrangements may be arrive at. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
May 2nd 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Forest Classroom 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you amended plan of the above, which I think will meet the requirements of 
the Education Department. I have been obliged to make a new tracing, as I found I could not take 
their figures off the one I made before, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/609 
May 4th 1900 
Mr Havelock 
 
Dear Sir 
By passenger train today I forwarded sample of Lady Rake Cuttings. They are a poor sample as they 
have little or none of the white mineral at present, but should you think they would do I can forward 
the 20 Tons next week. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/610 
May 7th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Adam Bell in his monthly statement of Captain Hunter’s Game account enters as follows 
Charles Dowson Backside Fell, Game Watcher 6 days @ 3/- = £0.18.0 
Mr F. Dowson Tyne Head Game Watchers 24 days @ 3/- = £3.12.0 
Hy. Dixon (Shepherd, Backside and Ashgill Head) 24 days @ 4d = £0.8.0 
I shall be obliged if you will kindly wire me the money if this is correct, as I do not know what 
arrangements have been made as to Fenwick Dowson taking the Beckside Fell and Hy Dixon Tyne 
Head. 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter respecting Iron House at High Force, which shall have my 
best attention. Is it intended for the roof to be black, the same as the sides. If not it will be necessary 
to get some of the Isolating Paint named in the circular you sent. I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/611 
Raby Estate Account – Teesdale.  
Abstract of Pay Sheets for Pay Ending 5th May 1900. Paid 12th May 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 73.17.2  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside   

Estate Maintenance Account 27.8.0   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 3.15.6  

Plantation Account 26.13.8  

Church and School Account 2.2.8  

Sundry Savings Account 1.0.0 134.17.0 

Dryden Parker for lime 1.8.5  

M & S. Wearmouth for stone 7.8.9 ½   

N. E. Railway Company for Coals (office) 0.15.10  

Mr Nixon for farm fee Rents (as per enclosed items) 0.12.4 ½  10.5.5 

Total for Raby Estate  £145.2.5 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 12.2.3 12.2.3 

Mr Clutterbuck   



Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.16.5 14.16.5 

  £172.1.1 

 
Foreign Accounts  
Mr S. Easson & Company for plastering laths £7.10.0 
J. Heslop for wire rope £19.13.9 
J. Heslop for chimney pots etc £5.1.0 
Thomas James for extra charges on [beads] £0.10.3 =£32.15.0 
 
James S. Hyslop  
May 8thth 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/612 
May 12th 1900 9 p.m. 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop  
 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry I am not able to finish with the Pay Sheets tonight, and am obliged to go up the Dale first 
thing on Monday morning, but I will complete my work on Monday night and let you have them by 
Tuesday’s post. Hoping the delay will not inconvenience you I remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. Below I give additional applications for Fishing Tickets, which you will perhaps be kind enough to 
submit to Mr Fife as I forgot to give them to him on Saturday. 
[..] Allinson, Walton, Forest 
[..] Watson and Sons, Stoney […], Harewood 
Mr B. Anderson, Beck House, Ettersgill, (Tees and Tributaries) 
Thomas Whitfield, Middelton 
Andrew Lowes, Middleton 
Jno. Hunter, Butterknowe (Tees and Tributaries) sometime comes as a visitor for a few days in the 
year   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/613 
May 15th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, enclosing plan of proposed extension at Forest School, 
which shall have my best attention. Some time ago you spoke of making the Classroom 3 feet longer 
than shown on plan viz. 18’ instead of 15 feet. I shall be glad to receive your instructions on this 
point. 
I inspected John Dickinson’s fence last night, and find he has made his fence to turn sheep or cattle. 
Thomas Lee’s fence is very bad – two large gaps nearly down to the ground, and requires making up 
and 2 wires on the top to turn sheep. 
His present address is 12 Alfred Street, St Leonards by the Sea. Lord Strathmore has made his walls 
up, but they still require two wires on top to keep the sheep back. The expense is very trifling, and if 
done, I think the job would be satisfactory. 



I have received the keys of Cleveland Cottage from Mr Hope and will get into the house about 
Thursday. He has also removed his horsed from Bengy hill. I have bought paper for 3 of the rooms 
and am getting Ireland to put it on which I trust will meet your approval 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
      
NEIMME/ZE/4/614 
May 16th 1900 
Mr John Hyslop 
56 West Parade 
Rhyl 
Flint  
 
Dear John 
Your letter came to hand on my return home on Monday evening, and as I was away both Tuesday 
and Wednesday, I have not got written before today. With reference to your cloth I am moving 
today to Cleveland Cottage, but will take care of the same. Unless you want T. F. B. to have it 
particularly all right, but if you don’t and want to sell it and will tell me what you would like for it I 
would like to try and buy it. Thanks for paper with Chamberlin’s speech, although I have not yet had 
time to read it. I think the war in South Africa is drawing to a close.  
Did you ever get any further about the Tees water for power. I think it could be got. Excuse more as 
it is just post time and I am very busy. With kind love I remain  
Your affectionate brother 
J. S. Hyslop.   
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/615 
May 17th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the15th and 16th inst., and to thank you for your 
kindness in getting the men to assist me in moving, which I will practically finish tonight. 
I have arranged with Hy. Bainbridge to take the wire, post and staples to Barnard Castle on Monday 
next, the 21st inst. and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. I called on Mr Willis this morning re water course, but he was away from home. I will call again 
tomorrow, but I have not heard anything of the proposal. I should think the object will be to obtain a 
better supply for the pumping and lifting operations at Wire Gill Mine 
J.S.H  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/616 
May 19th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 



Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the17th inst., and note your instructions re Forest 
School. I have arranged with Wearmouth’s to deliver the stone required at the price stated in their 
offer, which I submitted to you some time ago, and will get Isaac Tarn and Mark Scott to work as 
soon as possible. 
I also beg to return Mr Fernean’s and Mr Swan’s letters. I agree with Mr Fernean’s idea that Willy 
Hole would form a centre from which the Upper Teesdale District might be developed by the 
Nenthead Company as they have the ore there in good quantity and fair quality; which would 
encourage them to go on, and I feel confident that Lead will eventually be cut, which is most 
important so far as Royalty is concerned. Mr Swan does not appear to get much further forward, and 
I think it will rest with you to decide what steps should be taken on the expiration of the month’s 
grace granted to him at the beginning of the present month. Mr Fernean is evidently anxious and 
ready to make you an offer. 
I have seen Mr Willis re the water course. Nothing has yet been decided, and in any case the work 
will not commence before the time you name.  
I had a letter from Mr Jackson re the High Force painting today and he proposes to come up next 
week to do it. This would have been done before, but in the first place Mr [Danck] had his room and 
Mr Jackson said he could not let me have a man this week. I went down to see him on the 9th inst. 
Your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/617 
May 25th 1900  
W. F. K. Stock Esq. 
Darlington 
 
Dear Sir 
Acting on instructions received from H. L. Fife Esq. of Staindrop I have today forwarded to your 
address a box containing 2 samples of water for analysis. Mr Fife will be obliged if you will please 
examine the same and advise as to their suitability for household purposes at your earliest possible 
convenience and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/618 
May 25th 1900  
The Siderosthen Paint Syndicate 
[Moni..] Road Works 
Wick Lane 
Bow  
London 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to enclose an order for Siderosthen Paint which I will be obliged by your forwarding as early as 
possible. It is intended to be used for painting a galvanized Iron House as a trial, and I trust will prove 
satisfactory. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
May 25th 1900 



C. T. Fogg Elliot Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your order for 2 trucks of Green Hurth Cuttings, and will arrange for 
their being forwarded as early as possible and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/619 
May 28th 1900  
Mr R. F. Race 
 
Dear Sir 
I received your letter this morning and note that you have sold a parcel of Green Hurth Ore, delivery 
of which you can arrange for when convenient. Taking the present price of Pig Lead, I think it will be 
better to take 1/14th Duty – of course if this proves to be too much we can rectify it at the end of the 
year. 
Lord Barnard wants 2 trucks of Green Hurth cuttings sent as early as possible to Raby Castle. Could 
you get ore say 16 Tons screened by any of your men on the place – they should be well done and I 
could give you 1/- per Ton. An early reply will oblige. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
May 28th 1900 
Mr Jos. Tarn 
At Riggside 
 
I am afraid I shall not be able to get up to Riggside tomorrow, but will try to come on Wednesday. I 
hope you are progressing on with the work and will have all inside done before Captain Hunter 
comes this weekend. Glad to hear you have got a good supply of water.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/620-621 
May 30th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter enclosing analysis of water. Number 1 was from the 
Spring inspected by you on Saturday last, and appears to be satisfactory. Number 2 was from 
Peghorn Lodge. 
I beg to return to you the Green Hurth Balance Sheet for 1899, which shows a loss of £182.17.5 on 
the year’s operations. For your information I enclose a comparative statement showing the items of 
cost for the last 2 years and which shows that the ore has cost 7/11 ¾ per Bing more for winning and 
dressing during 1899 than it did in 1898. 



I notice that in their Profit and Loss account they do not credit themselves with any Lead Ore in stock 
(in the shape of Bowse). I cannot say how much they would have laying at the end of 1899, but they 
would have some, and the value of this would of course reduce the apparent loss on the year’s 
working. At the end of 1898 they had £180 worth in stock as shown on their Balance Sheet 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
May 30th 1900. Memo showing Comparative cost of winning and dressing Lead Ore at Green Hurth 
during the years 1898-1899 

 Produce of 1898 570 bings Produce of 1899 456 ½ bings  increase decrease 

 £ S D Cost per 
bing £ S D 

£ S D Cost per 
bing £ S D 

  

Labour  1267.3.8 2.4.5 1181.14.9 2.11.9 7/4  

Timber 120.6.3 0.4.2 57.1.6 0.2.6  1/8 

Coals 46.15.4 0.1.7 71.15.2 0.3.1 1/6  

Explosives 48.3.2 0.1.8 28.0.3 0.1.3  -/5 

Stores 55.18.7 0.2.0 15.5.5 0.0.8  1/4 

Candles 15.10.0 0.0.7 20.5.0 0.0.10 -/3  

Carriage and 
Carting 

121.4.6 0.4.3 95.4.10 0.4.2   

Sundries 15.9.7 0.0.7 15.9.10 0.0.8 -/1  

Rent rates and 
taxes 

17.6.0 0.0.9 17.2.10 0.0.9   

Printing and 
stationery 

1.18.0 0.0.1 1.5.0 0.0.1   

Salaries 69.2.6 0.2.5 69.2.6 0.3.0 -/7  

Insurance 24.15.0 0.0.10 9.13.6 0.0.5  -/5 

Bank charges 2.5.6 0.0.1 1.13.1 0.0.1   
Repairs to machinery 18.1.5 0.0.7 24.0.0 0.1.1 -/6  

Directors fees 54.5.0 0.1.11 54.5.0 0.2.5 -/6  

 £1878.4.6 3.5.11 1661.18.8 3.2.9 10/9 3/11 

Royalty paid 124.2.10 0.4.4 1/4 125.19.9 0.5.6 1/13/4  

 2002.7.4 3.10.3 1/4 1787.18.5 3.18.3 11/10/3/4 3/11 

James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/622-624 
May 30th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Willy Hole 
 
Sir  
Enclosed I beg to return Mr Swan’s letters (3) and one from Mr Fernean, respecting the above. With 
regard to Mr Swan’s letters I do not think I can add much to what was discussed on Saturday last. 
The amount named by him as having been spent on the Royalty extend back for many years, and 
was spent by companies which have long since ceased to exist, but of which Mr Swan was probably a 
shareholder, as for instance The North Green Hurth Company and I think another was called the  
Harwood Mining Company. 
With regard to Willy Hole, as I stated to you this mine was practically driven by Byers and Company. 
All that Mr Swan has done here is to send a shaft a few fathoms in order to cut the Lady Rake Vein 



for Lead ore, and to push the Low Level foreheads a few fathoms forward to prove the Zinc deposit, 
which was previously of no value, and was left in the mine, or if this was not possible put in the Dead 
Heap. As a matter of fact Byers drove alongside of the Zinc for a considerable distance in the level 
you inspected some time ago, to which I think your attention was drawn at the time. 
I think the figure named by Mr Swan for all interests in Grasshill and Willy Hole together with the 
plant is £2200 is not very unreasonable and might form a basis for agreement between Mr Fernean 
and him. The Nenthead people offered him £1000 and a Royalty which I presume would be 
independent of Lord Barnard’s Royalty Rent. If the ground was opened out extensively and a large 
quantity of ore raised [pro..] by the place at £2200 clear would be to the advantage of Mr fernean 
and Company. 
I saw Mr Race yesterday and he said Mr Swan’s great objection was to the 1/8th duty with which the 
proposed scale finishes. He seemed to think that if the scale could be altered as follows that the 
difficulty could be overcome, but I cannot judge as to whether this is correct.      
 
 

When the gross selling price of lead 
ore at the mine is  

   

Under £5.0.0 per ton the duty to be   1/22nd and 1/25th 

At £5.0.0 and under £5.10.0 1/21s t and 1/24th 

At £5.10.0 and under £6.0.0 1/20 th and 1/23th 

At £6.0.0 and under £6.10.0 1/19 th and 1/22nd 

At £6.10.0 and under £7.0.0 1/18 th and 1/21st 

At £7.0.0 and under £7.10.0 1/17 th and 1/20th 

At £7.10.0 and under £8.0.0 1/16 th and 1/19th 

At £8.0.0 and under £8.10.0 1/15 th and 1/18th 

At £8.10.0 and under £9.0.0 1/14 th and 1/17th 

At £9.0.0 and under £9.10.0 1/13 th and 1/16th 

At £9.10.0 and under  £10.0.0 1/12 th and 1/15th 

At £10.0.0 and under £10.10.0 1/11 th and  1/14th 

At £10.10.0 and under  £11.0.0 1/10 th and 1/13th 

At £11.0.0 and under £11.10.0 1/9 th and 1/12th 

At £11.10.0 and under  £12.0.0 1/8 th and 1/11th 

At £12.0.0 and under  £12.10.0 1/7 th and 1/10th 

  

The present value of Lead Ore is £10.17.8 per ton and the rate of Duty under the above scale would 
be 1/10th dry and 1/13th wet. Under the scale proposed to Mr Swan which finishes at £10.10.0 the 
rate for wet and dry is 1/8th. If this amended scale should prove acceptable to Mr Swan I would 
recommend its adoption. 



The question as to which of the two parties would be the best for His Lordship’s Interests and that of 
the Dale I still think that the Nenthead people would be preferable as they have a better capital, if 
anything like a fair arrangement could be made, but this is of course a matter for you to judge. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I see that Pig Lead is today quoted at £17.5.0 to £17.10.0 [..] which the old scale (London Lead 
Company) based on the selling price of Pig Lead would give a Rate of […] and 1/18th 
J.S.H.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/625-626 
May 30th 1900  
Mr R. F. Race 
Ashgill Head 
 
Dear Sir 
You are right in thinking that your next parcel of Ore from Green Hurth will be 26 Tons and 68 Bings 
which will give 5 Bings of Duty Ore at 1/14th duty. 
I have today submitted to Mr Fife the following scale for Lead at Willy Hole and Grass Hill which I 
have altered to meet what you told me was Mr Swan’s objection to a possible 1/8th Duty, but of 
course I don’t know whether Mr Fife will sanction it   
 

When the gross selling price of lead 
ore at the mine is  

   

Under £5.0.0 per ton the duty to be   1/22nd and 1/25th 

At £5.0.0 and under £5.10.0 1/21s t and 1/24th 

At £5.10.0 and under £6.0.0 1/20 th and 1/23th 

At £6.0.0 and under £6.10.0 1/19 th and 1/22nd 

At £6.10.0 and under £7.0.0 1/18 th and 1/21st 

At £7.0.0 and under £7.10.0 1/17 th and 1/20th 

At £7.10.0 and under £8.0.0 1/16 th and 1/19th 

At £8.0.0 and under £8.10.0 1/15 th and 1/18th 

At £8.10.0 and under £9.0.0 1/14 th and 1/17th 

At £9.0.0 and under £9.10.0 1/13 th and 1/16th 

At £9.10.0 and under  £10.0.0 1/12 th and 1/15th 

At £10.0.0 and under £10.10.0 1/11 th and  1/14th 

At £10.10.0 and under  £11.0.0 1/10 th and 1/13th 

At £11.0.0 and under £11.10.0 1/9 th and 1/12th 

At £11.10.0 and under  £12.0.0 1/8 th and 1/11th 

At £12.0.0 and under  £12.10.0 1/7 th and 1/10th 

  



The scale for Zinc Ore submitted to Mr Swan was when the price of Spelter is 
Under £15.0.0 per ton the price of Zinc Ore to be 8d per ton 
At £15.0.0 and under £16.0.0 the price of Zinc Ore to be 11d per ton 
At £18.0.0 and under £21.0.0 the price of Zinc Ore to be 1/1 ½ d per ton 
At £21.0.0 and under £23.0.0 the price of Zinc Ore to be 2/- per ton 
At £23.0.0 and under £25.0.0 the price of Zinc Ore to be 2/6 per ton 
At £25.0.0 and above the price of Zinc Ore to be 3/- per ton 
 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/627 
May 30th 1900  
The Siderosthen Paint Syndicate 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of the drum of Paint and note that you will forward the Isolating Paint in the course of 
a week. I also note that it will not be necessary to have any of the thinning oil, at least not for the 
present. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
June 5th 1900 
C. T. Fogg Elliott Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir 
I beg to advise you that a truck of Green Hurth cuttings has left Middleton today, consigned to Mr 
Tullet [Coniston] Station and containing [..tons and17c]. The second Truck will leave Middleton on 
Thursday week. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/628-629 
 
Raby Estate Account – Teesdale 
Abstract of Pay Sheet for Pay ending 2nd June 1900 Paid 9th June 1900 
 

Raby Estate  £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account  69.7.8  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside  5.4.0  

Estate Maintenance Account  35.19.9   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road)  4.14.6  

Plantation Account  35.5.10  

Church and School Account  3.17.4  

Sundry Savings Account  0.13.4  

Raby Estate – Staindrop account  1.8.0 156.10.5 

Dryden Parker for lime for whitewashing 15.0.0   

Dryden Parker for lime for building and repairs 2.13.0 17.13  

M and S. Wearmouth for stone for building and repairs  5.19.10  

N. E. Railway Company carriage   0.0.11  



George Pinkney’s account for slates for building and reapairs  6.0.0 9.3.6 

Poor Rate 
Middleton Township 1s 4d in the £     
Estate Cleveland Cottage £25.0.0. at 1s 4d  1.13.4   
             Raby Cottage £11.15.0 at 1s 4d 0.15.8   
             Woodyard £18.10.0 at 1s 4d 1.4.8   
             Town Hall £16.10.0 at 1s 4d 1.2.0   
 4.15.8   
Plantations £30.0.0 at 1s 4d 2.0.0   
Mines   6.15.8  

Newbiggin Township at 10d in the £ 
Plantations £30.10.0 at 10d 1.5.5   
Mines £1.5.0 at 10d 0.1.1 1.6.6  

Forest and Frith Township at 10d in the £ 
Plantations £107.0.0 at 10d 4.9.2   
Mines (Green Hurth Duty) £100.16.9 at 10d 4.4.0 ½  8.13.2 ½  46.9 

Total for Raby Estate   £202.19 

Captain Hunter    

Game Account as per Pay Sheet  11.4.3  

Poor Rate (Forest and Frith) £500.0.0 at 10d  20.16.8  

John Nixon’s account for carting (August 1st to 
December 30th 1899 

 2.14.0  

John Nixon’s account for 1 years house cleaning due 13 
May1900 

 5.0.0 37.0.11 

Mr Clutterbuck    

Game Account as per Pay Sheet  4.16.5 17.2.11 

Poor Rate 

Middleton  Sporting Rights (Lord Barnard) £500 at 1s 4d 33.6.8   

               Sporting Rights (other owners) £34.0.0 at 1s 4d 2.5.4   

               Watchers house Lodge Sike  £2.14.9 at 1s 4d 0.3.4 35.15.4  

Newbiggin Sporting Rights (Lord Barnard) £200 at 10d 8.6.   

               Sporting Rights (Stable Edge) £1.10.0 at 10d 0.1.3   

               Sporting Rights Broadley Gate £10.0.0 at 10d 0.8.4 8.16.3  

Forest Sporting Rights (Lord Barnard) £300.0.0 at 10d 12.10.0 12.10.0 71.18.0 

   £311.18.5 ½  

 
James S. Hyslop 
June 5th 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/630 
June 6th 1900  
Reverend C. E.O. Griffith 
Eggleston  
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter ad no posts have previously sold from this Estate, I have delayed replying, so 
that I might have the opportunity of submitting your request to Mr Fife for his approval. I have now 
done so and beg to say that your tenant may have as many as he requires at a cost of six pence (6d) 
each and I beg to remain 



Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
June 7th 1900 
Messrs Ord and Maddison 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th inst. for which I am obliged. I am afraid there is some slight 
misunderstanding with regard to my letter to you of the 31st ult. in which I asked for the price at 
which you could supply us with galvanizes sheets. I shall be glad if you will kindly let me have this 
information at your earliest convenience and I remain 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/631-632 
June 13th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, and will give the repairs to Boundary Fence at Swinhope 
Head my best attention. 
I had already arranged for the plumber to go up yesterday to repair the pipes at High Force, and this 
was done and the [Rain] working when I came past night. 
We had a terrific thunderstorm in Teesdale on Monday night and again yesterday afternoon. I am 
sorry to say that the lightning struck and set on fire John Staley’s Hayshed at Hanging Shaw on 
Monday night about 10.30 just in the height of the storm, and it is practically destroyed. Staley lost 
about £12 worth of Hay – his carrier’s cart and 2 pigs which were in the shed at the time, and I 
understand some implements. He puts his loss at £50 and Lord Barnard’s lass will be as much unless 
the place is insured. 
I started 6 men with the Ash Hill water yesterday and intend going over to Staley’s but the storm 
came on and I was obliged to postpone my visit. I presume this is a case which will have to be 
replaced as early as possible, but I will report further when I have seen it and await your instructions. 
I met Henry Bainbridge (Bridge House) yesterday, who named the Bull to me. He is not satisfied with 
his recent condition, and thinks it would be well to consult a veterinary. He was lame in a hind leg 
when you saw him last and had a swelling hock – now the swelling is in both hind legs and he is very 
lame. He seems week in his hind parts and very often falls over as he is coming off the cow. 
Bainbridge thought he was a little better yesterday but is anxious about him. There is no sign of [….] 
as his skin is all right, and he grazes and eats his cake fairly well and I think it is probable the swelling 
is caused from his stomach. I would suggest Thompson of Barnard Castle who comes to Middleton 
every Saturday be asked to look at him.  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/633 
June 18th 1900  
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir 



Enclosed I beg to hand you Invoice for Siderosthen Paint account received here and will be obliged 
by your forwarding cheque for same at your earliest convenience. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/634-635 
June 19th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter yesterday regarding Aycliffe Lime for which I am obliged. 
Mr Thompson looked at the Bull on Saturday and thought he was suffering from rheumatism. He left 
behind a “Drink” and a bottle of Lotion. I saw the Bull yesterday when I thought he was a little 
better, and again today when he appears to be much the same. The Lotion is nearly all used and I 
have asked Mr Thompson to send a fresh supply and if he thought it advisable another “Drink”. I 
hope he will soon be better, but he eats badly in the house as he frets after the other cattle – of 
course he is out during the day. 
Mr Dunk sent down to my house yesterday during my absence for your Portmanteau to go to High 
Force, and my wife delivered it up. As this is contrary to your instructions to me to keep it till you 
came up, I name it, so that if you are likely to require it at Middleton I may be able to get it back in 
time.  
A good many of the men will avail themselves of your kind offer regarding the Royal Show, and I 
think will come on Friday. Mr May is at Newcastle and is not very well, but we are getting on very 
satisfactorily at the yard and the work is well forward. Deward’s Roof was put on yesterday and 
Gargate’s Roof will be ready. The men are going to put Mrs Collinson’s shed wall plates etc. on 
tomorrow. As it is better both of us not to be away together I shall not be able to get to the Royal 
this year, but may perhaps ask your permission to visit the Yorkshire or Northumberland Show later 
on. I hope you are having a pleasant visit and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/636 
June 21st 1900  
Mr Arthur Lee 
Bail Hill [Mickleton] 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife has several times named to me the question of your rent for Force Garth End, which should 
have been paid on the last Rent Day. I told him I had seen you and you had promised to let me have 
it some time ago. I have been hoping to see or hear from you and will be glad if you will give the 
matter your earliest attention. The amount is as follows 
½ years rent due Lady Day £5.11.6 
¼ Tithe due April 1st 1900 £0.2.8  Total Due £5.14.2 and I remain 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/637 



June 21st 1900  
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
H. C. Bower Esq 
Holwick 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr 
1900 April 5th to 10th to sawing 1958 feet of Boards @ 3/- per 100 feet = £2.18.9 
To 4 Loads Firewood from High Force Plantation at 3/- per Load = £0.12.0  Total £3.10.9 
 
June 21st 1900  
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
Mr George Forster and Sons 
Middleton  
 
To Lord Barnard Dr 
1900 April 10th to 12th to sawing Ash 590 feet 
          May 10th to sawing Larch 551 feet 
          May 16th to sawing Larch 471 feet 
          Total 1612 feet @ 3/- per 100 feet = £2.8.4  total £2.8.4 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/638 
June 27th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and will have the Roads done as early as possible. I have 
received a letter from Messrs T. B. […ter] and Sons regarding Level which I enclose. I think they are 
right with regard to the old Level, but it might perhaps be made to do for ordinary purposes. I 
presume the level he offers at £7.10.0 will be a second hand one. 
The Lime from Aycliife has arrive today and I saw it carted into the yard. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I think I shall be able to borrow Mr Hope’s Level tonight, so that I shall get the Ash Hill Drain 
checked on Thursday.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/639 
Middleton 
July 2nd 1900 
 
Ash Hill Drain 
Instructions are given for the new depth of the bottom of the drain. There are 12 pegs from which 
the depths are measured and the depths vary from 1foot 3 inches to 4 feet 2 inches.  
It states that the bottom of the drain is to be 3 feet 6 inches below the top of number 16 old peg ( on 
East side of Wall in Hy Bainbridge’s allotment and to run out down that hill.) 
The instructions are  



First make bottom of Drain proper depth at Number 1 peg and number 2 peg and fix one Boring Rod 
in Drain at Number 1 and another at Number 2 (stationary with a few stones) then cut drain 
between the depths shown by the middle rod. 
Second make drain bottom right depth at Number 3 peg. Leave rod standing at number 2 peg. 
Remove Rod from number 1 peg and fix at number 3 and cut between number 2 and 3 to depth 
shown by middle rod, and so on till you get to number 11 peg. 
J. S. Hyslop 
 
Mr William Watson 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/640 
 
Raby Estate Account – Teesdale.  
Abstract of Pay Sheets for Pay Ending 30th June 1900. Paid 7th July 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 72.7.4  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 7.4.4  

Building and Repairs Account [Hay Sheds] 4.1.8  

Estate Maintenance Account 41.3.4   

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 4.3.0  

Plantation Account 26.2.0  

Church and School Account 1.14.0  

Accounts 1.0.0 155.15.8 

Dryden Parker for lime 4.4.9  

M & S. Wearmouth for stone 4.17.0   

Jos.[ Parmley] Horse Hire 4.0.6  

J. W. [Gargett] Smith’s work 1.19.11  

J. Watson Saddlery 0.16.6  

Post Office Stamps 1.15.0 17.3.5 

Total for Raby Estate  £172.19.1 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 13.0.3 13.0.3- 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 15.0.5  

Robert Coatsworth – rent for Stable Edge 2.0.0  

Jon. [Bo…] – rent for Marlbeck 1.0.0 18.0.5 

  £203.19.9 

 
James S. Hyslop  
July 4th 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/641 
July 4th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 



I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, enclosing Mr Swan’s letter re Willy Hole, and will give 
the same my earliest attention. 
In Captain Hunter’s Pay sheet for this month I have assumed that his new watcher at Tyne Head 
commenced work at the same date on which Dowson and Dixon respectfully took up [Beckside] and 
Langdon Moor viz. on June 18th which I trust will be correct. 
I beg to inform you that I received a bottle of medicine for the Bull from Mr Thompson on Saturday 
after my return home which I gave to Hy Bainbridge without delay. 
In view of the [“Mains”] question at Barnard Castle, I would beg to suggest to you the advisability of 
locking the gate into High Force woods one day in the year and charging any person who might wish 
to go down (say) after that day. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/642 
July 4th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, enclosing Mr Swan’s letter re Willy Hole, and will give 
the same my earliest attention. 
In Captain Hunter’s Pay sheet for this month I have assumed that his new man at Tyne Head 
commenced work at the same date on which Dowson and Dixon respectfully took permanent charge 
of  [Beckside] and Langdon Moor viz. on June 18th I trust this is correct. 
On my return home on Saturday I found that  Mr Thompson  had left a bottle of medicine for the 
Bull, which I at once gave to Hy Bainbridge. 
In view of the [“Mains”] question at Barnard Castle, I would beg to suggest to you the advisability of 
having the  gate at High Force locked one day in the year and charge on that day one penny for any 
one wishing to go down to the Falls. 
I named to John Collinson’s daughter the question of my getting Wm Coltman as one extra man at 
this end. She said she would not like to hinder him, but they would spare him badly just now, but she 
would think it over. If I cannot get him without making friction I will try elsewhere, but hope to do 
so. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/643 
July 4th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Cottage at Revellin 
Sir 
In reply to your inquiry re the above I beg to say the name of the last Tenant was Thomas Dowson, 
and it is now occupied by Jonathon Bainbridge at the same rent (£3.10.0) from Lady Day 1900. 
Dowson gave up possession at Lady Day, and paid a year’s rent (£3.10.0) on the last rent day April 
20th 1900.  
When the Reference Book was sent to Staindrop, Dowson who was working at Evenwood, wanted to 
leave, and arrangements were made for a man named Lee to take it off his hands, but on account of 
the heavy snow storm at the time Dowson was unable to move his furniture and the arrangement 



fell through, and I hold Dowson responsible for the rent until such time as the house could be let to 
a future tenant, which is from last Lady Day. Trusting this information will be to your satisfaction. I 
remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/644 
July 4th 1900  
[Messrs R. Spence and Co]  
[Richmond] 
 
Dear Sir 
Referring to your letter of the 26th ult. the 4 grates are all damaged on the plate, a piece of the side 
being chipped out, so that I am afraid they will all have to be returned, but you did not send any 
[address] in your letter which is probably an oversight. Some of the [……] were whole, and also 3 
shelves those we could keep, if they were to fit the other parts which are sent, when they arrive 
please quote me for ¾ “ best galvanized Iron pipes and 2” best galvanizes Iron Pipes and state guage 
and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
July 4th 1900 
Mr James 
Darlington  
 
Dear Sir 
Please quote me your lowest price delivered for ¾ “ best Galvanizes Iron pipes also for 2” Best 
Galvanizes Iron pipes, and in quoting state gauge of the piping you quote for. By doing you will 
oblige 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 NEIMME/ZE/4/645 
July 4th 1900  
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
The Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes }Barites] Delivered from Cow Green Mine during the half-
year ending 30th June 1900 as follows 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of January 236 tons 1 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of February 6 tons 17 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of March 212 tons 10 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of April 228 tons 5cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of May 382 tons 2cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of June 427 tons 8cwt 
Total for the year ending 30th June 1900 1493 tons 3 cwt @6d = £37.6.7 
 
J. C. Rollin Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 



 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty Account for Barytes [Barites] from Cow Green during the past 1/2 
year and will be obliged by your kindly forwarding cheque for the amount to Mr Fife in due course 
and I remain  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/646-651 
July 4th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to hand you Mr Rollin’s Royalty Account for Barytes [Barites] delivered from Cow Green during 
½ year ending 30th June 1900, copy of which I have forwarded to his account. 
No fresh ground has been broken any of the Freestone Quarries during the year and I remain  
your obedient servant  
James S. Hyslop  
P.S. the expenses on the road from the 18th De4cember to 30th June have been £35.16.6 
   
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
The Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes }Barites] Delivered from Cow Green Mine during the half-
year ending 30th June 1900 as follows 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of January 236 tons 1 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of February 6 tons 17 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of March 212 tons 10 cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of April 228 tons 5cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of May 382 tons 2cwt 
Quantity Delivered during the Month of June 427 tons 8cwt 
Total for the year ending 30th June 1900 1493 tons 3 cwt @6d = £37.6.7 
 
Willy Hole and Grass Hill Lease 
 
Willy Hole 
Term 21 years 
Parties to Lease  J. C. Swan, Walter Scott and Thomas Bell Barker 
Minerals Leased   Lead Ore Zinc Ore and Iron Ore 
Area of Sett  848 acres more or less 
Minimum number of miners to be employed  10 
Scale of Duty 
 
Lead Ore  
There is a table giving the Gross selling price of Lead Ore sold at the mine. This ranges from under 
£5.0.0 per ton of 20 cwts the rate of Duty to be 1/24th above free water level and 1/27th below free 
water level up to !2.0.0 per ton of 20 cwts and under £12.10.0 the rate of Duty to be 1/9th above 
free water level and 1/12th below free water level  
 



Iron Ore 
The Duty on Iron Ore to be 1/- per Ton of 20cwts. 
 
Zinc Ore 
A table is given for the average price of Spelter.  It ranges from below £15.0.0 per Ton of 20 cwt the 
price of Zinc Ore is to be at 8d per ton to £25.0.0 and above the price of Zinc Ore to be 3/- per Ton. 
The average price of spelter for any year ending 31st December shall be to the average of the daily 
[quotations] during each year for ordinary [brands] of spelter as published in the “Public Ledger”, 
Newspaper or if this way should become impossible, by some other mutually agreed newspaper, or 
failing this then the said average price shall be ascertained by Arbitrators. 
 
Conditions of Lease 
The Leasers to put down with al possible despatch after the excavation of the Lease, sufficient 
washing plant at Willy Hole, for efficiently and thoroughly washing and dressing the Lead and Zinc 
Ore raised from the said mining Sett and to build a reservoir for working the same. 
 
Grass Hill Sett 
 
Term 21 years 
Parties to Lease  (same as Willy Hole) 
Minerals Leased (same as Willy Hole) 
Area of Sett  1150 acres more or less 
Minimum number of miners to be employed  6 
 
Scale of Duty 
Lead ore  same as Willy Hole 
Zinc Ore  same as Willy Hole 
Iron Ore  same as Willy Hole 
 
Proposed Lease to be modified after that granted to Mr Fernean and Mr Rollin. 
Mr Swan wishes for the Lease for the whole. Each sett to be separately described and conditions of 
each specified.  
 
Description of Willy Hole Sett 
Beginning at the junction of Black Hill Sike with Harwood Beck, and thence westward in a straight 
line or[ nearby] on the south side of Harwood Beck to a Boundary Stone marked A on a map of plans 
hereto [assessed], and thence by a line of currock in a southerly direction and subsequently 
Eastwards, as the [… ] divides the said plot or parcel of Ground from the Royalty Leased to the Green 
Hurth Mining Company to Black Law Currock, and thence by a straight line in a North-Easterly 
direction to Black hill Sike Foot where this Boundary first began. 
 
Description of Grass Hill Sett 
Beginning at the South-East corner of the Sett, viz at the Bridge over Trough Sike near Force Foot on 
the road between Middleton and Alston go North-East in a straight line to a Boundary Stone at {….] 
Cleugh on the boundary between the manor of Middeton and Stanhope, and thence along the said 
Boundary North-West to a point 100 yards on the south side of South [Langtal] vein, and which point 
[…] the North-East corner of Ash Gill Head Sett, thence in a South-Westerly direction by a line 100 
yards on the south side of [creek] parallel with the said south [Langt..] vein to a point where the 
South [Langt..] sike joins Manor Gill Sike, thence extending down the said sike to the ancient carriage 
road leading to and from Ash Gill Mine, and thence down the said road to [Mill] Sike Hush and 
thence to Ash Gill head Beck, and thence extending in a Southerly direction to the point where the 



said beck crosses the old Road between Middleton and Alston near Herdship and thence along the 
said road to the centre of Bridge over Trough Sike where the Boundary first began.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 652-657 
July 12th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you statement of the accounts which I think will be due at Michaelmas next 
in respect of Cottage etc. in Teesdale and which I trust you will find correct. 
I also enclose memoranda respecting Grass Hill and Willy Hole Sett together with Mr Swan’s letter. I 
will forward Tracing of the same as early as possible. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
[The next pages are difficult to read as the ink has spread] 
 
Abstract of Cottage Rents etc. due at Michaelmas 1900  
 

 Paid 
account 
£ld 

Rent 
due at 
Lady 
Day £sd 

Rent 
due at 
Michael
mas 
£sd 

Total   

Forest & Frith       

Thomas Allinson, 
Thompson Cottages 

 2.0.0 2.0.0 4.0.0  cottages 

Mark Bainbridge, 
Thompson Cottages 

9d     From Michaelmas 
1899 to 22nd 
November 1899 

Thomas Wearmouth, 
Thompson Cottages 

 1.10.9 2.0.0 3.10.9  From possession 
22nd November 1899  

William Beadle, Thompson 
Cottages 

2.0.0 2.0.0 2.0.0 4.0.0 [..] years cottage 

Hy Dixon Cow Green  0.5.0 0.1.0 0.6.0 1 ½ 
years 

Removed about 
16th June 1900 to 
Ash Gill Head 

Green Hurth Company, 
Raby Terrace 

 0.5.0 0.2.6 0.7.6 1 ½ 
years 

Rent for sites 

J. H. Robinson Raby Terrace  0.5.0 0.2.6 0.7.6 1 ½ 
years 

Rent for sites 

School Master’s House, 
Harwood 

 0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 [3 ½] 
years 

cottage 

School Master’s House 
Forest 

 0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 ½ 
years 

cottage 

Trustees Wn [Wesleyan] 
chapel Harwood  

 0.2.6 0.1.3 0.3.9 1 ½ year Rent for sites 

Trustees Wn [Wesleyan] 
chape Forest 

 0.2.6 0.1.3 0.3.9 1 ½ year Rent for sites 

1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 



Jn and T Wearmouth 
(Quarry) £1 per year 

     Was saying they 
paid last year? 

 

Middleton  Paid on 
account 
£sd 

Rent due 
at Lady 
Day £sd 

Rent due at 
Michaelmas 
£sd 

Total   

James Allinson, Middleton  2.10.0 2.10.0 5.0.0 1 year cottage 

[Thomas Gorling] 
Middleton 

 2.10.0 2.10.0 5.0.0 1 year cottage 

[j.. stables &sons] 
Middleton 

 2.0.0 2.0.0 4.0.0 1 year cottage 

John [j…]  2.10.0 2.10.0 5.0.0 1 year cottage 

Thomas Thompson  3.10.0 3.10.0 7.0.0 1 year cottage 

Mrs Thompson  3.10.0 3.10.0 7.0.0 1 year cottage 

[…] Lowes [s…] Gill  3.0.0 3.0.0 6.0.0 1 ½ 
years 

cottage 

[H…] [R…..y] [S..] Gill  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 ½ 
years 

cottage 

Susan Tallentire [S…] Gill  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 year cottage 

[R..] [Wappell] Middleton  2.5.0 2.5.0 5.0.0 1 year cottage 

Anne Watson  0.2.6 0.1.3 0.3.9 1year cottage 

Mechanics Institute  6.6.0 6.6.0 12.12.0  Took possession of 
[..] premises from 
Michaelmas 1899 

Mr Watson  2.12.6 2.12.6 5.5.0 [2] 
years 

Office in Town Hall 
note has Mr Watson 
any [.. ..] 

J. C. Collinson  0.15.0 0.7.6 1.2.6 1 ½ 
years 

[Garth] near 
Town Hall 

[Guard….]  1.0.0 1.0.0 2.0.0 1 1/2 year [gardens] 

GW and Company  0.12.6 0.6.3 0.18.9 1 ½ years site 

Gas Company  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 ½ years lights 

Geo Bell  0.2.0 0.1.0 0.3.0 1 ½ years lights 

Purvis and […..]  0.2.0 0.1.0 0.3.0 1 ½ years Garden at Marlbeck 

Robert [Tar..]  0.2.0 0.1.0 0.3.0 1 ½ years Right of Way 

Jos. Todd  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 ½ years Right of way for 
water 

Walton and Kipling  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 1 year Right of way for 
water 

Wilkinson, Snairsgill   0.1.0 0.1,0   

 

Newbiggin Paid on 
account 
£sd 

Rent 
due at 
Lady 
Day £sd 

Rent due 
at 
Michael
mas £sd 

Total   

James Beadle, [….] 0.12.0    This cottage occupied by J. Beadle from 
23 Jan.1898 to 2 Dec. 1899. On this date 
he left and paid £3.0.0 rent […] to [..] 
99. Paid half from then till 2 Dec 1899 

George Bainbridge, […]  1.0.4 1.10.0 2.10.4 G. Bainbridge took possession on 2 Dec. 
1899 and this proportion up to 6th Apri 
[….] out to £1.0.4 

Jos. Beadle, Low Houses 2.0.0    Jos Beadle rent paid up to Lady Day 
1900  



Jon. Walton Low Houses  2.0.0 2.0.0 2.0.0 Took possession at Lady Day 1900 

Thomas Dowson, Revellin  1.15.0    Thomas Dowson rent paid up to Lady 
Day 1900 

Jon. Bainbridge Revellin   1.15.0 1.15.0 Took possession at Lady Day 1900 

J. C. Barker, Hood Gill  0.3.0 0.1.6 0.4.6 Way Lead 

J. C. Bell, Revellin  0.2.0 0.1.0 0.3.0 Garden at Revellin 

Mary  [….] The Mill  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 Cottages  

Mary Watson, The Mill  0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 Cottages 

Schoolmaster’s house, 
Newbiggin 

 0.1.0 0.0.6 0.1.6 Cottages  

Trustees of Primitive Methodist 
Chapel (Bowleys) [Bowlees] 

 0.5.0 0.2.6 0.7.6 site 

Trustees of Reading Room  0.2.6 0.1.3 0.3.9 site 

Hy Temple (carthouse)  0.8.0 0.4.0 0.12.0 Was anything paid at last Lady Day? 

J. W. Temple (smith shop)  1.15.0 1.15.0 3.10.0 Was anything paid at last Lady Day? 
Wm Wearmouth (joiners shop)  1.10.0 1.10.0 3.0.0 Was anything paid at last Lady Day? 

 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 658 
July 16th 1900  
Middleton  
Statement of money due to Carriers etc. for Leading Cuttings from Green Hurth Mine to Middleton 
Station for Gardens at Raby Castle June 4th to 6th 1900. 
 
 

Name of Carrier Tons and Cwts and rate Money paid £ S. D. 

William Robinson 1Tons 18 ½ cwt at 7/6d  0.14.6 

Edward Robinson 4 tons 4 ½ cwt at 7/6d 1.11.8 

Mark Perry 5 tons 16 ¼ cwt at 7/6d 2.3.7 

Robert Scott 2 tons 1 ½ cwt at 7/6d 0.15.6 

total 14 tons 0 ¾ at 7/6d 5.5.3 

George […] (screening 14tons 4 ¾ cwt at 1/-  0.14.0 

 
July 16th 1900 
C. T. Fogg Elliot Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir,  
Enclosed I beg to hand your account for Leading Cuttings from Green Hurth Mine for Gardens at 
Raby Castle, and on receipt of your cheque will pay the men and return their receipts in due course. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 659 
July 16th 1900  
Messrs R. Spence and Company 
Richmond 
 
Dear Sir 
I shall be obliged if you will forward the following goods to the address of John Hunt, Farmer, of [L…] 
Hill Barnard Castle immediately on receipt of this, if possible. 



52 Best Galvanized Corrugated Iron Sheets 6 feet long 
52 Best Galvanized Corrugated Iron Sheets ^ feet 6 inches long 
Same quality as those supplied to Lord Barnard at £15.7.6 per ton delivered. 
9 lengths of Ridgeway (6feetlong) at 1/6 per length. 
Sufficient washers and 3” galvanized nails to fix the above. 
As my friend is very anxious to have his shed finished at once, please write if you have these sheets 
in stock, and if you will send me Invoice. I will arrange for the money to be forwarded immediately 
after delivery. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 660 
July 18th 1900  
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop 
 
Sir,  
In reply to your inquiry of the 16th inst. I beg to say that the date of the next Rent Audit will be 
October 5th 1900. 
The work at Riggside was going on satisfactorily yesterday and the foundations will be done by 
Saturday night. Mr [D..k] informed me yesterday that you had named the Dog Kennel to him on 
Saturday, but as I had not them received your letter I will see him again tomorrow, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James- S. Hyslop   {letter cancelled} 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 661 
July 18th 1900  
H. L.  Fife 
Staindrop 
 
 Sir  
In reply to your letter of the 16th inst., which I received on my return from Harwood last night. I beg 
to say that the date of the next Rent Audit will be on the 5th October  
The work at Riggside was progressing satisfactorily yesterday, and the foundations will be ready for 
Monday morning. 
I named the matter of the Dog Kennel to Mr [D..k] yesterday and will see that your instructions are 
carried out. 
Most of our men have commenced hay. I began my own yesterday and hope to win it soon, but the 
weather is very unsettled. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
July 18th 1900 
Messrs R. Spence and Company 
Richmond 
 
Dear Sir  
Your letter to hand, but as I was from home I did not receive it until after 11 o’clock. When I wired 
you to forward the 6’ and 7’ plates to Mr Hunt (at Barnard Castle Station) as early as possible. If you 
will kindly advise him as soon as they leave he will be on the look out for them, as he is anxious to 
get on with [co…] the shed in. 



Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 662 
July 18th 1900  
H. L.  Fife 
Staindrop 
 
 Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand you a letter I had received from the London Lead Company Manager. The 
place at which he asks to make a trial is in the “Forest Sett” and is leased to Mr Ferguson. The vein 
they are seeking for is I think the Eggleshope vein, which should pass through on the west side of 
West House. 
I am advised this morning that the materials for Iron House at Riggside will be despatched from 
[London] today. It will probably reach Middleton tomorrow or Monday, and I have written to [Nixon] 
to be prepared to have it carted from the station without delay.  
I am informed that the custom has been for Mr Gibson (Vallance Lodge) to put his kyloes [Cattle] in 
the Game Preserves at Trough during the shooting season, in order to keep them from destroying 
the Shooting Boyes, which they do with their horns.. I understand this has been done with Captain 
Hunter’s knowledge, but should like to have your instructions on the point. I think the sheep [..  ..] 
on Saturday belong to Mr Gibson. 
Your obedient servant. 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 663 
July 23rd 1900 
Charles E Hunter Esq 
Wharncliffe House  
Curzon Street 
London 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 18th inst. the foundations at Riggside are all ready, 
but I have not yet received any advice of the arrival of the materials (4.30pm). upon doing so I will 
make the best arrangements I can foe getting it delivered at once, but on account of the hay making 
in this district, it is very difficult to obtain horses and carts. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
July 23rd 1900 
T. J. Mytton More Esq. 
Brooks’s 
St James Street 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st inst, and to say that I shall be pleased to give 
Mr Jarvis all the information and assistance in my power on the occasion of his visit to Teesdale if he 
will kindly inform me a day or two previous to his coming, so that I may arrange to be at home, and I 
remain 
Yours faithfully 



James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 664 
July 24th 1900 
Messrs Humphreys 
Knightsbridge 
London  
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to confirm my wire to you as follows 
 “ 7.23.1900 Materials not yet arrived – will wire on arrival – please keep your man back Hyslop” 
“7.24.1900 Materials arrived – can send man forward tomorrow (Wednesday) Hyslop” 
The weight of material which has arrived is 2tons 15cwt. So that I presume that there is still another 
trunk to come. It has to be carted 12 miles from Middleton and in consequence of the Hay Harvest it 
is very difficult to get carts etc. but I think I shall be able to get the stuff up for your man to begin 
work on Thursday morning. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 665 
July 27th 1900 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your post which shall have my attention. 
The materials of Captain Hunter’s iron house have been delivered to Riggside. I wrote to Messrs 
Humphrey’s that everything would be ready for their man to commence erecting yesterday morning, 
but he did not arrive till the 7pm train last night, when he went through and will begin this morning. 
I understand Captain Hunter is expected up tomorrow (Saturday) by first train. Work is practically at 
a standstill, as the men are busy with their hay. I was sorry I could not get to the County Show, as I 
was anxious to push delivery of materials to Riggside, and was very uncertain of the carts coming, in 
which case I had to make other arrangements. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 666-672 
August 1st 1900 
 
Analysis of [Bills] 
George Bainbridge, Hill:- 2 yards of glass and putty £0.0.8 
Mrs Coatsworth, Mill:- 2feet glass £0.1.2 and 2feet 4” glass £0.2.0 = £0.3.2 
Mrs Beadle, High Revellin:- 6’ ¾ lead pipe £0.3.2 1 brass tap £0.3.6 solder £0.1.0 labour to fix tap 
£0.1.0 [glazier 5/3] = £0.8.8 
Yard:- 3 gills […] 3/- 14lbs putty 1/9 […] glass 1/-  14lbs putty 1/9 paint [stainer] ½ gallon measures    
1 tin [finish] 3/10 1 ½ lbs blue paint = £0.13.11 and £0.13.3 
J. C. Barker, Langdon Beck:- 1 sq. rough plate glass 1/- clean out boiler and fix new tap 6/6 1 piece 
galvanized iron 2/8 1x1” [gu.. …] range tap 12/- ferrel red lead and washer 1/6 = £1.3.3 
Mark Scott, Wheys Sike:- 14lb putty 1/9 31’ 6” glass 18/4 ½ = £1.0.1 ½  



F. E. Gibson, Vallance Lodge:- 13’ 6” glazing 7/7 = £0.7.7 
Jacob Watson:- 13’ 0” glass 1/9 11ft. glaz 6/5 = £0.8.2 
R. Lowes 1sq. rough glass 4d = £0.0.4 
Jno. Collinson:-[repair] Lead Pipes 3/6 Lead pipe and solder 1/6 8 sqs. Glass £0.3.4 = £0.8.4 
Schoolmaster’s, Harwood:- 9st. sheet lead £1.7.0 (flashing) remove lead pipe from coal house to 
wash house 10/- 12 ½ st. ¾ lead pipe £1.17.6 ¾” brass tap 5/- 3 ½ lb solder 3/6 6ft. 1 ½ lead pip 4/6 
labour at shop 1/3 1 stone sheet lead 3/- = £4.11.9 
Jno Thompson:- repair w.c. 1/6  
{.] C. Dunk, High Force:- repair lead pipes on […] 10/- 4 ft. ¾ “ lead pipe 2/1 1 ½ solder 1/6 repair 
pipes in garden 10/- lead pipe and solder 3/6 galvanized hood to bar 2/6 fixing stop tap and repairing 
lead pipes 10/-  1x1/2 brass tap 3/6 1 ½ lbs solder 1/6 taking ice out of cistern 10/- repairing pipes 
5/- fix sink pipe 5/- new lead pipe 2/6 solder 1/- metal bend 1/3 1 sq. of glass 1/- fixing w.c. basin 
and tap 6/- 1 new tap 5/6 red lead and putty 1/3 1 india rubber cone 1/6 repair pipes at [..m] 10/- 
2lbs solder 2/- repair ball taps upstairs 5/- 1lb solder 1/- = £5.2.7 
Repair burst pipes in garden 10/- 6’ lead pipe 2/6 2lbs solder 2/- India rubber cone 1/6 3 sqs. Of glass 
1/6 4 sqs. Glass 2/- = £0.19.6  
Rotton Row, M. Hutchinson:- refix trough and repair taps and fix pipes 10/- 1st. ¾ pipes 3/- 1 ½ solder 
1/6 4’ glazing 2/4 2’ 6” perforated zinc 1/5 ½ = £0.18.3 ½  
Matthew Dowson, Harwood:- 3’ 6” glazing 2/0 ½ = £0.2.0 ½  
Thompson, Cottages:-  13 – 6 glass 7/11 ½ 3ft. perforated zinc 1/9 3’ glazier 1/6 = £0.11.2 ½ 
J. Thompson, postman:- labour to repair w.c. 5/- new basin and tap 7/6 India Rubber Cone 1/- red 
and white lead 1/3 = £0.14.9  
Carried forward [onto a new page] £17.18.11 
William Allinson, Ettersgill:- 6’ glazing 3/6 21’ 6’’ glazing 12/6 ½ 8’ 6’’ glazing 4/11 ½ = £1.1.0 ½ 
William Collinson:- 1 sq. glass 8d = £0.0.8 
 
William Watson (Newbiggin):- 1 – 4 ½ angle £0.1.2 1 sq. glass 4d = £0.1.6 
Mrs Scott, Walker Hill:- 5 ft glazing 2/11 = £0.2.11 
William Watson, Blunt House:- 7 lbs sheet lead 1/6 = £0.1.6 
M. A. Beadle, Hill:- 16 ft. glazing 10/6 = £0.10.6 
George Bainbridge, Moss:- 3 sqs. Glass 3/6 = £0.3.6 
Forest Vicarage:- new pump £2.0.0 glazing 4/6 Flashing and Building (labour) 10/- 3 ½ stone lead 
10/6 7’ glazing 4/4 3ft perforated zinc 1/9 1 quart good oak varnish 4/- = £3.15.1 
Jacob Gargett:- 3’ glazing 1/9 = £0.1.9 
Thomas [Bouron]:- 3’ glazing 1/9 = £0.1.9 
M. Horn:- 2’6’’ glazing 1/5 ½ = £0.1.5 ½ 
Jno. Hutchinson:- 1 sky light  1/- 7 sqs. Glass 1/8 3’ glazing 1/9 = £0.4.5 
Jos. Coatsworth:- 1’6’’ glazing 10 ½d = £0.0.10 ½ 
Mrs Bainbridge, Dirt Pit:- 16 ft. glazing 9/4 - £0.9.4 
Hy Bainbridge, Bridge House:- 3’ glazing 1/9 copper rose 2/6 4x4 ½ angles 4/8 = £0.8.11 
Riggside:- 2’6’’ glazing 1/5 ½ repair washer pipe 8/- 10 ft. pipe 15/10 4 x 1 ½ pipe 4/- solder 2/6 large 
square of glass 2/6 = £1.14.3 ½ 
Jas Beadle,[ Eggpot]:- 3’ glazing 1/9 4stone 4lbs sheet lead 12/6 - £0.14.7 
Harwood Terrace:- labour repair 2 pipes 10/- lead pipe 2/6 2 ½ lbs solder 2/6 = £ 0.15.0 
J. C. Dowson, West Field:- repair lead pipe 2/6 = £0.2.6 
Jno. Thompson, Newbiggin:- 6 stone sheet lead 18/- 6ft glazing 3/6 = £1.1.6 
Forest Church:- labour stepping and flashing 10/- 24lb zinc 10/- 4 stone sheet lead 12/- 1lb copper 
nails 1/6 = £1.13.6 
Jon Nattress:-4 sq. glass 1/- = £0.1.0 
Jno. Teward:- 1’6’’ glazing 10 ½ 11 ½ stone sheet lead £1.14.6 = £1.15.4 ½  
J. W. Scott:- 2’6’’ glazing 1/5 ½ -= £0.1.5 ½ 



Jos. Lee labour fixing pump 10/- 5 stone lead pipe 15/- 2lbs solder 2/- new leather for old pump 2/6 
= £1.9.6 
Allison, Birk Rigg:- 18’ glazing 10/6 10 ft glazing 6/1 ½ = £ 0.16.7 ½  
T. Scott (Cock Lake) 2 ½ stone sheet lead 7/6 = £0.7.6 
Jas Beadle, Eggpot:- repair pump 5/- new leather […] 2/3 2 stone lead pipe 6/- = £0.13.3 
Jno. Watson, Brokers Gill:- 2 x 4 ½ angles 2/4 = £0.2.4 
Total = £36.12.6 ½  
 
Analysis of [Samples] Account 
Jane Temple:- band crooks spout [irons] 43 ft. @ 4 ½ =£0.16.1 
R. Hodgson:-:- loops and nails 2/- wedge 1/- repair gate hanging 2/6 [wedge] 1/1 [stut] hack layed 
1/6 saw repair 9d gate sneck 1/6 = £0.10.6 
Mrs Thompson 2 pair bands and crooks 28 lb. 10/6 fasten props and slot 12lb 4/6 grate and slot 4 ¼ 
lbs 1/9 2 pair bands and crooks […..] = £1.8.8 
Jno [Collinson] 2 pair bands and crooks 10/10 spout irons (18) 6/9 2 pair band and crooks and bolts 
(46) 17/3 2 pair […] nails (8) 3/- […] for flood gates (12) 6/- =£2.3.10. 
Mrs Horn:- pump repairs 2/3 = £0.2.3 
Sarah Raine;- spout irons (17) 6/4 2 pair band crooks and bolts (48) 18/- fastener prop slots etc      
(12 ½) 4/6 grate and spout iron (12) 5/- = £1.13.10 
Jno Heward:- 2 ring snecks 3/- =£0.3,0 
Hy Bainbridge, Bridge House:- Cows […] (16) 6/- spout irons (24 ½ ) set of gate hangings (10) 5/- 1 set 
of gate hangings (10 ½) 5/3 = £1.6.6   
 William Watson, Newbiggin:- Gate Crook 1/- set gate hanging (14 ½ ) 7/3 8 st. staples £1.12.0.= 
£2.0.3 
Jno Alderson, [… Gr…]:- bolts and nails (6) 2/6 gate sneck 1/6 = £0.4.0 
Agnes Heward, Revellin:- 1 set gate hanging (14) 7/- = £0.7.0 
J. Dickinson. {Com..] Top:- 2 pair Band and Crooks (24 ½ ) 11/2 2 […] snecks 3/- spout irons (4 ½ ) 
1/10 2 gate [loops] and nails 2/- = £0.13.0 
Jno Lowes, Newbiggin:- 2 sets gate hangings (30) 10/- = £0.10.0 
William Nixon, […] Gill:- 1 set gate hangings (14 ½ ) 7/3 gate loop and sneck (9) 4/6 = £0.11.9 
Arthur Lee, [Hi..end]:- 2 sets gate hangings (20) 10/- = £0.10.0 
High Force:- [s…] Rod (9) 4/- collar for pipe [rods] screws etc. 4/- = £0,8.1 
Yard:- 1 set gate hangings (12) 6/- 2 mallets sharpened 2/6 = £0.8.6 
Len Gibson:- band repaired bolts crooks slot and staples 3/- = £0.3.0 
William Allinson:- 4 pair bands and crooks, slots staples and 2 ring snecks (58) £1.6.7= £1.6.7 
Jno Watson, Brothers Gill:- fastnings props and slots (14 ½ ) 5/5 2 pair gate loops 2 snecks (18) 9/- = 
£0.14.5 
Carried Forward £17.4.7 
Mrs Tallentire, [….]:- 2 new band and crooks [.. .. .. ] staples (29) 18/5 = £0.18.5 
J. Beadle  [Egg Pot]:- 38 spout irons7/6 5 bolts 1/5 = £0.8.9 
[… Horn], […] Rigg:- 2 pair bands crooks ring [… … ] 13/6 = £0.13.6 
[…] Cottage:- new […] for oven 2/9 = £0.2.9 
[… .. .. ]:- new chimney cowl 16/- = £0.16.0 
[… .. .. ]:- new chimney cowl 16/- = £0.16.0 
[….] [Bowes} Close:- new sneck, loop and staples [,,,] gate 3/- = £0.3.0 
[…..] Gateside:- 2 new bolts (12 ½ x 5/8) 3/- = £0.3.0 
[…] Moor Rigg;- 4 bolts (pump) 2/- = £0.2.0 
Watson, Herdship:- new passage gate 4/1 ½ = £0.4.1 ½  
Miss Tarn, 12 […] staples (6) 2.6= £0.2.6 
Jno Hutchinson:- 1 new bolt (3 ½) 1/7 = £0.1.7 
[Ald…]:- 4 spike nails (4) 1/10 bolts […] 2/- 2 bolts (27 ½”x 6/6”) 6lb 2/9 = £0.6.7 



Yard:- 2 new bolts and [coltrils] for styles (5 ½) 3/11 12 new gate […] 9/6 2 new bolt and [coltrils] (60 
2/9 12 new gate clasps (19) 9/6 12 new gate clasps (19) 9/6  28 new gate clasps (38) 19/6 - £2.14.0 
Skears Plantation:- 2 sets gate hangings (22) 11/- = £0.11.0 
[Rob… ..];- 1 new loop and 2 new bolts for gate (8) 4/- = £0.4.0 
Joshua Bainbridge:- 4 new bolts (5 ½” x ½”) 2/1 4 spike nails 1/11 = £0.4.0 
J. Dickinson:- 1 set gate hangings (12) 6/- = £0.6.0 
J. C. Collinson […] 1 set gate hangings (12) 6/- = £0.6.0 
Robert Collinson:- 1 set gate hangings (12)  2 loops 2 ring […] staples (21) 10/6 = £0.10.6 
Mains, Barnard Castle:- 700 staples (280 11/8 = £0.11.8 
High Force [Walls]:- staples 1/6 50 staples 2/3 = £0.3.9  
Snaisgill Plantation:- repair gate loop 9d = £0.0.9 
T. Collinson, Gill Ft. 300 staples (12) 5/- 2 new loops staples nails etc. for gate 8/6 = £0.13.6 
Total £28.6.6 
      
 
 Raby Estate Account –Upper Teesdale.  
Pay Ending 28th July 1900. Paid 4th August 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 41.15.2  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 8.2.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 31.11.7  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 0.18.0  

Plantation Account 17.14.6  

Churches and Chapels Account 13.6.0  

Hay Sheds Account 5.6.4  

  115.13.7 

Accounts   

Dryden Parker for lime 0.6.5  

Thomas Todd ½ years bill for smith work 28.6.6  

J. W. Temple ½ years bill for smith work 33.3.7  

Thomas Bell & Son ½ years bill for plumbers work 36.12.10  

J. C. Barker lime for whitewashing £10.3.0   

lime for building and repairs £7.14.0   

Team work £1.12.6 19.15.6  

R. W. Raine chemist 3.4.2  

Jos. Raine 0.6.5  

North East Railway Company 0.10.7  

  124.3.9 

Total for Raby Estate  £242.17.4 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.16.4 14.16.4 

Iron House Account as per Pay Sheet 4.17.8  

J. C. Barker’s account (coals) 1.1.0  

Jos. Raine’s account (sundries) 0.16.8 21.11.8 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 1519.11  

Iron House Account as per Pay Sheet 2.0.0  

R. W. Raine’s Account (cartridges) 0.13.3  

J. W. Watson’s Account {….] 0.9.2  



Thomas Bell and Son (repairs to Iron House) 4.0.0 23.2.4 

  £287.11.4 

 
James S. Hyslop  
August 1st 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/673 
August 1st 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter re water analysis which has my attention. 
Included in my Pay Sheet this month are 
Thomas Todd’s account for smith work £28.6.6  (last year £26.9.5) 
J. W. Temple’s account for smith work £33.3.7  (last year £35.7.3) 
Thomas Bell & Son’s account for plumbers work £36.12.10  (last year £30.17.10) 
For your information I beg to enclose you my analysis of those accounts, which you will perhaps 
return to me, as it is useful in entering the items in my Book. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. The Bull left Middleton about 1pm today and I hope will arrive safely. 
As I am not satisfied as to my measurements of […ble] at High Force I have paid Ireland £2.0.0 on 
account and will put the Balance in next month’s Account together with paint etc. used.  
Mr May informs me today that the erection of Captain Hunter’s house is progressing satisfactorily. 
He was up yesterday fixing closet in kitchen etc. etc. 
I should like to have cheque for cutting [leading] when convenient. I sent the account to Mr Elliot 
16th July last. I will have another truck ready for Monday next. 
J.S.H    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/674 
August 2nd 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I saw Dickinson yesterday, who wishes me to remind you that this is the time at which he usual Gun 
Licenses are taken out for the men employed as watchers. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
Thomas Dickinson – William Beavis – Jonathan Nattrass – William Beadle and J. C. Dowson. 
John Nixon – Henry Dixon – W. J. Dowson – Watson Anderson. 
  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/675 
August 3rd 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 



Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 1st inst., and have sent the laths for Game Larder up to 
Riggside. I had already shown the stable floor (which is very bad) to Joseph Tarn, and will see that it 
is repaired as early as possible. I hope to get the Agreement signed tomorrow and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
    
   
August 7th 1900  
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to advise you that the men have completed the erection of Captain Hunter’s Iron House and 
left Riggside yesterday evening. I expect Nixon in today for the wood railing and pales for front of 
House and we shall have our part finished by Thursday night. 
The weather here has been very bad since you were here and is doing damage to the Hay crops in 
Forest and Harwood as a great of grass is laying on the ground, but I trust we shall have a change 
shortly.   
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/67 
List of Owners who Pay Farm Fee Rates at Middleton August 7th 1900 

name residence Amount £ s d 

Lord Barnard  0.12.4 ½  

W. Todd Aukside 0.5.7 

London Lead Company Middleton 0.3.4 

Reverend Mr Griffith Eggleston 0.2.6 

Miss Thompson Staindrop 0.1.7 

T. Hutchinson Esq. Eggleston 0.2.10 

Jn. Thompson (carrier) Middletion 0.1.0 

Jno Raine Winston 0.1.0 

[Jabez] Armstrong Middleton 0.0.8 ½  

Miss Sherlock Middleton 0.0.3 ½  

Mr Hunter Romaldkirk 0.0.3 ½  

Thomas Cousin Westpasture Lunedale 0.0.7 

Jos. Beadle Woodlands  0.0.6 ½  

Thomas Gibson Mickleton  0.0.6 

Thomas Dent  Mickleton 0.0.5 

Mrs Readshaw  Middleton  0.0.3 

Mrs Hodgson  Cosherston 0.0.3 

Jno Hunt (Butcher)  Middleton  0.0.6 

  £1.14.6 ½  

  
I understand Mr Rivington redeemed his soon after he succeeded to the property at 27 year 
purchase. Mr Jon. Hunt was the last who did so, also at 27 years purchase (according to W. Nixon) – 
from this it does not appear essential for all to be unanimous in order to redeem Lord Barnard;s Fee. 
Should you think this [desirable]  
James S. Hyslop  
 



H. L. Fife  
Staindrop  
 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 677 
August 8th 1900 
C T Fogg Elliot Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your cheque value £5.19.3, and herewith enclose receipt for the 
same. A truck left Middleton yesterday, and I will arrange for another truck to be screened and 
despatched as early as possible. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 678 
August 10th 1900 
Mr John Elliot 
Valance Lodge 
 
“Langdon Beck Show” 
Dear Sir 
I am instructed by Mr Fife to inform you that Lord Barnard will give the following special prizes to 
your next show at Langdon Beck viz 
1st prize of 30/-, 2nd prize of 10/-  Special Prize given by The Right Honourable Lord Barnard for the 
Best Shorthorn on the Ground, either sex, age considered. 
The winner will of course be chosen from the prize takers in the shorthorn classes, and there will 
therefore be no extra entrance fee, as was the case last year. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 679-680 
Middleton 
August 13th 1900 
 
Messrs Ord & Maddison 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
1900 
February 8th to Ash wood 104 feet @ 1/- = £5.4.0 
 
Middleton  
August 13th 1900 
Messrs The Limedale Quarry 
Middleton 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To 73 cubic feet of Spruce Timber @ 6d = £1.16.6 
 
Middleton  



August 13th 1900 
Mr Mark Perry 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To 4 cubic feet Ash @ 1/- = £0.4.0 
 
Middleton  
August 13th 1900 
Mr Josh. Bainbridge 
Old Folds 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To 11 cubic feet Birch@ 4d = £0.3.8 
 
Middleton  
August 13th 1900mr Thomas Anderson 
Newbiggin  
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To 14 cubic feet Birch wood @ 4d per foot = £0.4.9 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 681 
August 8th 1900 
T C Fogg Elliot Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir  
I have to acknowledge receipt of Box containing a venison, for which I beg to tender my best thanks.  
The truck of Green Hurth cuttings will leave Middleton tomorrow and I trust will give you 
satisfaction. I think it’s the best sample we have sent. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 682 
Raby Estate Account –Upper Teesdale.  
Pay Ending 25th August 1900. Paid 1st September 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 48.7.4  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 1.13.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 24.0.6  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 0.14.0  

Plantation Account 18.19.4  

Churches and Chapels Account 14.12.6  

Hay Sheds Account 1.6.8  

  180.3.4 

Accounts   
Jno Nixon’s account for team work during ½ year ending 30th June 1900 6.18.0  

Jno Graham’s account for paint tins etc. 0.10.6  

Subscription for Langdon Beck Show 2.2.0  

S. Staley for lime (whitewashing etc) 11.0.6 20.11.0 

Total for Raby Estate  £130.4.4 

Captain Hunter   



Game Account as per Pay Sheet 16.18.4  

Building and repairs as per pay sheet 1.11.6  

Nixon’s account for team work 6.12.0 25.1.10 

Mr Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 18.2.5  

William Coatsworth 1 years rent Hudeshope 1.10.0  

R. W. Raine’s Account 1 years rent Hudeshope 1.10.0 21.2.5 

  £176.18.7 

Foreign Accounts 0.9.2  

R. Spence for Registers 4.0.9  

J. Heslop for Tar 3.6.8  

J. Heslop for 2” pipes 10.12.6  

 £17.19.11  

 
James S. Hyslop  
August 28th 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 683 
Middleton  
September 4th 1900 
 
Account of money due to Carriers etc. for leading Cuttings from Green Hurth Mine at Middleton 
Station for Gardens at Raby Castle August 7th and 18th 1900 
Name of Carrier 
Mark Perry:- 14 tons 10 cwt. @ 7/6 per ton = £5.8.9 
George Race:- for screening 14 tons 10 cwt. @ 1/- per ton = £0.14.6 total = £6.3.3 
 
September 4th 1900 
C T Fogg Eliot Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you statement of money due for leading cuttings from Green Hurth to 
Middleton Station, and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 684-685 
September 8th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I have been up the Dale today, and am informed that a Parish Meeting was held last night res. 
Church Rate, when it was decided to protest against the payment of Church Rate in future, and to 
ask Lord Barnard, through you, to receive a deputation to explain their reasons for doing so. 
I understand that about 20 Ratepayers were present, the only Churchmen present being the Vicar, 
Robert Collinson. A Balance Sheet was laid before the meeting and exception taken to several items, 
for instance 12/- for cutting grass in the Church Yard, which they said was unnecessary, as many 



people would be glad to cut it for the value of the grass. They also grumbled at the expense of 
cleaning the Churches, w2hic I think was about £11 which they thought exorbitant. 
I have been informed by several of the people present that Mr Philpot expressed himself in favour of 
doing away with Church Rate, and that he had always advocated this, in fact he has never had 
anything to do with a Church Rate until he came to Teesdale. If this is correct I think he has probably 
encouraged the meeting to arrive at the decision it came to, but I fail to see how he is going to get 
the money required to carry on which is about £17 or to £18 per year, but I can scarcely believe he 
would take those lines. I think his meaning has been misunderstood. 
I saw Mr Clutterbuck at High Force just before he left and he was very much pleased with his sport 
this year. He told me he did not think he would be back again this season. I named to him his 
subscription to the Middleton Show, and he asked me to request you to kindly pay it for him, same 
as last year (which was £5). The Langdon Beck people had written to him asking for a subscription, 
and this he also desired you to pay, the amount to be left to your discretion. He seemed to think that 
a pound would be sufficient, but would leave it with you. 
I am making two copies of the Grass Hill and Willy Hole Setts, which I shall have finished on Tuesday 
next week and will forward to Messrs Watsons. 
The Roof of the Forest School will go up on Monday or Tuesday. Nattrass Building is ready for Roof, 
and I can have got the Roof off Tile Shed, part of which will go to Nattrass and the remainder from 
the Yard. In the meantime Jackson will go on with the Gateside Byre. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 686 
September 8th 1900 
Mr Ra. Airey 
Frost Hall 
Keenley 
Allendale 
Northumberland 
 
Mole Catching 
 
Dear Sir  
As I understand your principle reason for giving up the Mole Catching on Lord Barnard’s Teesdale 
Estate was that you did not receive your money from certain of the Tenants. If this is so, I shall be 
glad if you will inform me whether you would be willing to continue to perform this work, if we give 
you a guarantee that your money will be paid. An early answer will oblige. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
September 10th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
In my letter to you of Saturday’s date I omitted to name Adam Bell’s death which occurred on the 2nd 
inst. he was interred at Forest Churchyard on Tuesday last. he finished work on 16th June and I 
presume you will wish to pay his pension money […] pay. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  



 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 687 
September 15th 1900 
Mr Ra. Airey 
 
Dear Sir  
I am obliged by your letter of the 13thinst and will be glad if you will state a [Quotation] for which 
you would undertake to kill the moles on Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate per year. 
Also if you will inform me of the account of [….] for the time you name, viz 3 years, and the names of 
the tenants from whom the arrears are due, and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 688-689 
September 17th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Cow Green Road 
 
Sir 
In reply to your letter respecting the above I have no record of the amount expended on Cow Green 
Road during the months of August, September and October 1899, but it should appear in the Paybills 
for these dates. The following amounts have been paid since the 21st October 1899. 
Pay ending 
November 18th 1899 £3.18.0 
December 16th 1899 £3.16.6 
January 13th 1900 £4.15.0 
February 10th 1900 £9.2.0 
March 10th 1900 £1.6.0 
April 7th 1900 £8.0.6 
May 5th 1900 £3.15.6 
June 2nd 1900 £4.14.6 
June 30th 1900 £4.3.0 
July 28th 1900 £0.18.0 
August 25th 1900 £0.14.0  
Total £45.3.0 
As per Mr Hope’s statement £245.11.0 
Total £290.14.0 
 
I think that more than £300 has been spent by Lord Barnard on this road since Mr Rollin commenced 
operations in September 1898.  
The amount of Royalty received from Mr Rollin is as follows  
½ year ending 31st December 1898 £8.7.10 
½ year ending 30th June 1899 £23.18.10  
½ year ending 31st December 1899 £34.8.9 
½ year ending 30th June 1900 £37.6.7 
½ year ending 31st December 1900 (part) say £15.0.0  
Total £119.2.1 



I beg to return Mr Rollin’s letter and Mr Hope’s statement. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 690-691 
September 17th 1900 
 
Memoranda of Interview with Mr Fernean at Middleton September 17th 1900 
Mr Fernean called at my office today on his way to Lune Head Mine, when he spoke of his intended 
operations at Langdon.  
He proposes to sink a shaft near to the Langdon Low Shop, to the bottom of the Scar Limestone 
being a section of about 50 fathoms.  
From the bottom of his shaft, he will drive Levels to the various veins, and then driving them in, will 
prove them at a much lower Random than has been done in the old workings. This will entail a 
considerable amount of machinery for Sinking, Pumping and Lifting, and he therefore wishes to have 
permission to work the seam of Cross Coal at Three Pikes as fuel for his engines for which he offers 
to pay the same Royalty as he pays the Admiralty, namely 3d per Ton.  
This was names by Mr Fernean in his letter of August 25th 1899, and which I submitted to you on the 
following day, when it was thought this Royalty would be sufficient, the quantity of coal being 
considered. 
Mr Fernean has recently been making 3 trials for Zinc in the 4 Fathom Limestone, two of which have 
proved very satisfactory. The third will be proved in a week or two, and should it turn out to be 
equally satisfactory, he is of the opinion that his company would sanction a fair good trial in 
Langdon. 
I think there will be a good supply of Barytes [barites] in Langdon and Mr Fernean thinks he may be 
able to sell it to Mr Rollin or otherwise dispose of it. He has been over to Lune Head to look at their 
machinery for pulverizing the Barytes [barites], so that he may possibly contemplate erecting 
machinery for this purpose. I believe they obtain about 30/- to 35/- per ton for the pulverized 
sulphate and that from Langdon will I think will be equally as good.  
Mr Fernean named the Willy Hole and Grass Hill ground. He said he had seen Mr Swan about 3 
weeks ago, and at that time Mr Swan gave him the impression that he did not intend to work the 
Setts himself (said he was tired of it) and appeared to be disposed to accept the offer made to him 
by the Nenthead Company for the places. 
 I told him I understood Mr Swan had accepted your terms for a Lease, and that the Lease was in 
course of being prepared. 
He asked if in the want of his being able to come to terms with Mr Swan, you would have any 
objections to the Lease being transferred to his Company, to which I replied that I did not think you 
would object, but I would name the matter to you on the first opportunity. 
As he said he would be seeing Mr Swan today (Tuesday) I think it is probable they are in 
communication on the matter. He is very anxious to have the places, especially Grasshill which he 
thinks is a first class trial for Lead and would make a good centre from which to work the other 
ground. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife 
      
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 692 
September 21st 1900 
C. Fernean Esq. 
Nenthead  



 
Dear Sir, 
 I saw Mr Fife on Wednesday last, and laid before him the matter named by you on your visit to 
Middleton on Monday, and as I understood Mr Fife there will be no objection to your getting Cross 
Coal from “Three Pikes” for your operation at Langdon at the figure you spoke of, viz three pence 
per ton. 
With regard to Willy Hole and Grass Hill Setts, as I informed you, Mr Swan has agreed to Mr Fife’s 
terms, and the Lease is now being drafted, but if you can make satisfactory arrangements with Mr 
Swan, no objection would be raised by Mr Fife to the Lease being transferred to your Company. 
I am afraid I shall not be able to lay the old workings at Langdon on the 25” Ordnance Map with any 
certainty of being correct, but will make you a tracing of the old plan as I have it, which may perhaps 
be useful on the ground.    
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. Mr Swan’s Lease is identically the same as your Lease for Langdon, except that Mr Fife granted 
a few points in his favour in the scale for Lead Ore in consideration of the money already expended 
by him on the ground. 
J. S. H. 
[a note in pencil states that the P.S. was not sent to Mr Fernean]  
 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 693 
Raby Estate Account –Upper Teesdale.  
Pay Ending 22nd September 1900. Paid 29th September 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 72.13.6  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.4.0  

Building and Repairs Account Hay Sheds 9.19.5  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 8.14.10  

Estate Maintenance Account 26.2.10  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 3.18.0  

Plantation Account 22.9.8  

  143.12.6 

Accounts   

E. Tarn- team work January to 30th June 1900 4.19.0  

T. and M. Wearmouth - stone account 4.17.3  

N. E. Railway - carriages 0.4.5  

Co-op Society - Blinds 0.17.6  

T. Allinson – door for Forest School 0.15.0  

Mary Stobbart 6 months office cleaning 3.0.0  

Adam Bell’s pension (june 18th to September 2nd 1900) 4.4.3  

Stamp account – Middleton Post Office  1.5.0  

Subscription to Middleton Flower Show 1.0.0 21.2.5 

Total for Raby Estate  £164.14.11 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 15.14.4  

Building and repairs as per pay sheet 0.8.0  

Co-op Society as per account (for flags) 0.4.2 16.6.6 

T. M. Clutterbuck   



Game Account as per Pay Sheet 17.1.11  

E. Tarn for Coals as per account 6.4.2  

T. Todd – Smith work Iron House at High Force 0.8.6 21.2.5 

Subscription to Middleton Agricultural Society 5.0.0  

Subscription to Langdon Beck Agricultural Society 1.0.0 30.4.7 

  £211.6.0 

Foreign Accounts   

J. W. Watson for Timber 49.5.10  

J. and Mascall for Slates (forest School) 11.19.0  

Jno Graham for Red Oxide, shed tops 9.0.0  

W. S. [Morri…] for paint (trial order) 3.1.10  

 £73.6.8  

 
James S. Hyslop  
September 25th 1900 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 694 
September 26th 1900 
Mr Ralph Airey 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 18th inst. Mr Wearmouth has given me a list of arrears for the last 3 
years, viz. 1897 £2.10.1, 1898 £1.19.5, 1899 £2.4.9, total £6.14.3. In looking over the names I think 
that a good deal of these arrears have probably arisen from an imperfect system of collecting the 
money, and it may be possible to recover all or some of it. 
With regard to the question of this work being done in the future for a fixed sum per year, I have 
named the matter to Mr Fire, who thinks it would be a more satisfactory way for both sided, 
although the sum you name, viz. thirty pound per year is somewhat in excess of what the past 
arrangements amounted to, if you cannot do it for less he is willing to enter into an agreement with 
you to kill the moles and water rats on Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate for the sum of thirty pounds, 
which I would suggest should be paid to you in ½ yearly instalments, at or near the times of the 
usual Rent Audits, the first payment for which would be April next. 
I shall be glad to hear from you, and in case of your agreeing with them have the necessary 
memorandum of agreement prepared, and with endeavour to get you as much of your arrears as 
possible. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 695 
 
Memorandum of Agreement made on this the 2nd day of October Nineteen Hundred between 
Herbert Legard Fife Esquire, on behalf of The Right Honourable Lord Barnard on the one part, and 
Richard Airey of Frost Hall, Keenley, Allendale on the other part. The said Richard Airey hereby 
agrees to kill and destroy in an efficient and workmanlike matter all the Moles and Ground Rats on 
the said Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate to the satisfaction of the said Herbert Legard Fife, or whom 
he may appoint for the sum of Thirty Pounds per annual, payable in two equal instalments or fifteen 
pounds on or near the date of the usual half-yearly Rent Audits in April and October in each year, the 
first of such payments to be made in April 1901. And it is further provided that this Agreement may 



be determined by either one of the said parties giving six months’ notice to the other of his intention 
so to do. As witness my hand this day and year first above written.     
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 696 
October 3rd 1900 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir 
The enclosed notice has been given to me today in which there appears to be some mistakes, as the 
late Adam Bell’s rent was only [£24.3.4.] 
With regard to Cottages Rents, I beg to make the following remarks 
London Lead Company at Last Audit paid 6/3 for Rent up to Michaelmas 1899 and therefore only 
owe a year’s rent up to Michaelmas 1900 viz. 12/6. 
James Beadle took his house November 23rd 1898 and left December 2nd 1899 at a rental of £3.0.0, 
paid up to time of leaving £3.1.2 which was his full rental due. 
George Bainbridge went in the next day and his proportion of the Rent up to Michaelmas 1900 I 
make to be £2.10.4. The house was standing empty previous to November 23rd 1898. 
Jos. Beadle (Low Houses) paid his Rent up to Lady Day 1900 and 
Jon. Walton (who succeeded him) only owes for the present ½ year viz. £2.0.0 
Thomas Dowson (Rosallin) paid his Rent up to Lady Day 1900 and 
Jonth. Bainbridge (who succeeds him) only owes for the present ½ year viz. £1.15.0 
Smith’s Shop at Newbiggin occupied by J. W. Temple owes a year’s rent at this Michaelmas (£3.10.0). 
Leonard Hutchinson is dead, but J. W. Temple has got his farm at Bowleys [Bowlees] 
I think Hy Temple owes 3 half years, but am not certain. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 697-698 
October 15th1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
By this post I beg to forward your Tin, which I trust will arrive safely. Mr Ford’s coat has been sent 
down from High Force. In reply to your letter I beg to say that Messrs Watson’s Receipt for Rent was 
duly sent on Friday last. I have not yet seen Arthur Lee, and propose going over to his place 
tomorrow to see him. 
With regard to Cottages Rent I endeavoured to make it generally known that it was intended to alter 
the system of payment, and that the trail rent would be asked for. I took particular care to speak 
months ago to any tenant whom I thought might have any difficulty in meeting the call – told them 
we would like to have it done if possible just if they really could not manage it this time. I did not 
think any pressure would be put on them. As a matter of fact they all did pay cheerfully, and say it is 
a good thing, and I have not had one complaint from a single tenant (with the exception of one and 
she knew about it 3 or 4 months ago). All the new tenancies were let with this understanding, and 
the only two tenants I may have overlooked were William Beadle (watcher) and Thomas Allison both 
living at Thompson Cottages, and both in full work. Both of these I am sure would know all about it, 
as they live next door to T. Wearmouth (one of our new tenants). So far as I can make out, the whole 
of this trouble has arisen from Public House talk, and I have been told since I saw you that it was said 
that the whole of the trail rents for Farms was going to be called in last Friday, whereby his Lordship 



would put Thirty Thousand pounds in his pocket. I think nonsense of this kind is not worth taking any 
notice of, in fact to do so would do more harm than good. I do not think that Major Vane lost a 
single vote in this district from administration of the Estate. Our greatest difficulty was that we had 
no help – neither Radge nor Mr Watson was near the place and on the night of the meeting we had 
no speaker at the time advertised and were sure it was going to be a failure when fortunately Mr 
Luck turned up and we had a good meeting. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 699 
October 19th1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Re Nuisance at Newbiggin 
Sir  
Replying to your letter of 15inst. I beg to report to you as follows 
1. The drain referred to by Mr Graham should be taken up and relaid with an improved fall, and this I 
will have done as early as possible. 
2. With regard to the Byre, it stands between Gibson’s house and William Beadle’s house thus 
 

Beadle  Dairy  Gibson 

Byre                                     A  --------------------------B                                

The Dairy Roof runs into the Byre Roof but the space between the top of the wall at A – B and the 
roof has not been walled up and any smell in the Byre goes over the Dairy ceiling, and Gibson says 
that in certain [a…] of the wind the smell is very strong. I think if this space was filled up the nuisance 
would be abated – I have seen Mr Graham at Middleton today and he demands that the Byre should 
be done away with altogether and a new one built for Beadle. It is a very fair good Byre with a good 
floor, and if it has to be condemned because it joins a dwelling house, most of the Byres in the 
District would have to be condemned. I do not see that its being between two houses alters its 
sanitary position much, as long as it is kept in a proper state – he was very strong about the Dairy 
and Pantry being in one, but I told him we intended this house next year, and this would probably be 
altered then. Awaiting your further instructions I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 700 
October 19th1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I am sorry to say that not withstanding his promise Arthur Lee has not yet paid his Back Rent. I have 
written to him today as follows 
   “ I am[surprised that you have not yet let me have your half year’s Rent of Force Garth End (due 
Lady Day 1900) as promised by you on the 11th inst., and your wife on the 16th inst. I need now 
inform you that in case it is not paid by tomorrow noon (Saturday) I shall be obliged to report the 
matter to Mr Fife when proceedings will be taken against you for its recovery. I trust however you 
will give your prompt attention to the matter and remain etc etc.” 



I have been practically laid up yesterday and today with a swollen foot, caused by getting wet on 
Wednesday but I am much better, and hope to be out again tomorrow. I have not got the particulars 
regarding Miss Tarn’s [T…] yet, but will write tomorrow.  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of agreement for Bell and [Bru…ell] which shall have my earlist 
attention 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 701 
October 19th1900 
Mr Arthur Lee 
Bail Hill 
 
Dear Sir 
I am surprised that you have not yet let me have your half year’s Rent of Force Garth End (due Lady 
Day 1900) as promised by you on the 11th inst., and your wife on the 16th inst. I need now inform you 
that in case it is not paid by tomorrow noon (Saturday) I shall be obliged to report the matter to Mr 
Fife when proceedings will be taken against you for its recovery. I trust however you will give your 
prompt attention to the matter and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 702 
October 20th1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop   
 
Sir  
I observe from the Teesdale Mercury of this week that Joseph Watson of The Hill Newbiggin, has his 
sale of stock etc. advertised for Friday next. His area is 8a 2[.] 3[.] Rent £8 and tithe [apportament] 
3/5. I shall be glad to know if he has made any arrangements with you about giving up his land, and 
to ask your instructions as to Rent due etc. he has not said anything to me . 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 P. S. I have received a list of Captain Hunter’s Drivers from Nixon, amounting to £74.12.6 which I 
presume I must enter on my Paysheet. There are 21 above £2 will it be necessary for me to get 
stamps and charge them through the accounts.  
JSH 
 
October 20th 1900 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop   
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your postcard, and will send you paysheets as early as I possibly can. 
Yours truly 
J. S. Hyslop 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 703 
October 22nd 1900 



H. L. Fife Esq. 
Sudborough [Thrapstron] 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and am glad to inform you that I have received Arthur 
Lee’s rent today (£5.14.2) and as the Bank will not open here till Saturday next I have thought it best 
to send you a postal order for that amount and will be obliged if you will kindly acknowledge safe 
receipt of the same. This will close the Teesdale Rent Audit for this year. 
I will go on with Drain at Newbiggin as per your instructions. Nothing has yet been done at High 
Force, as Dunk did not want the men in until his house was clear of visitors, but I will take the first 
opportunity of looking into the matter. 
I think I shall be able to get my pay sheets away to Mr Garthwaite by the noon post tomorrow. The 
total lalour for the Estate will be £146.15.10, Mr Clutterbuck will be £20.10.5 nd Captain Hunter will 
be £91.6.7. 
I am sorry to say my foot is still very much swollen. I have a very bad cold, which seems to have 
settled down into my ankle, but I hope to be all right again. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 704 
Raby Estate Account –Upper Teesdale.  
Pay Ending 20th October 1900. Paid 27th October 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 80.4.0  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Hay Sheds 0.4.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 7.14.4  

Estate Maintenance Account 27.11.4  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 5.14.0  

Plantation Account 26. 9.6  

  147.16.10 

Accounts   

Thomas Bell & Sons (pipes for water supply) 15.15.10  

A. J. Dunk 0.18.0  

N. E. Railway Company  - Coals for yard 0.13.0  

Jno. Coltman 1.13.5  

Dryden Parker lime 2.0.3  

Ord and Maddison 0.6.0  

Jno Robson 1.14.8 ½   

J. & M. Wearmouth   10.19.11 ½  33.11.3 

Total for Raby Estate  £181.8.1 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 91.6.7 91.6.7 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 20.10.5  

Dryden Parker as per account bill 0.6.0 20.16.5 

  £293.11.1 

Foreign Accounts   

P. Spence & Co Gal. iron roofing 29.2.6  



George [Power] felt 2.10.5  

 £31.12.11  

 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 705 
October 24th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Sudborough [Thrapston] 
 
Sir  
I have seen Joseph Watson today and beg to report to you as follows 
Watson is 72 years of age and has been living by himself in the house. as he is getting infirm his 
eldest son and his wife and child are coming to live with him, but he still wants to keep the house 
and land in his own name. he tells me that Mr Scarth agreed to this shortly before he died. The 
furniture is spare furniture, and the cattle are 3 geld heifers, which he wants to put through the sale 
and replace with milk cows, of course if they do not make the reserve price he intends putting on he 
will keep them for the present. Under the circumstances I do not think you will want the trail rent 
paying up, and failing a wire from you tomorrow to the contrary  I will not take any further steps in 
the matter.  Told him he ought to have named it to you, and am sure there will be no trouble about 
the rent. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 706 
October 27th 1900 
J. [Calligan] Esq. 
 
Forest Telegraph 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of 25th inst. I shall be glad if you will kindly inform me what your requirements 
are, so that I may be able to tell you what can be done in the matter. If you are up on Monday by 
first train I can meet you at my office about 6.30, but I may have to lave Middleton about 9am and 
would not be back again till 4.30 or 5 o’clock when I could see you. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 707-709 
November 7th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
[pages 707 and 708 are very difficult to read, but the are a plan of how the tree in the plantation are 
to be laid out 
Number 1 Line larch, spruce, hardwood, scot, ?, larch, spruce, hardwood, larch, ?, hardwood 
Number 2 line to 6 line are difficult to read 
Number 7 line hardwood, larch, spruce, hardwood, larch, scots,  and so on 
  
High Forest Plantation 
Sir,  
I have measured the ground at High Force which requires to be replanted as follows 
2 ½ acres to be planted with Hardwood, Larch, Scotch and Spruce. 



1 acre to be planted with Hardwood, Larch and Scotch (no spruce as the land does not appear ro be 
suitable, most of the spruce being dead) 
I enclose sketch of system of planting, which if it meets approval will require the following number 
of plants  

Acre Larch Spruce Scots Oaks Ashes Sycamores Elm Beech 

2 ½ 4550 1300 1300 250 375 125 125 75 

1 2000 Nil 900 100 1500 50 50 30 

 6550 1300 2200 3500 525 175 175 105 

 
The above should be sent first (so that we may get them planted) and then the plants for the other 
parts of the district (Skears and Whinfield) particulars of which I will send you in a day or two. The 
weather was so bad yesterday I was unable to get the measurements. 
Should the sketch be satisfactory I shall be obliged if you will kindly return it for Hodgson’s guidance 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 710 
November 7th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
In reply to your letter of 8th inst. I will enter the subscriptions for Forest and Harwood Schools in my 
next pay. I shall be glad to know the amounts and also if the Newbiggin subscription is due at the 
same time.  
I have not got away this week and as I find I ought to be at home at the early part of next week, so 
will take a few days at a more convenient time. We are going on with the Roadside Trees for 
Telegraph wire and there are two or three fences I wish to see before Friday, so that I may be able to 
report to you on that day. 
I have arranged for Hy Bainbridge to go to How Gill on Monday next for Larch. 
The London Lead Company’s account have turned this week and I hope to get the average selling 
price for the year next week, when I will be able to give you the account oof Royalty for 1900. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 711 
November 13th 1900 
 
Memorandum re Walls at Bleakleys Green 
 
Name of Tenants 
Harrison Nixon Field House 
Ann Scott [Scanary] Hill 
Jon. Nattrass Bleakley Green or Moor House 
Stint Holders of Lord’s Allotment 
 
Subject of Dispute – Equitable Division of Walls for Repair 
1. Field Number 220a 29a.0. 15 was bought by Lord Barnard from Mainwarings a few years ago. The 
Roadside Fence (up Weardale Road) marked A-B on sketch, and the wall marked B-C belongs to the 
property and were kept up by their tenant (Scott) 



2 the wall from C to A belongs to Lord Barnard and was kept up by his tenant (Nixon) 
3 Number 220a having been bought, the walls should have been apportioned at the time in 
accordance with the usual custom on the Estate viz. each tenant to take his own part. This was not 
done, and Scott and Nixon now want this done. 
4 Scott is willing to take ½ of Nixon’s Fence A-C on condition that Nattrass takes up ½ of B-C. 
5 Nattrass says he is already doing more than his fair share, and objects to the above. By reference 
to the sketch of his farm, the wall from B to D (38 chains) is the Boundary between Lord Barnard and 
[Mrs] Todd (Broadley Gate) and belongs to his Lordship. It is kept up by Nattrass and is outside of the 
present question.  
Nattrass has kept the wall from D-E-F (about 38) which is between him and the Stint holders of 
Lord’s Allotment, and he says if he is required to take half of B-C the said stint holders should take ½ 
of the wall between D and F and he is willing to do this. 
Those stintholders whom I have seen say that when Nattrass   and the other farms were taken off 
the Lord’s Allotment, no allowance was made to the other or remaining holders and was to their 
detriment, and object to taking any more wall, in answer to which I have been informed that several 
stints were done away with, amongst which was the stint belonging to land now held by Jno 
Dickinson (Newbiggin)  and others, and Nattrass would have certain stints, which would be 
represented by the land he fenced in. at the time the only tenants who wintered their sheep in this 
allotment were Joseph […] and Rbert Coatsworth, for which they kept the walls in repair, now all are 
allowed to winter in, and nobody keeps the wall which is practically down, between Mrs Todd and 
Lord Barnard. 
I send the above for your consideration as the matter wants settling at once to prevent bad feeling. 
The wall between Scott and […] is very bad and it should be repaired before they loose their tups. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 713-714 
Raby Estate Account –Upper Teesdale.  
Pay Ending 17th November 1900. Paid 24th November 1900 
   

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 85.9.5  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Hay Sheds 3.6.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 4.9.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 33.17.8  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 12.9.0  

Plantation Account 23.1.8  

  162.12.9 

Accounts   

J. & M. Wearmouth  for stone 9.3.7  

N. E. Railway Company  - Coals for yard 0.18.1 10.1.8 

Poor Rate and Lighting Rate for Middleton   

Town Hall Poor Rate 0.4.1 ½   

Town Hall Lighting Rate 0.6.0 1.6.1 ½ 

Workshops Poor Rate  1.4.8  

Workshops Lighting Rate   0.4.7 ½  1.9.3 ½  

[…] Cottage Poor Rate 1.13.4  

[…] Cottage Lighting Rate 0.6.3 1.19.7 

Raby Estate Poor Rate 0.15.8  

Raby Estate Lighting Rate 0.2.11 ½  0.18.7 ½  



  £5.13.7 ½  

Plantation Poor Rate 2.0.0  

Plantation Lighting Rate 0.2.6 2.2.6 

  7.16.1 ½  

Subscriptions Harwood School ½ year due 30 November 1900 10.10.0  

Forest School ½ year due 30 November 1900 12.10.0  

Newbiggin School ½ year due 30 November 1900  7.10.0 30.0.0 

Rate for Estate  [£211.10.0] 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 16.8.5  

Account for Game November 1900 1.6.6 17.14.11 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 18.0.11  

Hy Bainbridge’s account for leading Moor Stakes 9.3.2 20.16.5 

Account for Game and Gorse supplied from Yard 5.1.8  

Poor and Lighting Rate Middleton Township   

Sporting Rights Hudeshope and Middle End Poor Rate 33.6.8  

Sporting Rights Hudeshope and Middle End Lighting Rate 6.5.0 £39.11.8 

[Bo…] Rain and othersPoor Rate 2.5.4  

[Bo…] Rain and othersLighting Rate 0.8.6 2.13.10 

Watchers House Poor Rate 0.3.4  

Watchers House Lighting Rate 0.0.8 £42.9.6 

  £74.15.3 

  ££303.10.8 

Foreign Accounts   

Lamb Bros. slates for Moor House (Jno Nattrass) 15.2.6  

Lamb Bros. slates for Bowleys (M Beadle) 5.18.9 21.1.3 

J. W. Watson Boards for new classroom Forest  £4.14.2 

  £25.15.5 

 
James S. Hyslop 
20th November 1900 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 716-724 
Upper Teesdale Stock Account 31st October 1900 
 
It gives a detailed description of the stock, the number of each item and their value. 
The items include pipes, cattle troughs, slates, wire netting, nails, door furniture, paint brushes, 
paint, varnish, timber and plastering equipment. The total value of the stock was £397.3.4 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 725 
November 30th 1900 
[Mr Heward] 
Kirkhouse [Fold] 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife called to see Mrs Tallentire , Willy Hole, yesterday and told me last night that he thought it 
very unsafe for the old woman to be left alone in the house and as she told him that you are a 
relation of hers, he asked me to drop you a line with the hope that you may be able to make some 
arrangements for looking after her and I remain 



Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 726 
November 29th 1900 
Mr Lamb 
Shipley  
 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry I have overlooked sending you memo respecting Tree Planting and I hope it is not too late. 
The system we follow is as follows 
Row 1  hardwood, larch, spruce, hardwood, larch scots, hardwood, larch, spruce and so on 
Row 2 [indent] scots, larch, larch, spruce, larch, larch, scots, larch, larch, spruce  
Row 3 larch, larch, spruce, larch, larch, scots, larch, larch, spruce  
Row 4 [indent] scots, hardwood, larch, spruce, hardwood, larch, scots, hardwood, larch,  
Row 5 larch, larch, scots, larch, larch, spruce larch larch, scots 
Row 6 [indent] spruce, larch, larch, scot, larch, larch, spruce,  
Row 7 larch, spruce, hardwood, larch scots, hardwood, larch, spruce and so on 
Plants put in 4 feet apart 
The number required for 1 acre 380 hardwood, 1820 larches, 520 scots, 520 spruces. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 727 
December 1st 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Stock Account 
Sir 
I received your letter today on my return from High Force, and beg to say I think the following 
figures would be a fair price for the articles you name. Wood  waggon £12, spring cart £8, farm cart 
£5, although I do not think they would bring these prices in the market as they require considerable 
repairs. We have no harnesses unless you include the Game Keeper’s cart (worth about £12) and his 
harness (£5). 
With all due deference I would suggest that the above should go into a Plant account which would 
include Joiners Benches, Saw Mill, Water Wheel, Buildings etc. they are constantly depreciating in 
value, and are not really stock, and the percentage of depreciation could be taken off every year in 
the usual way, but this is of course a matter for your consideration. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 728 
December 4th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I beg to inform you that I have received the following applications for Fruit Trees 

 gooseberries raspberries blackcurrants plums apple redcurrants 



John Nixon 12 24     

Mark Jackson 12  24    

[Jabeg] Gargate 12      

William Coatsworth    2 2  

Thomas Dickinson 18  12    

James Allinson 12     12 

William Coltman 12 24 12    

George Collinson 
(Newbiggin) 

   1 1  

Jos. W. Temple 6  6 2   

Jno Horn 8      

George Bainbridge 
(Dirt Pot) 

18  30  1 New garden 

William Gargate 20      

William Race 12      

J. S. Hyslop     6 6  

 
With regard to the plums and apples I told them I was not sure whether you had any of these to 
spare, but would put them on the list. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 729-731 
December 5th 1900 
 
Memo regarding Newbiggin School 
In the matter of the Charity known as [….] School including the gift of [Wm..] Tarn 
 
1 From and after the scheme has been approved, the above named Charity and the endowment 
thereof specified in the Schedule shall be administered and managed by the Board of Trustees […] 
after constituted. 
2Vvestry of Real Estate – In “the official Trustee of Charity Laws. 
3 Investment of spare Cash if any -  In “the official Trustee of Charity Laws. 
4Trustees – 11 competent persons, viz. 1 Exofficia Trustee, 5 Representative Trustees and 5            
Co-operative Trustees.  
5Exofficia Trustee – the Rector for the time being of the parish of Middleton. 
6 Representative Trustees – shall be appointed by the Parish Council, each appointment made for 4 
years at a meeting convened and held according to the ordinary practice of the appointed body. The 
Chairman to send notice of appointment to the Trustees or their [….]. person appointed need not be 
a member of appointments board. 
7 The [..] representative Trustees to be appointed as soon as possible and their names notified to 
the Rector. If at the end of 2 years from the date of the appointment of the [..] Trustees more than 2 
remaining Trustees ½ of them shall go out of office but are eligible for re-election – to be decided by 
[…] necessary. 
8Co-optive Trustees shall be persons residing or carrying on business in or near the parish of 
Middleton. 
9 [………] persons shall be the Co-opted Trustees and shall be […] duty in the provisions [here…] 
contained, with [….] determination of Trusteeship to hold office as follows 1, Jno Wearmouth, 2 H. L. 
Fife, 3 William Wearmouth Bowleys, 4 George Collinson Newbiggin, 5 R. Coatsworth Low Houses. 
Each for 5 years from the date of scheme. 



10 every future Co-optive Trustee shall be appointed for a term of 5 years by a resolution of the 
Trustees to be passed at a special meeting. 
11 no person shall act as a Trustee until after signing in the Minute Book a declaration of acceptance 
and a willingness to act.  
12 Determination of Trusteeship 1 cease to be qualified, 2 absent from all meetings for 1 year, 3 
bankrupt, 4incapasitated, 5 or wishes to resign. 
13 vacancies – Representative Trustees , send notice as soon as possible to the Parish Council. No 
Co-optive Trustee can be appointed until the lapse of one month from the [….] of the vacancy. 
14 ordinary meetings at least 2 in each year. 
15 the chairman – the Rector of Middleton. 
16 Special Meetings may be called by any 2 Trustees. 4 days notice to tell Trustees of matter. 
17 Quorum 3 Trustees. 
18 Voting The Chairman to have the casting vote only one vote to any Trustee. 
19 Minutes to be kept  
20 Trustees may make regulations for management. 
21 School should be conducted as a public Elementary School under the Secretary of the Elementary 
Act 1870. 
22 Building may be leased for parish purposes. 
23 Trustees shall keep in repair and [….] all buildings. 
24 Trustees must pay all expenses of management out of Income. 
25 Trustees to pay 10/6 per year to Rector of Middleton.  
26 Yearly income of Charity shall be supplied towards the support of the school. 
27 Appropriation of Benefits – to be done at the meetings and not by any individual Trustee or 
Trustees. 
28 Trustees not to be interested in the […] and shall not receive any remuneration, or supply goods 
or work. 
29 Disputed points to be referred to the Commissioners. 
 
Schedule of Property 
Description – land at Newbiggin and Buildings thereof used for purposes of the school. The tenant is 
the school and the gross yearly income is nil. 
Description New [Cons..] (Wm. Tarns) [40z/8/3 ] Tenant – Drapers Co. Gross yearly Income 10.1.6. 
 The above copied from Draft Scheme lent to me by Jon Nattrass. December 5th 1900.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 732 
December 5th 1900 
G. H. Murray Esq. 
Secretary General Post Office 
St. Martins 
London 
 
Sir  
A Telephone wire is now being constructed from Middleton to Forest a distance of about 6 miles- at 
2 ½ miles from Middleton in the village of Newbiggin, and the wire passes within a few feet of the 
Post Office there. It has been suggested that if an instrument was put in at Newbiggin (being so close 
to the wire) it would prove a public benefit and I venture to approach you, to ask if in your opinion 
the suggestion is practicable, and if so whether the Department would require any further guarantee 
than that already given by the Forest Parish Council, which I think is fixed at about £40 per year. I 
must say that the engineer who is superintending the present work (Mr Calligan) informs me that 
there is no difficulty in fixing such Instrument. I may also state that a Parish Meeting is to be held at 



Newbiggin on Saturday next, and I shall be greatly obliged if you can give me any information to lay 
before the meeting when they discuss the matter, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 733 
December 10th 1900 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, which shall have my best attention. 
I have had Mr John Robinson up at Newbiggin today to look at Wm. Beadle’s byre, and I think he is 
satisfied with the work we have done there, and will be able to speak at the Sanitary meeting on 
Wednesday. 
I understand the meeting at Newbiggin on Saturday night was well attended. The feeling was 
unanimous that the present system of a Voluntary School should be continued, but unfortunately 
the men who are causing the trouble were not present, and I do not see that they made much 
progress. It was decided that the managers should see the parties again and if possible obtain a 
decided answer to the question, as to whether they would pay their quarter price or not. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 734 
December 10th 1900 
Mr R. F. Race 
Ash Gill Head 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter this morning re sale of Green Hurth Ore. The Company are filling at 
[Calle] tomorrow and Wire Gill on Thursday, but I have seen Mr Millican tonight and he will get as 
many carts as possible to come to Green Hurth on Wednesday and the remainder you can arrange 
for Friday when you see them on Wednesday. Hy Bainbridge and the Harwood carts would, I should 
think be able to come again on Thursday and also on Friday. 
With regard to Duty the average price of Pig Lead during the year 1900 has been £17.14.9 per Ton, 
consequently the correct rate of Duty for the year, according to scale will be 1/12th, but I will try to 
come up to Green Hurth on Wednesday, when we can arrange this. 
I have not yet heard from Mr Winship and have not got the price of last parcel. Have you got it?  

yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
The Duty on the 65 Bings which have already gone at 1/12th will be 5 Bings 7 3/11 cwts. Each. 
On the present lot if you can make up 71 Bings 4 cwts. For the market Duty will be 6 ½ Bings exactly. 
J. S. H. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 735 
December 27th 1900 
 
Cost of Forest Class Room and Cloak Room, December 27th 1900 
Mason work Labour £31.6.0 
Joiner work labour £18.16.2 
Winning and Leading stones from Church Bowes £26.5.0 



Other materials flags, lime, Heads sill etc. £9.14.7 
Leading Materials £1.14.4 
Painting £2.13.4 
Slates £11.0.0 
T. Bell’s account, glass, lead, ventilator etc. £6.9.0 
Timber, nails spouting etc. supplied from yard £40.14.9 
Total £148.3.4 
James S. Hyslop 
December 27th 1900 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 736 
December 31st 1900 
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
Newcastle 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you account for Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth during year ending 
December 31st 1900 and amounting to the sum of £94.9.5. 
I am requested to ask you to kindly forward cheque for the same to H. L. Fife Esq., Staindrop, on or 
before the 12th January next and I remain  
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Middleton 
December 31st 1900 
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
Newcastle 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Duty Ore sold to you from Green Hurth Mine during year ending December 31st 1900 
 
Number of Parcel Date Quantity of Duty 

Ore Bings and cwts 
Price per Ton Amount Remarks 

1 January 13th 1900 5  0 10/17/9 ½  £21.15.7 Left mine June 20th 1900 

2 July 13th 1900 5  0 11/15/6 £23.11.0 15 Bings 7 5/14 
cwts laying at mine 
December 31st  

3 October 19th 1900 5  0 11/11/3 £23.2.6 

4 December 18th 1900 5  7 5/14 10/19/9 £26.0.4 

total  20  7 5/14  £94.9.5  

 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 737 
December 31st 1900 
Messrs The Grass Hill Mining Company 
Newcastle 
Dear Sir 
Herewith I beg to hand you Royalty account for Zinc Ore from Willy Hole Mine during year ending 
December 31st 1900 and amounting to the sum of £10.11.8 
I am requested to ask you to kindly forward cheque for the same to H. L. Fife Esq., Staindrop, on or 
before the 13th January next and I remain  
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
Middleton 
December 31st 1900 
Messrs The Grass Hill Mining Company 



Newcastle on Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To Duty on the following parcels of Zinc Ore delivered from Willy Hole Mine during year ending 
December 31st 1900 as follows 
To 1/14th Duty Ore on 35 Tons 8 cwts of Zinc Ore delivered in November 1899 2 tons 10 3/14 cwts @ 
£2.1.4 per ton = £5.4.6 
To 1/14th Duty Ore on 53 Tons 12 cwts of Zinc Ore delivered in September 1900 3 tons 16 5/14 cwts 
@ £1.8.0 per ton = £5.7.2 
Total = £10.11.8 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 738 
December 31st 1900 
J. C. Rollin Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Herewith I beg to hand you Royalty account for Cow Green Barytes [Barites] for ½ year ending 
December 31st 1900 and amounting to the sum of £46.10.7 which I trust you will find correct. 
I am requested to ask you to kindly forward cheque for the same to H. L. Fife Esq., Staindrop, on or 
before the 15th January next and I remain  
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. My joiners are at Cow Green Cottage today and will I expect finish any work required to be 
done. 
J. S. H. 
 
 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
To Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes [Barites} sent away from Cow Green Mines during ½ year 
ending December 31st 1900 
Quantity delivered during month of July 1900 263 tons 1 cwt   
Quantity delivered during month of August 1900 326 tons 18 cwts 
Quantity delivered during month of September 1900 363 tons 2cwts. 
Quantity delivered during month of October 1900 362 tons 6 cwts. 
Quantity delivered during month of November 305 tons 19 cwts 
Quantity delivered during month of December 235 tons 1 cwt  
Total 1861 tons 5 cwts @ 6d = £46.10.7 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 739-740 
January 1st 1901 
 
Abstract of the number of workers employed and the quantity of ore raised in each Township in the 
Manor of Middleton, with the amount of money, during the year ending October 31st 1900. 
  
township Name of mine Getting 

Ore 
Dead 
Work 

washer
s 

labourers total Total ore delivered. Amount of 
money 
from each 
mine £ S D 

Total 
money 
due £ S D 

Middleton Little Eggleshope 9 1 7 6 23 632 bings  6cwt 190.2.4  



Middleton Wire Gill (top 
working) 

    34 34 bings 13.5.7  

Middleton Wire Gill (sump 
working) 

29 5 12 18 64 892 bings 268.0.4  

Middleton Coldberry   3  3 88 bings 34.7.6  

Middleton Lodge Sike   3  3 8 bings 3.2.6  

Forest and 
Firth 

Lady Rake 16 3 5 7 31 286 bings 85.18.8  

Total for Lead Company 54 9 30 31 124 1940 bings  6 cwts 594.16.11 594.16.11 

Forest and 
Firth 

Willy Hole(Zinc 
Ore) 

6  4  10 35 tons 8 cwt 5.4.6  

Forest and 
Firth 

Willy Hole (Zinc 
Ore) 

     53 tons 5.7.2 10.11.8 

Forest and 
Firth 

Cow Green (Rollin) 
(Barytes) 

21  3  24 1493 tons   

Forest and 
Firth 

Cow Green (Rollin) 
(Barytes)  

1861 tons 46.10.7  

Forest and 
Firth 

Dirt Pit (Fernean) 
Zinc 

        

Forest and 
Firth 

Langdon (Fernean) 
Zinc  

 11   11    

Newbiggin Pike Law (J. C. Bell 
& Geo Collinson) 

        

Newbiggin Flush {…] (W. Lee0 
Barytes 

        

Forest and 
Firth 

Green Hurth Mine 16  7 2 25    

Forest and 
Firth 

No 1 parcel 
completed 13 June 
1900 

     70 bings 21.15.7  

Forest and 
Firth 

1900No 2 parcel 
completed 13 July  

     70 bings 23.11.0  

Forest and 
Firth 

No 3 parcel 
completed 19 
October 1900 

     70 bings 23.2.6  

Forest and 
Firth 

No 4 parcel 
completed 18 
December 1900 

     82 bings                  
7 5/13 cwts 

26.0.4  

Total for Green Hurth       292 bings                
7 5/13 cwts 

94.9.5 94.7.5 

Way Leave for Lead Ore raised in Mr Hutchinson’s Royalty at Eggleshope and conveyed 
through Lord Barnard’s Royalty during year 1900 (Freestone Quarries nil) 

3 tons 12 cwts 0.0.7 0.0.7 

         746.9.2 

Plus Mr Rollin’s account for ½ year ending June 30th 1900    37.6.7 

Total Royalties for 1900   £783.15.9 

 

Remarks 
The London Lead Company Gross average price for Pig Lead sold during year ending December 31st 
1900 being £17.4.3 per ton or £18.12.5 per [forther] of 21 cwts making the price on the quantity 
raised at £3.18.1 per Bing of Duty Ore. 
The average price of parcels of Green Hurth Lead Ore sold by The Green Hurth Mining Company 
during the year ending December 31st 1900 has been £4.10.3 ¾ per Bing or £11.5.9 per ton. 
The money was sent to Mr Fife with the comment see 743 for letter. 
[The information also includes the rate of Duty, duty of ore sold and the price per Bing] 
James S. Hyslop  January 1st 1901 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 741 
January 1st 1901 
Mr Willis 
Middleton 
 
Royalty Account for 1900 
Dear Sir 



Enclosed I beg to hand you the statement of Account between the London Lead Company and Lord 
Barnard for Royalty Dues on Lead Ore raised during year ending October 31st 1900, and also account 
for Way Leave at Eggleshope, which I trust you will find correct. 
I am instructed to ask you to kindly remit the amount to H. L. Fife Esq, Staindrop and in due course, 
and the complements of the season I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 742 
January 1st 1901 
Messrs The London Lead Company 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Royalty Dues on Lead Ore raised in the Manor of Middleton during the year ending October 31st 
1900 as follows. It gives the name of the mine, the quantity of Lead ore raised, the quantity of Duty 
Ore, the price per Bing and the amount of money due. 
For details of the Little Eggleshope, Wire Gill, Coldberry, Lodge Sike and Lady Rake mines see pages 
739-740 
.     
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 743 
January 1st 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you my yearly statement of Royalty Account for year ending December 31st 
1900, which I trust you will find correct and amounting in the total of £783.15.9. 
Statement of Account have been sent to the following parties, copies of which I herewith enclose, viz 
London Lead Company (Lead) £594.16.11 
London Lead Company (Way Leave) £0.0.7 
Grasshill mining Company (Zinc) £10.11.8 
Hedworth Barium Company (Barytes [barites]) £46.10.7 
J.C. Swan and Company for Green Hurth Duty (Lead) £94.9.5 
Cow Green Road expenditure during year 1900 £67.17.0 
Royalty for Barytes £83.17.2 
I intend to make out the supplementary stock account tonight and will forward same to you 
tomorrow. I am going down with Ra. Hodgson to Barnard Castle tomorrow to arrange about getting 
Trees taken up. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 744 
January 1st 1901 
Mr Graham 
Barnard Castle 
 
Dear Sir 
Please note that I have forwarded to your address per Jno Thompson (carrier) the following empties. 
1 x 8 gallon Linseed Oil Drum  
1 x 8 gallon [Boils] Oil Drum 
1 x 8 gallon turpentine 2 bottles  



 2 Oxides of Iron casks 
All received July 1899 
 
2 White Lead casks 
1 Turpentine 43 ¾ gallon cask 
1 Linseed Oil 54 gallons 
1 Knotting Varnish bottle ½ gallon 
2 Varnish bottles 1 gallon each 
2 Gallipoli Oil bottles 6 gallons each 
All received February 1900 
We did not pay for the last lot. If the first lot were paid for at the time, I shall want audit for them 
I cannot say anything more about your account but will send you 2 bottles back when empty which 
will leave ¼, but I think it will be better for you to write off as Discount, as it is not worth fighting 
about. 
Yours truly 
J. S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 745 
January 1st 1901 
 
Stock at Middleton yard December 1900 and their value. It includes the following 
Saw bench and water wheel worth £100, joinery equipment and tools, painting equipment and 
general equipment, worth in total £155.14.0  
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 746 
January 1st 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you supplementary stock sheet, which I have priced to the best of my ability, 
and which I trust you will find satisfactory.  
From what I am told I think it is possible the arrears of School pence at Newbiggin will be paid up, 
before your next visit to Middleton, and I will therefore retain the £7.10.0 for the present. 
I enclose Notice received from the supervisor of Inland Revenue, which I believe is usually dealt with 
at Staindrop and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
J. S. Hyslop   
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/ 747-748 
January 1st 1901 
Middleton Teesdale 
January 8th 1901 
 
Sir J. W. Pease Bart. M. P. 
Sir 
I venture to take the liberty of writing to you respecting my son, who is at present (and has been 
since 1898) in the audit office at Newcastle, and will be greatly obliged if you can give me any 
information as to his prospects in the future. As you may perhaps remember, I stated to you when I 
had the honour of seeing you at York shortly before his appointment that I was afraid I had made a 



mistake in allowing him to remain at the E. E. County School until he reached the age of 18, a view 
with which you did not agree, but which appears to me today to have been correct. Of course he had 
to enter the office on the same footing and at the same wage as a boy of 15 or 16, and although the 
Company have in my opinion acted very fairly towards him, yet the fact remains that at the age of 22 
he is only receiving a salary of £35 per year or 13/6 per week a sum which he finds quite inadequate 
to keep him in a town like Newcastle, with which I think you will agree. He is therefore very 
dissatisfied at my having to help so much [… this …] his mind is greatly that I have at last thought it 
my duty to respectfully ask your advice on the matter. Nothing would grieve me more than the 
thought of his leaving the Company service, but if he once began to lose his interest in his work it 
might be absolutely necessary for his future well being to do so. The lack of such interest in such a 
young man is I think good for neither employer nor employee, and very often results in the latter 
growing careless and going astray. Up to the present time I believe he has given every satisfaction to 
his supervisor and if the Company could see their way to pay him on an equal pay with youths of his 
own age and ability and doing similar work, he would be perfectly satisfied and happy in his position, 
and I do not think the Company would be any loss by it. 
Apologising for thus troubling you, and leaving the matter with every confidence in your hands with 
many thanks for past favours I beg to remain with all due respect and esteem,  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P. S. Since writing the above it has occurred to me that in case it is no practicable in […] to the other 
clerks in the same office, to meet my suggestion, you might possibly have a vacancy in some other 
office at Newcastle or York which he might be able to fill without injustice to any other servant.  
 
                
NEIMME/ZE/4/749 
January 8th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter stating your intention of being in Middleton on Saturday. 
I have a letter from Mr Jno Walton, Northallerton, saying he would be here on Saturday to look at 
the timber at Gillfoot etc. and as I shall have to go with him I have written to him to come on Friday 
or Monday, so as to leave Saturday free. 
We have had very severe weather here, and looks like a cover up with snow today. The frost is very 
intense. I arranged with Ra. Hodgson to take 2 carts down to Barnard Castle for trees yesterday 
morning, but the storm prevented them from going. I find we can get a nice piece of moor ground 
planted at High Force where the trees have been blown down (above the hotel) by slightly altering 
the wire, which I have asked Hodgson to do, and hope this meets with your approval. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop      
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/749 
January 8th 1901 
Mr Walton 
Pepper [….] 
 
Dear Sir 



I find I shall not be able to go with you on Saturday to see the Timber, but can do so on Friday or 
Monday. Please say if either of these days would suit your convenience. We have a very severe 
storm here just now, and looks like a cover up in which case it would be useless coming. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/750 
January 8th 1901 
Messrs J. C. Swan and Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to say that the prices of the two parcels of Green 
Hurth Duty Ore named by you, as given to me by Mr Winship was as follows 
October 19th 1900 £12.0.0 F. O. R. at Middleton less 8/9 carriage = £11.10.3 price at mine   
December 18 1900 £11.8.6 F. O. R. at Middleton less 8/9 carriage = £10.19.9 price at mine 
which were the prices charged by me in my account. 
I may point out that these are the Gross selling price at the mine and irrespective of any discount the 
Green Hurth Company may like to allow their customers for cash, and that such Gross price has in all 
previous years been charged and paid. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/751 
January 8th 1901 
Mr R. F. Race 
Ash Gill Head 
Willy Hole Zinc 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter. You may begin to deliver the parcel of zinc as soon as you can get carts, 
but might send me word what arrangements you are able to make. 
Mr Fife has instructed me to take 1/14th [dues] at Green Hurth for year ending December 31st 1900. 
The total quantity of Duty Ore for the year will therefore be as follows 
Number 1 parcel 5 bings 0 cwts. 
Number 2 parcel 5 bings 0 cwts. 
Number 3parcel 5 bings 0 cwts. 
Number 4 parcel 5 bings 7 5/14 cwts. 
Total 20 bings 7 5/14 cwts say 20 bings 7 ½ cwts  
Respectfully yours and kind wishes I remain 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/752 
January 9th 1901 
The Chairman of The Lancaster and District Tramway Company 
 
I have pleasure in stating that I have known Mr James Hope (who is, I understand, an applicant for a 
situation under The Lancaster and District Tramway Company) for many years, and can testify that 
he has a thorough knowledge of horses and is a first class horse judge, while his long and varied 



experience with horses of all kinds leads me to think him a fit and suitable man to undertake the 
duties of the situation he is applying for. He is a very neat and quick person and a man of good 
general information and I feel great confidence in thinking that, if appointed, he would give the 
Company every satisfaction in the execution of his duties, and wishing him every success I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
      
NEIMME/ZE/4/753 
January 14th 1901 
A. T. Winship Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
Willy Hole Dues for 1900 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 11th inst. re. the above, I am sorry it is not in my power to alter the basis 
upon which the 1900 account is calculated. I understand that at present there is no Lease, and regret 
that the execution of one has been so long delayed on your part, but I trust it will now be carried 
out, when things will be more satisfactory than in the past. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/754 
January 15th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter re. lime for Mr Heward, fruit Trees and Forest School, 
which shall have my careful attention. Dryden Parker’s price for Lime is 8/4 per ton at the Kiln which 
would allow about 18 tons for [Rest…]. 
I have not yet got my pay sheets ready for tonight’s post but will forward them tomorrow. The extra 
sub divisions take a little more time and labour to get them out correctly.  
I have to thank you for your kindness in sending me cutting from “Field”, which I will return to you in 
a day or two. We have had a very severe frost here today which is stopping any tree planting. We 
got about 13,000 from Barnard Castle yesterday, and have placed them in my garden, with the roots 
covered up and I don’t think they will take much harm. 
Hy Bainbridge will come down for the Fruit trees on Thursday. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/755 
January 15th 1901 
Sir J. W. Pease Bart.  
Hutton Hall 
 
Sir 
I beg to thank you for your kind letter received yesterday, and quite recognise the difficulty you refer 
to, and I have pointed the matter out to my son on several occasions. I am glad to know, however, 
that Mr Waddington has the matter under consideration, and feel sure he will deal with the case on 
its merits. Again thanking you for your kindness, I remain 



Yours obediently 
James S. Hyslop  
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/756 
January 16th 1901 
 
January12th 1901 January 19th 1901 
 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 67.9.2  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry [showings] 2.3.4  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools [8.18.4]  

Building and Repairs Account donations 2.19.6  

Estate Maintenance Account 33.17.8  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 21.13.4  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 9.15.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 7.11.0  

Plantation Account 24.13.0  

  146.15.8 

Accounts   

N. E. Railway Company  - carriage 0.14.0  

[……. And D….] Quarry Company 1.18.9  

Joseph Parnaby Horse Hire 9.19.6   

Dryden Parker Lime 1.15.3  

Jno Coltman Carriage trees to High Force  0.4.0  

Ord and Maddison Chippings 0.6.0   

T and M Wearmouth  Stone 8.7.1  

J. C. Barker  Lime                                         £4.11.0   

J. C. Barker Team Work                              £2.8.0     6.19.0  

T. Bell  Plumbers’ work Forest Classroom 8.0.2    

T. Bell  Plumbers’ work Estate 42.8.7  

J. W. Temple  Smith’s work 30.3.8  

T. Todd Smith’s work 32.8.6  

Jos. Raine Sundry Ironmongery 4.11.11 147.16.5  

Lord Barnard’s Donation to Forest Classroom 155.14.5 155.14.5 

Total for Estate  450.6.6 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.8.4  

J. C. Barker’s account for coals and leading 2.2.7  

Jos. Raine’s account 0.4.3 16.15.2 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 21.5.10  

J. W. Walton account for saddlery etc.  1.8.11  

Jno. Todd’s account horse shoeing 1.8.5  

Jos. Raine’s account 0.1.0 24.4.2 

  491.5.1 

James S. Hyslop  January 6th 1901 
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/757 
January 19th 1901 
The Trustees or Managers of Forest School 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To the erection of Classroom at Forest at the following expenses viz. 
Mason work labour £31.6.0 
Joiners work labour £19.14.4 
Winning and Leading stone from Church [Bo…] £26.5.0 
Material supplied from yard £40.14.9 
Other materials, flags, lime, heads, sills etc. £14.16.4 
Leading materials £1.4.6 
Painting £2.13.4 
Slates £11.0.0 
T. Bell’s account for Plumbing work £8.0.2  
Total £155.14.5 
 
Forest, Teesdale 
January 19th 1901 
Received of the Right Honourable Lord Barnard, the sum of One Hundred and Fifty-five pounds 14/6 
being a donation from his Lordship towards the expense of Building a new classroom to the Forest 
School House. 
£155.14.5 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/758-159 
 
Mole Killing in Upper Teesdale 

name situated Ac. £ S D 

Middleton     

Bussey Elizabeth Middleside 11 0.0.11 

District Council Middleside 5 0.0.5 

Bowron Thomas High Dike 117 0.9.9 

Coltman Jno Middleton 12 0.1.0 

Coltman W. Hardberry 90 0.7.6 

Coatsworth Mrs Leckworth 23 0.1.11 

Coatsworth William Marlbeck 63 0.5.3  

Collinson and Harrop Storley 18 0.1.6 

Collinson Thomas Stoney Gill Foot 192 0.16.0 

Collinson Jos. Hill 29 0.2.5 

Collinson Gibson  96 0.8.0 

Collinson George Seldom Seen 12 0.1.0 

Collinson Thomas Aukside 5 0.0.5 

Collinson Jno. [Hudegate] 22 0.1.10 

Colinson William Middleside 28 0.2.4 

Collinson Josh. Lane Head 32 0.2.8 

Dent Matthew Springhill 18 0.1.6 

[Foreta] George Middleton  2 0.0.2 

Gibson F. E. Middleton 2 0.0.2 

Hebdon W. Springhill 14 0.1.2 

Hyslop  7 0.0.7 



[Lo…ss] J. and G Springhill 19 0.1.7 

Martin Aaron Leckworth  4 0.0.4 

Nixon William How Gill 67 0.5.7 

Parnaby George Springhill 14 0.1.2 

Parnaby William Snaisgill 29 0.2.5 

Parker [Drif] Middleton 7 0.0.7 

Robinson Jno Middle End 215 0.17.11 

Richardson Jos Thatch Lea 25 0.2.1 

Swinbank W. Club Gill 33 0.2.9 

Tarn Elizabeth Lane Head 123 0.10.3 

Tarn Jno Middleton 2 0.0.2 

Tallentire Jacob Dent Bank 6 0.0.6 

Watson William Blunt House 106 0.8.10 

Wearmouth William Hudeshope 57 0.4.9 

Hodgson Jno Middleside 25 0.2.1 

   £6.7.6 

Newbiggin     

Alderson Jno [Redgrasses] 40 0.3.4 

Beadle Phoebe Bowleys 10 0.0.10 

Beadle Mrs High [Road] 26 0.2.2 

Beadle William (carrier) Newbiggin  19 0.1.7 

Beadle Thomas The Hill 20 0.1.8 

Bell Adam Low Houses 70 0.5.10 

Barker Jno Bowleys 14 0.1.2 

Bainbridge Jos. Bowleys  15 0.1.3 

Bainbridge Hy. Bridge House 62 0.5.2 

Bainbridge George Dirtpit 29 0.2.5 

Bainbridge Hy How Gill 9 0.0.9 

Beadle Josh Scar  17 0.1.5 

[Beachin] Robert Stoneygill 19 0.1.7 

[Beachin] Jos Stoneygill 22 0.1.10 

Cameron Jno Newbiggin 13 0.1.1 

Cameron Jerry Newbiggin 25 0.2.1 

Collinson Gib. Woodside  66 0.5.6 

Collinson Thomas Gill Foot 24 0.2.0 

Collinson George Newbiggin 11 0.0.11 

Coatsworth Jos. Low Houses 69 0.5.9 

Coatsworth Robert Low Houses 49 0.4.1 

Dickinson  J. Newbiggin  35 0.2.11 

Dickinson Thomas Newbiggin 15 0.1.3 

Dickinson Jos. [Com.] Top 30 0.2.6 

Gargate [Jab..] [Gateside] 21 0.1.9 

Gibson William Newbiggin 49 0.4.1 

Gibson Thomas Friar House 26 0.2.2 

Harrop Jno Bowleys 13 0.1.3 

Hodgson  Ralph Bowleys 33 0.2.9 

Temple J. W. Bowleys 14 0.1.2 

Hudson Ralph [Flush….] 17 0.1.5 

Kipling Thomas Newbiggin  36 0.3.0 

Lowes Robert Newbiggin  15 0.1.3 



Lowes Jno Croft Head 5 0.0.5 

Lee Jno Friar House 25 0.2.1 

Lee William Newbiggin 29 0.2.5 

Nixon Mrs Mill  3 0.0.3 

Nixon Harrison Field Head   

Nattrass Jon Moor House 91 0.7.7 

Robinson Gib. Low Houses 6 0.0.6 

Rain Mrs Newbiggin  17 0.1.5 

Scott Mrs Summary Hill 90 0.7.6 

Temple Jane Newbiggin  9 0.0.9 

Temple Jno. High House 20 0.1.8 

Tarr Ha. Stoney Gill 21 0.1.9 

Thompson Jno Newbiggin 6 0.0.6 

Watson W. Bowleys 12 0.1.0 

Watson Jacob Mill 3 0.0.3 

Watson Thomas Friar House 16 0.1.4 

Watson Joseph Hill  9 0.0.9 

Watson Jno. Broken Gill 29 0.2.5 

Walton Mary Mill  23 0.1.11 

Wearmouth W. Bowleys 17 0.1.5 

   £7.0.3 

Wearmouth W.  Friar House 48 0.4.0 

[Plantation]  7 0.0.7 

Bainbridge Matthew Bowleys 50 0.4.2 

Redfern Robert Stable Edge 22 0.1.10 

Heyward Mrs Ravellin  80 0.6.8 

Watson W. Newbiggin  49 0.4.1 

Forest     

Lord [Ba…ys] plantation 286 1.3.10 

Anderson Jon [Iron…] 30 0.2.6 

Anderson Mrs Stoneycomb  38 0.3.2 

Anderson Thomas High House 33 0.2.9 

Allinson George  [Lane] End  14 0.1.2 

Allinson Isaac Walgarth  58 0.4.10 

Allinson W. Birch Rigg 22 0.1.10 

Allinson Robert  Seavy Hill 35 0.2.11 

Allinson W. Ettersgill 33 0.2.9 

Bayles J. […] Head 143 0.11.11 

Bainbridge W. Banks 11 0.0.11 

Bainbridge Hy [Pr..] 46 0.3.10 

Bainbridge George Moss 19 0.1.7 

Bainbridge Josh. Old Fold 33 0.2.9 

Bainbridge George Dirt Pit 19 0.1.7 

Bainbridge Hy. Ash Dub 59 0.4.11 

Bainbridge Hy. Bridge House 55 0.4.7 

[Brumwell] George High [Mo…..] Gill 26 0.2.2 

Brumwell George Low [Mo…] Gill 12 0.1.0 

Beadle Jas. Eggpot 28 0.2.4 

Beadle Mrs Thompson House 14 0.1. 

Beadle J. W. Bank House 73 0.6.1 



Bell Adam  Hunt Hall 47 0.3.11 

Bell George Hunt Hall 55 0.4.7 

Bell Jno Hill End 26 0.2.2 

Bell Thomas Low Beck Head 26 0.2.2 

Bell William Ettersgill  36 0.3.0 

Barker J.C. Langdon Beck 136 0.11.4 

Collinson Thomas Bowes Close 50 0.4.2 

Collinson R & S Under Hurth 41 0.3.5 

Currah Jno Hill Top 26 0.2.2 

Consin Jas. Bowes Close 54 0.4.6 

Dowson Thomas [Peg…] 56 0.4.8 

Dowson Ch. Honey Pot 29 0.2.5 

Dowson Jno Roughs Rigg 26 0.2.2 

Dowson J. C. West Field 13 0.1.1 

Dowson Matt [L……hill] 50 0.4.2 

Dowson Jackson Stoney Comb 81 0.6.9 

Dixon Jno Marshes Gill 16 0.1.4 

Dowson Eliz Dale Cottage 7 0.0.7 

Dixon Mrs Bowes Close 64 0.5.4 

Dixon William Ettersgill  29 0.2.5 

Dunk A. J.  High Force 31 0.2.7 

Emmerson Jno Dale Hill 50 0.4.2 

Emmerson William Herdship 40 0.3.4 

Emmerson Thomas Marshesgill  23 0.1.11 

Gargate W. Langdon Beck 27 0.2.3 

Gargate Jno Ettersgill  44 0.3.8 

Gibson Jno Widdy Bank 344 1.8.8 

Gibson F. E. Valance Lodge 244 1.0.4 

Heward Jno Kirkh [head or house] Fold 34 0.2.10 

Heward Hy New House 32 0.2.8 

Horn Gav Frog Hall 17 0.1.5 

Wearmouth  Hodge Hall 41 0.3.4 

Horn Jos. Hill  61 0.5.1 

Horn Jos. Frog Hall 16 0.1.4 

Horn Michael Moor Rigs 33 0.2.9 

Hodgson  Pease Cottage 23 0.2.11 

Hunt Jno. [Clovery end ] 30 0.2.6 

Hunt Jno [Clovery end] 35 0.2.11 

Hutchinson Matt. [Row.] 23 0.1.11 

Hutchinson Jon. Out Dale 16 0.1.4 

Hutchinson Jacob High Beck House 220 0.18.4 

Hutchinson Jno Sear End 42 0.3.6 

Ireland Thomas Hanging Shaw 87 0.7.3 

Jackson Mark Dirt Pit 42 0.3.6 

Lee Jos. Moor Rigs 27 0.2.3 

Nixon Jno Rigside  42 0.3.6 

Nixon Jno Ettersgill  31 0.2.7 

Lee [R….] Forest 10 0.0.10 

Nixon Thomas  Grass Hill 88 0.7.4 

Race R. F. Ash Gill Head 77 0.6.5 



Redfearn Alice West Moor Rigs 18 0.1.6 

Robinson Jo. Green Hills 65 0.5.5 

Robinson Josh. Force Garth 324 1.7.0 

Race William Binks 22 0.1.10 

[R…..] Manor House 39 0.3.3 

Scott J. Midge Holm 99 0.8.3 

Scott Thomas  Cock Rake 23 0.1.11 

Scott Thomas  Langdon Beck 17 0.1.5 

Scott Jacob Force Gill End 17 0.1.5 

Scott Jacob Beckfoot  32 0.2.8 

Scott Stephen Wheysike 59 0.4.11 

Scott Mark  Wheysike 55 0.4.7 

Scott Mrs  Walker Hill 20 0.1.8 

Scott George Ettersgill 17 0.1.5 

Staley Mrs  Forest  46 0.3.10 

Tarn Jos. Rough Rigg 32 0.2.8 

Tarn Isaac [Intake] 57 0.4.9 

Tarn A & M Woolpits Hill 79 0.6.9 

Tallentire [G  ] Gillett 12 0.1.0 

Tallentire William Hanging Shaw 18 0.1.6 

Tallentire Nicholas Hanging Shaw 44 0.3.8 

Tallentire Jno Bail Hill 19 0.1.7 

Tallentire Mrs English Hill 24 0.2.0 

Teward Thomas [Saur] Hill 53 0.4.5 

Teward Jno Forest 11 0.0.11 

Teward William Dirt Pit 28 0.2.4 

Teward George Auty House 39 0.3.3 

Tarn H Ettersgill 46 0.3.10 

Watson Jno Herdship 28 0.2.4 

Watson Thomas Herdship 151 0.12.9 

Watson Jos. Stoney Gill 34 0.2.10 

Watson Jacob [….] 53 0.4.5 

Watson Jno [Red…] 19 0.1.7 

Walton T Knot Hill 52 0.4.4 

Walton Isaac Under Hurth 28 0.2.4 

Walton James Mount Pleasant 20 0.1.8 

Walton Hy. [Scavy] Hill 33 0.2.9 

total   £22.19.10 

 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/760 
January 22nd 1901 
Reverend H. Phillips Lee 
Forest Vicarage 
 
Forest Classroom 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of cheque in respect of the above classroom for which I am obliged, 
and herewith enclose Mr Fife’s receipt for the same, and I remain 
Yours truly  



James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/761 
January 28th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
The names of the three young men from Middleton who have volunteered for South Africa are 
Ernest Coltman, Grandson of Matthew Coltman, Blue Bell Inn 
John Bell, Son of Thomas Bell, plumber and 
Arthur Smith whose brother pulls the traps etc. from station. 
I understand they have been to Newcastle (and passed there as far as they could) and go to York this 
week for final examination, when if accepted I presume they will proceed to the Front at an early 
date. So far as I can ascertain they are at no expense. They have volunteered for Baden Powell’s 
Police. Of course none of them are Lord Barnard’s tenants, but if his Lordship thought it proper to 
make them a present, as suggested by you, I think it would be appreciated, and I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
     
NEIMME/ZE/4/762 
Middleton, Teesdale via Darlington 
January 28th 1901 
 
Messrs The Septic Tank Syndicate 
25 Victoria Street, 
Westminster, S. W. 
 
Dear Sir 
I shall be obliged if you will be kind enough to give me information as to your “Septic Tank system of 
Sewerage Treatment” viz. the principle on which it is based and the probable cost at which it could 
be adopted to deal with the requirements of a population of about 2000 people. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/763-766 
January 28th 1901 
 
It is a list of the requirements of the Upper Teesdale Estate. 
 
There are details of the materials required, their prices and suppliers 
Timber is supplied by J. W. Watson, Stockton. 
Drainage materials are supplied by Heslop. 
Lime and hair is supplied by Ore and Maddison.    
Materials for buildings, such as glass, door furniture and guttering is supplied by Mr James. 
Alternative suppliers are Spence and Sons Richmond, Altham & Co. Penrith and Dobson Penrith. 
Other suppliers are [T. Argument Heslop], J. Graham, Birch & Co., Trimdle Street Paint Works and W. 
S. Merrikin.  
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/767 
February 7th 1901 
Sir J. W. Pease Bart. M.P. 
Hutton Hall 
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter for which I am obliged. My son informed me on Saturday 
of his advance of Salary, and he appears now to be quite satisfied, and we are very grateful to you 
for your kind action in the matter. I may, however, perhaps be permitted to say that should 
circumstances allow at any future time of his having a change of work and that gaining experience in 
Railway work, you would always find him ready and anxious to learn, and with many thanks I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/768 
February 7th 1901 
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
Mr John Forster 
Middleton  
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
 
December 1900 and January 1901  To sawing 3659 feet of Boards at 3/- per 100 = £4.1.9 
To Ash Timber etc. as per agreement = £17.10.0 Total £21.11.9 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/769 
February 12th 1901 
 
9th February to 16th February 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 47.16.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 0.14.8  

Estate Maintenance Account 33.17.8  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 24.10.2  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 7.1.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 0.18.0  

Plantation Account 23.15.4  

  106.5.2 

Accounts   

Ord and Maddison Chippings Building Account 0.2.0   

T and M Wearmouth  Stone Building account 3.9.7  

J. C. Barker  Lime  Building Account 0.17.6  

Elizabeth Tarn team work 5.7.0  

North East Railway Company for Coals Building account 15/9 
management account 14/11 

1.10.8    

Total for Estate  117.11.11 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.8.4 14.8.4 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 20.6.5  

Elizabeth Tarn for Coals 6.9.11  



  158.16.7 

No foreign accounts 
James S. Hyslop  February 12th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/770 
February 13th 1901 
Middleton 
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date. In reply I beg to say that Forster 
called in at the office on Saturday, and asked for the account to stand over for a few days. I said I 
thought you might be here on Friday, and would like to have the matter settled before then, and he 
promised to pay tomorrow (Thursday) in which case I shall be able to hand you the money on Friday. 
I have made further inquiries regarding [Gard…] and Ainsley, and think they are a reliable firm. The 
difference between the two tenders amounts to about 54/-. 
Since you were here I have gone into the question of converting Lane Head into 2 good houses 
instead of 1 large house and enclose tracing of my idea, for your consideration. The alterations 
shown can be done for about £250 or £260 and I think the houses could be let for £10 each and 
would pay between 5 and 6% for outlay. 
With regard to the old cottages behind, I am afraid the walls are not sufficiently good to warrant the 
expense, and I think they and the old byre etc. would be better removed altogether. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife Esq.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/771 
February 13th 1901 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I hand you the sum of [six] pounds 10/- in payment of Lord Barnard’s subscription to 
Newbiggin School for half year ending 30th November 1900. Kindly receipt enclosed form and return. 
It would be well for you to make it generally known that the future payment of this subscription will 
be dependent on the prompt and [p….] payment of the [quarter] pence and voluntary rate, but I 
trust you will not have any further trouble. 
Yours truly   
James S. Hyslop 
Mr Wearmouth 
P.S. the next payment will be on 31st May next. JSH 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/772 
February 20th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir I beg to report to you that Thomas Watson has been to Dent Gate to look at the place. He says 
the house is very much in want of repairs, and the fences (especially that running next to the Beck) 
are very bad, but if you give him the materials he could soon put them right. With regard to wages 
he informs me that you are paying 20/- per week for Datal men, and he thinks he should be paid the 
same. I hope this will not unsettle my men up here if his information is correct. He is willing to take 
the place at £8 per year, if you will repair the buildings etc. and if you can agree I am sure you will 
find him a good and trustworthy man.  



In accordance with your instructions I sent a plan of Chapel sites to Mr Watson on Monday. 
I think of sending my pony down to Barnard Castle on Friday, as I see they are buying cobs for the 
Army and he might be suitable if he is big enough. I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/773 
February 20th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I beg to inform you that Ralph Anderson has agreed to take Bell Farm at the yearly rent of £26. The 
old people do not seem to care much about the son going in as a joint tenant, but of course if you 
think it is advisable they will agree to it. The difficulty is possibly a money one, the have the place 
stretched, and if he goes in as a joint tenant they would want him to pay half the value. 
I have been to Hardberry this morning, we have got the posts etc. in for the plantation fence and it 
will be finished tomorrow. The original area was ABCD, but I think it would be a great improvement 
if AD was continued to the point E (18 yards), the wall from D to C taken down and rebuilt as shown 
at EC. [very small diagram shown]. Coltman would take the old wall down and lay the stons for the 
new wall. The length of the new wall is about 16 rows at 3/6 = 35/- and then the plantation would be 
an efficient shelter foe Coltman’s yard. Awaiting further instructions I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/774 
February 23rd 1901 
T. Forster Brown Esq. 
 
Dear Sir 
I received your letter of the 21st inst. for which I am obliged. In reply thereto I beg to say that I know 
a man whom I could thoroughly recommend as a practical, reliable man for the position named. 
His name is George Lowes and he is descended from one of the best mining families in Teesdale. He 
has been upward of 30 years underground, doing all sorts of mining works (working in the forehead, 
arching etc) and has a thoroughly good practical knowledge. At Mr Lee’s death. A few years ago, he 
was chosen by the Directors to fill his position of underground agent at their Wire Gill Mine, where 
he still remains, and gives good satisfaction. He is a fair good writer, has been used to make weekly 
reports as to the state of the mine etc. can use the Dial and knows figures sufficiently well to meet 
the requirements of his personal situation. 
I have named the matter to him, but he seems rather diffident as to whether his qualifications would 
be sufficient for the post you name. if it is not asking too much, and you could give me any idea of 
the number of men he would have to superintend, and what his duties would be, I think he would 
apply if he could see his way at all. 
With kind regards I remain 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop    
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/775 
February 25th 1901 



H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Ra. Anderson’s agreement for Bell Farm, which I did not receive until 
about 9 o’clock on Saturday night, as they could not find it when I went up. If it will simplify matters 
at all, Ra. Anderson will pay his half year’s rent to Coatsworth on April 6th instead of May 13th, and if 
the purchase is completed before the 6th of April, Coatsworth should allow say 4% on the amount for 
the time, to be deducted from the purchase money.  
I will attend t Wm. Gibson’s agreement as early as possible also to the matter of Forest Parish 
Council and “Burial Act”. I presume Anderson’s agreement will rest over till the matter is finally 
settled. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/776 
February 25th 1901 
David [Dunn] Esq. 
Inland Revenue Office 
 
Dear Sir 
Ra. Anderson of High Bell has asked me to write to you regarding his Exemption for Dog License, 
which he has been refused. I think there must be some mistake in the matter, as he is farming about 
18 acres of land and his normal stock for the place is 8 head of cattle which of course is sometimes 
reduced by sale as at present when he has 5 head now standing in his byre. I shall be obliged if you 
will kindly look into the matter. Anderson has had exemption for years and the circumstances are 
not in any way changed. 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. What is the basis on which a farmer can claim an exemption?   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/777 
March 2nd 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I am in receipt of your letter, which shall have my careful attention. 
I have been making inquiries regarding the time required to attend fairly to the duties of a District 
Councillor, and find that to do anything like [….] means 3 days per month, leaving Middleton  by the 
12 train. Of course I could attend to business here on those days up to 11 o’clock. From what I can 
hear there seems to be every prospect of our election, as the [….] people are said to intend to run 2 
or 3 […] which I think will weaken their chances. Personally I have no great will to be a member but 
in the interest of the Estate, my being so might be of advantage. The nominations have to be sent to 
Mr Bainbridge not later than 12 o’clock on Thursday  next, and I leave myself altogether in your 
hands, and will be glad if you will kindly give me your opinion. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/778-781 
March 8th 1901 



H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Forest Parish Council 
Sir  
I beg to inform you that the following were elected on Tuesday night viz. Messrs Richmond, Wm. 
Race, Jno. Currak, Isaac Tarn, Mark Allinson, (Watgarth) Jno. Staley, and Mark Scott. The last two 
were old members. Jackson, Tallentire, Wearmouth and Jon. Hutchinson were nominated but 
withdrew and Jacob Scott was not nominated. 
With regard to your suggestion regarding the Voluntary Rate, I saw Tallentire Scott and Jackson and 
laid the same before them, and I understand the Chairman also read a letter from you to the 
meeting. The result was that they decided to levy a halfpenny rate out of which they would pay £5 
for rate collecting 15/- for care of Hearse, the Balance of about £2.10.0 to go to the Church. 
They also decided to levy an extra £4 to pay arrears in connection with Hearse (2 years) 30/- the 
Balance of about 50/- to be kept for incidental expenses. 
I saw Nixon on Monday, and as far as I can make out his position is as follows. 
For the year ending Easter 1901 
Balance in hand Easter 1900 £0.2.4 
Rent for Rates £0.0.0 
Balance due to Nixon when all is paid £4.11.10 
Total £4.14.2 
Paid for door mat £0.2.6 
Paid for coals £0.14.7 
To pay Bell ringing cleaning etc. £3.10.0 
Insurance £0.4.0 
Lamp Oil £0.3.1 
Total £4.14.2 
 
Robert Collinson’s account is as follows for the year ending Easter 1901 
Receipts nil 
Balance due to Church Warden £1.11.8 
Total £10.11.8 
Expenditure 
Candles £0.5.0 
Oil £0.2.6 
Coals coke etc. £2.4.2 
Bell ringing, cleaning etc £7.0.0 
Blow organ £0.10.0 
Cleaning of Church Yard £0.6.0 
Insurance £0.4.0 
Total £10.1.8 
Showing a deficit of £15.3.6 
 
As the rate above named applies to the next year and will not be collected for some considerable 
time, the above sum of £15.3.6 will have to be met by the Church people in some way or other, 
which in a thinly populated district like Forest I am afraid will be difficult to do. I think the tenants, or 
those who are more or less actively moving in this matter, (numbering perhaps a score out of about 
130) are acting very ungratefully, considering  the handsome way in which his Lordship and yourself 
have met the requirements of the District. I do not think that the aggregate rent of those whom I 
have fair reason to suppose are those acting amounts to more than £400 and if they had thought 
proper to advocate a penny rate vizone half for parish purposes and the other for the support of the 



church, their total contribution would have been about 16/8. They confess that it is not the money 
they object to, but the principle as they call it. I call it bigotry and I am afraid they are upheld and 
encouraged by the men who ought to try to teach them charity or at any rate common gratitude.    
I see there are 8 nominations for District Council at Middleton viz. Messrs Ford, Thompson (post 
office), G. Brown, Thompson (Stotley), Jno Rain (Quarry), Jno Robinson (Middle End) Josh. Bainbridge 
(Middleton) and myself. J. Robinson will I understand will retire but I fancy there will be an election. 
I saw Thomas Lowes regarding Tithe. He makes his account up to !st January and 1st July in each 
year, but he said he would try to let me have the information asked for. 
Yesterday I made a thorough examination of “Whinfield” plantation, and I think there is the making 
of a good plantation in it. When you get into it, it is much better than I thought. I propose to take it 
in hand this year and Harwood next year. We have got all the spare places near High Force filled up, 
and will get the remainder of the plants from Barnard Castle on Monday and commence planting 
Whinfield on Tuesday. 
The drain at Forest Vicarage has been attended to. 
I am as far at Head Lane as I can get until the weather improves. 
We are going on with drains for Parnaby (Spring Hill) after which I propose to go on with wall at 
[Broadlege] Gill which I would like to have done before the grass begins to grow. 
I have got about 600 posts ready [Scorhope] Head  and Bowleys and Bainbridge will lead the same as 
soon as possible.  
We are going on with Miss Tarn’s fence and [land…] which will be finished next week weather 
permitting.  
I propose sending list of applications for fishing […] in a few days. I am trying to get the list as 
complete as possible in order to save time and trouble in making so many applications. I think some 
of the old tickets will have been sent to you directly.  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/782 
March 8th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Forest Chapel (Primitive) 
Sir  
I have seen Mr Watson (Primitive Methodist) who asked me if you had met a deputation consisting 
of Joseph Lee (Moor Riggs)and Jno. Gargate (Ettersgill) with respect to the above site. 
It appears they wish to have the site extended in a northerly direction 10 or 12 feet in order that 
they might enlarge their vestry if necessary at some further time hence. 
 I told him that in accordance with your instructions I had forwarded plans of the site, but did not 
think you had any knowledge of their wish to extend and that he might have to named it in his letter. 
The drawing of the additional ground will be as follows. [a small sketch showing the chapel, vestry 
and proposed extension is shown.] 
I thought it better to name this to you in case he writes you on the matter. Both the above delegates 
are strongly opposed to the church rate question. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/783 
March 12h 1901 
 



9th March to 16th March1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 63.9.9  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry […] 0.6.5  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 0.14.0  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 1.10.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 19.12.4  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 8.14.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 9.2.0  

Plantation Account 21.18.6  

  125.7.3 

Accounts   

Dryden and Parker Lime building account 4.18.11   

J. C. Barker Teamwork Forest and Hedging] account 10.16.0  

R. W. Raine oil building account 5.18.3  

T. Thompson stamps management account 1.0.0 22.13.2 

Total for Estate  148.0.5 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.18.4 14.18.4 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 19.14.5 19.14.5 

  182.13.2 

Foreign Accounts   

S. Birch for paint Building account 11.18.3  

Spence and Co […] plantation account 0.11.9  

Graham oil etc building account 8.16.6  

Gardner and Ainsley timber building account 109.5  

 130.11.6  

James S. Hyslop  March 12th 1901 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/784-786 
March 12h 1901 
List of Applications for Fishing Permits for 1901 Season. March 12th 1901 
 
 

Name  Residence  Occupation  Asks for  Remarks  

Alllinson Jas. & son Middleton  Quarryman Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Anderson Jon. & son  Rotten Row Miner  Tees and Becks  Ticket enclosed 

Anderson Thomas  Newbiggin   Tees and Becks Ticket lost 

Bainbridge Joshua Old Folds Forest  Tees and Becks Ticket enclosed 

Baldwin James Middleton  Millwright  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Beadle Philip Forest   Tees Ticket enclosed 

Beadle Jerry Newbiggin   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

[B…y] Thomas Middleton   Tees Ticket enclosed 

Bradwell Jon.h Middleton  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Bradwell George & son Middleton  Tees Ticket enclosed 

Bussey Jos. Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Bussey James Middleton  Tees Ticket enclosed 



Currak Jno. & son Hill Top Harwood  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Collinson George Newbiggin   Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket sent to 
Staindrop 

Dowson Jerry  Raby Terrace 
Harwood 

 Tees and 
tributaries  

Ticket enclosed 

Dowson Fenwick Honey Pot Watcher  Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Hardy William Middleton  Miner  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Hobson J. F. South Bailey     
(a visitor) 

Durham Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Hutchinson Adam Ettersgill   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Hutchinson Jon. Dale Forest  Tees Ticket enclosed 

Hutchinson Thomas  Middleton  Tailor  Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Lee William Newbiggin   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Lowes George Middleton  Retired Miner Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Lowes Reuben & 
Brothers 

Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Lowes George Middleton  Quarryman  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Lowes Aaron Middleton  Co-op Society 
Secretary 

Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Lowes William Middleton  Blacksmith  Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Major Moses  Middleton  Ex Soldier Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Morton Jos. Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Nicholson [Sergeant] Middleton  Police  Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Nixon William Hood Gill 
Newbiggin 

 Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Pearse Robert and one 
friend 

Middleton   Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Parker John Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Pinkney Mark & son Middleton   Tees and 
tributaries 

Ticket enclosed 

Raine Jacob Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Redfern Thomas  Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Redfern William Newbiggin   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Richardson Thomas Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Sedgwick William  Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Smith James Middleton  Ex policeman Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Watson Jno. The Mill 
Newbiggin 

 Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Whitfield Thomas Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Watson Joseph Stoney Hill 
Harwood 

 Tees  Lost  

Wilson T. J.  Newbiggin  Schoolmaster  Tees and 
tributaries  

Ticket enclosed 

Walton Thomas and 
brothers 

KnottHhill 
Forest 

 Tees  Ticket enclosed 



Langdon Beck Hotel  10 for visitors Tees  7 returned 

High Force Hotel  10 for visitors Tees  9 returned 

J. S. Hyslop  10 for visitors Tees  6 returned 

Walton T. Allinson Forest   Tees  Ticket lost 

Tallentire  Nicholas Forest   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Robson George   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Lee Ra. Lead company 
Offices 

 Tees and 
tributaries  

Sent to 
Staindrop 

Williamson Jno. Lead company 
Offices 

 Tees and 
tributaries 

Sent to 
Staindrop 

Willis Jno. Lead company 
Offices 

 Tees and 
tributaries 

Sent to 
Staindrop 

Hutchinson Jno. & son  Newbiggin   Tees and 
tributaries 

Mislaid  

Watson Jos. & son  Mill Newbiggin  Tees and 
tributaries 

 

Allinson Jo. & son  Watgarth   Tees   

Bainbridge Hy. Bridge House  Tees   

Anderson J. B. High House 
Ettersgill 

 Tees and 
tributaries 

 

Lowes Andrew Middleton   Tees  Ticket enclosed 

Walton Isaac  Underhurth   Tees and 
tributaries 

 

Walton James Mount Pleasant 
Forest 

 Tees and 
tributaries 

 

Redfern Thomas Mount Pleasant 
Forest 

 Tees and 
tributaries 

 

Lee William Jn. Newbiggin   Tees and 
tributaries  

New application 

Dent Thomas Bridge Lane 
Middleton 

 Tees  New application 

[Gowling ]  Middleton   Tees  New application 

Tarn Jno. Dent Beck 
Middleton 

 Tees  New application 

[Beachin} Thomas Middleton   Tees New application 

Allinson Thomas & 
brothers 

Birch Rigg 
Forest 

 Tees  Enclosed 

Lowes Jos. & son Hudegate 
Middleton  

 Tees  New applicant 

Allinson Isaac Valance Lodge  Tees   

Allinson Thomas  Thompson 
Cottages 

 Tees  

 
James S. Hyslop 13th March 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/787 
March 18th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 



Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter but have no knowledge whatever of the matter named 
by you, and return envelope as requested. The only tenants of the name are Jno. Robinson (Middle 
End) Gibson Robinson (Low Houses) Mrs Robinson Force Garth and Isaac Robinson [Green] Hills. The 
only other Robinson married Jackson Dowson’s daughter (Stoney Comb) but I have no reason to 
connect any of these with the matter referred to  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. I also enclose the following old fishing tickets viz. 
G. W. Beadle, Newbiggin not on list 
Hy Bainbridge, Bridge House on list 
James Walton, Forest on list 
Thomas Redfern, Forest on list 
Jas. Hutchinson and Son, Newbiggin on list 
Thomas Watson Brokers Gill not on list 
Jos. Gedling, Middleton new application 
J. S. H 
 
.  
NEIMME/ZE/4/788 
March 18th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I beg to draw your attention to a complaint I have received from Joseph Horn, Hill End, Harwood, to 
the effect that he was charged 9/1 or 9/2 Tithe at the last rent audit. 
I asked him to send me his last receipt and enclose his letter received tonight. I have therefore no 
means of verifying his statement. 
I see from reference boo his rent is £17.14.2 and the Tithe apportionment for his farm is 1/6 per 
year. If this is correct his tithe for 3 quarters of a  years would work out to about 9d. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/789 
March 19th 1901 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
 
Dear Sir 
(Re Tithes) 
In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date I beg to say that Mr Lowes’ account upon the Tithe Tables 
for 1900. His accounts are made up to 1st January and 1st July in each year which he says are the 
dates fixed by Law. The account includes plantations and land occupied by me Lane Head, but he 
takes the period as being from 1st July 1900 to 1st January 1901. 
As I mentioned at the last rent audit the tenant paid three quarters tithe, viz. from January 1st 1900 
to October 1st 1900 and that due next rent day will be two quarters, viz. from October 1st 1900 to 
April 1st 1901. If you therefore have your calculations on the 1900 Table there will probably be a 
slight difference between your account and Lowes. 



[For] Mr Hutchinson’s Eggleston Estate, the Tithe Charge was added to the rents about 2 years ago, 
at their then value and Lowes received a cheque for the ½year from Mr Hill which simplifies the 
matter very much, as this is not necessary to calculate the amount for each due tenant. 
Trusting the above information is what you require. Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/790 
March 19th 1901 
Mr G. W. Lee 
[…….] 
 
Dear Sir 
I have found all the glasses which I had taken up home, and return them by this post. Although they 
are the same number as those I got from you last, they do not seem to suit my eyes the same, so I 
think it will be better for to wait until over some time when I may be able to succeed in getting a pair 
of right ones. Hoping you will receive them safely, I remain yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/790 
March 19th 1901 
Messrs T. B. Smith 
31 Grey Street 
Newcastle 
 
Dear Sir 
The Level came duly to hand on Thursday last, and from what I can see appears to be alright. I hope 
to try it in a day or two. I am quite satisfied with your allowance of 30/- for crosshead, but notice 
that on your memorandum you put the price of the Level at £11.18.0 instead of £11as stated in your 
letter of the 14th inst. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/791 
March 20th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
Empties to Birch and Company 
 
Sir 
The credit note from the above, (sent to me by Mr Garthwaite), is correct. I sent the empties on the 
24th last August and advised them the same day, but to the best of my knowledge no credit note was 
sent to me.  
I am sorry  to inform you of the sudden death of Stephen Collinson Under Hurth and also of [J …… ] 
(watcher). The funeral is on Saturday I think.   
Mr Hope is to be buried at Ford in Northumberland. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/792 
March 20th 1901 



C. Fernean Esq 
Nenthead 
 
Dear Sir 
I have received the enclosed letter today from Mr Elliott (manager for Mr Gibson, who farms 
Langdon Common) and which is included in your Langdon Lease. As it is the usual custom for the 
Lease to do the necessary work in cases of this kind I hope you will be able to give Redfern 
instructions to attend to it as early as possible. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/793 
March 23rd 1901 
Mr Havelock 
Staindrop  
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter, I beg to say we shall be opening wire rope out on Tuesday  next and I shall be 
very pleased to see you up, and show you all I can. In the meantime I enclose your sketch of our 
apparatus for uncoiling the rope, which answers well. I scarcely know the exact cost per ton for 
[labour] but will be able to give you more information on this point on Tuesday, as well as the other 
point mentioned in your letter. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/794 
March 23rd 1901 
Mr Garthwaite 
Staindrop 
Tithe   
 
Dear Sir 
I have seenT. Lowes and shown him your statement re Tithes, but he says he is unable to certify as 
to its correctness, as he has not yet obtained the Tables for 1901. The figures in pencil are his 
amounts calculated on the 1900 Table, and due on the 1st January 1900. There is a slight difference 
of 4/2, but Lowes thinks your account will be correct, as the 1901 table is probably less than last 
year. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/794 
March 23rd 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter which has my attention. I have forwarded P. O. to Joseph 
Horn and will send his receipt when I receive it. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/795 



March 25th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
Mrs Tallentire, (widow of the late George Tallentire) Gillett near Forest School, requested me to call 
upon her as early as possible. I did so on Saturday, and find that her son and his wife have left her, 
and come to live in Middleton. She is therefore left on the place by herself, and feels she is not able 
to carry on it. She wishes to give it up, if her eldest son George Tallentire, who is at present living in 
one of Jonathan Barker’s cottages at Hood Gill can have the farm. He is a very respectable young 
man with 2 children, and I think the arrangement would be a good one. In case this meets your 
approval, she wishes to have a sale as soon as possible, and will pay next year’s rent at the next Rent 
Day. Her son is also anxious to know, so that he may get his [m…] out before they sell the house. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
Area 11.2.15  Rent £9.16.0  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/796 
March 26th 1901 
 
[This is a memo regarding old wire rope. It shows the weight of the rope, the loss per ton and the 
cost involved. ]  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/797-798 
March 26th 1901 
Mr Havelock 
Staindrop  
 
Dear Sir 
In further reference to your letter of the 20th inst. I am sorry you have not been able to get up today 
as the men have been on with the old wire rope, but I will arrange another day to suit your 
convenience with regard to your inquires I beg to give you the following memorandum.  
The old rope has 6 strands and 7 wires in each strand. 
The average weight of 1 yard of rope as it comes is about 3lbs. equal to about 747 yards to the Ton. 
In uncoiling there is a loss for rust, [c…] etc. of about 1 ½ cwt. Per Ton. That is I Ton of rope gives 
about 18 ½ cwt.s of wire.  
The average weight of 1 yard of single wire is about 46 lbs. equal to about 4500 yards of single wire 
in 1 Ton of rope. 
Price of rope per Ton, £3.10.0 
Leading from station to Yard per Ton, £0.1.6 
Labour for uncoiling per Ton, £0.17.6 
Loss per Ton viz 1 ½ cwts. At £3.10.0, £0.5.2 
Cost per Ton £4.14.2 
And £4.14.2[divided by 4500] = ¼ d per yard of single wire 
= 1 ½ d per yard for […] with 6 single wire 
= 2 d per yard for [.. ] with 2 double wire and 4 single wire. 
I think the price o 7 ply strand wire No 4 will be about .71 per yard and 7 ply strand wire No 6will be 
about .46 per yard. Which give a cost for 6 wire of 4 ¼ d and 2 ¾ d per yard respectively. 
I think the galvanized strand wire will last months longer than the old wire, although the latter […] 
will [tarred] will last a long time and the initial cost be very much less. 



By using 2 wood rails and 4 wire […] you get a good and cheap fence, and one much stronger than 
with wire only as the rails stiffen both the posts and the wire regulates the expansion of the wire by 
heat and makes a better fence against storm. 
[Small drawing shown how to assemble the fence] 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/799-801 
March 27th 1901 
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
My Lord 
I am instructed to inform you that your Lordship’s letter of the 19th inst. was laid before the 
Middleton Parish Council at a special meeting held on the 25 inst. and to give you the following 
information with regard to the Trusteeship of the above charity. 
1, in accordance with your Lordship’s order of January 3rd 1896 the following resolution was passed 
on February 3rd 1896 viz. 
“It was proposed by Thomas Brown and seconded by George [Prinkney] that Jonathan Hunt and J. S. 
Hyslop be appointed as Trustees on the above charity” 
2, on July 7th 1897 J. S. Hyslop (who had originally been appointed on March 6th 1895) resigned and 
the following resolution was passed  
“On Councillor Hyslop [retiring] from office as a Trustee for the Free School Charity, in accordance 
with Section 14 of the Local Government Act 1894, it was moved by Matthew Thompson and 
seconded by T. [Borrow] that John Raine be elected as a Trustee” 
To this resignation your Lordship objected and in accordance therewith a resolution was passed at 
the monthly meeting held on August 4th 1897 rescinding the above resolution and j. S. Hyslop 
remained in office. 
3, On April 18th 1900 the following resolution was passed at the annual meeting of the  Parish 
Council 
“That Jonathan Hunt and J. S. Hyslop  be re-elected as Trustees for the Free School Charity” 
The above constituted the minutes referring to this Charity. 
With regard to the appointing of an additional Trustee, I am instructed to say that the Council are 
opposed to the appointment of Mr Robert Pearse on the following grounds, which I beg to submit 
most respectfully for your Lordship’s consideration. 
First – Because the application for such appointment did not come from the Trustees our 
representation on the Trust had no knowledge whatsoever of the application having been made 
until the receipt of your notice, as no resolution to this effect is on the Charity Minute Book. The 
application appears to be made to the Rector personally, and to state that it is on behalf of the 
Trustees is a misrepresentation of the facts. 
Second – Because such appointment would not be in accordance with the Scheme of 1896 which 
specifies “That the present Churchwarden of the said parish of Middleton in Teesdale, in right of and 
during tenure of their respective officers and their respective sucessors church wardens of the said 
Parish for the time being Robert French Esq. John Sherlock Esq. and Nicholas Gibson Graham Draper, 
all of Middleton in Teesdale aforesaid (who have etc etc) be appointed Trustees for the 
administration of the said Charity, jointly with the Rector of the said Parish of Middleton for the time 
being, in right and during tenure of his office as the appointed ex-officio Trustee of the said Charity” 
The present Churchwardens of Middleton are Mr Thomas May and Mr Thomas Lowes, both of which 
act as Trustees, and we submit that they together with the Rector and representatives of that Parish 
Council constitute the legal number required for the management of the Trust. 
Mr Pearse is not a churchwarden, and we do not see why he should be appointed on the nomination 
of the Rector. 



3, If it is desirable to appoint another Trustee we would suggest that the parish council should be 
allowed to appoint an additional Trustee viz.Three  instead of Two, and we have the honour to 
remain 
My Lords 
Your obedient servants.       
            
NEIMME/ZE/4/802 
April 2nd 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your post card. As you may possibly meet Mr Hill respect to the 
Thatch Lee water, I have thought it might be useful for me to send you my section, which will give 
you an idea of the [s…] gradients – the depth of the drains will be about 2’6” from surface except in a 
few places where it will require to be more or less. As the section is the only copy I have will you 
perhaps be able to return it, after some arrangement is made. 
If nothing comes in the way to prevent me, I think of going to Whitby on Thursday afternoon, but 
will be home again on Monday to prepare the pay sheets. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I think Joseph Tarn has taken the farm near Bowes, but have not seen him.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/803 
April 2nd 1901 
The School Board 
Middleton  
 
Gentlemen  
My daughter (Mary) informs me that her present engagement with the Board terminates at the end 
of the current month, and she is anxious to know the views and wishes of the Board as to the future. 
As you are probably aware, she did not succeed at the recent examinations in passing in the 1st 
Division and has therefore decided to sit again before trying for her certificate, and in the meantime 
keep her studies up and gain as much practical experience as possible. I presume you will still need a 
Teacher in the Infant school and if you wish her to remain, I shall be glad to consider any 
propositions you may be pleased to make and remain 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/804 
April 3rd 1901 
Messrs The Middleton in Teesdale School Board 
 
Gentlemen 
I beg to inform you that after naming the matter to my daughter, we have decided to accept your 
offer of Thirty-five pounds per year for her services at the Infant school. Thanking you for your kind 
attention, and trusting the arrangement may prove of mutual advantage to both paries I remain 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I presume you will require some agreement which, if you will kindly draw out, can be signed at 
any convenient time.    



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/805 
April 10th 1901 
6th April -13 April 
  

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 69.14.9  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry […] 0.10.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 1.9.0  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 2.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 23.2.1  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 31.13.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 7.17.4  

Plantation Account 24.15.2  

  134.1.4 

Accounts   

Dryden and Parker Lime building account 2.6.4   

J. C. Barker Teamwork Fencing and Hedging account 2.15.0  

Middleton Gas Company Management account 1.9.2  

Thomas Todd Smith work building account £12.11.6   

Thomas Todd Smith work Fences and Hedges £5.8.1 17.19.7  

J.W.Temple Smith work Building account £2.10.10   

J.W. Temple Smith work Fences and Hedges £6.2.9 8.13.7  

Thomas Bell and Son Plumbing Building account 12.11.2  

Mrs Stoddart Cleaning of Office 3.0.0 48.14.10 

Total for Estate  182.16.2 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 16.8.5  

Jno Nixon’s account for coals (March 1900 to March 1901) 22.17.8 39.6.1 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 19.18.5 19.18.5 

  242.6 .10 

Foreign Accounts   

Jno. Graham [(Hair)] Building account 2.10.0  

James S. Hyslop  April 10th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/806 
April 27th 1901 
H.L.Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter enclosing Hy. Dixon’s letter regarding Redwings. I am 
informed today that Mrs Tallentire has taken a cottage in Middleton, but I have not seen her as I 
understand she is away from home. 
Since the rent day I have seen the mole catcher and gone into the question of arrears due to him in 
respect of the years 1897-8 and 9, which was the cause of his throwing the work up. The arrears as 
given to me amounted to £6.16.1, which total I have reduced by £2.15.10 leaving a balance of 
£4.10.3 due to him. I said that some of this was probably lost for want of looking after, and 



suggested that I thought it would be fair if we paid him £3 as a final settlement of the claim and he 
agreed to this. I think you have a surplus of £6 or £7, out of which we thought these arrears might be 
paid. If you approve of this, he will therefore need a cheque for £18, but I think the £15 for the ½ 
year work should be shown clearly on the receipt. 
The deputation were at Staindrop on Thursday and chose the Bull which was at Raby, and appeared 
to be very well satisfied. I also had the opportunity of seeing your sewerage for which I am much 
obliged. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. 
Richard Airey 
Frost Hall, Keenly 
Allendale 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/807 
April 27th 1901 
J.E. Parker Esq. 
Post Office Buildings 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Middleton Sewerage 
Dear Sir 
Your report on the above has been forwarded to the local committee for consideration. I am 
requested to ask if it would be convenient for you to meet the committee at my office on Thursday 
next (the 2nd May) immediately after the arrival of the 11.30am train, in order to discuss the merits 
of your various schemes. If so, and you will kindly let me know by return post, I will arrange a 
meeting. 
Yours faithfully  
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. the next train arrives about 2pm if this should suit you better.  
J.S. H. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/808 
May 7th 1901 

4th May – 11th MayRaby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 70.0.9  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry […] 1.16.8  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 2.14.0  

Building and Repairs Account Riggside 0.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 2.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 23.8.4  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 4.11.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 18.3.9  

Plantation Account 23.5.4  

  146.9.10 

Accounts   

M.& T Wearmouth Stone Building account 5.11.9  

Dryden and Parker Lime building account 0.17.4   

N. E Railway Company Coal (yard) Building account 0.13.7  

J. C. Barker Teamwork Fencing and Hedging account 0.18.0  

A. J.[ Danck] [Lunch etc.] Management  0.19.2  



Co-operative Society Linoleum (office) 3.6.0  

Jno Coltman Trap (Rent day) 0.11.0  

Jno Coltman Team work Building account 0.16.6  

Thomas Allinson [Cramp] 0.13.6  

Post Office Stamps Management 1.0.0  

William Nixon Farm Free Rent Lane Head £0.9.0   

                                                          [Bowron]  £0.3.0       

                                                           Forster £0.0.4 0.12.4 15.15.2 

Total for Estate  162.5.0 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 14.16.4  

J. C. Barker’s account for Leading Moorstakers 3.12.0 18.8.4 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 15.12.11  

William Coatsworth 1 year rent [Hudershope] due 6 April 1901 1.10.0  

Jno. Bowron 1 years rent [Hudershope] due 6 April 1901 1.0.0  

Mary Longmoire 1 years rent [Hudershope] due 6 April 1901 1.10.0  

Robert Coatsworth 1 years rent Stable Edge due 6 April 1901 2.0.0 21.12.0 

  202.6.3 

James S. Hyslop  May 7th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/809-810  
Middleton  
May 14th 1901 
 
Gentlemen  
In accordance  with the request of the Council, the Middleton Committee has considered the report 
of Mr J. E. Parker as to the Treatment of Middleton Sewage and beg to respectfully submit the 
following report. 
Mr Parker submitted three different methods of dealing with the sewage viz. 
1 By Double contact Bacteria Beds with Subsistence Tanks, which he estimates would cost about 
£830. 
2 By Septic Tank and Filters, costing about £950. 
3 Biological Treatment by Tanks and Distributors which would cost about £540. 
The committee thought it advisable to ask the Engineer to meet them in order that he might explain 
in detail the several systems. 
At this interview he very strongly advised the adoption of Number3 system, as being the cheapest in 
initial cost, and also, because, so far as his knowledge went, the results had been very satisfactory. 
He suggested that in order to satisfy ourselves by seeing the actual working of the scheme a small 
committee might be appointed to visit the installation at Bristol, which he would be glad to 
accompany on payment of his out of pocket expenses, but this we leave for your consideration, 
merely adding that in a letter of the 9th inst. Mr Parker says “From what I can learn on all sides I have 
every confidence in recommending the system without a visit to Bristol.”  
As by this system the sewage after passing through the Tank is distributed by means of perforated 
iron plates, which allows it to fall Drop by Drop upon the filtering material below and as these plates 
are expensive, the committee was doubtful as to their durability, and therefore asked Mr parker to 
inquire, to which he replied that there are “no signs of wear or corrosion after three years and that 
they would probably last at least 20 years.”  
Under all these circumstances the committee are unanimously in favour of the adoption of Number 
3 System. 



With regard to the method of payment, viz.by special rate or borrowing the money the committee 
think that in the event of the Council approving the above recommendation  the question of 
payment  should be referred to a Ratepayers meeting to be called for the purpose. 
The Barnard Castle District Council. 
 
[page 811 is blank] 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/812-813  
June 5th 1901 
 

1st June – 8th June Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 56.15.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 2.4.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 2.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 29.1.4  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 4.12.6  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 18.11.6  

Plantation Account 20.16.8  

  164.1.0 

Accounts   

M.& T Wearmouth Stone Building account 6.7.9  

Dryden and Parker Lime building account 2.8.9   

N. E Railway Company carriage Building account 0.1.9  

Poor Rate Middleton Township   

Estate Cleveland Cottages £25 @ 14d = £1.9.2   

Raby Cottages £11.15.0@14d - £0.13.9   

Workshops etc. £18.10.0 @ 14d = £1.1.7   

Town Hall £16.10.0 @ 14d = £0.19.3   

                                                                                                       £4.3.9   

Plantations £30.0.0 @ 14d = £1.15.0 5.18.9  

Newbiggin Township   

Plantations £30.10.0.@ 8d =  1.0.4  

Forest and Frith   

Plantations and Rooms at High Force £107.0.0 @10d                                                            4.9.2 11.8.3 

Donation to Newbiggin School due May 31st 1901 7.10.0 7.10.0 

Total for Estate  191.17.6 

Captain Hunter   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 114.16.4  

Poor Rate (Forest) £500.0.0 @ 10d = £20.16.8 20.16.8 35.13.0 

  227.10.6 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Game Account as per Pay Sheet 16.11.3  

Poor Rate Middleton Township   

Sporting Rights £500.0.0 @14d = £29.3.4   

Sporting Rights £34.0.0 @ 14d = £1.19.8   

Watchers Cottage (Lodge Sike} £2.10.0 @ 14d = £0.2.11 31.5.11  

Newbiggin Township   

Sporting Rights Stable Edge £1.10.0.@ 8d = £0.1.0   

Pike Law £200.0.0 @ 8d = £6.13.4   

Broadly Gate £10.0.0 @ = £0.6.8  7.1.0  



Forest and Frith   

Sporting Rights £300.0.0 @ 10 = £12.10.0 12.10.0 67.8.2 

  £294.18.8 

Foreign Account   

R. Spence and Company 2.19.2  

Thomas James 3.10.0  

Kent and Brydon 11.17.2  

  £18.6.4 

James S. Hyslop  June 5th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/814-815  
June 24th 1901 
A. T. Winship Esq. 
 Newcastle 
Green Hurth Ore 
 
Dear Sir 
I am in receipt of your letter of 22nd inst stating you intend to make an early sale of Green Hurth Ore. 
Of course it is thoroughly understood that in accordance with the arrangement made on Friday last, 
you will give me the 10 days previous written notice of the date upon which you propose and intend 
to weigh and lift the parcel. 
It is not really necessary for you to give me notice of your intention to sell a parcel unless you can at 
the same time fix the date of lifting, which must not be less than 10 days after receipt of such notice. 
I enclose copy of the clause in the lease which deals with this matter, which may perhaps be useful 
to you, and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
Copy of the Clause relating to the lifting at Green Hurth Mine 
And shall and will before any Lead, Iron Barytes or other ore etc. shall be weighed, removed or taken 
from off the said […..] premises give or cause to be given at least 10 days previous notice in writing 
to the said Lessor or his Agent appointed in such behalf of the day and time, or days and times he 
the said Lessee intends to weigh such Lead, iron barytes etc. and thereupon it shall be lawful for the 
said Lessor or his agent or agents to be present and see the said ore weighed etc. But in case the 
said Lessor or his agent, on such notice being given as aforesaid shall not at the time or times 
expressed in such notice attend to see the said Lead ore etc. weighed, it shall be lawful for the said 
Lessee to take away the said Lead ore etc. having first weighed or caused the same to be weighed in 
the presence of one or more credible witness or witnesses etc. etc.       
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/816  
June 26th 1901 
Mr John Forster 
Middleton  
  
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
1901 
February to 19 to sawing 243 feet Larch at 3/- per foot = £0.7.3 
March 28th to April 19th to sawing 669 feet Larch at 3/- per foot = £1.0.1 
April 26th to May 1st to sawing 2232 feet timber for Lord Strathmore at 3/- per foot = £3.7.0 
Total = £4.14.4 
 



Dear Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand you account for sawing. Anytime before Saturday will do, so that I can get it 
paid into the bank on that day. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/817  
June 29th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to inform you that the following Donations (if continued) become due this pay viz. 
Foresters Club £2.0.0 
Miners Refuge Friendly Society £2.0.0 
Miners Friendly Society £2.0.0 
[Druids] Club Middleton 10/- 
[Druids] Club High Force 10/- 
Middleton Agricultural Society £5.0.0 
Middleton Flower Show £1.0.0 
Middleton Mechanics Institute £5.0.0 
Egglestone Agricultural Show £2.0.0 
Langdon Beck Agricultural Show £2.0.0 
I enclose last year’s Balance Sheets for all except the last two which I have not yet got, but will 
forward on receipt. 
I am requested by the several parties th convey through, their thanks to his Lordship for his kindly 
support and hope to receive a continuation of the same. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/818  
June 29th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
I beg to ask if it will be right for me to include Mr Clutterbuck’s annual Donation towards Middleton 
Castle Show (£5.0.0) in next pay account and also Langdon Beck (£1.0.0) and remain  
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/819  
June 29th 1901 
Middleton 
Union Buildings 
 
Mr John Dent  
Union Buildings 
Dear Sir 
The committee for the management of the above property have received a letter from the other 
tenants complaining of the conduct of your housekeeper Mrs Teward, and among other things state 



that she has destroyed bushes and flowers by pouring hot water upon them. As we have had several 
complaints about this person, we are obliged to inform you that unless the nuisance is removed at 
once we shall have to give you notice to quit the premises, but trust you will take the steps to 
prevent this being necessary. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
Chairman  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/820  
July 3rd 1901 
  

29th June – 6th July Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 95.18.8  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry [sawing] 0.3.4  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 5.12.0  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 3.9.4  

Estate Maintenance Account 2.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 17.3.6  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 2.5.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 15.16.0  

Plantation Account 31.17.8  

  174.5.6 

Accounts   

M.& T Wearmouth Stone Building account 5.9.0  

Dryden and Parker Lime building account 19.15.10   

N. E Railway Company carriage Building account 0.1.4  

J. C. Barker Lime Building Account 11.18.0  

J. Staley Lime Building Account 12.12.0  

Jos. Parnaby (Horse hire) Building Account 5.3.3  

Jno Coltman (Leading Materials) Building account 1.16.10 56.16.3 

Total for Raby account  231.1.9 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 14.16.4  

Jno Nixon’s bill for cleaning (1year) 5.0.0  

J. C. Barker’s account for coals to Watcher’s Cottage 2.4.3 22.0.7 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 15.10.5  

F. W. Walton Saddler 2.0.8 17.11.1 

  £270.13.5 

Foreign Accounts   

R. Spence and Company 13.7.0  

Ord and Maddison 6.12.10  

Hutchinson Brothers 28.15.6  

Thomas James 22.8.0  

James Dodds 1.2.6  

T. B. Winter and Sons 13.3.0 85.8.10 

James S. Hyslop  July 3rd 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/821  
July 6th 1901 



 
Dryden Parker 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To ½ years Back Rent due for Lady Day 1900 to[ Martins] 1900 £2.10.0. = 100 tons Lime @ 6d per ton 
= £2.10.0 
To Lime Burnt from 12th October 1900 to [31st] June 1901 = 285 tons @ 6d per ton = £7.2.6 
Total £9.12.6  
 
 NEIMME/ZE/4/822  
July 8th 1901 
 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
To Lord Barnard Dr, 
 
To Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes [Barites] sent away from Cow Green Mines during ½ year 
ending 30th June 1901 viz  
Quantity sent away in tons and cwts. 
During the month of January 1901 226 tons 18cwt 
During the month of February 1901 151 tons 2cwt 
 During the month of March 1901 290 tons 6cwt 
During the month of April 1901 285 tons 16 cwt 
During the month of June 1901 372 tons 13 cwt 
During the month of July 1901 242 tons 15 cwt 
Total 1579 tons 13 cwt @6d = £39.9.10 
 
July 8th 1901 
J. C. Rollin 
Newcastle on Tyne 
Cow Green Dues 
 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty Account for Dues to Barytes delivered from Cow Green during ½ 
year ending 30th June 1901 which I trust you will find correct. Kindly forward cheque for the same to 
H. L. Fife Esq. Staindrop in due course and oblige. 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/823 
Middleton  
Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
To J. S. Hyslop Dr. 
 
To Leading 16 tons 12 cwt cuttings from Green Hurth Mine to Middleton Station during May 1901 at 
7/6 per ton = £6.4.5 
To screening 16 tons 12 cwt of cuttings at Mine at 1/- = £0.16.7 
Total £7.1.0 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/824  
July 13th 1901 
J. E Parker Esq 



Newcastle  
Middleton Sewage 
 
Dear Sir 
I presume your representative would inform you of the results of Wednesday’s meeting. We 
understood from him that the Tenders ( of which there were four) did not include the cost of 
providing metal distributers and expenses connected therewith, nor the cost of providing and fixing 
a pump for emptying the Tanks if necessary. As in a matter of this kind it is important that we should 
have full information with regard to the expense, the Council thought it best to remit the matter of 
plans, specifications and Tenders to the local Committee, in order that we might inspect the same 
and you would be able to supply us in the meantime with the actual cost of the Distributaries and 
Pump. I made an arrangement with your assistant to have a tracing and copies of the above as early 
as possible, and shall be glad to hear from you at your convenience. 
So far as I had the opportunity of seeing the plan on Wednesday I was very much pleased with it, 
and hope the total expense will not exceed the figures you gave before. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/825  
July 15th 1901 
A.T. Winship Esq 
Newcastle  
 
Dear Sir 
In accordance with your letter of the 5th inst. I went to Green Hurth Mine today expecting you had 
made arrangements to lift the parcel of ore which has been sold by the Green Hurth company, but 
to my surprise found neither carts, men nor boys on the place with the exception of your washing 
master, consequently my time and labor [labour] was wasted. During a 15 years’ experience with 
many companies in Teesdale in lifting ore, this is the first time I have been misled in this way, and as 
I cannot afford to waste my time for your convenience, I must ask you in fixing another date to 
endeavour to avoid a repetition of the farce today. 
I may also state that I do not consider your notice of the 5th inst as being in accordance with the 
lease (copy of which I sent you) and until such legal notice is given you will of course lift any ore at 
your own responsibility. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/826  
July 15th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
In accordance with an arrangement made with Mr Winship I went to Green Hurth Mine today to lift 
the parcel of Green Hurth ore, but found neither carts, men nor boys on the place ( except the 
washing master) consequently my time and trouble have been wasted. I have written to Mr Winship 
on the matter. 
I shall finish tracing of Coldberry property tonight and send it by the noon post tomorrow. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/827  
July 15th 1901 
- Valentine Esq 
[War……] 
“Sleepers” 
 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged by your wire of this date. If you can get me the 50 sleepers delivered at Middleton 
within a week, I shall be glad to have them forwarded. You do not state the price, but as I would […] 
good I am willing to pay a little more than the [advisory] price of old sleepers, and will […] it so […] to 
put them in as reasonably as possible. Perhaps you will kindly drop me a line as to the probability of 
your being able to oblige me in this [case] 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/828  
July 16th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
Mrs Todd’s property 
 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you tracing of Mrs Todd’s property at Coldberry and Broadley Gate, the area 
of which is as follows  
Coldberry Allotment 614a 3[.] 25[.] 
Elphatory Allotment 32a 1[.] 22[.] 
Broadley Gate Farm 506a 3[.] 3[.] 
Total 1154a 0[.] 20[.] 
The area of Club Gill Allotment is 46a 2[.] 17[.], and I think it would be much better if you could get it 
along with the rest, as I understand it is not let to Jno Watson with his farm although I cannot 
ascertain what he pays for it. Wearmouth pays £18 for the allotment at Coldberry (57acres) and as 
Clubgill lays lower, it is probably worth as much, but considering the state of the wall at Flushinmere 
and that between Bates Allotment and Blea Gill Allotment (which is practically down) they might 
possibly throw Club Gill in to close the bargain at the figure you named. Trusting the tracing will 
meet your requirements, I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. The crops are cutting off very light in Teesdale, not more than ½ a crop. Most of the men are off 
work gathering in hay. I note you will be in Teesdale next Thursday. J.S.H.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/829  
July 16th 1901 
Mr John Robinson 
Middle End 
 
Dear Sir 
In writing to Mr Fife on Saturday I named the matter you mentioned to me, and in a letter to me 
today he says 



“ In reply to your memorandum of the 13 inst. I should be very glad for Mr John Robinson’s three 
sons to eventually succeed him at middle End, but I trust that Robinson will be there for many years 
yet” 
I hope so too, but send you this, so that you may rest easy on this point. Hoping you are on the way 
of improving I remain 
Yours very truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. I expect Mr Fife at Middleton on Thursday afternoon to stay till Friday, and it is possible we may 
be along your way, in which case we will call. J.S.H.    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/830 
July 16th 1901 
Miss Young 
5 [High….] Gardens 
St Leonard on Sea 
 
Madam 
Absence from home has prevented my replying to your letter sooner. I have much pleasure in 
enclosing a visitor’s fishing leave, which I should be much obliged by your kindly returning to me on 
the termination of your visit. I am sorry to say that owing to the severe drought in this District and 
the low state of the river, fishing is at present practically impossible. 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/831 
July 31st 1901 
 
27 July1901 -3rd August 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 57.16.4  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry […] 1.1.4  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 2.7.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 1.13.4  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 18.8.8  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 1.13.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 7.15.0  

Plantation Account 14.8.8  

  105.3.4 

Accounts   

T. Thompson stamps management 1.0.0   

W. Beavis Gun Game  5.0.0  

T Bell and Son Building 17.4.11  

T. Todd building  8.4.0  

T. Todd Smith Fencing and Hedging 15.10.4  

J.W.Temple Building  9.10.2  

J.W. Temple Fences and Hedges  5.11.0  

J. W. Gargate Building £0.19.1   

J. W. Gargate Fencing and Hedging £5.17.5 6.16.6  

M. and T. Wearmouth Building 3.2.2  

North Eastern Railway Company Building 1.0.10  



Ord and Maddison Building 0.2.3  

E. Tarn Team Work Building £2.16.0   

E. Tarn Team Work Fencing and Hedging £1.1.0 3.17.0  

Jos. Rain Building 4.6.5 80.15.8 

Total for Estate  185.19.0 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 14.16.4  

Jos. Raines account 0.4.9 15.1.1 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 16.11.5 19.18.5 

E. Tarn’s account for Coals 3.17.8 20.9.1 

  £221.9.2 

Foreign Accounts   

Jno. Graham  0.12.10  

Jno. Heslop pipes etc. 42.11.5  

Carson (paint) 7.8.1  

Swales (screen) 1.10.0  

Watson (Timber for Bridge) 12.7.10  

Birch and Company (Paint) 8.4.0  

 £72.14.1  

James S. Hyslop July 31st 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/832 
August 10th 1901 
W. H. Wood Esq. 
Coxhoe Hill  
Coxhoe  
 
Private 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of 8th inst., which illness has prevented my replying to sooner, I beg to say I 
have known James Hope for the last 20 years, and have no hesitation in saying that so far as his 
general abilities go, he is a very suitable man for the position named by you. He has a good 
knowledge of farming operations, and is a first rate man with horses and cattle. He is a neat pen 
man and has a good knowledge of the general working of an estate accounts etc. and the carrying 
out of estate work. He was with his late father for some years on this estate, but without any 
responsibility, so that he scarcely   had a chance of doing much, and got into a rather careless way 
for which I was very sorry. If he is a total abstainer, and will stick to it, you could not have a better 
man, and should you see your way to give him a trial, it might be well to make this a condition of his 
appointment, and as you will see him often, I have no doubt he would do well both for you and 
himself. I have told you is only fault – he has never had a fair chance, has never done anything 
radically wrong so far ss I know and I think is worth a trial, and no one would be more pleased to 
hear of his welfare than myself and I remain  
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
      
NEIMME/ZE/4/833 
August 19th 1901 
Reverend H. Jennings  
[Startford]  
 



“Inspector of Nuisances” 
Dear sir 
It has occurred to me that it might be advisable, if you could make it convenient, for you to have a 
talk with Mr Bainbridge respecting the appointment of an Inspector of Nuisances, previous to the 
meeting on Wednesday. I think that with a properly qualified man, not exceeding say 40 years of 
age, the present arrangement ought to work satisfactorily and more economically than any other 
way for both sides, as a young member of the Council, I think that older members should take a 
more [prominent] part in the matter than myself. Apologising for [    ] troubling you I remain 
Yours faithfully 
J. S. Hyslop  
         
NEIMME/ZE/4/834 
August 28th 1901 
 
24th August 1901 -31st August 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 79.13.0  

Building and Repairs Account Donations 7.7.8  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 6.5.8  

Estate Maintenance Account 8.14.10  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 21.18.4  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 3.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 5.19.0  

Plantation Account 15.17.10  

  145.16.4 

Accounts   

J. C. Barker  fencing and Hedging 0.19.0   

J. C. Barker estate maintenance £2.18.0   

J. C. Barker Buildings £0.14 0 3.12.0  

J. C. Barker estate maintenance  1.4.0  

North Eastern Railway Company Building 0.2.8  

Dryden Parker building 0.5.2  

G. B. Richardson Game 0.2.0  

T and M Wearmouth building 7.18.2 14.3.0 

Total for Estate  162.19.4 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 19.0.4 19.0.4 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 18.7.5 19.18.5 

Subscription to Middleton Agricultural Show 5.0.0  

Subscription to Langdon Beck Agricultural Show 10.0.  

Game License (Dickson) and 4 Game Licenses 4.0.0  

  28.7.5 

  210.7.1 

Foreign Accounts   

H. Down Building 14.14.3  

Hutchinson Brothers building 9.0.0  

Spence and Company Building 28.0.11  

J. W. Watson Building 26.10.10  

 £77.16.0.1  



James S. Hyslop August 28th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/835 
September 2nd 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir  
On referring to my Books I find that the Kitchen Range was fixed at Cow Green Cottage about the 
10th December last, and Watson went into Cottage shortly after. The last work we did there was 
during pay ending   12th January 1901. 
Mary Watson (Mill Newbiggin) rent from Lady Day 1901 will be £16 per year instead of £15.4.8. 
I have received an invitation to accompany a party to Cockle Park Farm on Tuesday next, and with 
your permission propose to do so. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. Mr Clutterbuck’s bag at Middleton End today has been 486 ½ Brace which is very satisfactory. 
He shoots Pike Law tomorrow. 
J.S.H. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/836-837 
September 5th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I am informed that the Races are arranging for the sale of furniture, stock, Hay and eatage at the 
above farm to be held about the 20th September, and I have been asked if any of the Hay would be 
allowed to be sold off the premises. I said it was against the rules and could not be done without 
your permission, but that I would communicate with you on the matter. There will be about 22 Tons, 
and I should have thought that if George Race intends to farm the place, he would have requested 
the lot, especially in the face of a light crop. I shall be glad to receive your instructions at your 
earliest convenience. In the case of Watson (Revellin) the arrangement was 3/- for every pounds 
worth of Hay sold off the place.   
[next few  lines very indistinct] 
[will …. I take it that the Trustees of the ….. up to Lady Day 1902 about which date …] 
will receive the Back rent, and George Race’s tenancy will commence. How does the fact of their 
having the sale at this time of year affect us, so far as our [….] for the money is concerned. The rent 
is £25.10.0.per year (exclusive of the Tithe about 7/- per year) and under ordinary circumstances 
they would pay the ½ years rent due last Ladys Day, at our next rent audit, leaving a year’s rent 
payable on April 6th 1902, about which time the sale would have taken place and the rent be 
collected. 
I understand Joseph Tarn’s sale of Hay and eatage will probably be on the same day as Race’s and 
the question of selling hay off and rent will also apply. I think from what I have heard that Tarn will 
formally give the place up, but I presume you will hear from him in good time. His rent is £13.0.0 per 
year. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. Mr Clutterbucks Bag at Pike Law yesterday was 246 Brace. 
    
NEIMME/ZE/4/838 



September 13th 1901 
 
“Ash Gill Head Farm” 
Dear Sir 
Will you please inform me who are your late father’s executors. I see every thing had to be sold at 
Ash Gill Head, and as I am responsible to Mr Fife for the due collecting of rent, for which the 
executors are liable (under the present arrangements) up to the 6th April next, some arrangement 
must be previous to the sale for the payment of all rent due up to that date on the sale day. 
With regard to the hay being sold off, I am instructed to say that Mr Fife is willing for you to do so on 
the usual conditions, viz the payment of three shillings for every pounds worth of Hay sold off the 
premises. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/839 
September 13th 1901 
J. E. Parker Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Middleton Sewage 
Dear Sir 
Your letter of 8th inst. only reached me on Monday having gone to Staindrop in error, and I have 
delayed replying until after the meeting of our committee to when I received the letter. We have 
decided to appoint clerk of works, and applications have to be in on Tuesday next, when the 
appointment is to be made. 
I do not think that any serious alteration in the water supply at Middleton will be required. 
I presume yourself to be in Middleton shortly to set the sewage work out when I hope to see you. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
                                          
NEIMME/ZE/4/840 
September 13th 1901 
J. E. Parker Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Middleton Sewage 
Dear Sir 
Your letter of 8th inst.only reached me on Monday having gone to Staindrop in error, and I have 
delayed replying until after the meeting of our committee to when I received the letter. We have 
decided to appoint clerk of works, and applications have to be in on Tuesday next, when the 
appointment is to be made. 
I do not think that any serious alteration in the water supply at Middleton will be required. 
I presume yourself to be in Middleton shortly to set the sewage work out when I hope to see you. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/841 
September 14th 1901 
Mr Joseph Tarn 
Scargill 
Rough Rigg Farm 



 
Dear Sir 
I see you propose to sell everything on the premises at Rough Rigg on Friday next, and as I am 
responsible for the due collection of the rent due up to 6th April next, I must ask you either to pay me 
the said rent on the sale day or previous to the sale day, to give me some satisfactory guarantee for 
its paymentin due course. Of course you understand in making this request I do so for my own 
security and as a simple matter of business, and as the money is only to pay once the first way would 
be the moat satisfactory to both parties. 
With regard to selling Hay off the premises I am sorry I cannot give you permission, but I understand 
you were going to see Mr Fife on the point. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop     
                                       
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/842 
September 23rd1901 
Middleton  
Sir  
I am requested by the Parochial Committee of the Barnard Castle District to send yoy the enclosed 
account for damage done to the sewerage field Middleton by your allowing your horses to trespass  
to the said field, and to ask for payment  forthwith – failing which further proceedings will be taken. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
Chairman   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/842 
September 23rd1901 
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
Mr Matthew [Blacklin] 
Middleton in Teesdale 
To Barnard Castle District Council Dr 
 
To damage done to [Fog] field at Sewerage Field Middleton by horses trespassing therein £0.10.0 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/843 
September 23rd1901 
 
 
21st September 1901 -28th September 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 92.15.4  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 4.0.8  

Estate Maintenance Account 3.18.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 22.9.8  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 1.7.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 5.0.4  

Plantation Account 28.16.8  

  160.19.8 

Accounts   

Mary Stobbart (office cleaning) management 3.0.0   



John Coltman Buildings 1.5.6  

Ord and Maddison Buildings 0.4.6  

T and M Wearmouth buildings 9.0.0  

Dryden Parker building 1.14.5 15.4.5 

Special Sewage Rate Middleton   

Estate Cleveland Cottage£25 @ 1/- = £1.5.0    

Raby Cottage £11.15.0 @1/- = £0.11.9   

Workshops etc. £16.10.0 @1/- = £0.18.6   

Town Hall £16.10.0. @ 1/- = £0.16 6                             £3.11.9   

Plantation £30.0.0 @3d = £0.7.6                                    £0.7.6 3.19.3 3.19.3 

Total for Estate  180.3.4 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 15.14.4  

Flags as per account 0.3.0 15.17.4 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 17.13.5  

Co-op Society for flags 0.12.6  

Lord Barnard for Bowes 4.8.9  

Special Rate Sporting Rights £500 @ 1/- = £25.0.0   

                        Sporting Rights £34 @ 1/- = £1.14.0   

                        Watchers Cottage 2/10 @ 1/- = £0.2.6 26.16.6 49.11.2 

Foreign Accounts   

  £245.11.10 

Mr Graham Paint etc £11.7.0  

James S. Hyslop September 24th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/844 
September 28th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
 
Sir 
I received cheques last night on my return home for which I am obliged. 
We have got the new basin and flush put in at Forest Vicarage and it will be a great improvement on 
the old arrangement, and I hope will prove satisfactory. 
In today’s post I send you copy of the Stockton and Darlington Times with report of the meeting on 
[Sa………] Wednesday. A great deal of time was wasted at the beginning of the meeting and I was 
obliged to leave to catch my train before the rating question came on, but previous to my leaving I 
saw Mr Gibson, who informed me that the Assessment Committee had received several tenders 
from professional gentlemen which would amount to about £130 for the work. Then they had an 
offer from Mr Birkett (I think) and a gentleman from Bishop Auckland (a joiner) to do it for about 
£40, and the committee had decided to accept this offer, Mr B.[Birkett] to value the land and the 
joiner to value the castle. I told Mr Gibson I thought the thing was a complete farce, and I hoped the 
meeting would reject the recommendation, which they did. I also had a talk with Mr Oxley, who I see 
was dead against it. I told him I did not think His Lordship would object to pay a fair and reasonable 
valuation, but I thought such valuations could be arrived at without entailing such extra expense.  
A small committee of independent men (members of the Council) was suggested, (for instance Mr 
[Ralston], Mr York and Mr Summerson) to put a valuation on which might be satisfactory to both 
sides. I do not know whether this could be done, but I should like to hear your opinion on the 
matter. 
I remain  
Your obedient servant  



James S. Hyslop 
        
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/846 
October 23rd 1901  
 
19th October 1901 -26th October 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 101.6.2  

Building and Repairs Churches and Schools 1.2.0  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 1.10.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 3.17.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 25.12.6  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 0.3.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 7.13.2  

Plantation Account 29.10.8  

  173.14.6 

Accounts   

Thomas Todd smith Building Account £9.0.0   

Thomas Todd, smith Fencing and Hedges account £5.0.7  14.0.7  

J. W. Temple, smith, Building Account £7.10.0   

J. W. Temple, smith Fencing and Hedges account £5.13.8 13.3.8  

T Bell and Sons, plumber Building account £16.7.19   

T Bell and Sons, plumber Churches and Schools account £3.7.6 19.15.4  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account £2.0.6   

Dryden and Parker, Lime, fencing and Hedging account £0.13.6   

Dryden and Parker, Lime for Mrs Heward (manure) 7.10.0 10.4.0 

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 10.17.7  

Susan Staley, Lime Building account 9.2.0  

North Eastern Railway, Coals Management account  0.18.6  

T. Thompson, Stamps, management account  1.0.0  

Ord and Maddison, Chippings, Building account 0.2.3 79.3.11 

Total for Estate  252.18.5 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet (ordinary) 16.14.0  

Wages as per Pay sheet (drivers) 86.0.2 102.14.2 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 18.9.5 18.9.5 

Foreign account   

P. Spence and Company (nails galvanizes pipes etc) building acc.  10.0.5  

Hutchinson Brothers (2” sanitary pipes) Building account 7.5.10  

W Watson (setting saw) Building account 0.15.0  

Jas. Dodds Management account 0.12.0  

 18.13.3  

James S. Hyslop October 23rd 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/847-848 
November 8th 1901 
 
It is the Upper Teesdale Plantation accounts for the year ending October 31st 1901.  



Receipts 
It shows the timber received at the yard during the year.  
2984 feet of Spruce @ 6d = £74.12.0 
1100 feet Scotch Pine @6d = £27.10.0  
540 feet Larch @1/- = £27.0.0 
42 feet Ash @1/- = £2.2.0 
13 feet Beech @9d = £9.9.0 
10 feet Sycamore @1/- = £0.10.0 
Total £132.3.9 
 
Prices are also given for fencing posts, wall top posts, posts for partitions, gate posts and other 
items. Sundry Firewood sales (£3.9.0), Timber sold to Jno Forster (£17.10.0) Timber sold to Ord and 
Maddison £6.0.0 and Mr Clutterbuck £1.3.5 Total £328.17.6 
 
Expenditure on wages for the year was £306.4.2 
The balance was £22.13.4   signed James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/849 
November 12th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
As I was away all day yesterday I had not an opportunity of seeing Miss Tarn, but I have now seen 
her this morning. She says she is willing to take £24 for the pony as the lowest price, and I 
understood she has written to you to that effect. The pony seems to suit her [turn], and as she does 
not see how she is going to replace it for money this makes her easy about selling. She appears 
surprized about the swelling, and cannot think it can be anything serious but she prefers to take the 
risk of keeping it, unless she can get her price. Under these circumstances it is for her to decide. I 
think the pony is undoubtedly quiet and only wants using, but I should be sorry for it to go wrong 
with you. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
P.S. encloses I have your statement of timber used for fencing and hedging during last year. I am 
busy with stocks which I hope to send you in a few days. J. S. H.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/850-851 
November 16th 1901 
 
16th Novemberr 1901 -22nd November 1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 93.5.4  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 2.13.2  

Estate Maintenance Account 2.0.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 17.3.8  

Estate Maintenance Account drains 0.18.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 11.8.4  

Plantation Account 20.11.0  

  147.19.6 

Accounts   



Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account  1.10.3  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 10.5.8  

Ord and Maddison, Chippings Building account 0.2.3  

North Eastern Railway, Coals Management account  0.19.0  

Jno. Coltman, trap hire Management 0.11.0  

Jno. Coltmn, Team work, Management£0.1.0, Fencing and 
Hedging, £0.5.6, Building £0.10.0 

0.17.6  

A. J. Dunk, Lunches (Rent Day) Management  0.15.0 15.0.8 

Total for Estate  163.0.2 

Middleton Township Poor Rate and Lighting Rate    

Estate    

Town Hall Poor Rate £0.19.3 Lighting £0.2.0 ½  1.1.3 ½   

Workshops Poor Rate £1.1.7 Lighting £0.2.4 1.3.11  

Cleveland Cottage Poor Rate £1.9.2 Lighting £0.3.2 1.12.4  

Raby Cottage Poor Rate £0.13.8 ½ Lighting £0.1.5 0.15.1 ½      

Plantations Poor Rate £1.15.0 Lighting £0.1.3 1.16.3 6.8.11 

Newbiggin Township Poor Rate   

Plantations Poor Rate £1.5.5 1.5.5  

  7.14.4 

Subscriptions Harwood School (Due 30th November 1901) 10.10.0  

Subscriptions Forest School (Due 30th November 1901) 12.10.0  

Subscriptions Newbiggin School (Due 30th November 1901) 7.10.0 30.10.0 

Plantations Poor Rate £1.5.5  201.4.6 

 16.14.0  

Subscriptions Harwood School (Due 30th November 1901) 86.0.2 102.14.2 

Subscriptions Forest School (Due 30th November 1901)   

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 16.4.5 16.4.5 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 20.10.5 18.9.5 

Hy. Bainbridge for Leading Coals Moor [S..y] Road 7.13.4  

Middletown Township, Poor and Lighting Rate    

Sporting Rights Poor Rate £29.3.4 Lighting £3.2.6  =£32.5.10   

Sporting Rights Poor Rate £1.19.8 Lighting £0.4.3=£ 2.3.11    

Watchers Cottage Poor Rate £0.2.11 Lighting 0.0.4=0.3.3 34.13.0  

Newbiggin Township Poor Rate   

Sporting Rights Stable Edge £01.3   

Sporting Rights Broadley Gate £0.8.4   

Sporting Rights Pike law £8.6.8 8.16.3 71.13.[4] 

  289.11.11 

Foreign account   

Jno. Heslop, wire rope 15.4.6  

Jno. Heslop Chimney pots 0.13.0 15.17.6 

Hutchinson Brothers cement 10.14.0 10.14.0 

Walter Ashby Machine Oil 2.2.0 2.2.0 

  28.13.6 

James S. Hyslop November 19th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/852 
November 8th 1901 



 
14th December 1901 -21st  1901 

Raby Estate £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 83.18.0  

Building and Repairs Account Haysheds 3.6.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 3.8.6  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 10.14.4  

Estate Maintenance Account Drainage 2.2.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Land Drainage 9.16.6  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 3.12.0  

Plantation Account 21.1.8  

  137.19.0 

Accounts   

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account  0.11.3  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 6.5.10  

M and T Wearmouth (repair to Quarry Road) Estate Maintenance 5.0.0  

Ord and Maddison, Chippings Building account 0.2.3  

Jno Forster (Fire Bricks etc)   

Post Office stamps, Management 1.0.0  

  15.15.1 

Plantation etc Poor Rate £3.11.4   

Voluntary Rate (Church) £0.6.8 + (School) £0.8.11 =£4.6.11  4.6.11  4.6.11 

Total for Teesdale Estate  158.6.11 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 14.1.4  

Rates Forest and Frith   

Sporting Rights Poor Rate  16.13.4  

  30.14.8 

Voluntary Rates Church £1.11.3 + School £2.1.8 =£3.12.11   

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 20.15.8  

Rates    

Sporting Rights Poor Rate  10.0.0 30.15.8  

Voluntary Rate School £1.5.0 + Church £0.18.9 = £2.3.9   

  219.11.4 

Foreign account   

J. W. Watson 92.4.4  

Dorman Long and Company  23.10.2  

T [Argument] 10.7.3  

  126.1.0 

James S. Hyslop December 17th 1901 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/853 
December 18th 1901 
The Surveyor of Taxes 
Darlington  
 
Dear Sir  
The Combined Townships of Middleton, Newbiggin, Eggleston and Forest and Frith are the owners of 
sundry property in Middleton, the rents of which are applied for the relief of the Poor Rate. This 



property is charged for Income Tax under schedule “A”, and as we are advised that the Income goes 
to the relief of the Rates, we are not liable to pay Tax I shall be obliged if you will kindly forward me 
the necessary forms for appealing for the return of the amount paid during the last three years. 
Yours truly 
For the Committee of Management 
James S. Hyslop, Chairman 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/854 
December 20th 1901 
John Elliott Esq. 
Lead Office 
London  
 
Dear Sir  
When I arranged with Mr [Foskitt] for the Duty Ore from Green Hurth Mine to be sent to your 
Blackton Mill, he kindly said he would supply me with the prices at which the second parcel had 
been sold for at the mines, and agreed to give Lord Barnard the same price for the Duty. As the year 
end is now approaching I beg to ask you for this information at your earliest convenience and 
remain, with the compliments of the season 
Yours faithfully 
J. S. Hyslop 
 
P. S. The following parcels have been sold during the year 
No 1 parcel delivered in April 1901  
No 1 parcel delivered in May 1901 
No 1 parcel delivered in August 1901  
No 1 parcel delivered in  October 1901 
No 1 parcel delivered in November 1901 
To the London Lead Company   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/855 
December 20th 1901 
J. C. Swan Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Green Hurth Duty  
Dear Sir 
I find that we have received, during the current year, a little more Duty Ore from the above Mine 
than the price of Pig Lead during the year will allow according to scale. There is therefore a small 
balance due from Lord Barnard to the Company. For the last 16 yars the Company has always 
supplied me with prices realized for the ore, for Royalty purposes, but this year Mr Winship (for 
some reason which he has refused to tell me), has declined to give me any information, whether 
with your knowledge or not I cannot say. Without such information you will, with your experience, 
easily see that it is impossible for me to work out the exact sum  really due to the Green hurth 
Company. I regret very much the frustration which Mr Winship has been pleased to create in this 
matter, and shall be glad to hear from you at your earliest convenience on the matter 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I have not yet worked the exact quantity out, but the ore in excess will I think be about 2 ½ 
Bingd being the difference between a 1/16th and a 1/14th  taken. J. S. H.        
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/856 
 
[The page cannot be read as it is indistinct} 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/857-858 
December 24th 1901 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Re the late Mr Thomas Beadle 
Sir  
Mr Thomas Beale has died at Holwick Head and as the roads are located on the Yorkshire side of the 
Tees, it will be necessary to bring the body over the bridge to the main road. His representative has 
paid the sum of six pence for this privilege for which I enclose 6 stamps, and also copy of the receipt, 
which I think should be processed. Hoping this will meet your approval I remain. 
Your obedient servant 
 
 
Copy of the receipt Middleton “3rd December 1901 
Received of Mr Richard [Holmes] Beadle the sum of six pence in consideration of being allowed to 
convey the body of the late Thomas Beadle over Lord Barnard’s land between Holwick Head Bridge 
and the main road between Alston and Middleton. 
James S. Hyslop    
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/859 
December 27th 1901 
J. C. Swan Esq. 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Green Hurth Mine 
Dear Sir 
I am obliged by your letter re the above, and shall be glad to hear from you again at your earliest 
convenience. With regard to Black Jack from Willy Hole I find that the average price of Spelter in the 
market during the year is about £17 per Ton which will make the price per Ton of ore sent away 
from mine eleven pounds. I shall be glad to know if this agrees with your figures. The quantity sent 
away during the year is 100 tons 14 cwts.  
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/860 
January 1st 1902 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Royalty Duty on Sulphate  of Barytes [barites] sent away from Cow Green Royalty during the year 
ending 31st December 1901 as follows 
Quantity sent away during the month of  
July 1901 293 tons 16 cwt 
August 1901 298 tons 5 cwt 
September 357 tons 16 cwt 



October 129 tons 12 cwt 
November 345 tons 7 cwt 
December 119 tons 7 cwt 
Total for ½ year 1614 tons 3 cwt @ 6d = £40.7.1 
 
January 1st 1902 
J.C. Rollin Esq 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Cow Green Dues 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty account for Dues on Barytes delivered from Cow Green during ½ 
year ending December 31st 1901, which I trust you will find correct. Kindly forward cheque for same 
to H. L. Fife Esq Staindrop in due course and oblige. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
NEIMME/ZE/4/861 
January 1st 1902 
 
J. S. Willis Esq 
Middleton  
 
Royalty Account 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you statement of account between The London Lead Company and Lord 
Barnard for Royalty Due on Lead ore raised during year ending October 31st 1901. Kindly remit the 
amount to H. L. Fife Esq Staindrop in due course, and with best wishes for a happy New Year to 
yourself and family I remain 
 yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. I will send you account for Duty Ore from Green Hurth in the course of a day or two. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/862 
Messrs The London Lead Company 
To Lord Barnard Dr 
 
To Royalty Due on Lead ore raised in the Manor of Middleton during the year ending October 31sr 
1901 as follows  

Name of Mine Quantity of 
lead ore 
raised bings c 

 Quantity of duty 
Ore 
Bings  c. 

Price per Bing Amount of 
money due 

£ S D 

Little Eggleshope 380. 0 1/16 23  6 2/10/8 60.[3].4 

Wire Gill (top 
workings 

110. 0 1/13 8    3 9/13   2/10/8 21. [?]. 8 

Wire Gill (sump 
workings 

1150.0 1/16 70    7 2/10/8 182. 1 8 

Coldberry  80 .0 1/13 6       1 3/13 2/10/8 15.11.5 

Lodge Sike 16. 0 1/13 1        1  11/13  2/10/8 3.2.4 

Ladies Rake 122.0 1/16 7         5 2/10/8 19.6.0 

Total for Year 1858.0  119     0 11/13  2/10/8 301.14. [?] 

 
 



NEIMME/ZE/4/863 
January 1st 1902 
Messrs The Grasshill and Willy Hole Mining Company  
To Lord Barnard Dr 
 
To Royalty Due on Zinc ore sent from Willy Hole Mine during year ending December 31st 1901 as 
follows 
Number 1 Parcel delivered January 1901 35 tons 4c 
Number 2 parcel delivered June 1901 28 tons 15c 
Number 3 parcel delivered December 190136 tons 14c 
Total 100 tons 14c @11d per ton = £4.12.4 
 
January 1st 1902 
Mr Winship 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Willy Hole Royalty  
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty account for Zinc ore raised by The Grasshill and Willy Hole Mining 
Company at Willy Hole Mine during year ending 31st December 1901. 
I am instructed toask you to forward cheque for the amount to H. L. Fife Esq Staindrop in due course 
and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/865 
January 1st 1902 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Royalty due on Sulphate of Barytes [barites]  
[The rest of this page is very feint and cannot be read] 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/866 
January 3rd 1902 
Messrs The London Lead Company 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Duty ore sent from Green Hurth Mine to Blackton Smelt Mill as follows 
August 8th 1901 1 ton 10cwt at £8.4.1 per ton = £12.6.1 
August 8th 1901 2tons 0cwt at £7.0.0 per ton = £14.0.0 
August 8th 1901 1 ton 10 cwt at £7.1.9 per ton = £10.12.7 
October 18th 1901 1 ton 11cwt at £6.17.0 per ton = £10.12.4 
November 25th 1 ton 10cwt at £6.9.8 per ton = £9.14.6 
Total 8 tons 1 cwt = £57.5.6 
 
Middleton  
January 3rd 1902 
 
Dear Sir 



Herewith I beg to hand you account for Duty Ore from Green Hurth to Blackton Mill during year 
ending 31st December 1901 which I trust you will find correct and remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
J. S.Willis Esq 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/867-868 
January 3rd 1902 
 
Estate Abstract of Number of Men employed and Quantity of Lead Ore etc. raised in each Township 
in the Manor of Middleton with the amount of money due for and during year ending 31st October 
1901  
 

Name of mine Number of men employed Total ore 
bings and 
c  

Total due   
£ S D 

 Getting ore Dead work washers labourers total   

Little Eggleshope 7 1 6 6 20 350 60.3.4 

Wire Gill (top 
workings) 

24 10 12 18 64 110 21.8.8 

Wire Gill (sump 
workings) 

1150 182.18 

Coldberry  0 0 4 0 4 80 15.11.10 

Lodge Sike      16 3.2.4 

Lady Rake (closed 
August 1901) 

6 5 4 4 19 122 19.6.6 

Total for Lead 
Company 

37 16 26 28 107 1858 301.11.2 

  
Remarks:- The London Lead Company Gross Selling Price of Pig Lead during year ending 31st October 
1901 being £12.10.2 per ton or £13.2.8 per further 20 cwts.,making the price and the quantity raised 
at £2.10.8 per bing of Duty Ore. 
 
Bye Mines 
Willy Hole (Swan and Company) Lead no men working 
Willy Hole (Swan and Company) Zinc 100 tons 14 cwt. £4.12.4 due. 
Pike Law J. C. Bell  
[Flushinmear] (Wm. Lee) Barytes [barites] 1 man working 
Cow Green (Rollin) 43 men working £40.7.0 due 
Dirt Pit (Fernean) 2 men working 
Green Hurth 13 men working 
Dryden Parker Limestone Quarry Lime Burnt during ½ year 31st December 1901  account for £2.7.6 
Total amount of Royalty for 1901 is £445.5.9 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/869 
[Mr] Dryden Parker 
Middleton  
 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To 94 tons 18 cwt of Lime Burnt at Skears Limestone Quarry during ½ year ending 31st December 
1901 at 6/- per ton £2.7.6 



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/870 
(Amended account) 
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
To Lord Bernard Dr 
To Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes [barites] sent away from Cow Green Mines during ½ year 
ending 31st December 1901 as follows 
July 1901 283 tons 6cwt 
August 1901 409 tons 1 cwt 
September 1901 346 tons 16 cwt 
October 1901 119 tons 11 cwt 
November 1901 283 tons 4 cwt 
December 1901 115 tons 3 cwt  
Total 1557 tons 1 cwt at 6d = £38.18.6 
The above sent to Mr Rollin, along with daily delivery.  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/871 
H. L. Fife Esq 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
Mr Rollin’s account 
In further reference to the above account I have again seen the Railway Company and got a detailed 
statement of the quantity of Barytes [barites] sent away during ½ year ending 31st December 1901, 
and which I herewith enclose. This shows a total delivery of 1557 tons 1cwt instead of 1614 tons as 
[given] to me before.they explain the difference by saying that several trucks were charged twice 
and afterwards rectified and then omitted to be taken into consideration. 
I have sent Mr Rollin a copy of these figures and an amended account copy of which I enclose. 
Your obedient servant 
James S.Hyslop   
 
(amended account)  
Messrs The Hedworth Barium Company 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
To Lord Bernard Dr 
To Royalty Due on Sulphate of Barytes [barites] sent away from Cow Green Mines during ½ year 
ending 31st December 1901 as follows 
July 1901 283 tons 6cwt 
August 1901 409 tons 1 cwt 
September 1901 346 tons 16 cwt 
October 1901 119 tons 11 cwt 
November 1901 283 tons 4 cwt 
December 1901 115 tons 3 cwt  
Total 1557 tons 1 cwt at 6d = £38.18.6 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/872 
13th January 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq 



Staindrop 
 
Lead Company Royalty 
Sir  
With reference to the above, the arrangement was that the Company  would give the same price for 
the duty as was realized for the Bulk, and my account was made up accordingly, and therefore is 
quite correct. 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter regarding young trees, which will have my best attention.  
I am sorry to say that the recent heavy floods in Harwood have rather seriously damaged the 
foundations of the Bridge near Low End. I went up on Saturday to look [at] it, and have the men on 
today diverting the water so that we may be able to get at the place to repair it. I intend going again 
tomorrow, and it will depend on how we get on as to whether I shall be able to go to Barnard Castle 
on Wednesday, but I will see you if I come. I am doing my best to get the pay sheet forward and 
hope to send them on Wednesday’s noon post. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop    
NEIMME/ZE/4/873 
28th January 1902 
C. Fernean Esq 
Nenthead  
Alston 
 
Dear Sir 
Mr Fife has forwarded to me your letter of 25th inst. on looking over the Mining papers at this office I 
regret to find that the Copy of Lease referred to has unfortunately not been returned to you. I beg to 
send the same by registered post today and trust it will come safely to hand, and hoping that you 
have not been inconvenienced by the oversight. I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S.  Are you likely to be in this neighbourhood soon? If so, I should like to see you for a few minutes. 
Could meet you at Langdon Beck or High Force.   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/874-875 
31st January 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir 
In accordance with your instructions I have seen Thomas Gibson, but I am sorry to say with no 
satisfactory result. I showed him your letter, and asked him when he could pay. At first he was very 
excited, said he would not pay until the regular rent day, when he declared the rent would be 
forthcoming, and that if we took action for immediate payment he would make himself Bankrupt 
and we could do our worst. He did not know anything about the County Court summons, and as I 
understand the next court day is not till March 10th I suppose the summons is not yet served.  
I think the facts are as follows 
1 I believe that Gibson, even if he were willing, cannot raise the money for immediate payment.  
2 I am afraid that he has not much more on the place, if it were sold, than would satisfy the rent.  
3 I think he should have notice in writing either from you, or from me (acting for you) to pay the rent 
within a stated time, say 7 days, after which I think you would be in a position to take any further 
steps in the way of [distrait] which you might deem necessary. I think this should be done before the 
County Court trial (which he is almost sure to lose) as we would have first hold, in case of their 



getting a judgement for the immediate payment of the £20 and costs, which would probably end in 
their seizing his effects. 
The effect of your taking action might possibly cause the other party to withhold the summons at 
least for the present, but I am afraid Gibson cannot extricate himself from the position in which he is 
placed, and will probably go from bad to worse. 
It is a very difficult case, and requires careful handling in order to get our money. I have thought it 
best to lay the matter before you for your consideration and awaiting your further commands I 
remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P.S. Gibson spoke of getting Leonard Gibson to see Fryar and try to induce her to give him time, and 
he would see me again on Saturday. 
       
NEIMME/ZE/4/876 
10 February 1902 
  
8th February 1902 – 15th February 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 64.2.6  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 0.3.0  

Estate Maintenance Account 6.18.8  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 21.19.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Drainage 2.11.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 3.8.4  

Plantation Account 19.8.6 118.11.0 

Land Drainage 21.10.0 21.10.0 

Local  Accounts   

Mrs Nixon Team Work plantations 1.4.0  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account  0.10.5 0.11.3  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Donation  0.18.1 1.8.6  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 2.13.3  

Jno. Thompson (carrier) Building account 0.7.9  

N. E. Railway Building account 1.0.11  

S. [Br…] Plantation account 0.2.6 6.16.11 

  147.0.11 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 10.16.3 10.16.3 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 19.2.5  

T. Dickinson for wheat for birds 0.13.0 19.15.5 

Total   177.12.7  

Foreign account   

Altham and Son Building account 11.6.3  

T. [Argument] Draining account Repairs account 10.10.0  

T. [Argument] Land Drainage 5.17.0  

Birch and Company Building account  8.5.9  

G. [Pot…] building account 3.3.6  

Hunter Plantation account 20.0.0  

 59.2.6  

James S. Hyslop February 10th 1902 



 
NEIMME/ZE/4/877 
11th March 1902 
8th March 1902 – 15th March 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 56.18.2  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry [sawing] 0.18.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 0.6.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 22.7.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Drainage 0.18.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 5.10.4  

 25.19.0  

Plantation Account 112.16.6  

Land Drainage 21.10.9 134.7.3 

Local  Accounts   

Post Office stamps 1.0.0 1.0.00 

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account   1.4.5  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 3.0.6 4.4.11 

Total for Raby Estate  139.12.2 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 11.7.11 11.7.11 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 20.18.3  

Eliz. Tarn for Coals and Leading 4.7.3 25.5.8 

Total   176.5.9  

Foreign account   

Altham and Son Hardware Building account 2.18.0  

T. [Argument] pipes Draining account  5.17.0  

Hutchinson Brothers Building account pipes [….2]  

Merrikin oils etc Building account  22.6.9  

 41.0.11  

James S. Hyslop March 11th 1902 
Plus £6.6.0 to be paid to Wm. Robinson in respect of Lingy Hill Farm (late in the occupation of Matt 
Dowson.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/878 
8th April 1902 
 
5th April 1902 – 12th April 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 77.5.7  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry [sawing] 1.15.0  

Building and Repairs Account Hay Sheds 0.10.6  

Building and Repairs Account [pension] 0.10.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 0.6.0  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 26.6.10  

Estate Maintenance Account Drainage 1.17.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 6.6.0  

Plantation Account 20.16.8 137.3.7 

Land Drainage 18.10.6 18.10.6 



  155.14.1 

Local  Accounts   

N. E. Railway Company carriage Building and repair account 0.9.7   

N. E. Railway Company Coals (office)  Management 1.0.3 1.9.10  

Mary Stobbart Office Cleaning 3.0.0  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account   3.2.11  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 5.0.4  

Jno. Coltman Team work Plantation account 0.9.6   

                                              Fencing and Hedging 0.7.9   

                                              Management 0.1.6    

                                              Estate Maintenance 0.12.0   

                                              Drainage1.1.0    

                                              Building and Repairs 0.10.0 3.1.9 15.14.10 

Total for Raby Estate  171.8.11 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 12.16.4 11.7.11 

Jno. Nixon’s account for Coals and Team Work 21.9.1 34.5.5 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 19.17.5 19.17.5 

Total   225.11.9  

Foreign account   

G. M. Richardson repairs to guns Game  3.15.0  

T. [Argument] tiles Land Drainage account  12.0.0  

J. Heslop wire Fencing and Hedging account 18.4.11  

R. Spence and Company wire netting Plantation account  8.11.3  

 42.11.2  

James S. Hyslop April 8th 1902 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/879 
6th May 1902 
 
3rd May 1902 – 10th May 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 79.8.4  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry [sawing] 1.10.0  

Building and Repairs Account [pension] 1.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 1.9.4  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 38.18.10  

Estate Maintenance Account Draining 0.3.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 8.0.8  

Plantation Account 31.7.8 161.17.10 

Land Drainage 22.10.5 22.10.5 

  184.8.3 

Local  Accounts   

A. J. Dunk (Rent Lunch) Management 0.17.6  

Jno Coltman (Rent Trap) Management 0.11.0  

Wm Nixon Farm Fee Rents Management 0.12.4  

R. W. Raine (slater) Buildings 9.2.6  

Post Office (stamps etc) Management 1.0.0  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account  1.15.7   



Dryden Parker Lime Donation 0.6.3 2.1.10  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 6.9.2  

T. Todd (smith 4 [month’s account] Building account 5.5.0   

T. Todd (smith 4 [month’s account] Fencing and Hedging 15.16.0 21.1.0  

J. W. Temple (smith [4 month’s account]) Building account 5.18.11   

J. W. Temple (smith [4 month’s account]) Fencing and hedging  10.14.6 16.13.5  

Ann Bell and Sons (plumber) Building account 15.17.2  

Forest and Frith Poor Rate Plantation £107@1/- 5.7.0   

Newbiggin Poor Rate Plantation £30.10.0 @10d 1.5.5 1.12.5 80.18.4 

Total for Raby Estate  265.6.7 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 11.4.3  

Forest Poor Rate (Sporting Rights) £500 @1/- 25.0.0 36.4.3 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 15.10.5  

Forest Poor Rate (Sporting Rights) £300 @1/- 15.0.0  

Newbiggin Poor Rate Pike Law £200 @ 10d 8.6.8  

Newbiggin Poor Rate Stable Edge £1.1.10 @10d  0.1.3  

Newbiggin Poor  Rate Broadley Gate £10.0.0 @10d 0.8.4 39.6.8 

Total   340.17.6 

Foreign account none   

James S. Hyslop May 6th 1902 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/880 
1st July 1902 
 
25th June 1902 – 5th July 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 84.0.6  

Building and Repairs Account [pension] 1.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 3.6.4  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 30.17.10  

Estate Maintenance Account Draining 3.17.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 9.9.0  

Plantation Account 19.10.0 162.0.3 

Land Drainage 18.18.9 18.18.9 

  180.19.0 

Local  Accounts   

Post Office Stamps Management Account 1.0.0  

J. W. Walton Building Account 0.7.9  

Jos. [Parnley] Building Account 4.0.6  

Dryden and Parker, Lime, Building account   3.4.5  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 4.11.3  

Co-op Society Building Account £1.4.9   

Co-op Society Plantation Account £0.5.10 1.10.7  

S. Staley Lime Whitewash Building Account £11.0.6   

S. Staley Building Building Account £2.16.0 13.16.6 28.10.0 

  209.10.0 

Captain Hunter   



Wages as per Pay Sheet 11.4.3 11.4.3 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 15.10.5  

T. Dickinson for tools as per enclosed statements 0.8.9 15.19.2 

The following subscriptions were paid on this date last year   

Mechanics Institute 5.0.0  

Old Fellows Club 2.0.0  

Miners’ Refuge Club 2.0.0  

Foresters’ Club 2.0.0  

Middleton Agricultural Show 5.0.0  

Eggleston Agricultural Show 2.0.0  

Langdon Beck Agricultural Show 2.2.0  

Middleton Flower Show 1.0.0  

Druids Club 0.10.0  

James S. Hyslop July 1st 1902 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/881 
12th July 1902 
Raby Estate Office  
Middleton  
12 July 1902 
 
J. C. Rollin 
To Lord Barnard Dr. 
To Royalty on Barytes [barites] delivered from Cow Green Mine during ½ year ending 30th  June 
During the month of January 1902  333Tons 10cwt,  
During the month of February 1902 337tons 5cwt 2 qts 
During the month of March 1902 343 tons 13 cwt 
During the month of April 1902 448 tons 19 cwt 3 qt 
During the month of May 509 tons 18cwt 2qt 
During the month of June 6 tons 9cwt 
Total 1981 tons 15 cwt 3 qt @6d = £49.10.11 
 
12th July 1902 
J. C. Rollin Esq 
Newcastle on Tyne 
Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand your Royalty account for Barytes [barites] delivered during past ½ year, and 
which I trust you will find correct. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/882 
26th July 1902 
T. Forster Brown Esq. 
 
Dear Sir 
In further reply to your letter I am informed that the Blue Bell at Alston is only very inferior at 
present as the Landlord has lost his wife, and the place is therefore carried on under a great 
disadvantage. The Golden Lion is I understand the next best House, and is fairly comfortable as far as 
I can ascertain. Langdon Beck is very comfortable, but will be filled up on the date you name by the 



shooting party, who come there every year. High Force is very poor at present and I am sorry I 
cannot recommend you to stay there. With regard to carriages I am told that fairly good horses and 
carriages can be obtained at Alston, but would make the following suggestion, suppose you come 
through to Newcastle, stay all night there and come on to Alston next morning. I could send a 
carriage and pair of horses through from Middleton the night before, and it would then bring you 
over into Teesdale the following day, calling where-ever you might desire. Arrived at Middleton you 
could get very comfortable quarters either at the Blue Bell or the Cleveland Arms, or we should be 
very glad to entertain you in our quiet way at my house for a few days if you could arrange to stay. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/883 
30th July 1902 
 
26th July 1902 – 2nd August 1902 

 £   s   d £ s d 

Building and Repairs Account 64.19.6  

Building and Repairs Account Sundry sawing 0.7.4  

Building and Repairs Account [pension] 1.0.0  

Building and Repairs Account Churches and Schools 6.4.8  

Estate Maintenance Account Fencing and Hedging 21.8.0  

Estate Maintenance Account (Cow Green Road) 11.4.10  

Plantation Account 18.5.4 123.19.8 

Land Drainage  11.17.3 

  135.7.11 

Local  Accounts   

[J] Barker Lime for Whitewash Building account £10.6.6   

[J] Barker Team Work for Whitewash Building account £0.9.0 10.15.6  

Jno. Coltman Building Account  2.6.9  

Dryden and Parker, Building account   4.19.5  

M and T Wearmouth, stone Building account 3.8.1  

Ord and Maddison chippings, Building account 0.4.1  

E. Tarn Team work Building account 0.14.0 22.7.10 

  157.15.9 

Captain Hunter   

Wages as per Pay Sheet 11.4.3 11.4.3 

T. M. Clutterbuck   

Wages account as per Pay Sheet 16.17.5  

E. Tarn for Coals and Leading 4.9.8 21.7.1 

  £190.7.1 

Foreign Accounts   

Thomas Argument 5.8.9  

Hutchinson Brothers 6.4.0  

[Mc Lauchlin] 4.1,6  

Sayers Heap 10.16.0  

R. Spence and Son 3.5.6  

Altham and Co 4.13.0  

J. Watson  9.19.0  

J. Watson (Lane Head Cottages ) 52.8.4  



James S. Hyslop July 30th 1902 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/884 
30th July 1902 
C. T. Fogg Elliot Esq. 
Raby Castle 
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter re Green Hurth cuttings which shall have my earliest 
attention but as everybody is as present busy with their hay I am afraid it will be a week or two 
before I can get them led. In the meantime I will arrange to have them screened. I think the cheapest 
way will be to send them by train from Middleton Station. 
I have had the men who are leading cuttings for you from Eggleshope to Raby Castle at me for an 
advance of money on account. I find they have led about 31 tons for you up to this date, and as I 
understand you have not yet got sufficient, if you could arrange to let them have about £12 on 
account, it would be a convenience to them as they are all working men. 
Your obedient servant 
J. S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/885 
4th August 1902 
T Forster Brown Esq 
 
Dear Sir  
In reply to your letter, I have spoken to the Landlord of the Blue Bell, who will be glad to reserve you 
a couple of bedrooms on the 13th inst. and John Coltman will be able to supply you a carriage etc. on 
the following day. 
I am sorry to say the Mining prospects in Teesdale are at present at a very low ebb. The London Lead 
Company who, you are aware, have been carrying on operations for so many years, have given their 
Leases up, and will cease work at the end of next October, so that I conclude, so far as Lead Mining is 
concerned, is practically at a standstill. I trust however that we may eventually, find some other 
company willing to take the matter up, as there are doubtless  large deposits of Lead ore not yet 
developed, and which by improved methods of working, might be profitably worked, even at the 
present low price of Lead. The 12 fathom Limestone in Teesdale is to all intents and purposes 
untried, and in many places a valuable section between this Limestone and the Firestone is in the 
same condition. Should you have any friends in this line, who would be likely to speculate I shall be 
glad to give you any information in my power. 
Yours truly  
James S. Hyslop  
          
NEIMME/ZE/4/886 
12th August 1902 
R. Spence and Company 
Richmond 
 
Dear Sir 
A friend of mine is thinking of putting up a Hayshed 45feet long by 15feet wide, and covering it with 
Galvanized Iron Sheets No. 22 Gauge and 9’ 6’’ long. The quantity required will I think be about 
12cwt. His address is Reverend W. H. Philpotts, High Ercall Vicarage, Willington, Salop. I shall be glad 



if you will quote your lowest price for the quantity named, also the necessary ridge, nails, bolts etc 
required for the job. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/886 
12th August 1902 
Messrs T Altham and Sons 
Penrith 
 
Dear Sir 
A friend of mine is thinking of putting up a Hayshed 45feet long by 15feet wide, and covering it with 
Galvanized Iron Sheets No. 22 Gauge and 9’ 6’’ long. The quantity required will I think be about 
12cwt. His address is Reverend W. H. Philpotts, High Ercall Vicarage, Willington, Salop. I shall be glad 
if you will quote your lowest price for the quantity named, also the necessary ridge, nails, bolts etc 
required for the job. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/887 
12th August 1902 
Reverend W. H. Philpotts 
High Ercall Vicarage 
Willington  
Salop 
 
Dear sir 
In reply to your letter of 9inst I buy Galvanized Iron Sheets No. 22 Gauge from Messrs R. Spence and 
Company, Richmond, Yorkshire. and T. Altham and Sons, Penrith, Westmorland. 
Taking a 2 Ton lot the price of the last I bought was £11.10.0 per ton delivered at Middleton Station. 
We are making all our sheds now with a pitched roof instead of circular, which we find as good and 
cheaper in construction. [very small basic drawing] 
For the width you name (viz 15’) 9feet 6’’ sheets would be sufficient and would allow 3’’ or 4’’ 
projection at the […] and for the length (45’) you would require about 12cwts of sheets. 
Galvanized {ridge] in 6ft. lengths is about 1/6 per length. I have written Spence’s people to send you 
a quotation and also Altham. Of course the price in small quantities will be more than as a box in 
consequence of heavier carriage.  I trust you are all well and I remain   
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/888 
18th August 1902 
The Barnard Castle Rural District Council 
 
Gentlmen 
I am instructed by Mr Fife to lay the accompanying plan before you [not enclosed] , with the view of 
asking your permission (if in your opinion such permission is required) for the fixing of two 9 feet 
Gates across the Coldberry Mine Road at points marked A and B on the plan, in order to prevent the 
straying of sheep, horses etc. from the Coldberry Allotment on to the Highway at each end. I may say 
that this Allotment (which has an area of upwards of 600 acres) forms part of the award made in the 
year 1841, and the said road passes through the allotment under the same award. Up to this time 



the allotment has been allowed to remain practically open to […] country, consequently the stock 
has constantly been straying, and this we wish to avoid in future. Of course  the maintenance of the 
proposed Gates would devolve upon Lord Barnard’s Estate. Trusting the matter may meet your 
favourable consideration. 
Your obedient servant 
James S, Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/889 
30th August 1902 
Messrs E. S. Holdsworth and Company 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
Newcastle on Tyne 
 
Green Hurth and Grass Hill Mines 
Dear Sir 
Referring to my interview with your Mr Holdsworth at Green Hurth on Thursday last, I shall be glad if 
you will kindly give your men instructions in drawing the pumps out of the shafts at Green Hurth and 
also the shaft at Grass Hill, to use as much care as possible, so as not to damage the Timbering of the 
shafts and the [waygates], ladders etc. more than can be avoided. By doing so you will greatly oblige. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
                         
NEIMME/ZE/4/890-891 
1st September 1902 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th ult. and in reply I beg to state that the 
arrangements made at Green Hurth on Thursday were definite and I do not think Mr Winship will 
expect anything further. I saw a copy of their Lease when I was there and pointed out to him that 
they were bound to leave the shafts timbered and the ladders etc. in their places to which he 
offered no objection, and the same will I think apply to Grasshill shafts. On Saturday I wrote to the 
purchaser (Messrs Holdsworth and Co.) as follows 

Green Hurth and Grasshill Mines 
“reference to my interview with your Mr Holdsworth at Green Hurth on Thursday last, I shall be glad 
if you will kindly give your men instructions in draining the pumps etc out of the shafts at Green 
Hurth and also the shaft at Grasshill, to use as much care as possible, so as not to damage the 
Timbering of the shafts and the waygates, ladders etc. more than can be avoided. By doing so you 
will oblige etc” 
I have seen the Lead Company man several times respecting the quantities of materials at Coldberry 
and Lady Rake, and he has promised to let me have them, but up to the present he has not done so. 
Of course in this case no pressure can be used but hope to succeed in getting the information if at all 
practicable, I cannot help thinking that the plant at these two places might not be allowed to be 
dismantled and removed. I understand the Company are getting about 50/- per Ton for the old iron 
they are now selling (at Middleton Station). 
I received the cheques etc. on Saturday, but several of the men did not leave their hay to come 
down, consequently I have still some of them to pay, which I hope to do tomorrow or Wednesday 
and will send receipts as early as possible. 
I am sorry you appear dissatisfied with the monthly accounts and the work done by the men, and I 
will endeavour to push them as much as possible. There has been a great deal of broken time during 



the last month, but I hope after this week they will get into regular work again. Last week the whole 
of the men (without the yard) only worked 30 days, and when this is the case work cannot get away 
very fast. Of course the only way to reduce the paysheet is to reduce the number of men, but this is 
difficult to do under the present circumstances of the Dale. I think however at the end of the year, 
after deducting cost of [work] which will pay Interest, our expenses for labour and materials will not 
exceed the £200 per month which we consider as a limit. 
Your obedient servant 
J. S. Hyslop    
 
 NEIMME/ZE/4/892, 895 894 and 896 
3rd September 1902 
A.S. Winship Esq 

1 St. Nicholas Buildings  

Newcastle on Tyne 

 

Dear Sir 

Referring to our conservation at Green Hurth on Thursday last, I cannot help thinking that you are 

under a very serious misunderstanding with regard to Mr Fife’s attitude with regard to yourself 

personally and the Green Hurth Company as a company. I am certain Mr Fife takes the deepest 

interest in the mineral resources of the sale and if properly approached would give every assistance 

to “ bona fido” endeavour  to work the same, which he possibly could. As I said then, it is a thousand 

pities that so good a trial should , after the money which has already been expended, be allowed to 

be abandoned, and I am convinced that if you could form a new company, buy up the present plant 

at a breaking up price (say £300) and begin with a different capital of say a couple of thousand the 

results would be favourable.  I think it is possible that the old Lady Rake vein passes through the 

shaft in [below] that level, and if it does, and could be cut at the lowest random in Green Hurth sike, 

possibly a paying level could be driven in it, and when it arrives at Swan’s shaft, between 30 and 40 

fathoms of lift would be taken off the pumps which would make all the difference with regard to 

working the deposits in the present workings or as an alternative the lowest level at Green Hurth 

could be driven up to Swan’s shaft with the same result as to pumping. This is a much shorter drive 

and might prove some of the other 3 N. and S. veins, which are practically untried and which will 

undoubtedly be found equal to or better than the vein which has already proved so good. 

With regard to the conditions of Lease I have not had an opportunity the matter with Mr Fife and 

cannot therefore say any thing definite, but I would suggest that if something like the following 

terms could be arrived at they might be satisfactory. 

1st Royalty to be paid on price of Lead ore. 

2nd Rate varies from lead under £5 per ton duty 1/27 above water and 1/30 under water to Lead at 

£10 per ton and above duty above water 1/10 and 1/13 under water. 

3rd A small certain rent of say £50 per year which would be deducted from the total amount of 

Royalty due each year […] with amount […] exceed £50. 

 

[the following section is cancelled with the note to see page 896] 

4th That the first two years, whatever ore may be got, the certain rent of £50 only shall be paid to 

Lord Barnard, any surplus of Royalty over the £50 to be expended by the Leasees in making new 

trials. 



5th That whenever the Leaser may (after the [..] 2 years be willing to make any rebate in any year’s 

royalty, […] rebate shall be used and expended in developing the mine together with equal an equal 

sum subscribed by the Lessors. 

The above points which strike me as being reasonable and fair I submit them in confidence. 

If you think any thing  about them I shall be glad to submit them to Mr Fife and arrange a 

meeting between you and him when the whole matter may be discussed, and I remain  

Yours truly  

J. S. Hyslop 

[ amended continuation of letter to  Mr Winship}      

4th That for the first two years, whatever ore may be got, the certain rent of £50 only shall be paid to 

Lord Barnard, any surplus of Royalty over the £50 to be expended by the Leasees in making new 

trials. 

5th That should the Leaser may (after the expiration of the first two years) be prepared to make any 

rebate of Duty , and such rebate shall be used and expended in developing the mine together with 

equal an equal sum subscribed by the Lessors. 

The above are points which strike me as being fair and reasonable. Of course if they are simply 

suggestions on my part and I have no authority to make them to you but if you think anything about 

them,   I submit them in confidence. If you think any thing  about them I shall be glad to name them 

to Mr Fife and arrange a meeting between you and him when the whole matter may be discussed, 

yours truly 

James S. Hyslop  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/895 
2ndSeptember 1902 
H. L. Fife 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
When I saw Mr Winship last week, he seemed to be very sore about Green Hurth and thought you 
had been rather hard with them, and wanted to say that if they had been allowed more time they 
might have pulled themselves around. I told him that so far as Green Hurth was concerned there 
was no question of time [….]. as for Grasshill and Willy Hole was concerned, that Mr Swan had never 
made the least point at working the places since he got the Lease, and that his transactions with you 
had been anything but business-like  
He said he could float a new company at Green Hurth and had been asked by several parties to do 

so. Whether this is true or not I cannot say, but I have written a letter (which I enclose for your 

approval or otherwise) and which is based on something like the lines we spoke of when you were 

here a week or two ago. Should you think it wise to forward it, and will return it to me I will date it 

and post it from here. It may not lead to anything but on the other hand it may induce him or some 

of his friends to take hold of the place again.  

I see Mr Dunk’s sale is [add….] in [..] sold. […] for the 1st week in October. I presume we shall want 

the rent up to next Ladt Day. 

Your obedient servant 

James S. Hyslop  

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/897-898 
12thSeptember 1902 



Messrs W. and W. J. Watson 
Barnard Castle 
 
Dear Sir 
In accordance with instructions received from Mr Fife I beg to hand you two tracings for Mr […] 
Lease of Wire Gill and Eggleshope Mining Sett, and also written description of the Boundaries. 
Trusting this will meet your requirements. I remain 
Yours truly  
James S.  Hyslop 
 
Description of Boundary of Mining Sett proposed to be leased to Mr Fernean [near] Middle End 
 

Beginning at the point in the Boundary line between Lord Barnard and T. Hutchinson Esq. where the 

division wall between the Inner and Outer pasture cuts the said Boundary (and marked A on plan) 

Go in a easterly direction along the said wall to the North East corner of Snaisgill plantation and 

thence along the North Wall of the said plantation to Lodge Sike Road, thence along the said road in 

a Northerly direction to Marl Beck Bridge thence in a Westerly direction along the North side of 

Coldberry Mine Road to its intersection with Hudeshope Beck, thence up the said Beck in a Northerly 

direction to Hudeshope Grains(marked B on plan) thence by a straight line in the same direction to a 

Government [Ordnance] Station (Cr 2141.9) in the Boundary line between Lord Barnard and the 

Ecclesiastical Commissioners, (marked C on accompanying plan), thence in an Easterly direction 

along the said Boundary Line to Long Man Currock , thence in a Southerly and south westerly 

direction along the Boundary Line between Lord Barnard and Timothy Hutchinson Esq. and down 

Little Eggleshope Beck to the point of its Junction with Great Eggleshope Beck near Middle End and 

thence along the said Boundary in a Nort Westerly direction to the point where the division wall 

between the Inner and Outer pasture cuts the said Boundary Line (marked A) where this Boundary 

first began. 

J. S. Hyslop  

September 12th 1902 

Messrs W and W J Watson 

 

NEIMME/ZE/4/899-900 
September 13th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and herewith return Mr Rollin’s letter. Since he 
commenced to work Cow Green in September 1898 he has sent away 11,144 Tons of Barytes 
Barites] and has paid in Royalty £278.11.11. the expenditure on Cow Green Road during this time 
has been as follows 
By Mr Hope up to 31st October 1899 £245.11.0 
By J. S. Hyslop 1st November to 23rd August 1902 £259.16.8 
[Total] £505.7.8 
Less Royalty received £278.11.11 
Deficit £226.15.9 
In accordance with your instructions I have sent Messrs Watson 2 copies of Wire Gill and Eggleshope 
Mining Setts [for] the Leases to Mr Fernean, and if required will meet you at Barnard Castle on 



Wednesday next at any time you fix. It is a District Council meeting day (at 1.30 pm) but I am not 
obliged to attend. Mr [Hodsman] ( who works the Quarries at Limedale) called on Monday last, and 
we walked from High Force, round [High] Force Garth end, and down the river back to the Force and 
viewed the Deposit of Whin rock. There is a splendid [quarry] to be got, with a face of upwards of 
100feet and practically no concern. Of course I told him that I could not do anything in the matter 
except show him the place and anything further he would have to refer to you, but I did not see how 
it was to be worked without a Railway of some kind. It is therefore possible that he may 
communicate with you.  
Mr Foskitt left here on Thursday. He was over at Nenthead on Monday seeing Mr Fernean. 
I was in Harwood on Thursday and went round by Jno. Nixon’s fence. It is very bad and to try to 
repair it seems to be a waste of time and material, but I should like you to see it when you are in the 
dale when you will be able to judge. I beg to return […] Hunt’s letter. 
Your obedient serva 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/901 
September 16th 1902 
 
Memo on question of Certain Rent in Royalty 
Certain Rent say £50 per year paid ½ yearly 
First 10 years working say  
1st years Royalty as calculated by scale say £0.0.0 
2nd  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £20.0.0 
3rd  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £40.0.0 
4th   years Royalty as calculated by scale say £100.0.0 
5th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £150.0.0 
6th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £200.0.0 
7th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £20.0.0 
8th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £0.0.0 
9th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £0.0.0 
10th  years Royalty as calculated by scale say £0.0.0 
 

At end of Total amount 
of royalty for 
year £ 

Certain 
rent paid £ 

Amount of 
[Shorts] £ 

Total 
shorts £ 

Allowane 
for shorts £ 

Balance of 
Shorts £ 

Due to 
Lord 
Barnard £ 

1st year 0 50 50 50 Nil 50 Nil 

2nd year 20 50 30 80 Nil 80 Nil 

3rd year 40 50 10 90 Nil 90 Nil 

4th year 100 50 Nil 90 50 40 Nil 

5th year 150 50 Nil Nil 40 Nil 60 

6th year 200 50 Nil Nil Nil Nil 150 

7th year 20 50 30 30 Nil 30 Nil 

8th year 30 50 20 50 Nil 50 Nil 

9th year 40 50 10 60 Nil 60 Nil 

10th year 200 50 Nil  60 60 Nil 90 

 800 500 150  150  300 

J. S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/902 
October 6th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 



 
Railway extension in Teesdale 
 
Sir 
We had a meeting of the parish Council of Middleton, Newbiggin and Forest on Thursday night the 
2nd inst at which a resolution was passed, copy of which I was requested to send to you and which I 
herewith enclose. I said that it was probable you would be staying at High force all night on Friday . 
and suggested that say 3 o’clock on Saturday  the 11th inst at High Force might be a convenient time 
for them to have an interview with you on the subject, to which they agreed, subject to it suiting 
you. Should it do so I shall be obliged if you will kindly advise me as early as possible, so that I may 
have time to make arrangements for letting them know. 
I think there is nothing new here, since you were at Middleton. The weather has been very bad, but 
everything is going on satisfactory. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/903-905 
October 6th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
In further reference to the meeting respecting the Railway in Teesdale, I beg to before you my 
impression of the meeting  
1st The abundance of minerals in Upper Teesdale viz Whin, Limestone, Iron Ore, Barytes [Barites], 
Lead Ore etc. was beyond doubt. 
2nd That in the absence of a Railway it is impossible for these valuable deposits to be worked to pay. 
The cost of carting to Middleton Station takes away any profit which might be made by a Lessee, 
hence there is no encouragement for the investment of Capital in the Dale. 
3rd The result is that Lord Barnard, as Lord of the Manor, is unable to lease the working of these rich 
mineral deposits, which if properly developed would largely increase the Income derived from the 
Estate. His interests are also indirectly prejudiced by the fact that under present circumstances, the 
Tenants on the Estate and their families are suffering from the scarcity of employment at a 
reasonable distance from their home. This makes it necessary for them to seek work at a distance, 
and as they are away, in many cases, from Monday to Saturday, they have not time to devote that 
amount of care and attention to their small holdings which they would otherwise do and the present 
state of cultivation will eventually suffer. Plenty of Trade and labour also create a better circulation 
of money among the people, and a portion of this extra money would undoubtedly be spent in the 
purchase of cakes, meal etc. to the further improvement of the land. 
4th the vital importance of a railway being thus clear, the position seems to resolve itself into two 
issues viz 
Either to make a railway and thus secure the advantages which would accrue therefore or allow 
matters to drift on as they are which in time will result in the dale becoming a purely agricultural 
country, for which (seeing the very large proportion of poor fell land on the Estate) it is not adapted, 
instead of a rich and prosperous mineral Estate, for which it has every advantage. 
I think there cannot be two opinions as to which is the more preferable. 
That being so, the next question is how can we get a railway? There seem to be the following 
methods. 
1 By asking the North Eastern Railway Company to make a line from Middleton to Langdon Beck, at 
their own expense. 



2 By making a private line by local subscription. 
3 By Lord Barnard making the line. 
4 By Lord Barnard leasing the mineral, the Lessee to make the Line. 
With regard to the 1st I do not think the N. E. R. Company would entertain the idea. 
With regard to the 2nd I feel we could not raise anything like the amount in the District, and the past 
experience of the promoters of the Tees Valley Line from Barnard Castle to Middleton would 
prevent many people from touching it. 
With regard to the 3rd I understand financial difficulties interfere, and with regard to the last which 
practically means Lord Barnard doing it. I don’t think it would answer, as probably 3 or 4 different 
companies would be in the Dale and the building and working of a railway would be very difficult to 
manage satisfactorily. I am afraid there would be too much friction.  
To my mind it appears that by a combination, some satisfactory result might possibly be arrived at. 
Assuming that the N.E.R.Company would refuse to find the money, if the amount required, or 
anything like the amount, could be guaranteed it is possible they might be induced to make the line 
to Langdon Beck. Suppose that Lord Barnard, as being the most interested, could see his way to say 
to the N.E.R.Co. that in addition to his helping them as much as possible with regard to the land, he 
was prepared to invest ten or fifteen thousand pounds, if they would guarantee him say 3 per cent 
for his money. 
Then suppose the Co-operative Society, as the greatest trading concern in the Dale, and intimately 
connected with the material interest of nearly every tenant in Teesdale and who have a share capital 
of nearly £23,000 could be got to follow suit, and offer to invest say £5,000 at a good rate of 
interest, say 4%, I think the Railway Company might consider the matter. [continue] to submit these 
few  herewith remarks for your consideration and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/906 
October 13th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I have just has Mr R. W. Raine of Middleton in the office to ask if it is true that Mr Fernean has given 
up Wire Gill. I told him that to the best of my knowledge he has not yet done so. If he had Mr R. is 
keen on taking hold of the place, and he spoke of asking the Lead Company if they would rent him 
the plant for say a couple of years in order that he might make the trial, but that in the present state 
of affairs, action would have to be prompt so as to stop the further dismantling of the place. I told 
him that the Company could not keep the plant on the spot without an arrangement with you, and 
suggested that he had better see you at Barnard Castle on Wednesday, which he said he would do, if 
it is convenient to you. Even if Mr Fernean holds on, you might be able to do something with regard 
to Coldberry. Raine is in a very good position, and is in touch with moneyed men about Newcastle. 
He said he was ready to try the place for 18 months or 2 years, and saw the risk of losing £500 on the 
venture. I understand they commence pulling down at Eggleshope today and Mr Foskitt is expected 
here on Wednesday. 
Mrs Beecham has not yet been here (11am), but in case she gives up the farm, we can let it to one of 
the Beechams who live just below. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop     
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/907 
October 14th 1902 



George Bainbridge Esq. 
Barnard Castle 
 
Water Supply to Dent Beck etc. 
 
Dear Sir 
I named the question of the above water supply to Mr Fife, and I am instructed to say that he is 
quite willing to allow a supply of surplus water to be taken from the two points suggested viz. the 
old level near Stoney Gill and the spring in the “Stacks pasture” under the usual conditions which I 
understand are  
1 An acknowledgement of six pence per year for each supply under an agreement with the District 
Council. 
2 That the fields through which the supply is taken shall be left with or supplied with a good and 
sufficient supply of water for cattle and other stock. 
3 That as little damage as possible be done to the fields fences etc. and that any claims for damage 
made by the tenants shall be paid by the Council. 
It is also specially reserved that the supply of water known as “Haw well spring” rising at the north 
end of the said pasture, shall not be interfered with or diverted from its present course. 
It would also be noted that the use of the Old level water [be] granted, subject to Lord Barnard’s 
right to use the level should it ever be required for mining purposes. 
Hoping the above may be of satisfaction I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/909-910 
October 14th 1902  
 
Memorandum regarding Dent Bank water supply 
A meeting of the District Committee for Middleton (Messrs Robinson,Raine, Brown, Thompson and 
Hyslop) and a deputation from the […] (Messrs Jno Brown, Richard Dobson and Isaac Tallentire) 
together with the Inspectors was held here at Middletonon the 9th inst. to consider the question of 
water supply to Dent Bank, Breckholm and other places. 
The Inspector submitted a plan showing the following schemes. 
1st From the Town supply at foot of Lane Head Bank to the several places, by means of a Galvanized 
Iron Pipe 
2nd From a spring in The Stacks pasture (own pipes) for supplying Hudegate and thence to 
Breckholm. 
3rd From an old disused level near Stoneygill either with 2” sanitary pipes (all gravitation) or with 
Galvanized Ironpipes to supply dent Bank Cottages. 
The cast of Number 1 was estimated by the Inspector to cost about £115, but seeing that the 
present supply for the Town is already sometimes deficient, the Committee did not think it was wise 
to make any further demands on it. 
The cast on number 2 was estimated at about £50 and the cost of number 3 was estimated at £50 
for Iron pipes and £30 for sanitary pipes.  
It was recommended (that providing the analysis of the two waters proved satisfactory) that number 
2 scheme and number 3 scheme be recommended. 
It was decided that a sample of water from each place be sent to Mr [Stock] for analysis, with a 
request for an early answer.  
It was also decided to recommend that, under the special circumstances of the case, a contribution 
of one third of the cost, be made by the Committee towards the carrying out of the work. 
James S. Hyslop Chairman 



 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/911 
October 20th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I met Mr Fernean at 2.30 on Saturday as instructed, showed him the level at Coldberry where I was 
informed that the Rails were laid and could be got, and then went with him to the mine to look at 
the outside plant. Mr Jon.an Hunt did not come to the office, but Mr Fernean went to his home after 
our return and had a long chat with him. At 7 o’clock I took a man named Grieve (who was a 
woodsman at Coldberry for many years) to see Mr Fernean and he gave him some good information 
both with regard to that mine and also WireGill. Mr Fernean sent a note asking George Lowe to 
meet him in order that he might make definite arrangements with him for engaging him as foreman, 
but he had not put in an appearance when I left at 9.30pm. 
Mr Fernean said he would write you by the noon post today, so I presume you will receive his letter 
tonight.  
I enclose the Lead Company account for cuttings, which has al=ready been paid and remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/912 
October 20th 1902 
18th October        to 25th October 
 

Building and Repairs   £96.12.10  

Building and Repairs Pension   1.0.0  
Estate Maintenance Fencing and Hedging   24.17.8  
Estate Maintenance Cow Green Road   6.2.4  

Plantations    23.9.4 152.2.2 

Land Drainage     11.14.3 

    163.16.5 

Local Accounts 

Mrs Barker Lime Fencing & hedging  0.10.6   

 Building & repairs 3.6.6 3.17.0  

North Eastern Railway Coals Management  0.16.7   

North Eastern Railway Carriage on Saw  0.1.5 0.18.0  

Jno Coltman team work Building & repairs 1.8.2   

 Fencing & hedging 0.7.6   

Jno Coltman Rent Day Management 0.11.0 2.6.8  

A. J. Dunk (Lunch)   0.17.8  

T & M. Wearmouth Stone Building & repairs  9.15.5  

Dryden Parker Lime Building & repairs 4.5.4   

Dryden Parker Team Work Building & repairs 0.16.0 5.1.4  

J. Graham Tar Brushes Building & repairs  0.10.0  

Mary Stoddart Office Cleaner Management  3.0.0  

[A..] Bell Plumber Building & repairs  12.8.0  

J. W. Temple Smith Building & repairs 3.17.4   

 Fencing & hedging 5.9.0 9.6.4  

J. Nixon Team Work Church & Schools 1.10.0   



 Fencing & hedging 0.18.0 2.8.0  

W. Robinson Building & repairs  1.4.2 51.12.7 

Total For Raby 215.9.0 

Captain Hunter Wages    15.17.5 

T. H. Clutterbuck Wages    17.17.5 

    249.4.1 

Foreign Accounts 

T. Altham & Son £3.1.6    

J. Heslop 1.0.0    

J. W. Watson 0.12.6    

George [Power} 2.17.4    

Merrikin 6.4.5    

 £13.15.9    

 
James S. Hyslop   20th October 1902 
NEIMME/ZE/4/913 
October 25th 1902 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter enclosing cheques for pay for which I am obliged. With 
regard to sand from Coldberry, Beecham led 2 loads to Lane Head on May 30th and 2 loads to Lane 
Head on 2nd June4 and Dryden Parker led 4 loads to the same place on 23rd August which is also 
included in this pay. You would notice that he also led 4 loads from Wire Gill to the yard, but as he 
was going to charge 2/6 for this I told him not to bring any more from Wire Gill. The carriage on Lime 
account is for lime. 
I enclose Mr Rollin’s account for Duty Ore, which is correct. I beg to advise you that I have this day 
paid into the bank to the credit of Raby Estate account the sum of £6.3.4 as follows Firewood £2.4.0 
Slabs £0.11.6, Sundry Sawing £1.17.7, Old Metal £1.4.0 and 3’ pipes (Leonard Gibson) £0.6.3 Total 
£6.3.4. Trusting the above explanation will be satisfactory to you I remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
P. S. I shall be at Barnard Castle on Wednesday regarding damage to High Force seat. The boys will 
plead guilty. 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/914 
November 13th 1902 
C Fernean  
Nenthead 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of the 11th inst. I shall be glad at any time to give you any information or 
assistance in my power. I have seen Mr Hunt, and the only way to loose the water at Wire Gill is by 
going to the Sam made by the London Lead Company in the 19 fathom drift out of the main sump. 
But assuming that you are prepared to make the necessary arrangements for pumping this water Mr 
Hunt does not think you will entirely fix the South Vein from water. He thinks that in drawing a dip 
level (as you propose) a certain amount of water will have to be contended against. This may be so, 
or may not, but taking the natural dip of the Sike, they may possibly be [decided] by the Bottom 
Place, although this is so far in front of the workings in the south Vein. 



A friend of mine is thinking of buying the Company Sawmill near Middleton Station. In case your […] 
proving successful would you be able to do any business with my friend, in the shape of mining 
timber, sleepers etc. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
  
 NEIMME/ZE/4/915 
December 26th 1902 
Mrs Jane Temple 
Newbiggin 
 
John Cameron’s Farm 
Madam  
I am instructed by Mr Fife to inform you that if you are willing to give up the pasture you now hold in 
Bowleys [Bowlees] pasture, and the Farm Buildings near your house, he is willing to let your Land 
House now occupied by Mr John Cameron, together with your present meadow in Bowleys pasture, 
from the 6th day of April next, at a rental of Twenty-six pounds per annum. The total area is 16acres 
3{.] 3[.] and the Tithe is 12/- per year. 
I shall be glad to hear from you at your early convenience as to whether you are prepared to accept 
this offer and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop   
   
NEIMME/ZE/4/916-917 
January 5th 1903 
 
The number of men employed and Quantity of Minerals raised in the Manor of Middleton during the 
year ending 31st December 1902 
 

Township  Name of Mine Number 
employed 

Deliveries 
from each 
mine 
bings and 
cwts. 

Amount of 
money from 
each mine in 
£sd 

Remarks  

Middleton  Little Eggleshope   585 7 87. 15.3  

Wire Gill top 
workings 

 361 66.11.1 

Wire Gill sump 
workings 

 1011 6 151.11 

Coldberry  65 11.19.8 

Coldberry Lodge 
Sike 

 1 0.3.8 

Coldberry Skears  1 0.3.8 

Forest and Frith Lady Rake  2 5 0.7.11  

    318.12.3 Paid to Mr Fife 

Middleton  Coldberry 
(washed up after 
end of year (31st 
October 1902 

 11 2.0.7 Account sent to Mr 
Willis January 5th 
1903 

 Total for London 
Lead Company 

Nil  2039 2 320.12.10  



 Bye Mines     

Newbiggin  [flushmine] 
William Lee 

    

Forest   Cow Green Rollin 
Lead 

 25 3.3.11 Paid to Mr Fife  

   1.18.3 Paid to Mr Fife 

Cow Green Rollin 
Barytes [Barites] 

39 18 6 49.10.11 
32.17.8 

Account sent to Mr 
Rollin January 5th 
1903 

Langdon Fernean 4    

Middleton  Wire Gill 6    

Forest  Green Hurth Mine nil 48 6 6.10.0 Account sent to Mr 
Willis January 5th 
1903 

Middleton  Limestone Quarry 
(Dryden Parker) 

    

Lime Burnt ½ year 
30th June 1902 

  3.9.0 Paid July 5th 1902 

Lime Burnt ½ year 
31st December 
1902 

  3.14.0 Account sent to 
Dryden Parker 5th 
January 1903 

 Total Royalty for 
year ending 31st 
December 1902 

50  £421.16.11  

 
 James S. Hyslop 5th January 1903 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/918 
January 5th 1903 
Raby Estate Office 
 Middleton 
 
J. C. Rollin Esq. 
St. Nicholas Buildings 
Newcastle on Newcastle 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr 
To Royalty on sulphate of barytes [barites] delivered from Cow Greeb Mines during ½ year ending 
31st December 1902 
During the month of July 1902  
During the month of August 1902 
During the month of September 1902 
During the month of October 1902 506 tons 1cwt 
During the month of November 1902 395 tons 5cwt 
During the month of December 1902 411 tons 
Total 1315 tons 6cwt @ 6d = £32.17.8 
 
5th January 1903 
J. C. Rollin Esq. 
St. Nicholas Buildings 
Newcastle on Newcastle 



Dear Sir 
Enclosed I beg to hand you Royalty account for Barytes delivered from Cow Green during ½ year 
ending 31st December ult. and which I trust  you will find correct. Kindly forward cheques as usual to 
Mr Fife and oblige 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/919 
January 5th 1903 
Messrs The London Lead Company 
Middleton in Teesdale 
 
To Lord Barnard Dr 
To Royalty Dues raised in the Manor of Middleton during year ending 31st December 1902 
 

 Total 
raised in 
bings and 
cwt 

Amount of 
money in £ s 
d 

Little Eggleshope  585 7 87. 15.3 

Wire Gill top 
workings 

361 66.11.1 

Wire Gill sump 
workings 

1011 6 151.11 

Coldberry 65 11.19.8 

Coldberry Lodge 
Sike 

1 0.3.8 

Coldberry Skears 1 0.3.8 

Lady Rake 2 5 0.7.11 

Total up to 31st October 19022028 bings 2cwt  Money £318.12.3 
Ore washed at Coldberry after 31st October and delivered in November 1902 11 bings money £2.0.7 
Duty Ore raised from Green Hurth Mine delivered in May 1902 money £6.10.0 
Total £327.2.10 
 
January 5th 1903 
H. S. Willis 
Middleton 
Dear sir 
I beg to hand you my usual Royalty account for last year. I am not certain whether your people have 
not already paid the amount due up to 31st October 1902, but if this is so, of course the last two 
items will be the only amounts due and if necessary I shall be glad to supply you with an amended 
account. 
Yours truly 
 James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/920-921 
January135th 1903 
 
10th January 1903 to 17 th January 1903 
 

Building and Repairs  £65.2.2  



Building and Repairs Pension  1.0.0  
Estate Maintenance Fencing and 
Hedging 

 17.10.0  

Estate Maintenance Drainage  9.15.0  
Estate Maintenance Cow Green Road  4.18.8  

Plantations   24.3.6 122.9.4 

Land Drainage   17.3.6  

Mining Account  14.3.8  

   153.1 

Local Accounts 

E Tarn Team Work Building and Repairs 2.9.0  

J. […] Team Work Fencing and Hedging 3.6.0  

Jos. Parnaby Horse Hire Building and Repairs 4.4.0  

Dryden Parker Lime Building and Repairs 0.15.4  

Ord and Maddison Chippings Estate Maintenance 0.1.6  

J. W. Walton Saddler Building and Repairs 0.7.0  

North Eastern Railway Coals Management  0.18.5  

T and M Wearmouth Stone  Building and Repairs 3.14.0  

Ann Bell Mechanics Institute 
Ventilation 

Building and Repairs 7.16.0 23.11.3 

   177.9.9 

J. Graham Tar Brushes Building & repairs 0.10.0  

Captain Hunter    

Wages as per pay sheet  14.8.0  

Lord Barnard for flagstaffs etc. as 
per account 

 0.4.2  

Co-op Society for flags as per 
account 

 0.7.0  

  14.19.2  

Less paid in excess last pay for 
stamps 

 0.0.4  

  14.18.10  

T. M. Clutterbuck    

Wages as per pay sheet  20.14.8  

E Tarn for Coals and leading  5.0.0  

J. Walton Saddler  0.5.3  

Lord Barnard for Dog Troughs etc  1.15.6  

Co-op Society for flags  0.17.6  

Licences 5men 2days 1trap  5.5.0  

  33.17.11  

Less paid in excess las pay for 
stamps  

 0.0.5  

  33.17.6 33.17.6 

Foreign Account 

T. Argument Pipes  Jacob Hutchinson […] 
Drainage 

25.5.0  

Jos Robson […] Trees  Plantation 7.12.7  

Little and Ballantyre  Plantation 8.15.0  

J. Graham Building and Repairs 1.1.3  

T Altham and Sons (netting) Plantation 6.13.6  



Lamb Brothers slates Building and Repairs 5.7.6  

J. [McLauchlin] bricks Building and Repairs 5.18.11  

  60.13.9  

 
James S. Hyslop   13th January 1903 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/922 
April 4th 1903 
 
[First part of the notice cannot be read] 
… Field at Middleton. The field will be let under a yearly agreement, and subject to general 
conditions in force on the Raby Estate. Further particulars may be obtained from Mr J. S. Hyslop to 
whom Sealed Tenders (enclosed Tender for field) must be sent in on or before 3pm on  Tuesday the 
12 inst. the highest or any other Tender not necessarily accepted. 
By Order 
April 4th 1903  
NEIMME/ZE/4/923 
April 29th 1903 
Messrs The London Lead Smelting Company 
17 Gracechurch Street 
London W.C. 
 
Teesdale Mines 
Dear Sirs 
Your letter of 4th inst. respecting the above has only arrived this morning. I have forwarded it to Mr 
Fife (Staindrop) chief agent to Lord Barnard, who is the owner of the mines, and he will doubtless 
communicate further with you 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
Copy  
17 Gracechurch Street  
London W. C. 
 To the Owner of the Lead Mines at Upper Teesdale, Staindrop 
 
Sir 
Being interested in Lead Ore we should be glad to hear particulars of the Leas Mines which are 
understood to be let in Upper Teesdale. Perhaps you can inform us what quantities have been 
produced in the past, and their future prospects. 
Yours truly 
For The London Lead Smelting Company 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/924 
May 7th 1903 
 
Memorandum of Agreement made this 7th day of May one thousand and three between Herbert 
Legard Fife Esquire on behalf of the Right Honourable Lord Barnard on the one part and William 
Swinbank of [Club Gill] near Middleton in Teesdale in County of Durham on the other part. The said 
William Swinbank agrees to kill and destroy in an efficient and workmanlike manner all the Moles 
and Ground Rats on the said Lord Barnard’s Teesdale Estate to the satisfaction of the said Herbert 
Legard Fife or whom he may appoint for the sum of Thirty Two Pounds per annum, payable in two 



equal instalments of Sixteen pounds, on or near the dates of the usual half-yearly Rent Audit, in April 
and October in each year, the first of such payments to be made in October 1903. And it is further 
provided that this agreement may be determined by either one of the said parties giving six months 
notice to the other of his intention so to do. 
As witness my hand this day and year first above written 
Signed in the presence of  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/925 
May 12th 1903 
Messrs The London Lead Smelting Company 
17 Gracechurch Street 
London W.C. 
 
Dear Sirs 
In accordance with instructions received from Mr H. L. Fife, I have today forwarded by parcel post a 
box containing 3 samples of Upper Teesdale Lead Ore. Number 1is a sample of ore containing a large 
percentage of silver. The late company were not successful in discovering the vein from which this 
had come, although its [proximity] is shown by the fact that after the occurrence of a flood this ore 
can be found in a small stream which flows past the Lady Rake Mine. The largest piece found up to 
the present weighed upwards of a [hundred]weigh. 
Number 2 is a sample of ore from veins which have been worked at the same mine.  
Number 3 is from Coldberry Mine, which is at the eastern extremity of the Royalty. 
I trust you will receive the samples in due course and I remain 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/926 
16th June 1903 
Professor C. [Bry..] Jones 
Durham College of Science 
Newcastle 
 
Sir 
As requested bt Mr Fife I have forwarded today by passenger train to the address sent through to 
me 4 turfs from one of the farms in Upper Teesdale, viz. 
Number 1 showing the land undrained. 
Number 2 showing the land drained but no lime or other manure applied (pasture). 
Number 3 showing the land drained and limed but no other manure (pasture). 
Number 4 showing the land drained, limed and treated with farmyard manure (meadow). 
The farm lays at an elevation of about 1350 feet above sea level. The sub-soil is yellow clay – drains 8 
yards apart and 4 feet deep. I also enclose sketch showing the relative positions from which the 
samples were taken, and trusting they may be satisfactory, I beg to remain 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/927 
21st June 1903 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
30 Chester Square 
London S. W. 
 



Sir  
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, which has my best attention. 
With regard to Mr Rollin’s statement re Cow Green ore delivery, the basis for Royalty is the price per 
Ton for Dressed ore at the Mine without any deductions excapt property tax. 
This appears from the statement to have been £6.5.7 per Ton and should in my opinion have been 
taken as the basis for rate odf Duty, and this according to scale should be 1/17th instead of 1/18th. 
Then Mr Rollin deducts 15/5 
Cost of weighing and sampling 15/6 
Cost of assaying 15/6 
Cost of carting to station £5.2.0 
Total £6.13.0,  none of which we have anything to do with. 
This brings his nett selling price down to £5.15.7 ½ per Ton (equal to 1/18th Duty), that is he takes 
the price of ore at Middleton Station as the basis, which is not correct. 
I enclose the papers again for your further instructions and have marked my calculations as to the 
amount due. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/928 
[……] 1904 
C.R. Rimmington 
Castle Bank  
Appleby 
Re water to Hudegate 
 
Dear Sir 
In reply to your letter of 19th inst I am instructed by Mr Fife to say that he is quite willing to grant the 
use of the water on the condition named in your letter, and I have informed John Collinson that he 
can proceed with it at his own convenience. 
I think Mr Fife would like to have your offer of shooting on Monks Moor etc, if there should be any 
alteration in consequence of Mr Hutchinson’s death, and I shall be glad if you can see your way to 
look. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
  
NEIMME/ZE/4/929-930 
29th February 1904 
Raby Estate Office 
Middleton 
 
Wiregill Royalty Account 
Sir 
Enclosed I beg to return the statement and letter referring to the above. 
The quantity of Lead Ore delivered from the Mine during 1903 as taken by me from the Books was 
as follows showing the date of delivery and Tons and included in statement unless noted 
May 21-22 12 tons, June 29-July 2 28 tons not included in statement, July 27-31  16 tons, August 21-
24 8tons, September 7-9 8 tons, September 12-October14 24 tons, November 2-14 24 tons 
November 18-20 not included in statement, December 11-23 16 tons Total 132 tons. 
The quantity sent away before the 5th July was 28 tons and they appear to have missed a parcel of 8 
tons which left November 18th and 20th. 



With regard to the account, their system of selling appears to be based upon a Gross price (carriage 
paid) of a standard quality of 100 per cent of metallic lead before being smelted. 
Thus in the first item this price per ton works out at £8.19.8 ½ . But Wire Fill ore does not assay up to 
100%, and the difference in value at the above rate between the standard and actual quality is 
stated to be £1.17.6 per Ton making the value of Wire Gill Ore £1.2.2 ½ equal to a quality of 79.1  
per cent of Metallic Lead which is about the correct figure. The quality of dressed ore in December is 
still better, as it rises to 80.4% and the price is also higher. 
The carting and railway carriage is then deducted viz. [11/8] per ton which leaves £6.11.2 as the 
value of the Ore at the mine, and this carries a Duty of 1/16th above water level. 
Assuming the above system to be correct, the figures in the statement (so far as it goes) are right. 
If the 28 Tons sold prior to July 5th be taken at the same price and quantity as Number 1 parcel and 
the 8 tons omitted in November at the same price and quality as the November parcel, the addition 
to their account will be as follows 
28 tons gross value, £251.11.10 minus charges for […] and carriage the value at the mine was 
£183.10.6 the Royalty £11.9.6 
8 tons gross value £72.16.0 minus charges value at the mine £53.14.0 Royalty £3.7.3 total Royalty 
£14.16.9 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/931 
April 28th 1904 
Middleton  
 
Dear Sir 
Referring to your interview with me asking if I would allow myself to be nominated as Chairman of 
the Parish Council for the ensuing year. At that interview I stated that whatever the opinion or wish 
of the old members might be on the matter, the new members were equally interested. I also said 
that although I was not anxious to assume the responsibility of the position if it should prove to be 
anything like the unanimous opinion of the new Council that any service of mine would be 
acceptable and for the public good, I would not refuse to act as desired, but that failing this, I could 
not consent to do so. 
I understand that at your last meeting I was elected Chairman by 5 votes to 4. In face of this 
opposition, I would therefore ask if you will kindly convey to the Council at their next meeting, my 
regret that I am unable to accept the honour they propose to confer on me, and ask them to elect 
another Chairman. I feel that under the circumstances there might be some misunderstanding, and 
perhaps some feeling of irritation created which would present that harmonious working together 
which is desirable, and which has happily prevailed among the members for the last ten years. 
Thanking the Council for past consideration, and wishing you every success in the future, I remain 
Yours faithfully 
James S. Hyslop 
     
Mr William James 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/932-933 
May 21st 1904 
 
Abstract of Number of men employed, and the Quantity of Minerals raised in the Manor of 
Middleton during year ending 31st October 1903 



 
Wire Gill Mine in the Township of Middleton employed 12 men getting ore, 4 men on dead work, 8 
labourers, 5 at workshop making a total of 29 men employed. 132 tons were raised and the total 
amount due was £58. 18.1  
Cow Green (Rollin) in the township of Harwood had 11 men employed on dead work in lead with 13 
tons raised and 15 men employed in getting barytes {barites] with 3323 tons raised. £57.10.5 was 
due. 
Skears Limestone Quarryin Middleton township raised 208 tons and £5.14.1 was due. 
Harthope in Harwood township raised 146 cubic yards and £7.6.0 was due.  
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/934 
May 21st 1904 
H. L. Fife Esq. 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand your copy of my Royalty account for year ending 31st December 1903 which I 
trust you will find correct and I also return the papers relating to Wire Gill which I return to you. 
Your obedient servant 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/935 
July 6th 1904 
 
Measurements for Blinds, curtains and carpets required for Middleton House – Spare Bedrooms 
Bedroom 1 the windows are 5’ 10’’ high 4’ 10’’ wide and 3’ 0’’ high and 5’10’’ wide. The carpet is 15’ 
0’’ x 13’ 0’’. 
Bedroom 2 the windows are 5’ 10’’ high 4’ 10’’ wide. The carpet is 8’ 6’’ x 12’ 0’’. 
 Bedroom 3 the windows are 5’ 6’’ high 1’ 11’’ wide. The carpet is 8’ 0’’ x 9’ 6’’ 
Waiting Room the windows are 5’ 10’’ high 4’ 10’’ wide. The carpet or linoleum is 11’ 0’’ x 12’ 0’’. 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/936 
July 12th 1904 
Harwood 
The Right Honourable Lord Barnard 
 
To Matthew Hutchinson Dr 
April 12th to 27th 1904 
To Leading 24 tons of cuttings from Green Hurth Mine to Middleton Station @ 9/- = £10.16.0 
To screening 24 tond @ 1/- =£1.4.0 total £12.0.0 
 
July 12th 1904 
T. C. Fogg Elliot 
Raby Castle 
Staindrop  
 
Sir  
Enclosed I beg to hand you account for Leading Cuttings from Green Hurth Mine to Middleton 
Station and I remain 
Your obedient servant 



James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/937 
July 27th 1904 
Messrs A. Spence and Company 
Richmond 
 
Dear Sir 
I have received the Tenter Hooks but they are not suitable for hanging Game as they are not sharp at 
the point. I saw Mr Fawcett yesterday and he promised to send you a sample of the kind reqired and 
I will be glad if you will supply the number at once. I will return those which have come as they are 
of no use to us. 
Yours truly 
James S. Hyslop 
 
NEIMME/ZE/4/938 
August 4th 1904 
Messrs Reddaway and Company 
Halifax 
 
Dear Sir 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter. I think Harris Belt fasteners (page 4 in no 2 list) suitable 
for the belting you are sending, will answer our purpose. I understand these are the kind you 
supplied in the past to the London Lead Company when they carried on operations in this District. 
Your truly  
James S. Hyslop 
 
 NEIMME/ZE/4/939 
Raby Estate Office 
Middleton Teesdale 
 
George Bainbridge Esq. 
Barnard Castle 
 
Gill Foot 
 
This letter is very indistinct and cannot be read 
 
 
 
 
  
 


